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BUDDING GROWTH

It's spring and once again time to spotlight the President's Annual Report. In
"Merging Minds," President Malcolm Gillis surveys four major research initia-
tives going on at Rice: nanoscale science and technology, information technol-
ogy, bioscience and bioengineering, and environmental science and engineering.
Considered separately, each of these is significant in terms of its direct effect on
individual lives. But as President Gillis points out, research in these four areas has
become so inextricably intertwined that it is now almost impossible to study one
without incorporating expertise and knowledge from one or more of the other
three.

It is no surprise, then, that Rice is at the forefront in these areas—our close-knit
culture has long fostered interdisciplinary efforts and drawn together teams from
across academic lines to answer questions and solve problems. Interdisciplinary
activity also has bestowed other advantages to Rice over institutions where
collaborative culture does not exist or is in its infancy. The lessons we've learned
from decades of cooperation within the hedges are enabling Rice to readily
interact across institutional lines. This means we can deal with issues whose
magnitude requires the concerted effort of groups of researchers from education,
government, and private enterprise. It is a valuable trait, because discoveries made
in these four areas will impact all our lives in the century to come, and it behooves
us to approach the future with the maximum intellectual firepower that we can
muster.
Speaking of mustering intellectual expertise—we've been making a practice of

that every year at matriculation when we welcome new freshman students to our
campus. It's hard to imagine a brighter, more energetic group of young people
than Rice students. But just who are these intelligent and eager undergraduates?
In "Class: First Impressions," M. Yvonne Taylor introduces us to 10 freshman
students from diverse backgrounds. We want to thank the vice president for
student affairs, the college Masters and coordinators, the admission office, and
the student media office for helping us select these students, but most of all we
thank the students themselves, who kindly—and bravely—consented to reveal
something of themselves.
As the title implies, this introduction is just the beginning. If you really want

to know folks, you have to spend time with them, and we'll be doing just that. For
the next three years, Yvonne will follow our "class" of 10 as they learn to deal with
academics, the college system, fellow students, and life in general. In every other
issue, starting next fall, we'll update you on what's been going on with our class,
how they've matured, and what's important and exciting in their lives.
Something else that's exciting at Rice is baseball, and there's a good reason

why. Coach Wayne Graham not only has created a winning team but has helped
produce a number of top-notch players. Without a doubt, Lance Berkman is
among the best of the best—the former Owl recently signed with the Astros,
becoming one of baseball's youngest rising stars. As David Medina indicates in
"The Babe Without the Vices," however, fame and fortune haven't taken away
Berkman's down-home charm or altered the values that have guided his life.
Berkman may love baseball with a passion that has made him outstanding, but he
cherishes his family and spiritual life above all else.
As always, we hope you enjoy the issue.
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JURIS IMPRUDENCE

We were deeply disappointed to
read Professor De Bremaecker's
personal and political attack on
Sharon Keller in Sallyport [winter
'02]. De Bremaecker's assertion
that Sallyport shouldn't recognize
the accomplishments of a graduate
who disagrees with his personal
political position is outrageous.
Should Sallyport now employ an
editor to investigate the back-
grounds of all successful alumni
before mentioning them in the pub-
lication? Should a committee be
established to determine which
views are acceptable before alumni
can be included in an article? Are
only De Bremaecker's views ac-
ceptable?
Worse yet was his personal at-

tack in declaring that she does not
possess a "modicum of decency"
because of her opposing view-
point. We knew Sharon at Rice.
Although we have not seen her
since we left Rice, we can state
that she was a decent person when
she came to Rice, and she was a
decent person when she left.
Sallyport is a publication for all
alumni of a wide range of political
views and should not become a
place to air petty personal attacks
of this type.

While we do not advocate cen-
sorship, we find it regrettable that
the Sallyport staff chose to publish
it. Sallyport is a publication that
rightfully takes pride in the vast
accomplishments of its students,
faculty, and alumni, and it should
continue to pursue that role in a
positive manner. If De Bremaecker
had felt compelled to present infor-
mation on her interview to the Rice
community to present what is, in
his opinion, a more complete pic-
ture of her, that would have been an
acceptable alternative. The inclu-
sion of a personal attack within this
forum was below the standards that
Sallyport has set for itself in the past.

PAUL R. LEDERER '74

ELEANOR DELAND LEDERER '74

Louisville, Kentucky

MOB REDUX ENCORE

Thank you for publishing my letter
in the winter edition of Sallyport.
Through ignorance, I may have
made a mistake. When I stated (cor-
rectly) that the MOB routine sati-
rizing Texas A&M was not per-
formed in College Station, I
commented, "We're stupid, but we
aren't that stupid." However, ac-
cording to the letter from Rob
Leinfelder '77, the band had origi-
nally intended to perform the rou-
tine the year before in College Sta-
tion and was only prevented from
doing so by inclement weather. I'd
never heard that before and would
like to see at least one other person
with inside information confirm it;
I don't doubt Mr. Leinfelder, but
we're writing history here, of a sort,
so we need to uphold some kind of
verification standards. But if he is
accurate, then we were that stupid.
Wow.

IY1ICHAEL SHERRY 774

Ft. Worth, Texas

SNOWSAMMY

If you'd check with some of us old-
or medium-old-timers, we could
tell you the SnowSammy picture in
the winter 2002 Sallyport was from

January 1973 (my freshman year).
Being a native Southerner, I was
quite excited about the snow,
though my classmates from Mis-
souri and Minnesota had somewhat
different levels of enthusiasm about
it all.
We actually had several snows

that month, although only one sig-
nificant one (the one pictured). As
I recall, after the third or so snow-
fall, then-mayor Louie Welch an-
nounced that Houston would be
bidding for the next Winter Olym-
pics. So the 2012 games aren't the
first ones Houston considered!

Naturally, lots of students skipped
class. Riding food service trays on
the Hermann Park hill was a fa-
vored activity. I trudged through
the multi-inch drifts to one class, as
did a few others. The professor drove
to the campus in rather hazardous
conditions. At the next class ses-
sion, he refused to repeat the prior
lesson: "If I could drive to class in
snow," he said, "you all could make
it too!"

PAUL F. SIMPSON '76

Houston, Texas

MEMORIES OF BREMEN

We just received our winter edition
of Sallyport. We both were en-
chanted by the article on Rice's
part in establishing International
University Bremen. I was there with
the Army Corps of Engineers'
ROTC unit from 1960 to 1963.
We have both cherished our asso-
ciation with Rice throughout the
years of our retirement and en-
joyed so much reading again about
the values Rice has taught and
helped IUB establish.

C. L. B. %lure

U.S. Army, Retired
Franklin, Louisiana
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Aurora Perilous
The term aurora borealis conjures up
images ofhuge dazzling curtains, stream-
ers, and arches of atmospheric light that
are beautiful and wondrous to behold. It
doesn't usually make us think of danger.
But, says Patricia Reiff, director of the

Rice Space Institute and a professor of
astronomy and physics, the aurora bo-
realis, or northern lights, and their south-
ern counterpart, the aurora australis, can
pose definite problems. Auroras are not
simply visual displays; they are an elec-
tromagnetic phenomenon. Reiffhas been
studying the auroras, which are an ele-
ment of "space weather," in an effort to
understand them and to be able to pre-
dict their location, intensity, and effect.

Auroral light is emitted when elec-
trons and protons that are trapped in
Earth's magnetic field excite atoms of
gas in the upper atmosphere. The east—
west aligned curtains of the auroras join
to make complete rings around both
magnetic poles. At quiet times, the rings
are dim and narrow and tightly circle the
poles. If the magnetic field is energized
by an especially strong bombardment of
particles, such as during a solar storm,
the auroral rings brighten, thicken, and
expand and can reach 2,500 miles in
diameter around each pole.
The brightest aurora, Reiff says, is asso-

ciated with millions of amps of electrical
current, which has the potential to trip
ground-based electrical circuits and de-
stroy transformers. The edge of the au-
rora closest to the pole marks the danger
zone. In particular, astronauts or high-
altitude pilots who fly poleward of the
aurora can be endangered if the event in
progress affects their craft's electronic

instruments or controls or if the au-
roral storm is accompanied by an
ongoing burst of solar cosmic rays.

Scientists at the Space Environ-
ment Laboratory in Boulder, Colo-
rado, issue space weather warnings
about potentially dangerous auro-
ras, but until recently, they have
been hampered by a lack of real-time
"eyes in space" with which to view
auroral events. With the launch of
the IMAGE spacecraft, headed by
James Burch '68 of Southwest Re-
search Institute, real-time monitor-
ing of the auroras is finally being
done. Using an instrument called
the Far Ultraviolet Imager, led by
Steve Mende, who was a postdoc at
Rice in the late 1960s and is now at
the University of California at Ber-
keley, both the electron- and pro-
ton-induced auroras can be moni-
tored as they occur. The IMAGE
orbit will soon move over the South-
ern Hemisphere, however, and re-
searchers will lose their ability to
monitor the northern auroras. But
there is a possibility that they can use
the size, shape, and strength of the
southern aurora to predict charac-
teristics of auroras in the north.
"The question we've been want-

ing to answer," says Reiff, "is whether
the southern and northern auroras
are conjugate or anticonjugate."
Conjugate auroras act as if joined
together and are accompanied by
near-mirror-image displays in both
hemispheres, while anticonjugate au-
roras are markedly asymmetrical. "If
we can trust that the aurora in the

Northern Hemisphere is the same as in
the Southern Hemisphere, we can use
imagers over either pole as our moni-
tors," Reiff says. "This will enable us to
predict where the northern aurora will
be located based on its appearance in the
south, or vice versa."

Previous studies have indicated that high-
latitude auroras—those within the perim-
eter of the polar caps—are anticonjugate,
while lower-latitude auroras have been
known to be nearly conjugate. The only
way to lay the question to rest would be to
study the entire sequence of an auroral
storm at both poles simultaneously. On
August 17, with a storm in progress, Reiff
and her fellow researchers were presented
with a happy coincidence when the IM-
AGEsatellite hovered over the North Pole
while NASA's Po/arsatellite was over the
South Pole.

Reiff says that early in the storm, the
auroras were anticonjugate. Once the
storm was well under way, though, they
were nearly symmetrical in their positions
around each magnetic pole, indicating
that they were conjugate. Reiff points
out, however, that while large-scale auro-
ras are nearly conjugate, including large
undulations at the poleward edges, there
remain significant differences between
the two. "There's still a lot more to be
learned," she says. "Some of the details
may be caused by near-Earth instabilities
that can be different in the two hemi-
spheres. A pair of spacecraft designed to
monitor both poles simultaneously would
be ideal to discover how much of the
structure is locally determined."

Reiff reported the findings at a meet-
ing of the American Geophysical Union
in San Francisco on December 13. She is
the lead author of the paper; the co-
authors are Harald Frey and Steve Mende
at the University of California at Berke-
ley, and John Sigwarth and Louis Frank
at the University of Iowa at Iowa City.
Others who participated in the study
were Terry Onsager of the Space Envi-
ronment Center at the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration in
Boulder, Colorado, and Jerry Goldstein
at Rice. The Polar spacecraft is managed
by the Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland.
Images and movies from Reiff s

talk are available at http://
www.spaceupdate.com/image-
news121201.html.

—CHRISTOPHER DOW

WITH REPORTING BY B. J. ALMOND
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Celestial Milestones
At the dawn of humankind, the known universe
ended at the horizon. These days, astronomers
are looking into the farthest reaches of space. But
just how far is that?

This small matter of distance isn't
simply an academic point. In as-
tronomy, distance equals time, and
knowing how far away celestial
objects are not only can provide
insight into their makeup but can
help answer fundamental ques-
tions about the origin, evolution,
and nature of the universe. So far,
undisputed means to accurately
calibrate universal distances have
eluded scientists, but Rice re-
searchers Edison Liang and Dan
Kocevski and collaborator Brad
Schaefer at the University of Texas
at Austin think they might be on
the right track.
The answer may be hidden in

the celestial phenomenon of
gamma-ray bursts—transient, short
flashes of gamma rays that occur
randomly in the sky every day.
Gamma rays themselves cannot be
seen by human eyes, but they can
be detected by instruments in or-
bit. About 3,000 gamma-ray bursts
have been recorded, mostly during
the 1990s, and since 1997, scien-
fists have known that these bursts
represent gigantic explosions likely
associated with the death of mas-
sive stars at a distance of about 10
billion light years.
This makes gamma-ray bursts

excellent candidates to serve as
guideposts for astronomers hop-

ing to trace the formation of mas-
sive stars and the structure and
evolution of the early universe—if
the exact distances to the bursts
can be determined. But astrono-
mers know the actual distance to
only a very few. Two methods have
been proposed in recent years for
indirectly calculating the distance
from available data, and now,
Liang, Kocevski, and Schaefer have
come up with a third.

"It's well-known that gamma-
ray bursts start at high energy and
evolve to lower energies," says
Liang, the Andrew Hays Buchanan
Professor ofAstrophysics. "We ex-
amined 16 gamma-ray bursts and
found that the apparent rate at
which the burst is cooling off ap-
pears to be directly related to the
distance of the burst, provided
that the rate is measured not in

terms of time, but in terms of the
total number of gamma rays emit-
ted since the beginning of the
pulse."
The technique works, however,

only with gamma-ray bursts that
have distinctly separate pulses, or
peaks, of intensity. Most bursts
have multiple peaks of energy, and
the overlapping data of these mul-
tiple peaks make it difficult to es-

timate the true cool-
ing rate of the highest
peak. "You tend to
underestimate the
cooling rate when ob-
serving bursts with
multiple peaks," notes
Kocevski, a graduate
student in the Depart-
ment of Physics and
Astronomy.
Liang and his col-

leagues are trying to
develop methods to

separate the data of the overlap-
ping pulses to determine the true
cooling rate. They are hopeful that
they will eventually be able to cal-
culate the distance of any gamma-
ray burst, expanding the database
of knowledge from which deduc-
tions about the formation of the
early universe can be made and
providing new insights into the
physical mechanisms of these enig-
matic explosions.
The group presented its findings

at a meeting of the American As-
tronomical Society in Washington,
D.C., on January 7. Images of
gamma-ray bursts used for this
study, which was supported by
NASA, can be found at http://
www.kocevski.com.

-B. J. ALMOND

http://www.rice.edufiondren/

Formiren Library is pleased to announce that its new website is now online. Upcoming refinements to the
site will include a search engine and a text-only version of the homepage.
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Overcome Low Interest Rates and a Volatile
Market with High-Minded Planning
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Sometimes It Pays to Be Charitable

As the new millennium began, the stock market and the economy soared
to great heights. Consumer and investor confidence was strong; inflation
was low and holding. A short two years later, though, the picture is
radically different. The markets have soured, and we've watched the U.S.
join much of the world in recession.
The only condition that has remained constant is the low rate of

inflation—but what acts as a comfort to consumers is disconcerting to
investors faced with extraordinarily low interest rates. We're all eager to get
the best return for our dollar, but in this economic climate, where do you
go? More people are finding answers not at their local banks or broker's
office but at their favorite charities.

Income-Producing Gifts Yield Attractive Results

Often people are surprised to learn that there are many ways to make a
gift to charity and receive a stream of income in the process. You may have
been vaguely aware of the possibilities but never examined in detail how
such a charitable gift could fit your own long-term financial needs. The
current period of low interest rates makes several of these charitable
planning strategies more appealing than ever.
The oldest and most popular gift arrangement is the charitable gift annuity,

which returns to you—or one or two beneficiaries you designate—a stream of
income for life, based on a fixed percentage of the amount of the gift.
The chart shows the rates Rice University currently is paying donors at

selected ages. The rate in effect when you acquire the annuity never
changes. It is guaranteed for life.

Viewed in light of today's market conditions, these rates are very
appealing. But there are other factors that enhance them even more:

• You receive an income-tax deduction in the year you fund the annuity.
• Each year—for the duration of your life expectancy—a portion of each
payment you receive is tax-free, effectively increasing your yield.
• If appreciated assets are used to fund the annuity, you avoid recognizing

$25,000 CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

ONE LIFE

AGE(s) RATE % ANNUITY PAYMENT TAX DEDUCTION

65 6.7 $1,675 $7,570

70 7.2 $ 1,800 $8,712

75 7.9 $ 1,975 $9,877

80 8.9 $2,225 $ 11,107

TWO LIVES

65-65 6.3 $1,575 $5,148

70-70 6.6 $1,650 $6,425

75-75 7.0 $1,750 $7,884

80-80 7.7 $ 1,925 $9,214

NOTE: CALCULATIONS OASES ON QUARTERLY PAYMENTS AND A 5.4% DISCOUNT RATE.
RICE CAPS ITS RATES AT 10%.

a portion of the capital gains.
• You provide generous support to Rice University for a purpose you
designate.

If you wish, your gift annuity can be used to create a named endowed
fund, established on termination of the annuity. This endowed fund may
provide scholarships for students or support for specific academic pro-
grams. Such funds typically carry the name of the donor(s) but can also
be used to honor or recognize others—for example, parents.
A gift annuity is an irrevocable gift to the university, and donors should

consult their financial and legal advisers regarding the advisability of such
a gift as a part of their charitable plans. The minimum to establish a gift
annuity is $25,000. Gift annuities are not available in all states.

In Conclusion

If you have considered making a charitable gift, you may find that the
current economic situation makes this an advantageous time to do so. If you
would like to receive additional information on gift annuities, please contact
the Office of Planned Giving. We are honored to be of service and hope that
you will call on us whenever we might be a confidential resource to you and
your professional advisers in your philanthropic and estate planning.

www.rutrice.edui-giving/
6 SALLYPORT Rice University • The Office of Planned Giving—MS 81• P.O. Box 1892 • Houston, Texas 77251-1892 • 713-348-4610 or jfaulkne@ricesedu
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FHammond Remembered
for His Excellence, Talent

Michael Hammond, a composer and visionary leader
who took Rice's Shepherd School ofMusic to new levels
ofprofessionalism, died from complications ofcancer on
January 29. He was 69 years old. His death came just one
week after he assumed office as the eighth chairman of
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

In a statement to the campus commu-
nity on the day of Hammond's death,
President Malcolm Gillis said,
"Michael Hammond leaves a family
and a university permanently enriched
by his vision, strength of character,
integrity, and indomitable spirit. If
Rice University is a living monument
to William Marsh Rice and Edgar Odell
Lovett, the Shepherd School of Music
is so also for Michael Hammond."
Hammond recently said his two

great love affairs were his wife, Anne
Lilley Hammond, and the Shepherd
School. Though reluctant to leave Rice,
he felt it was his patriotic duty to serve
his country by chairing the NEA, said
Anne Schnoebelen, the interim dean
of the music school and the Joseph
and Ida Kirkland Mullen Professor of
Music. "Michael's contributions are
immeasurable and will never be for-
gotten. We have lost an inspiring leader
and a dear friend," she said, adding
that Hammond was known for his
wisdom, creativity, humor, quiet spiri-
tuality, and guidance.
Hammond rose to head the NEA

following an illustrious career in
academia, arts, and music. "Michael
Hammond was an accomplished con-
ductor, composer, and advocate of the
arts," said President Bush, who in
September nominated Hammond to
head the NEA. "His commitment to
excellence and his extraordinary tal-
ents will be greatly missed." After his
unanimous confirmation by the U.S.
Senate, Hammond promised to be an
advocate for policies that would ben-
efit children and help them under-
stand and participate in the arts.

