


Making a Splash
I for one am delighted with the new format
of Sallyport. Maybe this is because the styl-
ish, new splash of color is such a pleasure to
read. Then again, maybe it is because my
story was a feature in the new magazine and
I just like to read about myself. I'm not sure.

I refer to the article about my experi-
ences/escapades/escape from reality with
the Peace Corps in the Central African
Republic (November 1987). The nicest thing
about this article (other than the fact that it
portrayed me as a saint dedicated to serving
the less fortunate peoples of the world,
which might be stretching the truth but will
certainly look good on my resume) was the
author's inclusion of my mailing address. As
a result, I received numerous letters from
strangers and other people I do not know
but who deserve a response. Unfortunately,
I have not been able to respond.

Acting Tall on Short Notice
When Donna Yeager imagined getting her "big break" in the world of
acting, she never envisioned it quite as it happened. The former Rice
star recounts how she went from the Rice Players to playing opposite
George Segal.
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Life in Space
NASA might still be reeling from blows to its shuttle program, but its
scientists and those at Rice are still looking to a future of Mars mis-
sions, moon bases and space stations. Several share with Sallyport
their dreams of what might be, and the feasibility of making those
dreams real.
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Building on Success
Despite an illustrious career as an innovative engineer, helping take
Spaw-Glass Construction Inc. to the top and, more recently, winning
honors as Houston's 1988 Engineer of the Year, Louis Spaw '40 is best
known for playing it straight and sharing the credit. Sallyport takes a
look at Spaw's life and work.

15

Mid-Life Crisis
Concerned about going down in the history books as the university's
oldest graduate, B.C. Robison tackled life at Rice in his early 40s
despite the fact that those around him were playing with small toys
when he was their age. On the eve of receiving his Ph.D., and mollified
by the fact that he is possibly only the oldest biology graduate, Robison
relates life at Rice for the "non-traditional" student.
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I was enjoying a well-deserved, month-
long Christmas vacation with my family
when the article appeared. I returned to the
C.A.R. to discover my mailbox stuffed with
your letters. I was there only a short time
when I found myself returning to the States
following a back injury due to either my
own stupidity or a situation involving a herd
of charging rhinos, a band of Zulu warriors
and a banana. I prefer the second explana-
tion, but choose whichever one you feel is
most appropriate.

In light of this, I do not know howl can
answer your correspondence, as all of it was
left behind in my abrupt departure.
However, I would like to thank all of you for
your support, including the Cub Scout troop
and the nice young woman who sent three
packages (please send photo, vital statistics
and phone number). Please accept this let-
ter as my response.

Jeff Matthews '85
Peace Corps Volunteer

Central African Republic

Following a back injury while diving in the
C.A.R. earlier this year, Jeff was imme-
diately flown to the U.S., where his
recuperation absorbed the remainder of his
Peace Corps commitment. He is now living
in Washington, D.C., where he is looking
for a job and "readjusting to the real
world."

'Hoot' Defense
It was with wry amusement that I read the
disparaging comments of Dian Hardison '79,
Katherine Eggert '84 and Scott Gregory '63
in response to the "Hoot Couture" article

("Letters," February/March 1988). If they
had bothered to read the article instead of
just sneering at the pictures they might
have realized that writer Erin Blair was pok-
ing fun at Rice's low score on the "Fashion
Report Card" issued by the Roper Organiza-
tion, not glorifying blind slavery to fashion.

Whether or not Rice students and
alums like to admit it, we sometimes do
have a pocket-protector, double-knit poly,
geekish image beyond the hedges. It's
undeserved and stereotypical. Erin Blair
showed in her article and ibmmy LaVergne
in his photos that individual, rather than
collective, style still reigns supreme at Rice.
My congratulations to them both on excel-
lent work.

As for Dian Hardison's comment on the
merits of Scheleen Johnson's article on Rice
students in Cameroon ("Two people sitting
in a tree hardly represent another culture"),
may! suggest Ms. Hardison read National
Geographic if she wants a sociological
treatise. This is a Rice magazine, and should
address the interests, concerns and interac-
tions of students, alumni and faculty — not
generalized information. I found this article
both informative and entertaining.

Keep up the good work on the new,
vastly improved Sallyport. I proudly display
it in my home (unlike the old newspaperish
style, which didn't keep too well). My non-
Rice friends also enjoy the magazine, and
have a much greater appreciation of Rice as
the unique place that it is.

Jeff Vinson Abbott '85
Austin, TX

Letters continued on page 30
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Where There's a Willy,
There's a Way
At 6:45 a.m. on Tuesday, April 12,
1988, a group of Rice students suc-
cessfully made the statue of
William Marsh Rice do a complete
about-face. For the first time in 58
Years, as the sun rose over Lovett
Hall that morning, Willy faced
Fondren Library.

"It was time he had a change of
view," said one of the conspirators.

To date, officials know only
that a Wiess College senior and an
alumnus, also from Wiess, were
involved. But in the interest of
solid investigative reporting, Sal-
1YPort managed to track down all 11
of the conspirators and get the
inside scoop on exactly what made
WillY turn.

The Idea
As it happens, the idea was notoriginal. Late nights at the pub,
after a couple of pitchers, Rice
engineers have been known to brag
about what they almost did, and
how they almost did it. Turning the
statue, it seems, is frequently at
_the top of that list. Until now,
however, it has been only a wish
list.

The History
There have been two known prior
attemptsto turn the statue, both
involving members of this year's
crew. In the first attempt, the stu-
dents say they were actually
stopped by the Campus Police, at
which time their designated "B.S.
Representative" managed to talk
them out of trouble. The secondtime, 

planned for the eve of gradua-tion, the mission was aborted whenan officer spent the night sitting atthe base of the statue.
But this year, with a few modi-f

ications, a little more planning, a

food crew and some pranksters'uck Willy got a change of scenery.

The Crew
Campus rumors say it must have
been the engineers, and they are
half right. Participants actually
included three electrical engineers,
two mechanical engineers, a civil
engineer, a mathematical scientist,
a biochemist, a chemist, a phys-
icist and a lone English major —
yes, there was an academ on-hand.

The Lifting Apparatus
The design consisted of two 24-foot
A-frames, sandwiching the granite
pedestal on which the statue rests
and tightened together with four-
to-one pulley blocks. (Please see
accompanying "blueprint.")
Attached at the top of the A-frames
was a beam supporting a three-ton
hoist in the middle and two one-
ton hoists on either side.

The statue weighs around one
ton, but the apparatus was able to
lift three times that much, partici-
pants claim, meeting provisions set
by the Standard Building Code's
chapter on wood. Eight straps of
two-inch nylon webbing were
attached under Willy's legs and to
the back of the chair. Once the
statue was raised far enough for the
guide pins to clear the granite base,
the weight was transferred to the
central hoist, the side hoists were
disconnected and the statue was
rotated. Participants describe the
design as "simple, but classic."

The conspirators' blueprine

What's wrong with this picture?

The Planning
The rest of the operation was as
elaborately planned, and as classi-
cally designed, as the structure
itself. And it was all carried out in
the best Rice tradition.

In the initial planning stages, a
computer model was created that
simulated the load transfer
between the middle hoist and the
outside hoists, as well as comput-
ing the stress in the individual
nylon straps.

The A-frames were painted
black, so that when the crew was
finally able to raise them around
the statue, they looked to any
chance passersby like the tall
bushes that cross the quad.

Construction was restricted to
an "off-campus lab" and was
rounded off by a trial run in which
a 2,250-pound automobile was
lifted and swung back and forth to
simulate rotation. Participants say
two Houston Police officers were
innocent bystanders at that show,
having been told that the crew con-
sisted of civil engineering students
putting the finishing touches on
their senior research project.

The Timetable
Having posted a "guard" on the aca-
demic quad to monitor the Campus
Police patrol for several nights
beforehand, the crew set up a time-
table in which they could complete
the operation. Before they went out
that night, the light on Anderson
Hall had already been turned off —
as it had purposefully been done
every night for the previous two
weeks — in anticipation of the final
run.

4 a.m. The crew left its "off-
campus lab," feeling conspicuous.
"We were driving the smallest pick-
up on the market with these
ridiculous 24-foot-long pointed
black structures sticking out the
front and back," said one crew
member. "It looked like a missile
launcher."

There was a tense moment
when a police car drove by, waving
for them to pull over. Then, iron-
ically, the crew was escorted to a
point just outside Rice Entrance 8
by the same HPD officers who had
earlier watched the practice run.
Pranksters' luck was running high.

4:45 a.m. The communica-
tions links were dispatched — three
groups with code names from the
X-Men comic book series — with
instructions to be both look-outs
and decoys for the Campus Police.
They positioned themselves at
various strategic points around the
quad and were instructed to report
back via radio headsets to a crew
member stationed at the statue.

There were some problems,
however.

"We had walkie-talkies and
found that we couldn't talk to each
other across the street," said one
radio-equipped look-out, identified
as Forge. "They were only good for
about 80 yards."

5:45 a.m. At least once in the
operation, the message came in
loud and clear. "Wolverine gave us
the go-ahead," said Ironman, "and
we drove in."

5:46-6:45 a.m. "It was the
longest hour of my life," Forge said.
"It was cold. The Campos drove by
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twice, and we waved to them. Jog-
gers inundated the place around
6:15. And the gnomes kept making
pilgrimages from behind the Mech
Lab to where they could see in the
quad, and then walking back to
Physical Plant, shaking their
heads."

At the statue, they had their
own worries. "The crucial point
came when we actually raised the
statue about an inch," the par-
ticipating alumnus said. "Armed
with the flashlight I had strapped to
my belt two hours earlier, I looked
under the statue to determine if
the guide pins were symmetrical. If
they hadn't been, we would have
had to bite the bullet and set him
back down. Luckily for us, the
statue has only two pins aligned
down the center."

The climactic moment
occurred near the end of that long,
cold hour of waiting and hoping
and working, as the sun began to
tint the sky with the first blue-gray
streaks of light. There was a warm
moment of cheering as Willy finally
came to rest facing Fondren
Library.

The Re-turn of Willy

6:45 a.m. The A-frames were
pushed over and went down with a
resounding boom, splitting as they
hit the ground. Later, an admin-
istrator would comment that the
structure was unsafe, an accusa-
tion the participating alumnus
denies. "The frames were just like
the first stage in a rocket," he says.
"Once used up, it burns off and falls
into the Indian Ocean. The frames
were not designed to take the
impact of falling 24 feet."

6:46 a.m. With Willy turned,
the apparatus down so no one
could be hurt, and a Campus Police
officer driving through the Sal-
lyport straight toward the statue,
the crew scattered. One conspir-
ator swore there were "three
gnomes at the library cheering as
we went past."

