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FOREWORD THINKING

Change is inevitable. And necessary. The species that does not adapt or evolve

either faces extinction or relegates itself to a state that is, at best, primitive. Think amoeba at

one end of the adaptation spectrum and human at the other. But while humans are among

Earth's most highly adaptable creatures, our institutions, organizations, and creations remain

susceptible to the same laws of change that drive the evolution of species. Universities, for ex-

ample, that cannot accommodate advances in thought or technology will fail to produce the

kind of atmosphere conducive to a dynamic, rewarding education or to productive, cutting-

edge research. The choice is simple: Take an active part in the creative process, or submit to the

winds of time.
Rice University opened its doors just 91 years ago. Begun

from scratch, it had two great assets: a substantial endow-

ment and a far-sighted first president, Edgar Odell Lovett,
who recognized that change had to be a founding principle
of the fledgling institution. In "assigning no upper limit" to

Rice's educational endeavor, he set a standard for change—

and growth—that kept Rice motivated, strong, and flexible

throughout a century that closed staggeringly different than

it began.
Lovett's principles for change have served Rice well, and since its founding, the university

has maintained a steady upward arc. If Sallyport often exhibits pride in Rice's excellent students

and faculty, we are simply acknowledging their commitment to human advancement. If we

tout Rice's groundbreaking programs and important research, we do so with intrinsic interest

in the flowering of human potential. And if we brag about

Rice's state-of-the-art facilities, it is because we have, during
the past decade, witnessed a building boom that has wrought
an incredible transformation in the university's technological

infrastructure without altering the campus's visual appeal.
As universities go, Rice may be only of modest size, but its

name strides large across a landscape that has grown global in
scope. And, I'm sure you've noticed, across our cover, which
also is a more spacious landscape.

Just as all human creations must change to accommodate

changing times, so too must magazines. Sallyport's evolu-

tion is, in fact, part and parcel of Rice's development into a

university with an international profile. Had Sallyport never

recast itself, it would still be the four-page newspaper that

it began as in 1945. Between then and 1987, Sallyport saw

at least seven major format changes as it bounced from

one variety of newspaper, tabloid, newsletter, or newsprint

magazine to another. In fall 1987, Sallyport finally adopted a
"real" magazine format, and by 1997, we had modified that
format several times.

In practical terms, the maximum shelf life of a format for a magazine is about five years,

which means that a face-lift for Sallyport is a couple of years overdue. Our larger size will give

us greater flexibility in the way we present Rice people, programs, and news to you, and Rice's

name displayed prominently on the cover speaks of our pride in the university. But it does more

than that. It demonstrates our commitment to a university whose principles have made it great

and will continue to support it as it moves forward into a century that promises changes more

profound than those of the century recently departed.

In "assigning no
upper limit" to
Rice's educational
endeavor, Lovett
set a standard
for change—and
growth—that kept
Rice motivated,
strong, and flexible
throughout a century
that closed stagger-
ingly different than it
began.

Oh, did I forget to mention baseball? No matter—there's lots of that inside. And how wonder-

ful that Rice's College World Series victory coincided with our new look, allowing us to splash

the team's hard-won success on a larger cover.
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Letters

I'm writing to answer alumna Mar-
tha Carey's letter [winter 2003],
which questions my statement that
SAT coaching "is available to almost
all students." Ms. Carey finds this
an example of classism, as she feels
coaching is only available to higher
income students. While this was true
in the 1980s, competition in the
testing environment has changed
dramatically. Most public schools
with college-bound students now
offer coaching classes. In addition,
coaching is available free over the
Web on several sites (see "SAT
Prep," "SAT Diagnostics," and
"Mini-SATs"). Thus we find that
coaching is now available to almost
all students who seek it.

It's important for alumni to know
that Rice continues to serve a cross-
section of socioeconomic groups,
with special focus on first-generation
college students and students "of
slender means."

Ann Wright
Vice President for Enrollment

Rice University

I was pleased to see featured in the
recent Sallyport a description of
the $700,000 grant the School of
Continuing Studies received from
the National Science Digital Library
Program of the National Science
Foundation. Unfortunately, the
article did not mention assistant
dean Siva Kumari, who envisioned
the project and wrote the grant and
who serves as principal investigator
since its funding. This project in-
volves collecting and evaluating
online materials for high school
advanced placement teachers and
students of biology, chemistry, and
physics and creating a permanent,
national digital library. This effort
should not only advance the teach-
ing of the sciences in our nation's

"It's important for alumni to know that

Rice continues to serve a cross-section of

socioeconomic groups, with special focus

on first-generation college students and

students "of slender means."

schools but also should help to
position Rice at the forefront of
teacher professional development
nationally. I'd like to see Dr. Kumari
get the recognition she deserves for
her effort and ability.

Mary McIntire
Dean, School of Continuing Studies

Rice University

Regarding your fall 2002 issue of
Sallyport, I want to compliment your
idea of writing about the lives of
particular Rice students. However,
I was greatly disappointed to see the
perpetuation of the Rice myth that
being ridiculously busy, overloaded
with responsibilities, and suffering
from a lack of sleep is indicative of
one's being on the "path to success."
Rather than seeing this lifestyle as a
badge ofhonor, perhaps one should
consider it a social pathology, par-
ticularly prevalent in American
academia.
From beginning to end, the ar-

ticle conveys a sense of the hurried
and hectic pace at Rice, conclud-
ing with a deeply troubling quote:
"With academic schedules like these,
Adaba, Will, Jennine, and Marc
probably can't wait until graduation
day, when they'll march through the
Sallyport and head straight for pro-
fessional life." As the author adeptly
pointed out, the professional world
offers no respite either.

Ofcourse, the tone ofthis article is
indicative ofa much larger problem.
I think it is best described by the
17th-century scholar Blaise Pascal:
"We think we can regulate things
that are not in our power for a future
which we are by no means sure of
reaching. . . The present is never
our goal; the past and present are
our means; the future alone is our
goal. Thus we never live, but we
hope to live; and as we are always
preparing ourselves to be happy, it
is inevitable that we should never
be so."
Subsequent generations have

not heeded Pascal's advice. At Rice
University, let us not perpetuate this
mistake.

Thomas Burnett '00
Berkeley, California

I'd like to comment on the two let-
ters in the winter 2003 Sallyport
that questioned the accuracy of the
phrase "one billion times colder than
room temperature" in the article
about my recent work, "Catching
the Atom Wave." Temperature
measured on the Kelvin scale is an
absolute measure of kinetic energy,
whereas room temperature on the
Celsius scale is relative (to convert
from Celsius to Kelvin, you add 273
degrees). Zero Kelvin is the abso-
lute minimum temperature,whereas

room temperature is 300 Kelvin. So
one billion times colder than room
temperature has a very precise mean-
ing: it is 300 nano-Kelvin.

Randall Hulet
Fayez Sarofim Professor of

Physics and Astronomy
Rice University

I was grateful to see the article
"Opening the Door" in Sallyport
[winter 2003]. One minor correc-
tion I would like to make is that
Mark Guetzow, featured student in
the side bar about service animals,
is a junior, not a sophomore as
indicated. The story began when
he was a sophomore, but alas, a
year has passed since then and he
is moving along.

Jean Ashmore
Director, Disability Support Services

Rice University

The NROTC story in the summer
2002 issue brought to mind Richard
E. "Dick" Fowler, Jr. He and I were
in the first class ofthe Rice NROTC.
Dick reached the rank of admiral.
In the summer of 1942, Dick left
Rice to become a navy carrier fighter
pilot, while I stayed at Rice. I caught
up with him in June 1944 in the
Battle of the Philippine Sea. Dick
was flying from the carrier USS
Essex—the first of the new fast car-
riers—and I was serving aboard the
USS Guest, a Fifth Fleet destroyer,
screening the forward battleships.
As a navy ace with the Navy Cross,
Dick made the navy a career and
retired a rear admiral.

Thomas T. "Buck" Barnhouse '44
Lieutenant, USNR, Retired

Richardson, Texas
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Humanities and Music Gain New Deans

Gary S. VVihl, loaner acting dean
of the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences at Emory University
in Atlanta, took the reins of Rice's
School of Humanities on July 1,
and Robert Yekovich, dean of the
school of music at North Carolina
School of the Arts, became dean
of the Shepherd School of Music
on July 21.

VVihl succeeds Gale Stokes,
the Mary Gibbs Jones Professor

of History, who had accepted a
two-year term as dean in June

2001, after serving a one-year
interim term. "Rice's already fine
School of Humanities has the op-
portunity to move into the front
ranks of humanities teaching and
scholarship," says Rice provost
Eugene Levy. "That will take a
sharp, focused, and creative strate-
gic vision as well as the ability
to imagine possibilities and
a commitment to marshal
the energy and enthusiasm
necessary to realize those
possibilities. I am con-
fident that we have
found those qualities
in Gary Wihl."

Wihl joined Em-
ory in January 2001

as associate dean
of the Graduate
School of Arts and
Sciences and be-
came acting dean in
June 2001. His many
achievements at Emory
include strengthening
funding for graduate fel-
lowships for doctoral
students in the humanities
and social sciences; imple-
menting an enhanced

Gary S. Wihl Robert Yekovich

faculty research grant program
to promote new areas of research
and collaboration with doctoral
students; and organizing a major
national conference on philan-
thropy and the research univer-
sity, which brought together the
nation's top academic and philan-
thropic leaders to discuss the mu-
tually beneficial and longstanding
relationship between philanthropy
and academia. He also worked

very closely with the graduate
school faculty's executive coun-

cil in planning a strategy for the
school's academic programs.

"This is an important time
for the humanities," Wihl says.
"While we often look to many
research fields for innovation and
new discoveries, the humanities
represent the core of knowledge
within universities, as well as their
most mature disciplines—dis-
ciplines that build on gen-
erations of scholarship and

address the fundamental
questions of personal
identity, ethical val-
ues, and all the re-
sources of language
that lead to forms
of creative expres-
sion."
Wihl received his

bachelor's degree
from McGill Univer-
sity and his Ph.D.
from Yale. He held

a Mellon postdoctoral
fellowship at Johns Hop-
kins University and then
returned to McGill as as-
sistant professor of English.

He was promoted to associ-
ate professor in 1989 and

to professor in 1996. During his
years at McGill, he served as as-

sociate dean of the graduate fac-

ulty and on the graduate faculty
research development committee.

He chaired the Department of
English from 1996 to 1999 and
served as associate dean of infor-
mation technology for the faculty
of arts.
Wihl is the author of two books

and has co-edited two collections
of essays. He spoke at the Sawyer

School," says Levy. "Bob comes

to Rice with an exceptional re-

cord of accomplishment in music

and music-education leadership.

He impressed the search com-

mittee and me with his depth of

thought, and he impressed and

energized his music colleagues

at the Shepherd School with his

sense of music and leadership.
The Shepherd School of Music
is one of Rice's true gems. I am

"Rice's already fine School of
Humanities has the opportunity to move
into the front ranks of humanities

teaching and scholarship."
—Eugene Levy, Rice Provost

Seminar at the National Humani-
ties Center in North Carolina
and has received numerous grants
from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council
of Canada. His research focuses
on the interpretation of liberal-
ism and constitutional change in
selected 19th- and 20th-century
English and American authors.

Robert Yekovich, who is the fifth

dean of the music school, suc-

ceeds the late Michael Hammond,

who left Rice to become chair
of the National Endowment for

the Arts. Anne Schnoebelen, the

Joseph and Ida Kirkland Mullen

Professor of Music, has served as

interim dean since January 2002.

"We are extremely fortunate

to have lured Bob Yekovich to

Rice as dean of the Shepherd

confident that he will be able to

bring the mix of inspiration and

thoughtful guidance so essential

to advancing the Shepherd School

beyond its already manifestly high

quality and distinction."

Yekovich has served as the dean

of the music school of the North

Carolina School of the Arts at

the University of North Carolina

since 1991. During his tenure

as dean, he helped establish the

A.J. Fletcher Opera Institute,

which has a $10-million endow-

ment and has become one of the

most prestigious graduate opera

programs in the United States.

He also conceptualized the plans

for the school's new $10-million

music building and concert hall.

In addition, he assembled a dis-

tinguished faculty and is credited
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Work Begins in
Search for President

with increasing the an-
nual merit scholarship
allocations to more
than $500,000 from
$15,000. He created
two endowed profes-
sorships at the music
school of the North
Carolina School of
the Arts, the first
state-supported, resi-
dential arts conservatory.

Yekovich said he is
impressed by the focus of
the music school and its
faculty. "I think it is an
incredible opportuni-
ty," he said of his new
position. "The ingredi-
ents are there. There is wonderful
potential for it to go even further.
I look forward to collaborating
with the faculty and staff to bring
that about." He plans to move
the Shepherd School into its next
phase by increasing the school's
endowment, a key component
to providing more scholarships.
Yekovich said another priority
is addressing the school's long-
range needs, such as building an
annex to include more space for
the opera program and music
library and to add more practice
rooms and office space.
A composer, Yekovich received

his bachelor of music and master
of arts degrees in composition
from the University of Denver
and his doctoral degree in compo-
sition from Columbia University.
He has served as the managing
dean of Illuminations, a five-week
summer arts festival on the Outer

Banks at Manteo,

North Carolina, for

the past two years.

He also has admin-

istered 11 consecu-

tive European tours

of the International

Music Program's

Festival Orchestra. His

recent honors include

a commission from the
Fromm Music Foundation

at Harvard University. His

works have been performed

and broadcast throughout

the United States and Brazil.
Yekovich was president

of the board for the League

of Composers/International
Society for Contempo-

rary Music (New York chapter,
1989-92) and was executive

director (1986-89). He serves
on the board of directors of the
Wellesley Composers Conference,
Speculum Musicae, and the New
York Guild of Composers. He has

taught at Columbia University,
Connecticut College, and the

University of Denver. •

—Margot Dimond and Ellen Chang

The nationwide search for a successor to Malcolm
Gillis, who announced in December that he would
step down June 30, 2004, after 11 years as president
of Rice University, has officially begun with the selec-
tion of the search committee. The committee, which
will make recommendations on candidates to the Rice
Board of Trustees, is made up of representatives from
all segments of the Rice community.

"We have a committee composed of
people from many parts of the Rice
family," says Jim Crownover '65, the
trustee who is chairing the committee.
He stressed the importance of input
from all parts of the university com-
munity in identifying and recruiting
the best possible candidates for the
position. "Committee members will
work early on to get input from faculty,
students, staff, and alumni about things
to be preserved at Rice, challenges and
opportunities before the university, and
what that means for the future leader-
ship of Rice."

The committee includes three other
trustees in addition to Crownover—Te-
veia Barnes '75, Steve Miller, and
Bernard Pieper '53—four faculty mem-
bers chosen by the Rice faculty—Jim
Pomerantz, professor of psychology and
director of the Neurosciences Program;
Robert Curl, University Professor and
the Kenneth S. Pitzer-Schlumberger
Professor of Natural Sciences and
professor of chemistry; Robin Forman,
professor of mathematics; and Robert
Patten, the Lynette S. Autrey Professor
in Humanities—one staff member,
nominated by the Staff Advisory Com-
mittee—Mary Cronin, associate vice
president for human resources—one
undergraduate student, nominated by
the Student Association—Andy Weber,
a Sid Richardson College junior—one
graduate student, nominated by the
Graduate Student Association—Miles
Scotcher, the current Graduate Stu-
dent Association president—and two
alumni, nominated by the Association

of Rice Alumni—Carl lsgren '61 and
Karen Ostrum George '77, who also
is an alumni member of the board of
trustees. William Barnett '55, chair of
the board of trustees, will serve as an
ex officio member of the search com-
mittee. Melissa Kean, postdoctoral
research fellow in the George R. Brown
School of Engineering, will staff the
committee.

Crownover and Barnett increased
faculty representation on the commit-
tee to four, from the three in recent
presidential searches. "The fac-
ulty are so important in this process,"
Crownover says. "They're vital in iden-
tifying particularly good candidates and
have insight into candidates' academic
backgrounds and accomplishments."

Among the search committee's early
agenda items are deciding whether to
employ a search firm, seeking "best
practices" from information already
gathered from other institutions
that recently have done presidential
searches, and beginning the process
of identifying criteria for choosing the
next president. Crownover said that the
committee would seek input from all
sectors of the Rice community about
Rice's future and what that implies for
the kind of candidates that Rice will
consider.

Crownover says the committee
hopes to deliver its recommendations
to the board by the end of December. •

Keep up-to-date on the presidential
search at http://ricesearchsice.edu.
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

ARA Thanks Rice-TMS

Competition among uni-
versities for top-notch
minority students has
always been intense,
but in the wake of the
1996 Hopwood decision,
which banned Texas
institutions from using
race in admission deci-
sions, it became more so.

Concerned about the impact
Hopwood was having on the di-
versity of the undergraduate
population at their alma mater, six
alumni—Andrea Ehlers '88, Sofia
Adrogue '88, Hank Coleman Jr.
'66, C. M. Hudspeth '40, Marco
Leal '97, and Steve Shaper '58—
founded RICE-TMS (Recruit-
ment Into Collegiate Education
Through Minority Scholarships),
a non-Rice-affiliated organization
whose goal is broadening the pool
of talented minority applicants
and enrollees at Rice.

In its three years, RICE-TMS
has experienced amazing suc-
cess, raising more than $800,000,
more than $135,000 of which has
been contributed by members of
the Rice community. With this
support, the organization has
been able to fund 53 $10,000
scholarships to date to minority
students accepted to Rice who
have demonstrated leadership
potential. Each scholarship is
awarded over a four-year period
in annual $2,500 installments and
includes an assignment to a facul-

ty mentor for the student's entire

four years at Rice.
This spring, the Association of

Rice Alumni showed its apprecia-

tion by honoring the organiza-

tion, the alumni board members
who founded it, and the associa-
tion's president, Carl MacDowell,
at the association's annual awards
ceremony. "The alumni who
comprise the RICE-TMS board
should be very proud of their ac-
complishment," MacDowell said.
Time and again, he noted, the
students who accept the scholar-
ships say that the honor of being
selected and the scholarship itself
were important in their decision
to come to Rice. •

34th in 2001, 35th in 2000,
and 36th in 1999.
The U.S. News & World

Report rankings are avail-
able online at http://
www.usnews.com/usnews-
edu/grad/rankings/rankindex_
brief.php.

Spring Rankings

Jones School Continues Upward Climb

The Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management

made the top 30 in the latest ranking of the nation's

business schools by U.S. News & World Report. In

its recently published "America's Best Graduate

Schools," U.S. News & World Report placed the Jones

School 27th in the rankings, tied with the University

of Florida. Harvard earned the top spot among the

nation's schools, while Stanford and the University of

Pennsylvania were tied for second place.

The Jones School was ranked

No. 1 for graduates employed

at three months and is the

least expensive private business
school in the top 50.

Last year the magazine
ranked the Jones School 31st,
tied with Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis and Arizona
State. The school was ranked

Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management

RICE

Worth Puts Rice Board
Among Top in Nation

Worth magazine included
Rice University's Board
of Trustees on its list
of America's 100 most
prestigious boards of
trustees of nonprofit
institutions, ranking it
first among five boards
in Houston that made
the list.

Noting that Rice has 25 board
members, a $2.8-billion endow-
ment, and a $360-million budget,
the magazine described the uni-

versity as "a bargain" and pointed
out that one reason this year's
freshmen pay only $17,550 in tu-
ition is that Rice, more than most
schools, relies on its endowment
to subsidize tuition.

Worth, which published the list
in its March issue, interviewed
dozens of experts—board mem-
bers, directors of nonprofits,
mayoral aides, and officers of arts
or business partnership organiza-
tions—in the 20 largest metropol-
itan areas for the first survey of its

kind for a national magazine. The
magazine also gave consideration

to the institution's age, budget,
and endowment and to which
boards attracted the city's most
prominent names.
Rounding out the top five

boards in Houston were the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston;
Houston Grand Opera; Houston
Symphony; and Texas Children's
Hospital. •
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Colvin Urges Congress to Study Public's Nano Concerns
In Prey, novelist Michael Crichton delivers a chilling scenario in which swarms
of nanorobots equipped with memory, solar power generators, and powerful
software begin preying on living creatures and reproducing.

