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BACK TO SCHOOL

It seems as if the summer consisted only of a torrential downpour followed by a
few moments of heat before it was gone. And here come our students once again,
back from wherever they spent these past, precious few months.
During that time, campus construction has progressed as the new buildings for

the Jones School, Martel College, and Wiess College take shape and amenities are
added to Jones, Brown, and Hanszen Colleges. The west stadium parking lot,
normally devoid of all activity save bicycle riders using the bike track and
occasional swarms of cars during football season, has seen steady use by the
contractors working hard to complete the construction projects on schedule.
We've been busy, too, preparing this issue. Our cover feature, "Here Come the

Judges" by David D. Medina, sheds some insight into what it's like to sit on the
judicial bench. Over the years, Rice has produced a number of judges who have
served at various levels of government, and it was a little difficult to settle on just
four. In the end, we went for variety: a state supreme court justice, a justice for
a state court of criminal appeals, a chief U.S. district judge, and a state district
judge whose territory encompasses three huge West Texas counties. It is
interesting to observe, despite these judges' very different jurisdictions, the
common threads of discipline, fairness, and subservience to the law that mark
these hardworking individuals.
We can forgive David Theis, the writer of our second feature, "Cultural

Prospect," for characterizing rather than detailing the work that goes on in the
Center for the Study of Cultures. That would take volumes, since the scholars
involved in this clearinghouse for humanities- and social sciences-centered
interdisciplinary studies are engaged in no less an undertaking than understand-
ing human culture—past and present, local and global. It's a tall order, but the
center has done more than impact interdisciplinary studies at Rice; it links Rice
with cultural scholarship worldwide.
Speaking of worldwide, have a look at "Around the World in 80 Ways," in

which Sally Strong reviews Rice study abroad programs. As culture and commerce
become increasingly global, programs like this are proving to be vital parts of an
undergraduate education. The student participants return bearing strengths,
skills, and an international savvy that would be impossible to obtain in any other
way. Not to mention lasting impressions: The artful photography that accompa-
nies the article comes from the lenses of Rice study abroad students and were
winners in the 2001 Study Abroad Photo Contest held last spring.
Students are, after all, what a university is about. So, whether they've come back

to campus from exotic locales or just from their own hometowns, we welcome
them with "Scenes from Student Life." This series of artistic tiles, created by
sculptor William McVey '27, depicts student life in the 1920s. Photographer
Tommy LaVergne caught their images while they were still in place prior to the
rebuilding of Hanszen Commons. Observing the students on the tiles attending
class, studying, playing sports, and pulling pranks, it becomes clear that, while the
disciplines today's students study have, in many ways, become more profound,
intense, and rigorous, a lot about student life remains unchanged.
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RETURN ADDRESSED

RIGHT GAME, WRONG

STADIUM

I was very sorry to read of the
passing of Bert Roth but glad to see
that you wrote about his role in
transforming the Rice MOB into a
free-wheeling, fun-loving group.
Although 21 (ouch!) years have
passed since graduation, my
memory of the MOB remains vivid,
and I am pleased to hear that they
continue their antics. As you men-
tioned, those antics led to a near-
riot in a 1973 game against A&M.
The Aggie Corps took offense at
being parodied ("They were mak-
ing fun of us," the newspaper re-
ported one Aggie as saying) and
attacked the MOB. It detracts from
your article not at all to point out
that that game occurred at the Rice
Stadium, and not at College Sta-
tion. After a stand-off, Rice food
service trucks secretly evacuated
MOB members from the stadium.
The MOB was not alone in taking
shots at A&M that year. Some en-
terprising Rice student graffitied
the famous ATM logo by adding an
E on either side. In apparent re-
sponse, the logo on the A&M shirts
the following year read "TAMU"
instead. Although the MOB paro-
died other schools, for instance by
playing the McDonald's theme and
dedicating it to the UT longhorn,

there were no more riots, only
riotously funny programs.

ROBERT TOLMACH

New York, New York

I was saddened to read in David
Theis's article that Bert Roth has
passed on. I guess I didn't realize
that I was a MOB member ( '72—
'76) so close to the beginning of the
legend. In reading the article,
though, I felt compelled to make a
slight correction. With regard to the
infamous Aggie game of 1973, the
location of the game was not Col-
lege Station but Rice Stadium. Not
known at the time as a football pow-
erhouse, we had the misfortune to
not only satirize the Aggie band and
other Aggie institutions, but we also
won the game. And since College
Station is just up the road, and A&M
was a powerhouse, Aggie fans sig-
nificantly outnumbered the Rice
faithful (this was common for Hous-
ton, Texas, and A&M). A number of
the Aggie faithful stayed on after the
game to harass the band, and we
stayed in the tunnel for a couple of
hours until we were "rescued" by
food service vans back to the band
room. There were, as far as I know,
no casualties.

CHARLES STARNES

Ingleside, Illinois

As always, I read with interest the
latest Sallyport (summer 2001). I
noted a small factual error in the
article on Bert Roth found on page
38. In the fourth paragraph, you
mention that the MOB entered the
ranks of legend in College Station in
1973.1 would like to point out that
the game in question was held on
Veteran's Day at Rice Stadium.
There were some 2,000 A&M

cadets in Houston that day to par-
ticipate in the Veteran's Day parade
before coming to Rice Stadium to
watch the undefeated Aggies, whose
focus was on their upcoming
Thanksgiving match with Texas,
dispose of the Owls. Rice jumped
out to a shocking 17- or 18-point
lead by halftime, so the Aggie fans
were already in a foul mood when

the MOB made its appearance
dressed in all manner of military
garb. The Aggies failed to grasp the
humor in the MOB's performance,
and there were some difficulties to-
ward the end of the halftime.
Calm was restored as the Aggies

began to eat away at the Rice lead in
the second half. With only minutes
to play, A&M took the lead and it
seemed their Cotton Bowl-deciding
game with Texas (who ultimately
confessed to having dog-napped
Reveille the Collie) was assured.
However, when Rice returned the
ensuing kickoff for a game-winning
touchdown, the Aggie cadets and
fans took their frustration out on the
MOB, pelting them with stadium
seats, surrounding the stadium, and
forcing the band's evacuation in the
back of the Rice food service vans.

ROB SISK '76

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

In reference to the article by David
Theis on page 38 of the summer
2001 issue of Sallyport concerning
MOB director Bert Roth, I should
point out that the game against A&M
mentioned was held at Rice Stadium
in 1973, not in College Station. As I
recall, Rice ended up #3 in the con-
ference that year, hence our chant
"We're #3!" to cheer our team on.

That was actually a very good
team, and with the likes of Texas,
Arkansas, A&M, and SMU ( before
it got caught cheating), being #3
was quite an accomplishment. We
were leading at half-time, I believe,
and as some of the band members
came off of the field, they were
attacked by various members of the
Corps. The game continued to be
very competitive, and I think A&M
scored late in the fourth quarter,
but we ran the ensuing kickoff back
for a touchdown to go ahead again.
They drove all the way down the
field and were stopped at the first or
second yard line after first and goal
with no time remaining.

After the game, most people left
except a large contingent ofthe Corps
who were trying to take their anger
out on someone (and seeing A&M
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RETURN ADDRESSED

seniors in their full regalia weeping at
the loss of a football game left many
of us astounded at the importance
they put on such contests). It was not
until the next day that we found out
that the band had to be taken from
the stadium in the food service vans
for their protection.

Thereafter followed several months
of letters to the editor of the local
papers (when there were two) con-
cerning the actions of the MOB and
of the A&M students. I also remem-
ber that same year the MOB paro-
died every other institution (Notre
Dame, UT, etc.) without problems
as normal people and students viewed

the band's performance with the
light-hearted humor it intended—
except Houston, as I believe Judge
Roy Hofheinz took some offense
when we played UH in the Astro-
dome and had the public address
system disconnected about halfway
through the MOB's performance.
Without the PA system, no one in
the stands knew what was going on,
and neither did the band.
The next spring or summer when

the football team had practices in
Brenham or some place out in the
country away from Houston, the
150+ year-old oak tree that they had
gathered around for inspirational
talks or whatever, was cut down,
ostensibly by one of the mature
Corps members as retribution for
the loss of a football game.
As they say, if you can laugh at

yourself, you'll always have a good
time.

Tom FLOWERS '74

Waco, Texas

Our thanks to these and the many
other folks who wrote in to tell us of
our error in placing the infamous
game in College Station rather than
at Rice Stadium. We stand corrected.

EDITOR

SHEPHERD SCHOOL CODA

Your article, "Music in the Air," in the
spring 2001 issue was most enlight-
ening on the fantastic achievements
of the Shepherd School of Music

since 1974. However, I beg to differ
with the date of the opening of the
school. When I was an undergraduate
at Rice in the late 1950s, the newly
opened Hamman Hall was the first
home of the Shepherd School of
Music, with the late Professor Arthur
Hall as its head. During the 1960-61
academic year, I took a history of
music course from Dr. Hall and sang
in one of the several glee clubs.
Did the Shepherd School close

down for some reason prior to the
building of its current quarters? If
not, this additional 15 years of its
history needs to be acknowledged
by the author of your article.
I have enjoyed the many fine per-

formances at the Shepherd School in
the past and hope to be back in Hous-
ton in the future to enjoy even more.

ELIZABETH PERKINS HARP '61

Falls Church, Virginia

The Shepherd School of Music was en-
dowed in 1950 bySallie Shepherd Perkins
in honor of her father, Benjamin A.
Shepherd, and its first home was
Hamman Hall. Initially, it was not
called the Shepherd School but was re-
ferred to as the Shepherd Foundation.

In 1962, talks began about actually
founding the school, but university of-
ficials decided that the endowment
would have togrow before the founda-
tion could actually transform into a
school. In fact, funds at this time were
only sufficient to pay the salaries of two
faculty members. The designation of
"Shepherd School" began to be applied
to the fledgling organization, even
though it was not yet geared to train-
ing music students, and only offered a
few courses for nonmusic majors and
financed a few lectures and a chamber
music concert series. Thus, it was a
school in name only.

The development of the Shepherd
School into a degree-granting insti-
tution for music majors came in the
early 1970s. The first dean, Samuel
Jones, was hired in 1973, and the
following year, the basic academic
curriculum was established. The Shep-
herd School of Music, as a school to
turn out professionalperforming art-
ists, was formally inaugurated in

1975. It moved into its current home,
Alice Pratt Brown Hall, in 1991.

EDITOR

MISCELLANEOUS

COMMENTS

I read with interest David D.
Medina's "Alumni Group Awards
Minority Scholarships" ( summer
2001). I suppose that if some alumni
are proud to be awarding racially
exclusive scholarships, that's their
business. One question, though,
about my alma mater's involvement.
If the scholarship fund "is not asso-
ciated with Rice University," then
how is it that the scholarship win-
ners "will be assigned a faculty men-
tor for the entire four years at Rice"?

ROGER CLEGG '77

VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL

Center for Equal Opportunity

The organizers of the alumni scholar-
ship fund you refer to recruit faculty
volunteers who serve as mentors on
their own time.

EDITOR

I just wanted to tell you that I think
the new look of Sallyport is really
spectacular as are all of the publica-
tions coming out of Rice these days.
It really looks terrific and seems to
be more diverse. Most people don't
read credits, but I do. Christopher
Dow quoted Lightnin' Hopkins and
reviewed the revised edition of the
Baseball QuotationsDictionary. That
used to be rare stuff for that publi-
cation, I'll tell you. He also put in
what he called "Words of wisdom"
from Red Smith without specifying
the situation, and I kept looking at
it, trying to decide what Red was
thinking about. I concluded it had
to be Bobby Thomson's home run
off Ralph Branca concluding the
Giants miracle comeback from a 13-
game deficit in August, and the
Internet confirmed that.
I'm enjoying watching former

Owl Lance Berkman hit for the
Astros (and field, too).

131U_ ARHOS '57

Austin, Texas
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

National Security Adviser
Role in the Spotlight

Decision makers need to know every aspect of an
issue, problem, or crisis they are facing, especially if
the decision maker is the United States president.
Making sure the president is fully informed before
making a decision is the biggest job faced by the
national security adviser (NSA).

Walt Rostow, who served as NSA for
presidents Kennedy and Johnson, ex-
pressed that opinion when he and five
other former advisers met in Washing-
ton, D.C., last spring at a forum to
discuss the role of NSAs. Rice's James
A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy
and the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars sponsored the fo-
rum to define the NSA's involvement in
the formulation, planning, conduct, and
coordination ofthe nation's foreign and
national security policies.
CNN anchor Wolf Blitzer moderated

the panel discussion among Rostow and
former NSAs Samuel Berger (Clinton),
Zbigniew Brzezinski (Carter), Frank
Carlucci (Reagan), Andrew Goodpaster
(Eisenhower), and Robert McFarlane
(Reagan).

"It's not generally realized that the
president steps off into the dark with
almost every decision," Rostow said.
"Mobilizing" information to the presi-
dent is the NSA's responsibility, and
that entails being able to state the point
of view of each cabinet member so that
the president hears all sides of an issue.
'While the NSA serves as a gatherer of

facts, "that doesn't mean you don't
express your own view," Berger said.
"I think the national security adviser
has to be the one who often says that
the president's wrong. I always felt it
was my particular obligation and re-
sponsibility to give the president the
downsides of a particular step he was
about to take."

Brzezinski noted, however, there's a
time and place for sharing such opinions.
"The president's always right in pub-

lic," he said. "Whenever there's a group,
he's tight, because the national security

adviser is helping him. In private,
you have the obligation to tell him
that he's wrong."
According to Berger, the NSA's

principal role is to assure that the
president is "well-served in his deci-
sion making, that his decisions are
executed by the government in some
kind of coherent way."

Berger pointed out that the NSA
often is in a position to facilitate
decision making. For example, if
the adviser knows the president's
thinking on a particular issue before
the president has made a formal
decision and the adviser feels that
the president is headed in the right
direction, the NSA "can try to tee
up a decision for him in a way that
does not put him in a box," he said.
"You can try to bring the secretary
of defense, the secretary of state,
and others to what I used to call 'the
highest common denominator.' If
there was not a consensus at a fairly
high level, it was better to bring the
president two starkly different points
of view."

Carlucci said, "I think there is a
healthy tension between the De-
partment of Defense and the De-
partment of State, which, in many
instances, the national security ad-
viser has to mediate."
Goodpaster cited the importance

of anticipating problems that might
arise and preparing solutions, often
using the National Security Coun-
cil for studies and counsel.