Hammond, who became dean of

the Shepherd School in 1986, was

widely regarded as a Renaissance man.
"Michael Hammond was truly sui
generis," said Gillis. "Wherever he
went, he left in his wake a higher level

of intellectual as well as artistic dis-

course. For my part, I will remember
Michael as a person of strong convic-

tion well expressed, a person as much

at ease with Mozart as with classical

physics and the classics of Virgil and

Homer."
During his tenure, Hammond as-

sembled a talented faculty, strength-

ened cross-campus academic ties, ex-

panded the school's international

recognition, and brought Rice's mu-

sic standards to a higher level. He

wrote the architectural program for

the music building, Alice Pratt Brown

Hall, which was designed by Ricardo

Bofill and opened in 1991. Hammond

also founded a preparatory program

for pre-college-age music students in

the Houston area. "We were so fortu-

nate to have had him for 16 years and

to have been the beneficiary of his
extraordinary intellect, vision, and

compassion," said Gary Smith, associ-

ate dean of music.
Hammond was educated at

Lawrence University, Delhi Univer-

sity in India, and as a Rhodes Scholar

at Oxford University, where he earned
degrees in philosophy, psychology, and
physiology. At Oxford, he became in-
volved in neuroscientific research and
later taught and conducted research in
neuroanatomy and physiology at
Marquette Medical School and at the
University of Wisconsin Medical

School.
His love for music won over his

desire to study medicine, but he con-
tinued to tap into his neuroscientific
expertise. He developed ties with the
medical community to study voice,
hearing, and clinical aspects of musical
performance, and he lectured annu-
ally at the Texas Medical Center in the
series "Health Care and the Arts." He
also played a major role in specifying
the acoustics for every room in Alice
Pratt Brown Hall, a
building often
praised for its splen-
did acoustics.

Before coming to
Rice, Hammond
was the founding
dean of music for the
new arts campus of
the State University
of New York at Pur-
chase. There he was
responsible for plan-
ning the facilities and
curriculum of the
music school and
later served as presi-
dent of the college. He founded
Pepsico Summerfare, a major interna-
tional festival of the arts at Purchase.
He also was director of the Wisconsin
Conservatory of Music in Milwaukee
and served as the founding rector of
the European Mozart Academy in the
Czech Republic.
In addition to being on the board of

the Houston Symphony, Hammond
held positions as associate conductor
of the American Symphony, conduc-
tor of the Bergen Philharmonic, musi-
cal director and conductor of the
Dessoff Choirs in NewYork City, com-
poser-in-residence for the Milwaukee
Repertory Theater, and director of
Canticum, an ensemble for the perfor-
mance of medieval and Renaissance
vocal music.
Hammond received a gold medal in

1998 from the Rice Alumni Associa-
tion for his contributions to Rice, and
Lawrence University awarded him a
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris
causa.
Hammond is survived by his wife

and a son, Thomas Hammond of New
York. He was proceeded in death by
another son, Benjamin Michael
Hammond.

-ELLEN CHANG
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According to a study co-authored by
Rick Wilson, a Rice professor of politi-
cal science, smiling appears to pro-
mote trust among strangers in a one-
time bargaining interaction. "Facial
expressions can be good signals about
your partner's intention," says Wil-
son. "People who have friendly ex-
pressions are rated better or are per-
ceived to be nicer. Our study shows
that people not only make those attri-
butions, but they will even rely on
them when there are financial risks."
For the study, which was conducted

at the University of Oxford, England,
120 people participated in a simple
two-person "trust" game with mon-
etary payoffs. The game was played on
a computer, and the participants never
met their partners in person—each
participant saw only a photo of their
counterpart. Thus the players' deci-
sions had to be based on assumptions
they made about their partner's trust-
worthiness just from seeing the photo.
Two photos each of 60 people—

one in which the subject was smiling
and one in which the subject's facial
features were neutral—were used for
the game. The photos were first evalu-
ated by graduate students and staff

It turns out that the price of trust
might be only a smile.

at Oxford to
give the re-
searchers a

frame of refer-
ence for whether

the person pictured
in a photo was consid-

ered cooperative or not—a
judgment usually related to the pres-
ence or absence of a smile. The photo
rankings also reflected factors unre-
lated to a smile, such as dimensions of
trustworthiness and toughness, that
the researchers considered when
studying the participants' expectations
of their partners.
The game allowed the participants

to choose an option that would deter-
mine how much money they would
receive in relation to their partners.
The participants could initially choose
to receive a small amount of money
that was greater than their partner
would receive and end the game at
that point, or they could pass up the
first money offer and allow their part-
ner to make a similar choice in hope of
a better payoff. But the latter option
was risky because the partner could
choose to receive a larger sum than the
original participant, ending the game.
Or, the partner could opt to let the
game continue, which would allow
the original participant to select an-
other choice that would yield equal
sums for both players but less than the
amount the partner could have kept at
the previous choice.
Although the participants believed

that their partners were people playing
the game on another computer, there
never was an actual partner—the
partner's responses were supplied by a
computer program. The researchers
simply wanted to observe whether par-

ticipants whose partners were smiling
were more likely to trust them than
those whose partners were not smiling.
A statistically significant difference

emerged between the two groups: 68
percent of the participants who were
matched with a smiling photo trusted
their partner, compared to 55 percent
with nonsmiling partners. Photos that
were associated with "niceness," even
though a smile was not apparent, ap-
peared to invite cooperation as well.
"The participants were able to detect

a difference in facial expression," Wil-
son says, "and that facial expression
affected the participant's beliefs about
the trustworthiness of the partner rep-
resented by the facial image." The re-
searchers also noticed that male partici-
pants were more trusting of female
faces, but female participants trusted
female partners less than they trusted
male partners.
Wilson explains that because one

key to successful cooperation is the
ability to identify cooperative part-
ners, the researchers wanted to evalu-
ate the value of smiling as a signal of
the intention to cooperate. "What is
surprising is that people are willing to
use that signal, and it boosts levels of
cooperation," he says. "People have a
lot of experience reading faces, and
they use those judgments to guide
their behavior with others."
The study, which also involved the

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University in Blacksburg, Virginia, was
supported by the National Science
Foundation and was published in the
Journal of Economic Psychology (vol-
ume 22, number 5).

—B. J. AUdONCI
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Report Warns of Possible
Social, Economic Crisis

The United States faces a social and economic
crisis unless America succeeds in promoting and
taking advantage of racial and ethnic diversity,
according to a report issued recently by a coali-
tion of top corporate chief executive officers and
university presidents, including Rice president
Malcolm Gillis.

"While the nation's minority popu-
lation is steadily increasing, mem-
bers of most racial and ethnic
groups are not making sufficient
educational strides," Gillis says.
"This report attests to the fact that,
on this issue, both captains of in-
dustry as well as university presi-
dents are in agreement: The nation
could be headed for a possibly crip-
pling shortage of workforce skills
and knowledge unless educational
opportunities for minorities are fur-
ther expanded."
The report, titled "Investing in

People: Developing All of
America's Talent on Campus and
in the Workplace," was released by
the Diversity Initiative Task Force
of the Business—Higher Education
Forum, a partnership of the Ameri-
can Council on Education and the
National Alliance of Business. It
states that "a large number of the
people who will be available to
work [in the future] will be mi-
norities—who currently lag behind
whites in their training and educa-
tional credentials." It warns that
unless investments are made in im-
proving education for all Ameri-
cans, tomorrow's workers will not
be ready to meet the challenges of
a knowledge-intensive economy,
resulting in a decline in our nation's
competitiveness.

Gillis noted that social and eco-

nomic mobility have been vital in-
gredients in shaping American so-
ciety over the decades. When edu-
cational opportunities for
minorities are limited, or as in the
past, constricted, mobility suffers,
along with the economy and soci-
ety. In addition, demographic
trends outlined in the task force
report compel business and higher
education to invest heavily in the
development of the talent and pro-
ductivity of all citizens.
According to the report, the best

investment for the nation's future is
to promote and expand diversity
efforts and to ensure quality educa-
tion for all students. America's edu-
cational system is the pipeline from
which the diverse pool of capable
citizens and workers for the 21st
century will flow.
The report calls on business and

institutional leaders, policy mak-
ers, and the general public to be-
come actively involved in promot-
ing and expanding diversity efforts.
It outlines several important steps
that can be taken to foster diver-
sity and provide equal opportu-
nity and quality education to all
Americans, including the follow-
ing recommendations:

• Support and strengthen existing
outreach programs that focus on
the value of attending college, ways

to prepare students and assist them
in applying for and attending col-
lege, and the importance oflifelong
learning. Create programs where
they do not exist.

• Provide the resources to ensure
that teachers are prepared to work
effectively with racially and ethni-
cally diverse students.

• Review current strategies and
policies designed to foster diver-
sity and tolerance, ensure that they
are meeting their goals, and publi-
cize the results of these reviews to
the higher education and business
communities.

• Speak out and advocate that col-
leges and universities take the whole
person into account—not just
grades and test scores—when mak-
ing admissions decisions.

• Encourage corporate foundations
to provide support for diversity
initiatives and to share the pro-
grams and their results with pro-
fessional peers.

"This report sounds an alarm to
educators, business leaders, policy
makers, and the general public and
calls for us to recognize the impor-
tance of diversity to our country's
well-being," said David Ward, presi-
dent of the American Council on
Education. "To ignore it could be
detrimental to our nation's eco-
nomic and social future."

National Alliance of Business
president Roberts Jones describes
diversity as another form of na-
tional security. "As we fight to eradi-
cate terrorism and maintain safety
on our shores," he said, "we must
protect our economic stability by
investing in our most valuable re-
source—our diverse citizenry."
The report can be found at

http://www.acenet.edu/pro-
grams/bhef/.
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Energy Focus of Greenspan's Talk
Alan Greenspan, generally acknowledged as the world's most influential econo-
mist, had a confession. He told a Rice audience on November 13 that he began
his professional career as a musician in a dance band and that his interest in
economics was sparked by visits to the library during band breaks. He enrolled in
New York University for graduate studies, and the rest is economic history.

Chairman of the Federal Reserve since 1988, Greenspan
visited the campus for a talk at Stude Concert Hall spon-
sored by the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy.
His speech offered an assessment of what lies ahead for the
energy industry, and he stressed that, in the wake of the
September 11 attacks and the current weakened state of the
economy, the United States needs policies that ensure
long-term economic growth. "One of the most important
objectives of those policies," he said, "should be an assured
availability of energy."
Greenspan said that this imperative has taken on added

significance in light of heightened tensions in the Middle
East, where two-thirds of the world's proven oil reserves
reside. He noted that the Baker Institute is conducting
major research on energy supply and security issues.
Looking back at the dominant role played by the United

States in world oil markets for most of the industry's first
century, Greenspan cited John D. Rockefeller and Standard
Oil as the origin of U.S. pricing power. Following the breakup
of Standard Oil in 1911, he said this power remained with
American oil companies and later with the Texas Railroad
Commission. This control ended in 1971, when oil pricing
power shifted to the Persian Gulf.
"The story since 1973 has been more one of the power of

markets than one of market power," Greenspan said. He
commented that rationing, projected as the only solution to
the gap between supply and demand in the 1970s, did not
happen. While government-mandated standards for fuel
efficiency eased gasoline demand, he said that observers
believe market forces alone would have driven increased fuel
efficiency. "It is encouraging that, in market economies,
well-publicized forecasts of crises more often than not fail to
develop, or at least not with the frequency and intensity
proclaimed by headline writers."

Greenspan touched on recent energy shortages in the
United States and how market forces responded. He cited
the heating oil shortages on the East Coast, which drove up
natural gas prices, resulting in increased production and
curtailment of demand. Commenting on California's elec-
tric power crisis earlier last year, he pointed out that once
higher prices were passed on to consumers, demand slowed
dramatically.
Turning his attention to the long-term prospects for

American energy markets, Greenspan addressed the tech-
nological changes in the production side of the industry.
"The development of seismic techniques and satellite sur-

BAKER INSTITUTE
FOR PUBLIC POLICY

RICE UNIVERSITY 

ALAN GREENSPAN SPEAKING ON NOVEMBER 13 IN STUCK CONCERT HALL.

veillance that are facilitating the discovery of promising new
oil reservoirs worldwide have roughly doubled the drilling
success rate for new-field wildcat wells in the United States
during the past decade," he said.
While the shift away from the hit-or-miss wildcat oil and

gas exploration of the past would indicate declining costs,
Greenspan cautioned that there remains the challenge of
overcoming increasing costs brought about by more than a
century of draining the more easily accessible sources of
crude oil. Also, the potential for disruptive turmoil exists in
many of the areas where the world's crude oil reserves lie.
Greenspan also addressed the rising demand for natural

gas and predicted that higher anticipated needs will force
trade-offs between energy requirements and environmental
concerns. As a result, he sees renewed interest in the
expansion of coal, nuclear power, and nonconventional
sources of energy. "We cannot say with certainty how these
technological possibilities will play out in the future," he
said, "but we can say with some assurance that develop-
ments in energy markets will remain central in determining
the longer-run health of our nation's economy."

Greenspan closed by reminding the audience that national
security and environmental concerns need to be addressed in
setting energy policy but in such a manner that won't distort
or stifle the meaningful functioning of U.S. markets.

-NANCY BURCH
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Rice University Joins
Research Initiative

It used to be that all a biologist needed was a simple lab and a few specimens.
These days, biological research is advanced by multidisciplinary teams with
ready access to the latest technologies and resources. All too often, though, a
single institution—even a university—cannot reach the critical mass ofresearch-
ers and funds necessary to unravel the profound complexities of biological
phenomena. But institutions can band together and pool resources, and that is
the motivation behind a new powerhouse biological research and education
initiative called the Gulf Coast Consortia (GCC).
Funded in part by a $3.5 million grant from the W.M. Keck Foundation of

Los Angeles, GCC is composed of six public and private institutions based in
the Houston/Galveston region: Rice University, Baylor College of Medicine,
the University of Houston, the University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston, the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, and the
University ofTexas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. Baylor professor Wah Chiu,
chair of the GCC oversight committee, sees the consortia becoming "a model
for the international scientific community" because of the high level of
interinstitutional cooperation involved.
"This new joint venture illustrates very well two hallmarks of Rice education

and research: our interdisciplinary bent and our strong interinstitutional focus,"
says Rice president Malcolm Gillis. "The consortia not only builds on previous
collaborative efforts, but it also provides a new foundation for further joint work
in biosciences."
The consortia will have two major components: education and research. The

educational component includes an expansion of the Keck Center for Compu-
tational Biology, which was initiated in 1990 by Keck Foundation funding to
Rice and Baylor College of Medicine and later expanded to include the
University of Houston and the University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston. This educational component will involve 90 faculty from the six
institutions who will train more than 100 students in the latest advances in
computational, mathematical, physical, and chemical biology.
"In so doing, we will help address the national shortage of researchers at the

interface of biology with computational and physical science disciplines," said
Kathleen Matthews, dean of the Wiess School of Natural Sciences at Rice and
co-chair of the GCC oversight committee. "Each of the GCC members has
been actively hiring faculty devoted to cross-disciplinary research and training
in modern biological and biomedical sciences. In this enterprise, we are
expanding our interactions and pooling our respective institutional strengths to
create a novel training and research environment."
A portion of the Keck Foundation grant will be used to establish the Gulf

Coast Consortium for Magnetic Resonance and the purchase of high-resolu-
tion magnetic resonance imaging devices. This technology will provide scien-
tists with greater capabilities for exploring detailed, three-dimensional photos
and dynamics of biological molecules, which will enhance scientific discoveries
related to diseases. In addition, researchers can visualize in a noninvasive manner
detailed features—including genetic makeup—within organs of small animals.
For more information, visit the Gulf Coast Consortia website at http://

www.gcc.keckcenter.org.

-MARGOT DIMOND

Double Your
Dollars to the Rice
University Annual
Gifts Campaign,
and Your Support
for Students Goes

Twice as Far!

JUST FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE STEPS:
• Make a gift to the Annual Gifts Campaign.

• Find out if your employer (or your spouse's
employer) matches gifts to universities. If
you are retired, check to see if your previ-
ous employer will match your gifts to uni-
versities.

• Get a corporate matching-gift form from
your human resources office and send it to
the Rice University Annual Gifts Cam-
paign. Some companies require just a phone
call. Yours may be one; check with your
human resources office.

You've just doubled your dollars to
the Rice University Annual Gifts
Campaign.

Supporting your favorite
institution of higher education

is that easy!

Questions?
Call 713-348-4991 to obtain more informa-
tion about doubling your dollars to the Rice
University Annual Gifts Campaign through
the corporate matching-gifts program.

www.ruf.rice.edu/-giving/

Rice University
Annual Gifts Office—MS 81
P.O. Box 1892

..., .
Houston, TX 77251-1892
713-348-4991..
kfoyle@rice.edu
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BUILDING BOOM

Humanities Building
Proves Itself a Winner

When the Humanities Building opened in October
2000, the dedication included one of the most elabo-
rate ceremonies yet to dedicate a Rice University
building: a site-specific performance event conceived
and choreographed by internationally known dance-
theater artist Stephan Koplowitz. The performance
was called Open Book/Open House, but it might just as
well have been called Open Invitation for Architecture
Awards.

Thus far, the Humanities Building has
garnered five impressive architecture
and building industry awards. "We are
delighted that the building is being so
well recognized," commented
Suzanne Klein, project manager for
the building's architect, Allan
Greenberg. Among the honors is the
2001 Design Excellence Award for
Architecture given by the Washing-
ton, D.C., chapter of the American
Institute of Architects. It is the
chapter's highest award. Three build-
ings out of 102 nominations were
selected, and there were seven merit
winners.
The other four awards also are the

highest honors bestowed by their re-
spective associations: the 2001 Design
Award for Architecture from the Cast
Stone Institute, the 2002 First Place
for International Excellence in Ma-
sonry from the Mason Contractors
Association ofAmerica, the 2001 First
Place Award for Outstanding Brick
Masonry Design from the Texas Ma-
sonry Council, and the 2001 Brick
and Glass Block Award for Excellence
in Brick Masonry Design from the
Associated Masonry Contractors of
Houston.
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Apartments
Obtained for New

Grad Student
Housing

Pity the poor graduate student who
has to find good housing in the rela-
tively expensive neighborhoods sur-
rounding Rice. Their task has just
gotten a little easier with Rice's pur-
chase ofthe Morningside Square Apart-
ments at 2401-2414 Shakespeare.
"The purchase was a part of our

continuing mission to obtain good
housing for our students," says Dean
Currie, vice president for finance and
administration. "It may well not be
the last graduate housing that we pro-
vide, although we currently don't have
any other sites in mind."