"This may be gripping science
fiction," Rice associate professor
of chemistry Vicki Colvin told
the U.S. House Science Com-
mittee. "It is not science fact. It
does, however, highlight a reac-
tion that could bring the growing
nanotechnology industry to its
knees: fear. The perception that
nanotechnology will cause envi-
ronmental devastation or human

to studying the interaction be-
tween nanomaterials and liv-
ing organisms and ecosystems.
CBEN's mandate from the NSF
includes clearing potential road-
blocks to the commercialization
of nanotechnology. The center's
efforts to precisely characterize
the unintended consequences of
nanotechnology are aimed at one
potential roadblock—public ac-

tions of the project.
Colvin urged Congress to

adopt a similar model for nano-
technology research. She said
the Nanotechnology Research
and Development Act includes a
provision to establish a research
program to identify societal and
ethical concerns related to nano-
technology, requiring that such
research be integrated into nano-

rium on nanotechnology research
and development. Christine Pe-
terson, president of the Foresight
Institute, warned Congress against
curtailing research funding and
falling behind foreign nations
that already are outspending the
United States in nanotechnology
research funding. "The United
States and other democracies have
no natural monopoly in develop-
ing this technology, and failure to
develop it would amount to unilat-
eral disarmament," Peterson said.
She echoed other witnesses' calls
for a study of the ethical implica-
tions of nanotechnology.

In response to the testimony of
Colvin and other experts, several
members of the committee indi-
cated strong support for increased

Colvin noted that a public backlash against
genetically modified organisms crippled the biotechnology

industry and ultimately cost billions in lost future revenues.

disease could itself turn the dream
of a trillion-dollar industry into a
nightmare of public backlash."

Colvin was leading a panel of
expert witnesses testifying before
the committee on April 9. The
hearing was designed to shed
light on concerns associated with
nanotechnology before the com-
mittee members voted on H.R.
766: Nanotechnology Research
and Development Act of 2003,
a bill that would, among other
things, establish a national nano-
technology program to sustain
investment in research and devel-
opment, expand education and
training of undergraduate and
graduate students, and acceler-
ate the commercial application of
nanotechnology.

Discussing recent concerns
about nanotechnology, Colvin,
who also is director of Rice's Center
for Biological and Environmental
Nanotechnology (CBEN), urged
lawmakers to dedicate a portion of
federal nanotechnology research
dollars to societal and ethical studies
that will ensure that nanotechnol-
ogy "develops responsibly and with
strong public support."
Funded by the National Science

Foundation (NSF), CBEN is the
only academic research center
in the world that is dedicated

ceptance of nanotechnology.
Colvin noted that a public

backlash against genetically modi-
fied organisms (GM0s) crippled
the biotechnology industry and
ultimately cost billions in lost fu-
ture revenues. She testified that
the "lack of sufficient public sci-
entific data on GM0s, whether
positive or negative, was a con-
trolling factor in the industry's fall
from favor."

In contrast, Colvin said, the
Human Genome Project provided
a good model for how an emerg-
ing technology can defuse
potential controversy by
addressing it in the public
sphere. Even though the
mapping of the human
genome carries with it
many potential concerns
about the possible loss
of privacy, misuse by
the police and in-
surance companies,
and discrimination
by employers, the Hu-
man Genome Project did
not try to bury these con-
cerns. Instead, they welcomed
and actively encouraged debate
from the outset by setting aside 5
percent of the annual budget for a
program to define and address the
ethical, legal, and societal implica-

technology research and develop-
ment programs insofar as possible.
She noted that the National
Academy of Sciences found that
societal and ethical implications
were underfunded and underem-
phasized by the granting agencies.

Other experts who testified
before the committee noted that
some environmental activists al-
ready have called for a morato-

fimding for ethical, environmental,
and social studies related to nano-
technology and said it was im-
portant for Congress to set aside
adequate spending to ensure that
the public benefits of nanotechnol-
ogy would be realized.
A complete transcript of Colvin's

testimony is available online at
http://www.rufsice.edu/-cben/
ColvinTestimony040903.shtml. •
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CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES: MORE ATTRACTIVE THAN EVER

ARITABLE
GIVING DOESN T

AVE TO BE
A 64 E -WAY

PROPOSITION.

IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE A CHARITABLE GIFT AND TO HAVE A STREAM OF PAYMENTS FLOW

BACKTO YOU AT THE SAME TIME-ALL WHILE ENJOYING VALUABLE INCOME-TAX BENEFITS.

There are a variety of charitable strategies that allow you
to realize such benefits. One of the oldest—and most
popular—is known as the charitable gift annuity. Rice
University offers favorable rates for charitable
gift annuities. This is good news for persons who
want to make an important charitable gift but
need to retain a source of cash flow based on the
value of donated assets.
A very attractive feature of the gift annuity is its

simplicity. The gift annuity is a straightforward
instrument that does not require extensive,
complicated legal documents. But even though
it is simple, the gift annuity can be a powerful
planning tool. Annuities are flexible, dependable,
and safe. They can be excellent investments for
those concerned with ensuring steady income
beyond their peak earning years.
At its heart, a gift annuity is simply a contract

between a donor and a charity, such as Rice
University. In exchange for a gift of a specified amount,
Rice agrees to make specified annual payments for life
to one or two beneficiaries. Our obligation to make
gift-annuity payments is backed by all the assets of Rice
University, not just by the amount contributed for any
individual gift annuity.

Example:

Mary R., age 87.
Class of 1937, had
a certificate of
deposit maturing.
She decided to
make a gift of
$25,000 to Rice
University. In return,
Rice promised to
pay Mary $2,125
(8.5 percent) a year
for the rest of
her life.

The amount of the annuity payment depends on the age(s)
of the individual(s) receiving the annuity and the amount of
the gift. In addition to receiving an income-tax charitable

deduction, a donor may also receive tax-free
income as a portion of each annuity payment. Call
us for examples of various payout rates at different
ages, the tax-free portion of each payment, and
the charitable deduction calculation for an annuity
established for one or two lives.

Funding a gift annuity with long-term
appreciated stock is an excellent way to minimize
and spread out the capital gain tax. Part of
the appreciation escapes capital-gain taxation
entirely, and the portion of capital gain that is
reportable may be spread out over the donor's life
expectancy.

A charitable gift annuity offers many attractive
benefits for the security-minded individual. A gift
annuity may be established with Rice beginning

at age 50 for a minimum contribution of $25,000. If your
objectives include receiving a guaranteed, dependable
income for life, substantially reducing income tax, providing
additional income for other family members, or shoring up
your income for a comfortable retirement, all while making
a significant gift to Rice University, a charitable gift annuity
may be an attractive alternative for consideration.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Please call us. We will be happy to provide individual gift illustrations

and calculations or details about other giving opportunities at Rice University.
Charitable gift annuities may not be available in all states.

RICE UNIVERSITY • THE OFFICE OF PLANNED GIVING
MS 81 • P.O. Box 1892 • Houston, Texas 77251-1892 • 713-348-4617

Ann Jungmeyer • 713-348-4635 • ajung@rice.edu
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Two Studies Show Obesity
Stigma Is Contagious

THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Participants in the study rated the man in the picture more negatively if they saw the photo to the left
in which he is seated next to the overweight woman. The woman is actually the same woman as in
the photo at right, but she is wearing an obesity prosthesis.

The stigma of obesity appears to be contagious,
according to two Rice University studies in which
men were rated lower on various criteria when
accompanied by an obese woman.

"Previous research had shown
that people tend to derogate in-
dividuals who are perceived to
be in a social relationship with
stigmatized persons," says Mikki
Hebl, assistant professor of psy-
chology and management at Rice.
"Our studies examined whether
this phenomenon also occurs for
individuals seen in the presence
of an obese person and whether a
social relationship is necessary for
stigmatization to spread."
Hebl noted that obesity con-

tinues to remain one of the most
devastating stigmas, particularly
for women, despite the fact that
almost one-fourth of Americans
are obese. She says that the stigma
stems from the stereotype of
heavy people as being less active,
less intelligent, less attractive, less
hard-working, less successful, and

"Unfortunately, the results
from both of our studies revealed
that a male job applicant was
rated more negatively when seen
with an overweight female than
with a normal-weight female,"
Hebl says. "Just being in the
mere proximity of an overweight
woman was enough to trigger this
stigmatization toward the male
applicant." The research results
were published in the January
issue of the Personality and Social
Psychology Bulletin.

In the first study, participants
were asked to evaluate a male

job applicant in three areas: inter-

personal measures, such as being
likable, sociable, and enthusiastic;
professional qualifications, such as

having a corporate image, likeli-

hood of job perseverance, earning

potential, and professional ethics;

and recommendation for hiring.
Each participant received the ap-
plicant's folder containing an im-

be making hiring recommenda-
tions. When they arrived in the
waiting room for the study, they
were introduced to a man and a
woman seated next to each other.
In half of the cases, the women
were of average weight, and in
the other half, they wore an obe-
sity prosthesis. Additionally, half
of the time, the man and woman
engaged in dialogue that indicat-
ed a romantic relationship, and
in the other half their dialogue
implied that each was present
independently.
The participants were then

says. "But such positive qualities
did not make a difference in how
the candidate she was with was
rated in comparison to the score
he received when he was with a
woman of average weight."
The two studies, which Hebl

conducted with Rice psychology
graduate student Laura Mannix,
convey how pervasive the negativ-
ity of obesity is in society. "Our
society holds overweight individu-
als to be fully responsible for their
weight problems, despite repeated
studies that show the influence
of genetic factors and the overall

In all three categories, the average score for the job applicant
was higher when he was pictured with the woman of average

weight than with the heavy woman.

pressive resume and a photograph
of the applicant taken at a social
reception held by the potential
employer. Some participants re-
ceived a folder in which the photo
showed the applicant seated with
an average-weight woman, while
others viewed a photo of him with
a heavy woman. The participants
were not told anything about the
relationship between the applicant
and the woman seated next to him

in the photo. In fact, the woman
who appeared in the photos was
actually the same person—in one
photo she wore a prosthesis to
make her look obese.
In all three categories, the aver-

age score for the job applicant was
higher when he was pictured with
the woman of average weight
than with the heavy woman.

In a follow-up study, individual
participants were told they would

taken to another room and asked
to rate the male candidate they
had just met by the same criteria
used for the first study. The sec-
ond study was intended to mea-
sure whether additional variables,
such as a perceived relationship—
or lack of one—between the male
candidate and the obese woman
might impact the stigma of being
seen with an obese woman.
The results again indicated

that the job applicants were rated
more negatively whenever they
were next to an obese person,
regardless of whether a relation-
ship between the man and obese
woman was indicated.
"In some of the situations, we

even tried to ̀ untaine the obese
woman by revealing in the dia-
logue that she had won a highly
prestigious campus award and
spoke several languages," Hebl

failure of the weight-loss indus-
try," Hebl says. "The stigma of
obesity in our society has become
so pervasive that it is no longer
just the overweight who are at risk
for discrimination. Furthermore,
this stigma is so severe that it is no
wonder that the prevalence of eat-
ing disorders continues to increase
and the fear of fat is part of young
women's normative discontent."
Hebl notes that, on a more

theoretical level, the research
demonstrates that impression for-
mation processes are influenced
strongly by background informa-
tion. Further research is needed,
she says, to understand the mecha-
nisms underlying the effect that
background information has and
to understand the extent to which
people recognize they are engag-
ing in this behavior. •

—B. J. Almond
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Joint Efforts

The hip bone is connected to
the thigh bone, the thigh bone is
connected to the shin bone, the
shin bone is connected. . . . So
goes the old song, but what the
lyrics don't mention are the joints
that connect all those bones or
the pain that many of us experi-
ence in these necessary but rela-
tively fragile body hinges.
Most of the 20 million Ameri-

cans suffering from osteoarthritis
are all too familiar with the pau-
city of treatment options, as are
many of the rest of us who have
injured a joint or who experience
joint discomfort associated with
aging. Most people just take anti-
inflammatory drugs and learn
to deal with the pain. But two
research programs at Rice, both
funded by the National Institute
of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal
and Skin Diseases (NIAMSD), are
attacking the problem from dif-
ferent angles and holding promise
for more permanent relief.
What if osteoarthritis could be

stopped before it started? That's
exactly what Kyriacos Athanasiou,
a professor of bioengineering,
hopes to accomplish through a
tissue-engineering program aimed

at growing replacement cartilage
for those suffering from knee in-
juries.

His research centers on the me-
niscus, a kidney-shaped wedge of
cartilage about the size of a man's
wristwatch. The meniscus fits
between the rotating surfaces of
the knee, cushioning the stress of
walking and running by spreading
the load over a wider area of the
joint. This reduction of mechani-
cal stress is critical because it is
repeated mechanical stress in the
joints that causes osteoarthritis,
the form of arthritis that attacks
most people as they age.
"Removing the meniscus cre-

ates a concentration of stress in a
single spot in the joint, and that
gives birth to osteoarthritis," says
Athanasiou.

But removing the meniscus
often is necessary because once
damaged, it can never heal. Some
750,000 Americans have all or
part of a meniscus removed each
year, primarily due to sports-relat-
ed injuries and auto accidents. If
surgeons could replace the dam-
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aged meniscus instead, they could
reduce the chances for early-onset
osteoarthritis in each of those
patients.
During the past three years,

Athanasiou and colleagues in
Rice's Musculoskeletal Bioengi-
neering Laboratory (MBL) have
established basic methods for
growing cartilage in the lab via
tissue engineering—a relatively
new field that combines the lat-
est techniques in bioengineering

The five-year project received
a $1.3-million grant from NIA-
MSD, which will fund four gradu-
ate students and one postdoctoral
researcher at MBL and will cover

the creation of methods to grow
replacement menisci and in vivo
testing of the replacements in
rabbits. Project collaborators at
Rice include Margaret French,
postdoctoral research associate
at MBL; Thomas Clanton, ad-
junct professor of bioengineering

from the patient's own body or
from donors," says Mikos. "Or
they can perform surgery to en-
courage the body to regrow its
own cartilage or to inject carti-
lage cells straight into the injury."
However, most treatments involve
surgery and, in many cases, the
replacement cartilage is weaker
and more susceptible to reinjury
than native tissue. Mikos's team
hopes to develop new, noninva-
sive treatment options that elimi-

Mikos's tissue eng'neering team hopes to develop new, noninvasive
treatment options that eliminate the need for large surgeries and avoid

associated problems such as tissue rejection and disease transmission.

and biotechnology with the lat-

est advances in materials science.

The goal is to use a patient's own

cells to grow replacement tissue

outside the body. The lab-grown

organs and grafts can then be
transplanted back into the patient
without any risk of rejection.

Rather than growing slabs of

and chairman of orthopaedics at
the University of Texas Medi-
cal School at Houston; Antonios
Mikos, the John W. Cox Profes-
sor of Bioengineering; and Scott
L. Baggett, senior statistician and
lecturer of statistics at the Jesse H.
Jones Graduate School of Man-
agement.

Left: Kyriacos Athanasiou. Right: In this cow knee, the menisci sitting atop the tibial
plateau are clearly visible.

cartilage and carving out menis-
cus-shaped pieces, Athanasiou
and colleagues are attempting to
grow the replacement meniscus
in the exact shape needed. This
marks the first time that research-
ers in any lab have tried to grow
menisci in a predetermined shape,
but Athanasiou says it is vital
because doing so will allow the

researchers to precisely simulate

the conditions inside the knee

during tissue growth. That makes

it less likely that the replacement

will fail once it's subjected to the
high-stress environment of the
knee following implantation.

On another front, Antonios
Mikos is leading an effort to de-
velop biodegradable plastics that
can be injected in place of dam-
aged or missing cartilage, acting
as a template for the regrowth of
healthy cartilage.

Mikos's research addresses a
persistent and widespread prob-
lem: There is no synthetic alter-
native to human cartilage, which
often is unable to heal itself fol-
lowing injury. As a result, millions
of Americans suffering from ar-
thritis and joint injuries have lim-
ited treatment options.
"Doctors can use grafts—either

nate the need for large surgeries
and avoid associated problems
such as tissue rejection and disease
transmission. They envision do-
ing this by harvesting a few of the
patient's own bone marrow cells
and using those to grow more.
These marrow cells will be includ-
ed in a biodegradable polymer
that is injected into the wound.
The polymer is administered as

a liquid that turns into a semirigid
gel after several minutes in the
body. This semirigid filler, known
as a scaffold, acts as a template for
newly grown cartilage. The scaf-
fold is designed to break down
over time as new cartilage fills the
wound.

There are several different
kinds of cartilage in the body.
Mikos's research will focus on
articular cartilage, the kind that
covers the ends of bones in joints.
The scaffold will be injected into
the defect in the articular cartilage
and seeded with adult precur-
sor cells from the bone marrow.
These undeveloped cells may be-
come the type of cells found in
cartilage in the presence of bio-
chemical triggers found inside the
joint.
A five-year, $1.7-million grant

from NIAMSD will fund the stud-

ies. Ultimately, the group hopes to
produce a two-layered scaffold that
will promote cartilage formation in
the top half and bone formation in
the lower half. •

—Jade Boyd



THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Rice Exploring Scholarly Use of
Holocaust Video Archive

Rice University is one of three institutions to join the
Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation in
a pilot project to explore the scholarly uses of the
foundation's digital video archive in its research and
instructional programs beginning in fall 2003.

The Shoah Foundation archive
contains approximately
117,000 hours of videotaped
testimony from Holocaust sur-
vivors and witnesses—recorded
in 32 languages from 56
countries. The project, which
also includes the University of
Southern California and Yale
University, was made possible
by a $1-million grant to the
Shoah Foundation by the An-
drew W. Mellon Foundation.
One of the project's aims is

to help researchers at the three

One of the project's
aims is to help

researchers at the three
universities understand

the opportunities
and challenges of
supporting faculty
scholarship and

teaching with electronic
tools and digital

libraries.

universities understand the op-
portunities and challenges of
supporting faculty scholarship
and teaching with electronic
tools and digital libraries. In
addition, the project offers the
Shoah Foundation the oppor-
tunity to test the scalability and
usefulness of its digital library.
The Shoah Foundation

sought cooperative work with
Rice because the university is
known for pioneering a num-
ber of innovative uses of elec-
tronic resources for classroom
and research use. Rice also has
a long tradition of successful
interdisciplinary programs,
making it ideal for piloting
innovative uses of the Shoah
Foundation materials in a range
of courses. The university plans
to use the Shoah archives in a

variety of ways, integrating it
into the curriculum of courses
as diverse as anthropology, lin-
guistics, religion, German, art,
and computer science.
The Shoah Foundation was

established by filmmaker Ste-
ven Spielberg in 1994. Its mis-
sion is "to overcome prejudice,
intolerance, and bigotry—and
the suffering they cause—
through the educational use of
the foundation's visual history
testimonies." •

—Margot Dimond
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STUDENTS

Rice students were honored

yet again this year with an

astounding number of competi-

tive and prestigious awards for

exceptional scholarship in the

humanities and sciences.

Sid Richardson College junior
Joseph Elias was one of 300 un-
dergraduate sophomores and
juniors in the United States this
year who were awarded a nation-
ally competitive Barry M. Gold-
water Scholarship. A biochemistry
and psychology major, Elias plans

to pursue a career in medicine,
with the goal of becoming the
principal investigator of a medical

school laboratory where he will
direct research that can be applied
to patient care. Elias currently is
in the Rice/Baylor Medical Schol-
ars Program and works in the
neuroscience lab at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine. This summer
he will continue working there
through the Summer Medical
and Research Training (SMART)
Program and plans to work there
until he graduates from Rice. The
Goldwater scholars were selected
on the basis of academic merit
from a field of 1,093 mathemat-
ics, science, and engineering stu-
dents who were nominated by the
faculties of colleges and universi-
ties nationwide. Sophomores and
juniors are eligible for the award,

"My goal is to learn to become a better
designer for sacred space."

— Heather Pfaff '03

"I wanted an experience that would
immerse me in the German language but,
more importantly, in a community, and this
program seemed the best way to do it."

"I'm really fortunate to be a student at
Rice and to have the opportunity that this

scholarship provides."
— Leigh Sylvan

Heather Pfaff

which covers the cost of tuition,

fees, books, and room and board

for one to two years. The Gold-

water Foundation is a federally

endowed agency established in

1986. The scholarship program

honoring Senator Goldwater was

designed to foster and encourage
outstanding students to pursue

careers in the fields of mathemat-
ics, the natural sciences, and en-
gineering.
This year, recent graduate Uri

McMillan won a Mellon Fellow-
ship, an award for outstanding
humanities majors that covers
the cost of a year's tuition and
includes a $17,500 stipend. Mc-
Millan was one of nearly 90 other
students around the country to
receive the award, and he plans to
pursue a Ph.D. in African Ameri-
can studies at Yale. The Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation of New
York has awarded about 1,900 fel-
lowships since 1982 and aims to
increase the number of students,
particularly minority students,
who pursue doctorates.
Six students—three under-

graduate, three graduate—will

be spending the next academic
year studying abroad, each hav-

ing earned a $15,000 Wagoner

Foreign Studies Scholarship.