McFarlane stressed that neither
the NSA nor the National Security
Council should get involved in op-
erations; instead, they should re-

strict themselves to an advisory capac-
ity. "What the security adviser must
guard against," McFarlane said, "is the
frustration a president can experience
as someone who is there for four years
to get something done, to be able to
demonstrate leadership in X or Y area,
and the frustration of not seeing that
the Department ofState or others in his
administration are apparently moving
in that direction. But that cannot lead
the Security Council or the adviser to
go beyond the line and take on an
operational role."
McFarlane said the NSA plays more

of a counselor or adviser role "when
you're trying to take the country in a
fundamentally new direction, where
you may have concerns, or the presi-
dent may have concerns about a very
novel idea being undermined if it
is bureaucratized to the point of
preemptive destruction."
The NSA, in effect, serves as the

president's foreign policy chief of staff;
Berger said. But Berger added that only
under unusual circumstances should the
NSA be the principal negotiator or diplo-
mat for foreign matters. Goodpaster
pointed out that President Eisenhower
wanted the secretary of state to have a
major role as the spokesperson for foreign
policy, and that tradition has continued.
The six former NSAs agreed that the

position of national security adviser
should not have cabinet status nor
have to be confirmed by the United
States Senate, because the NSA would
be obligated to testify before congres-
sional committees, and that would take
up a great deal of time. That role of
responding to Congress should be left
with the cabinet secretaries and their
departments.
Ivo Daalder, a senior fellow at the

Brookings Institution, served as rap-
porteur for the forum. Edward
Djerejian, director of the Baker Insti-
tute, and Lee Hamilton, director of the
Wilson Center, led a question-and-an-
swer session between the NSAs and the
audience during the second half of the
forum.
A two-and-a-half-hour video re-

cording of the forum is posted on the
Baker Institute's website at http://
www.bakerinstitute .org .

-B. J. ALMOND

FALL '0 1 5



NEW LAWS AFFECT
CHARITABLE GIVING

Congress recently passed the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act
of 2001. However, much of the potential legislation affecting the charitable
community is still pending and many of the provisions in the new tax act will not
occur for a number of years or will be phased in over several years. Here are some
of the approved changes as well as some of the proposals still pending that may
significantly impact donors and charitable giving.

APPROVED LEGISLATION INCLUDES

Repeal of the Estate Tax
Beginning in 2002, the Unified Credit for the Gift and Estate Tax
will increase to $1 million. The Unified Credit for the Estate Tax
will increase to $1.5 million in 2004, to $2 million in 2006, and to
$3.5 million in 2009. In 2010, the Estate Tax is repealed. Note: the
Unified Credit for Gift Tax (transfers made during your life)
remains at $1 million after 2002.

Although the Estate Tax is repealed, due to Congressional
budget rules, the repeal expires after 2010. Unless Congress elects
to reinstate the repeal before January 1, 2011, the Estate Tax will
revert to the laws in place today.

Future Phase-Out of
Limits on Itemized
Deductions
Taxpayers' itemized deduc-
tions, including charitable
contributions, are presently
subject to a 3 percent floor
on deductibility. The new
act reduces the limitation
by one-third in 2006 and
by two-thirds in 2008 and
eliminates it entirely in
2010.

new tax revenues whenever donors roll IRA assets into charitable
life income gifts.

While this provision was not part of the tax act, it is included in
the Community Solutions Act of 2001 (more commonly known as
the "Faith-Based" initiative). This act is still under consideration,
but its future remains uncertain.

IN CONCLUSION
As you can see, these approved and proposed changes, in part or in
their entirety, would significantly impact donors and donees. If you
would like to receive additional information on this legislation, as
it becomes available, or on other areas ofinterest, please contact the
Office of Planned Giving.

CALENDAR YEAR 28% RATE

REDUCED To
31% RATE
REDUCED To

36% RATE
REDUCED To

39.6% RATE
REDUCED To

7/1/2001-2003 27% 30% 35% 38.6%

2004-2005 26% 29% 34% 37.6%

2006 AND LATER 25% 28% 33% 35%

Gradual Income Tax Rate Reduction
Individual federal income tax rates will be reduced by half a percent-
age point (effective July 1,2001) in each bracket in 2001 and 2002,
then a full percentage point in 2004 and 2006. (See chart.)

PROPOSED LEGISLATION INCLUDES

Allow IRA Rollovers for Charitable Purposes
The proposed legislation would allow individuals to donate IRA
assets as outright or life income gifts with favorable tax treatment.

If IRA funds were rolled over directly to the charity as an
outright gift, they would not be subject to income tax on with-
drawal. If IRA funds were rolled over as a life income gift (e.g.,
charitable remainder trusts, pooled income funds, gift annuities),
the charitable portion of the gift would be nontaxable, but the
yearly life income payments would be subject to income taxes. In
either case, the donor would receive a charitable deduction only to
the extent that after-tax dollars had been contributed to the IRA.
This legislation would partially offset revenue losses by generating

When considering year-end planning, please keep in mind that
this year there will only be three business days (December 26-28)
available to complete security gifts. If you have questions or would
like to make a gift of securities, please contact our department.
We are honored to be of service and hope that you will call on

us whenever we might be a confidential resource to you and your
professional advisers in your philanthropic and estate planning.

NONTAX REASONS FOR PLANNING

While the latest tax reform leaves an unsure future for the estate tax,
it remains as important as ever for you to review your estate plans.
Nontax reasons for prudent planning include:
• Choosing beneficiaries, including charities, of your estate
• Establishing trusts to administer assets and control the amount
and timing of distributions

• Designating someone to act on your behalf if you are unable
(e.g., power of attorney for legal and financial matters as well
as a directive to physician for medical matters)

• Selecting guardians for minor children

vvvvw.rufrice.edu/-giving/

Rice University • The Office of Planned Giving—MS 810 P.O. Box 1892 • Houston, Texas 77251-1892
713-348-4610 or jfaulkne@rice.edu
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Torchbearers
In May, several members
ofthe Rice University Po-
lice Department visited
Texas towns between
Houston and Arlington.
They weren't traveling
on police business, but
they weren't sightseeing,
either.

The five officers participated in the
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Spe-
cial Olympics. The torch run started
May 23 at Rice Stadium and finished
at the University of Texas—Arlington,
where the Special Olympics Texas
games were held.
Members of the Rice police depart-

ment who participated in the fund-
raising event were Police Chief Bill
Taylor and officers Lisa Hieden, Terry
Robinson, Pete Martinez, and Les
Hulsey. They ran through such cities
as Houston, College Station,
Hempstead, and Brenham. Each run-
ner raised about $2,000, according to
Taylor. "We had more officers par-
ticipate in the torch run than some
departments that are significantly big-
ger than we are," Taylor commented.
"We're very proud of that."
The Law Enforcement Torch Run

for Special Olympics raises money
and awareness for Special Olympics.
Law enforcement officers from every
state and more than 30 countries carry
the Flame of Hope in honor of Special
Olympics athletes in their area and
around the world. The torch run is
the largest grassroots fund raiser and
public-awareness vehicle for Special
Olympics.

-DANA BENSON

Rice Makes Impact with Research

Rice University ranks in the top 1 percent of all institutions worldwide
in scientific research impact and influence in 12 of 22 fields examined,
according to rankings carried out by the Institute for Scientific
Information's (ISI) Essential Science Indicators.
The Essential Science Indicators is based on citation references by

scientists published in scholarly journal articles. Essential Science
Indicators compiles and ranks citations to form the basis for science
performance statistics and trends data. For each of the 22 fields, every
institution listed in the Essential Science Indicators database is in the
top 1 percent of all institutions worldwide in citation references.
Institutions include colleges, universities, government labs and cen-
ters, and private institutions and corporations.

Institutions are ranked numerically, both by total citations as well
as on a per-paper basis. Ranking by citations per paper normalizes the
ranking for the size of the institutions because just looking at total
number of citations would skew the rankings in favor of larger
research institutions that have a greater total output.
The following rankings within the top 1 percent of institutions

worldwide are based on the number of citations per paper. Note that
Rice's bioengineering research efforts, as well as various collabora-
tions with the Texas Medical Center, fall under the clinical medicine
field.

R ICE

RANKING

TOTAL

INSTITUTIONS

IN TOP 1%

PHYSICS 31 496

CHEMISTRY 67 640

BIOLOGY/BIOCHEMISTRY 201 474
GEOSCIENCES 97 271

CLINICAL MEDICINE 33 1,890

MATERIALS SCIENCE 5 427

ENGINEERING 212 750

PSYCHIATRY/PSYCHOLOGY 72 286

MATHEMATICS 18 144

COMPUTER SCIENCE 44 211

ENVIRONMENT/ECOLOGY 48 306

SOCIAL SCIENCES 492

"The ISI survey results confirm Rice's stature as an important
research university," says Jordan Konisky, vice provost for research
and graduate studies. "The significance of this particular survey is that
it clearly demonstrates that our faculty, students, postdocs, and
research staff are engaged in leading-edge research that impacts the
work of scholars throughout the U.S. and abroad."
For more information about ISI, visit http://ww.isinet.com.
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THROUGH THE SALLYPORT

Rice Gallery:
Summer Window Series

The children of the Missouri City Parks
and Recreation summer program
seemed a little astonished by the two
giant—read, 16 feet tall when crouch-
ing—boys looming on the wall above
them. When asked what materials they
thought the piece of art was composed
of, they responded with lyrical flights of
fancy that any artist might cherish:
"candy," "jewels," "glitter," "beads,"

PASTOR AND COLLLIX INAUGURATED THE RICE GALLERY'S NEW

SUMMER WINDOW SERIES, WHICH WILL SHOWCASE ONE SITE

SPECIFIC INSTALLATION EACH SUMMER THAT IS DESIGNED TO BE

EXPERIENCED FROM OUTSIDE THE GALLERY'S FRONT GLASS WALL.

THE SERIES WILL ENABLE THE GALLERY TO MAINTAIN A CONTINUOUS

PROGRAM OF CONTEMPORARY INSTALLATION ART THROUGHOUT THE

YEAR DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF STUDENT GALLERY ATTENDANTS

DURING SUMMER VACATION.

and most interestingly, "clouds" and
"stars."
Though there was nothing in New

York-based artist James Cullinane's Pas-
tor and Collux to conceal the identity of
the true building blocks of the piece—
ordinary black, silver, and red pushpins—
it was difficult from afar to discern that
the enormous images could have issued
from the arrangement ofsuch tiny, mun-
dane items. In this way, Pastor and
Collux resembled pointillist painting or
mosaic: up close, the agglomeration of
dots, tiles, or pins seems jumbled and
formless, but with each step back, out-
lines and figures emerged more clearly.

For Cullinane, the aggregation ofa seem-
ingly endless number of pushpins be-
hind the glass created "a kind of pushpin
ant farm within the building." Inserted
at varying depths into a wall specially
constructed six feet behind the gallery's
glass front, the fields of pins took on a
sculptural texture evoked by Cullinane's
description of the work as "a flowing
armor of. . . tacks."
The last of the approximately 50,000

pins was only hammered into the wall
after seven days of full-time work by a
crew averaging four assistants in addi-
tion to the artist each day. This labori-
ous process of construction bespoke a
commitment to craft and an affirma-
tion of the decorative, both central to
Cullinane's oeuvre and worldview:
"Wherever I go, the people—the clean-
ing staff or people passing by—start
rooting for the piece to be done. I
think of my grandmother's crochet-
ing—it's a single repeated module—
it's so basic, so direct that anybody
relates to it."
Cullinane adapted the images of the

two crouching boys in Pastor and
Collux from a diagram of the game of
leapfrog in a physical education primer.
Cullinane removed the image of the
leaping child, leaving the crouching
child's vulnerable, prone posture dis-
turbingly unexplained, and then re-
produced the image of the crouching
child in duplicate, mirrored across the
center of the picture plane. Published
in 1945, the primer was an official
publication of Spanish general Fran-
cisco Franco's Nationalist regime. While
innocent and pleasant at first glance,
the book's images of—on reflection,
unrealistically—wholesome, fit, and at-
tractive children took on a sinister cast

in view of their association with an
oppressive political program. "They
happen to be images of childhood that
support a fascist agenda of 'clean and
healthy bodies and minds,' but they
could just as well be the Boy Scouts of
America," said Cullinane, suggesting
that all educational programs have the
potential to become invested with ideo-

logical agendas.
Exhibiting Cullinane's fondness for

linguistic play, the title of the installa-
tion referred to Castor and Pollux, twin
deities in Greco-Roman mythology who
are identified with the constellation
Gemini. Accordingly, Cullinane has de-
scribed Pastor and Collux as "a constel-
lation of hardware." Cullinane's allu-
sion to the mythological twins and his
creation of a mirror image probed our
cultural fascination and often unease
with all things double, such as twins,
clones, copies, and doppelgangers. In
that normal human error prevented the
two images from achieving utter iden-
ticalness, Pastor and Collux also raised
the postmodern conundrum of the im-
possibility of perfect 're-presentation.'

Cullinane designed the installation
with the architecture of Sewall Hall
foremost in his mind. He cut two large
panels into the picture plane and set
them at an angle opening towards the
rear of the gallery, thus echoing the
gallery's permanent glass doors. Fur-
thermore, he positioned the images of
the boys such that from the gallery
courtyard they could each be seen
squarely in the center of one of Sewall
Hall's exterior brick arches. On one
hand, the arches served to frame and
hence memorialize what could be seen
as a touching posture of childlike curi-
osity, indicative that the boys were
perhaps examining small wonders like
slugs or dandelions. On the other hand,
the arches seemed to drastically cramp
and constrict the children's already bent-
double bodies. It appeared that the
boys could actually tear the building
down by simply rising to their full
height. Allegorical for the mixed va-
lences of the gestures of coming of age,
their crouching postures thus signified
latent potential for both emancipation
and destruction.

Pastor and Collux was dismantled in
the same arduous manner it was in-
stalled—one individual pin at a time.
When asked whether he would con-
tinue working with pushpins, Cullinane
responded, "I'm sure at some point
some corporation will want me to do
their logo in pushpins, but I don't want
to be 'the pushpin guy.' I do want to
explore the absurdity and poetic, strange
content of this massive amount of work
going into something that goes away."

-MARIA STALFORD
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Recently Installed Fixture at Baker
Institute Sparks Panel Discussion

Panel discussions are nothing new to the James A. Baker III Institute for
Public Policy, but a new wood panel in the institute's reception area merits
a discussion of its own.

This past May, an 8'7" x 11 stained oak panel was
hung on the wall behind an oil portrait of James A.
Baker III. The combination of the panel and the
portrait represents two men who have played sig-
nificant roles in Rice's history.
The panel was refurbished from four oak panels

that came from "The Oaks," the seven-acre estate
of Capt. James A. Baker on the southeast edge of
downtown Houston. Baker was the attorney for
William Marsh Rice who was instrumental in imple-
menting Rice's will to establish the educational
institution that became Rice University and who
served as the first chairman of Rice's board of
trustees. Before the house was demolished, the
paneling was sold to a lawyer in Austin, who in-
stalled it in his home there. Several years ago, when
the lawyer was preparing to sell the house in Austin,
he offered the paneling to Capt. Baker's grandson,
James A. Baker, III, for the Baker Institute.
Francoise Djerejian, wife of Baker Institute direc-

tor Edward Djerejian, realized the sentimental and
historical value of the panels and sought the advice
and talent of her friend, Rice architecture alumna
Geraldina Interiano Wise '83, president of ARTE
Productions, to determine what to do with them.
After taking a tour of James A. Baker III Hall, Wise
suggested the panels could best be put to use as a
backdrop to frame the portrait of Baker.
With the portrait displayed against the panel, two

generations of the Baker family have been superim-
posed for the enjoyment of future Rice students and
other visitors to the Baker Institute.
To make the panels suitable for framing, Rice

trustee and alumnus Raymond Brochstein '55 had
his custom woodwork manufacturing company,
Brochsteins Inc., repair imperfections in the panel-
ing and restore the wood to its original luster. The
panels were mounted on the wall from ceiling to
base, creating a classical and meaningful backdrop
for the painting, said Wise, who also has a degree in
art history from Rice and is the wife of Scott Wise
'71, Rice's vice president for investments and trea-
surer.