Existing graduate housing includes
an apartment complex at 1515
Bissonnet that was built by Rice two
years ago. "While that project success-
fully meets the housing needs for some
of the graduate students," says Scott
Wise, vice president for investments
and treasurer, "we have been looking
for additional rental property that
would provide affordable housing."

Rice real estate officer Janie Bowes
saw these apartments as perfect for
student housing because of their prox-
imity to both the campus and Rice
Village. "Students can walk to stores
and yet are close enough to the cam-
pus to feel a part of it," she says. "And
they can use the campus shuttle bus
that stops at Greenbriar and Univer-
sity Boulevard."
There are 53 units in the complex,

which was renovated about five years
ago and needed very little interior
work. Most of the units have one
bedroom, and rent begins at $525 per
month. Only full-time registered stu-
dents are eligible as tenants.

-MARGOT DIMOND

Rayzor Hall Renovations
Complete

Think of old, tight corridors, low ceilings, small
offices, and dim lighting. If you're reminded of
Rayzor Hall, think again. Rayzor's familiar facade of
pinkish brick and stone is still there, but inside, light,
airy, modern spaces now greet students and faculty.

Faculty of the language and literature
departments, the Center for the Study

of Languages, the Language Resource
Center, and the Asian Studies pro-

gram began moving into the four-
decade-old building on December 15,
about a year after the renovation project
began. "It's really very nice," says Gale
Stokes, dean of the School of Hu-
manities. "The classrooms have been
upgraded to contemporary Rice stan-
dards. I'm very pleased with the
university's commitment to the School

of Humanities."
With upbeat color schemes and bet-

ter lighting, the building evokes a more
cheerful feeling, and Paul Sanders, se-

nior project manager in facilities and
engineering, predicts that the two ad-
ditional classrooms, state-of-the-art
technology, and customized office lay-

outs will encourage interaction among

departments and faculty and students.

"It is a definite improvement over

the old Rayzor," comments R. Lane
Kauffmann, chair of the Department

of Hispanic and Classical Studies. "The
new Rayzor, devoted entirely to lan-

guages, literatures, and cultures, will
foster more integrated programs in

those areas. The departmental semi-
nar rooms should help the major lan-

guage programs hone their identities
and establish a stronger presence in

the humanities, something to which
the old building, with its single, mul-
tipurpose faculty lounge, was less con-
ducive. Not only students but the Rice
community at large should be well-
served by this new facility."
In particular, the renovation cre-

ated a larger, more visible presence for
the Language Resource Center. Cen-
trally located on the first floor, the
center is equipped with two computer
classrooms and a server with faster
connections for students working on
site and across the campus, says Claire
Bartlett, director of the center. "I think
it's extremely pleasant," she said. "The
environment is much brighter, more
open, with better lighting."

This coming summer, after the Jesse
H. Jones Graduate School of Manage-
ment vacates its current home, Her-
ring Hall, and moves into its new
building, Herring will get its own over-
haul. Those renovations are expected
to take a year, and when they are
complete, the building will be occu-
pied by the English, linguistics, and
art history departments and the Cen-
ter for the Study of Cultures. "I'm
looking forward to having most of
faculty rehoused in new quarters in the
next couple of years," Stokes says.

-ELLEN CHANG
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Senior Wins Scholarship
for Commitment to

Social Change
When MTV posted an application for the Fight For
Your Rights Leadership Scholarship, it was down-
loaded by 30,000 students. Only five, though, were
chosen, and one of them was Rice senior Audrey Ette.

SENIOR AUDREY ETTE WAS

SELECTED AS ONE OF ONLY FIVE

WINNERS OF A $50,000 FIGHT

FOR YOUR RIGHTS SCHOLARSHIP.

SHE WAS CHOSEN FOR HER

COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL CHANGE.

"I feel very blessed
and fortunate to have
been selected for
such an honor," said
Ette, who is from
Dayton, Texas. The
political science/
managerial studies
major has her sights
set on a law degree as
an "avenue into poli-
tics to work in areas
concerning minority
affairs or education,"
and the $50,000
scholarship will help
her achieve those
goals.

The Fight For
Your Rights (FFYR)
Leadership Scholar-
ship program is spon-
sored by MTV and

the national nonprofit organization
SHiNE (Seeking Harmony in Neigh-
borhoods Everyday). SHiNE is the

designated youth component of the
White House's national Campaign
Against Youth Violence. The scholar-
ship program also is supported by the
National Conference for Community
and Justice in partnership with the
Anti-Defamation League and the
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights.
The scholarship is given to student
leaders between the ages of 16 and 24
who are committed to social change,
have a demonstrated record of in-
volvement in civil rights work, and
plan to pursue careers that support the
advancement of civil rights.

Ette graduated from Dayton High
School as the salutatorian of her class.
Her mother, Rita Gilmore, is a high
school economics teacher and debate
coach, and her father, Renwick
Gilmore, is a pastor. She currently is
president of the Black Student Asso-
ciation and a member of the Minority
Interests Committee, ADVANCE
(Advocating Diversity and the Need
for Cultural Exchange), the National

Society of Black Engineers, and the
newly formed chapter of the Rice
NAACP. In addition, she serves on
the President's Council for Minority
Affairs.

Ette has served as an Orientation
Week adviser at Baker College and a
diversity facilitator. As a member of
the Black Student Coalition, she was
involved in bringing the esteemed
scholar Comet West to Rice and coor-
dinating the second Racial Solidarity
Week. She also is a member of Rice's
Melodious Voices of Praise gospel
choir and IMPACT Bible Study. Last
year, she was selected for Who's Who
Among American Colleges and Uni-
versities.
At Rice, Ette is employed in the

office of the vice president for public
affairs. "It is exciting, but not surpris-
ing, that Audrey would win a national
leadership award," says Vice President
for Public Affairs Terry Shepard.
"Across campus, she has been a poised,
strong, and quietly determined leader
in support of harmony, justice, and
public service. In my office, where she
has worked since her sophomore year,
she has displayed maturity, intelligence,
and judgment, becoming a full-fledged
member of the team. Remember her
name—Audrey Ette—for she is a re-
markable young woman and will bring
honor to Rice's name for many de-
cades to come."
For more information on the FFYR

Leadership Scholarship and profiles
of the scholarship winners, go to
http://www.mtv.com/onair/ffyr-
challenge_grant.jhtml.

-MARGOT DIMOND

Graduate Student Wins Biomaterials Award

Graduate student Heungsoo Shin has won the 2002
Graduate Student Award for Outstanding Research from
the Society for Biomaterials for a research paper about I
bone-tissue engineering. Shin received the award at the I
28th annual meeting of the Society for Biomaterials.

Shin's research area concerns degradable synthetic I

biomaterials that can be used to treat defects in bone
caused by disease or injury. Such biomaterials will be able
to support damaged bone while fresh bone is being
regenerated, then the biomaterials will degrade without
damage to the body.
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Rice Math Major
Named

Outstanding Male
Undergrad

A lot of students scramble to make
their mark. Third-year math major
Adam Stubblefield unscrambles.

Stubblefield, whose degree was
awarded in May, specializes in research in
computer security and applied cryptog-
raphy. He was part ofthe Rice/Princeton
University team that unscrambled the
Secure Digital Music Initiative codes—
digital watermarks developed by the re-
cording industry to prevent and/or al-
low the playing and copying of digital
music. And this past summer, he demon-
strated a major flaw in a common wire-
less computing standard, the Wired
Equivalent Privacy protocol.
His work has been noticed by the

Computing Research Association
(CRA), which will present him the
Outstanding Male Undergraduate
Award for 2002 at a national comput-
ing-research conference this year. The
award, which includes a cash prize of
$1,000, recognizes exceptional poten-
tial in computing research.
"Adam has done some really great

work over the past two years," says his
adviser, Dan Wallach, assistant profes-
sor of computer science and electrical
and computer engineering. "I'm very
proud to see that he has gained this
important and well-deserved recogni-
tion from the research community."
The CRA comprises more than 190

North American academic departments
of computer science, computer engi-
neering, and related fields; laboratories
and centers in industry, government,
and academia involved in basic com-
puting research; and affiliated societ-
ies. The association's outstanding un-
dergraduate awards for 2002 were
sponsored by Mitsubishi Electric Re-
search Labs.

-B. J. AUVICIND

Marshalling Her
Resources

Laura Gardner has big plans for the
future. She wants to pursue a Ph.D. in
Victorian literature and one day be-
come an English professor. She also
wants to learn about the book publish-
ing trade. The Jones College senior
will soon take major steps toward
achieving those goals: One of 40 stu-
dents chosen nationally to receive a
Marshall Scholarship, she will spend
the next two years studying in Britain.
Nothing could be more ideal for

Gardner, who majored in English and
French. In her first year, she will work
toward a master's degree in London
studies from Birkbeck College at the
University of London, examining the
formation of London from architec-
tural, historical, and social perspec-
tives. In her second year, she will study
for a master's in English with a con-
centration in literary biography at
King's College London at the Univer-
sity of London.
"One of the best parts about the

Marshall is that I can spend two years
living in British culture and exploring
more of the country," she says. "I'm
thrilled to have won this award. I had
a fabulous time studying abroad last
year and know that the next two years
will be even more exciting."

Gardner currently is the student di-
rector of the Rice Women's Resource
Center, which coordinates educational
and social activities and programs to
increase awareness of issues facing
women. She also is part of the Rice
Undergraduate Scholars Program and
is working on a project on fallen women
in Victorian culture. Robert Patten, the
Lynette S. Autrey Professor in Hu-
manities and Gardner's senior project
adviser, says she stood out as a sopho-
more in his survey of British literature
course with her instinct for the appro-

priate feature of a text to focus on.
"She's disciplined, thorough, in-

sightful, and self-directed," he says.
"She is both creative and very careful
in her research, here and in England.
She radiates life and energy and joy

and good humor. Clearly that combi-
nation of scholarly excellence and per-

sonal magnetism worked on the
Marshall selectors."
"I do wish to be-

come an English
professor someday,"
Gardner says, "but
I'm also interested
in learning more
about the publish-
ing industry." Dur-
ing the summer af-
ter graduation, she
will be working for
publishing company
W.W. Norton and
Co. Then it's off to
Britain. "I liked the
British academic sys-
tem and loved the
city. This way I can
find out more about
a great city while liv-
ing in its stimulating
atmosphere."
The two-year

Marshall Scholar-

SENIOR LAURA GARDNER

WILL TRADE THE RICE

CAMPUS FOR THE

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON,

WHERE SHE WILL SPEND

TWO YEARS STUDYING AS

A MARSHALL SCHOLAR,

IMMERSING HERSELF IN

BRITISH CULTURE.

ships were founded
by an act of Parliament in 1953 to
commemorate the humane ideals of

the European Recovery Program, also

known as the Marshall Plan. American
students are chosen to receive the
scholarships by eight regional com-

mittees. The program allows students

to gain an understanding and appre-
ciation of British values and the British

way of life.

-ELLEN CHANG
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Community Spirit Al Fresco

Texas history received another colorful interpretation
this fall when Rice University sophomore Josef
Sifuentes and his father, Jesse, completed a giant
mural in East Houston.

Stretching 75' x 15', the mural covers
an outside wall of Cash America Pawn
at the corner of Telephone Road and
Dumble Street, and it depicts the
state's history from a Mexican Ameri-
can perspective.
"Since Texas used to belong to

Mexico, and we are always being in-
fluenced by Mexico, we decided to
combine Mexican and Texas themes,"
explains Josef, a Martel College
sophomore.
The three-part mural unfolds in a

story-telling fashion, with the left side
representing the past, the central por-
tion the present, and the right side
the future. In the left corner, a Mexi-
can woman stands on a wooden pier,
holding a fishing pole as she looks at
a flaming sun set over the coastal
waters. On the shore, a giant pre-
Columbian pot is juxtaposed against
a series of oil refinery tanks that lead
to the Houston Ship Channel.

Grabbing center stage is a Mexican
American woman playing an accor-
dion. She is framed by two agave
plants and is surrounded by a Texas
longhorn, the San Jacinto Monument,
a jackrabbit, an armadillo, and a
horned lizard. Behind her, the Hous-
ton skyline rises from the horizon.
In the right section, a rocket disap-

pears into the sky while a bald eagle
glides toward a freeway. The mural
also pays tribute to Christa McAuliffe,
the teacher who died in the Challenger
space shuttle explosion. Her smiling
face appears on the backdoor of a red
caboose.
The painting has proved popular

with the surrounding Hispanic com-
munity. Josef says that as he and his
father were completing the mural in
August, members of the community
would honk and give the thumbs up as
they drove by. Even those youths who
once scrawled graffiti on the wall have

shown their respect by not vandalizing
the artwork.
The idea to create the mural came

from a coalition of civic groups led by
the organization Keep Houston Beau-
tiful. After the pawnshop agreed to
have the mural painted on its wall,
the coalition commissioned
Sifuentes's father, an art teacher at
Austin High School, which is two
blocks from the shop. Jesse created
the drawing for the mural with con-
tributions from Josef, whom he hired
as his assistant.
Father and son worked side by side

for three months until the mural was
finished. They primed the wall white
and then drew a grid of one-foot
squares over the entire space. Next,
they copied the drawings from a
master sketch onto the wall. "When
my father and I were doing the mu-
ral," Josef says, "we would look at
each other and say 'Man, we are
painting a mural.'" Josef painted
several parts of the mural, including
the accordion player who is the cen-
terpiece.
"It was kind of daunting," Josef

admitted, "but art is something that I
have always been very confident
about." He has helped his father work
with children to paint two other mu-
rals in East Houston: at the Mason
Park gym and at Ingrando Park.

Josef is majoring in mechanical en-
gineering and art, and he plans to
combine the knowledge and skills of
his two interests to seek a job in engi-
neering design. "Art and mechanical
engineering both deal with creating
working compositions," he explains.
But he will continue painting as a
hobby—the pleasures and the rewards
of creating a work of art are too great
to ignore.
"Years from now," he beams, "I'll

be able to point and say, 'I painted
that.'"

-DAVID D. MEDINA
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21st-Century Technology at Rice University

2001 Report of the President

By Malcolm Gillis
President of Rice University

Technology often drives science, just as science drives technological change. This has long
been an article of faith at Rice University. To an unusual extent, our leading engineers have
always been active in discovery, and our top scientists have long been very much involved
with applications. Working across science and engineering, they have helped create entirely
new branches of learning, such as nanoscale science, now giving rise to technological revolu-
tions that profoundly affect society.

FOUR DEFINING TECHNOLOGIES OF THE 21ST CENTURY

It is now widely recognized that four of the defining technologies of the 21st century will be
nanotechnology, biotechnology, information technology, and environmental science. At Rice,
our shorthand expression for these technologies is: nano-bio-info-enviro. As it happens, sci-
entific and engineering research on our campus has focused quite purposefully on this quar-
tet of interconnected, interdisciplinary fields.
The four technologies just cited could provide humans with capacities for exerting an un-

precedented degree of control over our environment and, perhaps, even our evolution. As a
result, the potential both for improving the quality and increasing the length of life has never
been greater. On the other hand, increasing social and economic misery could result from
unwise deployment of technological marvels that foul air, water, and the food chain.
Moreover, we need to bear in mind that all four technologies involve ethical thickets not

yet well explored by humankind. The information revolution carries with it thorny issues of
privacy. The biomedical revolution, especially in genetics, is replete with ethical issues involv-
ing life and death, and some—including corporate chieftains—have expressed grave concern
over the very remote likelihood of self-assembly in nanotecluiology. And all the new tech-

nologies offer practical methods for improving air and water quality as well as pose risks to
the environment.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Before the 1990s, the total amount of collected
information tended to double every four or five
years. By 1999, electronic data was quadru-
pling every semester. Consequently, we have
become accustomed to thinking of the infor-
mation revolution primarily in terms of the ex-
plosion in information. From the vantage point
of the year 2001, however, the information
revolution is best seen more broadly as a
knowledge revolution, wherein new ways of
marshaling and utilizing knowledge debut each
month.
The potential impact of this technology is

perhaps best understood by reviewing what has
already been wrought by the information revo-
lution.
It is news to no one that the rate of technical

change in communications has been accelerat-
ing in the past half century. Thirty-eight years
were required for radio to reach 50 million us-
ers. Television required only 16 years to reach
this plateau, personal computers only 13. But
the World Wide Web reached 50 million users
in four years, and the wireless Internet needed
just one year.' And by midyear of 2001, more
than half of U.S. households had a personal
computer. The economic effects have been
striking.
Until just a few decades ago, the economies

of nearly all nations were very heavily depen-
dent on human brawn and nature's resources in
producing corporeal products: steel, lumber,
cotton, grain, and so forth. A flowering of sci-
entific insights into the laws of nature has al-
lowed ideas increasingly to substitute for brawn
and material bulk. As a result, a very large share
of world commerce is now dominated by virtu-
ally weightless conceptual products: informa-
tion, services, computational capacities, and the
like.

Consider that the real Gross National Prod-
uct of the United States in 1999 was more than
20 times the real GNP of 1900, but as Alan
Greenspan is wont to say: If we could weigh
today's GNP and also the GNP of 1900, we
would likely find that the physical weight of
today's GNP is only modestly higher than it
was a hundred years ago. Technological ad-
vances account for almost all this phenomenon.
Computing has indeed come a long way from

1945, when rudimentary computers were used
in B-29 bombers to control gun turrets.
Progress after that has been exponential, from
megaflops to teraflops. A megaflop is one mil-
lion floating point operations per second. By
the year 2000, a tabletop PC costing U.S.
$2,000 could match the performance of a 100
megaflop computer of the 1970s that was as
big as a house and priced at more than U.S.
$25 million. Where one teraflop of capacity
(one trillion floating point operations per sec-
ond) was once unimaginable, a 30 teraflop
computer is scheduled to be operational by
2003, while 100 teraflop machines are on the
drawing boards.
Super-high-performance computers are but

one facet of the information revolution. Recent
advances in networking technologies promise
to alter forever the way we utilize computing.
Researchers at Rice are helping to fashion a vast
Grid that ultimately will link an array of distrib-
uted computing capabilities, enabling us to use
the global information system as a computa-
tional as well as an information resource.
Computational grids could do for the infor-

mation revolution what the electric power grid
did for electricity early in the 20th century. The
transformation of economies then was due not
so much to the development of electricity as
such, but rather to innovations in transmission
and distribution of energy made cheap and ac-
cessible by the power grid.'
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Researchers at Rice are

helping to fashion a vast Grid

that ultimately will link an

array of distributed

computing capabilities,

enabling us to use the global

information system as a

computational as well as an

information resource.