Lovett College senior Leigh Syl-

van feels "really fortunate to be
a student at Rice and to have
the opportunity that this schol-

Uri McMillan

arship provides." The history
major will be going to Uganda
to study development in the fall
semester. In the spring semester,
Sylvan will go to Switzerland to
study Geneva's international or-
ganizations and their efforts to
further social justice. Music ma-
jor Jennifer Oliver will travel to
Mannheim, Germany, where she
plans to study German and piano.
Veronica Patton, a junior English
major, will study English with a
concentration on British literature
of the Restoration and the En-
lightenment at Queen Mary, Uni-
versity of London. Natalie Bayer,
a graduate student in history, will
head to Moscow, London, and
Edinburgh, Scotland, to further
research her dissertation topic,
the interactions between the Rus-
sian and Western Masonic Lodges
in the 18th century. Graduate
student in anthropology Michael
Powell will be going to Poland
to study information access laws.
More specifically, Powell said he
will study the groups of people
who commonly use these laws to
access government-held docu-
ments, as well as advocacy groups
and nongovernmental organiza-
tions that support transparency
and openness in what is still a
relatively new democracy. Connie
Moon Sehat, a graduate student
in history, will travel to Germany,
mostly staying in Berlin and Mu-

nich. "I will be researching the
way Germans consider issues of
technology and society amidst the
violent political upheavals of the
20th century within the frame-
work of technology museums,"
she said. The Wagoner Foreign
Studies Scholarships are awarded
to Rice undergraduate and gradu-
ate students who demonstrate
scholastic achievement, dedica-
tion, and character. Rice estab-
lished the scholarships in 1997
through provisions made by the
late James T. Wagoner '29, an
avid student of international af-
fairs throughout his life.
When Erin Mann visited Europe

in 2001, she spent much of her
time immersed in studies as part
of Rice's study-abroad program.
Mann will return to Europe this
fall, but this time, she'll be giving
lectures, not listening to them.
She has been selected as an Eng-
lish-language teaching assistant
through the Fulbright Commis-
sion. "I wanted an experience that
would immerse me in the German
language but, more importantly,
in a community, and this program
seemed the best way to do it,"
Mann said. "I've been assigned to
the town of Stegersbach, in east-
ern Austria, about 120 kilometers
south of Vienna. Only 2,400
people live there—there's no way
I won't be a part of the commu-
nity, and I'm really excited about
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Olivia Allison Natalie Bayer

Veronica Patton

Joseph Elias

Connie Moon Sehat

Jennifer Oliver

Leigh Sylvan

that." Mann, who graduated
magna cum laude this year with
degrees in English and German,
will be assisting in English instruc-
tion at a high school 12 hours a
week from October through May.
Mann also was named a fellow of
Hanszen College and was induct-
ed into Phi Beta Kappa. She plans
to attend graduate school on her
return and hopes to become a
professor of English. Since 1963,
this Fulbright program, financed
by the Austrian Federal Ministry
of Education, has provided col-
lege and university graduates with
opportunities to work at second-
ary schools throughout Austria as
teaching assistants. U.S. teaching
assistants not only enhance the
instruction of English as native
speakers; they also are an impor-
tant resource for firsthand infor-
mation about the "American way
of life" and are representatives of
the United States.
Rice undergraduates Daniel

Conway, Shannon Hughes, Edward
Knudsen, and Jyotirmai Uppuluri
and Rice grad students Darryl
Dickerson, Zarana Patel, and Al-
exander Simms were among only
900 of the nation's top up-and-
coming scientists to win National
Science Foundation Graduate Fel-
lowships this year. The students
will receive a $27,500 stipend and
three years of financial support
toward their graduate educations.

The fellowships are funded by the

National Science Foundation and

aim to strengthen scientific en-

deavor in the United States.

The yearlong research in Europe

that Rice architecture gradu-

ate Heather Pfaff '03 plans to

do with her Thomas J. Watson

Fellowship should shed some

light—literally—on her career

interest: designing religious build-

ings. Pfaff won the fellowship for

a research proposal titled "Illumi-

nation," a study of natural light in

religious structures. The Watson

Foundation awards up to 60 fel-

lowships each year to graduates

of Rice and 49 other participat-

ing institutions. These fellowships

provide for a year of independent
study and travel abroad after

graduation. The fellowship re-

quires the recipient to spend 365
days outside the United States, so

Pfaff is heading to Europe, where

she will observe architecturally

significant churches, temples, and

mosques in 19 countries. Her re-

search sites are located along the

longitudinal line 20 degrees east
because she wants to analyze how

the architecture is affected by the
natural lighting conditions at that
position on the globe. "My goal
is to learn to become a better
designer for sacred space," said
Pfaff. "Religious architecture is
the most profound building type
you can encounter because it is

designed to be a structure in and
of itself, to be used only for wor-
ship, and it allows for true creativ-
ity to come through." Pfaff plans
to leave for Finland in August.
She has to budget the $22,000
she received for the fellowship
to cover all expenses, including
travel, food, and lodging, as she
moves on to Denmark, France,
Italy, Turkey, Greece, Spain, and
other countries. After a year of
pursuing her passion through
independent study, Pfaff will re-
turn to Rice for two more years to
complete a preceptorship and the
professional degree program for
architecture.
For the next year, Rice gradu-

ate Olivia Allison will be studying
how journalists in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan are
making the transition to a post-
Communist government. Allison,
who received the Roy and Hazel
Zeff Memorial Fellowship, will
spend four months in each coun-
try learning what it is like to work
as a journalist and what issues are
encountered in the transition to a
democracy. Allison plans to inter-
view journalists about their jobs
and will work with both English-

and Russian-language newspapers.
She also plans to interview her

host families and other citizens

to get their opinions of the me-

dia and write a paper based on

her experience. Allison graduated

with a degree in Slavic studies and
was the senior editor of the Rice
Thresher. Prior to that, she was
the Thresher's news editor. She is
a member of the standing com-
mittee on campus security. The
Zeff Fellowship, created by Ste-
phen Zeff, the Herbert S. Autrey
Professor of Accounting at the
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School
of Management, is given to the
Rice student who received the
most nominations for a Watson
Fellowship but did not receive the
award. Both the Zeff and Watson
fellowships give students about
$22,000 to travel abroad and
spend one year working on a re-
search project.
Seventy-five Rice students were

elected as members-in-course of
Phi Beta Kappa. Election to Phi
Beta Kappa recognizes outstand-
ing achievement in the liberal arts
and sciences. To be considered, a
student must have completed at
least 90 semester hours in courses
that reflect the pursuit of learning
for its own sake, rather than for
the development of professional
skills.
And 16 graduating seniors were

honored as members of Who's
Who Among Students in American
Colleges and Universities 2002. •
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Graduate Student Named
to Conduct Cleveland
Orchestra

Graduate student James Gaffigan

of Rice's Shepherd School of

Music has been named assistant

conductor for the Cleveland

Orchestra.

Gaffigan will begin conducting
next season for the critically
acclaimed orchestra.
"I have some big
shoes to fill," he
said. "It's pretty
crazy that this
is even happen-
ing. I've had the
best training any
conductor can
have while study-
ing at the Aspen
Music School and the
Shepherd School of Music at
Rice."
The Cleveland Orchestra was

founded in 1918 and has been con-
sidered one of America's great or-
chestras. The orchestra stands today
among the world's most-revered
symphonic ensembles. For the next
two years, Gaffigan will conduct a
concert subscription series, family
concerts, and run-out concerts and
will cover-conduct more than half of
the concerts and work closely with
Cleveland Orchestra Maestro Franz
Welser-Most.
"I am really lucky to be working

so closely with the best orchestra
in the United States," Gaffigan
said.

James Gaffigan

Gaffigan, who began conduct-

ing when he was 19, graduated

from Rice in May with a master's
of music. He has studied with
Larry Rachleff, professor of or-
chestral conducting at Rice, for
the past two years. In Septem-
ber 2002, he conducted a world
premiere with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic under the guidance
of conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen
in the program "SYNERGY." He

guest-conducted the Fort
Worth Symphony's

2002-03 season,
cover-conducted
for the Boston
Symphony
Orchestra un-
der conductor,
composer, and
pianist Andre

Previn, and con-
ducted rehearsals

with the Houston
Symphony.

For the past three summers,
Gaffigan attended the Aspen Mu-
sic School as an academy conduc-
tor, and he received the school's
first Robert Harth Conducting
Award. He debuted with the
Cleveland Orchestra in 2002.
Gaffigan holds diplomas from

the New England Conservatory
of Music, the Juilliard Preparatory
School and the LaGuardia High

School of Music and Art. •

—Ellen Chang

CE News Names Rice

Student 'Star'

For the second time in three

years, a Rice student has been

named one of Civil Engineering

News' Star Students.

Lisa Cassedy, a Jones College
senior, was named one of the
publication's top four students in
its December 2002 issue, finishing
ahead of students from other top
schools such as Duke, Columbia,
Princeton, and the University of
California—Berkeley.

decided to nominate Cassedy for
the Star Student award not for
one specific reason but because
she excels inside and outside of
the classroom. "She is very de-
serving of this recognition," he
said. "Her efforts go well beyond
the classroom—where naturally
she excels—and I think that is rare
at a lot of institutions."
Hughes said Cassedy's recog-

nition as one of CE New? Star
Students shows the quality of
work done by the students, fac-
ulty, and staff of his department.
"The fact that two of our students
have received this attention in the

"She is very deserving of this
recognition. Her efforts go well beyond
the classroom—where naturally she
excels—and I think that is rare at a lot of
institutions." -Joe Hughes

"As hard as I've worked, it felt
good to be recognized for it,"
Cassedy said. "I started looking at
the caliber of the other students,
and to be chosen as one of the top
four was pretty exciting."
Cassedy said she plans on going

to graduate school when she has
finished with her undergraduate
work, but once she is ready to en-
ter the working world, she wants
to apply her knowledge toward
structural design, which includes
designing skyscrapers and bridges.
Joe Hughes, the civil and en-

vironmental engineering depart-
ment chair, said the department

last three years, coupled with the
small size of civil engineering at
Rice compared to other schools,
speaks volumes about the qual-
ity of people in our program," he

said. "We couldn't be happier." •

—Greg Okuhara
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Lovett College senior Eve
Bower cut 13 inches off
her tresses and is sending
them to a charity that makes
hairpieces for children who
have lost their hair due
to medical treatment or
disease.

Rice Undergraduates
Hope Their Shorn Tresses
Touch the Lives of
Children

When Rice student Eve Bower

walked into the salon to get her

hair cut, a round of applause

broke out.

While haircuts usually are not
surrounded by fanfare, Bower's
was for one special reason: the 13
inches of hair she was having cut
off would soon cover the head of
a child who, for medical reasons,
had lost his or her hair.
Bower's hair will be sent to Locks

of Love, a nonprofit organization
in Florida that makes hairpieces
for children who have lost their
hair due to cancer chemotherapy
or a disease called alopecia areata.
Alopecia areata is an autoinunune
disease that causes the loss of hair
on the scalp and elsewhere on the
body. About 4 million people in
the United States suffer from the
disease, but onset usually begins
during childhood.
While alopecia areata is not life

threatening, it can be life altering
and have a profound impact on a
child's psychological well being,
especially for young girls. "Maybe
it's a girl thing that we're more
connected to our hair," Bower
said. "I think that's really indica-
tive of how important hair is to
the female culture. I thought, 'If
it's that important, if it's that big
of a deal, think of how big of a
deal it would be to lose it.' For a

little girl, it's that much more in-

tegral to how she defines herself."

Susan Stone, executive director

of Locks of Love, echoed Bower's

statements and added that hair

loss hurts a child's sense of self.

"When they lose their hair, they

have great difficulty in school

because of teasing," Stone said.

"They withdraw from life. They

no longer want to go swimming,

cut, only reinforced her belief that
she was doing something special.
"It was so neat because as soon
as I walked in, they were clapping
and telling me how proud they
were of me," Bower said. "And I
thought, 'What an encouraging
way to go through this.' It was
just a great experience."
Michel Sellouk, owner of

Michel's, said he cuts hair that

"It was so neat because as
soon as I walked in, they were
clapping and telling me how
proud they were of me."

to the mall, hang out with friends,

and they are stared at by strang-

ers." She added that some cancer
patients have said the toughest

part about their radiation treat-

ment was not the pain but the

loss of their hair.
Bower first heard about Locks

of Love when she was a prospec-

tive student visiting the Rice

campus. Then this past February,
when the Lovett College senior

was contemplating what to do

with her hair, a friend suggested

she donate it to Locks of Love.
Remembering the discussion

about the charity from years ear-
lier, Bower decided she wanted to
be a part of it.
And the appreciation shown

by the staff at Michel's Hair and
Colour Salon on West Alabama in
Houston, where she got her hair

will be donated to Locks of Love
free of charge because he feels
the charity is such a noble cause.
"I do this for the simple reason
that it is a good deed," he said.
"The kids are not in good health,
and this is a way to lift their spir-
its. These families are spending
enough money on medication
and treatment, so receiving a free
wig is a great feeling for them."
Michelle Mejia, a Baker Col-

lege sophomore, is another Rice
student who donated her hair to
the nonprofit organization. Mejia
knows firsthand how tough hospi-
tal life can be, especially its effects
on children. She had a 5-year-old
cousin who died from a rare form
of leukemia. Her brother also was
hospitalized with aplastic anemia,
a disease in which bone marrow
stops making enough blood cells.

As Mejia spent time at the hos-
pital, she had the chance to in-
teract with some of the children
who were going through treat-
ments that caused them to lose
their hair. "Some of these kids are
embarrassed to go out," she said.
"If you have long hair and you're
planning on cutting it, what bet-
ter reason to cut it than to give it
to someone who has none? You're
making this person's life happier."
Mejia sent her donation in memo-
ry of her cousin.
Donated hair must be at least

10-inches long to be used in mak-
ing a hairpiece, Stone said, but
financial contributions are just as
important. She said her organi-
zation is receiving plenty of hair
donations, but the more financial
resources they have, the more hair-
pieces they will be able to provide.
About 98 percent of the children
who contact Locks of Love receive
a free hairpiece, which can cost up
to $6,000 to make.
Stone, Mejia, and Bower said

they want to raise awareness
about the charity to keep the ef-
fort going to help children who
have lost their hair. "I'm excited
about talking about this," said
Bower, "because the only reason
I know about Locks of Love is
because someone told me about
it. So I'm hoping to spread the
word." •

—Greg Okuhgra
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'Immortal' 17t.'4
achievement 4741744.k
brings Rice

its first
national
team title

by
George W. Webb III

T
ie headlines across
the country put it a
lot of ways: "Yes, Rice
Can!" and "Rice Guys Fin-
sh First!" and "Champions!"

But no matter how it was stated, the his-
toric message was the same: Rice University,
which has never before won a national champion-
ship in a team sport, is now the national champion in college
baseball. And under the guidance of head coach Wayne Gra-
ham, the Owls did it in convincing fashion, clobbering worthy
opponent Stanford 14-2 in the final game, the largest margin
ever in a College World Series title match.

The national title capped a remarkable season in which
the Owls posted a school-record 30-game winning streak, one
of the longest in NCAA history. For eight straight weeks Rice
was ranked #1 in at least one of the four national polls. For the
seventh year in a row, the Owls captured the Western Athletic
Conference championship.

The Owls' outstanding run through the regular season
earned Rice one of the NCAA's coveted eight national seeds,
ensuring crucial home field advantage for the first two rounds
of the playoffs. But neither round was easy. At the regional,
Rice survived a first-game scare from McNeese State and held
on to win 3-2 in 10 innings. Rice then eliminated Wichita
State in two games to advance to the next stage.

At the super-regional, a best-of-three match-up against
familiar rival University of Houston, Rice fell 5-2 in the
first game. But the Owls calmly won the next two contests
10-2 and 5-2 to advance to the College World Series (CWS)
in Omaha for the second year in a row.

A key breakthrough for the Owls in 2003 was to win their
opening contest in Omaha. In each previous trip to the CWS
(1997,1999, and 2002), Rice lost a close initial game to the
eventual national champion. But this time, Rice dispatched
Southwest Missouri State 4-2 to stay in the winner's bracket
of the double-elimination tournament. That victory set up a
showdown with Texas, the defending national champion and
arguably Rice's archrival over the last two years.

0061/4
044
#404-
71*

I
The opening win
against SMS and
especially the Rice—

Texas match-up captured the public's
imagination in a way few would have pre-

dicted. For dedicated Rice fans, it represented a
chance to get in the driver's seat toward the CWS final and

to exact revenge for last year's excruciating 2-1 loss to the
Longhorns in the CWS opener. For others, it was a Lone Star
version of David and Goliath played out on a national stage.

In Houston, Rice baseball dominated local news, and as
the growing legion of Rice rooters crowded around television
sets, they were not disappointed. On June 16, Rice clobbered
Texas 12-2 to knock the Longhorns into the loser's bracket.
The teams squared off again two days later in a must-win game
for Texas that produced a climactic finish. With the score tied
4-4 in the bottom of the ninth, senior catcher Justin Ruchti
laced a single up the middle, and freshman Matt Cavanaugh
raced home from second to score the winning run and send
Rice to the championship series.

Rice ticket manager David Welsh recalls the scene in
Omaha later that night. "When the team arrived back at the
hotel and they walked into the lobby, it was as if the Beatles
had walked in. It was Rice-mania. The decibel level in the
lobby was incredible."

What had been a groundswell of interest now became
an eruption. "I was here in Houston during those first three
games," recalls Steve Moniaci, senior associate athletic direc-
tor, "and I was trying to convey to Bobby May [athletics di-
rector '551 and our folks in Omaha a sense of the momentum
that was building here and the attention it was getting. Rice
was the lead story for a whole week, not just in sports but in
the news.

"I asked Bobby how many Rice fans he thought were
there in Omaha, and he said a few hundred. I told him, 'By
the weekend you are going to have twice that many'." That
was probably an underestimate. According to one source,

Photography by Tommy LaVergne
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over two thousand Rice fans converged on Omaha for the final
series, and Rosenblatt Stadium became the site of possibly the
largest gathering of Rice alumni ever to occur outside the Rice
campus.

B
., eZai;de
As if to underscore the significance of Rice's own
achievement, the Owls' opponent in the final series was
Stanford University, "a school very much like our own,"

as Rice president Malcolm Gillis noted.
But the match-up was more than a "battle of the brains," as

it was being touted in the national press. In admirable contrast to
the conference defections, coaching scandals, and even criminal

investigations that loomed so large in college sports this year,
Rice and Stanford have long been exemplars of academic in-
tegrity in athletics. To cite just one statistic: Rice's 91 percent
graduation rate for student-athletes (compared to 89 percent
for the overall student body) led the nation in 2002, followed
closely by Stanford's 90 percent mark.

Add to that a bit of rivalry—the Cardinal baseball team
has long been a national power, winning the NCAA champi-
onship in 1987 and 1988 and finishing second in 2000 and
2001. Indeed, while Rice was enjoying its fourth trip to the
College World Series in seven years, Stanford was there for the
fifth year in a row.

"This shows it's still possible to do college athletics the
right way," observed Gillis. "These guys are great athletes and

Rice's 58-12 championship season included a third consecutive Silver Glove series crown vs. Houston.

RIRW- "Riv.
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Closer David Aardsma, #14, helped the Rice Owls claim their seventh straight Western Athletic Conference title.

great students. They make us proud. This is intercollegiate
athletics at its very best, and now the whole country knows
it."

This battle of the best opened in thrilling fashion. In the
first game of the three-game series, junior Chris Kolkhorst, a
fearless left fielder and emotional sparkplug of the Rice team,
made spectacular catches in the eighth and ninth innings to
preserve a 3-3 tie, then scored the winning run for Rice with
two out in the bottom of the 10th.

Stanford evened the series the next day with an 8-3 win,
as Cardinal pitcher John Hudgins (named the Most Out-
standing Player of the tournament) stifled the Owls to earn
his record-tying third victory of the College World Series.

Then it was down to a single game on Monday night,
June 23, for the national title. Unleashing eight decades of
athletic frustration, Rice jumped to an 11-0 lead and went on
to rout the exhausted Cardinals 14-2. "We played the best
game we played all year," said a relieved and jubilant Gra-
ham.