6:4 7 a.m. One senior partici-
pant, driving the getaway car with
the rented equipment they could
not leave behind, was stopped by
the Campus Police outside the
Chemistry building. "I told them
we had tried a prank but that it
hadn't worked," he said. "The
officer let me go, but said we would
have to clean up the mess."

7:15 a.m. None of the conspir-
ators had any problem with that
directive. After all, as Ironman
noted, "Littering is a crime."

The Aftermath
At the crime scene, a scant hour
after Willy had been set in his new
resting place, rumors were already
rampant that Willy had been
moved and that campus officials
were furious. Curious students,
faculty and staff members made
excuses to wander across the quad-
rangle to take a look. Some worried
that the pranksters hadn't realized
they could have harmed the statue
— or themselves.

As it turns out, one of the
guide pins underneath the statue
was broken, though the students
claim it was broken not by them
but by the professional crew
brought in to move Willy back to
his normal resting place facing
Lovett Hall. The jury is still out on
that one.

The participants were also
amused that what took 11 students
one hour and $400— including
midnight snacks — to accomplish
took a professional crew of movers

three hours and a rumored
$1,500-$2,000 to undo. (Willy is
also said to have been firmly glued
in place to prevent such a prank
from occurring again.)

"They were getting paid by the
hour," said the senior who had the
misfortune to be caught. "We were
getting disciplinary probation by
the minute."

By 11:35 a.m., Willy was once
again facing Lovett Hall, destined,
it seems, never to see a sunset.

The Cause
The student did, in fact, receive
"disc pro" when he met with the
proctor the next afternoon. More
significantly, he got the bill for
returning Willy to his resting place,
payable upon graduation.

Backed by his "anonymous"
fellow conspirators, he is currently
collecting donations and selling
commemorative "Where There's A
Willy, There's a Way" T-shirts to
those who support the spirit of the
endeavor.

Although not everyone on
campus was supportive, many of
the faculty were seen chuckling
over the prank's creativity, tech-
nical know-how and derring-do.
There was talk of an engineering
award for the project, and some
commented that the test of that
one night proved the students had
earned their degrees. One engi-
neering professor was even heard
to remark, "It was something I wish
I had done as an undergraduate."

The Hoopla
Maybe it was a slow news day in
Houston, but the Houston Post,
Houston Chronicle and at least one
local television station news show
sent reporters to cover the re-turn-
ing. Willy's change of scenery also
made newscasts in Austin, Fort
Worth and as far away as Montana.
Rice alums in Colorado, New York
and Washington, D.C., were talking
about it a day later when the local
story was picked up and dis-
tributed by the Associated Press.

But wanting to offer our read-
ers more, Sallyport alone was able
to get the full, unexpurgated story.
In the words of one of the crew,
"Turning the statue was a challenge
that had to be met. Everybody
talked about it, but we went out
and did it."
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Just Rewards
Nine Rice University faculty mem-
bers were recently honored for 

ioutstanding accomplishments n
teaching.

Don H. Johnson of electrical
engineering has been awarded this
Year's George R. Brown Prize for
Excellence in Teaching. Johnson,
who joined Rice in 1977, is a for-
mer winner of the Nicolas Salgo
Distinguished Teacher Award, and
has won three awards for superior
teaching.

Winners of the six George R.
Brown Awards for Superior Teach-
ing are: J. Dennis Huston of
English; Walter W. Isle of English;
Joseph P. Martin of biology; Robert
L. Patten of English; Richard Stoll
of political science; and Larry S.
Temkin of philosophy.

Funds for the Brown teaching
awards were made available in
1967 by the Brown Foundation at
the direction of alumnus George R.
Brown. This year, the awards were
based on voting by alumni who re-
ceived bachelor's degrees in 1983
and 1986. Qualified alumni were
asked to vote in preferential order
for the three faculty members theyre
member over the perspective of

five and two years as particularly
°in-standing or effective teachers.

John S. Hutchinson of chemis-
try is the 1988 recipient of the
Nicolas Salgo Distinguished
Teacher Award. This prize is based
ori votes from current Rice juniors
and seniors.

Kenneth Tucker of sociology isthe 
recipient of the 1988 Phi Beta

ILaPpa Teaching Prize, an award
made each year for excellence int
eaching by an assistant professor.

Pit for a King
Maria Teresa Leal, professor of
Spanish and Portuguese at Rice
since 1965, has been made a Damein the Order of Isabel la Catolica byKing Juan Carlos of Spain, acting

140

Spanish consul-general
Ricardo Marti-Fluxa with

Maria Teresa Leal

or

in his capacity of grand master of
the order.

Leal, a native of Brazil,
received the Isabel Order from
Ricardo Marti-Fluxa, consul gen-
eral of Spain in Houston, during
special March 18 ceremonies in the
Kelley Lounge of the Ley Student
Center.

Marti-Fluxa said Leal was
included in the King's Honors'
List in January of this year at the
recommendation of the Spanish
government.

"The Order of Isabel la
Catolica was created in the 18th
century and very few women have
received it," the consul general
said. "The honor for Rice Univer-
sity's Professor Leal was based on
the fact that she has distinguished
herself through scholarship and
dedication to the preservation and
diffusion of the Spanish language
and culture, and the King and gov-
ernment of Spain want to recognize
her selfless 'efforts in these areas
over the past 30 years."

Hector Urrutibeheity, chair of
Rice's Department of Spanish, Por-
tuguese and Classics, expressed the
admiration he and other colleagues
have long felt for Leal's achieve-
ments and dedication as a teacher
and scholar.

"Professor Leal's efforts on
behalf of the Spanish language and
culture began in her native Brazil,"
Urrutibeheity said. "After coming
to Houston, she established here
the Institute of Hispanic Culture
and became one of its most ener-
getic and moving forces. Of course,
most of her creative talents as
teacher and scholar were reserved
for her Rice students. Typical of
her efforts is her involvement with
Rice's Summer Program in Spain
with which she has been associated
since its inception in 1974. Pro-
fessor Leal serves as director of this
highly popular program, which at-
tracts between 30 and 40 students
annually for a summer stay in
Spain under guidance of three
Rice professors."

Money Matters
At Rice's March 28 faculty meeting,
university president George Rupp
announced a tuition increase of
$400, to $5,300 per academic year.
A room and board increase of $150
was also announced.

The increases will go into
effect for the 1988-89 academic
year.
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George Mills 'Cultural Jewel'
Note: Nationally syndicated col-
umnist George Will devoted an
early March column to Rice, first
running in the Washington Post
and later picked up by affiliated
papers across the United States.
Will's column is reprinted below.

Nature, doubtless with kindly in-
tentions, placed pools of oil
beneath Texas, so it became re-
nowned more for refineries than
refinement, more for crackling en-
ergy than for culture. Yet Houston
has one of America's cultural jew-
els, perhaps the best bargain in
higher education.

Rice University is celebrating
its 75th birthday, and in three
years will celebrate its centennial.
Before ridiculing Rice's arithmetic,
consider its knack for other
numbers.

This is the seventh con-
secutive year in which college costs
have risen faster than inflation.
Next year, the cost of private higher
education will rise 6 percent. Tui-
tion, room, board and fees will be
above $18,000 at Brown and
Dartmouth, above $14,000 at Syr-
acuse. However, at Rice, they will
be under $11,000.

In 1891, William Marsh Rice, a
Massachusetts native who made a
Texas fortune in cotton and real es-
tate, set aside funds for building a
university, but stipulated that
nothing was to be done until he
died. He was then murdered by his
chauffeur, which created a legal
tangle unraveled by the chairman
of Rice's board of trustees, Capt.
James A. Baker, grandfather of to-
day's Treasury secretary.

The board then hired Rice's
first president, Edgar Odell Lovett,
a 36-year-old Princeton mathe-
matician, astronomer and amateur
classicist. His favorite Latin and
Greek inscriptions adorn the build-
ings erected (designed by the
architect who designed much of
Princeton) during his tenure,
which extended past the second
world war. The first head of Rice's
biology department was Julian
Huxley. Rice's tradition of excel-
lence flows from what has grown to
a $1 billion endowment, 11th
largest among U.S. universities,
public and private. In per-student
endowment, Rice ranks above all
but Harvard and Princeton.

Rice's reputation as a science
and engineering school (actually,
half of today's students are human-
ities majors) was recently revised
by the selection of today's presi-
dent, George Rupp, 45, former

Rice University a cultural
jewel in brash and sprawling

Houston
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS

Denier, olorado

Rice U. a bargain in
higher education
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an academic jewel
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In Rice, Houston has
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dean of the Harvard Divinity
School. Today, Rice is a complex
organism in a hell-for-leather city
(Houston does not even believe in
zoning laws) that is the capital of
American individualism.

Restless 19th-century commu-
nities often saw in new colleges and
universities a source of rootedness.
As historian Daniel Boorstin notes,
advocates of new institutions used
many arguments, from an antici-

pated increase in property values
to a predicted decline in drunken-
ness due to the moralizing
influence of higher education.

By 1880, when England (popu-
lation 23 million) had four degree-
granting institutions, Ohio (popu-
lation 3 million) had 37. As early as
1870, at least 11 colleges had been
founded in Kentucky, 21 in Illinois,
13 in Iowa. But mortality rates
were high.

In the book of photographs pub-
lished to commemorate Rice's 75th
birthday, there are two touching
photos that express so much of the
American experience.

One shows women in white
dresses and men in black suits and
academic gowns swarming across a
dirt field in 1912, where a grove of
academe was being commanded to
flourish. The other photo shows
the administration building at the
time of the 1912 opening cere-
monies. It is an elegant Italianate
structure standing in a flat field in
solitary splendor. Its solitariness
expresses the confidence of the
American West, the certainty that
growth will fill in any gaps.

The gaps have long since been
filled by some of America's finest
collegiate architecture and shaded
by the sort of stately trees that,
even more than stone, give cities a
sense of having a past and a perma-
nence. Those who say Rice is
Houston's Harvard should be told
that Harvard is the Rice of the
Northeast.

Inevitably, discussion of Rice
comes to football and this question:
What is a nice guy like Rice doing
in a place like the Southwest Con-
ference, matching muscles with
the likes of Arkansas, Texas and
Texas A&M? Rice is small (2,600
undergraduates), rigorous (stu-
dents successfully protested when
administrators suggested lighter
academic requirements for ath-
letes) and law-abiding (Southwest
schools are scofflaws regarding re-
cruitment rules). Not surprisingly,
it has been 23 years — five years
before today's freshmen were born
— since Rice has had a winning
season.