The Grid will interweave countless comput-
ers, databases, instruments, and people into a
pervasive, seamless network of readily avail-
able, inexpensive distributed intelligence and
computing power that can be deployed as an
ever-ready resource for solving heretofore in-
tractable problems. Successful deployment of
the Grid could yield greatly improved meth-
ods of analysis of such topics as global climate
change, environmental remediation, or the
highly complex proteins that are the subject of
proteomics.
In sum, the prospect of amassing the pro-

cessing power of ultrahigh-performance com-
puting at one's fingertips is now within reach.
What will this mean? Recall that the personal
computer began to come into its own only in
the 1980s, when it became possible to acquire
a machine with a megabyte of memory (one
million bytes) for a couple of thousand dollars.
What might be the economic and social im-
pact of desktops costing much less than a
thousand dollars but able to access the power
of computers capable of trillions of operations
per second? That brave new world could yield
an incredibly wide range of applications in sci-
ence, including continuous real-time monitor-
ing of conditions in all the world's oceans, us-
ing remote sensors hooked wirelessly to digital
libraries.
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Rice and Texas Medical Center
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In my student days, biology mostly involved
the passive study of life. But now biology has
been transformed into a field allowing the ac-
tive alteration of life. Virtually all the molecular
rungs on the chemical ladders of the human
genome have been identified, providing us
with an almost complete parts list for a human.
Advances in nanoscale science are increas-

ingly contributing to innovations in biomedi-
cine and biotechnology. Biotechnology was
one of the defining technologies of the 20th
century, even absent the end-of-century devel-
opment of rudimentary stem-cell technology.
Research by economist and Nobel laureate
Robert Fogel shows vividly the great extent to
which investments in biomedical research even
before 1925 are still paying off today. But past
benefits from biomedical research may pale in
comparison to what is to come.
Consider genetics, a field that a 1950s scien-

tist would not recognize today. Gene therapy is
but one of the truly luminous prospects for this
branch of biomedicine. Just over a dozen years
have passed since scientist W. French Anderson
fired the shot heard around the world by ad-

ministering the first artificial gene to cure a
hereditary illness. Since then we have
learned more about the workings of
human genes than in all of previous
human history.

The theoretical understanding
developed in genetics and the clini-
cal advances in gene therapy over
the past 50 years could render com-

monplace medical applications once
viewed as unthinkable. In particular, the

joining of the insights of the geneticist with
advanced tools of information and computa-
tional science and fast-growing skills of the
biomedical engineers promises to open up
other frontiers we cannot yet imagine.
By now it has become clear that biology and

biomedicine are rapidly becoming information
sciences. Leading-edge biology is now com-
monly pursued in front of a computer as well
as on the bench. Increasingly, mathematical,



Research at Rice has benefited
greatly from the overlapping nature

of information technology,
the biosciences, nanoscale science,

and environmental science
as demonstrated in the

diagram to the right.

INFORMATION AND
COMPUTATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY

ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ENERGY
TECHNOLOGY

BIOTECHNOLOGY

statistical, and computer methods have become
indispensable in the analysis of biological, bio-
chemical, and biophysical data. Moreover, the
interaction works in reverse. A growing num-
ber of projects in computational science are be-
ing driven by biological problems. A new field
called bioinformatics has arisen that integrates
biology and information sciences.
Bioinformatics has taken us to the brink of

yet another revolution in biomedicine, one in-
volving a transition from classical medical re-
search depending on trial and error to a mod-
ern discipline of biomedical research based on
information about networks of molecular inter-
actions that control normal and diseased life.
Rice University, in collaboration with several
institutions of the Texas Medical Center, is ad-
mirably positioned to capitalize on advantages
of the possibilities offered by bioinformatics,
especially given our capacities in information

04.
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and computational technologies vital for compre-
hending both genomic data and the immensely
more complex proteomic information.
At the very least, advances in biomedical tech-

nology will drastically alter how we define, treat,
and even prevent disease. While genetic cures for
most lethal diseases are still years away, Rice and
Texas Medical Center biologists and biomedical
engineers in the new field of tissue engineering
are working on technologies to allow fabrication
of a range of organs to replace, wholly or par-
tially, diseased or spent ones. Rice faculty are in
the forefront of efforts to develop disease-free,
inexpensive artificial hemoglobin. Tissue-engi-
neering research has just begun to yield clinical
applications in bone, cartilage, and skin replace-
ment, and work is proceeding apace on heart
valves, pancreatic tissue, and ultimately human
hearts and livers.
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NANOTECHNOLOGY

Nanotechnology at Rice embraces four increas-
ingly closely related fields: biomedicine, com-
puting, materials science, and environmental
science.
Nanotechnology deals with unimaginably

small objects. It is very different from the more
widely known, top-down approach called min-
iaturization. Nanotechnology devices are built
from the bottom up—one molecule, or even
one atom, at a time. A nanometer is one bil-
lionth of a meter. To provide perspective, a hu-
man thumb is about 20 million nanometers
wide, while a hydrogen atom is about one-sixth
of a nanometer across. Nanoscientists and/or
nanotechnologists work in either "wet" or
"dry" nanofields. The "wet" side centers on the
study of biological systems that exist in a water
environment. The "dry" side is, naturally
enough, waterless. At Rice, we proudly boast
about 40 highly active nanoresearchers in
chemistry, physics, biosciences, computer sci-
ence, and several fields of engineering.
Until quite recently, nanoscale science was on

the leading edge of research, while nanotech-
nology was on the "bleeding" edge—lots of
money going out and not much coming in.
That is now changing as investors begin to rec-
ognize potential markets for nanotechnology.
Research on the nanofrontier at Rice has al-
ready lead to 156 nanotech patent applications,
with eight already awarded. Four Rice nano
start-ups have been spun off, with three more
in the offing.

"Wet" Nanotechnology
(Bioscience and Biomedicine)
It has now been fairly well established that the
fullerenes discovered at Rice, carbon 60 (the
buckyball) and carbon 70, are nontoxic, along
with other, but not all, important
nanomaterials. This has opened the way for po-
tentially far-reaching applications of
nanotechnology in biomedicine.' Fullerenes
possess two traits especially suited for biomedi-
cal applications. First, they are very, very
small—about one nanometer in diameter for
the buckyball and for carbon nanotubes. Sec-
ond, their surfaces are particularly well suited

for attaching therapeutic compounds. In the
words of Rice Nobel laureate Rick Smalley,
"They are molecular pincushions that can easily
be decorated with other chemicals."
Exploitation of these properties of fullerenes

is proceeding. One promising anti-AIDS appli-
cation capitalizes on three features of the
buckyball: its size, its ability to carry chemicals
enabling delivery of drugs to specifically tar-
geted sites, and its unique shape that facilitates
binding with HIV-infected cells.
Also promising are the efforts under way at

Rice and M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in-
volving nanoparticles called nanoshells. These
are biocompatible particles of silica coated with
a thin film of gold. At 100 nanometers in diam-
eter, they easily pass through the circulatory
system. The optical properties of nanoshells
may prove extremely useful in both diagnosis
and treatment. Once inserted into the body
and delivered to sites of individual tumors by
virtue of antibodies attached to them, they are
hit by infrared light, heating up to 55 centi-
grade—warm enough to destroy cancer cells
while leaving intact healthy ones. This highly
localized therapy can be used up to 15 centi-
meters into the body and thus can reach all or-
gans without surgery and without the serious
side effects of chemotherapy or radiation
therapy.
The list of other potential applications of

nanotechnology in biomedicine is much longer
than can be detailed here. Suffice it to say that
there are serious efforts under way to utilize
nanoparticles to modify bone implant surfaces
for greater durability and compatibility, to im-
prove immunoassays of blood and tissue, to
fundamentally change field testing of livestock
and wildlife, and to treat diabetes by optically
triggered insulin implants.

Nanoelectronics
Conventional silicon chips are rapidly ap-
proaching their physical limits because of un-
wanted heat buildup associated with the succes-
sive miniaturization of silicon devices.4 There
is, however, a very young field of
nanotechnology that eludes these restrictions;
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it is called molecular electronics. Here, circuits will
be built from the bottom up, relying on single
molecules that promise first to complement silicon
circuitry and later to supplant silicon altogether.
One approach to molecular electronics at Rice and
elsewhere is based on carbon nanotubes, each
small enough that atoms can pass
through them only one at a time. An
issue of Science magazine this spring
termed the work on molecular
electronics the "breakthrough of
the year."
Given our leadership in this

work, we hope to see Silicon
Valley eventually eclipsed by
Houston's nanotech prairie.
Related work in

nanoelectronics at Rice centers
on the development of single-
molecule computer switches that
are a million times smaller than
any transistor. Jim Tour and col-
leagues have recently demonstrated
that single molecules can be made to
behave as "on/off' switches and thus
might be usable in computer memory for
extended periods.

Finally, Rice's buckyball turns out to possess ex-
cellent superconductivity capacity, important not
only for ultrahigh-speed computing but for medi-
cal imaging as well. Science magazine reports that
in August, a team of physicists successfully placed
a carbon 60 crystal into a transistor, transforming
it into a high-temperature superconductor that
conducts electricity without resistance at 117
kelvin (-156 degrees centigrade),5 much closer to
room temperature than in earlier experiments.
Room temperature is 300 kelvin, so this is a truly
major advance.
In any case, nanoelectronics is challenging con-

ventional computing from at least four directions.
Ultimate success from one or more of these ap-
proaches would eventually result in universal ac-
cess to extraordinarily cheap computing power—
an era of ubiquitous, five- and 10-cent computers
embedded in a very wide array of instruments and,
quite likely, the human body as well.

At Rice, we proudly boast

about 40 highly active

nanoresearchers in

chemistry, physics,

biosciences, computer

science, and several

fields of engineering.



Nanomaterials
Discoveries originating from nanoscale physics
and chemistry will probably account for most
new 21st-century materials. Rice is, in fact, the
principal world source for carbon nanotubes, a
previously off-world material that is not only
100 times stronger than steel at one-sixth the
weight but also is a great conductor of electricity.
Carbon nanotubes' properties give this sub-

stance great potential value far beyond micro-
electronics and biomedicine. Nanotubes are
particularly promising for use in composite ma-
terials, adding immense tensile strength to build-
ing materials or replacing carbon black in tire
treads for longer tread life. Such composites
would be ideal where weight is at a premium, as

in aircraft and, especially, spacecraft skin. The
properties of the carbon atom confer amazing
traits on carbon nanotubes. Twisted a certain
way, nanotubes are superior conductors,
twisted another way, they act like semiconduc-
tors. Nanotubes of varying diameters also dis-
play unusual features: one to four nanometers
wide, they may make excellent sensors, while
larger nanotubes can withstand much higher
temperatures. Nanotubes may soon be used to
make plastics conductive; one of Rice's
nanotube buyers hopes to use them to vastly
improve flat-panel displays. In power genera-
tion, nanotechnology could make solar cells far
more efficient by use of nanodevices that mimic
photosynthesis.

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY
Nano-Enviro
Breakthroughs in nanotechnology could be
double-edged swords in the arsenal of environ-
mental protection and remediation. On the one
hand, advances in nanoscience promise to provide
much improved ways of reducing air and water
pollution and more efficient means of energy pro-
duction. On the other hand, future large-scale
use of super-small nanostructured materials
would introduce new synthetic organic com-
pounds into ecosystems, with unforeseen envi-
ronmental effects ranging from completely be-
nign to possibly perilous.
Environmental work in nanoscience and

nanotechnology at Rice focuses on both the op-
portunities for using nanomaterials to reduce pol-
lution and the challenges presented by unfore-
seen effects of the new technology. The ability to
synthesize nanomaterials is among the most
promising opportunities because these methods
can reduce the production of wastes from existing
and projected industrial processes. In other cases,
nanomaterials can be used to remediate industrial
contamination through more effective filtration
and capture, providing better storage, transport,
and disposal of hazardous wastes. Synthesized
nanomaterials also can improve the efficiency of
and the environmental outcomes of energy pro-

duction by enabling better energy storage (bat-
teries, fuel cells) and by using advanced cata-
lysts and membranes to filter and trap pollut-
ants, such as nanopowders for remediation of
nuclear waste.
Success of this research will depend greatly

on enhancing our understanding of how na-
nometer-sized materials interact with water, es-
pecially in living cells. The venue for much of
this work will be the new National Science
Foundation-supported Rice Center for Biologi-
cal and Environmental Nanotechnology. Re-
searchers in the center have already created in-
expensive ultraporous ceramic nanofilters that
can be used to filter hazardous waste as well as
viruses. Other Rice researchers are trying to de-
termine how nanoparticles move through
groundwater and the extent to which they ac-
cumulate at the base of the food chain.
Nano research at Rice has not overlooked po-

tential risks from nanotechnologies. Where will
new nanomaterials end up in the environment?
How persistent will these materials be? How
will nanoparticles interact with other chemicals
already in the environment? These and other
questions will challenge researchers as they
deepen their understanding of the interplay of
forces and materials at the nanoscale.
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Environmental Science
It is clear that at Rice the environment is viewed
as an integral component of our research on
emerging technologies. While emerging tech-
nologies will create new possibilities for improv-
ing our environment as well as new uncertainties,
the status quo already presents relatively well-un-
derstood risks, including those ranging from loss
of species diversity and habitat to degradation in
the quality of our water and air. Some 30 percent
of the wastewater currently produced by the in-
dustrialized nations of the world is discharged to
the environment without treatment of any kind.
Nanotechnology can help here as well.
Our "enviro" work is closely related not only

to "nano" but also to "info." New approaches to
economic growth seek to reduce humanity's en-
vironmental footprint by considering the en-
semble of our activities as an interconnected web;
advanced information systems will be needed to
organize, negotiate, and track the flow of energy
and materials throughout the economy. Rice is at
the forefront in advances in these fields.
As in the biomedical field, information systems

are making important contributions in diagnos-
ing and remediating environmental ills. Faculty
members at Rice are developing environmental
information technologies to interpret air quality
data, to warn us of natural hazards, and to pre-
scribe cures for chemical contamination of our
groundwaters.
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TECHNOLOGY

Clearly, these four technologies cannot be easily
assigned to separate boxes. Rather, they are in-
terlaced not only in their provenance but also in
their applications. Thus, information technol-
ogy can no longer be viewed as something
apart from biotechnology, nanotechnology, or
environmental science. Indeed, information
technology increasingly underlies the other
three. Its overlap with nanotechnology, bio-
medicine, and environmental science is no-
table, especially in bioinformatics.
Research at Rice has benefited greatly from

the growing linkages among nanotechnology,
computational science, bioengineering, and en-
vironmental science. Our timing has been very
good. We established a new center for compu-
tational engineering in 1993. That same year,
Rice was the first university anywhere to mount
a coherent and comprehensive research pro-
gram in nanoscience, by investing heavily both
in new facilities and in new faculty. Soon after,
we renovated the old chemistry building, now
Keck Hall, to support teaching and research in
bioengineering and biosciences.
We have made careful choices, we have cho-

sen to focus our financial and intellectual re-
sources on four pivotal fields, and we have de-
veloped the interdisciplinary traditions to
position the university for leadership in all four.
The interconnections are numerous and are by

Notes
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now quite
palpable.
Our re-

search strategy
in science and
engineering has ben-
efited greatly from exploitation of the numer-
ous links among the four technologies. We
have found that innovations in any one of these
fields have a fortunate tendency to spill over
into one or more of the other three.
Our ability to capitalize on these connections

has not appeared spontaneously. It stems
largely from the lessons learned from 20 years
of successful efforts to facilitate interdiscipli-
nary research through creation of more than a
half dozen interdisciplinary institutes and cen-
ters. These efforts have, in turn, been strength-
ened and expanded by our more recent empha-
sis on interinstitutional research programs,
especially our collaboration with several of the
institutions of the Texas Medical Center, with
NASA, and with other universities across the
nation.
In the process, I am very pleased to say, we

have developed marvelous new opportunities
to involve not only our researchers but our stu-
dents—undergraduate and graduate alike—in
leading-edge research and discovery.

1 Source: Michael Capellas, CEO, Compaq, May 2001.
2 For comprehensive technical information on computational grids, see Francine Berman, Andrew Chien,

Keith Cooper, Jack Dongarra, Ian Foster, Dennis Gannon, Lennart Johnsson, Ken Kennedy, Carl Kesselman,
John Mellor-Crummey, Dan Reed, Linda Torczon, and Rich Wolski, "The Grads Project: Software Support for
High Level Grid Application for Development" (Rice University: http://hipersoft.cs.rice.edu/grads/publications/
index.htm, July 31, 2001) and Ian Foster and Carl Kesselman, eds., The Grid: Blueprint for a New Computing
Infrastructure (Morgan Kaufmann Publishers, 1999).

3 Researchers at Rice and the Texas Medical Center in 1996 found that carbon 60 (the original buckyball) does
accumulate in the liver, since it cannot be oxidized in mammals. However, no toxic effects were noted.

4 Science, Vol. 293, August 3, 2001, p. 783.
5 Robert F. Service, "C60 Enters the Race for the Top" (Science, Vol. 293, August 31, 2001, p. 1570).
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CLASS
First Impressions

By M. Yvonne Taylor

Photos by Tommy LaVergne

No matter how long ago you graduated, you've
probably never forgotten your university years.
In that heady yet daunting time, you learned to
juggle a busy schedule while living on your
own, you met new people and new challenges,
and you discovered your strongest abilities and,
perhaps, even reached some of your limits.

Times and disciplines may have changed
since you were in school, but the university
experience continues to be more than just an
academic education. It is a chance to learn
about life with peers who, as often as not, are
very different in background, persuasion, and
temperament. After all, some of the most excit-
ing and important things happening on a uni-
versity campus occur in the everyday interac-

tions of the students themselves—in classroom discussions and debates, in the
relationships developed in the residential colleges and across the campus, and
in moments of personal revelation.