Now, in addition to the panel discussions for
which the Baker Institute has become well known,
the presence of the oak panels in the institute's
reception room is itself a subject of discussion.

-B. J. ALMOND
PANELING FROM CAPT. JAMES A. BAKER'S ESTATE PROVIDES A

HISTORIC BACKDROP IN BAKER HALL FOR A PORTRAIT OF JAMES

A. BAKER, III, HONORARY CHAIR OF THE BAKER INSTITUTE FOR

PUBLIC POLICY. PHOTO BY JEFF FITLOW
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CIVI, ENVI Merge to
Meet New Challenges

Sustainability, infrastructure, and economic and tech-
nological growth: these and many other societal
issues increasingly require approaches that extend
across traditional disciplinary boundaries in engineer-
ing and environmental science.

In order for Rice to better array itself
to meet these increasingly important
challenges, on July 1 Rice established
the new Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering, which
encompasses the previous two de-
partments of civil engineering and
environmental science and engineer-
ing. Joe Hughes will chair the new
department. Departments combin-
ing civil and environmental engineer-
ing already exist at a number of other
universities.
In announcing the combined de-

partment, Provost Eugene Levy ex-
plained, "At Rice, our goal is to
achieve a new synthesis that will open
exciting possibilities for both stu-
dents and faculty. The new depart-
ment will provide the flexibility to
tackle broad issues of regional, na-
tional, and international importance,
using Houston and the Gulf Coast
area as a foundation."
Levy also noted increased opportu-

nities for collaboration in teaching
and research, the ability to better com-
pete in faculty and graduate student
recruiting, and increased national vis-
ibility for the department. "The impe-
tus to establish this new department
grew out of recognition that among
the greatest challenges facing society
today and into the future is the need
to balance demands ofa growing popu-
lation and expanding technological
economy with the reality offinite natu-
ral resources and carrying capacity of
the environment," Levy said.

Opportunities for students in the
field is another important goal of the
new department. "We hope that the
creation of this new department will
increase the attractiveness of both

"THE IMPETUS TO ESTABLISH

THIS NEW DEPARTMENT GREW

OUT OF RECOGNITION THAT

AMONG THE GREATEST

CHALLENGES FACING SOCIETY

TODAY AND INTO THE FUTURE

IS THE NEED TO BALANCE

DEMANDS OF A GROWING

POPULATION AND EXPANDING

TECHNOLOGICAL ECONOMY WITH

THE REALITY OF FINITE

NATURAL RESOURCES AND

CARRYING CAPACITY OF THE

ENVIRONMENT."
-PROVOST EUGENE LEVY

the civil engineering and the environ-
mental engineering programs and
majors at Rice," said Sidney Burrus,
dean of the George R. Brown School
of Engineering. "It should provide a
modern preparation for our gradu-
ates to enter a wide variety of exciting
careers, and the research should fit
the needs of today's regional, national,
and global challenges. I am very ex-
cited by the department's future."
Hughes pointed to societal needs

as a broad motivating factor in creat-
ing the new department. In 50 years,
researchers predict, the world will hold
12 billion people, all of whom will
need clean water, a place to live, trans-
portation, food, and a way to bring
food and commodities to market.
"Managing and achieving a balance in
economics, urban growth, public
health, and transportation is a classic

civil and environmental engineering
problem," Hughes said. "We've just
never done it on this large a scale
before." Designing a system for 12
billion people is recognized by all
universities and funding agencies as
one of the great challenges of engi-
neering and society.
"We have two departments with

very strong traditions coming to-
gether, and each has had national and
international recognition for some
time," Hughes said. "Having a broad
expertise working on related aspects
of this problem is crucial. I think Rice
arrived at a significant juncture, and
now that Rice has decided to follow
the paradigm of joining civil and en-
vironmental engineering, our strength
is the ability to evolve rapidly. The
two departments came together with
momentum, which we will use to
develop these new focus areas and to
create something unique."
Ahmad Durrani, professor of civil

and environmental engineering, ex-
pressed optimism about the potential
that the new department presents to
the Brown School of Engineering.
"There are internal opportunities for
new interdisciplinary studies, teaching
programs, and collaborations with the
management and architecture
schools," he said. "Externally, the new
department will focus on issues that
are threaded through a variety of in-
dustries, including energy, engineer-
ing, construction, and environment.
From my perspective, industry rela-
tionships are an important element of
the new department, especially as in-
dustries are looking for graduates like
those who come from Rice."
Throughout the transition to the

new department, Hughes said he re-
ceived an extremely warm reception
from faculty and uniformly positive
comments from alumni, retired fac-
ulty, professors with other depart-
ments, students, and staff regarding
the new department. "The students,
faculty, and administration have been
very supportive," he said.
"Under the leadership of Professor

Hughes," said Durrani, "I'm quite
confident that we will see this smooth
transition continue."

UNRAU
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Graduate Apartments Earn
National Award

The Graduate Apartments has won the Pillars of
Industry Award in a national competition designed to
honor excellence in the multifamily housing industry.
The award is sponsored by the National Association
of Home Builders, and the winners are chosen by a
panel of 10 of the industry's top building, marketing,
and design professionals.

The Graduate Apartments is the result
ofa superb collaboration between gradu-
ate students, faculty, Rice staff, and the
professionals assembled by builder Jenard
Gross. The three-story building's de-
sign is compatible with the architecture
of the surrounding neighborhood, and
at the same time, it incorporates tradi-
tional elements ofRice architecture, such
as a red tile roof, a masonry exterior, and
ornamental iconography that both com-
pliments and enhances the aesthetics of
the structure.
The award was given for finictional

utility as well as design. The building can
house 222 students; each unit features
private bedrooms, and most occupants
have their own bathroom. All of the
apartments, except for the efficiency wits,
have a living area and a kitchen fully
equipped with a refrigerator, electric stove
and oven, garbage disposal, dishwasher,
and smoke detectors. The efficiencies do

not include some of these amenities be-
cause of space limitations. Each unit also
has computer ports providing a direct
link to the campus computer network,
phone jacks, and cable TV connections.
The building uses sound-proofing

materials to create an environment that
is both comfortable and conducive to
study. Each floor has a study and confer-
ence area and a facility that provides PCs
and printers. The building is handi-
capped accessible and contains com-
mon areas that create a feeling of com-
munity for the residents, including a
lobby and reception area, administrative
offices, a mailroom, a service kitchen,
meeting rooms, a TV room, a recreation
room, and storage space.
As wonderful as it is to get the award,

though, what is really important is that
Rice graduate students finally have a
facility that is both outstanding and
affordable.

DOUBLE
YOUR

DOLLARS

TO THE RICE UNIVERSITY

ANNUAL GIFTS CAMPAIGN, AND

YOUR SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

GOES TWICE AS FAR!

Just follow these simple steps:

• Make a gift to the Annual Gifts Campaign.

• Find out if your employer (or your spouse's
employer) matches gifts to universities. If you are
retired, check to see if your previous employer
will match your gifts to universities.

• Get a corporate matching-gift form from your
human resources office and send it to the Rice
University Annual Gifts Campaign. Some com-
panies require just a phone call. Yours may be
one; check with your human resources office.

You've just doubled your dollars to the

Rice University Annual Gifts Campaign.

SUPPORTING YOUR FAVORITE

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION

IS THAT EASY!

QUESTIONS?

Call 713-348-4991 to obtain more informa-
tion about doubling your dollars to the Rice
University Annual Gifts Campaign through
the corporate matching-gifts program.

www.rufrice.edu/—giving/

Rice University
Annual Gifts Office—MS 81
P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251-1892
713-348-4991
kfoyle@rice.edu
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If really cold atoms dancing in a mag-
netic trap needed a theme song, it might
be "Under Pressure." Now, 20 years
after Queen and David Bowie sang about
pressure pressing on us all, Rice Univer-
sity physicist Randall Hulet has wit-
nessed a strange quantum pressure pro-
duced by atoms chilled almost as cold as
the universe allows.
For the first time, a mixed gas of the

two fundamental types of atoms has
been cooled to a state known as quan-
tum degeneracy—a state of matter in
which atoms behave like waves—dra-
matically illustrating how one type will
shrink and the otherwill stabilize, buoyed
in place by quantum pressure. In danc-
ing terms, one group does it cheek-to-
cheek, and the other is doing a line
dance.
In addition to demonstrating a fun-

damental aspect of quantum mechanics,
this successful observation of so-called
Fermi pressure in the lab and its further
study could lead to a better understand-
ing of such practical phenomena as su-
perconductivity and superfluidity.
Fermi pressure, named for the late

Nobel physicist Enrico Fermi, is best
known for stabilizing cold, "dead" stars,
known as white dwarf and neutron stars,
against collapse under their own intense
gravity.
To get a glimpse ofthis system, Hulet,

the Fayez Sarofim Professor of Physics,
and his team created an ultracold gas of
lithium atoms, consisting of bosons and
fermions, the two types of quantum
particles found in nature.
Fermions make up the basic building

blocks of matter: electrons, protons,
and neutrons. Atoms made from an odd
number of these basic constituents, like
lithium-6—composed ofthree neutrons,
three protons, and three electrons—are
also fermions.

Their cousins, the bosons, are formed
from an even number of the building
blocks, and include lithium-7, which
has an additional neutron. Bosons be-
have very differently from fermions at
ultralow temperatures, where the atoms
act more as waves than as point-like
particles.

Hulet and others demonstrated in
1995 that when identical bosons are
cooled to near absolute zero (about
—460° F), they are happy to coexist in
the same location. Their movements fall
into step at a single low energy level, and
they behave as one unified "atom—wave,"
known as a Bose—Einstein condensate.
In contrast, identical fermions cannot

occupy the same place at the same time,
a phenomenon known as the Pauli ex-
clusion principle. As fermions are cooled
and their wavelengths become larger,
they begin to avoid each other. Because
they all can't occupy the lowest energy
level, they are forced to "stack up" into
higher energy states, like people on a
ladder, with at most one to a rung. By
keeping their distance from one an-
other, the fermions create a pressure. In
this state, the fermion gas has reached a
limited size and cannot be compressed
further.

Drawing on their previous work with
Bose—Einstein condensations oflithium-
7, Hulet and his team cooled the mag-
netically trapped bosons by removing
the hottest atoms through a process of
evaporation. The lithium-6 fermions,
which cannot be directly cooled by
evaporation because of limitations im-
posed by the Pauli exclusion principle,
are cooled by contact with the cold
bosons.
As the gas was cooled to temperatures

as low as 240 nano-Kelvin—less than
one-fourth of a millionth of a degree
above absolute zero—the Rice team
observed that two distinct gases formed.
The size of the boson gas shrank, while
the fermion gas stabilized at a particular
size. The researchers imaged the two
gases, and at the lowest temperatures,
the size difference is clearly distinguish-
able. This quantum effect, in which the
fermions stabilize, plays a vital role in the
electrical properties of metals.
Hulet and his team are working to

cool the gas fluffier in order to achieve
the ultimate goal of this research: to
form a new type of superfluid gas in
which atoms may flow without friction.
To achieve this, they must coax the
fermions to form correlated pairs of

atoms, called Cooper pairs. Cooper pair-
ing of electrons is responsible for super-
conductivity in certain solids, and the
same phenomenon has been predicted
to occur when lithium-6 atoms are
cooled to temperatures near 50 nano-
Kelvin.

Exciting to scientists is the fact that
the interactions between atoms in a
trapped gas are weak and that the degree
of their strength can be "tuned" by
adjusting a magnetic field. "This will
enable exploration of the underlying
theory ofsuperconductivity," Hulet says,
"and by adjusting the strength of the
interactions between atoms, we hope to
understand its implications in a way not
previously possible."

Ultracold atoms, in addition to pro-
viding a better understanding of basic
science, are finding practical applica-
tions as well. For example, the most
accurate atomic clocks are now made
using ultracold atoms. These clocks
will enable, among other things, better
navigation for spacecraft. The first
"atom lasers"—devices that produce
beams of atoms that have the same type
of coherence that characterizes light
lasers—have already been demonstrated
using Bose—Einstein condensates. Sci-
entists also are excited about using
atom lasers for nano-lithography and
for atom gyroscopes.

Hulet sees no fundamental reason
that they can't continue to chill the
atoms closer to absolute zero. Because
of limitations caused by the collapse of
the Bose—Einstein condensate in the
magnetic trap, however, further
progress will require the group to switch
from a magnetic trap to an optical trap
that uses focused laser beams to confine
the atoms.

Collaborating with Hulet on this re-
search are Rice University postdoctoral
scientist Andrew Truscott, graduate stu-
dents Kevin Strecker and Guthrie Par-
tridge, and William McAlexander, who
recently received his Ph.D. from Rice
and is currently with Agilent Laborato-
ries in Palo Alto, California. The team
reported its findings in Science maga-
zine. The research was supported by the
Office of Naval Research, NASA, the
National Science Foundation, and the
Robert A. Welch Foundation.
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ON THE BOOKSHELF

The Expatriate Factor
The experiences of immigrants who are forced to
leave their homelands and suffer feelings of loneliness,
isolation, and sadness often are explored by expatriate
filmmakers. Now those films are the focus of a new
book, An Accented Cinema: Exilic and Diasporic
Filmmaking (Princeton University Press, 2001), by
Rice professor of art and art history Hamid Naficy.

.kN ..kCCEN TED Cl N 11-1N1

Exilic and lliinapork Filmmaking

Since the 1960s, a new global cinema
has developed that is primarily di-
rected for and focused on displaced
people around the world, says Naficy,
who recently was appointed chair of
the art and art history department.
Naficy certainly has an insider's per-
spective on the subject: He emigrated
from Iran to the United States at the
age of 18, and for approximately eight
years, he produced documentary films
and educational television programs.
In preparing the 368-page book,

Naficy studied and wrote about 600
films produced by filmmakers in exile
and diaspora throughout the world,
such as Turkish filmmakers living in
Germany, Vietnamese filmmakers in
the United States, Palestinian and Ira-
nian filmmakers in Europe, and North
American and Argentinean filmmak-
ers in France. His in-depth look in-
cludes the filmmakers' personal expe-
riences of being in exile and diaspora

and explores the stories that the film-
makers are telling and the basis of
their ideas and creativity.
Although the filmmakers came from

different national, ethnic, and reli-
gious backgrounds, spoke different
languages, and experienced different
forms of exile and governments, Naficy
found many thematic and stylistic simi-
larities in their films. These similarities
form what he calls the films' "accent."
One of these common features is

multilinguality, which makes the ex-
perience of watching these films dif-
ferent from other films, says Naficy,
who is teaching a class about the topic.
Many of the characters are very lost,
split, and fragmented. Some of them
are in two places at once or often are
claustrophobic, which is a theme that
resonates with many immigrants. In
the films, the characters are caught in
situations of confinement, such as in
an apartment or a suitcase.