Rice is resolved to give big-
time football the ol' college try, but
the stadium looks even sillier than
most such structures do in aca-
demic settings. It used to be
regularly filled to 75,000 capacity,
but now often holds crowds of just
15,000. But Rice students, who
have been known to try to rhyme
"Rice U." with "slide rule," are
cheerfully resigned to being what
they are. Their football repertoire
includes an "Existential Cheer":

We're from Rice
Ain't that nice?
Who are you?
Do you know?
Rice knows what it is and

more and more of the world does,
too.
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R aiding Rice
Rice University will soon have an-
other new building by a major
desis.it'er.

Rice President George Rupp
recently announced that the

Cambridge Seven, a nationally re-
spected firm, will design Rice's new
biosciences and bioengineering re-
search laboratory building.

Chief designer for the new
building will be Charles Redmon,
managing principal of the
Cambridge Seven and formerly a
designer with Houston-based
Caudill Rowlett Scott (now CRS
Sirrine). Redmon is also an alum-
nus of Rice; he graduated from the
university in 1964 and from the
School of Architecture the follow-
ing year.

In making known the choice of
architect, Josephine Abercrombie,
chair of the building and grounds
committee of the Rice Board of
Governors, said Redmon would be
joined by Ulrich M. Lindner of Earl
Walls Associates, San Diego, a well-
known laboratory designer and
consultant.

Several months ago, Rice's
Board of Governors appointed
noted Spanish architect Ricardo
Bofill as chief designer of the new
Shepherd School of Music. His de-
signs were due in March.

Redmon and his firm, head-
quartered in Cambridge, Mass., are
known for a number of prize-win-
ning buildings. Among them are
the San Antonio Museum of Art, in
which an old brewery was con-
verted to an attractive museum;
the Innova building in Houston's
Greenway Plaza; the National
Aquarium in Baltimore; and the
Orlando Arena in Florida.

Lindner's credits include the
Salk Institute for Biological Studies
in La Jolla, Calif., and the Ortho
Research Center of Chevron
Chemical Co., named 1987 Lab of
the Year by Research and Develop-
ment magazine.

The building will be sited on
the northwest end of the campus,
housing the new Institute of Bios-
ciences/Bioengineering, headed by
executive director Bette C.
Sherrill.

"Rice will be using the new fa-
cility not only to expand current
research and to promote cross-dis-
ciplinary interaction, but to attract
new faculty members, to enhance
education at Rice," Sherrill says.

Associate architects are
McKittrick, Richardson and Wal-
lace Architects, Houston.

On the
Bookshelf

New from Faculty and Alumni
Authors:
A Bibliography of Matrix Isolation
Spectroscopy, 1954-1985. Edited
by David W. Ball, Zakya H. Kafafi,
Leif Fredin, Robert H. Hauge and
John L. Margrave, all of the Rice
chemistry department. Rice Uni-
versity Press.

Sheepfarmer's Daughter by Eliz-
abeth Moon (Susan Norris Moon
'68). Baen Books.

Notes of Distinction
The Association of Rice Alumni has
announced selection of Rice's 1988
Distinguished Alumni and Mer-
itorious Service Award winners.

Named as 1988 Distinguished
Alumni of Rice University are:
Mary E. Johnston '41 of New York, a
journalist and recently retired
chief of the Board of Editors of For-
tune magazine; Burton McMurtry
'56 (BSEE '57) of Portola Valley,
Calif., partner in Technology Ven-
ture Investors and Dennis,
Jamieson & McMurtry; and Dennis
P. Sullivan '63, professor of math,
Institute des Hautes Etudes Scien-
tifiques, Burressus-Yvette, France,
and Albert Einstein Professor of
Math, City University of New York.

Selected to receive awards for
meritorious service to Rice Univer-
sity are: Kingsland and Mary
Arnold, both 1936 graduates; H.
Russell Pitman '58; and Joseph Re-
illy '48. All have made significant
sustained, voluntary contributions
of energy, time and creativity to-
ward the advancement of Rice, the
primary qualification for the
award.

More information on this
year's award winners will be fea-
tured in an upcoming issue of
Sallyport.

Making a Move
After seven years in the Rice Office
of Admission, Catherine Clack has
been named director of Rice's new
Office of Minority Affairs.

The creation of an Office of Mi-
nority Affairs was approved earlier

this year in order to better serve
the needs of minority students
at Rice.

Named a "Young Black
Achiever of Houston" by the
Human Enrichment of Life Pro-
gram Inc. last year, Clack will be
responsible for coordinating efforts
to improve the recruitment and
retention of minority students
and help with their career planning
and placement. Minority students,
classified for admissions purposes
as those ethnic minorities that
have been traditionally under-
represented (blacks, Mexican-
Americans and native Americans),
currently make up about 13 per-
cent of the Rice student body.

One of the major reasons for
creating the Office of Minority
Affairs, Clack says, was student
demand. She says the "lack of a
true cultural awareness at Rice"
has led to some misunderstandings
in dealing with minority students,
a fact she says causes many of
these students to leave Rice "with
less than the best feelings."

Most of those who will seek
guidance from the office will be mi-
nority students, but Clack stresses
that "anyone who feels like a mi-
nority" is welcome.

Catherine Clack

A magna cum laude English
graduate of St. Edward's University
in Austin, Clack is currently com-
pleting her duties as associate
director in the Office of Admission.
Her new appointment becomes
effective June 1.
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Seeing Life Clearly
Lisa Thompson once got lost com-
ing back from a Rice football game
her freshman year. Separated from
her friends, she wandered around
the stadium parking lot, unable to
decide which way to go. Even-
tually, she made it back to Wiess
College, where she just slipped into
a party. Now, she laughs about the
experience.

"It's all part of being blind," she
says. "I got a certain distance and
couldn't tell where I was, so I got
lost."

A sophomore from Lawrence,
Kan., Thompson is totally blind in
her left eye and legally blind in her
right eye. She sees a few feet in
front of her, including shapes and
colors, but she cannot distinguish
features. That makes it difficult to
be at Rice, she says, "because it's
such a small university. After a
while I've met most people and
they come up and say, 'Hi, how are
you doing?' Unless they're some-
one I see every day, in one of my
classes or at Wiess, I have a hard
time recognizing them." Since she
is involved in so many activities
and has met so many people, this
tends to be a problem for her.

Thompson is the newly elec-
ted secretary of the Student
Association, devotes time to a stu-
dent from Jackson High School
through the Rice Student Volun-
teer Program, serves as organizer
for the Casa Juan Diego program at
Wiess College, and had parts
this semester in both the
Teutonic Productions
version of "Three
Penny Opera" and
Wiess Tabletop's
"Hello Hamlet." In
addition, she
tutors German,
babysits and
is the assis-
tant head
waiter at
Wiess.

Altogether, she works almost 35
hours a week, as well as taking
classes in her three majors, Ger-
man, history and political science.

Thompson is a vivacious, out-
going person who cannot walk
through Wiess commons without
stopping to talk, sometimes for
hours. "My philosophy is that ev-
eryone has something worthwhile
to offer, and I discover that the
more I talk to people, the more I
like them," she says. "They're will-
ing to help if they know I need it.
When I first got to Rice, a friend
took me around campus and I
counted steps. I really appreciated
that, because otherwise I couldn't
have gotten anywhere.

"In general, though, I don't
like to rely on others. My ultimate
goal is to be a self-sufficient, inde-
pendent human being who is
happy and who is able to cope with
her handicap. Right now, I'm trying
really hard to be an independent
person."

Though she does not let it stop
her, Thompson admits that being
blind can be a challenge. The little
things, like needing to walk with a
friend to class or not being able to
see where someone is pointing, can
be frustrating. And the big things,
like being hit by a car (which has
happened to her twice in Houston),
can be dangerous.

Thompson knows that some-
one with sight can never
understand her experience as a
blind person. "It's hard to put your-
self in someone else's shoes. I can't
imagine being a football player, or a
swimmer. I like the way I am, and I
wouldn't want to change."

She laughs. "I can run into a
wall and joke about it, but
anyone else would look pretty
silly. "Life is full of exper
iences, and I can either
look at them and get

upset, or I can laugh.
I prefer to laugh."

— Debbie Schmidt '89

Lisa Thompson

 401111k

Summertime Silver
Rice University's summer school
for Houston area junior and senior
high school students begins its sil-
ver anniversary session June 7.

As faculty and staff of Rice's
Department of Education acceler-
ate preparations for this silver
anniversary, they're looking back
upon the summer of 1964 when the
first session was held.

This first session brought a
total of 153 high school students to
the Rice campus for six weeks of
varied enrichment courses cover-
ing English, history, foreign
language and mathematics.

The basic mission of Rice's
summer school has not changed
since then, but some facets have
been expanded.

The initial enrollment of 153
students had grown to more than
900 by last summer. A similar
number is expected this year.

While the Rice summer school
initially only served enrichment
goals, the last several years have
seen the addition of senior high
school courses for academic credit.
Credit is awarded through the
Spring Branch Independent School
District, which cosponsors this
part of the program with Rice.
These are courses given regularly
in most Texas schools and ap-
proved by the Texas Education
Agency. Credit courses are offered
in mathematics and social studies.

Noncredit enrichment
courses, open to junior and senior
high school students, are offered in
art, basic skills development, biol-
ogy, chemistry, English, French,
German, Latin, geology, mathe-

matics, physical education and
recreation, physical science and
social sciences.

As the Department of Educa-
tion gets ready for the 25th
anniversary year of the summer
school, they can look back with a
measure of pride and satisfaction
on some 15,000 Houston and area
youngsters who participated in one
or more summer sessions at Rice.

For quite a few of those
15,000, that first learning experi-
ence on a university campus led to
undergraduate careers at Rice.
Some of those even stayed around
to earn advanced Rice degrees.

"Community response to our
summer school has grown over the
years and continues to grow," says
Ernest R. Baum, associate director
of the summer school and a Rice
faculty member since 1962. "And
that's particularly significant since
Rice's Department of Education is
rather small. However, long before
the department was established,
Rice graduates of all disciplines
have entered the teaching profes-
sion, including some members of
Rice's very first graduating class in
1916.

"That puts us in the main-
stream of a Rice tradition — helping
to produce each year a small but
highly skilled, dedicated and edu-
cated number of teachers. Even
during the years when there ap-
peared to be an 'oversupply' of
teachers and teaching positions
were hard to come by, Rice's teach-
ing graduates always were eagerly
sought by local and area schools."
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. hen Donna Yeager '77 debuted
opposite George Segal at
Houston's Alley Theatre last
fall, she gave new meaning to
the term "quick study." For in
less than a week, Yeager had
prepared the leading role of
Zoe, the ingenue of Alan

Ayckbourn's "Henceforward..." who chatters
nonstop throughout Act I then returns as a
robot during Act II.

By contrast, the rest of the cast had
rehearsed for five weeks under the British
playwright's direction.