Just who are today's Rice students and what is the Rice experience like for
them? We can recite statistics, but people aren't numbers. We want to get at
the heart of the matter, and that means doing more than merely taking a
snapshot of freshman angst or graduate's joy—it means more than spotlight-
ing moments in an academic career. To learn about people, you have to find
out how they live, work, and play.
With that in mind, we're pleased to introduce you to 10 Rice freshman

students. Some hail from the Lone Star State, while the rest come from the
East and West Coasts, Europe, and Africa. They represent many ethnic
groups, several religions, and various political persuasions, and their majors
include everything from biochemistry to political science to that seemingly
ubiquitous "undecided." Some have jumped right into the fray and are
involved in almost every organization that time will allow; others are more
tentatively feeling their way through their first year. In short, they reflect the
spectrum of Rice's class of 2005.
But these are just introductions. In every other issue for the next four years,

we'll follow these students as they live, learn, and grow, and in doing so, we
hope you'll gain a sense of what life is actually like for Rice undergraduates in
general. Because, when you come right down to it, students are really what
Rice is all about.
Now, meet our class:
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BORDER CROSSING
Will Rice student Jerome Haseltine
feels that his European upbringing
along with his dual citizenship—
he is both French and American—
give him a unique perspective on
international culture and foreign
relations. He speaks English,
French, and some German, and he
grew up living right at the border
of France and Switzerland. "I have
been living in Geneva for the past
13 years," he says, "and I com-
muted across the border at least
twice a day."

Ironically, this student from the
Old Country feels that in coming
to Rice he has returned "home."
"I have never really lived in the
States, although I was born a few
miles from Rice," he says. "I al-
ways knew I wanted to go 'back
home' to study—wherever that is—
and although I was not particularly
set on a specific location at first, I
quickly found Rice was the best
choice. It's a nice combination of
everything—the academic stand-
ing, the research opportunities, the
environment, the people. It's a re-
ally special place."
Jerome describes himself as par-

ticularly curious about his sur-
roundings, which sometimes leads
him to deeply contemplate situa-

JEROME HASELTINE
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ACADEMIC INTERESTS:
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tons or even people. His ability to intensely focus his concentration—
regarded as "unnerving" to some and "funny" to others—should be
helpful to him in his current fields of study, chemical engineering and
philosophy.
In addition to spending lots of time contemplating and completing his

schoolwork, Jerome sings in the Undergraduate Chorale, plays soccer for
Will Rice, and is still considering other activities to join. "I'm trying to
plan ahead and get my bearings for a few semesters," he says. "I'm trying
to establish what I'm going to do for the rest of my time here at Rice."

iSALUDOS DE MIAMI!
It's been said that you can't tell where you're going if you don't know
where you've been. Jennine Guanchez would probably agree. Ask her
what makes her the person she is and she'll tell you about her hometown
and her family. "Where I was raised, Miami, has allowed me to become a
very diverse person," she says. "I have experienced several cultures,
traditions, beliefs, and ways of life, which means I'm more accepting and
understanding of things that are different. Being raised in a warm, loving
family molded my caring, accepting, and sweet disposition."

Jennine, who also speaks Spanish and is learning Japanese, comes from
a family rich in diversity—her parents are originally from Cuba and
Venezuela. And while they have indeed raised a daughter who is sweet,
Jennine also is fiercely independent and strong-willed. For instance, even
though everyone in her immediate and extended family attended college
in Florida, Jennine broke the trend. "Hispanic families tend to want to
stay close together," she explains, "but I have decided to be a bit more
independent." In fact, her parents so wanted her to stay in the sunshine
state that they offered to buy a house in the beautiful Florida Keys to keep
her close at home. But after she visited the Rice campus and Houston,
whose bustling activity and perpetual greenery reminded her of home, she
was hooked. "I'm a very outgoing, sociable, big city chick," she says. And
since Jennine wants to become a surgeon or an emergency room physi-
cian, Rice's proximity to the Texas Medical Center was a big draw.
Right now, this dynamic Floridian is busy studying, performing high
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JONES COLLEGE

HOMETOWN: MIAMI, FLORIDA

ACADEMIC INTERESTS:

PREMED STUDIES,

LANGUAGES



Irmo/



kicks with the Rice Dance Team,
scoring points in Powder Puff foot-
ball, and managing her duties as
floor representative in the Jones
College cabinet.

THE POWER OF ONE
Biochemistry major and Brown
College freshman Marc Ridilla is
accustomed to being the one and
only. He went to a high school
filled with about 3,000 students,
but this only child was the solitary
one at the top—class valedicto-
rian. "Of course," he says, "that's
nothing special here at Rice." How-
ever, Marc also distinguished him-
self in high school by being presi-
dent of several clubs. "That
probably helped me more than any-
thing else to get into Rice," he
explains. "I was president of six
clubs, and I started two clubs in
high school." The Pennsylvania
native also feels that his indepen-
dent spirit is one of the defining
characteristics of his personality,
which may be why he had no
qualms about attending college so
far from home. "I wanted to live in
a big city, and Houston fits that.
Basically, the quality of education
is what I cared about. And I wanted
a school that was strong in bio-
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chemistry."
Marc also appreciates that at Rice he isn't the only student who's

interested in academics. "I have made a lot of friends here," he says. "It's
a big change from high school because now I'm around people who want
to learn, and everyone here is excited about what they're learning. I get
excited every day about learning things."
Though Marc is enjoying his new way of life, Houston's weather has

taken a little getting used to. "I think it was 104 the day of my interview,"
he explains, "and I couldn't imagine November having 80-degree weather!"
But, he adds, "As far as the education that you get here, that's top-notch.
The people here are really nice. It's a beautiful campus, a beautiful place."

GLOBETROTTER
Wherever Baker resident Adaba Briggs lays her hat is home. Like classmate
Jerome Haseltine, Adaba is the quintessential international student. She
grew up in her mother's homeland of Kenya and attended boarding
school abroad since she was 11; she spent two of her school years in
France. Adaba speaks English, French, and a bit of Swahili. But as exotic
as her background sounds, Adaba can equally claim Houston roots and
has been affiliated with Rice since she was a tot. Her mother earned an
M.B.A. here in the 1980s, while her dad, who now lives in Oregon, taught
here. In fact, Adaba was born in Houston and spent her first two years of
life here, so in a sense she's come full circle. But she isn't finished yet.
Having already been to Singapore, Adaba wants to return to Asia and

to visit South America, where the Latin ballroom dancing class she is
taking should come in handy. She is undecided about her major, but she
knows she wants to do something that's international. "I'm really looking
for a global experience," she says.

Being so far away from home has not been without its challenges. She's
found herself writing a little less to her best friend in France, though she
gets weekly e-mails from family back home. And because she took a year
off from school to gain some work experience, Adaba still is adjusting to
returning to the academic routine as well as to yet another foreign
country. "It has been really difficult for me because I did not come from
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an American high school. Sometimes professors expect me to know
perhaps what I do not." But she is adapting to the challenges just fine:
"Everyone I've met so far has been really welcoming and nice. On the
whole, I feel very much at home here. I'm just disappointed that I only
have four years of this."

ALL ROADS LEAD TO TEXAS
Fellow Bakerite Will Conrad is truly Texas proud. When another freshman
was asked why he decided to come to Texas from the East Coast to attend
college, Will piped up, "Because everybody comes to Texas. It's the
greatest state. You can't deny it—you're all here!" And Texas isn't the only
thing Will's crazy about. "My first semester has been a blast, and I'm really
excited about my major, political science."

Will's enthusiasm, confidence, and determination don't necessarily set
him apart at Rice—most Rice students are very involved and passionate
about their education and their futures. But Will, who is legally blind, has
to work just a little bit harder at everything he does, which is what makes
his accomplishments—and his genuine zeal—so remarkable. From navi-
gating the Rice campus to making sure he gets his books on tape well
before each semester begins, Will's got his hands full. But it's not his visual
impairment that's posing a challenge this semester—he's been dealing
with that since birth—instead, it's the 15 credit hours, 35-page papers,
and busy extracurricular schedule.
Will is involved in the Rice College Republicans, Reform University

Fellowship, the Baker Associate Committee, Campus Crusade for Christ,
and the Intervarsity Christian Fellowship—activities that reflect the
strong influence his faith has on his life. He credits a high school mission
trip to Juarez, Mexico, with shaping the person he's become. The trip,
which included running a vacation Bible school, put his faith into action
and established an identity that, he says, "has carried into my groups and
friends at Rice."

Will also has put his interest in practicing law into action by serving on
University Court, which he says, "allows me to get some experience with
law while learning about the Rice judicial system and helping the

WILL CONRAD

BAKER COLLEGE
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ACADEMIC INTEREST:
POLITICAL SCIENCE
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university with discipline." Sounds
perfect for someone whose enthu-
siasm for justice is as big as the state
of Texas.

WHAT'S IN THE BOX?
The most infamous question on
the Rice freshman admission ap-
plication is number 27. Applicants
are asked to fill a 2 1/2" x 3" box
with something that appeals to
them. The application assures pro-
spective students that "there is no
'wrong' response to this question,"
but that doesn't keep a lot of stu-
dents from sweating. Some write
poetry; others make collages. When
premed/prelaw major Aaliya
Yaqub got to the box, she threw in
everything but the kitchen sink.
"My box was actually really hard to
do," she explains. "I was involved
in a lot of stuff in high school, and
I didn't have space to write every-
thing. So I went to the computer
and typed the activities in size five
font and in different colors for
each one, and I cut each one out
and glued everything around the
box, using tweezers, until it reached
the middle." The very center of
her box contained a single word—
Rice.

All of which demonstrates that
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Aaliya, who visited 18 schools be-
fore deciding to come to Rice, is a
very busy person. "I'm one of those
really active people," she says, "I'm
a Martel new student representa-
tive and RSVP representative. I
work in a biochemistry lab, I'm the
vice president of the Arab student
organization RUZ [which means
Rice in Arabic], and I'm involved
in the Muslim Student Association
and the South Asian Society. I also
choreographed a dance for the
South Asian Society's annual event,
Diwali Night. It was a great chance
to meet people and do what I love
to do: dance."
Like Will Conrad, Aaliya cites

her faith as integral to the person
she is. "Islam is the reason why I
am who I am, why I make the
decisions I make, and why I have
had the experiences I have had in
life," she explains. She adds that
her family also provides her with a
lot of support, which is important
to her as well. "They are my
strength, core, structure, and life."

FAMILY TIES
Lovett College frosh Phil Moore is
a genuine Rice baby. His parents,
Kali Rea and Tommy Glyn Moore,
met at Rice in the 1970s, and his

grandmother, Professor Emerita Joan Rea, taught here for 30 years. His
older sister Joan is a Rice senior. And Phil was pretty sure he wanted to
attend Rice as well—the Longview, Texas, native only applied to one other
school. But he jokes that when he made the decision to come to Rice, he
was also heeding his family's warning. "If I didn't go here," he laughs,
"they would disown me."
In addition to having family right here on campus, Phil, who is biracial

(black and white), has found the Rice environment to be a breath of fresh
air in its ethnic and religious diversity. "I actually love the very liberal
atmosphere at Rice because where I'm from is so very, very conservative.
That's cool, but at the same time Northeast Texas is very traditional when
it comes to religion and culture. I had never even met any South Asians
at all." Learning about different cultures has been an added benefit for the
electrical engineering major. "I'm very intrigued by religion and philoso-
phy. Before I came to Rice, I didn't know much about alternative lifestyles
to my own, so I like having moral discussions and learning about new ways
of living."

Phil attends meetings of the Black Student Association and the Chinese
Student Association. "I like Asian culture. I'm studying abroad next
spring in Japan," he says. Phil also enjoys taking advantage of the
opportunities that Houston's diverse cultural backdrop offers beyond the
hedges. "I like to frequent the Village and Chinatown for some milk tea
and Chinese gum."
Although he is pretty sure that a career in electrical engineering will earn

him a comfortable income, Phil says of his life's goals: "I just want to have
enough financial security established from doing something I enjoy and
then go on to something much greater, like being a father and having a
family and a loving wife."

CATALYST FOR CHANGE
Hanszen resident Alessandra Gonzales is no wall-
flower. Ever since she set foot on the Rice
campus, she has made her presence known
and her voice heard. She frequently
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pens a guest column in the Rice Thresher, and she doesn't shy away from
controversial topics. "As a conservative Republican," she says, "I think
that taking a stand for my values really sets me apart from most Rice
students."
In just a few months, she's written articles criticizing radical feminism

and slamming Rice's reputation for political apathy. She's also a student
representative for her college and a member of the Rice Republicans,
HACER, and Intervarsity Christian Fellowship. She has run for student
association internal vice president and is president and publicist for the
freshman class council. "Classes don't usually stick together, but we're
trying to be the one that will," she says of her class council work.
"Freshmen just don't know where to get resources, so we're trying to
change that for next year."
Alessandra says she is interested in international relations, sociology,

and policy studies, "because I like people." She also wants to go to law
school. And for someone whose career goals include working in the White
House, she's already well on her way. Last summer, she spent several weeks
as an intern for Congressman Tom DeLay during a difficult time when
congressional interns endured intense media scrutiny because of the Gary
Condit/Chandra Levy controversy.
As for what drives this ambitious, determined young woman, Alessandra

cites her Christian faith, which "has made all the difference in my life, is
where I find my identity, and is what gives me purpose." She also refers
to the lessons her parents taught her. "I was born in Venezuela, and so was
my father, but my mom is first-generation Italian American," she says.
"Seeing the sacrifices of my parents instilled in me a sense of discipline and
respect for hard work."

STILL WATERS RUN DEEP
If there is one word that describes Lorenzo Di Silvio, it just might be
"thoughtful." And though it's true that Lorenzo is introspective and
contemplative, don't be fooled; he's no shy guy. He may have been a
behind-the-scenes student while in high school drama class, but he's
changed his tune here at Rice. "I came out of my shell when I said goodbye
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to backstage and hello to center
stage, deciding to try out for the
Hanszen—Will Rice production of
Hair," he explains. He got the
part. He also recently associate-
produced and performed in a Sid
Rich production of Stephen
Sondheim's musical Merrily We
Roll Along. Fellow Sidizen, actor,
and friend Laura Sawyer attests to
Lorenzo's zanier side: "We can be
spotted together on frequent oc-
casions spouting off Margaret Cho
quotes and subsequently bursting
into loud, uncontrollable bouts of
laughter."
Between the theatrics and bouts

of laughter, Lorenzo is busy pur-
suing his interests in languages and
policy studies and countering dis-
crimination and injustice. While in
high school, he was a member of
the Anti-Defamation League's stu-
dent facilitators program, which is
similar to Rice's diversity training
program. Promoting communica-
tion and understanding is impor-
tant to him, in part because of his
own experiences. "I came out of
the closet in my sophomore year of
high school, and while I was care-
ful to whom I revealed my sexual-
ity, I was still surrounded by a wall
of prejudice and discrimination."
He adds, "Since coming to Rice I
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have felt more accepted than ever
before."
Lorenzo, who made the

President's Honor Roll his first
semester, hopes to become a
member of the Foreign Service
someday. But he says, "My plans
are subject to change. A million
and one things could happen to
me between now and the time I
graduate."

SIX FEET, FOUR INCHES
At that height, how much would
you wager that Catherine DuPont
is on the Rice women's basketball
team? Better keep your money in
your pocket. Although women's
basketball coach Cristy McKinney
traveled all the way to St. Peters-
burg, Florida, to recruit Catherine
for basketball, the Wiess freshman
is using her stature and physical
prowess on our volleyball courts
instead. Catherine's decision that
volleyball was right for her was
probably influenced by the fact
that all of her sisters are former
volleyball players. But McKinney,
who's also the director of women's
athletics wasn't too disappointed.
According to Catherine, "Coach
McKinney has been really sup-
portive of the volleyball team. I
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saw her at almost every home game, and sometimes her players came to
support us too. She always finds time to chat and see how volleyball is
going."

It's that kind of camaraderie and cooperative spirit that made Catherine
feel that Rice was definitely the place for her. "I used to have to share a
room with two of my sisters—three girls in one room!" she exclaims. "It
was perhaps the best situation for growing up because it has made me able
to adapt to others and really allowed me to value sharing—whether it be
clothes, the bathroom, or thoughts." Rice's small size and college system
also help her feel right at home here: "I attended a private, Catholic
school. There were only about 600 students altogether, so size was very
important to me."
As for her own size, she reveals, "I'm really only six feet, three and a

quarter, but six-four looks more impressive on the books." Whatever the
books may boast, what's more important to Catherine is that her height
and athleticism translate into impressive plays on the court—and they do.
The women's volleyball team won all of its games at a tournament held
in Waco, Texas, this spring.

During the next four years, you'll get to know these bright and enthusi-
astic undergraduates even better. By the time you read this article, these
10 freshmen will have committed their first year of college to memory and
will be looking forward to summer vacation and readjusting to their
families, siblings, and high school friends. Some will take on paid jobs and
volunteer work, some will choose to travel, and others will be ready to take
it easy. All of them will be anticipating the challenges that sophomore year
will bring.
We'll bring you those details in our next installment. See you in the fall.
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The Babe
Without the Vices

By David D. Medina
Photos by Tommy LaVergne

Comparing Lance
Berkman to Babe Ruth
is not unreasonable. In
some ways, Berkman
resembles the Babe. He
has a powerful left-
handed swing that can
smash the ball over the
fence, and he can burn
the infield with a hot
line drive, much the
same way the legend-
ary slugger used to do.
Physically, he looks a
little bit like him, too.
At 6 1" and weighing
220 pounds, Berkman
has that doughboy look
that made the Babe
such a lovable figure.
But the comparisons
stop there. Ruth was
a womanizer and a
boozer, while Berkman
loves his family life even
more than baseball.
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"He has the potential to be the next
Babe Ruth without the vices," says
Rice baseball coach Wayne Graham.
The Houston Astros certainly

thought so. This January, after
Berkman played only two years with
the team, they signed the former Rice
outfielder to a $10.5-million-dollar,
three-year contract, which is unprec-
edented in the 40-year history of the
Astros. A player usually qualifies for
arbitration after three years of service
with an organization.
But the Astros felt that Berkman

was a rising star, especially after his
outstanding performance last season.
In his first full year with the Astros,
Berkman had a batting average of .331,
which tied him for third best in the
National League, with 34 home runs
and 126 runs batted in. He led the
league in 13 offensive categories, in-
cluding 55 doubles, and was named to
the all-star team as a reserve. At the all-

star game in Seattle, future Hall of
Famer Tony Gwynn hailed Berkman
as one of "the next great hitters."
Berkman's presence offthe field also

contributed to the Astros' decision to
sign him to a long-term deal. Working
with Methodist Hospital, he began a
program called Berkman's Bunch,
which gives local children free baseball
tickets and autographs from the star
himself. Berkman also gives motiva-
tional talks at his church.

A day after signing the contract,
Berkman is at Rice's Redding Field.
He is dressed in his usual casual man-
ner: jeans, a Nike T-shirt, tennis shoes,
and a Rice baseball cap. The new goatee
slightly conceals his baby face. He is
relaxed though a bit tired, but that
doesn't stop him from talking. A natu-
ral storyteller with a sense of humor,
Berkman can call up one yarn after
another.