The Owls finished the season with a 58-12 record, in-
cluding 10 shutouts and an inspiring 5-1 mark in extra-in-
ning games. Rice's overall winning percentage of .829 is the
best in school history and was second-best in the nation in
2003.

p
..„.„,he keys to this success were a potent combination of

brilliant defense and nearly invincible pitching. Rice's
fielding percentage of .980 was second best in the

country, as was the Owls' team-earned run average of 2.74.
"There will always be good breaks and bad breaks," says

Coach Graham, "but the things that allow you to overcome
the bad breaks are pitching and defense. I told the team be-
fore we came to Omaha that we've got to be so good that we
don't need any breaks. I thought our pitching, particularly,
and our defense were great."

Senior closer David Aardsma and three sophomore
starters—Jeff Niemann, Wade Townsend, and Philip Hum-
ber—formed the core of one of the best pitching staffs in
the history of college baseball. Aardsma set school records
with 12 saves this year and 17 for his Rice career. He was the
first-round draft pick of the San Francisco Giants and is now
pitching for their Class A team in San Jose.

Niemann, a towering 6'9" right-hander, set a Rice record
for victories with a spotless 17-0 season and a breathtaking
1.70 ERA. He had perhaps his best performance in Rice's

opening game of the CWS, needing just 87 pitches over eight
innings to defeat Southwest Missouri State and put Rice in the
all-important winner's bracket. (See sidebar.)

Not to be outdone, the gregarious Townsend amassed an
11-2 record and struck out 164 batters, a school record. Like
Niemann, he had perhaps his best performance on the biggest
stage, striking out 10 Texas Longhorns in Rice's 12-2 win.
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In Omaha, the team was the fan favorite, and a title-hungry Rice faithful showed up in droves to cheer on the Owls.

But the ultimate clutch performance belonged to the
enigmatic Humber. Entering the Stanford series, Humber had
gone five straight starts without a win. But in Rice's final game,
with the national title on the line, he was masterful, baffling
Stanford's veteran hitters with a disabling mix of three types of
pitches. Humber allowed just eight base runners in his com-
plete-game victory, the first in a CWS title game since 1993.

Niemann and Townsend were named first-team All-Ameri-
cans, while Humber and junior second baseman Enrique Cruz
earned third-team honors. Townsend, junior first baseman
Vincent Sinisi, and senior catcher Jeff Blackinton were named
Academic All-Americans, the first time three Owl teammates
have earned that honor.

C 7 eZ, latio-

The final out against Stanford prompted a joyous
celebration on Rosenblatt Field, where Niemann and
Townsend carried their leader on their shoulders.

Graham seemed humbled by the magnitude of his team's
achievement.

"There are a lot of passionate people around Rice," the
coach said. "They wanted this, and they needed it. I think it
means something to Houston, too. When I was growing up,
Rice stood for a quest to maintain honor and do things the
right way. I think Rice has never lost that commitment, and
giving them an athletic championship means a great deal to

Rice and to Houston."
Back in Houston, the Owls' unprecedented triumph

touched off celebrations that lasted over a week. On
June 24, the day after winning the title, the team went
straight from the airport to a homecoming celebra-
tion at Reckling Park. An ecstatic crowd of more than
4,000 turned out to honor the heroes, rivaling the
park's game attendance records. State Representative
Scott Hochberg '75 and Houston City Councilmem-
ber Annise Parker '78 read proclamations from the
governor and mayor, respectively. E. William Barnett
'55, chair of the Rice Board of Trustees, conveyed
the pride shared by everyone in the Rice community.
"Over the years there have been literally hundreds of
things that made me feel so proud of Rice," he said,
"but the last 10 days in Omaha have been quite spe-
cial. What these young men on this team and Coach
Graham's staff did was provide for the entire nation a
window into Rice University. And I can tell you from
the dozens of phone calls I've received in the last 24
hours, the nation liked what it saw."

On June 26, the team was honored with a victory
parade in downtown Houston. Two days later, the
Owls were guests of honor at a Houston Astros game,
where Graham threw the ceremonial first pitch to for-
mer Owl and current Astros star Lance Berkman '98.
On July 1, the Harris County Commissioners Court
proclaimed Coach Wayne Graham Day. Finally, this
fall the team will visit the White House at the invita-
tion of President George W. Bush.

"Congratulatory letters and phone calls have
poured in, even from people with no connection to
Rice," remarks Brad Hovious, assistant athletic direc-
tor for development. "There has been a mood and a
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glow about this that's tremendously positive. People all over
the country and all over the world have felt it."

Other Rice sports hope to benefit from baseball's success
even as they are challenged to emulate it. "This was a water-
shed event and an eye-opening event for all of us," says May.
"Hopefully it will carry over to recruiting and to ideas about
what is possible at Rice—the inspirational things that can come
from a team national championship at a place that has never
won one."

TRice's historic achievement is the culmination of the
Owls' impressive progress since Graham took the reins
as head coach in 1991. Prior to Graham's arrival, Rice

baseball had never won a conference championship or even

w€4 '

participated in the NCAA tournament. In fact, Rice had
managed just 23 winning seasons in eight decades of com-
petition.

Graham wasted little time in putting Rice on the map.
In 1995, the Owls qualified for the NCAA tournament for
the first time, and the next breakthrough came in 1997 as
the team went to the College World Series for the first time.
Since then, the Owls have fought their way back to Omaha
in 1999 and 2002.

Baseball success was unprecedented for Rice but not for
Graham, who has a history of winning championships. The
native Houstonian, who played collegiately at Texas and then
in the minor leagues for 11 years, won seven district titles in
10 seasons as a high school coach. At the junior college level,
he turned San Jacinto College into a dynasty, winning five
national titles in his 11 years at the helm. Collegiate Baseball

Philip Humber, #20, pitched a complete game in the 14-2 dominance of Stanford, and the celebrating began.
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magazine named him the junior college coach of the cen-
tury.

"That was a wonderful time for me at San Jacinto, but
this is the level I always wanted to coach at," Graham reflects.
"Rice has always been something that Houston is very proud
of, because of the academics and the sense of honor. Those
are two reasons I came to Rice." Although he is the first to
acknowledge that baseball smarts and academic prowess are
very different things, he says he loves coaching smart players
who learn quickly. And he is convinced that Rice's academic
reputation is a recruiting asset.

Graham was deservingly named 2003 national coach of
the year by Collegiate Baseball. May wasted little time in of-
fering Graham a new contract that will keep him at Rice until
2008, when he will be 72 years young.

"I'm going to coach as long as I feel effective," says Gra-
ham, a tough but grandfatherly figure who inspires genuine

devotion among his players. "And to be honest, I feel like I'm
still learning."

LrFor 2004, Rice has lost Aardsma and eight other players
to graduation or the major league draft. But Niemann,
ownsend, and Humber are all returning, along with

the formidable Josh Baker, who posted an 8-0 record and
provided valuable relief in the College World Series.

These four aces and freshman Lance Pendleton further
honed their skills this summer in the prestigious Cape Cod
League, a two-month, invitation-only league for the nation's
best college players. Outfielders Kolkhorst and Austin Davis,
sophomore shortstop Paul Janish (who played for the U.S.
national team this summer), and an excellent group of young
catchers will anchor a lineup that should be solid at the plate

The fourth trip in seven years to the College World Series proved to be the charm as the Owls claimed the trophy.

College World Series1
a a

• STAMM 000 000 110
RICE 3 10 001 03

CHAMPIONS
12
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More than 4,000 fans at Reckling Park, a downtown parade, and an Astros tribute greeted the returning champs.

and in the field.
A repeat championship is a tall order, but Graham does

not rule it out. "We know we are losing a lot of position play-
ers," he explains, "but when you've got four of your top five
pitchers back, you've got to believe you have a shot."

Regardless of what happens, Rice's 2003 championship
is indelible. "Our guys play with a sense of honor," says Gra-
ham. "They play the game the way it is meant to be played.
I will be forever grateful. This team is immortal; it will live
forever." •

V"The team's victory has been huge for us," reports Rice
Campus Store manager Michelle Vanderwater. "The
day after the final game, everything we ordered was

gone as soon as it hit the shelves. We're still selling it everyday,
and orders are coming in by phone, e-mail, and online." If you
want to order Rice championship memorabilia, go to the Rice
Campus Store website at: http://rcstore.rice.edu/.
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By David D. Medina

Pity the hitter who must face Jeff Nie-
mann for he is a giant among college
pitchers. Standing 6' 9" tall, the Rice
sophomore must appear even more im-
posing when throwing fireballs from a
10-inch mound.

Few batters were successful against
Niemann, and no team managed to
beat him. The right-hander went 17-0
for the season with a 1.70 ERA, be-
coming the second pitcher in Division
I history to go undefeated with as many
wins. He also set a Rice record by win-
ning 18 consecutive games.

By the end of the season, he was
declared a titan in the sport and re-
ceived a host of honors: national player
of the year, pitcher of the year, All-Col-
lege World Series, All-America first team, three-time WAC
pitcher of the week, and national pitcher of the week, and he
was a finalist for the Rotary Smith Award.

"His potential is virtually unlimited," says Rice baseball
coach Wayne Graham. And Graham knows talent when he
sees it, having recruited and developed such stars as New York
Yankee pitchers Roger Clemens and Andy Pettitte. Graham
believes that Niemann will be among the top five players in
the draft next year.

To add to Niemann's accolades, he was invited to try out

National Player of the Year

Pitcher of the Year

All-College World Series

All-America First Team

Three-time VVAC Pitcher of the Week

National Pitcher of the Week

Finalist for the Rotary Smith Award

for the 2003 USA Baseball national
team this summer, but he opted to
play in the Cape Cod League, be-
cause he wanted to take a two-week
break before playing again. "I was
physically and mentally exhausted af-
ter the College World Series," he says.

For being such a dominating
pitcher, the 20-year-old doesn't seem
to have a mean bone in his huge
body. He is shy and polite and sur-
prised that success was bestowed on
him so early in life. "I never suspected
anything like this would ever hap-
pen," he admits.

Niemann began playing baseball
when he was five. He pitched and
played first base in little league but
says he was never a star. By the time he
was in middle school, he stood 6' tall

and, of course, with that height, it is almost a prerequisite for
an athlete to play basketball.

Ironically, his height was of little help in a sport that favors
tall people. Niemann tried out for Houston's Lanier Middle
School basketball team but was beaten out by Emeka Okafor,
who is now a star center at the University of Connecticut. "I
gave it my best shot," he says. "So I figured that I would stick
to baseball."

Success in baseball came to Niemann like a good change-
up: slow but effective. At Lamar High School, Niemann
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Jeff shares the World Series win
with one of his biggest fans, his
mom.

didn't make the varsity team
until his second year. In his
senior year he went 9-1 and
led his team to the district
playoffs.

Niemann was not draft-
ed out of high school, even
though he had a 94-mile-
an-hour fastball. Graham
wasted no time in recruiting
Niemann and gave him an
opportunity to pitch in his
freshman year. The record
may not sound spectacular,
but going 5-1 in his first
year of Division I college
baseball is "awfully good,"
says Graham.

But being good was not good enough for Niemann.
"I needed to lose weight and learn how to pitch," he says.
He began running the Rice loop and went from weigh-
ing 270 pounds to 255, which allowed him to have bet-
ter control of his body and to pitch longer in games. In
the previous year, Niemann could not pitch beyond six
innings.

Niemann began to refine his pitching by learning how
to throw to the outside corners of home plate. He also
had to learn to trust himself. "I had to learn that I didn't
have to make the perfect pitch every single time."

With a trimmer body and more control of his pitching,
Niemann added one more weapon to his arsenal of fastball,
slider, and change-up: he picked up a knuckle curveball. "I
started throwing it because my regular curveball was not
consistent," Niemann says. "A knuckle curveball bites a lot
harder, and you can throw it for a strike a lot easier."

That was certainly evident in the opening game of

the College World Series in which Niemann struck out 10
batters in eight innings and allowed only three hits. In his

second game, Niemann had a slow start, but he settled
down and shut down Stanford University for seven innings
and led Rice to a 4-3 victory.

As Niemann competes in the Cape Cod League, where
the best-of-the-best college players play, he is actually look-

ing to relax and have some
fun. But it is almost certain
that after a few innings of
pitching, Niemann will be
like a great white shark ready
to devour any diminutive
batter who comes within
range.

Jeff acknowledges the crowd

at Minute Maid Park during the
Houston Astros tribute to the
champions.

Rice 
and Shine
My alma mater has its first national title and the NCAA's best gradu-
ation rate. If President Malcolm Gillis could reform college athlet-
ics, we'd be unbeatable.

by Paul Burka

Malcolm Gillis, the president of Rice University, likes to tell the story
of the football player who was being recruited by Rice and another
Texas university of, shall we say, less intellectual rigor. The coach of
the other school asked the prospect about his scores on the Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test. "Fifteen-fifty" was the answer—a breathtakingly
high score that is close to the maximum score of 1600. There was a
moment of stunned silence, and then the coach said, "Hell, son, you
could get into school here twice for that."

I went to see Gillis in early July because he is a distinguished
economist, and I wanted to discuss with him a most unlikely vari-
ant of the law of supply and demand: Two weeks earlier, the Rice
baseball team had supplied enough hitting and pitching prowess
at the College World Series to meet the demand of its fans for the
university's first national championship in any sport. Next to the fall
of the Berlin Wall and my children learning to get themselves up in
the morning without vigorous parental prompting, nothing I have en-
countered in life has come as a greater surprise. I say this not only as
a Rice alumnus but also as a former sports editor of the unfortunately
named Rice Thresher.
• During the sixties, when I was at Rice, success in athletics elud-
ed the university with great regularity, particularly in baseball. As I
recall, the rivalry between the Owls and the Texas Longhorns at the
time of my tenure on the Thresher stood at something like 117 wins
for Texas, 13 wins for Rice. Rice played its home games at a ballpark
whose main feature was a sinkhole in right center field, so that when
opposing batters smote the ball in that direction, only the head and
shoulders of our outfielders remained in view as they gave chase.
Attendance was sparse, except on the roof of a nearby residence hall,
where engineering students used a coat hanger and surgical tubing to
fashion a slingshot that propelled water balloons toward the pitcher's
mound in the hope of disconcerting the enemy hurler as he warmed
up. I hadn't thought of these things in decades, but as I watched Rice
extend its lead over Stanford in the 2003 championship game to the
final score of 14-2, I savored the memories. In the eighth and ninth
innings, my phone rang again and again, bringing voices I hadn't
heard in thirty years.

I met Gillis at his summer retreat, ten acres of pines, ponds, and
pasture north of Durham, North Carolina, where he served as provost
at Duke University before taking over the presidency of Rice in 1993.
(He will step down in June 2004.) But I did not make the trip just to
reminisce about the humble origins of Rice's baseball success. Gillis
has been an outspoken critic of the direction in which college ath-
letics is headed—toward more and more professionalization of the
major revenue sports, football and men's basketball, which in turn
leads to the recruiting of players who don't really belong in college
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and the frantic pursuit of more and more revenue. As I flew eastward,
newspaper headlines bore testimony to his concerns. The Atlantic
Coast Conference was raiding the not-so-Big East for Miami and
Virginia Tech, and closer to home, the Baylor basketball program was
under scrutiny following the disappearance of one its players, who is
presumed to have been murdered, possibly by one of his teammates.
Perhaps in Rice's success lay some lessons from which the rest of col-
lege athletics could learn.

When I drove onto his property, Gillis was wielding a farm imple-
ment I hope never to know the name of, tearing out dead pampas grass
near a fence line. He looked anything but academic in sweatpants and
a blue T-shirt whose sleeves had been cut off. I followed him onto a
screened porch, and we sat down at a table. A wasp crawled lazily
across its surface. Bang! His left fist smashed down upon it, bringing
its life to an instantaneous conclusion.

Gillis believes that the big football powers are crushing the ath-
letic aspirations of schools like Rice, with no more effort than it took
him to dispatch the wasp, by denying them the
financial benefits of megaconferences enjoyed
by other private schools with high academic
standards, such as Stanford, Duke, Northwestern,
and Vanderbilt. At least Rice is a reasonable-sized
fish in its smaller pond, the Western Athletic
Conference (WAC), which is an improvement
over the way things were when I was in school.
"From 1966 to 1994," Gillis told me, "Rice went
twenty-eight years without winning a conference
championship in any sport. Then we won the
Southwest Conference track championship. The
next year we won the last Southwest Conference
baseball tournament. We're SWC champions for-
ever. Altogether we've won twenty-three confer-
ence championships and a national championship
since '94. And we've done it while raising our
admissions standards for athletes."

Following the demise of the Southwest
Conference in the mid-nineties, caused by the
exodus of Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, and
Baylor to the Big Twelve, Rice joined the WAC.

The new league took the bold step of becoming
a megaconference of sixteen teams, but when the bigger, richer con-

ferences paid no attention, it broke up into two unrelated eight-team
leagues, the Mountain West Conference being the other. The exclusion
of conferences like the WAC from the major bowl games and fair rep-
resentation in the NCAA basketball tournament is an example of what
Gillis calls "the cartelization of revenue" by the big conferences. They
make the TV deals and they allocate the money to themselves. Still, as
an economist, Gillis of all people must know that the Golden Rule is in
effect in intercollegiate athletics: He who has the gold rules.

Some members of the Rice community —including a certain
sports editor of the Thresher, in his final column—have questioned

whether intercollegiate athletics has a place at the university. Gillis,

however, is not one of the doubters. "I'm a strong believer in diver-
sity," he said. "All kinds of diversity. It's not just a matter of race,

although for years the campus would have been lily-white if not for
black athletes. Diversity also involves how we grew up, our socioeco-
nomic backgrounds, our experiences. Athletes are different from most
of our students. They help to leaven the student body. And they're
loyal. Our athletes donate more than non-athletes do."

One argument Gillis does not buy is the familiar one that a win-
ning athletic team influences alumni to make donations to the univer-
sity. He believes that athletic victories boost the athletic endowment
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(currently around $21 million at Rice, one tenth the size of Stanford's)
but have little impact on general fundraising. A 2001 study showed that
a successful football team does not produce a higher level of giving by
alumni at private universities, including the Ivy League.

There are three issues that Gillis and other reformers would like
to see addressed to slow the movement toward professionalization:
academic reform, reduced spending (especially for multimillion-dollar
coaching salaries), and less commercialization of athletics (for example,
banning the display of corporate logos on uniforms). These were the
principal recommendations of the Knight Foundation Commission on
Intercollegiate Athletics, which issued two reports a decade apart, in
1991 and 2001, producing much publicity but little action.

Gillis, however, has instituted academic reforms of his own at Rice.
One of his first actions on assuming the presidency was to abolish the
separate admissions procedure for athletes that bypassed normal faculty
and administrative channels. Today, athletes are judged in the same man-
ner used for other applicants with special talents, such as architecture and

music students: by a three-member faculty panel, a
majority vote of which is necessary for admission.
(The athletic administration can use a high gradua-
tion rate in a sport to ask for an exception.)

Rice has also gotten rid of special majors open
only to athletes. In my era, these included physical
education and commerce, which was a business pro-
gram—but at the time, Rice had no business major,
just a few courses. Today, managerial studies is a
popular major for athletes and non-athletes alike, but
Rice requires both groups to have a second major.
For athletes, the second choice is often kinesiology.
I winced when Gillis mentioned this major, having
been at Rice in the boot-camp years, when freshmen
were greeted at orientation with "Look to your left.
Look to your right. One of you won't be here next
year" and every non-athlete had to take the inscru-
table Math 100. Gillis must have noticed my reac-
tion, because he said, "Rice is one of the few private
universities that still gives grades of D and F, and
that's true in kinesiology too."

One reform Gillis does not have to worry about
is increasing the graduation rate for athletes, which

can be abysmally low at big-time athletic programs. Rice leads the
NCAA's Division I-A in the graduation rate of its athletes (91 percent,
compared with 89 percent of all students); the baseball team also has
the highest mark in its sport. But the rates are so bad nationwide that the
Knight Commission recommended that teams failing to graduate at least
50 percent of their players within six years should be barred from confer-
ence championships and post-season play.

Is it possible, I wondered, that Rice—the university with the small-
est enrollment in Division I-A, just 2,700 undergraduates—could be the
model for all of intercollegiate athletics?

"There are two scenarios for the future," Gillis told me. "Scenario
number one is increasing commercialization until, over a period of ten to
fifteen years, the teams in the big conferences will be semiprofessional,
with athletes getting paid. Scenario number two is that presidents and
boards come to their senses and institute some reforms." He paused for a
moment, and then he said, "Do you know how much I am willing to bet
that never happens?"

