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Q: Arrival 
Jack Valinski: I moved here in November of 1981 and I went to work for a commercial radio 
station owned by ABC, The American Broadcasting Company, and it was an incredible job, I 
absolutely loved it, worked with great people, but I was tuning in across the dial I found KPFT, 
and today we joke KPFT is on the dial between Jazz and Jesus, and I started listening to the 
eclectic and between the music and the talk shows, and then all of a sudden I discovered the 
show called Wilde n’ Stein, Oscar Wilde and Gertrude Stein, it was named after, and there was a 
person on there who was named Bray Hill, who was doing most of the talking, not all of it, but 
most of it and I thought my contribution, because I never was involved in the community before, 
there wasn’t a place the size of Houston that had a community, and didn’t really know how to get 
involved with it, didn’t know what existed.  I thought if I went down there and volunteered and 
just help the technical side of the show, because that's what I did professionally, that that would 
be my contribution, and that sort of opened me up to the rest of the community.  We were able 
to, a lot of us when we moved to Houston, we were able to reinvent ourselves, and I never 
thought I'd continue to stay here in Houston this long, because at first I didn’t like it, I just 
thought Houston was this city where things were just being built so quickly that there was no 
roots, and just like I was talking about other people, I think you have to go out and find it, you 
have to find things in Houston.  So, as you walk and you get involved and I moved into 
Montrose, I found that there was a community here.  I also found that Texas sort of has this 
really neat ability that you can pretty much do what you want in a sense, the doors were wide 
open to go and do things.  Yes, there was lots of oppression but there was also lots of opportunity 
and this community seized on that opportunity, first getting Eleanor Tinsley elected as a city 
council person at large and then getting Kathy Whitmire elected and being on the wave of 
moving Houston from a good old boy town to somewhat of a progressive city and it wasn’t all 
easy, I meant we certainly had our downs.  We had our downs of AIDS, we had our downs in the 
80's of the economy going but it was so dependent on oil and we also had in the mid 80's we had 
the referendum.   
 
Q: Referendum 
JV: The caucus was being pushed to push for a non-discrimination ordinance, just for city 
employees and the mayor basically said, Kathy Whitmire said, if you get 10 votes on council, I 
will put this forward on the agenda and we can vote it.  Well, we only ended up getting 8, which 
is barely a majority.  We got that passed in June and almost immediately almost every other 
community went after us and got a petition drive signed up, and we ended up having a 
referendum in 1985, in January.  Immediately, the signatures people were organized almost 
every organization was against us, except for the women's community, the organized women's 
community and the Jewish community, there was nobody else that really stood with us.  So, they 
got their amount of signatures times like 2, and so that thing was put on the ballot for referendum 
January.  Basically, I was sort of a lieutenant, what do you need me to do, and I sort of kept 
organizing, back before the internet, I pretty much every night after work would show up and it 
was a building very much like this across the street.  The campaign was in the basement, so 



every night I was working with doing the bulk mailing and we lost that 81 to 19 percent.  We just 
busted our bubble.  All of this coalition building and working with other communities just went 
down the drain.  We were pretty much left out there by ourselves.   
 
Q: March on Washington 1987 
JV: There was a Pride convention the week before and it was in Baltimore and Phillis and I 
communicated and she says well, wouldn’t it make sense if we stayed in Baltimore and commute 
like every day for those couple days into March, and I said that sounds like a great idea.  That 
day, when it was basically just GLBT people in the metro stations at Metro Center, Phillis pulls 
out this big Texas flag, and this is before people hated us because of Bush, and puts that flag up 
in the middle of the station at Metro Station and people were just screaming and the stations are 
all concrete, so it just vibrated.  They were cheering on Texas.   
 
Q: 1992 Republican Convention 
JV: That's when Act Up and Queer Nations were rather organized in Houston and were pulling 
off events and getting media attention, and talking about events.  Well when the Republican 
convention came here, and that's also when Pat Buchanan had that speech about culture and 
cultural wars, which was just panned by so many of the established media, but as the GLBT 
community was trying to deal with that, we also had all these other groups coming in from all 
over the country and they didn’t quite appreciate how we did things, thinking that we weren't 
doing things, being activists enough, being vocal enough, but there were some people from 
outside the city that got involved in that march and really wanted to have a disturbance, and not 
have a peaceful march.   
 
Q: Aftermath of convention 
JV: Annise Parker served on that commission and, if I'm correct, they basically said there was 
some real abuse there that happened, and unfortunately after that happened, that sort of I think 
the activists at the time got really tired that the real sort of in your face street activists, and just 
sort of got tired and felt that they're not really making a difference and this stuff happens.   
 
Q: His greatest Pride 
JV: Pride was sort of a subset of the political caucus and sort of was just active for a couple 
months of the year.  Pride in the late 80's and early 90's, I along with two other people, Bryan 
Keefer and Carol Clark, took that organization and got it founded as Pride Houston.  Ray Hill, at 
one dinner we had, said 76 trombones and I said what are you talking about.  This is why I was 
talking about the parade and I was all geared up about it, and he said you know, this is before the 
night parade, we all love our parade, but it's sort of like the Music Man, when those kids got in 
the band they couldn’t play the instruments because it was a flim flam man who was like selling 
the instruments but he didn’t know how to do that.  Well all the parents thought it was fabulous, 
that the kids were fabulous because they were their kids, and there's sort of that same thing about 
Pride, we all thought our parade was so fabulous, in the early days it wasn’t all that fabulous, it 
wasn’t all that professional, but over the years that I got involved in Pride and worked with 
incredible volunteers, that helped bring Pride and all the stuff that we did around Pride, from 
putting on press conferences to televising it on Access television, to getting the press out there, to 
putting this 9 foot disco ball in the middle of the street and having the major media sort of follow 



what we were doing and calling us and doing stuff, and having Pride become a year round 
organization.   
 
 
Q: Moving parade to night time 
JV: Pride I was very, very proud of to be able to do that night parade and to move it into national 
realm, so that we were recognized and the night parade was an incredible success and it still is a 
success.  You know that's one of the neat things about this community, is that we strive to be 
different a lot of us and outrageous, and that was the neat thing about how we did the parade, 
was not everybody can afford an expensive float but groups would come up with different 
original ideas, to sort of show off their organization and the community.  People would say I 
didn’t know there was a community out there and I go the parade or I go the march ant there's all 
these people that I didn’t know existed in our community, and that's really part of it, especially 
when a young person says that and helps to connect.  So, those are the things that are really 
interesting.  Why do we do the parade?  Well, it's about getting the word out.  It's about people 
knowing that there's a community out there. 