"It is kind of a relief just to know
that the team thinks enough of you to
want to keep you around," he says. "I
would like to play for the Astros until
I retire." Houston, he says, is his
adopted hometown, and it is only a
few hours from Central Texas, where
he grew up.
Lance Berkman was born in Waco

and moved to Austin at the age of six.
Berkman was an infant when his base-
ball life started. His father, Larry
Berkman, who played baseball at the
University of Texas during the late
'60s, began coaching Berkman almost
from the day he came home from the
delivery room. Larry remembers that
Berkman would finish his milk bottle
in "one continuous slurp" and then
hurl it over the crib with his left hand.
Being left-handed was not a prob-

lem, but when Larry handed his son a
plastic bat at the age of two, Berkman
swung right-handed. "It was really



1
distressing to me because there are not
too many baseball players who throw
left and hit right," his dad says. "But
then I had an epiphany," he explains.
"The idea dawned on me to make him
a switch hitter."
From that day on, Larry had his son

hit from both sides—every day. By the
time Berkman was six or seven, he was
hitting off a tee in the garage one day,
and the next, against a tire that hung
from a tree in the backyard. He would
hit 50 times from one side and 50
times from the other.
The work ethic that Larry slowly

instilled in his son soon became such a
part of B erkman's life that he did all his
hitting exercises without any nagging.
"My father always told me that to be
successful at anything, whether it was
baseball or tiddlywinks, you have to be
willing to pay the price," says Berkman.
"You have to be willing to do more
than the kid down the street if you
want to be better than he is."
And Berkman became better than

most kids his age—he made the all-
star team every year. Early on he dis-
played a talent for power hitting. When
he was in the Mustangs, a league for
nine- to 10-year-olds in Austin,
Berkman hit his first out-of-the-park
ball during practice with his father.
"My father threw the ball,"

Berkman says, "and I knew I hit it
good. There was a Sonic Drive-In
behind the fence, and a guy who
worked there parked his car right be-
hind the fence. And I'll be danged,
that ball went over the fence and
smoked that windshield and com-
pletely shattered it." His father showed
him the right thing to do by paying for
the windshield.

Being a big kid and athletic, Berkman
tried his hand at pitching. In Little
League, the best players are almost
always asked to pitch. But Berkman
didn't have a strong arm and was too
wild to hit the strike zone.
"He was a horrible pitcher," admits

Larry. Every time Berkman took the
mound, his father says, he would walk
the park after the opposing coach
caught on to his weakness and told his
players not to swing. "Virtually every-
one who tried to make him a pitcher
gave up on him," Larry says.

If Larry taught Berkman the me-

chanics of baseball, he also taught him
the importance of sportsmanship.
During one Little League game,
Berkman's team had the contest won
"six different ways," when according
to Berkman, the umpire made a bad
call at home and caused his team to
lose. "I ran up to the umpire," he says,
"and I started kicking dirt on his shoes.
My dad grabbed me by the neck and
pushed me against the dugout wall
and told me never to do that again.
Ever since then, I have treated um-
pires with more respect."
By the time Berkman got to high

school, he says, he had complete knowl-
edge of his own swing. He had read
The Science ofHitting by Ted Williams
cover to cover about 100 times and
had incorporated his philosophy.
"Most hitting faults," Williams writes,
come "from a lack of knowledge, un-
certainty, and fear, and that boils down
to knowing yourself." Berkman ex-
plains that he had hit so much up to
that point that he could tell when his
swing was off and could adjust it.
In his last two years of high school,

Berkman moved with his family from
Austin to Garden Ridge, a small town
north of San Antonio, where he at-
tended New Braunfels Canyon High
School. There, he played varsity base-
ball, and as a senior, he hit .539, with
eight home runs and 30 runs batted
in, but his team never made it to the
playoffs. That may be a reason why no
other school, except Rice, offered him
a scholarship.
Rice found Berkman in 1994

through a Texas Ranger scout named
Randy Taylor, who told Rice baseball
coach Wayne Graham that Berkman
would not be drafted into the pros
because, although he was a good hit-
ter, he was an average runner and
thrower.
Wanting a left-handed hitter, Gra-

ham signed Berkman. After seeing him
play one high school game, Graham
immediately knew he had made the
right choice. "At hitting, he was me-
chanically about as good as you can
get," explains Graham. "And he was
big enough to have a legitimate hope
that he would be able to hit a home
run. It was obvious he loved to play,
and he had a good attitude towards
the game."

Thus began a relationship that even
now remains close and caring. "The
two coaches who had the biggest im-
pact on me were my dad and Coach
Graham," says Berkman. His dad, ex-
plains Berkman, taught him the physi-
cal side of the game, Graham the men-
tal. "Graham is a master at knowing
how to push those buttons to get you
to toughen up mentally," he says.
Berkman still remembers his fresh-

man year, when he was having a slow
start and was in the middle of an 0-17
at bat. "Man, I was in a panic," says
Berkman. "I was worrying that I
couldn't play in college, and I thought
coach was fixing to cut me."

Instead of chewing him out, Gra-
ham reassured him that he would re-
main a starter. He told his young
player that he could and would hit.
"That gave me a world of confidence
that he believed in me as a hitter and
that I should believe in myself," says
Berkman. "From that point on, I went
on a tear at the plate."

That season and each succeeding
one, Berkman continued to improve.
As a freshman, he batted .322, as a
sophomore .398, and as a junior .431.
He ended his career with a .385 bat-
ting average, nine points better than
Jose Cruz Jr.'s old record of .376.
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In his sophomore year, Berkman
again experienced Graham's motiva-
tional talks. It was December, and
Berkman had been playing intramural
football, so the coach called him to his
office and told him to stop playing
because he might get hurt. Berkman
agreed then went right out and played
again, and that same day he broke his
collarbone.
"I really let him have it," says Gra-

ham. "I told him, you will play on
opening day. I don't care if it is still
broken. And he got well in time to
play."
Another story that Graham and

Berkman like to tell, each with a slightly
different version, is the so-called TCU
incident. This is Graham telling the
story: Berkman is playing left field
when he misjudges a ball and starts
running hard. Berkman gets to the
ball but in the process steps in the only
hole in the field and then gets his leg
lodged in the chain link fence. When
he gets loose, he discovers that the ball
is stuck inside a paper sack that has
blown onto the field. He plucks the
ball from the sack and before he throws
the ball, the sack goes flying in the air
and he throws the ball right into the
sack. The ball and the sack go about 30
feet, looking like a duck has been shot.
"At that point, I decided he needed

a little inspirational coaching," says
Graham. "For the rest of the year, he
never stepped into another hole, and
he never got his leg caught in a chain
link fence, and he never threw another
ball into a sack," Graham says face-
tiously. "So that was obviously good
coaching."
At Rice, Berkman was on a team

that accomplished a lot of firsts: his
team won Rice baseball's first South-
west Conference championship, the
Western Athletic championship, the
first regional, and the first berth to
play in the college world series.
Of those accomplishments, Berkman

says, winning the last Southwest Con-
ference championship in 1996 was the
highlight of his career. What the Owls
did was nothing short of remarkable.
That year, the Owls had placed next to
last in the conference. But because it
was the last year of existence for the
Southwest Conference, all seven school
members were invited to the tourna-
ment. The Owls beat baseball giants
Texas A&M, Texas Tech, and the
University of Texas twice.
Berkman finished his last year at

Rice in 1997 in an amazing fashion.
He led the nation in home runs at 41
and batted in 134 runs, both a Rice
and Western Athletic Conference
record. He won a host of honors,

including National Player of the Year.
The Houston Astros drafted Berkman
in the first round and were only too
grateful to have him. Team owner
Drayton McLane Jr. told the Houston
Chronicle that when it was the Astros'
turn to pick in the 16th spot and
Berkman was still available, the man-
agement broke into a cheer and gave
each other high fives.

Although some players stay as many
as seven years in the minors, and many
never go to the show, Berkman spent
a total of only two years in the minors
before he started his first full year in
the major leagues. His father, who is a
lawyer and an agent for Momentum
Sports Group, helped in negotiating
Berkman's multimillion-dollar con-
tract.

Despite his fame and material suc-
cess, Berkman, at age 26, has managed
to keep everything in perspective. His
considers his wife, Cara, and daugh-
ter, Hannah, who is less than a year
old, the best things to have happened
to him. "If you gave me a choice
between being married or being a
baseball player, that is a no-brainer,"
he says. "I would be married any day.
I just love it." Cynthia, Berkman's
mother, is responsible for his sense of
right and wrong and for his faith. Says
Larry, "Lance would not be the up-
right young man he is without his
mother's tutelage, love, and constant
supervision."

His brother-in-law, Jake Baker, who
played with Berkman at Rice, says that
Berkman remains a humble man, en-
joying the simpler things in life. "He
enjoys being out at the ranch, hunt-
ing, fishing, riding horses, and being
with his family," says Baker.
And helping others is still a priority

for Berkman.
"I believe in the Bible, that we are

supposed to help widows and orphans
and the community in general," says
Berkman. "We are supposed to utilize
the gifts that God gave us to better
others, not ourselves. This is my phi-
losophy. That is the truth."
The truth is that when Berkman

slams a ball over the fence, he gives his
fans plenty of joy, just like the Babe
used to do. The rest of what he does
for them is that something extra that
makes him special.
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Welcome to the first edition of the Rice: The
Next Century Campaign special section in

Sallyport. As we remain focused on our aggres-

sive $500-million goal, we are pleased to share

some touching stories that clearly demonstrate

the tremendous impact that campaign dona-

tions have made on students, faculty and staff,

programs, and facilities. We encourage your

feedback.
ERIC JOHNSON

VICE PRESIDENT FOR

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

ERICJ@RICE.EDU

DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN COMMITMENTS BY PURPOSE

Entionimen 0/t 41 /0

PROGRESS VS. GOAL

AS OF MARCH 31, 2002

TOTAL RAISED: $379.6 MILLION

GOAL: $500 MILLION
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THE POWER OF
SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
I enjoy one of the most rewarding positions at Rice—
helping to identify and attract the best and brightest
students to our campus. Students like Merziyah
Poonawala, whom you will read about on the follow-
ing pages, selected Rice over other prestigious univer-
sities because of the exceptional educational opportu-
nities that Rice provides. Just like Merziyah, many of our students base their final choices
on the financial support they are able to obtain. For them, financial aid is the lifeline to
their college opportunities.
At Rice, we are privileged and proud to offer need-blind admission and competitive and

attractive financial aid packages to outstanding applicants, making the university an
exceptional bargain. That is why we have been recognized by U.S. News & World Report
as one of the top three "Best Value" national universities.

Despite this impressive ranking, however, we continue to face steep competition for
top students from peer institutions that offer equally strong financial aid packages along
with the prestige of studying at a university with strong name recognition.
To remain competitive, we place great emphasis on grants and scholarships in order to

ensure that Rice is the number one choice for the students we most want to enroll,
regardless of their ability to pay. By helping to bridge the gap between a family's income
and escalating college costs, scholarships and other gifts to the university allow us to keep
tuition low—an impressive one-third less than tuition at other private universities. Rice
is one of the few universities committed to meeting the full need of all admitted students.
In addition, Rice continues to guarantee a loan cap, limiting the amount of debt a student
will have at the time of graduation.

Maintaining the mission stated by Rice's first president, Edgar Odell Lovett, to provide
financial support to students "of slender means," Rice also focuses on the often unmet
needs of middle-class students and their families, many of whom appear to be able to
handle the cost of college but in reality cannot. In fact, when compared to the institutions
we compete with, Rice has nearly the lowest median family income for students who apply
for financial aid. In order to attract these candidates and make Rice a viable choice, merit
scholarships are imperative. Just recently, an alumnus donated $5 million to endow a
scholarship program to assist students from middle-income families.

Equally important, merit scholarships are key to attracting outstanding students from
higher-income families. Even these students respond to the recognition of receiving
scholarships that honor academic excellence and other accomplishments. This makes
these types of scholarships particularly important in guaranteeing that Rice becomes their
preference among the other excellent university choices they have.
Our challenge is great. And our success is dependent on the generosity of our alumni

and friends. The scholarship support we receive ensures that we maintain our reputation
for providing a superior education to remarkably talented and aspiring young people. We
delight in attracting a diverse group of individuals—many first-generation college
students, many with unusual backgrounds, all who are very bright, highly motivated, and
ambitious. They represent what is so special about Rice.

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT
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DID YOU KNOW. . .

SINCE 1990, RICE HAS LED THE NATION'S

UNIVERSITIES IN PERCENTAGE OF NATIONAL MERIT

SCHOLARS IN ITS FRESHMAN CLASSES, AVERAGING

32.5%.

RICE IS RANKED THE SECOND-BEST COLLEGE

VALUE AMONG NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES BY U.S.

NEWS St WORLD REPORT, 2002 (TIED WITH

HARVARD), AND THE FISKE GUIDE TO COLLEGES

FOR 2002 CALLS RICE THE NUMBER ONE "BEST

BUY" IN COLLEGE EDUCATION.

LAST YEAR, 79% OF RICE UNDERGRADUATES

BENEFITED FROM A TOTAL OF MORE THAN $25

MILLION IN FINANCIAL AID FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.

THE UNIVERSITY HAS MORE THAN 900 ENDOWED

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS ESTABLISHED

BY RICE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS.

SOME SCHOLARSHIPS, LIKE THE BARBARA JORDAN

SCHOLARSHIP, THE URBAN LEAGUE SCICILARSI-NP,

AND THE JAMES BYRD JR. MEMORIAL

SCHOLARSHIP, HELP BRIDGE RACIAL AND CULTURAL

DIVIDES AND ENCOURAGE DIVERSITY.

THE CENTURY SCHOLARS PROGRAM OFFERS

SELECTED FRESHMEN AND SOPHOMORES TI-C

CHANCE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH FACULTY MENTORS

AND TO PARTICIPATE IN COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

PROJECTS.

BOTH CURRENT-USE AND ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS,

MERIT- OR NEED-BASED, CAN PROVIDE PARTIAL OR

FULL TUITION AND ROOM AND BOARD FOR DESERVING

STUDENTS.

RECENT GIFTS INCLUDE:

$50,000 FOR AN ENDOWED GRADUATE

SCHOLARSHIP IN BUSINESS

$ 100,000 FOR AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP

TO BE OFFERED TO STUDENTS STUDYING

LANGUAGES

$ 100,000 FOR A GRADUATE

FELLOWSHIP IN ECOLOGY

$305,000 FOR AN ENDOWED

UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

IN ENGLISH

$500,000 FOR AN ENDOWED

NEED-BASED PRESIDENTIAL

SCHOLARSHIP

Y!'

"Rice ives you°
thafno othal
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Creating Unlimited Opportunities:
Merziyah's Key

"I never had a chance to visit the campus.
All I had were pictures from the bro-
chure."

It's hard to make a life decision like selecting a college based
on photos in a brochure, but that's all sophomore Merziyah
Poonawala and twin sister Mariyah had to go on at home in
Pakistan—brochures and Rice's reputation as one of the best
universities in the United States. Both preferred to attend
school in Texas because they have family here. "And I knew
that if I were coming to Texas," says Merziyah, "I wanted to
come to Rice. I'd heard so much about its academic pro-
grams—and it offers good financial aid. That was a key factor
in my application process."

Rice was a top contender, along with the University of
Pennsylvania and Carnegie Mellon, for the computer sci-
ence major. In the end, one advantage set Rice apart from its
competitors—its scholarship program. Would Merziyah
have been able to attend Rice without assistance? "Maybe
not. It would have been a lot more difficult. The whole
package—even the fact that Rice has a loan cap, which other
colleges don't—made a big difference." So did the well-
rounded curriculum. "In Pakistan, we followed the British
system of education, so our studies were very focused. One
thing I was looking for in a university was to be able to take
classes in history and social sciences."
And in Spanish. In fact, she loves the language and culture

so much, she's hoping to study abroad in Spain during her
junior year. Rice is affiliated with several programs that allow
students to complete their degree requirements while ben-
efiting from the unique experience of living and studying in
a foreign country. Ofcourse, when it comes to that, Merziyah
is already a pro. Still, to spice things up a bit, she'd like to
study either in Madrid or Barcelona. "I might be able to take
computer science courses in English, but I want to have
classes with native students—I'm hoping to fit in another

ERIK VANDERLIP '02, SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

class in Spanish, like history, at the local university." In order
to study abroad, Merziyah, like so many other students, will
need additional scholarship support. "I will definitely be
looking into financial aid."

Rice also has continued to foster Merziyah's interest in
computer science—both in and out of the classroom. "Right
now I'm working at Mudd Lab. I usually work in the
consulting center, and I help people who call in with
problems," such as students who can't connect to the Rice
network from home. "Sometimes it can be tricky. I find it
challenging to figure out how to solve a problem, but that's
gotten me interested in computer network-related things."
And though she isn't sure exactly where her future will take
her—graduate school is probably in the cards—she does
know that information technology is the path for her. "I
definitely look toward having a job in a computer environ-
ment."
Even though she's away from her family, the beautiful

campus and all of the friends she's made through Sid
Richardson College make Rice feel like her second home.
"The campus is magnificent, and the buildings have so much
style. Also, the university is small and intimate, so I am never
at a loss. And when you're in college, you interact with
people who are so different from you, people you might not
otherwise get to know. It makes you look at the good in
people and realize that everyone has something special to
offer. If I had a chance to go back and do it again, I would.
I am always at home on this campus."
So much so, in fact, that she's eager to show it off. "This

summer my parents are coming to visit, which will be nice
because my dad's never seen Rice before."

-ADRIENNE MAT-TEA
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Getting the Job Done:
Visible Means of Support

"I think I'm being selfish," laughs Dan Steiner '77. "I'm doing it for me,
not just for the university." This year's Annual Fund chair, Dan is overtly
enthusiastic—about life, about work, and especially about volunteering
for his alma mater. "I enjoy it!" he insists emphatically.

In fact, he's been volunteering at Rice for so long, he
can't begin to list everything he's done. "As best as
I can remember, my early involvement was on the
Alumni Association side and on the development
side. I think I was class chair for a couple of years, but
I don't recall who asked me or how that came
about." That hardly matters. Once he started, he was
hooked. "I had a very positive undergraduate expe-
rience. I enjoyed my time at Rice immensely. And I
still like being with the people I graduated with who
are helping out. I feel like I'm giving back to the
university that I received so much from."
As the chair of the Annual Fund, Dan works

closely with fellow alums, staff, and
Telefund students in some of Rice's
most important fundraising efforts,
and he's proud of what they have
accomplished. After all, "the Annual
Fund is what makes the wheels go
'round. It's electricity; it's salaries;
it's library books. It's all the things
that make the university a good place
for today's students."