Also, he says, "The movies are highly
nostalgic. They're always looking back-
ward." The films juxtapose the expa-
triates' multiple worlds—the host
country, their homeland, and other
places. Many scenes are depictions of
their lives before and after their exile.
This comparative theme sometimes
offers criticism of both home and host
cultures, Naficy says, and can take
precedence over the movie's plot. "All
of these qualities," he says, "form the
accent."
In writing An Accented Cinema,

Naficy says he discovered many new
things about himself. Although he
emigrated from Iran to Los Angeles as
a student, he always has had sympathy
for displaced people. "It's been fun,"

he says of studying the films. "It's
been challenging and rewarding be-
cause it has allowed me to expand my
ideas about the world and myself."
Now, he says, he realizes that home

is more than a physical place and that
it can be in more than just one loca-
tion. Naficy feels that home is a mix-
ture of physical and cultural quali-
ties—the places in which one lives and
those one imagines in literature and
art. "I have created a third space in
which I mix and match from those two
primary homes," he says, "but I also
borrow from other places I've so-
journed and visited. Inhabiting this
third space is a very empowering expe-
rience."

Naficy also has written The Making
ofExile Cultures: Iranian Television in
Los Angeles (University of Minnesota
Press, 1993), which is being used
widely as a textbook in American,
European, and Australian universities.
He edited Home, Exile, Homeland:
Film, Media and the Politics of Place
(Routledge, 1995) and co-edited Oth-
erness and the Media: The Ethnography
of the Imagined and the Imaged
(Harwood Academic Press, 1993).

—ELLEN CHANG

Booknotes

Chaucer and Costume: The
Secular Pilgrims in the Gen-
eral Prologue, by Laura F.
Hodges '85 ( Boydell &
Brewer, Inc., 2000).

Concepts: Core Readings, ed-
ited by Eric Margolis, assis-
tant professor of philosophy
at Rice, and Stephen Laurence
(MIT Press, 1999).

The Enigma ofthe Oceanic Feel-
ing: Revisioning the Psychoana-
lytic Theory of Mysticism, by
William B. Parsons, associate
professor of religious studies
at Rice (Oxford University
Press, 1999).
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Honors for a
Monumental

Book
Scholars who have stud-
ied public monuments in
France frequently argue
that they evoke commu-
nity and social ties.

However, Daniel J. Sherman, profes-
sor of French and history at Rice,
takes a different approach in his book
The Construction of Memory in Inter-
war France (University of Chicago
Press, 2000). Through close study of
local practices, Sherman believes that
monuments and other commemora-
tive acts were successful not because
they found common ground, but be-
cause they embodied the tensions of
their historical context.
That argument has earned the book

several high honors since its publica-
tion. In 2000, it was included in Choice
magazine's list of Outstanding Aca-
demic Books for 2000 and was named
a winner in the 2000 Professional/
Scholarly Publishing Division annual
awards competition, a highly regarded
publishing industry prize. And in Janu-
ary of this year, the American Histori-
cal Association awarded it the J. Russell
Major Prize for the best work in En-
glish on any aspect of French history.
"This book is a very significant re-

vision of French nationalist narratives
of commemoration," states the
association's summary of Sherman's
book, "and it also has much to offer
anyone interested in how commemo-
rative practices work more generally."

Pregnancy and
childbirth are as
old as mammal life,
but that doesn't
mean the process is any
less daunting now to
first-time parents than it
has ever been. As anyone
who has had children knows,
it all begins with one ques-
tion—Am I pregnant?—and if
the answer to that is yes, then a
host of other questions rush in
to pester you and keep you
awake at night. Well, if you
have questions about your preg-
nancy, Jeffrey Thurston, M.D.
(Hanszen '78) has some an-
swers in his book 1000 Ques-
tions about Your Pregnancy
(Summit Publishing, 1997).

"In the course ofclinical prac-
tice over the last 20 years,"
Thurston writes, "I have come
to realize that there are many
common denominators in the
birth experience of all couples.
While there are as many choices
about how to have a baby as
there are people having them,
there remain 1,000 questions
that everyone seems to voice
consistently."
The book's more than 500

pages are divided into 10 sec-
tions that cover everything from
factors to consider before you
become pregnant to what to ex-
pect after the delivery. In be-
tween, he talks about physical
changes you'll undergo, prena-
tal care and fetal development,
labor, obstetric and medical com-
plications, and how different
drugs—illegal as well as prescrip-
tion—can affect fetal develop-

ment. Appendixes on dietary al-
lowances, body mass index, and
ultrasound follow the main sec-
tions. The information is de-
tailed but not technical and is
clearly delineated and presented
in a straightforward manner.
In addition to providing his

own explanations, Thurston
supplies numerous references
to articles, books, websites, and
organizations that will give pro-
spective parents a host of other
resources to answer their ques-
tions and concerns.
"It is indeed a miracle that a

woman can build another hu-
man being inside of herself,"
Thurston writes. "The goal of
this book is a simple one. It
embodies a wish to be a part of
this miraculous process, help-
ing in any small way possible
to lead you as a couple through
the transition from uncer-
tainty, and even abject terror,
to the joyous realization of a
new life created with unlim-
ited potential."

—CHRISTOPHER Dow
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Many Rice alumni currently preside as judges at various levels

of government. Four of them give an idea of what it's like to

become vassals to the law in order to serve the greater good.

1. [ii ri I S By D. Medina

I
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In the real world, Judge

Judy would be held in

contempt of court. TV

judges, those loud, sassy people who
fire opinions and stinging remarks at

litigants, demonstrate a far different de-

meanor from their true counterparts.

Real judges are sober, hardworking,

almost taciturn they usually issue a

minimum of statements to clarify a point
of law. Donning black robes, they sit

behind huge desks and listen patiently,

like wise owls perched on limbs. They

hear cases that cover the whole range

of human experience,

yet they must remain

dispassionate and fair.
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To No THE LAW
Douglas Inge Johnstone '63, who has served
for 17 years as a judge and is now an associate
judge of the Alabama Supreme Court, believes
that the black robe he wears means that he
must be disciplined enough to keep his person-
ality out of the cases he tries. "A judge is not
supposed to be an important person," he ex-
plains. "He is supposed to be a slave to the law.
A judge must make an effort to resolve the
cases on the ground of established law rather
than to usurp the legislative function by making
law." He concludes: "We justices, and the
judges at every level of the court system, must

Douglas Inge Johnstone '63
Associate Judge, Alabama Supreme Court
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walk the straight and narrow of the rule
of law."
As a boy growing up in Mobile, Alabama,

Johnstone often dreamed of becoming presi-
dent of the United States. "I know that sounds
stupid, but I was single-minded in trying to do
good," he says with his easily discernible south-
ern accent. "I had been painfully conscious of
the injustice all around me, and I thought it
was my job to do something about it," he ex-
plains, "and I never took my eyes off that ball."
Johnstone applied and was admitted to some

of the best schools in the country—Harvard,
Cornell, and Rice—and decided to head for
Rice because it offered him a full scholarship
and the chance to venture to Texas. The
Hanszen College resident concentrated on En-
glish and history in preparation for law school,
which he attended at Tulane University on a
scholarship. He completed his law studies in
1966.

legislators to make law; they elect judges to fol-
low the law. I was a legislator, and now I am a
judge," he says. "I know the difference."
Being a slave to the law is satisfying work, but

it is not a light-hearted occupation, he says, es-
pecially when you always have a mountain of
material to read and an equally big pile of writ-
ing to produce. Each month the court affirms
or reverses about 100 lower court decisions
and issues full written opinions in most cases.
In addition, each month, the court decides 100
or so petitions for writs of certiorari, which are
litigants' requests for the court to accept their
cases for review when the litigants are not en-
titled to an appeal to the supreme court as a
matter of right. Finally, each month the court
handles about 60 to 80 miscellaneous matters,
in which, typically, a party is asking the court to
issue a corrective instruction to a lower court
judge while he or she is still in the middle of
managing or trying a case. "You are inundated

"IHE PEOPLE ELECT LEGISLIITORS TO Mlila LK THEY ELECT JUDGES TO FOLLOW THE LF1. I WIIS El LEGISLATOR.
HD HOW I HM El JUDGE. I KNOW THE DIFFERENCE."

He went to work for his uncle's law firm,
Johnstone Adams, in Mobile, passed the bar
exam, and then joined the army. Following his
stint, he returned to work in his uncle's firm,
where he stayed until he was elected to the
Alabama House of Representatives, serving
from 1974 to 1978.
Instead of becoming president, Johnstone

entered the world of justice in 1984, when he
was appointed an Alabama district judge and
was elected to the office that same year. In
1985, he was appointed and then elected an
Alabama circuit judge and remained in that of-
fice through reelections until 1998, when he
was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court.
As an appellate judge, Johnstone says, he

must make sure that the court maintains a sys-
tem under which an innocent person stands .a
reasonable opportunity of either being acquit-
ted or even exonerated. "In other words, we
have to maintain fair rules of procedure and
evidence in order to ensure fair trials."
The function of a judge, he adds, is to follow

the law and not to make law. "The people elect

with work," Johnstone says. "An appellate
court justice always has briefs, transcripts, and
other opinions to read and opinions of his own
to write."
One of Johnstone's more important pub-

lished opinions is Rogers Foundation v. Powell,
which clarified the principle that the effect of a
contract on interstate commerce must be sub-
stantial before the Federal Arbitration Act can
apply.
In his 17 years of wearing the black robe,

Johnstone has learned that he must address
each case with the utmost care because some
cases involve matters of life and death, and
many cases will affect the parties for the rest
of their lives.
"My aspiration as a judge," he explains, "has

always been to guarantee every litigant a fair
trial and to maintain a fair system of substantive
law—the law that says what people can do and
can't do—to give people predictability and cer-
tainty in their lives without interfering in their
lives more than the necessary minimum."
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UNSEEN MASKS
Unlike Johnstone, Chief U.S. District Judge
for the District of New Mexico James A. Parker
'59 did not aspire at an early age to be a public
servant. After he graduated from Lamar High
School in Houston, Parker enrolled at Rice and
received a mechanical engineering degree, al-
though he never practiced in that field. "My se-
nior course in thermodynamics convinced me
that I shouldn't be an engineer," he says face-
tiously.
Legal studies, he felt, was more suited to his

talents, so he earned a law degree at the Uni-
versity of Texas in 1962. Almost immediately
after he graduated, he and his wife, Florence
'62, moved to Albuquerque because they
wanted to live in a relatively small community.
Parker worked for Modrall, Sperling, Roehl,
Harris & Sisk for 25 years, practicing civil liti-
gation, banking law, real estate law, and profes-
sional liability defense work.

In 1987, President Ronald Reagan ap-
pointed Parker to the U.S. District Court of
the District of New Mexico. "It was a welcome
change after practicing law for 25 years," he
says. "It's been fascinating. You get to deal
with such a variety of cases."

rected the federal government to hand over
thousands of classified documents for his in-
camera review to see if the defense was right in
asserting that Lee had been prosecuted simply
for being Chinese. It was a decision that caused
Parker long nights of hard work.
His entire staff of law clerks, secretary, and

court reporter were interviewed by the FBI and
had to obtain high security clearances to work
on the case. All the documents had to be kept
in a safe in the judge's chamber, and only a few
people knew the combination. Everyone,
Parker included, had to sign for the documents
every time they were checked out or returned.
And the documents had to remain with Parker
at all times, even when he went to the
restroom. "It was particularly difficult for me
because I like to take documents home," he
says. "But I couldn't, so I had to work late
nights at the courthouse."
To make matters worse, there was a file in

Washington, D.C., that was not permitted to
leave the governmental agency without a custo-
dian. So every time Parker wanted to review
that particular file, a government official took
the documents to New Mexico and remained
present while the judge studied the materials.
Also, any notes Parker took from the classified
information became, in turn, classified informa-
tion.

THE CHSE IIHRIKEH WILL NEVER HIRT IS riNITEN IfITES V. FM liii LEE, LEE WRS THE fOHMEH IRS
SCIENTIST HOSED OE MISHMING KUHR WPM SECRETS,

Parker presides over one of the busiest federal
courts in the country. In his 14 years as a fed-
eral judge, he has handled a heavy civil caseload
and a long string of criminal cases, mostly im-
migration, drug, and Indian reservation of-
fenses. But the case Parker will never forget is
United States v. Wen Ho Lee. Lee was the
former Los Alamos scientist accused of mishan-
dling nuclear weapons secrets.
"It was an extremely difficult case to manage

because of the volume of classified informa-
tion," he explains.
Before the trial began, Parker ordered that

Lee be released from jail under highly restric-
tive conditions of home detention. He then di-

RCS

Another memorable case for Parker is United
States v. Corrow, which was the nation's first
prosecution of a defendant for violating the
Native American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act. Passed in 1990, the primary pur-
pose of the act requires institutions that have
collected sacred Indians articles to return them
to the appropriate Indian tribe. In this case, the
defendant had purchased ceremonial masks, or
rei B'Chei, for $10,000 from a Navajo medi-
cine man's widow, and he intended to resell
them. According to traditional Navajo belief,
the masks are living beings or gods, and it is
considered offensive to take them out of their
historical boundaries.
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The Navajos consented to moving
the masks to the courthouse in Albu-
querque for the trial, but they did
not want people other than tradi-
tional Navajos to look at them be-
cause they consider that an act of
blasphemy. Consequently, the masks
were kept in a cardboard box in front
of the judge's bench. Parker and the
jury never got to see them. The only
people allowed to look in the box
were five Navajo medicine men, or
Hattali, who would take a peek at
the masks before they testified. The
defendant was found guilty of traf-
ficking in cultural patrimony, was
placed on probation for five years,
and was forced to return the masks to
the Navajo Nation. The widow kept
the $10,000.

James A. Parker '59
'ct Judge, District of New Mexico
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Sharon Kr '75
judge, Texas Court of Criminal ;Weals

Photo by Tommy LaVergne

RULES OF hum
When Sharon Keller '75 was
elected to the Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals in 1994, she be-
came the first woman to sit on the
state's highest criminal court. She
modestly attributes her success to
belonging to a strong political
party. "Republican women are a
big strength in Texas," she ex-
plains. "It is helpful for a Republi-
can to be a woman; it helps them
get elected."
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But Keller had more than a party to thank.
Her background had amply prepared her for
her new challenge. At Rice she intended to
study math and science and become a physicist,
but she fell in love with studying ideas and
logic instead, and she changed her major to
philosophy. After she graduated in 1975, her
parents suggested she study law, and she re-
turned to her hometown of Dallas and earned a
J.D. degree at Southern Methodist University
School of Law in 1978.

Keller was employed by a solo law practitio-
ner for several years then took time off from
law to raise her child, working in her parents'
restaurant business until her son was old
enough to attend school. In 1987, she joined
the Dallas County District Attorney's office as
an assistant district attorney in the appellate
section, and she remained there until her elec-
tion to the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals
in 1994.
After seven years of sitting on the bench,

Keller says she still loves her job despite the
heavy worldoad. "This is the busiest appellate
court in the country," she explains. Her court
handles about 10,000 matters a year, which in-
clude 7,200 postconviction writ applications
and 50 death penalty appeals. Keller says she
reads about 4,000 pleadings a year, and be-
cause she is the presiding judge, she must
handle administrative concerns and deal with
state legislators.