True to the "show-must-go-on" motto of
the stage, Yeager had responded to a need
for fast action. On Oct. 12,1987, just five
days into the run of the U.S. premiere of
Ayckbourn's show, the 32-year-old actress,
who had been living in Dallas since her
return from England the previous March,
received a call from Alley Artistic Director
Pat Brown.

Mentioning no names, Brown explained
that a woman in "Henceforward..." might
leave the cast and that Yeager would serve as
a perfect replacement. When Yeager
checked with Brown the next morning, the
latter asked, "Can you catch the next plane
to Houston?"

The former Rice player flew to Houston
that afternoon and was chauffeured by lim-
ousine from the airport to Pat Brown's office,
Where she was stunned to learn that the
woman leaving the show was none other
than Judy Geeson, George Segal's co-star.
Brown gave Yeager a script to study, and
asked her to watch the evening performance
and read for her in the morning.

As she reviewed the script and play that
night, Yeager began to realize the magnitude
and complexity of the role for which she was
going to audition. The part required not only
Pages of lines for the bubbling young woman
of the first act, but also a series of mechan-
ical gestures for her robot character of the
second. In short, the dual role demanded,
both verbally and physically, an extraordin-
ary performance from an actress.

Reading scene after scene in Brown's
Office and onstage the next morning, Yeager
Impressed the judges and was offered the
Part. She signed a contract, flew home to
collect her things, returned to Houston the
following morning and, on Friday morning,
began an exhausting rehearsal schedule with
stage manager Mark Tynan. He drilled her
day and night throughout the weekend. She
rehearsed with Segal for the first time on
Tuesday morning and debuted Wednesday
night.

"At the moment I felt really pushed,"
Yeager recalls. "I thought they were putting a

by Catherine Rimlinger '83

Yeager as Zoe, opposite George Segal
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bit too much pressure on me. Looking back,
however, you just have to jump sometimes.
And it was the best thing."

At least theater critic Dan Sullivan of
the Los Angeles Times thought so, and he
didn't know how quickly Yeager had pre-
pared her part.

Sullivan happened to be in the audience
the night of Yeager's "Henceforward..."
debut. In his review, he referred to Yeager's
"absolutely lovable performance" and also
wrote, "It's difficult to imagine Geeson being
stronger than Yeager, both as a chubby-
kneed real-life girl and as the ever-smiling
Nan (the robot). Whatever happens to this
show, she (Yeager) should be a part of it."

T
hat Donna Yeager has received
such critical acclaim comes as no
surprise to Neil Havens, director of
the Rice Players, who directed
Yeager in a number of plays during
her undergraduate years at Rice.
"I knew she would do well," Havens
says. "One of her strong suits is

physical comedy." And the robot role in
particular let her talent shine through.

Out of Yeager's varied repertoire with
the Rice players, Havens would select, to
exemplify her gift for physical comedy,
Yeager's performance as the silent-in-word-
only secretary of Tom Stoppard's "Jumpers."
Of this play, in which Havens suspended the
director-actress relationship and took a role
himself, he remembers: "I was playing her
boss and she was playing my secretary. It
was an absolutely delightful experience to
work with her actor-to-actor. She made me
laugh. Rehearsal after rehearsal, she would
do the most amazing and spontaneously
creative bits of business on stage.

"It was all physical comedy because she
didn't speak a line. And yet she was on stage
the entire play.. .and held the audience in
absolute hysterics." Her sense of timing, her
adaptability and her inventiveness were
highly polished. For instance, the look on
her face as she watched her absent-minded
boss not only eat her lunch but also incorpo-
rate the idea of a bacon sandwich into the
metaphysical discourse he was dictating,
would have charmed anyone.

"She thinks like an actress," Havens
says. "And that's not anything that I neces-
sarily taught her. That's something we
worked together a lot on. She just had that
instinct."

English professor Dennis Huston recalls
Yeager as an "enormously gifted comic"
actress, as well as a versatile one. He says
her portrayal of Natalya Ivanova (Natasha)
in the Rice Players' production of Chekhov's
"The Three Sisters" showcased the range of
her talent. Natasha is someone in whom "we
see both a monster and a human being,"
Huston explainsond Yeager was adept at
showing the audience "someone interesting
who didn't draw our sympathy."

Havens elaborates that Yeager's skill
allowed Natasha "to grow on you in your
understanding of what an absolutely manip-
ulative, selfish creature she really is."

English professor Terrence Doody, who
taught Yeager freshman English, remembers
her real sense of presence in the classroom.
She was a student who exuded an "aura of
energy" and "never melted into the wall-
paper." As for Yeager's on-stage
performances, Doody best recalls her role of
Lady Bracknell in Baker College Theatre's
production of "The Importance of Being Ear-
nest." Despite her youth and her height of 5-
foot-3, Yeager convinced the audience that

Donna Yeager

she was the huge, middle-aged,
authoritarian that Lady Bracknell should be.
Her voice boomed throughout the Baker
commons. And in keeping with Lady
Bracknell's character, Doody says, "Yeager's
performance lent a new dimension to the
meaning of the word 'pompous."

F
ollowing her graduation in 1977,
English major Yeager spent two
years at Rice as an assistant direc-
tor of admissions. She traveled
around the U.S., interviewing pro-
spective students, lecturing at high
schools and representing Rice at
national meetings. When home in

Houston, she not only interviewed prospec-
tive freshmen but also read applications,
assisted in decisions of admission and edited
a newsletter for the National Association of
College Admissions Counselors. Richard
Stabell, dean of admission, describes Yeager
as "the kind of person who could represent
Rice well. She never seemed to run out of
energy."

"If there's anything
else in the world
that you would
do other than acting,
and you know you'd
be happy at it,
then do it."

—Donna Yeager
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"She thinks like an actress,
and that not anything
that I necessarily taught
her. She just had that
instinct."

—Neil Havens

Although she enjoyed her job with
admissions, Yeager missed acting, an obses-
sion since high school. With the help of a
generous check from Houston phi-
lanthropist Cynthia Woods Mitchell, Yeager
was able to go overseas for a year of profes-
sional training at the Drama Studio of
London, from which she received a
postgraduate diploma with distinction.

After she had completed her training,
Yeager remained in England for six more
Years, obtaining her British Actors' Equity
card and working professionally. She has
appeared on the London stage and in a
number of Great Britain's regional theaters,
in such roles as Candy Starr in "One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest," Lily in "Annie,"
„Corrie in "Barefoot in the Park," Bessie in
South Pacific," and Luciana in "A Comedy
of Errors." Her professional resume also
includes television, film and cabaret work.

Tired of cold English winters and ready
for a change, Yeager returned to the U.S. in
March 1987. She auditioned at the Alley
Theatre in June, and by August had con-
tracted to perform the role of Sylvia in
Richard Harris' "Stepping Out," set to open
O n the Alley's large stage 11 days after the
end of the "Henceforward..." run.

As one might expect, Yeager's work
turned into a juggling act when the time
came to begin rehearsals for "Stepping Out,"
2. Play that required extensive tap dancing.
There were days when I just thought I
e‘ouldn't go on," she says. Rehearsals for
Stepping Out" would run from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., followed by the 8 p.m.-to-11 p.m. per-
lormances of "Henceforward..."

What kept Yeager going? "I guess the
desire to succeed, having the desire to meet
the challenge," she says. And, without a
doubt, the camaraderie. For example,
George Segal reassured Yeager with a story
about his own early experience on Broad-
Way. He had been understudying for O'Neill's
The Iceman Cometh," and when the day
arrived for him to go on, Jason Robards and
the rest of the cast comforted him with

Yeager (left) in a recent Alley Theatre production

words to the effect of, "Don't worry about it.
We're there to catch you. We'll do every-
thing we can to help you and, if you fall,
we're there to catch you."

Segal furthered his point by adding,
"Donna, everything comes full circle. They
helped me, and now it's my turn to help
you."

hat lies ahead for Yeager?
Although nothing is ever cer-
tain in the precarious world of
the performing arts, Yeager pre-
dicts moving to Los Angeles or
Chicago in the near future. As a
result of Dan Sullivan's favora-
ble review, a number of U.S.

casting directors and agents have been call-
ing. In the more distant future, Yeager would
like, among other things, to publish her
collected poems and return to school for a
Ph.D. in either directing or dramatic
criticism.

Yeager's recent success, however, does
not shield her from the realities of her pro-
fession, which can mean periods of six
months without an acting job in sight. In
addition to taking odd jobs to sustain herself
in such times, Yeager must be, as she says,
"a winner at heart."

It is no surprise, then, that from her 10-
year perspective of the ups and downs of the
business, Yeager offers sobering advice to
aspiring actors and actresses: "If there's any-
thing else in the world that you would do
other than acting, and you know you'd be
happy at it, then do it," she says.

"Acting is the hardest profession in the
entire world, and I wouldn't wish it on any-
body unless they knew it was so
instinctively right for them that there was
no choice to be made."
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by Joyce Taber

When Louis Spaw '40 accepted his
award as Houston's 1988 Engineer of

the Year in February, he was flattered by the
honor but couldn't understand what all the
fuss was about.

Despite a reputation for innovative
engineering that has helped build a com-
pany that ranks 78 among the top 400
general contractors in the nation, Spaw
passes along much of the credit to his part-
ner, Frank Glass '39, and his wife, Wanda
'40.

Spaw's award was presented in Febru-
ary by the local chapters of the Texas
Society of Professional Engineers in honor of
his outstanding achievements and dedicated
service to the engineering profession.
Among its many projects, Spaw-Glass Con-
struction Inc. has been responsible for the
construction of Houston's Albert Thomas
Convention Center, Miller Outdoor Theater,
Park Plaza Hospital and the Nassau Bay
Hilton. During the last 35 years the com-
pany has also built hundreds of hospitals,
shopping centers, churches, educational
facilities and special purpose buildings in
Houston and all over the Southwest.

One of its smaller current projects is
the addition of a fourth floor to Rice's Allen
Center for Business Activities.

The Rice connection is appropriate
  since it was on campus in the late 1930s

that Spaw met three of the people who would
bear the most influence on his life — fellow
engineering student Frank Glass, fellow Rice
chorale member Wanda Hoencke and an
early mentor, Professor Lewis Ryon.

"I'd never known Frank until we wound
up in the same mathematics class," Spaw
says. "I would get out of class, and I'd meet
Wanda at the door. So when I think of Rice, I
think of the engineering building, of Frank
Glass and of the gal I married. They were all
right there."

Inside that engineering building was
Lewis Ryon. "He was a fine teacher and a
fine man," Spaw says. "He took a personal
interest in students, and gave a lot to Rice
out of his small salary. We didn't have large
classes in the civil engineering department,
and he would advise us about everything. He
advised us against marrying a blonde, and
advised using castor oil as a laxative."