Reprinted with permission from the August 2003 issue of Texas
Monthly. Paul Burka is senior executive editor of Texas Monthly
and a 1963 graduate of Rice University.





"We are an outward-looking university.

Continuing education is one of the main aspects

of our outreach and has been for a long time."

It's Thursday evening, and visitors to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

take an elevator to a classroom on the second floor of the Beck Building.

"Are you here for the Rice class?" a museum staff member asks, and she

guides them to the lecture on Japanese photography.

Meanwhile, at a community college in Montgomery County, a
group of business professionals meets to discuss the intricacies of leg-
islation dealing with employee health and safety. Another Rice class

has begun.
On the Rice campus, adults arriving from work greet their instruc-

tors in Spanish or French or Arabic. Others settle in for a lecture by a
Rice physics professor or prepare for an instructor's critique of their
writing.

Rice University is about to enter the lives of hundreds
of Houstonians, as it does nearly every weekday evening

in the fall and spring. These students have come to the
School of Continuing Studies to further their education,
but they also will gain a personal impression of the uni-
versity they may have glimpsed only while driving down
Main Street.
For countless business and community leaders, teach-

ers, and intellectually curious individuals, Continuing

Studies is Rice. "Continuing Studies has made friends

for Rice at all levels of the community," notes Dean
Mary McIntire. "We have a tremendous impact on the

way the public views Rice."
This year, the school is celebrating the 35th anniver-

sary of its first course. Although the school has under-

gone major changes in its curriculum, its mission has

remained the same since 1968: to offer the community
educational opportunities that reflect the excellence of
Rice University.
From its modest beginning as a provider of engineer-

ing short courses, the School of Continuing Studies
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— Malcolm Gillis

has come to represent Rice in nearly every segment of the Houston

community. An annual conference on nonprofit board leadership

draws influential community and corporate leaders. Human resource

managers from business, government, healthcare, and education at-
tend classes to stay up-to-date in their
fields. School districts around the
country send teachers to learn how to
lead Advanced Placement courses for
college-bound students.
Rice has forged ties with the sym-

phony, the ballet, the city's major
museums, and professional associa-
tions through Continuing Snidies's
joint educational ventures with these
organizations. More importantly, the
school connects the university with
the general public. Any staff member
at Continuing Studies will tell you
that class participants rarely distin-
guish between Rice and its continu-
ing education program. "Why doesn't
Rice offer. . ?" and "Thank you,
Rice, for your class on. . . "are typi-
cal comments on course evaluations.
Why is Rice in the continuing edu-

cation business? Community service
and community goodwill rank high
on the list of reasons. "We are an

outward-looking university," says President Malcolm Gillis. "Con-

tinuing education is one of the main aspects of our outreach and has

been for a long time. In fact, for a long time, continuing education

was our only outreach program, and the example it has set has led to

numerous other programs, many of which have been immensely suc-

cessful."
Gillis points to another important aspect of Rice's mission, one

that Continuing Studies is uniquely qualified to fulfill in the com-

munity—interdisciplinary studies. "There is an increasing disconnect

between the world of science and engineering and the world of hu-
manities and social sciences that we at Rice work very hard to avoid,"
says Gillis. "We try to repair this disconnect." For Continuing Stud-

ies, this means bringing together scholars from inside and outside of
Rice for a multidisciplinary approach to timely subjects such as the
uses of nanotechnology, medical ethics, the future of neuroscience,

or concerns raised by genetic research.

For countless busi-

ness and community

leaders, teachers, and

intellectually curious

individuals, Continu-

ing Studies is Rice.

"Continuing Studies

has made friends

for Rice at all levels

of the community,"

notes Dean Mary

McIntire. "We have a

tremendous impact

on the way the public

views Rice."

Formation of the
Office of Continuing
Studies was
announced in 1967.

28 Rice Sallyport



"People are hungry not only for information, but also for interpretation

of the world around them," says Dean McIntire. "They come to us for

that. Its our role to anticipate those needs and meet them."

Although the school encourages Rice alumni attendance by offering
discounted fees, only about 6 percent of its nearly 10,000 learners
each year are Rice graduates. In fact, many Continuing Studies stu-
dents were introduced to Rice through the school. In the school's
most recent participant survey, 68 percent of those responding said
Continuing Studies was their first involvement with Rice, and 76 per-
cent said it is their only or most important involvement with Rice.
From its beginning, the program was intended for the entire com-

munity. In announcing the formation of the Office of Continuing
Studies in December 1967,
Rice president Kenneth S.
Pitzer said, "Emphasis will be
given to engineering and other
fields of interest to Rice alum-
ni, but the courses will be open
to all qualified applicants." The
first Continuing Studies class,
held in June 1968, dealt with
the low-temperature process-
ing of petroleum products and
was led by Professor Thomas
Leland of the Department of
Chemical Engineering.
By 1974, the program

had broadened its audience—and Rice's community appeal—with
courses such as the Evolution of Christian Thought, Making Films
and Video Tapes, and the Business Man's Guide to Computers and
Data Processing. That year, Continuing Studies also offered Rice's
first public courses in foreign languages.
Today the School of Continuing Studies is probably best known

for its offerings in the humanities, arts, and sciences, many taught
by Rice faculty members. It is one of the few continuing education

units in the state and among only a handful in the country that fea-
tures a full complement of noncredit courses on academic subjects.
But with each decade bringing new technology and economic

booms and busts, Continuing Studies has responded with profes-
sional development courses as well, less visible to the general public
but well respected within professional circles. The school began
offering professional computer programming courses in the early
1980s and established the Rice Technology Education Center in
1997. Its award-winning program in human resource management,
which prepares people to enter the HR profession or coaches them for
certification exams, is one of the three largest of its kind in the United
States. Through a series of courses on many aspects of fundraising,
Continuing Studies has trained development professionals from nearly
every major nonprofit organization in Houston. Two years ago, it be-
gan offering training for professional financial planners.
For every enrollee, thousands more see Continuing Studies's

newspaper advertisements and its website, where the public can
browse through the list of stimulating academic topics as well as
personal enrichment classes in creative writing, studio art, personal
finance, and other areas. Still others know Rice Continuing Studies
through its donations of courses at community fundraising events
throughout the year.

Top: Instructor Kristin Flanagan with interna-
tional students in the English as a Second
Language program.

Left: Rice University history professor Gale
Stokes leads a Continuing Studies class in
Eastern European history.

The school's role as a highly vis-
ible ambassador of goodwill for Rice
to the wider community began with a
1976 series of public programs on the
American Bicentennial called Interpret-

ing America. Twenty minicourses on American history, politics,
religion, science, and art coincided with the broadcast of the im-
mensely popular PBS television series, America. With underwriting
from a major Houston bank, Rice benefited from the widespread
advertising and news coverage. Instructors were prominent Rice
professors, including Harold Hyman, Ira Gruber, and Frank Van-
diver. Families, friends, and civic club members were encouraged
to enroll together in classes held on campus and at the Kinkaid
School. Through Continuing Studies, Rice was becoming known as
a friendly place to learn in an informal atmosphere—from some of
the top professors in their fields.
A growing number of newcomers to Houston learned about Rice

in the oil boom years of the late 1970s and early 1980s. If you had
just arrived from Michigan, you could sign up for the Continuing
Studies program Living Texas and learn about the state's history,
ethnic groups, wildlife, music, and other subjects, both serious and
lighthearted. The program was mentioned in Newsweek and was the
subject of an article by the Los Angeles Times news service, appear-
ing in newspapers as far away as the Netherlands. "How to Walk
and Talk Like a Texan" was the headline in one statewide magazine.
Living Texas spawned High Noon, a series of noontime talks held
downtown, and Waltzing Across Texas, which were bus trips led by
TV journalist and Texas historian Ray Miller.
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are very

world with

"The people in our program who attend our courses

, very influential, whether they are school teachers

influencing children or whether they are out in the business

more direct influence. They are decision-makers

and they want to be well informed."

For nearly 20 years, Rice also garnered national publicity with a
program that attracted top names in the American publishing in-
dustry. Continuing Studies's Rice University Publishing Program,
begun by Bill Broyles and Mike Levy of Texas Monthly, was the only

one of its kind in the Southwest and featured speakers from Simon
and Schuster, Random House, the New Yorker, Esquire, and Rolling

Stone, among others. It was one of several initiatives credited by for-
mer Rice president George Rupp with promoting Rice as a premier

university to the national media.
Over the years, the public has come to expect Continuing Stud-

ies to tackle subjects of national
and international significance.
Hundreds attended Summit
101, as one newsman dubbed a
course on the Economic Summit
held at Rice in 1990. In 1992,
the manager of the national Re-
publican convention held at the
Astrodome spoke in a Continuing
Studies behind-the-scenes course
on the subject. When American
astronauts prepared for their first
joint space mission with Russian
cosmonauts in 1995, Continuing
Studies provided instruction on
Russian language and cultural dif-
ferences for astronauts and other NASA personnel.

Continuing Studies ushered in the millennium with the course

Ten Events That Shaped Our Century, featuring Rice professors

who spoke on breakthrough events in their particular fields. The

course was so popular that another section was added and the

program was repeated the following semester. Two years ago, just
weeks after 9/11, nearly 250 people signed up for two evenings of

faculty panel discussions on America and Islam.
"This is part of what any great university should do," says Don

Eng,lestadt, a retired oil company engineer who now takes Continu-
ing Studies courses on, among other subjects, poetry and philoso-

Geographer Jeffrey Roet teaches a Continuing Studies course on geopolitics.

— Mary McIntire

phy. "I've met people of all ages and walks of life. These courses
broaden your horizons and open up different ways of dealing with
issues and new ways of thinking."

Karen and Richard Thaller, whose daughter is a Rice graduate,
have been taking Continuing Studies courses since 1993. One eve-
ning a week, they shut down their pediatric office and head for Rice
to do something completely different and stimulating. "I think it
makes people feel like Rice is part of their community rather than
just a school you send your kids to," says Richard. Together they've
learned about archaeology, King Arthur, African civilizations, the

Mayans, the Victorian age, mod-
ern Russia, and the Vikings. "This
is the best of what a university can
offer," Karen believes.
"What has been interesting to

me is the mutual respect that our
faculty and our audience have for
the expertise and the intelligence
of one another," says McIntire.
"The people in our program
who attend our courses are very,
very influential, whether they are
school teachers influencing chil-
dren or whether they are out in
the business world with more di-
rect influence. They are decision-

makers and they want to be well informed."
In the late 1970s, Continuing Studies began making friends for

Rice on an international scale. Its English as a Second Language
Program was designed primarily for international students preparing
to enter American universities or professional careers that require
English proficiency. In a given seven-week session, 100 to 150 in-
ternational students come to the Rice campus five days a week to
master English language skills. Families in Turkey, Venezuela, Saudi
Arabia, Korea, and nearly 40 other countries have sent their sons
and daughters—and then their cousins, nieces, and nephews—as
word spread about Rice's ESL program. These young adults' first
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impressions of the United States and its higher education system
are made at Rice and taken back to their home countries. "Our ESL
students are already leaders in their countries, or they will be," says
Kathleen Sayers, associate dean and longtime director of Continu-
ing Studies's language programs. ESL students have included physi-
cians, oil magnates, film stars, accomplished writers, and photogra-
phers as well as consuls general and their family members.
In 1995, the school recognized a golden opportunity to pro-

mote Rice to top high school students here in the United States. It
launched a summer institute for teachers of Advanced Placement
(AP) courses—those who teach some of the nation's brightest
students. In nine years, the institute, co-sponsored by the College
Board, has become one of the largest and most respected in the
country. Nearly 1,500 teachers attended the institute last summer.
This year, Continuing Studies has added a workshop, supported by
the Texas Education Agency, on teaching gifted and talented high
school students. At Rice, teachers will learn classroom techniques to
inspire their best students. They will take back positive impressions
of Rice's campus, its faculty,
and its dedication to teach-
ing excellence.
The success of the AP in•

stitute led Continuing Stud-
ies to apply for and win a
grant from the National Sci-
ence Foundation to create
a national digital library of
resources specifically for AP
teachers of biology, chem-
istry, and physics and their
students. These efforts have
put Rice at the forefront
nationally in teacher profes-
sional development.

Susie and Mel Glasscock
were two Houstonians who,
in the late 1970s, relished
the idea of going back to
Rice for enrichment classes.
"We were remodeling houses, and we started taking courses in
terior design, Persian rugs, that sort of thing," Susie Glasscock
recalls. But, as so often happens with those who initially take Con-
tinuing Studies lifestyle courses, the couple was drawn into the
campus experience and became interested in studying weightier
subjects again.
"We began taking academic courses just for the pure joy of it," says

Susie. Nearly every year, they came back to learn about the history of
Houston, the works of Michelangelo, ancient Egypt, the Civil War,
critical decisions in the history of America, and many other subjects.

Mel Glasscock, a Texas A&M University graduate who earned his
M.S. in mechanical engineering at Rice in 1961, is an unabashed fan of
Continuing Studies courses.

"When they come to Rice, Continuing Studies

students have the opportunity to benefit both

from the scholarship and from the teaching

devotion, passion, and skill of the Rice

faculty. The students benefit, and the faculty

certainly benefit from having the kind of

students that Continuing Studies provides."

William Pettus Hobby Professor of History
-John Boles,

in-
'62

"Where else can you hear profes-
sors like these—experts in their
fields?" His favorite course over
the years? "Renaissance music," he
replies without hesitation.
In 1999, the Glasscocks, own-

ers of a successful petrochemical
marketing company, decided to
support the school financially. The
two will be honored at a gala in
September to mark Continuing
Studies's anniversary. Their major
gift has become the cornerstone
of a fund McIntire hopes will as-
sure Continuing Studies's financial
future. Supported only by course
fees since its inception, the school
is reluctant to continue to raise
tuition even though costs have
risen dramatically over the past
few years. McIntire believes the

program should remain affordable to a wide segment of the public.
At the same time, the school looks toward expanding its profes-

sional development offerings to strengthen its financial base and
serve new populations. And it is investigating its first degree-grant-
ing program—a Master of Liberal Studies curriculum geared for
working people, with classes held at night and on weekends. Even-
tually, McIntire would like to see Continuing Studies reach out
across the Internet with courses for alumni and other groups outside
the Houston area.
John Boles, William Pettus Hobby Professor of History at Rice

and one of Continuing Studies's staunchest faculty supporters,
has called the school the "premier educational outreach agency of
the university" for its ability to showcase Rice research and faculty
and forge beneficial community partnerships. "When they come to
Rice," Boles says, "Continuing Studies students have the oppor-
tunity to benefit both from the scholarship and from the teaching
devotion, passion, and skill of the Rice faculty. The students benefit,
and the faculty certainly benefit from having the kind of students
that Continuing Studies provides."
They are students who sign up for their Rice class each semester

and arrive on weekday evenings to reconnect with learning, expect-
ing—and receiving—the best from the university they have come to
call their own.
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The H.E.A.R.T. of the Matter
Rice University has a lot of H.E.A.R.T. That's health, education, arts, recreation,
and technology. On April 17, The South Main Center Association, which is made up
of neighborhoods, institutions, and businesses adjacent to South Main Street from
West Alabama to South Loop 610, presented its H.E.A.R.T. of Houston City Builder
Award to Rice for the university's contributions to the growth, vitality, and culture
of the Houston area.

Former secretary of state James A. Baker, Ill, and Rice trustee Steven Miller
provided remarks at the award ceremony, and the award was accepted on behalf of
Rice by President Malcolm Gillis. Previous City Builder Award winners include Bob McNair

and the Houston Texans, the Texas Medical
Center, the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo, Dominique De Menil, and the
Houston Endowment.

The keynote address for the event,
"Reflections on Rice," was given by Wil-
liam Broyles Jr. '66, founding editor of
Texas Monthly, who later served as editor
of CaliforniaMagazineand editor-in-chief of
Newsweek. Following his stint at Newsweek,
he vowed never to hold a job again. So, since
1984, Broyles has been, in his own words,
an unemployed and occasionally homeless
Vietnam veteran. But that doesn't mean he
hasn't been busy.

He has lectured and taught at Rice, the
University of California at Los Angeles,
the University of Southern California,
New York University, Columbia, the U.S.
Naval Academy, the Smithsonian, and
the University of Texas at Austin, but he is
best-known for his work in television and film.
lie co-created the television series China Beach,
which won four Emmys, and he wrote screenplays for
the films Apollo 13, Cast Away, the remake of Planet of
the Apes, Unfaithful, and the upcoming Polar Express.
He also is the author of the book Brothers in Arms.

Awards have come to Broyles since his days at Rice,
when he won the Hugh Scott Cameron Award for service to the university. A Marshall Scholarship
then took him to Oxford University, and in 1993, he was presented with Rice's Distinguished Alumnus
Award. Professionally, Broyles has won three National Magazine Awards for his work on Texas Monthly,
and Apollo 13 earned him an Academy Award nomination, a Writer's Guild Award, and the PEN Center
Literary Award for best screenplay.

Although Broyles still doesn't hold a steady job, he remains busy with work on new books and
screenplays.

Above: William Broyles gives the
H.E.A.R.T. keynote address. Middle,
from left to right: Steven Miller,
James A. Baker, Ill, Malcolm Gillis,
and Broyles. Bottom: Gillis greets
Broyles following the speech.
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Francis Lowenheim Walter Isle

Without Rice, I woulcn't be here.
I don't mean here, speaking, I mean, HERE
on Earth, existing.. My parents went to Rice; they met right
down the street, washing dishes at Autry House. I was a Rice baby; I

even went to my dad's graduation. In fact, Autry House brings back

other memories. As a freshman, I paraded down Main Street, past

Autry House, in my pajamas as the seniors sat in convertibles with

freshman girls and shot us with whipped cream, all the while shouting

"Slime, slime, slime" at us.

That's what freshman boys were. Slime. We were slaves to the

sophomores. We wore beanies. We had to sit naked on blocks of ice

and race up and down the corridors. That was my first introduction to

the culture and dignity of academic life. I gather it's different now.

t grew up down the Houston Ship Channel from Rice in Baytown, a refinery town built around an oil field.
I used to stand on the bay and watch the ships go by and want to go down the channel with them, anywhere.
Instead, I went up the channel to college at Rice. It was a better choice, for there the whole world opened up to
me. Eventually I even stopped being a slime.

Professors like Allen Matusow, Francis Loewenheim, and Walter Isle helped me fall in love with literature,
with history, with the rich varieties of experience, with art and music and creativity. From my fellow students, I
learned to work together, to have fun, to make something out of nothing. It was with a bunch of my Rice friends
that I began Texas Monthly. We'd worked on the Rice student newspaper—how hard could doing a real magazine
be?

And Larry McMurtry—I took creative writing from him. He so despaired of our talent that he was reduced
most classes to reading from his novel in progress that he would end up calling The Last Picture Show. I listened
to it, stunned. I grew up haunting my little library in Baytown, thinking literature was something you read about
England or Russia or France or maybe New England. Not Texas. But listening to McMurtry's books, I knew the
characters. I knew that place. It might as well have been Baytown. It was a shock, a realization that changed
my life. You could write about this? About Texas?

From Rice I learned so much. It is, as is the Texas Medical Center, one of the great institutions of Texas,
and you deserve much gratitude for supporting it. It taught me the value of education, of culture and critical
thinking. It taught me to ask questions.



O Broyles, age 4, with his father. His first Rice shirt anticipates

his graduation year.

Which naturally brings me to the image of Tom Hanks running

around in a mo - cap suit with his fake head suspended above him on

a pole. That was all to show him as a child in a movie! just finished

filming called Polar Express, based on the children's book about the

loss of the childhood belief in magic and wonder. All to make the

unreal seem real. The same sense of unreality surroundedApo//o /3.

We worked so hard to make Mission Control seem real that the real

astronauts who advised us kept bumping into the wall on their way to

where they remembered the bathroom to be. And Cast Away, where

we had to sweep the evidence of hundreds of crew members off the

beach before every take so the viewer would believe Tom Hanks was

there all by himself.

Making movies is about making the unreal seem real. That was what struck me about September 11. It

seemed like a movie. I was so used to thinking everything I saw on my TV was fake that I couldn't believe it was

true.

Or like war itself. It seems so clean and neat on TV, as if it is under control, guided, directed, like a

movie—not chaotic and messy and bloody and horrible, the way wars always are. It seems almost fake, but it

is all too real. The extras don't get up and wipe off the fake blood and go have a smoothie. The dead stay dead.