Among Keller's most important opinions is
Cain v. State, in which she states that a convic-
tion should not be reversed if an error that oc-
curred during the trial is harmless. In Ex Parte
Ervin, she argued that the state violates the
double jeopardy clause in a drunken-driving
killing when it tries to obtain one conviction
for manslaughter and another conviction for in-
toxicated manslaughter. In John William King
v. State, Keller ruled in favor of the death sen-
tence for the defendant who participated in the
Jasper dragging death of James Byrd.
What she appreciates more than writing is

having a say in which way the criminal court is
heading. "My goal is for the court to continue
producing a consistent body of law," she says.
"That is very important to litigants, trial
judges, and appellate judges. They need to
know what the law is and not have it change
capriciously." One of the worst things an appel-
late court can do, she adds, is to address issues
on an ad hoc basis. "Appellate courts get into
trouble when judges start thinking they can
substitute their thinking for the jury."
Following her common sense approach,

Keller has strict rules about how to address the
court. In a petitioner's manual she writes:
"When you come to the court to argue, re-
member that you are not in front of a jury.
Please: do not pace around the podium, do
not raise your voice, and do not refer to the
court as 'you guys.' My personal opinion is that

MR COUR HEINLE UHT 1 IN NM H VEHH, WHICH INCLUDE 1.3 POSICHHVICTION IT
HPPLICHTIOHS HD HEHTH MEV PBS.

Her training in philosophy and logic has
helped her in writing legal opinions. "Appellate
briefs are essentially a logical argument," she
says. "Writing opinions is one of my favorite
things, though I don't get to write much be-
cause of the overwhelming work." Her col-
leagues have lauded her opinions for adding
common sense to the law

flippancy is out of place and jokes are almost al-
ways inappropriate. . . . Read the rules and fol-
low them."
With that admonishment, one can only think:

Here comes the judge, and she means business.
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THEiHNIESTOFTHOECOS
William Robert "Bob" Parks, presiding judge
of the 143rd Judicial District of Texas, gradu-
ated from Rice in 1973 with a history degree,
earned his law degree in 1976 at the University
of Texas at Austin, and quickly became a part-
ner at Kerr, Fitzgerald & Kerr law firm in Mid-
land, Texas.
He never wavered in his decision to pursue a

career in law. "Law is a tool for assisting
people," he explains. "It is a way to help people
achieve legitimate ends. It is something I al-
ways had an interest in, so it was a pretty natu-
ral course to follow."
In 1981, Parks returned to his hometown of

Monahans in West Texas and worked as a solo
practitioner and city attorney. In 1986, he was
appointed judge of the 143rd Judicial District
of Texas, which includes the rural counties of
Loving, Reeves, and Ward. "I have a big set of
keys," he says, "and I have to get up a bit ear-
lier to get to the different courts."
As the only district judge in three counties,

Parks tries between 1,300 to 1,800 cases a year.
The cases range from family law, which includes
divorce, child custody, and adoption; to felony
criminal cases such as capital murder, drugs,
and burglary; to civil cases that deal with con-
tract disputes, personal injury, and oil and gas
litigation; to juvenile cases and appeals of pro-
bate issues.

man experience, from very funny to very poi-
gnant and sad episodes."
Among Parks's more notable cases with pub-

lished appellate opinions is Eugene Williams v. the
State of Texas, in which a postal worker was con-
victed in the shooting death of his wife. In Ben-
eficial Personnel Services of Texas, Inc. v. Noel
Porras, the company was found to have fraudu-
lently represented benefits available to the em-
ployee. In Robert K. Hutchins v. Chevron U.S.A.,
Inc., the jury and Parks ruled that the gas com-
pany had not underpaid royalties.
Unlike an appellate court judge, Parks doesn't

write opinions. In jury trials, his job is to decide
that evidence is admissible in a trial, to maintain
the proper procedures, to submit instruction and
questions to the jury, and to render a judgment
on the jury verdict. "I make sure that people re-
ceive as fair a trial as can be delivered," he says.
Making decisions off the cuff can be quite diffi-
cult, he admits, especially when there are two
good attorneys battling each other. "You have to
maintain your confidence," he says, "and you try
to make the trial as error free as possible."
Being a judge, says Parks, is a 24-hour job be-

cause a judge has to be fair inside and outside the
courtroom and has to work diligently to be
above the dispute at hand. "You have to be fair
not only in action, but you have to be perceived
as being fair as well," he says. "You can't wear
prejudice on your sleeve or in your mind, be-
cause if you walk in there with big preconcep-
tions, you are not being open to the case."

1110M MY RICH, SEE HE WHOLE MEE OE HRMIIN EXPERIENCE.
MEN VERY HINNY 10 VERY POIGNRII RR SR EPISODES.

He is very knowledgeable about oil and gas
laws, which are a big issue in oil-rich West
Texas. Disputes over ownership of oil and gas
leases are a frequent occurrence and involve
millions of dollars. More than half of his docket
deals with divorce, child custody, and child
support enforcement or modification. Parks has
also handled some notorious murder cases. "I
don't have to watch soap operas," Parks says.
"From my bench, I see the whole range of hu-

Despite all the tragedies that pass through his
court, Parks says he still believes that human be-
ings have the ability to improve themselves and
that the court system is there to help them find
justice.
"On the whole, we have a system of law and

procedures that result in a great deal of justice.
Nothing is perfect, of course, and we have to
constantly work to improve it. But overall, we
have a very sophisticated system of justice. It is
one of the great achievements of American
political life."
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William Robert "Bob" Parks '73
Presiding Judge, 143rd Judicial District of Texas

Hard working and tenacious describes
most Rice graduates, and most people
would like to think they advocate a sense
of fairness and justice. But these four
alumni, and judges everywhere, have
made it their business to conscientiously
strive for these goals daily. Their deci-
sions interpret the law, and our legal
system hangs in the balance.
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<1 turned away from a lecture
• on the Dead Sea Scrolls; a
u • performance of plainsong
• chant written by one of the

great geniuses of medieval
• Europe, Hildegard of

Bingen, on the 900th anni-
versary of her birth; a Chi-

nese film festival drawing in viewers from all across
Houston; a live demonstration titled "The Spiritual
Dimension of African American Martial Arts in the
Diaspora."
At first glance, these events, chosen from dozens

that could have been mentioned, seem so different
from each other that you may be surprised to learn that
they were sponsored, at least in part, by the same Rice
interdisciplinary institute: the Center for the Study of
Cultures (CSC).
The CSC is a sort of clearinghouse—and funding

machine—for humanities- and social sciences-centered
interdisciplinary studies projects at Rice. In fact, Gale
Stokes, dean of humanities, who oversees the CSC,
refers to it as "the intellectual backbone of the humani-
ties." But it is more than that. The CSC is a vehicle
through which the humanities and the social sciences
can benefit from mutual interaction and discourse as

ford2A-r- Utkuck

• Picture these Rice campus
scenes: overflow crowds

1 \

they deal with significant and interesting issues.
The CSC's roots are a very informal discussion

group started in 1984 by members of the anthropol-
ogy faculty, George Marcus in particular, who were
interested in exploring the ways that postmodernism,
in its various guises, was influencing their fields of
study. Stephen Tyler, the Herbert S. Autrey Professor
of Anthropology and Linguistics, who has been with
the group since the beginning, says, "The '80s were a
very interesting time for the `posties'—
poststructuralism, postmodernism. We were inter-
ested in critiques of 'realism' in writing, especially
anthropological writing. Then we started asking people
from other departments to do brown-bag lectures,
and we became an interdisciplinary discussion group."
The group needed a name, so they facetiously called

themselves the Rice Circle, a takeoff on the Vienna
Circle, an interdisciplinary group whose work was
central to the development of logical positivism. "We
wanted to subvert the idea of logical positivism by
focusing on the 'crisis of representation,' Tyler ex-
plains. Members of the philosophy, English, history,
anthropology, and sociology departments showed up,
"and even a few strays from the other side of campus,"
as Tyler jokingly describes the science and engineering
departments.
The CSC has been so successful in uniting the

departments that it is easy to forget how strong the
walls between them once were. "People would say, 'as
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a historian' or 'as an anthropologist,' as if there were
a set of assumptions that came with each field," Tyler
says. So at that time, the chance to communicate at the
highest intellectual level with members of other de-
partments, with each speaker more or less represent-
ing his or her field's own unique way of looking at the
world, was both exhilarating and daunting. But that
began to change. As David Nirenberg, former Rice
professor of history and the CSC's third director, puts
it, "The center encourages the disciplines not to be
too provincial, too reliant on the orthodoxies of the
moment."
Around 1987, President George Rupp began en-

couraging the development of institutes within the
departments, and the Rice Circle was a likely target for
such a transformation. The prospect did not delight all
the Circle's members. "I thought it was the death knell
of the fun part—the bureaucratization of the imagina-
tion," Tyler says. Michael Fischer of the anthropology
department, a founding member of the Rice Circle,
became the first director, and the Circle evolved into
a discussion group centered around invited
speakers.

Now that the center was a for-
mal element of the university,
debate began on how it should
grow and what it should become.
Thomas L. Haskell, the Samuel
G. McCann Professor of History,
who succeeded Fischer as director
in February 1993 after Fischer
went to the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, recalls that

"some wanted to make it a Center for Cultural Studies
like the one at the University of Birmingham in
England." But that rather bland-sounding name came
with some baggage because it was strongly associated
with postmodernism and postcolonial studies—with
scholars, Haskell says, "who had a more extreme take
on things." The Rice group chose a less politically
charged but equally descriptive designation in 1993
and called the new institute the Center for the Study
of Cultures. But finding a new name was only the first
of Haskell's labors. He'd taken charge several months
after Fischer's departure, and during that time, he
recalls, the center had "virtually collapsed."
A committee, led by Meredith Skura, the Libby

Shearn Moody Professor of English, was formed to
evaluate the center, and it both praised Fischer's
ecumenical leadership and recommended several
changes, mostly to do with the center's organization.
Among other suggestions, the committee encouraged
the formation of an advisory panel to share decision-
making responsibility with the director. The commit-
tee also called for the center to receive its own office
space and staff support. By 1995, Pam Walker was on

tzstre,
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board as the first assistant director.
From the beginning, the CSC promoted the reading

and study groups that brought together faculty from
various departments to discuss common interests. One
of these, the Feminist Reading Group, is not only one
of the oldest but, over time, has become the largest
group sponsored by the CSC and was among the first
to include graduate students. And as the center ex-
panded, it became better at finding the money to bring
in outside speakers and to fund conferences and sympo-
sia that were proposed by the Rice faculty. Walker had
to take on, Haskell wrote in the fall 1997 issue of
Dialogue, the CSC's newsletter, a "blizzard of paper-
work created by bringing to campus 80 to 110 visitors
during a typical year."T

In 1996, professor of history
Richard Wolin organized a lecture
series, "Historians on the Holo-
caust: A Fin de Siecle Perspective,"
that was supported not only by the
CSC but also by the dean of hu-
manities and the Department of

Religious Studies. During this series, Christopher
Browning of Pacific Lutheran University, perhaps the
leading American historian of the Holocaust, chal-
lenged Daniel Goldhagen's view, expressed in his best-
selling Hitler's Willing Executioners, that German
anti-semitism alone was sufficient to explain that
monumental atrocity. Michael Marrus ( history,
Toronto) spoke on the Catholic Church and Pope
Pius XII's response to the tragedy, and Gulie Ne'man
Arad (history, Tel Aviv) gave a talk on the ways that,
in the United States, Holocaust remembrance has
replaced traditional Jewish practices as a way of ex-
pressing Jewish identity. The lectures were each at-
tended by 100 people, on average, including many
from the Houston community.
In 1997, the Asian Studies Workshop, coordinated

by Richard J. Smith, the George and Nancy Rupp
Professor of Humanities and professor of history, met
periodically during the year to discuss its members'
research. After the death of China's paramount leader,
Deng Xiaoping, the group organized an informal
faculty—student roundtable to discuss the event's im-
plications. A highlight of the year, however, was the
April conference, "Rethinking Area and Ethnic Stud-
ies: The Case of China," which attracted scholars from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Mainland China, and the United
States. The conference led to the establishment of the
Consortium on Contemporary Chinese Studies, a
permanent cooperative venture among the schools
that were represented at the conference and among
other schools as well.
As former associate director Colleen Morimoto

explains, getting funding partners is a key to the CSC's
agenda. "A conference that really costs $40,000 we
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probably fund at $10,000," she says. "The CSC tries
not to be the sole funder. To attract a broader audi-
ence, we want to make sure conferences are funded by
various groups, including professors' home depart-
ments."
For example, the CSC and the James A. Baker III

Institute for Public Policy have collaborated on various
conferences. David Nirenberg recalls that when he was
director, the center and the Baker Institute worked
together on a conference about "Violence and Sectarian-
ism." In Nirenberg's view, it is this kind of beyond-the-
humanities collaboration that separates the CSC from
other centers for cultural studies. "The CSC is unique,"
he says, "because it joins the social sciences with the
humanities."
These conferences are one way that the CSC has

helped connect Rice faculty and students with the
greater world. Not coincidentally, such CSC confer-
ences and symposia, along with the reading and study
groups and the annual CSC fellowships—which
give three faculty members a semester off from their
teaching duties so they can pursue their research
interests—help in both recruiting and retaining
faculty.

While no one disputes that Rice is
in the upper echelon of American and
world universities, it is geographically
outside of the country's locus of intel-
lectual life, the Northeast. As Werner
Kelber, current director of the CSC,
points out, "You have scores of colleges
and universities in the Boston area. If

you teach at any one of them, you are in constant
contact with peers from other institutions." While
Rice and the CSC do frequently collaborate with other
area colleges and universities, Houston does lack the
Northeast's critical mass in intellectual matters—a
potential problem in retaining faculty.
"It's difficult to retain the very best faculty," says

Stokes. "But they don't leave for money; they leave for
intellectual stimulation." He remembers a "philoso-
phy of science teacher who left for Cal Tech because
they had three other philosophers of science there. He
wanted to participate in their ongoing conversation."
CSC programs help bridge the geographic gap by
bringing in scholars who connect Rice faculty and
students to the wider world. And this encourages
faculty who are otherwise happy at Rice not to stray
but to stay on.