Though Ryon had a tremendous influ-
ence, Spaw's desire for a career in
engineering started much earlier. As a
youngster, he would accompany his father to
work as a contractor, building houses and
small commercial buildings. "I remember

being on the job, just helping out. I can recall
one of the carpenters asking if I planned to
go to college. I had heard my dad talking to
someone about structural engineers, so I
said, 'Well, I'm going to be a constructural
engineer.' And that's exactly what I am — 'a
constructural engineer.' Occasionally at Rice
I thought about being a doctor or a preacher,
but! graduated as an engineer."

Spaw's first job was with the civil engi-
neering department of Humble Oil, where
he worked for two years before going into
the Navy. "When I got back to the United
States to report to Humble Oil, I could
hardly bring myself to go back after having
been in construction," Spaw says. "I asked
the chief engineer and found that to really
advance in the company, I needed to go back
to school."

A return to student life, however, was a
luxury that Spaw — with a wife and a 20-
month-old daughter — decided he could not
afford. Instead, he turned to Lewis Ryon.
Ryon put him to work teaching classes at
Rice for Jim Sims, who had been called late
into service. Then, Ryon helped Spaw get a
job with Richard Farnsworth's construction
company, where he renewed his acquain-
tance with fellow Rice alum Frank Glass. On
Feb. 1, 1953, Spaw and Glass joined forces
and started a business of their own.

Spaw-Glass Construction Inc. grew
steadily, but slowly. "We didn't really have a
'big break,'" Spaw says. "We designed a resi-
dential subdivision called Cottage Oaks on
the north side of town. We built the houses
ourselves, with contractors. We moved on to
doing commercial work, some highway
work, some wharf work for the Port of
Houston. We grew about 20 percent a year
in the early years."

Later, they proceeded to other projects,
including Rice's Brown College, a large part
of the University of Texas Medical School
building, Houston's Sharpstown Tower and
the Albert Thomas Convention Center, to
name just a few.

Perhaps because of his insistence on
maintaining a low profile, few people

fully realize all to which Spaw can lay claim.
When one talks to his family, friends and
engineering peers, one is immediately
impressed by the fact that Spaw is consid-
ered a true gentleman. He is both well loved
and well respected, a rare combination.
Those who know him also say that as an
engineer and a person, he clearly exemplifies
everything that is summed up in the word
"professional."

Spaw has transformed his craft with his
pioneering use of equipment and tech-
niques, maintaining a standard of ethical
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conduct both in his personal and profes-
sional lives and becoming an example for
others. His life has been one of service — to
his family and friends, to his community
and to his fellow engineers.

Houston's Albert Thomas Convention
Center is a good example of Spaw's profes-
sional expertise. When it was built, the
center was longer by a third than the Hum-
ble Building (then the city's tallest building)
was high — 960 feet. It is even more
impressive when one understands the obsta-
cles Spaw faced. For Spaw-Glass
Construction, then with a net worth well
under $1 million, to take on a $12 million
project was akin to David taking on Goliath.

The project also involved a daunting list
of engineering challenges.

A tie-back system was designed to hold
the sheet piling in place for the 35-foot-deep
excavation without filling the basement area
with bracing. The system employed diago-
nally drilled concrete deadmen with greased
post tensioning cables that allowed the wal-
ers and sheeting to be jacked back against
the earth, which supported major thor-
oughfares that could not be closed to traffic.

Spaw refuses to take credit for having
invented the system. He got the idea from
his friend Nat Turner, the 1970 Engineer of
the Year, who had seen an Engineering
News-Record article about a Fruin-Colnon
Co. project in New York on which a tie-back
retention system had been used.

Placement of concrete for the large slab
areas with very limited access for cranes
presented daily problems, since concrete
pumps were not yet available. Tinted archi-
tectural concrete, both cast in place and
precast at the site, presented a real chal-
lenge.

Toward the west end of the project, the
building was designed to follow the natural
banks of Buffalo Bayou on the north side
and to miss a huge oak tree on the south.
The tree, around 150 years old and now a
city landmark, was carefully protected dur-
ing construction. It has survived and
flourished.

Like its chairman of the board, Spaw-
Glass has a reputation for never doing things
the same way twice. Always, there is
improvement, innovation and experimenta-
tion to find a better way. Among one-of-a-
kind projects for the company were the
Hippo House at the Houston Zoological Gar-
dens, Shamu Stadium for Sea World in
Orlando, Fla., and the Lunar Sample Cura-
torial Facility at NASA. The latter required
that no contaminants, including dust, be
allowed even in its infrastructure. This was
one contract that carried an allowance for
white gloves and tennis shoes.

Spaw-Glass has also constructed many
hospitals and healthcare facilities, and is a

recognized leader in that building type.
When the Mayo Clinic did extensive work on
hospital design using time and motion stud-
ies, they gave their data to Spaw-Glass. The
result was Park Plaza Hospital, an innovative
hospital-in-the-round that gives every
patient a view of both the world and the
nursing staff while minimizing the time it
takes nurses to reach patients.

Despite undeniable professional
success, Louis Spaw is perhaps most

proud of events in his personal life, includ-
ing his own rise as a self-made businessman.
"I was born over my grandfather's grocery
store on the corner of North Main and Hogan
on the north side of Houston. My grand-
mother delivered me," he says. During the
Depression, the family lived in the middle
of farm country on Rittenhouse Road.
"The house was half-built, and it had rats in it
and there was an outhouse. I farmed, and I
milked the cows, fed the hogs and chickens,
and gardened."

He also rode the bus to Burbank Junior
High School and, later, to Jeff Davis High
School, where he was a straight-A student.
When it came time for Spaw to enter Rice,
the family moved to the West Alabama
Street area so he could walk to classes. "My
family was very supportive," he says.

Based on his own college experience
Spaw says he would like to see some changes
in the way engineers are educated, comple-
menting their specializations with a better-
rounded general education. "When I hire, I
look for someone who's taken some human-
ities courses and has some idea of how the
world is, how to express him- or herself and
how to write a letter.

"What I usually look for is someone who
has taken either civil or mechanical engi-
neering, and who has also been involved in
business. That's the ideal combination. I
think construction has suffered from the

lack of really well-trained engineers who
have the imagination and the drive to
develop new things. We've left it too much to
the architects and the pure scientists to
come up with new developments."

Spaw also has definite ideas about how
a company should be run. "I'm always proud
when I see somebody who's worked hard for
us succeed, and I'm disappointed when they
don't. It is a real challenge to recognize a
person's strengths and limitations, and to
give that person training and job assign-
ments that lead to success."

Recognizing, hiring and cultivating
such people has contributed to his own
company's success. "We've made a reputa-
tion for ourselves and learned some things
in the process," he says. "I've really been
proud of most of the jobs we've done,
whether they've been small or large, long or
difficult.

"Frank Glass and I both have pretty
upright backgrounds. We always wanted to
make it by hard work, and we wanted to do
it honestly. We set ourselves some ethical
standards in dealing with our subcontrac-
tors and in the way we do our buying, so we
established that kind of reputation. We
always tried to be responsible. We tried to
satisfy the customers. We're working human
beings under all kinds of circumstances, so
we don't always succeed 100 percent — but
we come fairly close."

The philosophy most important to
Louis Spaw, however, is the one he

uses to live his own life and the one he
taught his four children. "I believe we have
to surround ourselves with controls," he
says. "We are not born automatically good.
When we're born we tend to be selfish and
destructive of other people. That's what
I call 'survival of the so-called fittest.' A lot
of people live that way and don't care to
change it.

"But perhaps because of the religious
and family background I've had, I think we
have to change it. We have to surround
ourselves with people who are trying to be
the best they can. If you surround yourself
with people like that, and if you give of
yourself instead of trying to get all the time,
then you'll have a satisfying life. You'll be
productive."

Former editor of the Rice Engineer, Joyce
Taber is currently working as a writer in
the Houston area.
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It's a Closer

Encounter

Than We Thought

Life•
Space

by Bill Noblitt

In 1957, at age 7, I saw a
movie titled "Invaders
from Mars" that scared me
out of my wits. In the
Movie, Martians came to
Earth and burrowed in
the ground, took a boy's
tamily and implanted
mind-controlling elec-
trodes in their brains. The
humans were thus turned

Photos Courtesy of NASA



into robots, who generally wreaked havoc on
the landscape. The Martians were awful-
looking creatures, too, walking around like
stiff-necked zombies in white suits. With a
human head and octopus-like arms, their
leader sent silent commands to her drones.

Today, we have met the invaders, and
they are us. In spite of the Challenger acci-
dent, NASA has started an Office of
Exploration that is actually looking at not
only a round-trip, all-expenses-paid, to
Mars, but also a permanent Mars base. For-
mer astronaut Sally Ride even wrote a NASA
report that outlines such a trip by 2010, a
moon base by 2001 and a space station by
the 1990s. If all goes well, this space odyssey
could happen in my lifetime.

It's the stuff of science fiction, as Rice
and NASA scientists contemplate terraform-
ing on Mars — planting a few trees and
vegetables, letting them soak up the carbon
dioxide-rich atmosphere and exhale oxygen,
and, presto, in a few hundred years, Mars
might have an Earth-like environment. Or
consider the lunar base idea — NASA's scien-
tists have already developed a way to take
moon rocks, crush them up and extract
their oxygen. They're also developing a
method of skimming hydrogen from moon
soil. Mix oxygen and hydrogen together, and
you have water.

What's going on here? What happened
to the space shuttle and NASA's freight men-
tality? Could the U.S. actually aim for
destinations in space rather than sending its
spacecraft up and down like yo-yos, repair-
ing a few satellites here, placing a few
satellites there? If so, it could reflect a major
shift in philosophy. And that's what many
Rice scientists and alumni at NASA believe
is happening. It could be, as Ray Bradbury
told us in The Martian Chronicles, that we
are — or at least will be — the ancestors of the
Martians.

0 ne's feet practically leave the ground,
the mind almost floating in space,

when talking to professor of space physics
John Freeman. "This sounds like a cliché,
but humans love to explore," he says.
"We have an incredible curiosity about the
unknown. It's the same reason that we want
to go to the North Pole or climb Everest or
even visit China for the first time. Anything
new and unknown excites us.

"Mars is as much a part of our natural
heritage as the Rocky Mountains," Freeman
says.

While humans might love exploration,
other Rice scientists say there are better
ways to advance scientific knowledge than
sending ourselves into space. For example,
F.C. Michel, professor of space physics and a
former astronaut, says ironically little sci-
ence comes from the manned space

program. Most of the major science develops
from unmanned space vehicles, he points
out. "If NASA spent one-half its space pro-
gram budget on unmanned space
exploration, we'd know a lot more about our
solar system — knowledge that could help us
with our manned missions.