Even after all the class letters have
been sent and phone calls made, there
is still much to be done. "There are
many ways to get involved. I'm in-
volved with Resource Development
and the current campaign. But there
are also friends groups and a much
greater variety of ways to be involved
than there used to be. It's really
important that recent graduates
maintain their relationships with the
university because they will be the
strength of the university for the next
20 years."

Perhaps it's no coincidence that
Dan has been one of Rice's strongest
supporters—constantly cheering and
working on the sidelines—for more

Annual Fund
Supports

Student Needs
The Rice Annual Fund pro-
vides ongoing support for a
variety oftop priorities, includ-
ing undergraduate scholarships
and graduate fellowships. Last
year, 21 percent of the hind
benefited scholarships and fel-
lowships, thanks to generous
gifts from alumni and friends.
For more about the cam-

paign and the Rice Annual
Fund, go to http://
www.rice.edu and click on the
Rice: The Next Century Cam-
paign button.

DAN STEINER

YEAR: 1977
COLLEGE: Lovett
MAJOR: economics
and managerial
studies

UNDERGRADUATE ACTIVITIES:

OFFICER, Lovett College
MEMBER, Rally Club
ATHLETE, intramural sports
ASSISTANT MANAGER, Willy's Pub

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENTS:

1977 class chair
INTERVIEWER, undergraduate admissions
MEMBER, Rice University Fund Council
CO-CHAIR, Lovett Society
CHAIR, Annual Fund
MEMBER, Major Gifts Committee
DIRECTOR, Association of Rice Alumni Board
CHAIR, Homecoming

than 20 years himself. Even though he will step down
as Annual Fund chair this summer, he's not done. In
July, he will begin a three-year term as a director on
the board of the Association of Rice Alumni—very
fitting for someone who enthusiastically says, "Rice
is a part of my life. I'm a happy camper. I'm a happy
alum!"

-ADRIENNE MATTEA
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RICE GALLERY WINTER EXHIBITIONS

Delicate Networks
Artist Liga Pang tapped her well-worn American
cowboy boots and pointed to the beautiful tunic she
was wearing, which she had fashioned from the fabric
of antique Japanese kimonos.

"With cowboy boots, it's me," she said.
"I am a mixture of these." The installa-
tions at Rice Gallery this winter, by Pang
and Lee Mingwei, showcased the work
of two Asian American artists who inter-
lace disparate cultural influences in their
work as well as in their identities.
On view from November 9 to De-

cember 9, 2001, Pang's installation,
Ikasu, infused the gallery with the
tranquility of the natural world. Ikasu
is a Japanese word that means "to give
life to," and Pang's room-sized sculp-
tural form did just that. Composed of
a delicate mesh of dead, brittle bam-
boo twigs, the exquisitely contoured
structure was flexible but strong, frag-
ile but sturdy. Pang and four assistants
worked full time for an entire month
to painstakingly weave the delicate
curtain of bamboo.

Currently residing in Japan, Pang
teaches master classes at the prestigious
Sogetsu School of ikebana, the Japa-
nese art of flower arranging. Though
her work departs radically from the
formal rules of this ancient art, it retains
ikebana's spare elegance and acute sen-
sitivity to the natural world. Pang
stresses a method of respecting and
listening to natural materials that she
calls "collaboration with nature." She
says she takes "great energy from just
walking, just observing" nature in the
woods and hills and on the beach near
her home in Hayamacho, Japan. "I
wanted to do something, some work
that gives the same kind of feeling" to
viewers of Ikasu, she says. "I felt I
wanted to move people, to provide
something nourishing to the soul."

Pang's work is informed by her inti-

mate experience of several cultures.
She was born in 1939 in Japan to
Chinese parents and, as a headstrong
teenager, moved to California by her-
self without even a working knowl-
edge of English. Pang remained in the
United States and pursued a successful
career in painting until moving back
to Japan in the late 1980s. Her con-
summate ease in moving between cul-
tures is marked as much by her fluency
in English, Chinese, and Japanese as it
is by her eclectic personal style.
A beautiful web also figured cen-

trally in Lee Mingwei's installation, The
Tourist Project, on view January 17 to
February 24,2002. In Lee's case, how-
ever, the web was an intangible net-
work of personal connections and in-
teractions. The Tourist Project reached

CONTINUED ON PG. 44

ABOVE: IK ASU BY LISA PANG

BELOW: THE TOURIST PROJECT BY LEE MINGWEI

PHOTOS: Tom DuBRock
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Jalbert Calls on Emotions
in Composition

Some artistic disciplines are adept at trans-
mitting ideas or purely visceral responses.
Others—music perhaps most of all—are
capable of translating powerful emotions
in such a way that audience members can
feel some measure of the artist's hopes
and joys, fears and pain.
When Pierre Jalbert's niece died at

birth nearly 10 years ago, he, along with
his family, suffered from shock, grief, and
despair. Jalbert, now 33, is an assistant
professor of composition and theory at
the Shepherd School of Music, so it is not
surprising that those feelings would even-
tually emerge in a composition. "For
me," Jalbert says, "I needed a lot of time
to absorb it and be able to actually put
something down. I think one needs time
to absorb the events of the past."
Time, though, tempers strong emo-

tions. As Jalbert began writing "In
Aeternam" in memory of his niece, he
found himself not only capturing the sor-
row ofher death but also, with the memory
of hearing his son Peter's heartbeat for the
first time, celebrating life. Jalbert finished
composing the piece last year when his
son turned four.

Originally, "In Aeternam" was commis-
sioned by Barry Jekowslcy and the Califor-
nia Symphony as part of the orchestra's
Young American Composer-in-Residence
program. Jalbert then entered it in the
Masterprize competition, considered one
of the world's most important interna-
tional competitions for composers of clas-
sical music. In London on October 10, the
Dutchess of Kent announced that Jalbert
had won the Masterprize, which carries a
$44,000 award.
The announcement was made following

a performance of each of the five finalists'
work by the London Symphony Orchestra
at the Barbican Centre. The competition
and award ceremony was broadcast by the
European Broadcasting Union, BBC Ra-
dio 3, and BBC World Service, with an
estimated worldwide audience of 100 mil-

lion. It also was broadcast internationally
via the competition's website.
Half of the final decision was based on a

public vote, with the remainder deter-
mined by recommendations from a live
panel of distinguished judges and a vote by
London Symphony Orchestra members.
"In Aeternam" is composed in three

sections. It opens with slow, soft lyrical
music, and listeners hear a short thematic
fragment played by a solo piccolo that is
repeated again and again. The second sec-
tion, with its force and intensity, is dramatic
in character. The piccolo is reprised, but
now the thematic fragment is transformed
into something more aggressive by the
brass and percussion sections of the orches-
tra. The final section reprises the opening
mood of the first section. The piece was
recorded for Masterprize by the Budapest
Symphony Orchestra of the Hungarian Ra-
dio, with Laszlo Kovacs conducting.
The composer admits he was surprised

at winning the award. "I was very shocked.
I really wasn't expecting it for many rea-
sons. But somehow it all worked out. It
was just a great experience." He says it
was a rare privilege to have the opportu-
nity to reach so many listeners through
the BBC's worldwide radio broadcasts.

Jalbert received his musical training at
the Oberlin Conservatory and the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. He has won numer-
ous awards for his compositions, including
a residency at the Copland House, a
Guggenheim Fellowship, two BMI Foun-
dation Composition Awards, three ASCAP
Foundation Awards, a Society of Compos-
ers Award, the Beams Prize in Composi-
tion, and a Tanglewood Music Center
fellowship. He recently returned from a
year's fellowship at the American Academy
in Rome as a winner of the prestigious
Rome Prize in composition. Jalbert's works
have been performed throughout the
United States, and he has received numer-
ous commissions.

-ELLEN CHANG
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far beyond the confines of the gallery
space as Lee discovered the city of
Houston through its residents' eyes.
Twenty participants volunteering as
"tour guides" introduced Lee to lo-
cations in the city that were person-
ally meaningful to them. In this fun,
poignant process of sharing stories
and memories, the city came to be
defined by the personal histories that
have unfolded within it.

Traveling by car, bike, and canoe
and on foot, Lee's tour guides shared
knowledge of the city—and in many
cases, its Tex-Mex food and offbeat
shopping—that he might never have
encountered as an ordinary tourist.
While some of the tours were festive
and playful, others were more har-
rowing. For instance, one guide
brought Lee to the clinic where she
first tested positive for HIV.

Exhibition furniture in the gallery
space displayed mementos ofthe trips
Lee took with his guides. Photo-
graphic projections, collected objects,
recordings ofconversation, and pieces
of clothing provided evocative testi-
mony to the artist's excursions.

The Tourist Project is the latest in a
series of interactive projects by Lee
that have dissolved the conventional
boundaries between everyday en-
counters and the realm of art. In The
Dining Project, displayed in 1998 at
the Whitney Museum, Lee prepared
elaborate Asian meals for one mu-
seum visitor each evening after the
museum had closed.
Lee was raised in Taiwan and the

United States and spent six child-
hood summers in a Ch'an Buddhist
monastery in Taiwan. Buddhist in-
fluences can be seen in the contem-
plative tone of his works, as well as in
their quiet insistence on the signifi-
cance of being fully present to oneself
and others while carrying out ordi-
nary activities. Currently residing in
New York City, Lee describes his
artistic orientation as bridging two
sensibilities: "I bring both a knowl-
edge of the modern world and a habit
of almost monastic simplicity, practi-
cality, and cooperation to my work."

-MARIA STALFORD



To Make a Long Story Short

While much attention is paid to the depth and breadth
of the novel, short stories get no respect. It's the novel
that budding fiction writers everywhere are trying to
write. Young wordsmiths rarely exclaim, "I want to
write the Great American Short Story!" But to ignore
the craft of telling a complete story and developing
compelling characters in only a few pages would be
tantamount to portraying the haiku as practice for the
real job of creating an epic poem. And worse than
disrespecting the artistry of the diminutive tale, lite-
rati the nation over, such as those in Kirkus Reviews
and Feed magazine, have all but pronounced the short
story dead.

Apparently, no one informed Glenn
Blake '79.

Blake, who teaches creative writing
at Rice and is an instructor in the
University of Houston's creative writ-
ing department, has recently published
a collection of short stories titled
Drowned Moon (Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Press, 2001), a project that has
taken him all across Texas and the
nation on book signings and readings.
The book is about to be republished in
paperback form, unusual for a small
university press, according to Blake,
and a testament to its popularity. It
seems that an audience does exist for
such works. And Blake's collection is
as highly acclaimed as it is popular. It's
been nominated for the PEN/
Hemingway Award, the PEN Center
USA West Award, the Jesse H. Jones
Award, and the Southern Review Short
Fiction Award, to name just a few.

After earning a degree in English at
Rice in 1979, Blake went on to earn a
master's in the creative writing depart-
ment at the University of Houston.
His early focus was poetry, but he
soon moved to short fiction. Blake's
Poetic sense of rhythm and cadence
along with the attention paid to the
importance and placement of each

word are evident even in his prose
writing style.
The title of Blake's collection is

Drowned Moon, which he says refers to
the way a full moon looks when its
reflection appears on a body of water
just at the horizon's edge—it seems as
if the moon is submerged. The title
also hints at the bleak sense ofloss and
the omnipotence of water that per-
vades many of the stories. While water
in fiction is often symbolic of a cleans-
ing and healing force, Blake's stories
often portray it as an agent that washes
away hope and sets the stage for trag-
edy.
The tales of Drowned Moon focus

geographically on the lonesome,
swampy, southeast area ofTexas, some-
where around the Old and Lost Rivers
between Beaumont and the Louisiana
state line. The particular geography—
prone to storms, floods, and other
water-related weather—forms a back-
drop and sometimes even plays a role
in the stories. In "Chocolate Bay," for
example, what appears to be a slowly
rising tide threatens to eventually swal-
low and destroy a young marriage and
family as it has done to the families
that came before. But the stories them-
selves transcend their location, detail-

ing the univer-
sal struggles of
human relation-
ships—re I a ti on -
ships between hus-
bands and wives,
siblings, and even
strangers—allowing
each story to appeal to
a large audience.
And like an intricate

Chinese puzzle box that
reveals layer upon layer of dimensions
before the core is reached, many of
Blake's stories seem deceptively sim-
plistic at first yet yield surprising twists
along the way. They are often told in
present tense and in a direct manner.
But through the looking glass of the
murky water that is their landscape,
many of Blake's stories begin to morph
into something you suspect is much
larger, much more complex than the
simple narrative that appears on the
surface. Sometimes, the story itself
prepares you for the surprise, which is
true of "The Bottom," a story that
gives the reader hints in the form of
mock newspaper headlines through-
out that something big is about to
happen. Other times the twist comes
later, such as when it is revealed that an
extremely selfish and domineering
older brother may have finally earned
his much-deserved and anticipated
comeuppance in "Hazard." Blake saves
the twist in that story until the finale,
with a character's utterance of a single
word.
So now that the popularity of his

first collection of short stories has
helped Blake make a name for himself,
you might be wondering what he in-
tends to take on next. Well, would you
be surprised to learn that he's working
on the Great American Novel? It's due
to his editor by Christmas 2002.

-M. YVONNE TAYLOR
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Accounting for Hatfield
Most of us are accustomed to thinking of accounting
as a profession where people sit at desks and pour over
columns of figures. But there is more to accounting
than annual ledger books, as Stephen Zeff shows in
Henry Rand Hatfield: Humanist, Scholar, and Ac-
counting Educator (JAI Press, 2000). The fruit of
meticulous research that spanned more than 30 years,
Zeff's critically acclaimed biography reveals the life and
scholarship ofHatfield (1866-1945), long regarded as
the "dean of accounting teachers everywhere."

"The quality of the biogra-
phy and the scholarship
Zeffpresents in this book
are impeccable," said 0.
Finley Graves '70, pro-
fessor of accounting at
Kansas State Univer-
sity and president of
the Academy ofAc-
counting Histori-
ans. "Through
this book, he

shows how values
and other historical forces have

influenced accounting thought. He
has also brought Henry Rand Hatfield
to life."

Zeff, the Herbert S. Autrey Profes-
sor of Accounting, began his research
on Hatfield's life in the 1960s at the
encouragement of Maurice Moonitz,
a former student of Hatfield and pro-
fessor of accounting at the University
of California, Berkeley. Zeff began
poring over the extensive files of
Hatfield's correspondence, notes, and
papers stored at the university and
then proceeded to interview or corre-
spond with many of Hatfield's former
colleagues and students.
The resulting volume not only has

received rave reviews from accounting
scholars throughout the world but
earned Zeff his second Hourglass
Award from the Academy of Account-
ing Historians. Zeff was previously
honored with the first Hourglass
Award in 1973 for Forging Account-

ing Principles in Five Countries: A
History and an Analysis of Trends (Sti-
pes Publishing Co., 1972). The Acad-
emy ofAccounting Historians seeks to
encourage research, publication, teach-
ing, and personal interchanges in all
phases of accounting history and its
interrelation with business and eco-
nomic history. Presented annually at
the academy's November research con-
ference, the award recognizes an indi-
vidual who has made a demonstrable
and significant contribution to knowl-
edge through research and publica-
tion in accounting history.
"The book is characteristic of the

body of work Zeff has delivered
throughout his entire career," Graves
said. "His work reflects how account-
ing is more than just adding, subtract-
ing, multiplying, and dividing—that it
is socially motivated and imbued with
values."

Zeff, who has taught at Rice since
1978, was editor of the Accounting
Review, 1977-82, and was president
of the American Accounting Associa-
tion (AAA), 1985-86. In 1988, he
received the AAA's Outstanding Ac-
counting Educator Award, and in
1999, the AAA's International Ac-
counting Section named him the re-
cipient of its International Account-
ing Educator Award.

-IVIAILEEN 1-1PJATO

BEICIK NOTES

Among Other Things: A Descrip-
tion of the Novel, by Terrence A.
Doody, professor of English at
Rice (LSU Press, 1998).

The Assembly of Gods, by Jane
Chance, professor ofEnglish at Rice
(Western Michigan University,
1999).

Critical Anthropology Now: Un-
expected Contexts, Shifting Con-
stituencies, Changing Agendas,
edited by George E. Marcus, pro-
fessor of anthropology at Rice
(School of American Research
Press, 1999).

Data Modeling for Information
Professionals, by Bob Schmidt '80
(Prentice Hall PTR, 1998).

Landscapes of the New West: Gen-
der and Geography in Contempo-
rary Women's Writing, by Krista
Comer, lecturer in English at Rice
(University of North Carolina
Press, 1999).

Night Market, by Ryan Marion
Bishop '92, professor of English
at SMU, and Lillian S. Robinson
(Routledge Publishing, 1998).

The Nine Fantasies That Will Ruin
Your Life and Eight Realities That
Will Save You, by Joy Browne '66
(Crown Publishing Group, 1998).

Paranoia within Reason: A Case-
book on Conspiracy as &planation,
part ofLate Editions, Cultural Stud-
ies for the End of the Century
Series, edited by George E. Marcus,
professor of anthropology at Rice
( University ofChicago Press,1999 ).

Social and Political Philosophy, by
George Sher, the Herbert S.
Autrey Professor of Humanities
(Philosophy), and Baruch Brody,
professor of philosophy, both at
Rice (HBJ College and School
Division, 1999).
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Andy Barron Recognized for Research
with Inaugural Hackerman Award

"I'm probably the first faculty mem-
ber to get roses from Rick Smalley,"
says Andy Barron, referring to the
time six years ago that he was consid-
ering coming to Rice University from
Harvard, where he was an associate
professor of chemistry. The dozen red
roses arrived at his home one night
with a card from Smalley and the Cen-
ter for Nanoscale Science and Tech-
nology, stating, "Wish you were here."

It wasn't the only reason Barron
decided to come to Rice, but it cer-
tainly got his attention.

Barron, the Charles W. Duncan Jr.—
Welch Chair of Chemistry and profes-
sor of materials science, has just been
named the first recipient ofthe Norman
Hackerman Award in Chemical Re-
search, presented by the Welch Foun-
dation, one of the nation's oldest and
largest sources of private funding for
basic research in chemistry. The award,
which comes with a $100,000 prize, is
designed to encourage and recognize
young chemical scientists in Texas for
their research endeavors.
"We are delighted that the Welch

Foundation has recognized Dr.
Barron's outstanding work in inor-
ganic chemistry in such a significant
manner," says Kathleen Matthews,
dean of the Wiess School of Natural
Sciences. "That this award honors
Norman Hackerman, an emeritus fac-
ulty member in the Department of
Chemistry and president emeritus of
the university, is a double benefit."

Originally from a suburb just outside
of London, Barron received his under-
graduate and graduate degrees from
the Imperial College of Science and
Technology of the University of Lon-
don. Before joining the faculty at
Harvard, he conducted postdoctoral
research at the University of Texas at
Austin—one ofthe reasons he was happy
to consider moving to Houston.
"When you move to a new country,

you tend to feel more at home in the
Place you first moved to," he says.