Intellectual stimulation for the faculty is accom-
plished not only by bringing in outside scholars but
also by acquainting the Rice faculty with one another
and by introducing the various departments to the
methodologies of others. Helena Michie, professor of
English, gives an example of how that works. She is a
longtime member, and sometime coordinator, of the

110

study group known, somewhat ironically, as NICE
(Nineteenth Century Enquiry). "NICE is noted for
being very contentious," Michie says. "One of the
pleasures and horrors of interdisciplinary work is that
different disciplines have different ideas about what
constitutes proof. We literature professors think we're
doing good historical work, but then historians pull us
up and say, 'You're not real historians."
Learning history methodologies has been instruc-

tive for Michie. "Interdisciplinary work challenges
and clarifies your commitments," she says. She re-
ceived a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1997 to research
Victorian honeymoons to better understand late 19th-
century views about culture, love, and sexual aware-
ness, and her project includes subjecting private writ-
ings, such as diaries and journals, to the same scrutiny
as published literature. Her research showed that "a
lot of honeymooners got sick on honeymoons. A
literature person would tend to interpret this in psy-
chological terms, but history colleagues say, 'When
people travel, they get germs." So Michie had to go
back and compare honeymoon trips with accounts of
other kinds of trips to see if her subjects tended to get
sick every time they traveled or just on honeymoons.
"The flash point is always about the interpretation of
evidence," she says. E

dith Wyschogrod, the J. New-
ton Rayzor Professor of Philosophy
and Religious Thought, researches

c and teaches contemporary German
- and French thought, subjects ap-

parently far removed from many of
the concerns expressed through
CSC programs. But, she says, "I've
learned a tremendous amount from

colleagues and visitors." In her research into
worldwide violence, she has analyzed the work of a
French philosopher who discusses a fundamental way
in which people are virtually programmed to resist
violence. "His claim is that ifyou look at a human face,
you see a kind of commandment that says, 'Don't kill
that person.' In reading Asian texts, I was struck by the
philosophy of the Joins, who develop the idea of
noninjury to life. I can bring this similarity to students;
they love hearing about Asian thought."
In 1997, Haskell turned over the CSC reins to David

Nirenberg, who immediately distinguished himself as a
fundraiser. In 1999 alone, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation awarded the CSC a $1,475,000 matching
grant, the National Endowment of the Humanities
gave a $400,000 four-to-one matching grant to attract
distinguished visiting faculty, and the Rockwell Fund
Inc. pledged $500,000. These funds went to pay for
two of the CSC's most exciting new initiatives: the
Distinguished Visiting Scholars Program and the
Woodrow Wilson Postdoctoral Fellow program.
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Rice plays host to visiting scholars throughout the
year, but that experience is intensified in the Distin-
guished Visiting Scholars Program, which brings in-
tellectual luminaries to campus for weeks at a time.
The first of the visiting scholars came last fall, when Jan
and Aleida Assman arrived from Germany, where he is
a well-known Egyptologist at the University ofHeidel-
berg and she is a note-worthy professor of English and
corn arative literature at the University of Konstanz.
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The two scholars, who were
delighted to be working together—a rare occurrence
for them because they teach at two different universi-
ties and work in two very different fields—explored
with Rice faculty and students the subject of "cultural
memory." Currently of considerable interest in the
humanities, cultural memory involves the ways history
and culture influence our memories and the ways our
personal memories affect our view of history. The
Assmans were able to apply the research methods of
cultural memory to their own fields, with talks ranging
from ancient Egypt to the Holocaust.
The Assmans gave public lectures and worked to-

gether in workshops and discussion groups. They
stayed at Rice for three weeks and returned to Ger-
many raving about the quality of the Rice campus,
Rice hospitality, and Rice intellectual life, as have many
other visiting scholars. And therein lies another major
benefit wrought by the CSC—reinforcing Rice's out-
standing role in the global intellectual community.
The first of the Woodrow Wilson Postdoctoral

Fellows, Thomas E. Jenkins, (Harvard '99) taught
courses here last year on the Roman novel and Greek
civilization and continued his research into topics such
as oral literature and ancient and modern drama.
How does one organization consisting of a single

full-time employee and a faculty director accomplish
so much? For one thing, faculty director Werner
Kelber, the Isla Carroll Turner and Percy E. Turner
Professor of Religious Studies, puts in much more
time on the CSC than he is strictly required to. He's
simply so excited about the CSC's interdisciplinary,
intercontinental approach that he's driven to accom-
plish as much as possible. He is provided some relief
from teaching duties, but as professor and director of
the CSC, he in fact works two nearly full-time jobs.
But when he says, "Faculty proposals for conferences
and symposia are accelerating at an incredible rate," he

isn't complaining—he's reveling.
In fact, many CSC participants are eager to see the

center go further still and bring about a long-dreamed-
of collaboration between the humanities and the hard
sciences. "The next wave should be crossing the line
between science and humanities," Wyschogrod says,
and she has led the way by inviting Patricia Reiff,
professor ofphysics and astronomy and director of the
Rice Space Institute, to her philosophy classes. "Many

_humanities students are science majors,"
---IIIIIIIIIh' Wyschogrod points out. "My students were

ecstatic about my interaction with Reiff. They
want to expand on that."
Like Wyschogrod, Kelber is eager to see the
CSC deepen its investigations of the relation-
ship between the humanities and technology.
"Technology is too important to be left to the
technicians," says Kelber. Both Kelber and

Wyschogrod, and others too, want to see the CSC
study the effect that universal computer use is having
on the humanities—just as Stephen Tyler and other
anthropologists are interested in studying the ways
that written culture changed the oral culture that
preceded it. To that end, the CSC will sponsor the first
North American conference to bring together both
computer scientists and experts in the humanities. The
conference, titled "Carnegie Conference on Humani-
ties and the Digital Revolution," is scheduled for next
spring.
Other CSC participants want to see the center

expand its work in more concrete ways. Michie wishes
that the center were an actual place—a building rather
than an office, as is the case at the University of
California. "My own feeling is that the CSC could take
further steps and do residency programs, like the
University of California does. When faculty there
apply for leaves, they actually move to the center.
There's a geographic component to their working
together. I would like to see more emphasis on group
work."

Reflecting on the CSC, Michie almost makes it
sound like the center has been too successful for its
own good. "It's so interwoven with intellectual life at
Rice that we sometimes consume its benefits without
noticing all the other things the center makes possible,
such as funding for given programs."
Also, the revolution in interdisciplinary thinking

that the CSC helped to bring about has been so
influential that it has spread to almost every depart-
ment and center at Rice. Now it's hard to remember
the time when faculty used to tend their own disci-
plines' gardens and no other. Today, no Rice English
professor would think twice about asking a historian
for advice or about giving advice in return. That's
simply the way the world—and Rice—works these
days.
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the long-
gone days of steamer

trunks and grand tours,
many a young man ended his for-
mal schooling with a year or so of
traveling "the Continent." In cer-
tain circles, seeing the world, or at
least the capitals of Europe, was
seen as the proper cap to a
gentleman's education.
The idea is still with us, but the

international adventures that en-
hance the education of many of
today's Rice students make the old
style of travel seem quaint. Theyare not forsaking the world's well-
traveled locales, but these days, a
focused curiosity about the world
inspires them to itineraries that
offer something beyond just
glimpses of life in another place.
Their travels also promise to im-
merse them in foreign cultures,
test their adaptability, and some-
times even make them witnesses to
world history.
For every student on a tradi-

tional tour of art museums, there is
another involved in a public-works
project in a developing country, aswas Rice senior Mike Flynn-
O'Brien during part of his four
months in Uganda. Some realize a
dream, like junior Donald Yeh who
performed in the famed La Scala
opera house when he took a se-mester-long break from engineer-ing courses at Rice to study musicin Milan, Italy. Several, such as
Heather Liapis, who gambled on a

at the University of
year

Queensland in Australia, commit-
ted themselves to living among
people they had never met in a
place further from home than they
had ever been. And yet others

Turkey with a chronic stomach
ailment, near riots during a cham-
pionship soccer match, and vari-
ous crises at home.
In the 2001-02 academic year,

"Sheep at Lake's Edge" by Emily Landis, Bedami, India

stayed a tough course, as junior 200 Rice students are expected to
chemistry major Stephen Straight be on a formal program of study in
did when life seemed to "self-de- another country, says Vicki Seefeldt
struct," forcing him to grapple West, study abroad adviser for hu-
during his four-month sojourn in manities and social science majors.
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— "Azul" by Patrick Quayle, Antigua, Guatemala

That is equivalent to more than 7
percent of the undergraduate stu-
dent body.
The concept of studying abroad,

once mostly the domain of for-
eign-language and art-history ma-
jors, has now become a common
part of degree plans throughout
the United States. So committed is
Rice to study abroad that it is one
of the few U.S. universities or col-
leges to transfer all financial aid to
the traveling student. In other
words, any student attending Rice
on a scholarship, grant, or loan will
receive the same financial support
for his or her approved interna-
tional program.

This philosophy occasionally
costs Rice in revenue—all institu-
tional grants must be converted
into real dollars, for instance—but
yields a more broadly educated
student body. It also makes study
abroad possible for many students
who otherwise couldn't afford the
opportunity. An additional $600
stipend is granted for transporta-
tion to every Rice student on a
direct exchange with a foreign uni-
versity.
With the aid, Associate Director

for International Training Shan-
non Cates points out, many stu-
dents' international study programs
end up costing less than the equi-

valent time home at Rice. But that's
not always the case. Some of the
most expensive locations are not
big cities, despite what might be
expected, but remote locations in
developing countries. Low costs of
living—most housing in such situ-
ations is with host families—are
offset by the high costs of other
necessities, including transporta-
tion and tuition for a sponsoring
institution's infrastructure of sup-
port.
Regardless of the location they

choose, most students relish the
experience, saying it adds flexibil-
ity to their approach to life and
gives them perspective on the con-
veniences of their homeland. "It
helps you cope with different per-
sonalities and nationalities you will
meet later in your life on the job
and other places," Yeh explains.
But there is no guarantee that

any experience will be a bed of
roses, and problems can pop up
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even for seasoned travelers. The
Office of International Programs
staff eliminates as many problems
as they can anticipate by stressing
the importance of thoughtful ad-
vance planning. For example, they
caution students against choosing
trouble spots that are known to
present unmanageable dangers.
With evaluations from returning
students and insights swapped
among their study-abroad col-
leagues around the world, as well
as experience gained through their
own visits to many participating
institutions, they often can share
insiders' views about choices that a
student may have overlooked.
Only a handful of students set up

their own international study start
to finish. Almost all turn to the
Office of International Programs,
many to organize the entire trip,
others at least for a hand with
details. The office's staff, equiva-
lent to four full-time employees,
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— "Cathedral of Salamanca"
Salamanca, Spain

encourages students to come by
early in their freshman year to get
acquainted with the possibilities of
study or work in another country.
The sooner a student starts to plan,
the more options will be available.
The staff's expertise includes

helping students select programs,
preparing students and family mem-
bers for the time away, assisting in
the readying of documents and
plans, and staying ever on the alert
to assist faraway students with prob-
lems. They also counsel some stu-
dents on how to apply to especially
competitive programs and oversee
exchanges of students, and some-
times faculty, between Rice and

by Kathryn Dalton,

universities in other countries. One
counselor, Andrea Battle, arranges
international internships and work
programs, which is a new involve-
ment for the office.
Once the program is chosen, the

study-abroad staff does more than
just provide information on day-
to-day coping skills, such as how
proper eating can help ensure
health away from home. They also
double-check that students make
what-if arrangements for getting
medical care where they will be.
If problems seem overwhelm-

ing, the staffmembers become tele-
phone resources to help find local
solutions, or occasionally, they are
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"Recess—Glasgow Primary School" by William Vasquez,
Glasgow, Scotland

called on to just lend sympathetic
ears and to encourage students in
getting past rough adjustments.
Parents can use a little coaching

on what to expect, too. Seeing
their son or daughter leave home
for unexpected adventures in a far-
away place, especially in an unfa-
miliar country, can be unnerving.
"They deserve some thanks for
putting aside their own worries for
their child's benefit. My mom was
a little nervous, but I think she saw
the advantage," says Mike Flynn-
O'Brien about his decision to study
in Uganda.

Fortunately, the most common
complaint of students is nothing
worse than homesickness. And that
is so universal that it's almost un-
avoidable, Seefeldt West says. She
and her colleagues don't counsel
students on how to avoid home-
sickness as much as how to deal
with it when it inevitably strikes. It
helps to understand the process
ahead of time, she says, "but no
matter what you do, you can't
avoid it."
The first bout of homesickness

will likely be set off by another
unavoidable distress: culture shock.
Even students spending time in
the English-speaking countries that

seem most similar to home soon
have to come to terms with being
an outsider. It's not bothersome at
first, Cates says, when the newness
is exciting. Once some of the nov-
elty wears off, getting by day-to-
day in an unfamiliar place starts to
require work. Although jetlagged
from his flight, Straight was in-
spired, even awed by his exotic
surroundings as he stepped out of
the plane in Turkey. Days later, he
was less enthralled to find that
washing machines there have un-
familiar knobs, bafflingly long
cycles, and instructions only in
Turkish. He mastered the
Laundromat, but it took some
time—and a few bungled wash
loads.
New coping skills make each bout

of homesickness easier to bear,
Cates explains, but the flip side is
that growing familiarity does
dampen the sense of adventure a
bit. The swings between enchant-
ment and frustration never com-
pletely end, though, even for long-
time expatriates. "It's like a ball
bouncing," Straight says. "The first
time, it bounces really high then
hits the ground hard. The second
time it bounces less high but comes
down a bit easier. With each

bounce, the highs and lows get a
little less."

After returning from their trav-
els, students are likely to need an-
other period of adjustment to settle
back into the routine of life at
home. The situation is much like
culture shock, but milder and in
reverse. "You come back and things
are the same, but you're not the
same," Flynn-O'Brien says. "That's
such a cliché that I hate to even say
it, but it's true." While even rou-
tine tasks during his four months
in Uganda were punctuated by
new, very foreign sights and expe-
riences, his daily routines in Hous-
ton and his hometown of Albu-
querque are not. "The first thing I
noticed when I got back," he says,
"is that the days were predictable."

Despite the challenges, or actu-
ally because of them, study-abroad
students praise the experience and
the chance it provides to test their
mettle and have fun at the same
time. "I don't know anyone who's
gone abroad who's regretted it,"
Yeh says. Each student points to a
unique difference it has made in
his or her life. For Liapis, it's a
change in how she deals with new
people and situations. "I'm a little
more outgoing," she says. For oth-
ers, it's a new appreciation ofhome,
a validation of the ability to cope in
new situations, a discovery of per-
sonal fondness for foreign travel,
or just an invitation to amazing,
once-in-a-lifetime sights and ex-
periences.
Flynn-O'Brien's advice: "You get

about eight semesters or so at col-
lege. You can certainly devote one
or two of those to something that
can change your life."
Most of the study-abroad pro-

grams the Rice office negotiates
for students are listed on its website
at www.ruf.rice.edu/-abroad.
Browsing the list is a good first step
to get students acquainted with
programs that may be available
and suitable to their needs.

.9319 . "Studying Whites" by Joslyn Meier, Sanankoroba, Mali
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Thinking of study abroad? Here's
some advice from the experts:
Rice students newly returned
from their travels and a counselor
with the Office of International
Programs.

Stephen Straight
Junior, chemistry major
Four months in Turkey, 2001
Global Engineering Educa-
tional Exchange Program

• Decide ahead how to invest
your precious weekends. You
can either explore from your
home base at every opportu-
nity, or you can live like a local.
Exploring in your off time can
take you to once-in-a-lifetime
sites, but it won't make you
friends in your neighborhood.
Wiling away your off hours in
local cafes or at the grocer's
will unveil nuances oflocal cul-
ture, but it can't broaden your
view beyond where you live.
Concentrate on the style that
meets your needs because,
while each is good, you cannot
juggle both.

• Bring twice the music CDs but
only half the clothes you ex-
pect to want. Infusions of
American pop-culture music
can give you a familiar toehold
when your new world seems
too foreign. And don't forget
snacks—Straight craved Skittles
candy and Dr Pepper in Tur-
key.