"Our space program is hobbled by the
comic strips," he adds. "There's too much
Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers in NASA's
mentality of space exploration. What we
need is a balanced approach to studying
space. But NASA is putting the cart before
the horse by discussing a space station and
base on the moon. These could turn out to
be horrible failures. Right now, there's no
urgent use for them. Without a definite and
well thought-out plan, these projects could
end up being abandoned after they're built."

Professor and chair of the Department
of Space Physics Alex Dessler agrees. "I
don't want to discount the manned space
program entirely, but consider the funds
needed for a lunar base. The Apollo program
cost $25 billion in 1960s dollars. Let's
assume a lunar base would cost the same
today but in 1980s dollars. If you take the
increased complexity of a base plus the infla-
tion over the last 25 years into account,
you're talking about a lunar-base project
that would cost more than $1 trillion. To do
just the lunar base, NASA's budget would
have to be increased to $100 billion a year —
it is now only one-tenth that much." In addi-
tion, as NASA's and Rice's space scientists
have indicated, Congress has not yet appro-
priated the monies for such projects.
Without the bucks, there can be no Buck
Rogers.

However, Wendell Mendell (M.S. '72,
Ph.D. '76), chief scientist for lunar base
studies at the NASA/Johnson Space Center,
shared NASA's estimated costs for a lunar
base, which differ somewhat from Dessler's
figures. "In NASA, we estimate the cost of a
fairly advanced lunar base program to be the
equivalent to the real dollar cost of the
Apollo program but spread over 20 years,"
he says. "In other words, our estimate is like
$100 billion for the entire project." While the
numbers sound large, Mendell says, they
should be considered not by today's eco-
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nomic standards but in light of the three
p::.reent annual growth of the Gross National
Product.

"NASA's initial estimates are almost
always woefully low," Dessler counters. "For
example, the space station that was initially
to cost $8 billion is now estimated to cost
32 billion."

But the scientists who believe that lunar
and Mars bases are in the not-too-distant
future are not dreamy-eyed optimists with
their heads in the galaxies - they're realistic
about the prospects. And though they dis-
cuss their beginning lunar and Mars projects
With reservation, their excitement for them
cannot be hidden. Even Dessler and Michel
believe that lunar and Mars bases are in our
future, but considerably down the space
highway. "We're going to need a new tech-
nology, one that is safe, reliable and less
Costly," Dessler points out. "Our ancestors
Will look on photos of flames coming out of
our rockets with awe, and wonder, 'Did they
really do it that way?"

Some NASA scientists are more blunt
about obtaining realistic budgets for a space
Program that depends on unmanned robots.
The nation just won't support a space pro-
gram without humans being involved in it,"
says Jess Carnes '71, manager of Lockheed's
solar system exploration department at
NASA/JSC. "Probes to the outer planets just
don't turn people on. But there is room for
the unmanned program. In fact, unmanned
Probes to Mars to map the planet and collect

4samples will be required before we can send
- humans up there.

"And if you think about it, humans are
tar more versatile and intelligent than any
robot," Carnes continues. "If you can afford
the life support requirements, you're getting
the best bang for the space buck by using
humans. We just can't replicate the human
mind in computers yet. For example, if you
send an autonomous rover to Mars, and that
rtrver encounters something completely
Lurlexpected, it won't know what to do. A
"man encountering that situation can rea-
son from his or her past experiences and
smitaukaetiaon:, reasonable attempt to handle the

, That's not the only thing humans have
!earned from past experience. We've also
learned that our planet can be obliterated by
something as small as destruction of thettro ;Mai rainforests that provide most of the
. arth's oxygen, or by destroying ourselves
through thermonuclear war. "Walking on the
tilL°0n and viewing Earth from space readily
suowed us that we live in a finite world - a
verY delicate world," Carnes says. "There is

AUL&

any number of natural and human-made
catastrophes that could take place and wipe
out life as we know it."

Sound like more science fiction? Free-
man points to the dinosaurs, an entire
species destroyed by some as-yet-unidenti-
fied natural happening. "We suspect that a
giant meteor, asteroid or comet struck the
Earth and changed the biosphere. The same
thing could happen to us. It's not beyond the
realm of possibility.

"As soon as the human species is able to
transplant itself to the moon and Mars, it
will have taken a large step to ensure its own
survival."

When we get there, will beings with
human-like heads and octupus-like

arms be there to greet us? "There's a lot of
argument about other life forms, but there's
no scientific evidence or rationale to say
whether or not there is any other life in our
universe," Dessler says. "There are no data,
so there can be no definitive arguments
regarding life elsewhere in our galaxy or
universe. It is possible that we are the only
life in the universe."

With the survival imperative as
ammunition, how do we get there, and what
will life be like when we do? "Invaders from
Mars" it's not, according to Mendell - but it
comes close. "Sure, there's the possibility we
could change the Martian atmosphere or
change Mars in some way. That possibility
concerns us at this stage of planning. Mar-
velous scientific discoveries await us, and
we don't want to destroy the evidence by our
own clumsiness. In the longer view, it may
well be that the planets will change us before
we change the planets."

How do we get there? First, NASA must
change its mentality from a transportation
system to one that is destination-oriented,
Carnes says. "We're used to flying people up
for a few days or weeks and then getting
them back down. Now, we'll have to shift our
thinking to a more permanent view of
human habitation of space."

Next, according to all the scientists,
projects must be done in a logical order.
Before building a lunar base, a space station
must be available to perform long-term
experiments on human beings to see what
effects space will have on them. "For
instance, we know that living in zero gravity
slowly erodes the calcium in our bones and

causes other changes as our bodies adapt to
living in space," Mendell explains. "These
changes might not be so bad except that we
have to change back to live on Earth again.
We just need some basic investigations into
the reversibility of the human body's
response to weightlessness before we can
begin to think about a moon base and
extended space flight."

Other important experiments can take
place as well. What happens to plants that
grow in zero gravity, or can they grow at all?
"I'm working with a group now that's asking
just that question," Carnes says. "We're
developing a computer simulation of a
closed ecological life support system that
includes growing plants that take the air we
exhale and turn it into oxygen. Astronauts
will then eat those plants and waste would
be recycled to the plants as fertilizer. This
isn't beyond the realm of possibility at all.
We're trying to work out systems for the
space station, moon base and Mars mission
that make them as self-sufficient as possible
without having to supply all their needs from
Earth."

The space station, in turn, would be a
way station between Earth and the lunar
base, which sounds even more like science
fiction. NASA geologist and 1958 Rice gradu-
ate David McKay helped develop the concept
for a small device that can take oxygen-rich
lunar soil and break down its oxygen for
lunar settlers. "I know this works," he says
modestly. "We've done it in the lab."

He's also looking at creating a plant that
would provide materials for building the
moon base. Finding hydrogen on the moon
is a bit tougher, but he believes that hydro-
gen does exist in small quantities on the top
layer of the surface. The trick is to build a
machine that skims off that top layer of soil
and extracts the hydrogen. Once that's
done, the hydrogen can be mixed with the
oxygen to create water. He even says this
hydrogen and oxygen can be used as rocket
fuel, a next step in the process. McKay is
also working on using local materials to
provide fuel and construction supplies on
Mars.

"Eventually, our plans are to build 90
percent of the lunar base out of local mate-
rials," he says. "If we had to haul everything
from Earth, a long-term lunar base would
not be economically feasible. We're talking
about a permanent facility."

Another shift in NASA's thinking has
taken place. It's the idea that space is

a place to do a job, and not just for people
with the "right stuff," those college-degreed
aviators and scientists who meet some ideal-
istic criteria of American hero. Wendell
Mendell first latched onto this idea after



playing a soccer game. Following the game,
he went out with a group of the players for
pizza and beer. One of the players owned the
pizza place and told everyone that the beer
was on him. Mendell turned to him and said,
"Thanks, I'll get you a ride on the shuttle."
After realizing Mendell worked for NASA,
two burly, blue-collar workers stood up and
said, "Man, I want to ride on the shuttle.
That'd be neat."

"I've always been concerned that some
people in this country thought of NASA as a
Yuppie WPA for people with college degrees,"
Mendell says. "After hearing these guys and
seeing one of our astronauts wrestle with a
satellite in space — swinging it back and
forth and trying to put spin on it — I realized
this is a fundamental change in the way peo-
ple perceive the space program. Space is just
another place to work."

Factories to make bricks for the moon.
A nuclear reactor to power the factories.
Oxygen- and hydrogen-making plants.

, Lunar and Mars bases. Space is beginning to
sound more like U.S. Steel than a glamorous
hell-bent-for-leather space hero's habitat.
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rom the moon, it's just a hop, skip and
jump to Mars (or a rather grueling three-

year flight to the Red Planet). A lot of the
same problems humans encounter on the
moon and the space station will be dealt out
in spades for the Mars mission.

First, the eternal question of money will
plague such an ambitious mission. Most of
the scientists say a joint mission with one or
two other nations would have to take place
because of the cost.

Second, the three-year trip will tax
even the best human specimen. If the bones
don't deteriorate first, then sheer con-
finement and loneliness might get the space
travelers in the end. What happens if there's
a serious need for a surgeon along the way?
Who will perform the operation? Besides
that, even if the human body is opened up
surgically, the blood wouldn't stay in the
body but would float around in zero gravity,
causing all kinds of bloody problems,
according to Patricia Reiff, Ph.D. '74/'75,
and a Rice senior research scientist in space
physics. Artificial gravity would have to be
provided for the spacecraft in order to cir-
cumvent such a problem.

Third, the launch window is once every
two-and-one-half years. If that launch date
is missed, we'd have to wait another two-
and-one-half years. And, with current think-
ing, a rescue mission would be out of the

question. Once that spacecraft leaves the
horizon, it's goodbye for three years.

Fourth, physical companionship might
be another factor that someone has to begin
thinking about. Should the astronauts be
married before the mission or after?

Reiff did a little scientific, pie-in-the-
sky brainstorming about some of these prob-
lems. Regarding loneliness and the stress of
long-term space flight, Reiff says the South
Pole would be a perfect place to test prospec-
tive Mars adventurers. "People have gone
honkers in just six months there," she points
out. "Keep the candidates there longer, and
you can rest assured that the ones who psy-
chologically survive the encounter are the
ones you want on the mission."

To keep the surgery problem to a mini-
mum, we could take out the appendix and
any other useless organ before the trip. Reiff
also believes that some form of artificial
gravity is needed for such a long space flight
or the astronauts won't be able to work on
the planet when they get there. Increased
acceleration or a slight spin might do the
trick. As far as the possibility of rescue, Reiff
speculates that the moon base could serve as
a way station.