But because it comes to us the same way movies do, it somehow seems distanced. We become numb. We must

be careful not to take it for granted.

Because we are very good at making illusions—at making bits of celluloid, captured moments of light,

pixels, and binary codes pass for real. With the technology we are using on Polar Express, you could, if you

wanted, now make movies with Tom Hanks forever. You could take Paul Newman as a young man and play him

opposite Paul Newman as an old man or give Tom Hanks Paul Newman's eyes. Or forget actors entirely, every

director's dream. What we can do is now so different from what we should do. Whatever we can imagine, we

can put in front of you. It is not to be taken lightly.

At the core is something again I learned at Rice, which is the uses of language, the art of telling stories.

That's what we do with film, and we've gotten very good at it.

Taken together, American television and film are one of our three biggest exports, right behind weapons. Smart

bombs, dumb movies, that's America's export strategy. English is the world, now—the global language.

Storytelling is what humans do. It's what I guess I do, with words and pictures. From the time the first

humans gathered around the campfire to pass down oral legends like the Iliad, the Epic of Gilgamesh, and the

Tale of Khieu, the heroes and heroines that inspire us—right down to those of Spiderman and the Lord of the

Rings and, yes, Apollo 13 and Cast Away—we know through stories.

Our religions are based on stories, ofJesus, of Mohammed, of Moses and Buddha. Jesus taught best through

parables, which are stories. Politics, advertising, business, all work through stories. "We've got a great story to

tell"—that's what you hear, whether the story is about a senator or soap. Journalism thrives on stones. Stories

underlie our own national identity and those of other nations and peoples as well.

The Palestinian—Israeli conflict is the clash of two different national narratives. Hitler sold the German people

a story about humiliation, redemption, and destiny. Osama bin Laden has sold a similar story of humiliation

and revenge to Al Qaeda. In each, there

is a scapegoat, an enemy, that is less than

human, that has to be exterminated.

And we, of course, are living out our

own story. Of an innocent nation brutally

attacked which now has to go do battle

against evil—in the name of freedom,

democracy, and all things good.

The great value of education, of what

Rice does, is to teach us to think critically

about stories, to understand the stories of

O With members of his platoon in a

foxhole west of Da Nang, Vietnam, in

1969.



A. With fellow Thresher staff members.

others and not just our own. It reminds us how universal are our feelings and dreams. How we don't have a
monopoly on suffering, virtue, or wisdom. How we sometimes can be wrong. It restores our common human-ity.

And that is much in need of restoration. The most powerful weapons, after all, are not guns and bombs and
germs. The most powerful weapon is the mind that lets us pull the trigger, push the button, or seal the deadly
letter and mail it. It is the story in our heads that lets us see others as less than ourselves.

In War and Peace, Tolstoy shows us Nikolai Rostov, a young cavalry officer obsessed with dreams of his
own heroism. In his first battle, he suddenly realizes that those hard-faced men coming toward him are the
enemy and they want to kill. . . oh my god, they want to kill me! "Why would they want to kill me," he wonders,
"I whom everyone loves so much?"

At that moment, he realizes that he is an extra in someone else's movie, he's an "enemy"—something to
be stabbed or shot or blown away. Something less than human.

Rostov was doing what we all do. He was living the story of his own life, unconnected from anyone else.
I, too, have my own personal movies, screening 24/7, not at the local multiplex but inside my own head. Some
are realistic, some are fantasies, but they always have one star: me. I was always ready for Mr. DeMille to shoot
my close-up. And I suspect lam not alone, that this is simply what we do.

For us as individuals and for us as a nation, it's not easy to realize that in real life we are sadly not always
the star. Others may not enjoy being extras in the movie of our life. The same is true of how the rest of the world
sees us. Our story is one of freedom and opportunity. In that story we mean well and wish others to succeed
and enjoy what we have.

But look around the world. Surprise. Some people see us as self-centered, arrogant, and downright
dangerous. In that story, we play the rich prep school kid everyone loves to hate. The one who talks too loud,
has too much, notices nothing. Who wants everyone to speak his language.

That is why lam so honored to be here with James Baker. When he represented this country at the highest
levels, he spoke quietly and with respect for the rest of the world, but he still managed to represent our interests,
to show that it was possible to be decent and respectful and tough and American all at once.

What we learn from a place like Rice can restore our humility. It can reconnect us to nature, to other
people, to ourselves. One way it does that is by being rigorous. By helping its people fail as well as succeed.

I went to Rice to study math and engineering. At a less rigorous school, I might have done okay, but at Rice
I was like a good high school basketball player suddenly thrust into the NBA. My inadequacies were smoked
out. I was blitzed, bombed, obliterated. On my first math test I made a six. Out of a hundred.

I failed. An F.
And that failure was the best thing that ever happened to me.
Right after I graduated from Rice and Oxford I found myself slogging through the jungles of Vietnam with

a bunch of teenaged high school dropouts. Inoculated against all known diseases, armed to the teeth, plugged
into rock and roll, we were lost in a world we neither recognized nor understood. We might as well have been
on the Moon.

I thought of my friends who had graduated from Rice with me. They were going to law school, getting jobs,
starting families. And I, I was nowhere, fighting a war I didn't even believe in, terrified of my own death. The
hopes I had and the ambitions I nourished as I sat at my graduation had all been lost. Sort of like Chuck on his
island in Cast Away. None of my dreams had come true. I felt like such a failure.

Again.
As I lay awash in self-pity and fear out

near the Ho Chi Minh Trail, I saw some-
thing wonderful—the streaking light of
a spaceship in the infinity of space, the
fleeting passage of Apollo 13 on its way to
the real Moon.

For years, I was determinedto get to the
top: of my career, of the world, whatever. I
even went to the point of climbing the high -
est mountain in the Western Hemisphere,

II Broyles at the dedication of the
Vietnam War Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C.
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O On top of Halfdome in Yosemite.

some 23,000 feet high—more than four miles above where we are at this moment.

All! thought about as I climbed was exactly the word that had driven my ambition: up, up, up.

I didn't know what I expected to find. Maybe I expected to reach out and touch something: God, meaning,

the universe, something.

I got to the top, and! looked around—higher at that moment than any human being standing on two feet

on this side of the planet—and all I could think was, down, down, down.

Why? Because when you get to the top, you realize there is no place else to go. And you are all. . . alone.

So who wants to stay there? Better to climb back down, or, as usually happens to me, fall off, pick yourself up,

and go find another mountain.

It's that going down, that falling off, that failure that stays with you, sticks in your gut, and keeps you go-

ing.

Success feels good, but it makes you soft, saps your courage, makes you satisfied. Failure hurts—and it

can really, really hurt—but it forces you to use your wits, to gather your energies, to try again.

Which brings me back to lying in that rice paddy. That "failure" years later gave me my start in film. It

became the basis for my TV series China Beach, which explored how women and men behave as heroes in

impossible circumstances. How they turn national failure into personal victory.

As for Apollo 13, the lunar mission I saw streaking across the sky from my rice paddy, it blew up and never

made it to the Moon. NASA considered the flight a failure and wrote it off. Its astronauts were shuttled off to

obscurity and never flew in space again.

But precisely because it was a failure, Apollo 13 was the best Moon flight to make a movie about.

Why?

Because it showed how men and women rise to great challenges.

The astronauts could not have made it home unless every single one of the people on the ground did their

job exactly right under excruciating

pressure. Not just the stars, but every-

one had to do their jobs, to be part of

something larger than themselves.

By today's standards, the space-

ships then were tin cans; the computers

could not even run a Nintendo. In the

movie, Tom Hanks, as Jim Lovell,

proudly boasts to some congressmen

II With Evan Smith, the current

editor of Texas Monthly, and Greg

Curtis, Bill's roommate at Rice and

publisher of Texas Monthlx



A. President John F. Kennedy in Rice Stadium. B. Alan Grob

that they have a computer that "sends out millions of instructions and fits in a single room!"
Okay, laugh on. Who knows what our children will find so amusing about what we today find so amaz-ing.

What NASA back then believed was so state-of-the-art now seems quaint, like a slide rule or a black-and-
white TV. But could we send a man to the Moon today? Every single veteran of NASA I talked to said no, we
couldn't. We've gotten too big, too divided, too careful. Too afraid of failure.

But there was a time when human beings dared to leave this planet and venture into space, when people
like us got up one morning to go to the Moon.

Going to the Moon. What a harebrained dream. Almost like the Greeks spending 10 years besieging
Troy because of some woman. But those are the dreams that move us forward—the dreams of Columbus, of
Lindbergh, of Jonas Salk and Madame Curie. Of William Marsh Rice and the men and women who teach and
do research at the university that bears his name. Nobel Prize winners.

Those "What if. . . Why not?" dreams that are risky, that may not succeed, that most likely will fail—that
will be seen as mistakes.

Fail like Apollo 13. But what a failure and, in the end, when we rescued our brothers from the blackness
of space, what a victory. And what a reminder of how great we once
dreamed and how small we dream today.

Apollo 13 also is a reminder of the ultimate failure hard-wired into
us. We don't live forever. We are made to self-destruct, Life, as they say,
is the one disease for which there is no cure. Although if one is found,
it will likely be right here, in the union of these two great institutions
on either side of Main Street.

et But that is the great, brilliant failure from which everything flows.
It is what makes life—for all its bruises, batterings, false starts, and

e.• dead ends, its blind alleys and sudden reversals—so rich and so worth
p. clinging to. We have life so briefly. A blink of an eye, a whisper in

infinity, a streaking line of light crossing the night sky above a lonely
rice paddy far, far away.

But for a brief moment, we live, we love, and we make the failures
it that save us—the failures that make us human.

With Tom Hanks and Robert We saw on-screen today President Kennedy's speech at Rice an-
It nouncing we were going to the Moon. I was there, in the audience.Zemeckis on the set of Cast Away

Wearing my beanie. A slime.in Fiji.
And I was at Rice a year later when President Kennedy was mur-

dered. We were stunned, heartbroken, grief-stricken. All our professors
o canceled their classes for the next day. All except Alan Grob, my English professor.

We were surprised. Dr. Grob was an admirer of the president and a Democrat himself. We went to his
class sullen and sad and resentful. Who was he to drag us into an English lesson on a day when real life was
so overpowering?

But then Dr. Grob entered, he opened a book, and he read "Lycidas," by John Milton. The assigned text for
the day, and a poem about grieving for a man of great promise dying too young.

It was a transcendent example of how literature can give structure to unruly human emotions, how art can
channel grief. How it can comfort and connect us.

It struck me like a bolt of lightning. I knew, then, that somehow, in my own way, I would try to do that.
Dr. Grob changed my life that day.
Rice is being honored as a city builder. But Rice also helped build me. And thousands like me. The first

word of Cast Away is "time," that relentless process that runs our lives. The last words are "thank you," the
gratitude we should feel for what we have been given. Rice has given me so much. And for that, I say, with all
my heart . . .

Thank you.
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He who dies with the most games wins.
At least, that's what Tony Elam enjoys telling people, and judging
from the 5,000 games he has amassed over the last 31 years, he is a
sure bet to win hands down. At least in Texas. Elam believes that he
has the largest collection in the Lone Star State, though it does fall
short of the world record of 15,000 games.
By day, Elam is associate dean of the George R. Brown School

of Engineering, but during his
spare time he is an avid col-
lector and player of board and
card games. You can tell that's
his passion. His big, boyish face
lights up when he talks about
his collection.
"I'm still a kid," he says. "I

still get excited about getting
the next game in the mail. It's the excitement of the anticipation
that keeps me going."

If he keeps going much longer, he may be out of a house and
home. Elam stores all 5,000 games in his suburban four-bedroom
house. Board games occupy every room except the bathrooms, kitch-
en, and laundry space, and most closets are crammed full of games.

"I'm still a kid. I still get excited about
getting the next game in the mail. It's
the excitement of the anticipation
that keeps me going."_ Tony Elam

His wife, Cherie, pauses for a moment to see if there is a room
that does not hold Elam's collection. "I was thinking," she says,
"there weren't any games in the living room, but actually, there are
some in the credenza."

"As my two sons leave the house, I am beginning to put stuff in
their rooms," Elam admits. He took advantage of his oldest son's
departure to college by replacing the queen-size bed with a small

twin, then filled the room with
shelves replete with a variety of
board and card games.

One bedroom serves solely
for storage. It has floor-to-ceil-
ing bookshelves that line the four
walls and spill over with board
games. In the middle of that
room, he's put more shelves to

accommodate his growing collection. Elam barely manages to ma-
neuver through the tight squeeze in search of his prize possessions.

"Here's the first popular edition of Monopoly, made in 1935,"
he says, his excitement growing with every board game he shows
off. "This is Polly Anna, made in 1916, and here's White Squadron,



which is about 100 years old." His
collection from the middle decades
of the 20th century include Bull
and Bears, a stock market game
made in 1935; The Lone Ranger,
which was created in 1938; and Clue,
made in 1949. "Now here's a beautiful
little game called Rudolph the Rednose
Reindeer, from 1948," he says, before he
moves to the present, pulling out in quick suc-
cession The Godfather, Subway Vigilante, Elvis,
Cosmic Encounters, Junta, and Members Only. As he
names each game, he gives a brief explanation of its history
and rules.

Elam's collection ranges from the most common and popular
games, such as Clue, to the rare and hard to find, such as Full Metal
Planet and Super Gangs, both made in France and out of print. Last
April, he bought a Canadian game called Crokinole, originally cre-
ated in the late 1800s.
Using the Internet and other sources, Elam is constantly search-

ing for the latest development in board games. He is particularly
interested in games that have a unique and beautiful design and
games that have the "neatest" components, such as play pieces
made of metal or wood rather than plain cardboard or plastic. "I am
always intrigued by what will be the next innovation or novel mech-
anism," he explains. For example, he bought a racing game made in
Africa in which the play pieces consist of two handcrafted wooden
rhinoceroses tied to a leather strap.

After years of amassing games, Elam is refining his collection. "I
am buying fewer older products," he says, "because there are not
many of high quality available, and I already have many of the older
ones that I wanted." But he still looks for the occasional older game
that is rare and in good shape. He also plans to get rid of many
games, particularly those based on TV shows, such as Dallas and
Sea Hunt, whose artwork, as he put it, is crude.

Lately, Elam has been buying games from Europe through the
Internet and a broker who shops at an annual show in Essen, Ger-
many. The games in Europe tend to be of higher production quality
than those from the United States, Elam explains, because games
are more popular there. Elam enjoys receiving new games so much
that, although he has already selected the games that his wife buys
him for Christmas, like a kid, he can hardly wait to open them on
December 25th.

Elam's knowledge of board games is vast. You can ask him about
games that have a certain theme and he will rattle off a series and
tell you which is the best to play. He is so well versed in board

games that he and Rice history
professor Patricia Seed teamed up
last year to teach a world history
course through games. Using an-
thropological, cultural, and histori-
cal analysis, students must evaluate

and compare games and offer sugges-
tions on how to improve certain board

games.
"Students love it," says Seed. "Tony

and I were blown away the first time we of-
fered the course." They expected 20 students, but

instead, 76 signed up. The course has been so successful,
in part, because of Elam, she explains. "Tony is probably the most
creative teacher I have ever worked with. He is such a gifted and
enthusiastic instructor. His face lights up when he gives a lecture."
In his lectures, Elam expounds on the history of board games

and how they evolved to present time. "Games do reflect society's
interests and values," Elam explains. "They are little snapshots in
time." Many of the games made before the Civil War, for example,

were created with the pur-
pose of teaching children
values. Simple, with little
creativity, the play pieces
moved in a spiral track,
and the general theme
was that virtue is its own
reward.

Between the Civil
War and the 1930s, the
country moved into the
industrial age, and the
work ethic changed. "The
theme in general was that
if you are good, virtuous,
and work hard, then you
will be successful," says
Elam.

After the 1930s, virtue
plays no part in the games. "Our leisure time changed after World
War II, and we started to go into the new information age," Elam
says. "Technology started to take off and America became more
materialistic."
During the 1950s, games appeared that, Elam notes, would be

considered politically incorrect by today's standards. The game
Park and Shop features a Chinese man as owner of a laundry, and a

"Games reflect
society's
interests and
values. They
are little
snapshots in
time." _Tony Elam
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Elam is so well versed

in board games that he and Rice history
professor Patricia Seed teamed up last year to teach a world

history course through games.
Using anthropological, cultural, and historical analysis,

students must evaluate and compare games and offer
suggestions on how to improve

certain board games.

player would lose a turn if caught driving behind a woman. Another
game that was strictly for girls, What Shall I Be?, offeres the player
limited options of career choices, such as schoolteacher, nurse, or
ballerina. "That was the accepted value back then," says Elam, "and
the games reflected that."

Every decade for the last 40 years, he says, there's been an inno-
vation in the game industry that has spawned a new genre of games.
In the 1970s, it was Dungeons and Dragons, which started the
role-playing games, and in the 1980s, it was Trivial Pursuit, which
led to a series of trivia games. In the 1990s, Magic, the Gathering
sparked an interest that led to hundreds of new collectible card
games.
Though he is an avid collector and acknowledged expert on the

history of board games, Elam does not get to play all the ones he
buys. He doesn't have the time. He may play one game three or
four times before he moves on to his next search. "I never master
a particular game, because I am always looking for new mechanics
and creative designs."

Elam can determine whether a game is worth playing simply by
looking at the rules. "A good game doesn't have to have a long list
of rules, but it should have reasonable and clear rules." He says he
likes a game that offers a lot of options and decisions, one that puts
pressure on the player. His favorite games, those he has played more
than four times, are Junta, Cosmic Encounters, and Citadel. "I like
them because they are multiplayer games and there
is diplomacy and politics involved in all of
them," he says. "There is a lot of
player interaction."
There is no one theory of gam-

ing that can be applied to all games,
he says, because there are so many
different games and no one single
approach works. However, his
wife says that Elam has read so
many rules that when he plays
a game for the first time against
other first-time players, Elam wins
most of the time.
Though Elam worked for IBM for 18

years before he came to Rice in 1996,
he never found computer games to be as
fun as board games. "I like sitting around
a table and playing with people," he says.
"When you are able to pull off something at
the end of the game and surprise one of your
opponents, there's enjoyment at his reaction.

When I play a game, it is a social event."
Elam has been fascinated by games ever since he was a child.

Growing up in the small town of De Ridder, Louisiana, Elam
couldn't find any games to buy, so he started making his own. He
was particularly interested in war simulation games since his father
was in the military. Elam would design battlefields on top of a pool
table and would maneuver the troops represented
by toy soldiers and tanks and spend hours with his
friends in make-believe battles.
His passion for collecting games started when he

went to the University of Kentucky to study com-
puter science. He learned that companies called
Avalon Hill and SPI that made board games,
and he quickly became a game tester for them.
Many of the games were in the early stages of
development, and Elam would send them back
with suggestions for improvements.

Shortly after he got married, his wife began giving him games as
gifts, and the games slowly began to take over the house. "I have
a photo of us when we had just gotten married, and the house was
empty of games," Cherie says.

Since then, Elam's house of games has
continued to grow, and though he claims
he is slowing down in his acquisition, his
youthful excitement for finding the next
new game is not abating. Someday, he
may very well claim the world record
and win the game of his life.
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"When it comes to scholarship, it's all
about time."

Gregory Kaplan,
Assistant Professor, Judaic Studies

That is the advantage the Mosle award provides

to Greg—time in the form of a research assistant

to help with his work in modern Judaism. Greg is

writing a book, which he describes as "an expanded

version of my dissertation, expanded in quality and

context. And that requires another round of re-

search." The assistant does bibliographic research

that is "absolutely vital to what I'm doing." He also

has purchased books, many in German "because I

do a lot of my research in German." As important

as the books are, he stresses the value of—and

his appreciation for—research assistants "None of

my peers at other institutions have the advantage

of hiring research assistants."

"Rice is an excellent place to be
a junior scholar."

Alexander Byrd '90,
Assistant Professor, History

Alex has gone full circle, returning to the university

from which he earned his B.A. in history and English.

His education also took him to Duke. Now his re-

search takes him other places, and the Mosle award

helps get him there. His project, a comparative

migration history of British North Atlantic, requires

travel to London, Nigeria, Nova Scotia, and Jamaica

The award also saves him time. "We're expected

to be excellent researchers and teachers. And it

takes a lot of preparation to teach well." With the

award, Alex is relieved of the time-consuming task

of writing research grant applications He adds,

"I think you'd be hard-pressed to find any other

research university that's a better place to be an

assistant professor."

"The Mosle award is an extraordinary gift."