• Know your limitations. Defin-
ing the kind of program and
culture that match your inter-
ests will help you and your
study-abroad adviser devise a
program that will best fit you.

Heather Li apis
Senior, psychology major
One year in Australia, 2000-01
Direct enrollment into Univer-
sity of Queensland

• Don't do your study abroad
with a group of friends. Go by
yourself. Braving the unknown
alone makes you more confi-
dent of your own abilities.

• Give it a try. Regardless of what
people tell you to expect,
everyone's response to living
abroad is different. You'll have
to find out on your own how
you can thrive in your new sur-
roundings.

Donald Yeh
Junior, engineering major
One semester in Italy, 2000
International Education of
Students Program

• Learn the language. Being able
to communicate gives you a
depth of experience you will
otherwise miss.

• Plan ahead, starting as a fresh-
man. Crafting a degree plan
with flexibility allowed Yeh to
reserve a semester for just elec-
tives, the ideal time for him to
take courses abroad.

• Take the opportunity to go
abroad as an undergraduate
while Rice's international-study
counselors are on hand to
smooth over any logistical chal-
lenges. You'll have plenty of
time, postgraduation, to rem-
edy all sorts of travel problems
for yourself.

Vicki Seefeldt West
Study-abroad counselor for
humanities
Veteran of her own college study
abroad in Thailand and other
parts of southeast Asia

• Think about where you have
always dreamed of going as
you pick a location for study
abroad. This is a time to make
dreams come true.

• Read about the place you will
be visiting. Familiarity helps you
feel comfortable and open to
the culture in your temporary
home.

• Remind yourself that you're
going through a process when
homesickness strikes. It's in-
evitable, and the difficult part
soon passes if you give it a try.

The photos accompanying this
article were taken by Rice study-
abroad students during the last
academic year and were among
the winners of the 2001 Study
Abroad Photo Contest. Now in
its second year, the Study Abroad
Photo Contest is an important
avenue for Rice students to relate
the experiences they've had and
the resulting changes they've un-
dergone. Many of these intan-
gibles can be particularly difficult
to articulate to those back home,
but as the cliché states, "A picture
is worth a thousand words."
Check http:/www. riff:rice .edu

/-abroad/photos2001 for an ex-
hibit of winners, runners up, and
honorable mentions and for de-
tails on the contest.
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• Scenes from
Student Life

Anyone who has visited the Rice
campus knows that whimsical ico-
nography is a hallmark of Rice archi-
tecture. Undoubtedly, one of the
most playful and colorful examples
is the series of terra-cotta tiles on the
exteriors ofWill Rice Commons and
Hanszen Commons. Created by in-
ternationally known sculptor Will-

SY CHRISTOPHER DOW

jam M. McVey '27 and installed in
1957, they depict various aspects of
student life at Rice in the 1920s.
McVey's wife, Leza Sullivan

McVey, a well-known ceramist and
textile artist, assisted him in fashion-
ing the tiles. She carried out three
separate firings: one for the stone-
ware, a second at lower tempera-
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tures for the color glazes, and a third
when mosaics, imported from Flo-
rence, Italy, were used.
McVey majored in architecture at

Rice before attending the Cleve-
land School of Art to study sculp-
ture, and he later studied in Paris
under Charles Despiau, a pupil of
Rodin. Until his death in 1995,

McVey was a prolific sculptor. His
works reside in numerous muse-
ums, public spaces, and private col-
lections worldwide. Among his bet-
ter-known pieces in Texas are the
Davy Crockett Monument in Aus-
tin, the James Bowie Memorial in
Texarkana, the Texas Memorial in
Austin, and the frieze and three-
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dimensional star atop the San Jacinto
Monument. Several of his works
grace the Rice campus, including
the 10-foot relief "Energy," which
McVey nicknamed "Uncle Jupe,"
on Abercrombie Laboratory, and
the bas-relief portraits of early Rice
faculty adorning the Cohen House
courtyard.

Some of the tiles characterize ac-
tual people and events, such as the
one showing the freshman class presi-
dent dangling by a rope between
two buildings. The figure is none
other than McVey himself, who was
president ofhis freshman and sopho-
more classes, a football player under
Coach John W. Heisman, and an
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illustrator for the Thresher, the Rice
Owl, and several volumes of the
Campanile.
As president of his freshman class,

McVey and his date were to lead the
grand march of the freshman ball.
But it would not be easy—the sopho-
more class tradition was to capture
the freshman president and his date
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and humiliate them before the march
by painting them and making them
wear amusing outfits. They did cap-
ture McVey's date, Frances Thomson
'27 and forced her to wear baby
clothes, but McVey had other ideas.
For McVey to save the honor of

his class, the rules of the game stipu-
lated he had to remain uncaptured
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and reach the floor of Turnverein
Hall, the place downtown where
the dance was to be held, between
8:55 and 9:00 P.M. on the night of
the dance. Two days before the
event, the sophomores searched the
hall and then posted a large number
of vigilant guards to prevent McVey
from sneaking in. Meanwhile, they

searched high and low for McVey,
but in vain. He had disappeared.
They should have looked closer

at hand—he was on an upper floor
of the building next door. After the
sophomores finished searching
Turnverein Hall and thought the
building was safe, McVey, aided by
classmate Jesse Madden, swung on

FALL '0 1 41



a rope across the 20-foot alley and
alighted on the roof of Turnverein
Hall. For the next two days, he hid
in the hall's attic, and at the ap-
pointed hour, while the sophomores
searched frantically but futilely for
him, he crawled through an air vent,
dropped the rope into the midst of
the crowd, and slid to the floor in
triumph. The freshmen were ec-

/1

static, the sophomores utterly dis-
mayed, and the feat made all the
local newspapers.
The tiles on the old Hanszen

Commons were removed when the
building was demolished this past
year, and they will be reinstalled on
the new Hanszen Commons after
it is completed. The tiles on Will
Rice Commons will remain in place.
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Dogs' Best Friend
According to the popular Disney movie, all dogs go
to heaven. But before they get there, one Rice em-
ployee is making sure that their time here on Earth is
a little sweeter, while another has found that the four-
footed ladies and tramps can make life for their biped
compadres a lot more fulfilling.

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Jana Callan proudly admits that she's
going to the dogs—and saving them
from a life on the streets.

"I've always been a dog lover, and I
felt so frustrated when I'd see them
homeless or abandoned on the side of
the road," says Callan, change man-
ager in the Buy/Pay Department and
co-chair of the Staff Advisory Com-
mittee. "I always wanted to help them
out but didn't know what to do."
Then she discovered the Homeless

Pet Placement League (HPPL), an
organization that saves stray and aban-
doned dogs and cats and finds loving,
permanent homes for them. Callan
knew immediately that this was the
perfect organization for her. While she
didn't think she could do the chal-
lenging rescue work, she knew she
could help by doing paperwork, typ-
ing up mailing lists, or attending to
the countless other administrative tasks
that keep such a group running.
But before she knew it, she was one of

those people doing the actual rescuing.
Driving home from Rice one evening

she saw a haggard-looking, under-
weight German shepherd standing in
the middle of the road. Despite having
some doubts about her ability to catch
the dog and concerns about whether
the dog was friendly, Callan stopped
her car and rolled down the window.
"She jumped up on the side of the car,
put her head in the window and started
licking my hand," Callan said. "Shewas like, 'Pet me! Pet me!"

Callan hoisted the ailing dog intothe back of her car and took her home.
When Callan took the dog, later named

Liddy, to the vet, she learned that in
addition to having heartworms and
being 40 pounds underweight, Liddy
had sarcoptic mange, a contagious
condition also known as scabies, which
Callan and her husband contracted.
Fortunately, they all were treated and
are now healthy. "Now Liddy's gor-
geous," she says, "and that success
gave us the confidence that we knew
we could do this."
And rescue more dogs is exactly

what she did.
On the same road where she rescued

Liddy, Callan saw another German
shepherd puppy that had been aban-
doned. For six months, Callan worked
at rescuing the dog, trying everything
from traps to luring her with food.

Ultimately, Callan and some other res-
cuers wrangled the dog into a kennel.
"She had been hit by a car, she had no

hair and her eyes were all puffy with
infection," Callan says. The dog was
terrified, and it made me wonder if I was
doing the right thing, although I knew
she was going to die if I didn't do this."

Callan got the dog, later named
Ginger, home and found that in addi-
tion to her physical problems, she had
no social skills whatsoever. "She cow-
ered, wouldn't make eye contact, and
wouldn't even take food from my
hand," Callan says. "But after about
five months of treatment, Ginger's
hair started coming in, she had surgery
on her eyes, and her back leg, which
had been severely injured when she
was hit by a car, was amputated. Now
she's this confident, beautiful dog."

Callan notes that keeping rescued
animals is a bit unusual for HPPL
members. Typically, rescuers provide
a foster home for the animal as it is
nursed back to health and then put it
up for adoption through HPPL. "The
separation part is the most difficult,"
Callan adds. "But I realized that re-
gardless of how difficult it might be to
give them up, if I didn't start to, I
wouldn't be able to help any others."
With these additions to the family and

temporary additions anticipated, Callan
and her husband determined that they
would need more roaming room. They

SURROUNDED BY SOME OF THE 13069 SI-IE HAS RESCUED, JANA CALLAN 15 MAKING A DIFFERENCE

IN THE LIVES OF HOMELESS AND ABANDONED ANIMALS THROUGH HER INVOLVEMENT WITH THE

HOMELESS PET PLACEMENT LEAGUE.
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moved from their small Clear Lake home
to Alvin, where they have three acres on
which the dogs can frolic.

It wasn't long after moving into their
new digs that Callan got the opportu-
nity to put the new acreage to use and
test her resolve to say "goodbye." Barbi
Huggins, purchasing card assistant in
the Buy/Pay Department, called Callan
requesting help—she had discovered
an abandoned mother dog. Callan
scouted the situation and returned to
the scene the next day, trap in tow.
Within 10 minutes, she captured the
dog and found six puppies so tiny their
eyes hadn't even opened yet.

Callan took all seven to her home,
and several months later all are grow-
ing and healthy and beginning to go
through the adoption process.

Callan's tendencies toward nurtur-
ing began with a career as an elemen-
tary school teacher. She left that posi-
tion to work in a veterinary clinic, where
she spent three years as office manager.

"It was a very small clinic, so I had a
lot of opportunities to learn, got a lot of
hands-on experience," Callan says. "If
I were to do everything over again, I
would go to vet school in a heartbeat."
But the path she has taken has proven

to be an equally rewarding one. "It's
amazing. What started as 'I'm feeling
really helpless, I don't know what to
do, but I can help support the people
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who do know what they're doing' has
now gone to where we've made nine
rescues," she says. "And we've met
people who have rescued 30, 40, 50 of
these dogs. It's very inspiring. It gives
you a tremendous amount of opti-
mism about anything."

ANIMAL THERAPY

They'll keep your secret love of Spam
to themselves. They don't care if you
have love handles. They'll shower you
with kisses even when you have toe-
curling morning breath. No wonder
dogs have long been referred to as
"man's best friend."

Sherry Ziegner, executive associate
in the provost's office, can attest to the
values of canine companionship. For
four years now, Ziegner has been a
witness to the amazing responses in-
spired by her five-year-old golden re-
triever, Scout, as they conduct animal-
assisted therapy as part of Caring
Critters, an organization of pets and
pet owners who visit hospitals, nursing
homes, and other health care facilities.
As the patients pet, talk to, or just

watch the visiting animals, which can
range from dogs and cats to birds,
guinea pigs, and even a hedgehog and
a pygmy goat, the responses, espe-
cially those from the Alzheimer's pa-

SHERRY ZIEGNER TAKES HER DOG, SCOUT, TO NURSING HOMES AND OTHER HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

TO VISIT PATIENTS THROUGH A PROGRAM CALLED CARING CRITTERS. THE PATIENTS LOVE TO SEE

SCOUT'S FRIENDLY FACE AND OFTEN OPEN UP IN A WAY THEY CAN'T WITH HUMAN CONTACT.

tients, are unbelievable, Ziegner says.
Ziegner, a member of the Staff Ad-

visory Committee, recalled one visit to
Garden Village, an assisted living facil-
ity in southwest Houston, during
which she, Scout, and a few other dogs
and cats were sitting with three ladies,
one of whom was asleep at the end of
the sofa. "The sleeping woman woke
up and saw these animals, and I don't
know if she thought they were chil-
dren or if she knew they were animals,
but she started singing a lullaby to
them," Ziegner said. "She had the
most beautiful voice, and the animals
just loved it. After she sang to them
she petted each of them on the head
and said 'I love you' to each of them.
It just brought tears to my eyes."
During another visit Ziegner met a

man who was about her age. "I don't
know why he was in there. He wouldn't
speak, but he would always pet Scout.
Then after the second or third visit, he
was petting Scout and he was trying to
say something. It took him a while to
say it, but he finally got out that he
used to have a lab." Even though he
wasn't able to verbalize much, Ziegner
says the pleasure he got from seeing
and interacting with the animals was
obvious, and it's that response that
Ziegner says makes this emotional work
so gratifying.

Ziegner recounted one of her and
Scout's first visits to an assisted living
facility. "One of the little ladies was
petting Scout and the other dogs and
cats, and she said, 'You know, your
family and friends forget to come visit
you, but I can always count on the
animals to come see us."
As heart-wrenching as some of the

visits can be, Ziegner says she rarely has
questioned whether she could continue,
although she says it is difficult to return
to a facility and learn one of the patients
with whom they regularly visited has
died. "You don't think you get at-
tached to these people," she says. "There
have been several people who have
passed away, and although you know
they're going to go, it's just a shock."
A chance encounter with Caring

Critters got Ziegner and Scout in-
volved in animal-assisted therapy. "My
husband and I were at the dog show
not long after I had gotten Scout.
Caring Critters had a booth set up
there, and they just happened to have
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a golden retriever like Scout, so we
stopped and talked to them," Ziegner
says. "Later my husband and I talked
about getting involved because Scout
is such a mild-mannered, calm dog,
and we thought this would be some-
thing that would be good to do."
From the start, Scout proved that

Ziegner's intuition was correct.
Ziegner says that during the manda-
tory temperament testing for the ani-
mals, Scout was exposed to several
scenarios that he might encounter
during a visit, from a person approach-
ing loudly with a walker to someone
with a mobile N. She says that even
when a volunteer acted as an aggres-
sive patient screaming to "get that dog
out of here," Scout calmly turned to
look at Ziegner as if to say "What is
wrong with this person?"
Scout loves people, Ziegner says,

and she credits him with helping people
come out oftheir shells. At a Sharpstown
psychiatric hospital, they visited a group
of children who were patients, includ-
ing one little girl who was afraid of
Scout. During the visit, Scout patiently
sat as the girl gradually warmed up to
him. "By the time we ended the visit,"
Ziegner says, "she was sitting down on
the floor, hugging him like he was a big
old teddy bear."

Their ability to connect with the
patients transcends even language,
Ziegner says. "We've gone into rooms
where the patients can't speak any
English, but they see the animals, and
that doesn't matter."
She noted that even physical separa-

tion poses no barrier. "We were visit-
ing Ben Taub's Children's Intensive
Care Unit and there was a boy who
had severe asthma, so we couldn't go
into his room. But he wanted to see
the animals so badly," Ziegner says.
She tapped on the sill of the large
observation window to his room, and
Scout placed his paws on it, position-
ing himself so the boy could see him
through the glass. "The little boy was
overjoyed at getting to see the dog,"
Ziegner says.