A supply ship might even be launched
in advance of the manned mission. This sup-
ply ship would orbit Mars with fuel and
materials for the beginning of a Mars base.
The same problems of oxygen, water, food
and shelter that humans encountered on the
moon would now be dealt with on Mars.

But that itching question keeps coming
back. Why go? Professor Reiff quoted
another source to make her point: "Where
there is no vision, the people perish."

There's another important reason as
well. "There's a strong identification with a
country that does neat things in space and a
country with a strong technological base,"
Mendell says.

"A nation's actions in space are per-
ceived by other nations as a barometer of its
technological development," Carnes adds.
"These actions show how technologically
competent the country is."

Despite their disagreements over tim-
ing of such missions and settlements,

each scientist points out the tremendous
amount of scientific knowledge that will be
gained. Reiff and Mendell talk about gamma
ray and radio astronomy on the far side of
the moon. In spite of the Viking landings and
their search of life on Mars, there's reason
to believe the wrong experiments were
performed, according to Freeman. Reiff also
points out that we might not find life on
Mars, but there is evidence that Mars once
had running streams across its surface.
Imagine, she says, the thrill of finding a

fossil on the Red Planet. Since Mars did have
this watery environment, what happened
to it? Could the same thing happen to our
planet?

Says Michel: "There's a treasure trove of
secrets to the origin of life and the begin-
nings of the solar system to be found out
there."

There are other reasons as well. "A tre-
mendous amount of good science resulted
from the Apollo program," Reiff says. "I did
my thesis work during that series of mis-
sions. We might not have begun the program
because of the science, but good science was
definitely an outgrowth. We are still analyz-
ing the data from that mission."

"Sure, at first the Apollo mission might
not have been scientifically oriented,"
McKay stresses. "But after we got somebody
to the moon and back, the other missions
were definitely for the science."

The same old debate crops up. Some
say manned missions result in more space
science money for everyone. Others say
unmanned missions are cheaper and give
more for a longer period of time than any
manned mission. It's the same idea that
astronaut Dave and his computer partner
Hal debated in the Arthur C. Clarke book,
2001: A Space Odyssey. "Open the pod bay
doors, Hal," Dave pleads with the computer.
The computer replies, "I'm sorry, Dave, I'm
afraid I can't do that. This mission is too
important to allow you (a mere human) to
jeopardize it." And so it goes.

But it doesn't have to be this way. As
Freeman says: "Both manned and unman-
ned probes have a place in exploring the
solar system."

Space station, moon base, Mars base. As
Rice University's space physics depart-

ment celebrates its 25th year as the oldest
such department in the country, the long-
range goals of the space program loom ever
closer — more science fact than science fic-
tion. The debates go on, but many believe
the space program could be the uniting force
to save our fragile planet.

Dessler poses a somewhat science-
fiction proposition to the world: "Imagine
every nation giving up its military budget
and putting that money into a cooperative
space program with the goal of putting
humans on Mars," he says.

"Then we'd be able to do it — no sweat."

',Vow

4111111r-*AP

4

-.

• iff*



r Years

of

jSpace
Exploration

In 1962 in the Rice stadium, President John
F. Kennedy made his rousing speech justify-
ing space exploration. In September 1963,
the then space sciences department at Rice
was formed with four faculty members and
six graduate students. Three of the four lec-
ture courses listed in that year's catalog were
taught.

A lot of space science has gone over the
dam since then. Now in its 25th year, the
Rice University Department of Space Phys-
ics and Astronomy is celebrating its silver
anniversary as the oldest such department
in the nation.

"Rice began a space science department
at the time because we felt we'd be turning
our back on a major activity of the Houston
community — the Johnson Space Center — if
we didn't create one," says Alex Dessler,
chair of the department.

The department is purposely a graduate
one. "From the beginning, we wanted stu-
dents working on advanced degrees because
a bachelor's degree in this area would be too
much of an overlap with physics," Dessler
adds.

The curriculum has also remained
broad-based. "We cover nearly all the major
areas of space physics and astronomy," Des-
sler stresses. "Our students focus on one
major area of space physics study, but by the
time they graduate from our program, they
have a good background in several areas.
This gives them self-confidence to perform
well at whatever task they have to do after
they graduate."

From the beginning of the U.S. space
program, the department has played, and is
still playing, an active role. These are some
of the highlights of the research that has
taken place since then:

*Alex Dessler and Tom Hill have been
actively involved in the Voyager flybys of the
outer planets. Voyager recently visited Ura-
nus and the next stop is Neptune in less than
two years.

*John Freeman and Dick Wolf and their
research team are presently working on
space storms, those clouds in space that
wreak havoc on satellites. Additionally,
Freeman had solar wind plasma instruments
placed on the moon during the Apollo
missions.

*Patricia Reiff's experiments also took
place during the Apollo mission. In addition,
she now studies plasma physics with par-
ticular interest in the aurora, those
mysterious lights that illuminate the north-
ern latitudes.

*Donald Clayton predicted 20 years ago
that the death of stars would unmask the
secrets of the origins of matter on Earth. His
prophecy is now widely accepted in the sci-
entific community and has been
substantiated by studying Supernova 1987A,
a star explosion that happened some
170,000 years ago.

*Paul Cloutier has investigated the
effects of the solar wind on the atmospheres
of Venus and Mars and is now embroiled in a
heated controversy over whether or not
there is lightning on Venus.

*Robert Haymes was the first to detect
pulse gamma rays from the Crab Nebula and
the presence of gamma rays at the center of
our galaxy. He is now designing a new
gamma ray telescope to refine those earlier
measurements.

*C.R. O'Dell is the principal researcher
and project scientist on the Hubble Space
Telescope scheduled to be launched into
space by an upcoming shuttle flight.

*Curt Michel is a scientist who has also
been an astronaut. Today, he cavorts with
pulsars and quasars.

*Reggie Dufour plumbs the depths of
galaxies with startling color images that
reveal the presence of various chemical
elements.

*In the tradition of Ben Franklin, Art
Few flies instrumental balloons through
thunderstorms to reveal their electrical
structure.

*Barry Dunning and Ronald Stebbings
(also vice president for student affairs at
Rice) make atoms in the lab that are larger
than anyone has previously seen or studied.

*Joe Chamberlain and his colleague
Tamara Ledley try to understand subtle
changes in the Earth's atmosphere and pre-
dict the next ice age.

These activities are just the tip of the
iceberg of Rice's involvement in space.
Today, Rice's 22 space scientists garner
about n million in annual support and
guide more than 30 graduate students. The
department has come a long way since its
humble beginnings.
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Mid-Life Crisis

The woman in the registrar's office was reas-
suring — sort of.

"Oh no, Mr. Robison," she said. "Some-
one graduating from Rice in their early 40s
is not at all unusual these days. Just a year
or so ago, we had someone graduate in their
60s — or was it their 50s? Anyway, older
graduates are not uncommon. And a few of
them have even been men."

Well, I guess that was reassuring. At
least I would be in no danger, by the time I
receive my Ph.D. in biology this May at the
tender age of 42, of being The Oldest Person
Ever to Graduate From Rice.

That prospect had haunted me, but it
was a minor vexation in the shadow of my
larger experience at Rice as an older stu-
dent, an experience that was to be at times
frustrating but in the last analysis immen-
sely rewarding. Rice, I was to vividly learn,
is not just for the 18-year-old whiz kid.

When I started here in January 1982, I
Was caught up in a personal maelstrom. I felt
the hopes and doubts of one embarking on a
nlid-life change in career, the excitement
and apprehension at attending a high-octane
institution like Rice after so many years
"way from the classroom, all leavened with a
iugitive sense of living out a childhood
fantasy.

I had decided to return to college after
;1:0 Years of disillusionment and eventual
°11rnout as a veterinarian, with a failing mar-
riage thrown in for good measure. I wanted
tu Pursue my original goal, long ago side-
tracked, of a career in the life sciences.

I first talked to some people at the Uni-
versity of Houston, not thinking that Rice
Would be within my reach, but I was still not
quite ready to make that final leap. Then I
luet Herb Ward.

Confessions of Possibly the
Oldest Biology Student

Ever to Graduate from Rice
by B.C. Robison Ph.D.'88

My years at Rice began, modestly enough, in
a bar. During those dark, bitter years of the
late '70s and early '80s I had adopted as my
second home a nightclub in the Village; I
was there practically every night.

Herb, who was then (as he is now) chair
of Rice's Department of Environmental Sci-
ence and Engineering, would come by
briefly on Saturday afternoons after working
in his campus office.

I got to know Herb well, and as I would
tell him of my plans and ambitions he
encouraged me to consider Rice. I was tre-
mendously impressed with Herb's
knowledge and insight, and his interest and
support in my new career shook me out of
my indecision.

I applied and was accepted, and early
one cold, gray January morning I found
myself in a Rice classroom with 15 students
half my age. I couldn't help but think the
whole time: when I was their age, they were
playing with dolls and small, plastic
dumptrucks.

The memory of that first day will long
remain with me.

The first period was Paul Harcombe's
plant biology course. I can still hear him say
very matter-of-factly in his deliberate, reso-
nant voice: "This text we'll be using is really
for two semesters, but we'll cover it in one.
That's no problem for Rice students."

What bothered me was not so much the
prospect of double-timing through the text
as the fact that it didn't seem to bother any-
one else. There was not a peep of protest. At
A8r,M, sabers would have been drawn.

Richard "Coach" Casey's lecture in bio-
logical oceanography later that first day was
no less unnerving. He came in, dumped a
gigantic notebook on the table, hunched
over it and started flipping through the
pages.

"I know you people already know this,"
he said. "But let's have a quick review." He
then raced through his notes on physical
oceanography, which everyone else had
obviously already studied and which I, natu-
rally, had not.

Everyone else looked bored. I got
writer's cramp and took deep breaths. Yes, I
was indeed at Rice, and the rumors were
true.

I quickly learned the first lesson of the
older student: studying is easier at 21 than at
39. What I lacked in natural energy I had to
make up in determination laced with fear.
But ironically enough, the high pitch and
fast pace of the Rice classroom kept me
pumped up.

I did well in my coursework at Rice, but
I wonder if I would have done as well at a less
demanding institution. At my age the flesh
needs a little more prodding.

During my first year or so at Rice, when my
classroom load was the heaviest, students
would sometimes mistake me for a faculty
member. Or on occasion my being in a class
would call for an explanation. Environmen-
tal attorney Jim Blackburn, for instance,
didn't quite know what to make of this older
guy amid a class of peppy undergraduates
when I took his excellent course in environ-
mental law.

I had been writing my nature and sci-
ence column in the Houston Post for a
while, and Jim told me later than he frankly
had never had a newspaper columnist as a
student before. Jim and I are good friends
now, but he still thinks I am mildly crazy for
leaving veterinary medicine to go back to
school. He could be right.