Allison Sneider,
Assistant Professor, History

With a focus on 19th-century women's history and

political history, Allison has used funds to hire a

research assistant to help validate much of her

work, a process she calls tedious but essential to

ensure accuracy. "I can't tell you how much time

this saves," she says. Allison also has used funds

to travel and conduct research at the Schlesinger

Library at Harvard, one of the largest repositories

of manuscripts in women's history. Research funds

were one of the reasons she accepted Rice's offer

over those from other prestigious schools, which

did not offer them for assistant professors "It made
me feel good about the decision I was making."

Standing: Greg Kaplan and
Allison Sneider

Seated: Alex Byrd
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"Even back in the '50s,

Rice was the coolest school.

We just didn't know it!"

That pretty much sums up

how Paula Mosle thinks of

her alma mater. After earning

a B.A. in history in 1952 and

an M.A. in English in 1959,

she worked at Rice as an

adviser to women, helped to

establish the college system,

and later served on the board

of trustees and the alumni

board. Rice has played a

vital role in her life.

— Paula Mosle '52, '59

In return, Paula plays a vital role in the lives of many at Rice. With her husband Jon, Paula has
given generously to Rice over many years. "Nobody can support every good cause," she says.
"So we give as significantly as we can to fewer places to make an impact." They focus their
philanthropy on medicine and, luckily for Rice, education.

Why Rice? "Because I have gotten so much pleasure from my association
with Rice. And I saw the opportunity to start something that wouldn't
exist at other schools." That insight led to the establishment of the
Paula and Jon Mosle Faculty Research Awards in the Humanities, an
endowment that provides research grants to young, tenure-track
faculty in English, history, philosophy, and religious studies.

"Allen Matusow told me that junior faculty members need
resources to carry out their research. So we decided to support
the campaign with a gift for research awards." Each year, about 15
junior faculty have benefited from the generosity of the Mosles.
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ICE THE NEXT CENTURY CAMPAIGN

"Rice contributed very

significantly to who I am."
- Bobby Tudor '82

Bobby Tudor '82 has fond

memories of his days at

Rice. "I remember sitting in

class, one in particular with

Charles Garside, a history

professor, and just thinking

how extraordinary he was as

an intellect and a scholar, but

most importantly as a teacher.

I had one experience after

another like that. John Parish

in the English department,

Larry Temkin in philosophy."

44 Rice Sallyport

With a major gift to the Humanities Building
Fund, Bobby and Phoebe honored one of
Bobby's favorite professors by naming the
Dean's Conference Room after the late John
Parish, English professor.

Bobby Tudor and teammates in 1981. The Tudors
gave generously to replace the Autry Court floor
and have endowed an athletic scholarship.

"Extraordinary" is a word that Bobby uses quite often when he talks of his alma
mater. Intent on being a Division I athlete, he attended Rice on a basketball
scholarship, proudly recalling the team's first-ever win against the University of
Houston. He couldn't resist adding, "My senior year, Texas was ranked 6th, I
believe, and we beat them by about 30 points." Extraordinary times on the court
as well as in the classroom.

Bobby and his wife, Phoebe, have been loyal Rice supporters for a number of
years. Although not a Rice alum—she received her undergraduate degree from
Virginia and graduate degree from Columbia—Phoebe feels right at home on
campus. Because of her personal interest in art history and historic preserva-
tion, she first became involved by volunteering with the Rice Design Alliance.
Both Bobby and Phoebe remain valued supporters of the Alliance and also the
School of Architecture. Phoebe's relationship with the university grew as the
whole family became involved in activities and sports events. "You really feel
like you make a difference," Phoebe noted. Bobby and Phoebe are just two of
the many generous donors who have brought to life the mission of the Rice:
The Next Century Campaign.



RICE THE NEXT CENTURY CAMPAIGN

"I owe a great debt to Rice.

The university gave me a tremendous

foundation, and I have a heartfelt

obligation to give back."

Shared Equipment Lab —

Michael Carter couldn't believe

what he heard that steamy day

in 1962, sitting in Rice Stadium.

President John F. Kennedy had

just announced that the United

States would send a man to

the moon by the end of the

decade. Hard to comprehend,

he thought.

— Michael Carter '66

Michael '66, talks fondly of his years at Rice, where he was a resident of Baker Col-
lege, on the Thresher staff, and manager of the track team. He was at Rice when Fred
Hansen '63 won an Olympic gold medal in pole vault at the 1964 Games in Tokyo.
Much was happening at Rice in the '60s—unimaginable challenges and impressive
accomplishments. Equally unimaginable were the extensive advancements that lay
ahead in technology—advancements that would change the world and how
research is conducted at Rice.

To Rice's great benefit, Michael made a commitment to
ensure that cutting-edge progress in research continues.
Kathy Matthews, dean of natural sciences, told Michael
of the challenges Rice faces "in providing an effective
research infrastructure," which consists of technical
personnel to supervise and maintain equipment and
the costs of service for instruments. She said Michael's
"recognition of the need was immediate and his
response enthusiastic."

Michael made a major gift that initiated the Shared Equipment
Authority Endowment. It ensures, for example, that FTIR, electron,
and Raman microscopes are well maintained—at the steep cost of $30,000
to $50,000 a year, according to Wade Adams, director of the Center for Nanoscale
Science and Technology The need is critical because equipment is shared among a
diverse group of researchers. Thanks to Michael, many at Rice can continue their work.
"I'm pleased to benefit nanotechnology research," Michael said. "It's just fascinating."

For more information about the campaign, go to http://www.rice.edu and choose Donor/Prospective Donor,
or call Resource Development at 713-348-4600.
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When an Exit is an Entrance:
The 2003 Student Art Show

Rachel Morey's hat took the director's prize at Exit, the 40th Rice
Student Art Exhibition. It was more than a hat, it was sculpture you could
stick on your head. Its title, The Hat, had the same slightly ominous ring
as film titles like The Blob or The Fly. Crafted from gray and tan shades of
felt, formed and blocked into amoeboid shapes that oozed on top of each
other and down either side, it looked a little like it might overcome its
wearer. According to Morey, "The Hat began as an extension of a sculp-
tural hat-making course, but quickly developed into a problem-solving
exercise." Its dual role as both art object and avant-garde fashion acces-
sory only adds to its appeal.
On the wall opposite The Hat, Emily Kirldand's Superparasite Series

reinterprets old scientific illustrations—her large-scale color prints featured
a giant lime-green mite, a rose-colored tick, and a red, snaking tapeworm.
The bright pop colors were somewhat at odds with their icky subjects.
Commenting on the appeal of her work, Kirkland wryly says, "Everyone
likes a giant pink bug. On one hand, it is kind of insidious and, on the
other, it is kind of lighthearted."

Kirkland created the prints with a technique she learned in Karin Bro-
ker's print class. After greatly enlarging her original one-inch image on
a copier, she used the copy itself like a lithographic stone. In traditional
lithography, the artist draws on a stone with a grease pencil. The stone is
covered with gum arabic, which the grease resists. Then ink is rolled over
the stone, sticking to the greasy lines and repelled from the rest of the
stone by the gum arabic. Paper is laid on top of the image, and the whole
thing is run through a press. Kirldand's process was essentially the same
except that she coated the paper copy with gum arabic and the ink stuck
only to the ink image from the copier.

Kirkland describes the process as "unexpectedly simple. All of a sudden
the heavy lift you need for the lithography stone is no longer needed. You

can see people making them at their kitchen table."
Rice's academics obviously feed into students' artwork as much as stu-

dio instruction. This year, Morey received degrees in art, art history, and
mechanical engineering; her engineering skills are especially evident in
the elaborate structure of her hat. In her artist's statement she says, "En-
gineering classes seem to inspire people to dream of space shuttles, oil
refineries, and odd shapes in carefully balanced arrangement." Kirkland
received a BA. in architecture and feels that the detail-oriented proce-
dures and processes of designing structures enhanced her affinity for the
processes of printmaking. But for Kirkland, "When I have been working
on the computer in architecture all day, it is nice to physically make some-
thing. It is almost architecture on a small scale."
Andy Walker uses the Internet to make aesthetic choices for his paint-

ings. Working with a variety of neutral tones and a gridded canvas, Walker
assigned a number to each shade of paint, and then he visited the website
http://www.random.org, which hosts a random number generator. Ac-
cording to Walker, people use the site for things as varied as "scientific
studies, online gambling, or selecting which first grader is going to be on
hall duty." He uses his random numbers to determine which colors go
where in his painting. Walker develops the conceptual framework for his
art and then lets chance fill in the blanks.

Sally Sprout, an independent art consultant, curated the exhibition. She
met with each graduating art major and worked with them to select the
pieces that best represented their body of work while at Rice. Sprout also
gave feedback on the artist's statement that each student was required to
write. For Sprout, working with the students was "great. I really enjoyed
them a lot." She feels that the gallery's desire to put students through a
process of deadlines and dialogue is extremely important as it mirrors pro-
fessional practice. Walker was especially impressed by the experience. He
returned to Rice for a fifth year to receive his B.F.A. Applying to M.F.A.
programs next year, he plans on a career as an artist. His dialogue with
Sprout "provided an introduction to how my work might function out-
side of the academic world.".

—Kelly Klaasmeyer
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ARTS

Beauty Optional

Does art have to be beautiful? That was the issue
raised by Arthur C. Danto, the Johnsonian Professor
Emeritus of Philosophy at Columbia University, dur-
ing his talk, titled "Beauty and Politics," given at the
Dominique de Menil Memorial Lecture, an annual part
of the Rice University President's Lecture Series.

Danto, an artist who turned his attention to philosophy, including the
philosophy of art and philosophical psychology, explained that he has
been examining the relationship between beauty and art since the 1993
Biennial Exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New
York. Part of the exhibit included a badge that stated, "I cannot even
imagine being white," and a videotape of the Rodney King beating by
Los Angeles police.
The exhibit brought to the forefront one of two educational models at

museums: the cultural insight model. Danto explained that through this
model, art is a means to knowledge of culture. "Art helps us understand the

culture to which we belong," said Danto, who has been the art critic for the

Nation magazine since 1984. "And in a particular case, American art can
help Americans understand their own culture and hence themselves."

The artists who took part in the 1993

biennial were engaged in issues of race in

America. Visitors to the exhibit, Danto noted,

"were put on the spot. That's not what they

had come for, and that's not what they want-

ed the museum to be." However, the exhibi-

tion and the artists reflected the trend at the

time toward the incompatibility of politically

motivated art and beauty. A century ago,

beauty was considered the ultimate purpose

of art. Such art is the focus of the other edu-

cational model prevalent at museums: the art

appreciation model, where art is an object of

knowledge in its own right.
Even as recently as a half-century ago, the

American painter Robert Motherwell success-

fully integrated beauty with abstract art that

expressed his political voice. His works, Dan-

to said, "showed human suffering but were
unquestionably beautiful." But Danto went on to say that artists and
philosophers began to wonder Wit is even morally acceptable for art that
depicts human suffering and socioeconomic discourse to be beautiful. He
noted that even without beauty, there still can be artistic excellence. "My
sense is that artistic excellence is connected to the intended effect of the
art," he said. "The work in Biennial 1993 was intended to change the
way we think and act on matters of justice. If it did that, then it achieved
artistic excellence, though perhaps not beauty."
A decade removed from the 1993 VVhitney biennial, however, art has

shown a return to beauty. In fact, Danto noted that the 1980s and early
1990s were the high-water mark for politically tumultuous art. The very
same year as the Whitney biennial that included the King videotape, a
conference titled "Whatever Happened to Beauty?" was held at the Uni-
versity of Texas, and the phase of political art without beauty was nearing
an end.
Danto said that there are many aspects of society that people deal with

while integrating things of beauty, such as buying flowers for the dead
and the impromptu shrines of candles and flowers that memorialized the
lives lost in the September 11 terrorist attacks.
"One thing is clear," Danto said, "and that is that whether or not to

use beauty in art has become an option for artists." •

Visitors to the
exhibit, Danto
noted, "were
put on the spot.
That's not what
they had come
for, and that's not
what they wanted
the museum to
be." However, the
exhibition and the
artists reflected
the trend at the
time toward the
incompatibility
of politically mo-
tivated art and
beauty.

—Dana Benson

Kennedy Center
Selects Shepherd
School for New
Program

The Shepherd School of Music is
one of eight leading music conser-
vatories in the United States chosen
by the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts to participate in
its new program, the Conservatory
Project.

The project will showcase young
performers who show extraordinary tal-
ent with seven performances of classical
music, jazz, and opera. The participants
will have the opportunity to be critiqued
by world-renowned musicians, including
Leonard Slatkin and Placid° Domingo.

The Shepherd School participated
in the project's inaugural week of free
performances May 24 to May 31 at the
Kennedy Center's Terrace Theater. In
the future, the music festival will be
presented biannually in late winter and

late spring, and three Rice students will
perform annually.
"We are extremely pleased with

this invitation and its recognition of our
national reputation among the top-tier
music schools in the country," said
Anne Schnoebelen, interim dean of
music at the Shepherd School, when
the program was announced in March.
"The students we choose to perform
at the Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts will not only be presented to
Washington audiences but also will
benefit from the feedback of prominent
artists associated with the center."

The other colleges and universities
chosen to participate in the project are
Berklee College of Music, the Curtis
Institute of Music, Eastman School of
Music at the University of Rochester,
the Juilliard School, the Peabody Con-
servatory of Music at Johns Hopkins
University, the San Francisco Conserva-
tory of Music, and the School of Music
at Indiana University. •

—Ellen Chang

Shepherd Society Celebrates 25 Years
The Shepherd School of Music was only two years old when a group of
people interested in making sure that it prospered began an organizational
committee to form a support society for the fledgling school.

That organizational committee of 1977,
which included Shepherd School dean
Samuel Jones, Gene Hackerman, and
Helen Worden '38, sowed the seed
that quickly flowered into the Shepherd
Society.

The Shepherd Society's
purpose would be to bring
much-needed attention to
the young music school
by promoting the school's
concerts, nurturing poten-
tial artists, and encourag-
ing music appreciation.
Worden was drawn to the
group's mission because
of her love for music and
her interest in Rice. The
society, she said, "added
an important facet to the
music school."

On April 25, the society celebrated
its 25th anniversary with a performance
by the Shepherd School Symphony
Orchestra and the Rice Chorale, con-
ducted by Larry Rachleff, director of the
symphony and chamber orchestras. The
performance featured Carl Maria von
Weber's overture to Der Freischiitz and
Ludwig van Beethoven's Symphony no.
9 in D Minor, op. 125 "Choral." Featured
were soprano Edlyn De Oliveira, mezzo-
soprano Aidan Soder, and tenor Antonio
Rodriguez—all graduate music students.
Baritone was sung by associate profes-

Larry Rachleff

sor of voice William Murray.
"I think it's very exciting that these

people had the foresight 25 years ago
to create the Shepherd Society as a
support arm for the Shepherd School,"
said Mary Lynn Marks, president of the

Shepherd Society. "It's
grown and become a vital
part of the school."

The society, which now
has about 1,200 members,
has contributed endowed
funds and annual gifts,
provided scholarships for
students, contributed to
the construction of the
music school, and helped
purchase instruments.

"From its early days
the Shepherd Society

has been invaluable to the Shepherd
School," said Anne Schnoebelen, then
the Joseph and Ida Kirkland Mullen
Professor of Musicology and interim
dean of the Shepherd School. "Its loyal
and generous members have given en-
dowed funds and annual gifts without
which we would not be able to attract
talented musicians. We salute and
congratulate the organizational com-
mittee and thank them and all members
past and present for their extraordinary
generosity."

—Ellen Chang
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ON THE BOOKSHELF

The cozy mystery usually features an amateur sleuth,

a light tone, minimal violence, a motley cast of eccentric

characters, and an intellectual puzzle involving

these characters' dark secrets

and cryptic motivations.

Murder, He Wrote

There's some funny business going on
in Snupperton Mumsley, a sleepy English
village whose quaint and quirky inhabit-
ants mask enough passion, intrigue, and
guilt to fill a soap opera. In fact, Snupperton
Mumsley is ripe for the kind of murder that snares the
attention of someone like Miss Marple. Or Simon Kirby-
Jones. Simon is the protagonist of two novels by Dean

James '86 in which all the conventions of the traditional
British cozy mystery—a whodunit in the Agatha Christie

vein—are alive and well.
Or are they?
The cozy mystery usually features an amateur sleuth, a light

tone, minimal violence, a motley cast of eccentric characters,
and an intellectual puzzle involving these characters' dark se-
crets and cryptic motivations. James is loyal to this pattern in

Posted to Death and Faked to Death (Kensington Books, 2002

and 2003), but at the same time, his detective is not exactly
traditional. Or alive, for that matter, though the vein part is ap-

ropos. Not only is Simon an American rather than a Briton, he's
gay and a vampire to boot.

If it sounds like James is stretching things a bit, never fear. Even

as he faithfully sets up all the mannered and stereotyped elements
of the cozy mystery, he gently pushes them just over the edge into
affectionate parody. His many tweaks of the genre include inside

jokes and repeated references to Agatha Christie and other cozy
mystery writers and their characters. For example, Simon is a best-
selling author of historical novels, mysteries, and romance novels,

a la Jessica Fletcher of Murder, She Wrote. Along the way, James
has a lot of fun with the characters and especially with the British

idiom—even though Simon is from Houston, he manages the local
dialect with pure English aplomb.

What saves it all from getting silly is that the mysteries them-
selves don't miss a beat—the victims are decidedly dead, the
skeletons in the suspects' closets truly might be cause for murder,
and the clues unfold in a way that gives the reader the chance to
second-guess Simon. In Posted to Death, it's up to the charm-

ing vampire detective to discover which of
Snupperton Mumsley's leading citizens had
sufficient reason to stamp out the predatory
postmistress Abigail Winterton, and in Faked
to Death, he must find out who authored the
demise of a literary impersonator at a local
writers' workshop.
It's not often you can cozy up with a

vampire, but you just might want to invite
Simon Kirby-Jones home with you one dark
night. Don't worry, his wit is sharper than
his bite—he takes pills that control his darker
urges, leaving him free to concentrate on the
mystery at hand.

James lives in Houston and is the manager of Murder by the
Book, one of the nation's oldest and largest mystery bookstores.
He is the author of two previous mysteries—Cruel as the Grave and
Closer than the Bones—and the Edgar Award-winning nonfiction
By a Woman's Hand, written with Jean Swanson. •

His many tweaks
of the genre in-
clude inside jokes
and repeated
references to Ag-
atha Christie and
other cozy mys-
tery writers and
their characters.

—Christopher Dow
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ON THE BOOKSHELF

Waco Revisited

Religious fringe groups fascinate us. Although Islamic
Jihad movements absorb the media today, there was
a time a decade ago when the lenses of news cam-
eras were lit by a building burning in Waco. But despite
the intense scrutiny of that moment, there seems to have been little
attempt by the public or scholars to understand the beliefs and
experiences that so firmly ground the Branch Davidians and other
millennialist groups.