ANDY BARRON

"Having been a postdoc in Austin, I
feel more at home here than I did in
Massachusetts. And I cannot stand
snow."

Barron's research focuses on the
applications of inorganic chemistry to
the materials science of aluminum,
gallium, and indium and the fabrica-
tion of micro- and nano-electronic
devices based on molecular design.
His research group studies the rela-
tionships between the structure and
bonding within a compound or mate-
rial and its physical and/or chemical
properties.
In addition, he has developed a new

environmentally benign way to make
aluminum-oxide ceramics and has de-
veloped nanoparticle- enhanced com-
posite materials. In collaboration with
Mark Wiesner, professor of civil and
environmental engineering and chemi-
cal engineering and director of Rice's
Environmental and Energy Systems
Institute, he created a nano filter sys-
tem that could be used in hazardous
waste treatment, biomedical separa-

tions, and controlling the spread of
viruses.
One of his major discoveries began

when he was studying polymers with a
grant from the polymer division of the
U.S. Navy. "We found out that what
were thought to be aluminum—oxy-
gen-containing polymers were actu-
ally nanoparticles," he says. "In fact, it
turned out that a whole class of mate-
rials that were thought to be polymers
weren't polymers."
Barron had no idea that he had been

nominated for the Hackerman award.
The nomination was a secret, and he
only found out when he got a phone
call from the Welch Foundation tell-
ing him about the award committee.
Since he holds a Welch chair, he as-
sumed he was being asked to serve on
"yet another committee." Finally, he
was told that he was the first recipient
of the award. The news was "doubly
welcome," he said. "First, to win it,
and second, not to have to sit on the
committee."

Barron has won numerous other
awards, including the Humboldt Se-
nior Scientist Research Award and the
Corday Morgan Medal and Prize of the
Royal Society of Chemistry, but said he
is especially pleased to win an award
named after Norman Hackerman.
"Andy Barron is an energetic para-

gon of creativity and resourcefulness in
both research and teaching," says Rice
president Malcolm Gillis. "Through-
out Norman Hackerman's long and
productive career, one of his prime
interests has been in supporting and
recognizing young scientists. The first
winner ofthe Hackerman Award, Andy
Barron, well exemplifies what Norman
has had in mind all these years."

--MAReo-r DIMOND
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In the News
FORMER JSC DIRECTOR TO GUIDE SPACE

POLICY AT RICE

George W. S. Abbey, former director of the Johnson
Space Center (JSC), has been appointed senior fellow
of the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at
Rice. Abbey will work at the interfaces of space history
and policy, guiding the institute's space policy and
coordinating activities of the World Space Congress
2002, which will be held at Rice in October,
The World Space Congress will include a policy

summit held in cooperation with the Baker Institute
and the Rice Space Institute to encourage the formu-
lation of a common vision and implementation strategy
for commercial and civil scientific and technical space-
based initiatives.
Abbey is on assignment from the National Aeronau-

tics and Space Administration (NASA) in Washington,
D.C., where he is special assistant to NASA's adminis-
trator. He began working at JSC in 1964, and his many
posts include director of flight operations for the early
space shuttle missions; deputy associate administrator
for space flight at NASA headquarters in Washington,
D.C.; senior director for civil space, National Space
Council, Executive Office of the President; director of
JSC; and senior assistant for international issues.
"I look forward to capturing the knowledge of the

space program and ensuring that it is passed on to
future generations," Abbey says. "Where we go in the
future relative to international cooperation in space is
important to us and could be a benefit to the country."

NEW DIRECTOR OF NANOTECH CENTER

ANNOUNCED

Wade Adams, former chief scientist at the Air Force
Research Laboratory, Materials and Manufacturing
Directorate at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton, Ohio, has been appointed the new director of
Rice's Center for Nanoscale Science and Technology
(CNST). He succeeds Richard Smalley, the Gene and
Norman Hackerman Professor of Chemistry and pro-
fessor of physics, who has served as the center's director
since its inception in 1995. Smalley will continue to
teach and conduct research, concentrating on the
Carbon Nanotechnology Laboratory that was devel-
oped by the CNST under his leadership.
"It is both an honor and a challenge to continue the

great initiative that Rick Smalley started," Adams says. "I
am looking forward to working with the top-notch
scientists and engineers at Rice to help the CNST stay at

the very front edge of the nanoscale revolution. Rice has
been one of the leaders in the international technology
community, and we intend to continue and extend that
leadership to the ultimate benefit of humanity." Adams,
who retired from the Air Force Reserve in the rank of
colonel in 1998, is a fellow of the American Physical
Society and the Air Force Research Laboratory.

SCHNOEBELEN NAMED INTERIM MUSIC

DEAN

Anne M. Schnoebelen, the Joseph and Ida Kirkland
Mullen Professor of Music, has been named interim
dean of the Shepherd School of Music. The appoint-
ment followed the departure of former dean Michael
Hammond to chair the National Endowment for the
Arts. (See page 7 for a recognition of the late
Hammond's achievements and his impact on Rice and
the Shepherd School.) This is the second tour of duty
as interim dean for Schnoebelen, who joined the Shep-
herd School in 1974 as one of the original faculty
members. She also has served as chair of the musicology
department and director of graduate studies.
Schnoebelen's teaching and research interests in-

clude Italian Baroque sacred music, Italian secular
cantatas, Bolognese music of the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, Monteverdi, Bach, Beethoven, and performance
practices. She is general editor of the series 17th-
Century Italian Sacred Music, and her articles and
reviews have been published in Acta Musicologica, the
Musical Quarterly, Music and Letters, the Music Li-
brary Association's Notes, the Journal of Musicological
Research, and Early Music. Schnoebelen has received a
fellowship from the American Association of Univer-
sity Women, Fulbright full and travel grants, National
Endowment for the Humanities summer stipends,
American Council of Learned Societies travel grants,
and Rice University research and publication grants.

ACCLAIMED TRUMPET PROFESSOR DIES

Armando Ghitalla, professor of trumpet at Rice since
1994, died on December 14 after a lengthy battle with
heart disease. He was 76. Ghitalla is remembered as a
magnificent artist and teacher as well as a gentleman. "He
was an elegant, charming, strong man, whose generosity
and goodness hearkened back to another generation,"
said Larry Rachleff, professor ofconducting. "No matter
how poor he was feeling and how uncomfortable he was,
he always asked me how I was doing. He relished in other
people's work and successes."

Ghitalla played for the Boston Symphony Orchestra
from 1951 to 1979, serving as principal trumpet there
for 15 years. Before coming to Rice, he taught at the
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University of Michigan and the Tanglewood Institute
among others. Although Ghitalla brought world-class
knowledge and experience to his students at Rice, they
remember not only his expertise but his humbleness
and the way he treated them all as equals.

MARTIN ELECTED TEl AAAS

Ranch Martin, the Elma Schneider Professor of Psy-
chology, has been elected a fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the world's
largest federation of scientists. The honor recognizes
individuals for their efforts to advance science or to
foster applications that are deemed scientifically or
socially distinguished. Martin, who is director of the
undergraduate Cognitive Sciences Program and head
of the graduate program in cognitive psychology at
Rice, was recognized for outstanding contributions to
the study of short-term memory and language process-
ing and to the understanding of the brain organization
supporting these cognitive functions.

TAPIA RECEIVES TOP HONOR FROM
NACME

Richard Tapia, the Noah Harding Professor of Com-
putational and Applied Mathematics, has received the
National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering's
(NACME) highest honor—the Reginald H. Jones Dis-
tinguished Service Award. NACME presented the awardto Tapia for his contributions to engineering and other
science-based careers. The prize includes a $10,000
donation in Tapia's name to a tax-exempt organizationof his choice that is committed to increasing the repre-
sentation of minorities in engineering and technology.

VARDI TAKES CENTER STAGE

Broadway stars are accustomed to seeing their names in
lights, but Moshe Vardi has discovered that even
scientists, engineers, and mathematicians occasionallyget top billing. In March, the International Max Planck
Research School for Computer Science convened the
Symposium on the Effectiveness of Logic in Computer
Science in Honour of Moshe Vardi.
Held in Saarbruecken, Germany, the symposium was

named after a workshop Vardi organized last year in
Arlington, Virginia, where he gave an overview of the
surprising effectiveness of logic in computer scienceand presented some of the areas in which logic playeda crucial role. The symposium featured invited talks in
the same spirit by some of Vardi's collaborators and
friends in the four main areas of his scientific work:

database theory, finite model theory, knowledge repre-
sentation, and program verification.

In conjunction with the event, the University of the
Saarland at Saarbruecken awarded Vardi an honorary
doctoral degree for his outstanding contributions to
the area of logic in computer science.

BENZ IS RIGHT ON THE MONEY

Rice has a new director of student financial services. Julia
Benz, who has worked in financial aid for 18 years, is
pleased to be at Rice, a university committed to making
education more affordable for families by meeting all
demonstrated financial needs of its students. Her office is
charged with awarding aid to graduate and undergradu-
ate students through a combination of institutional, state,
and federal resources, and it also offers educational financ-
ing in the form of work and a variety of loan programs to
graduate students.
Benz admits that she faces challenges in her job,

including the increasingly competitive environment in
higher education. She emphasizes the importance of
offering prospective students an aid package in a timely
fashion because the financial awards they receive can be
important in choosing which school to attend.

Search Is On for
New Director of

Alumni Affairs and
University Events

Ann Patton Greene '71, director of alumni affairs and university events
for more than five years, will be leaving Rice at the end ofMay to spend
more time with her family and to prepare for her next professional
challenge.
In the interim, a search committee has been formed to identify

qualified candidates for the director position, which is responsible for
creating and implementing programs and activities that effectively
develop, promote, and nurture relationships between the university
and alumni. In addition, the director coordinates the involvement of
the volunteer board of the Association of Rice Alumni with the
university. This position requires a demonstrated track record of
effective leadership, project management, and strategic thinking.

Qualified candidates may send resumes to Rice University, Director
of Alumni Affairs Search Committee—MS 80, P.O. Box 1892, Hous-
ton, TX 77251-1892. Questions and resumes also may be e-mailed to
rubinsky@rice.edu.

SPRING '02 49



SCOREBOAR

Diamonds Are an Alum's
Best Friend

Glenn Fuller '50 drove more than a 1,000 miles from
Minnesota to Houston, taking three days to get
through snow, sleet, hail, and rain, all because he
wanted to have one more chance at bat.

Actually, he got two. Dressed in a white
baseball uniform, the 72-year-old hit
two infield grounders and trotted to
first base at a leisurely pace. Although
he was called out, he received a stand-
ing ovation for his efforts.

Fuller was one of more than 100
former and current Rice baseball play-
ers who gathered at Reckling Park on
February 2 to participate in the Rice
Baseball Alumni Classic.
The alumni came from all parts of the

country, representing classes from as
far back as 1947 and including several
major league players, such as Lance
Berkman of the Houston Astros, Jose
Cruz Jr. of the Toronto Blue Jays, and
Matt Anderson of the Detroit Tigers.
For Fuller, playing at Rice was like a

dream come true. He visited Redding
Park two years ago at an alumni re-
union and thought the stadium would
be a wonderful place to play ball.
"And then I get this letter saying

there is going to be an alumni game,"
he explained. "So, man, I say, I am
going down."
The game was structured so that the

young alumni played up to the sixth
inning against the Rice baseball team,
and thereafter the older alumni played
against each other.
Lance Berkman '97 quickly set a

whimsical tone to the game by falling on
his knees and laughing at the third base
coach Jon Prather for mistakenly send-
ing runners for a couple of outs.
Berkman, playing first base, then stopped
the game and took the aluminum bat
away from Rice Owl A. J. Porfirio and
gave him a wooden bat instead—a ball
doesn't travel as fast when hit by a
wooden bat. But Berkman got serious in
the second inning when he hit a tower-
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ing home run over the scoreboard.
"We had a lot fun and it was good to

see all the guys," he said. Then he adds,
with his sense of competitive spirit: "It
felt good to hit a homerun, and it was
needed because we won the game."

After the Prather fiasco, Matt Ander-
son took over as third base coach.
Anderson, who is a closer for the Ti-
gers, did not pitch in the alumni game
because he Hadn't yet started train-
ing. He did an admirable job as coach,
though. "The closest I've come to
coaching third was when I played third
base in T-ball," he said.
Most players, especially the younger

ones, did not have time to prepare for
the game. "This is the first time I have
seen pitching since September 3,"
Damon Thames '99 said. "And I pretty
much looked stupid."
Nor did the groups get a chance to

practice together. "Everyone just
showed up today, threw their cleats

on, grabbed their glove, grabbed a
ball, and went out to have a good
time," said Zane Curry '99, who is an
assistant Rice baseball coach.
But for some, the chance to play in

front of a crowd was too important to
take lightly. Geraldina Wise '83 said
her husband, Scott Wise '71, vice presi-
dent of investments and treasurer at
Rice, started working out the day he
got the invitation letter in December.
"He was not about to go out there and
not do a good job," she explained.
And he didn't disappoint his team as
he threw with precision and grace.

Playing ball was part of the fun, but
the greatest pleasure was meeting up
with old buddies and making new
friends. "Just hanging out with people
in the dugout, talking to guys who
played 40 years ago was a blast," said
Thames, who is in the St. Louis Cardi-
nals' minor league program.

Phil Costa '47 said he was deter-



Baseball Winners Again
The 2002 Owl squad is once again a contender for a trip to the
College World Series. As of press time, this years team is 39-8 and
ranked #2 nationally in all the major polls. Those 39 wins include
four over cross-town rivals, the Houston Cougars. Houston is also
ranked in the top ten. The 4-1 record against the Cougars means
the Owls have captured the Silver Glove Series four out of five
years. A. J. Porfirio, the Owls center fielder, proudly displays the
trophy to the right. You can follow the success of the Owls at
www.riceowls.com.

mined to play, but good fortune saved
him. "I didn't get into the game be-
cause they ran out of outs," he said. "I
was saved the embarrassment."
At 81, Costa was the oldest player at

the alumni game. In addition to see-
ing his friends, Costa also got to be on
the same team with his son, Phillip
Costa Jr. '75.

"It feels great to be out here," he
said, though he lamented the fact that
he never got to play in a stadium like
Reckling. His team of the late 1930s
and early 1940s played on the Rice
football practice field. His coach would
often tell them: "You boys be careful
because the ball takes bad hops."

Like Costa, Fuller will have to wait for
the next alumni competition to get on
base or score a run. But he plans to be
back. "I don't want to check out going
0 for 2 in the alumni game," he says.

—Davic. D. MEDINA

-



SCOREBOARD

New Golf Scholarship
Honors Castaneda

James Castarieda may have retired from coaching the
Owls golf team, but his legacy will continue. Last fall,
Rice University established the James Castaiieda Golf
Scholarship to honor the former coach and current
professor of Hispanic and classical studies.

"Many of Jim's students benefited from
his tutelage at Rice, and now this
scholarship will forever link him with
Rice University student—athletes," says
Bobby May, director of athletics.

Castarieda coached the Owls golf
team for 15 years, retiring from that
position in 1998. He also served as
freshman baseball coach and assistant
varsity baseball coach. A member of
the faculty for 41 years, he has been
Rice's NCAA faculty representative
for 28 years. He serves on the Western
Athletic Conference's Executive Com-
mittee and on the NCAA as chair of
the Academics Eligibility Compliance
Cabinet and chairman of the Initial
Eligibility Committee.

Castarieda, a Brooklyn, New York,
native, received his bachelor's degree
in Spanish from Drew University. Af-
ter a brief stint in the farm system of
the Baltimore Orioles, he earned his
master's and doctoral degrees from
Yale University. He is a member of Phi
Beta Kappa. In 1986, he was given the
Honorary "R" Award for dedication
and service to Rice athletics, and in
May 2000, he received the Associa-
tion of Rice Alumni's Meritorious Ser-

vice Award. He has served as the presi-
dent of the American Association of
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese
and has been decorated by King Juan
Carlos of Spain.
"This scholarship will provide an

ongoing tie to the golf program for
me," Castarieda says, "and I will be
exceedingly proud to have my name
associated with each Rice golfer named
to receive the award."

Donations to the golf scholarship
can be made through Scott Joyner,
director of development for athletics,
at 713-348-4622 or Rice University,
Office of Development—MS 81, P.O.
Box 1892, Houston, TX 77251-1892.

Cross-Country
Teams Finish at
Top of WAC

Paced by the five—six finish offresh-
man Scott Loftin and senior Keith
Pierce, the Rice men's cross-coun-
try team secured their second West-
ern Athletic Conference title in
three years, while the women
posted their second-straight sec-
ond-place finish in the WAC race
in the league championship.

Loftin finished the 8K race in
26:06, followed by Pierce, with a
time of 26:21.2. Both Owls re-
ceived all-WAC first-team hon-
ors. Also finishing in the top 10
was sophomore Tim Oberg, who
was joined on the all-WAC sec-
ond team by junior Tom Ring.
On the women's side, junior

Liza Ruckman paced the Owls
with an eighth-place finish, com-
pleting the 5K race in 18:44.3.
Ruckman and sophomore Shan-
non Murto both garnered all-
WAC second-team honors.

Freshman Earns
Soccer Honor

Rice Owls' midfielder Sarah Yoder was named Freshman
of the Year when Soccer Buzz announced its Division I
first-year program honors December 28. Defenders Caitlin
Currie and Betsy Huete joined Yoder on the publication's
All-National Team, composed of the best players from the

seven first-year schools.
Yoder led the Western Athletic Conference with eight assists and had 12

points on the season; she and Currie were on the all-WAC second team, joining
fellow freshman goalkeeper Amanda Garrison. Rice garnered a No. 2 ranking
in Soccer Buzz's first-year programs poll in November.

Binghamton sophomore Tracy Kasmarcik was named National Player of the
Year for first-year programs, and Western Kentucky's Jason Neidell nabbed
Coach of the Year honors.

Since 1996, Soccer Buzz has honored the best programs, players, and coaches
from schools that sponsor Division I soccer for the first time. The selections are
based on voting from all Division I head coaches and Soccer Buzz staff.
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Making lifelong friends is a part of the college experience, and

Rice has been the catalyst for many friendships through the years.

The TRGs (Rice lingo for Typical Rice Girl) shown here

include a trio from 1933 and happy grads from the mid-1990s.
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RICE STUDENTS CELEBRATED THE CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR THIS PAST FEBRUARY. AMONG THE VARIETY OF

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE DURING THE CELEBRATION WAS A TRADITIONAL LION DANCE THAT

WOUND ITS WAY THROUGH THE CAMPUS. Photo by Jeff
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