It's responses such as this that keep
Ziegner and Scout going back. "I could
never quit now," Ziegner says. "Scout
keeps me going back because he lovesit so much."

-JcuuicFR EVANS

Garay's Hard Work
Earns Kudos

Graduating seniors are likely
to reflect on their college years
and thank the professors who
shared their knowledge, the
advisers who offered coun-
sel, and the administrators
who guided their journey.
Too often forgotten are the
"invisible people"—the
cooks, grounds crews, main-
tenance crews, and more—
who quietly and unobtru-
sively enhance the college
experience. It was a wonder-
ful surprise then when sev-
eral graduating seniors in
Hanszen College took the
time to recognize custodian
Rosa Garay, nominating her
for the Distinguished Em-
ployee Award.
"We want to applaud the

effort of Rosa Garay for all
the work she has done in
keeping our rooms in or-
der," read a letter signed by
Hanszen College seniors Monica Campos, Jennifer Tang, Liz Durham,
Katie Grysen, Lisa Grysen, and Laila Hlass. "Rosa consistently does more
than the job requires to clean up after us. We are spoiled by her kindness
and help. Through her actions, we are convinced that she cares for the
comfort and cleanliness of the students here at Hanszen College. Rosa is
an incredible asset to this campus."
Frank Rodriguez, business manager in the Department of Food and

Housing, agreed with the students. "Every time I come across Rosa, she's
got a smile on her face," he says. "Even when she's doing work where she's
sweating and hot, she's smiling when others would be looking gruff."

Garay cited the tranquil campus environment and the students for
giving her such pleasure in doing even the sometimes distasteful jobs she
undertakes. She noted that another source of pleasure is her co-workers,
an obviously close-knit group who cheered for Garay on hearing that she
was selected for the award.

Receiving showers of congratulations, Garay modestly accepted the
award, commenting that all the others work just as hard.
Garay has been at Rice for six years, two of those at Hanszen College.

ROSA GARAY SITS IN FRONT OF HA NS ZE N
COLLEGE, WHERE SHE HAS WORKED FOR TWO

YEARS. SEVERAL HANSZEN STUDENTS

NOMINATED GARAY FOR THE DISTINGUISHED
EMPLOYEE AWARD, STATING THAT SHE IS AN

"INCREDIBLE ASSET TO THIS CAMPUS."

-JENNIFER EVANS
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Rice Students Finalists
in TI's Worldwide
DSP Challenge

A five-member team of graduate and undergraduate
students from Rice advanced to the final round in the
worldwide competition of the Texas Instruments
Digital Signal Processor and Analog Challenge 2001
with its entry, "Paladin: Personal Mobile Wireless
Video."

The worldwide competition chal-
lenged engineering students to
create innovative and func-
tional designs using one of
Texas Instruments' (TI's) digi-
tal signal processors (DSP).
The Rice team competed
against Taiwan National Uni-
versity and Technion—Israel In-
stitute of Technology in August
in Dallas. Although the Israeli
team won the $100,000 grand
prize, the Rice team already had
received $10,P00 in prize money
after beating out 258 teams in the
regional and U.S./Canada/Latin
America competitions.

Paladin is a DSP-based system
designed to enable real-time video
and audio communication in wireless
devices. The Rice team members were
graduate students Vinay Bharadwaj
and Kanu Chadha and undergradu-
ate students Patrick Murphy, Jacob
Rhodes, and Jasper Yen.

Patrick Frantz, the group's spon-
sor and executive director for the
Center for Multimedia Communi-
cations at Rice, says the team "aimed
to build DSP-based hardware that
would allow for the capture, com-
pression, and transmission of video
over low-bandwidth wireless links.
We were able to successfully de-
sign, build, and demonstrate a sys-
tem that may find its way into appli-
cations such as video on cell
phones," he explained.
The challenge required that the

I/

team use the TI chip in their applica-
tion, and the goal of the project was
to build hardware that could com-
press, decompress, transmit, and re-
ceive video over a new, emerging
wireless standard called Bluetooth,
says Yen, a senior majoring in electri-
cal engineering. "Our project com-
bined the hot technologies of multi-
media processing and wireless
communication."

Starting from scratch, the team
wrote the software and designed the
hardware, resulting in four custom-
designed circuit boards attached to a
computer. "It was quite a bit of
work," says Rhodes, a senior major-
ing in electrical engineering. "I re-

ally did enjoy it. It's some of the
most practical stuff I've learned since
I've been in college."
The project required not only

every spare moment from the stu-
dents during the spring semester
but also their complete dedication,
especially when it came to debug-
ging elements that did not work.
And as Bharadwaj, who participated
in the challenge in 1997 in India,
explains, "You have to use your
probing system to probe the hard-
ware to see where the bug is."
The critical point occurred about

three weeks before the deadline for
the competition. According to Yen,
the team learned that the DSP chip,
which is about the size of a finger
joint, could not be placed onto their
hardware. With three weeks left to
go, they had to alter their entire
game plan, find existing hardware,
and configure it to their needs.

In the end, Yen says the final
product, which was not as sleek
and trim as the team had hoped

it would be, used a video
camcorder, a Web server
with downloadable clips,
a wireless videophone, an
advanced baby monitor,
and a wireless camera. Yet

even without the slickness
• the team desired, the prod-

uct "proved our concept
that video could be transmit-

ted over a Bluetooth connection,"
affirms Yen, adding, "It was an awe-
some feeling when we could walk
around with our laptop with no wires
and see on the screen what the camera
was capturing in the other room."

Rice has been a leader in DSP re-
search since 1968, when Sidney
Burrus, now dean of the George R.
Brown School of Engineering, and
Thomas W. Parks, now professor of
electrical and computer engineering
at Cornell University, began teaching
a DSP course here.
More information about the chal-

lenge can be found at www.ti.com/
sc/docs/general/dsp/programs/
challenge/index.htm.

-ELLEN CHANG
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Setting the
Score

Malcolm Rector, a doc-
toral music composition
student at Rice, was se-
lected as the winner of
the Coca-Cola film score
competition held at the
Acapulco Black Film Fes-
tival. He was awarded
$10,000 and the oppor-
tunity to compose music
for a future Coca-Cola
commercial.

Rector submitted four short orches-
tral pieces he composed for the sus-
pense, comedy, action, and romance
portions of a film about a man re-
turning to his old neighborhood to
discover new urban elements. In-
spired by a wide variety of compos-
ers, ranging from Gustav Mahler
and Bernard Herrmann to Quincy
Jones and Naughty by Nature, he
completed the music for the compe-
tition in two days. The festival in-
cluded filmmakers John Singleton,
Reginald Hudlin, and George
Tilmman Jr., as well as composers
Isaac Hayes, James Mtume, and
Chuck D.
Rector also is a writer whose

screenplays have won or been final-
ists in a number of national or in-
ternational contests, including
Sundance's Feature Film Program,
Screenwriting Showcase Awards,
and Scriptapalooza.

Graduate Student
Represents Rice at 51st
Nobel Laureate Meeting

Physics graduate student Andrew Askew has been a busy man. On
June 25-29 of this year, he represented Rice at the 51st meeting of
Nobel Laureates in Lindau, Germany. After a nationwide compe-
tition, the United States Department of Energy (DOE) invited
Askew to be one of 38 U.S. graduate students to participate in
discussions at the meeting.

Says Paul Padley, assistant professor of physics and astronomy and
Askew's adviser, "I believe this reflects very well on Andrew, the Bonner
Lab, the physics department, and Rice."
Since 1951, Nobel Laureates in chemistry, physics, and physiol-

ogy/medicine have convened annually in Lindau, Germany, for
open and informal meetings with students and young researchers
from around the world. The meetings rotate by discipline each year;
this year, the laureates lectured on the topic of their choice related to
physics in the morning and participated in discussions with the
students in the afternoons and some evenings.
The U.S. Department of Energy/Oak Ridge Associated Univer-

sities Graduate Student Awards allow U.S. doctoral students whose
current research at their universities is funded by DOE to travel to
Lindau to attend the meetings.
But that's not all Askew has been up to.
"The thing that is really striking about Andrew," Padley says, "is that

last summer he was at Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory helping
build an experiment, and in his spare hours he completed his master's
thesis."
Askew's two projects were very different in nature—one required

mechanical engineering skill to construct hardware for the experi-
ment, and the other required creative thinking to develop pattern-
recognition software that will lead to new ways to look at physics
data.
"He did both of those things very well," Padley said. "If he had

done one of those things well, I would have been happy. I can only
conclude that Andrew is working at the level of two outstanding
graduate students combined into one."
In addition to traveling to Lindau, Askew, on receiving his

master's degree, also received Rice's Chuoke Award, given to a
second- or third-year graduate student in physics for outstanding
academic and research performance.

UNR A Ll
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CROWD PLEASER

SOME STUDENTS AND OTHER FANS

WHO COME TO CHEER ON THE OWLS

AT RICE STADIUM CAN ENJOY NEW

ALUMINUM BENCHES THAT HAVE

REPLACED APPROXIMATELY 2,000

WOODEN BENCHES, SOME OF WHICH

MIGHT DATE TO THE STADIUM'S

OPENING IN 1950. THE BENCHES

WERE SWAPPED OUT IN TWO

SECTIONS ON THE EAST SIDE OF

THE STADIUM IN MID-JULY, THEN

WORKERS SUBSTITUTED NEW

ALUMINUM SEATS FOR SEVERAL

HUNDRED WOODEN BOX SEATS ON

THE WEST SIDE.

Riposte
Maher "Mauro" Hamza
wants to dominate the
world with the thrust,
pull, and parry of a few
swords. Judging by his
recent accomplishments,
the Rice fencing coach
may well hit his mark.

Hamza was selected head coach of the
2001 United States Junior/Cadet na-
tional fencing team. In April he led his
team to Gdansk, Poland, where the
United States won—for the first time
ever—the world championships.
His team competed against 72 coun-

tries and took four gold medals (two
individual and two team), three silver,
and two bronze. The feat was nothing
short of amazing. When Hamza took
over as coach two years ago, the United
States was seeded 32 in the world. A
year later the team moved up to fifth
seed and this year won the top prize.
Hamza says he did it by working

with the right athletes from around
the country and then infusing them
with experience by taking the 40-mem-
ber team around the globe to compete
against the best. "Our biggest prob-
lem was that our members didn't be-
lieve they were good enough," he
explains. "When they started to be-
lieve, they became world champions."

Remaining a top contender while ev-
eryone is trying to cut you down to size
is not easy, says Hamza. But he is unde-
terred and even plans to take the team to
a higher level. "I want to rule the world,"
he emphasizes. By the 2004 Olympics,
he says, "the United States fencing team
will be hunting for medals."
Hamza knows about winning Olym-

pic medals. He was born in Cairo,
Egypt and took up fencing at 16. It
was a late age he admits, but he quickly
developed into a star and was selected
to represent his country in the Olym-
pics of 1988, 1992, and 1996.
While excelling in fencing, Hamza

received a bachelor of science in 1987
at the Higher Institute of Cooperative

and Managerial Studies in Cairo. He
joined Rice in 1995, after coaching a
year at Texas A&M.
Soft-spoken and standing erect,

Hamza is as aggressive with his goals
as he is with fencing. He has big plans
for Rice: The current fencing program
is offered to students as a physical
education credit, but he wants to cre-
ate a varsity fencing team to compete
in the NCAA.
To start, Hamza plans to establish a

women's fencing team in three sword
categories—foil, epee, and saber—and
compete against regional schools such
as Texas A8c.M, the University ofTexas,
and the University of Texas at El Paso.
As the team develops, Hamza says, he
will expose them to the better fencing
programs in the country, which in-
clude Harvard, Stanford, Columbia,
and Princeton. "If I can take a 32 -
seeded team and make them world
champions in two years," Hamza says,
"I can take a team from scratch and
make them champions in the NCAA."
His reputation as a coach, Hamza

believes, will attract good fencers to Rice.
Hamza has his own private school in
Houston called Salle Mauro, where, he
says, he has trained legions of adults and
children, many of whom have received
college fencing scholarships. "There are
many good fencers who want to go to a
good school such as Rice," he says.
At Rice, Hamza has strong support

from his students and is known for
being extremely accessible. Says Rice
junior Kijana Knight, "I think this makes
him great because as first-time fencers,
we didn't have a clue what we were
doing." She adds, "He brought the
seemingly lofty sport down to our level
so we could grasp it, but then he made
us work to perfect our technique."
Hamza emphasizes that fencing is

more than just a physical sport. A good
fencer must use mind as well as skills.
"Think about fencing as physical chess,"
he explains. A fencer is always trying to
find an opening, a way to attack with-
out being hit in return. "You have to
train your body and always think ahead,"
he says. "You always have to think
about your next move."
Hamza exemplifies that philosophy.

He is always planning his next move, and
his next move is to conquer the world

—DAvo D. MEDINA
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The Bucket Stops Here
Rice and the University of Houston have been
Squaring off on the gridiron ever since both
schools were knee-high to a goalpost. But it
wasn't until 1974 that Fred Curry '57, who
Played guard during the Jess Neely era and
was then president of the Houston Touch-
down Club, came up with an appropriate
name—and trophy—for the event.

In a conversation with past Touchdown
Club president Phil Gemmer, Curry mentioned
that he wanted to do something to enhance
interest in the Rice—OH rivalry. Gemmer men-
tioned that Purdue and Indiana played for
the Old Oaken Bucket. Observing that Hous-
ton was famous for its bayous, Curry pro-
posed that the Rice—UH trophy be called the
Bayou Bucket. The idea passed muster at both
schools, and not long afterward, while brows-
ing in an antique shop in New Braunfels,
Curry found a beat-up old bucket that made
the perfect model for the trophy.

Houston took the first Bayou Bucket in
1974, but Rice took it back the next year.
Since then, the Bucket has exchanged hands
many times—one of Rice's notable wins was
the Owls' 1994 31-13 victory in the Last
Southwest Conference game ever. With their
21-14 win on September 1, the Owls keep
the Bucket under their wing for two years
running. Here, senior Ryan Smith #77 bran-
dishes the trophy. The 1975 team is picturedin the inset.



RICE

Rice University
Sallyport
Publications Office-MS 95
P.O. Box 1892
Houston, Texas 77251-1892

Address service requested MS L IL I ANA ACERO
MA I L FONDREN L IBRARY
MS-44
CAMPUS MA I L

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #7549
Houston, Texas

"We meet to remember, and to honor, the still uncounted thousands killed or wounded

on Tuesday morning: innocents struck down cruelly while traveling or while pursuing

their livelihoods. . . . They will never again share friendship or the love of spouses,

partners, children, or grandchildren. Those lost we can no longer help. But we can hope

that by conveying—silently and aloud—our innermost thoughts of condolence and sup-

port, that their friends and families may draw solace from our humble gathering."

12:00 P.M. Friday, September 14, 2001
Photo by Tommy LaVergne

—President Malcolm Gillis
National Day of Remembrance
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