It is an oversight that Rice professor of anthropology James D.
Faubion wishes to correct with The Shadows and Lights of Waco:
Millennialism Today (Princeton University Press, 2001). He also
states a broader purpose: to provide a framework for comprehend-
ing human commitment within the dialectical tension between
freedom and determinism.
The book is the result of more than five years of

inquiry, including extensive conversations and cor-
respondence with Amo Paul Bishop Roden. Roden
has been with the Branch Davidians since 1985 and
was the wife of George Roden, the Branch David-
ian leader who was wounded in a 1987 gunfight
with David Koresh in a dispute over control of the
group. After Koresh took over, George Roden was
expelled, and he died in 1998.
Amo Roden, who does not consider herself a fol-

lower of David Koresh, embodies, in many ways,
the disconnect between reality and the public's per-
ception of fundamentalist millennial movements.
Her upbringing was not particularly religious, and
she describes her father as an atheist and her moth-
er as a "lukewarm Christian." Before the epiphany
that eventually led her to the Branch Davidians,
she earned a degree in mathematics with a minor in psychology.
In other significant ways, however, Roden perfectly expresses what
most of us probably consider to be millennialist beliefs. Many of
her statements center on religious visions, physical and psychologi-
cal persecution by the government, and forewarnings of the "end
days," when holocaust will consume the Earth.
Roden also talks at length about her epiphany and conversion

and about the historical, philosophical, and ethical developments
particular to the Branch Davidians. Faubion further elucidates these
passages by placing them in historical and cultural contexts and
showing how they apply more broadly across the millennialist spec-
trum. And in the midst of all the weirdness, Faubion brings it home
by pointing out that millennialist beliefs often are firmly rooted in
mainstream concerns. "What she wrote, what she actually put down
in words, was hardly unreasonable," he states. "On the contrary:
it was very much in accord with all those more or less official pro-
nouncements that had driven so many concerned citizens in the
1950s and 1960s to stockpile necessities, to construct or to finance
the construction of underground shelters, and to identify and label
local structures sturdy and impervious enough to offer them safe
refuge—or so, mistakenly, they believed—if and when the bomb
finally fell."
Through his interaction with Roden, Faubion paints a complex

and fascinating portrait of a little-studied religious phenomenon
whose status as "fringe" is belied by its predominance on the na-
tional and even international stage. •

—Christopher Dow

Booknotes

Clinical Pathology for Athletic Trainers: Recognizing Sys-
temic Disease, by Daniel P. O'Connor '91 (Slack, Inc., 2001)

A Companion to the American South, edited by John Boles,
the William Pettus Hobby Professor of History at Rice (Black-
well Publishers, 2001)

Delay En Route, a novel by David Westheimer '37 (1st Books
Library, 2001)

Economics of Development, edited by Malcolm Gillis, presi-
dent of Rice University, University Professor, and the Ervin
Kenneth Zingler Professor of Economics; Dwight H. Perkins;
Michael Roemer; Donald R. Snodgrass; and Stephen Radelet

(W.W. Norton, 2001)

Familia, by Elisa Garza '91, lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Language and Literature, Texas A&M
University—Kingsville (Portlandia Group, 20011

Fortuna desperata: 36 Settings of an Italian
Song, edited by Honey Meconi, associate profes-
sor of musicology and music history at Rice (A-R
Editions, 20011

German Women for Empire, 1884-1945, by Lora
Wildenthal '87, associate professor of history at
Texas A&M University (Duke University Press, 20011

Husserl, Heidegger, and the Space of Meaning:
Paths Toward Transcendental Phenomenology,
by Steven Galt Crowell, professor of philosophy and
German and Slavic studies at Rice (Northwestern
University Press, 2001)

Kant, Herder, and the Birth of Anthropology, by John
Zammito, the John Anthony Weir Professor of History and
professor of German and Slavic studies at Rice (University of
Chicago Press, 2001)

A Kiss Gone Bad, by Jeff Abbott '85 (Onyx Books, 2001)

Optimizing Compilers for Modern Architectures, by Ken
Kennedy, University Professor, the Ann and John Doerr Professor
in Computational Engineering, and professor in computer and
electrical engineering at Rice, and Randy Allen (Morgan Kaufmann,
2001)

Painting Gender, Constructing Theory: The Alfred Stieglitz
Circle and American Formalist Ethics, by Marcia Brennan,
assistant professor of art and art history at Rice (MIT Press,
2002)

Postcolonial Constructions, edited by Colleen Lamos, asso-
ciate professor of English at Rice (Rodopi, 20011

The Price of Dominance: The New Weapons of Mass
Destruction and Their Challenge to American Leadership,
a provocative examination of worldwide weapons of mass
destruction and terrorism, by Jan Lodal '65, a member of the
Council on Foreign Relations, formerly principal undersecre-
tary of defense for policy and deputy for program analysis of
the National Security Council (Council of Foreign Relations
Press, 20011
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In the News

Trustee Elsenhans to Be Shell
U.S. Chief

Lynn Laverty Elsenhans '78, a Rice
University alumna and a member
of the Rice Board ofTrustees, has
been named Shell Oil Company's
top executive in the United States,
making her one of the highest-
ranking women executives for a
major company in Houston.
Elsenhans graduated from

Rice with a bachelor's degree
in mathematical science and re-
ceived an M.B.A. from Harvard
in 1980 before joining Shell Oil
Company.
At Rice, Elsenhans has served

on the Jesse H. Jones Graduate
School of Management Council
of Overseers, the Rice Univer-
sity Fund Council, the Alumni
Nominations Committee, and the
NanotechnologyLeadership Com-
mittee. She has been class chair
several times, led the Annual Fund
Campaign twice and has served as
treasurer for the Association
ofRice Alumni (ARA).
In 2000, she and her
husband, John, also
a Rice alumnus, es-
tablished the Lynn
Laverty Elsenhans
Scholarship for
students majoring
in the mathematical '9)-•
sciences.

Bretthauer Named DHL
President, COO

C/N TI

Rice alumna and president of
the Association of Rice Alumni
Vicki Whamond Bretthauer '79
has been named president and
chief operating officer of DHL
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Airways Inc. Previously the in-
terim chief executive officer and
senior vice president ofoperations,
Bretthauerjoined DHLAirways in
2001 after holding operational and
administrative positions at United
Airlines and Reno Air.

Bretthauer graduated from Rice
with a bachelor's degree in manage-
rial studies and earned an M.B A.
from Northwestern University's
Kellogg School in 1982. In addition
to heading the ABA, Bretthauer
is an alumni interviewer, chair of
the Chicago Area Group, and a
solicitor for reunion class giving.

McIntire Chosen for National
Leadership Program

Mary McIntire, dean of the
School of Continuing Studies,
has been chosen to participate
in the American Issues Forum of
Leadership America, a national
women's leadership organization.

The forum is a yearlong,
three-city program
designed to involve
women leaders in
discussion and
analysis of critical
national and inter-
national issues.

McIntire was the
founding dean of Con-

tinuing Studies and also a
founding member ofTexasWomen
in Higher Education and the past
president ofthe TexasAssociation of
CommunityService and Continuing
Education. McIntire earned her
Ph.D. in English and American
literature from Rice in 1975 and is
a recipient ofa Meritorious Service
Award from the Association ofRice
Alumni.

Barrera Earns Presidential
Mentoring Award

The White House has recognized
Enrique Barrerawiththeprestigious
Presidential Award for Excellence
in Science, Mathematics, and En-
gineering Mentoring. An associate
professorofmechanicalengineering
and materials science, Barrera was
honored for wide-ranging efforts
to recruit inner-city schoolchildren
into science andmathematics andto
mentor undergraduate and gradu-
ate minority students in engineer-
ing. Through his Materials Magic
Show, Barrera has encouraged
hundreds ofgrade school
students—primarily in
Houston's inner-city
schools—to develop
a love of science
and mathematics.
The award includes
a $10,000 grant,which
Barrera plans to use to
enhance the show.

Curl Given Rank of 'University
Professor'

One of Rice University's most
distinguished and well-respected
facultymembers,RobertF. Curl Jr.,
has been named to the rank ofUni-
versity Professor, the institution's
highest academic title. Curl, the
Kenneth S. Pitzer—Schlumberger
Professor ofNatural Sciences and
professor ofchemistry, joins Rice
president Malcolm Gillis and fac-
ulty members Ken Kennedy, Neal
Lane, and Richard Smalley as the
only members of Rice's academic
corrununitytohold this prestigious
appointment, which entitles the
holder to teach in any department

at Rice. Curl, who received his
bachelor's degree in chemistry
from Rice in 1954, has taught
at the university for 45 years. He,
Smalley, and Harold Kroto of the
University of Sussex in Brighton,
England, helped usher in the
age of nanotechnology with the
discovery in 1985 of fullerenes,
which earned the trio the 1996
Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

Hulet Elected AAAS Fellow

Randy Hulet, the Fayez Sarofim
Professor of Physics and As-

tronomy, has been elected
afellowoftheAmerican
Academy ofArts and
Sciences,thenation's
oldest and most il-
lustrious learned
society. Hulet is
one of 187 new fel-

lows elected by society
members on the basis of

preeminent contributions to
their disciplines. Hulet special-
izes in studying atoms that have
been cooled to just billionths of a
degree above absolute zero.

Khabashesku Receives Top
Russian Honor

Rice researcher Valery Kha-
bashesku, a faculty fellow in the
Department of Chemistry, has
been awarded the State Prize of
Russia, the highest civilian honor
bestowed by the Russian govern-
ment and one of the world's most
prestigious scientific honors. He
was honored for his groundbreak-
ing research on the chemistry of
silicon, germanium, and tin.



WHO'S WHO

Landis Earns Two Top Research
Awards

The innovative theoretical work of
Chad Landis has garnered two of
the nation's top research awards for
young faculty. Landis, an assistant
professor ofmechanical engineer-
ing and materials science, has won
the National Science Foundation's
CAREER Award and the Office
ofNaval Research's Young Inves-
tigator Award. Both awards
recognize the work of
young faculty, and each
includes a substantial
monetary reward—a
five-year, $400,000
grant from the NSF
and a three-year
$300,000 grant from
the navy.

Landis's primary research s
involves tools and techniques that
engineers can use to optimize the
design of piezoelectric devices,
whichrespondmechanically—con-
tracting or expanding—when an
electric field is passed through
them.

Prestigious 2003 Guggenheim
Fellowships Go to Scuseria, Zha

Focusing on topics of computa-
tional nanotechnology and the
recent transformation of China,
Rice's Gustavo Scuseria and Ji-
anying Zha have been selected
as 2003 Guggenheim Fellows.
They were among 184 winners
selected from this year's field of
more than 3,200 applicants.

Scuseria, the Robert A. Welch
Professor of Chemistry, was one
ofonly four chemists selected. His
research group is well-known for
its pioneering efforts to develop
tools that chemists and physicists
use to create highly accurate models
of the electronic structure of very
large molecular systems.
Zha, a writer and visiting scholar/
researcher affiliated with Rice's
Asian Studies Program and the
Transnational China Project at
the James A. Baker III Institute
for Public Policy, received her
Guggenheim Fellowship to collect
data on China's emerging middle
class. Some of the research will
be applicable to the Transnational
China Project's study ofhow civil
society is marketed in China.

Smith Honored by AAHE for
Public Service

The Black Caucus ofthe American
Association for Higher Education
(AAHE) has selected Rice asso-
ciate provost Roland Smith as a
co-recipient of the 2003 AAHE
Black Caucus Exemplary Public
Service Award. AAHE presents
the award to people whose lives
and careers have demonstrated a

commitment to advancing
the welfare of blacks in

higher education.
Smithis responsible

for educational out-
reach, recruitment,
and retention issues
at the university. He

also works to advance
Rice's commitment to

cultural inclusiveness,
serves on the Graduate Council,
coordinates the Mellon Under-
graduate Fellows Program, and
chairs the Educational Outreach
Council.

Kavraki in the Brilliant 10

Lydia Kavraki, associate professor
ofcomputer science, was named as
one of Popular Science's "Brilliant
10" scientists. Kavraki represented
the computer science field, and
her work on looking for ways to
model biological molecules to aid
in the hunt for new medicines was
featured.

Three Owls Inducted into Texas
Science Hall of Fame

Three members of the Rice com-
munity were among eight new
inductees into the Texas Hall of
Fame for Science, Mathematics,
and Technology last month.
Norman Hackerman, Rice

president emeritus and
distinguished professor
emeritus of chemis-
try, has dedicated
his life to research
and education. His
research interests
dealt principallywith
the chemistryandphys-
ics of surfaces. He has
been active in the National
Science Board,American Chemical
Society, the National Academy of

Sciences, the National Research
Council, and many other orga-
nizations, advisory committees,
boards of technical societies, and
government agencies, including
the President's Scientific Advisory
Committee and the National Sci-
ence Foundation. He received the
National Medal of Science from
President Clinton and the Van-
nevar Bush Award, the National
Science Board's highest honor.

Ronald Sass, professor of ecol -
ogy and evolutionary biology
and professor of chemistry, has
conducted research on the role
of methane as an active atmo-
spheric gas, and his environmental
research takes him frequently to
Asia, where he has helped foster a
more professional and conducive
atmosphere for the practice ofsci-
ence. His environmental studies
have led him to take on consult-
ing roles for the United Nations
and the Environmental Protection
Agency, and he has received a
Guggenheim Fellowship at
Cambridge University
and was a National
Research Senior
Fellow with NASA.
As a teacher, Sass
has won numerous
awards and honors.
He currently is chair
of the Department of
Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology and has been co-direc-
tor of the Center for Education
since its founding in 1988.

Albert Collier '33 is a retired
marine biologist who worked for
several federal agencies and taught
at Florida State University and the
University of Arizona between
1933 and 1982. He was a key
player in a 1946 investigation of
the role ofpetroleum production
in increased Gulf Coast oyster
mortalities, during which he
and the other investigators dis-

covered a new parasite and
its potential damage to

oysters.

Assistant Professors Damle
and Hassett Garner Sloan
Fellowships

Two Rice faculty members recently
were awarded research fellowships
from the Alfred P. Sloan Founda-
tion. They are Kedar Damle, an
assistant professor of physics and
astronomywho studies condensed
matter theory, and Brendan
Hassett, the Edgar Odell Lovett
Assistant ProfessorofMathematics
who studies algebraic geometry
and number theory. Damle and
Hassett were among 116 young
faculty members from other top
universities across the country who
were awarded fellowships this year.
Recipients are awarded $40,000
during the next two years.

Eight Become Professors Emeriti

Having served a cumulative total
ofmore than two centuries at Rice,

eight faculty members joined
the ranks of professors

emeriti this year: John
Ambler, professor of
political science;
Chandler David-
son, the Radoslav
Tsanoff Professor
ofPublic Affairs and

professor ofsociology
and of political science;

Philip Davis, the Agnes Cullen
Arnold Professor of Linguistics;
Reese Harvey, the Edgar Odell
Lovett Professor ofMathematics;
Robert Jump,professor ofelectrical
and computer engineering and of
computer science; William Mur-
ray, associate professor of voice;
Dale Spence, professor of kine-
siology; and Edith Wyschogrod,
the J. Newton Rayzor Professor
of Philosophy and Religious
Thought. •

—Reported by B. J. Almond, Jade Boyd,
Margot Dimond, Janelle Dupont, Jennifer

Evans, and Greg Okuhara
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WHO'S WHO

Faculty Awards
and Honors

"Sometimes professors have the
greatest impact on students they
are not even aware that they are
impacting, and that's exciting,"
says Mildci Hebl, winner of this
year's George R. Brown Prize for
Excellence in Teaching. Hebl, the
Radoslav TsanoffAssistant Profes-
sor of Psychology and Manage-
ment, says she enjoys every course
she teaches, but she's partial to the
smaller classes, where it's easier
to get to know each student,
which is one of her priori-
ties. The $6,500 Brown
Prize is Rice's most
prestigious teaching
award,whose recipi-
ent is voted on by
alumni who gradu-
ated two and five
years ago. Last year,
Hebl won a George R. los
Brown Award for Superior ST

Teaching, and this year's honor
marks her fifth teaching award
in five years.

Each year, six faculty members
are recognized with the George R.
Brown Award for Superior Teach-
ing by alumni who graduated two
and five years earlier. This year, the
$2,000 prizes were awarded to
Richard Baraniuk, a professor in
electrical and computer engineer-
ing,whopreviouslywon the Brown
Award for Superior Teaching in
2001 and the Charles Duncan
Award for Outstanding Academic
Achievement in 2000; Michael
Emerson, an associate professor
of sociology; Brian Gibson, an
assistant professor of lcinesiology
and director ofsports medicine; Ira
Gruber, the Harris Masterson Jr.
Professor ofHistory, who received
the Brown Prize for Excellence in
Teaching in 2001 and the Brown
Award for Superior Teaching in
1974; Miguel Quinones, an as-

sociate professor of psychology
and management, who has won
the Brown Award for Superior
Teaching three times; and Joel
Wolfe, an associate professor of
history.
The Rice Graduate Student

Association presents its annual
Faculty Teaching/Me ntoring
Award to professors who have
demonstrated outstanding service
to graduate student education. The
award, which is funded through
the Office of the President and
includes a $1,500 prize, went
this year to Kyriacos Athanasiou,
professor of bioengineering, and
Mikki Hebl, the Radoslav Tsanoff
Assistant Professor of Psychology
and Management.
Even after teaching English for

33 years at Rice, Dennis Huston
said each class is still an eye-opener,
and his students agree, naming him
winner ofthe 2003 Nicholas Salgo
Distinguished Teaching Award.
Created in 1966, it is the oldest
teaching award at Rice University

and is funded by the No-
ren-Salgo Foundation
and Rice. The recipi-
ent is chosen by the
current junior and
senior classes, and
the award comes
with a $1,500 prize.
Huston received the

award twice before—in
1975 and 1984. He also

has received many other teach-
ing awards, including the Piper
Professor Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Teaching in 2002,
the George R. Brown Certificate
of Highest Merit in 1989, the
George R. Brown Prize for Ex-
cellence in Teaching in 1978 and
1986, the George R. Brown Award
for Superior Teaching in 1977,
1979, 1981, and 1988, and the
Brown College Teaching Award
for excellence in teaching in the
humanities in 1975. He was se-
lected as Professor of the Year in
the United States and Canada by
the Council for Advance-
ment and Support of
Education and the
Carnegie Founda-
tion in 1989.
The Charles W.

Duncan Award,
which carries a $5,000
prize, recognizes faculty
members for outstanding m I N- G

achievement in both scholarship
and teaching. This year, the award
was presented to Carl Caldwell,
an associate professor of history
and German and Slavic studies,
and Jennifer West, an associate
professor of bioengineering and
chemical engineering. Caldwell
received the Graduate Student
Association's Faculty Teaching/
Mentoring Award in 2001, and
West was honored with
the Julia Mile Chance
Prize for Excellence in
Teaching in 2002.

Matthias Henze,
the Watt J. and Lilly
G. Jackson Assistant
Professor of Biblical
Studies, and Allison
Sneider, an assistant '94 Az,
professor ofhistory, may teach
different disciplines, but both share
common goals as professors: They
want their students to think criti-
cally while in their classes. Their
goals and teaching methods have
earned them the 2003 Phi Beta
Kappa Teaching Prize. Given by
the Rice chapter of a national fra-
ternity whose members were the
top students in their graduating
classes, the award is designed to
recognize nontenured assistant
professors for outstanding teaching
performance and commitment to
student education.

Described as one of the most
creative and involved teachers
of Spanish at Rice, Jane Verm,
senior lecturer on Spanish, Por-
tuguese, and classics, has been
recognized for her work with the
2003 Sarofim Teaching Award for
Excellence. The award, created
with support from Rice endow-
ment manager Fayez Sarofim, is
given to a lecturer in the School
of Humanities who has shown
exceptional professionalism and
dedication to students.
Having made a mark on both

his profession and his students,
Jeff Fleming, associate professor
of management at the Jesse H.

Jones Graduate School
of Management, has
been rewarded with
his second Jones
School Award
for Excellence in
Teaching. Students
who graduated two

and five years ago se-
lect the award winner.

Fleming also receives, year after
year, top marks—four out of four
stars—in the annual Business Week
survey of alumni from the top
M.B.A. programs.

Yildiz Bayazitoglu, the Harry S.
Cameron Professor in Mechanical
Engineering, is this year's recipient
of the Julia Mile Chance Prize for
Excellence in Teaching. Bayazi-
toglu has accomplished much in

her academic career—in
addition to making
extensive contribu-
tions in her field, she
has been a mentor
and role model for
countless students
at Rice. The Chance
Prize is awarded an-

nually to an associate or
full professor who provides

students with an intellectual chal-
lenge and inspiration in his or her
field ofstudy, shows extraordinary
dedication to students' professional
development and advancement,
and enhances gender-sensitive
leadership on campus. The
nominations are based on recom-
mendations from undergraduate
and graduate students and alumni
and teaching evaluations. Baya-
zitoglu is a frequent recipient of
Rice academic awards, including
the Graduate Student Association
Faculty Teaching Award and the
George R. Brown Award for Su-
perior Teaching.

Yin Zhang, an associate profes-
sor of computational and applied
mathematics, is the first winner of
the Presidential Award for Mentor-
ing, a new faculty award established
by Rice president Malcolm Gillis
to recognize outstanding achieve-
ment in mentoring students. The
award includes a $2,000 prize. The
mentoring award will be given
annually to a faculty member who
has demonstrated a commitment to
mentoring students, either gradu-
ate or undergraduate. In selecting
winners, particular emphasis will
be given to candidates who have
promoted diversity by mentor-
ing women and underrepresented
minorities. •

—Reported by B. J. Almond, Jade
Boyd, Ellen Chang, Jennifer Evans,
Greg Okuhara, and Debra Thomas
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Beer Bike Race

Beer Bike may have gotten off to a sunny start in 1957, but
this year, the weather refused to cooperate. Not everyone
was feeling washed out and blue, though. For the first time
in Beer Bike history, the racers simply abandoned their bikes
and turned the event into a foot race. Will Rice was the first

across the finish line.
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