Since I had already attended four other
colleges and had degrees in biology and vet-
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erinary medicine, I had to take only a few
courses. I soon began my doctoral research.

It was then that I came to realize what
the true central strength of Rice really is —
the faculty.

Rice frequently has its self-conscious
moments, pondering aloud just what it is
that makes it such a fine university. There
are numerous candidates for this honor: its
small size, its stringent admissions criteria,
the college system and so on. These all con-
tribute to Rice's excellence, but without a
faculty such as Rice's they are pointless.

Do we have a chicken-or-egg paradox
here? I think not. Edgar Odell Lovett
assembled the best faculty he could to the
cloistered buildings on the South Main
prairie. Julian Huxley and Griffith Evans
and all the others came first; the bright stu-
dents came later.

I discovered that I could benefit from
my years at Rice not in spite of being an
older student, but because of it. Although I
was technically a graduate student, I felt
more kinship with the faculty. They became
not just teachers and mentors, but friends,
and from that friendship I received the best
of what Rice had to offer. I could learn from
Rice in a way not possible for the 18-year-old
whiz kid.

Herb had steered me toward Frank
Fisher, who became my major faculty
adviser. Frank and I had a mutual interest in
marshland ecology and coastal wildlife, and
on that foundation he started me on my dis-
sertation on the muscle biochemistry of red
drum and spotted seatrout.

Everyone else looked
bored. I got writer's
cramp and took deep
breaths. Yes, I was indeed
at Rice, and the rumors
were true.

If there was ever a Renaissance man of
biology, it is Frank Fisher. His encyclopedic
knowledge of marine biology, biochemical
physiology and other areas of the biological
sciences was a standard and an inspiration.

With Frank, a coffee break could turn
into a mini-seminar on marine parasitology
or estuarine ecology. It was seldom that even
a casual conversation with him didn't teach
you something.

One evening, not wanting to go home to
the eventual ex-wife, I went down to Willy's
Pub. Wayne Campbell, another biology fac-

B.C. Robison

ulty member, was there, and I reluctantly
struck up a conversation with him. Wayne
had given me an indifferent, unsmiling
greeting when we had first met, so when we
became running buddies I considered it a
minor triumph. Wayne was not easy to get to
know, but in making our rounds I probably
learned as much from him as from anyone.

Wayne was also going through a divorce
at that time, and as soul mates hitting the
bars and restaurants of the area we talked of
science, Rice, our ex-wives, science and
more science. Wayne is one of the more
accomplished researchers in the biology fac-
ulty, and he was an uncompromising
advocate of the highest of standards in
research.

Research was the creation of new
knowledge, he would say through the smoke
and din of Willy's, and there was no higher
pursuit in the academy. And research was
barren, he would go on, unless you answered
the right questions with it.

In later years, as a science writer for
Sallyport doing a series of faculty profiles, I
became well acquainted with faculty mem-
bers beyond our corner of the campus.
These people also taught me a great deal in
their own way, and the feeling never left me
that, had I been younger, it wouldn't have
been the same. The memories crowd around
me and will stay a long time.

Whether it was strolling through the
quadrangle late one afternoon with Al Van
Helden, talking about the history of the tele-
scope, or getting cornered by Angelo Miele
in the depths of Fondren Library and getting
an impromptu lesson on the mathematics of

Photo by Tommy LaVergne

windshear, or watching the subdued joy of
Rick Smalley as he talked of his discovery of
carbon-60, or perhaps arguing with Mike
Berry over whether Mozart or Bach was
Einstein's favorite composer, or listening to
John Boles on the Civil War or Bob Patten on
literature over lunch at the faculty
club... .the memories rush back.

I have left Rice now, and it seems I have
come full-circle. Back in the '50s, I would
come to campus for football games during
the glory days to watch my hero Buddy Dial,
and going through the campus I remember
seeing students through their windows at
Baker, studying in the orange glow of a
gooseneck lamp on a Saturday night. This
was a special place, I thought, and wouldn't
it be wonderful if someday...

That day came. I went about it a little
differently, but it was the most rewarding
time of my life.

After I hung up from talking to the
woman in the registrar's office, I realized I
had forgotten to ask her: well, maybe, what
about being the oldest biology student ever
to graduate? But I knew the answer didn't
really matter.

B.C. Robison will receive his doctorate this
May. In addition to writing a weekly col-
umn in the Houston Post and occasional
pieces for Sallyport, Robison is also work-
ing on a book to be published by Rice
University Press.

Page 22/APKIL-MAY



Beer-Bike
Dynasty Falls
in Upset
Women riding for Sid Rich? The
men of Brown College? The fall of
the Will Rice/Lovett dynasty?
Obviously, the 31st Annual Beer-
Bike at Rice University offered
more than the usual allotment of
thrills and spills.

The alumni race kicked off the
March 26 festivities, with Will Rice
finishing by a wide margin. After
that, suspense was not lacking.

In the men's race, Jones Col-
lege pulled off an upset, winning its
urst men's race in college history
and effectively putting an end to
the stronghold of Will Rice and
Lovett, which had dominated the
race in years past. With a time of
4:55.68, Jones pushed Lovett into
second place despite its strong
time of 21:55.82.

The Jones-Lovett finish was
ne of the closest in Beer-Bike

nistory.
Though Will Rice led in the

earl), stages, its team dropped to athird-place finish, with 22:16.
Baker finished fourth at 22:32,
With fifth place going to Hanszen at
(2i:53, sixth to Sid Rich at 23:30
uIt migh they claim to have been

'St-dressed) and seventh to Wiess
at 
23:30.37.
In its first men's race, Brown

College finished eighth at 23:52.71,
e°ming in just ahead of the Gradu-
ate Student Association, which
finished last with a time of over
24.00.

. Will Rice held onto its lock for
Its sixth consecutive first-place
nish in the women's race, besting

Its own track record with a time of
.6:°1. Second-place Hanszen
1MProved over last year's time with

a finish of 16:08. Coming in third
was Jones, with a time of 16:19.

The fourth-place finish went
to Lovett with a time of 16:26, fifth
to Brown at 17:05.41, sixth to
Wiess at 17:05.47 and seventh to
Baker at 17:24.

The first Sid Rich women's
team, composed primarily of fresh-
men, finished last but is
promising a "comeback" in next
year's race.

Photos by Tommy LaVergne

President George Rupp (L) goes to the races, but some alumni and students (above) try to outdo each other in more outrageous fashion.
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Dancing for
Charity
On Friday, April 29, more than 700
seniors and alumni were expected
to revive a long-absent Rice Univer-
sity tradition: the senior ball.

Plans for the 75th Commence-
ment Gala began early last fall. The
purpose of the event was twofold:
the opportunity for graduating stu-
dents to meet the alumni and
friends of the university in a social
atmosphere, as well as the oppor-
tunity to raise funds to support the
Rice Student Volunteer Program.

"I got the idea from an alumna
I worked for this past summer,"
says Charles Krusekopf, chair of
the ad hoc committee for the
organization of a senior charity
ball. "She was telling me about all
the senior events that Rice used to
have in the week between the end
of finals and graduation, and I
thought it would be a great idea to
try to revive some of those."

• Before the advent of the col-
lege system in 1957, Rice students
elected class officers charged with,
among other duties, planning sen-
ior activities in the period between
the end of finals and commence-
ment ceremonies. "The Final Ball
of The Rice Institute" began with
the class that entered in 1912. By
1916, when the first class was ready
to graduate, the ball had become
the last in a whole series of events
for graduating seniors.

The activities began on Thurs-
day with a senior dinner in the
Brazos Court. On Saturday, Senior
German, a morning dance whose
name was changed to the Senior
American during World War I, was
held in the Commons (now Baker
College Commons). There was a
tennis tournament that afternoon,
and class exercises were later that

THE FINAL 
BALL

evening. Baccalaureate exercises
claimed Sunday morning, and were
always conducted by a Houston
minister. After the service, seniors
were given the rest of the day off to
contemplate life beyond the
hedges. Finally, a full day followed
on Monday, with commencement
at 9 in the morning, an afternoon
garden party thrown by President
and Mrs. Lovett, and then, the last
event the newly graduated seniors
would experience as the Class of
1916, the Final Ball at the Rice
Hotel.

The Final Ball originated in an
era that also held an Opening

•

FINAL .BALL
RICE 1934

CtPr
-• • III', tr _

4 t. 
ainnlitIPP

"

0 4111 (e17/7//4 flue

I c

*tun,. Q.,.
4 , "Illlift,e

rt Co

levc,o,e

Dance at the beginning of every
year, a Freshman Stunt, a Soph-
omore Hop and a Junior
Promenade. The Opening Dance
fell to the wayside first, with the
other class dances being gradually
dropped from Rice's social calen-
dar. It was not 'until the 1950s,
however, that the Final Ball and all
its accompanying activities passed
from existence.

This year's dance promised to
rival those held in Rice's first 40
years. The 75th Commencement
Gala was to be held on the 47th
floor of the 1600 Smith Building.
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Although the Final Ball was
never a charity event, proceeds
from this year's Gala will be used to
establish an endowment for RSVP,
a community service organization
established in the fall of 1985.
RSVP serves as a liaison between
Rice and the outside world, provid-
ing an opportunity to volunteer for
meaningful service work.

— Debbie Schmidt '89
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Brown
Challenge
Years: An Even
Dozen
In 1976, the Brown Foundation, a
Philanthropic organization
founded by the late George R.
Brown '20, issued a challenge to
Rice University through a carefully
conceived matching grant program
scheduled to span 10 years.
, By 1982, the original $20 mil-
lion, 10-year Brown Challenge had
Proven such a success that the
foundation extended it to 1995.

1987 saw a continuation of the
tremendous support Rice has seen
Since beginning the challenge, rais-
Ing $6.5 million from contributors
that included the alumni, board of
governors, corporations and non-
alumni friends.

Forty-three Rice alumni
classes reached the goal of 50 per-
cent participation in the challenge,
topping the previous record of 42
classes set in 1986. Each class with
SO percent participation qualified
fur a $5,000 award for a total
'batch of $215,000; the 10th, 25th
and 50th reunion classes qualified
for a combined award of $150,000;
and 753 alumni who made gifts of
$1,000 or more qualified for a
Match of $188,250. The five most
recent classes (1982-86), which
9eeded to raise $50,000 to qualify
Or a $200,000 match, raised
866,364.
, Over the 12-year period, Rice
nas raised more than twice the
,tunds required under the chal-
lenge, resulting in a total of more
than $95 million to the university.

BROWN CHALLENGE COMPARATIVE REPORT, 1976-1987

BOARD OF NON
ALUMNI GOVERNORS CORPORATIONS

-ALUMNI
FRIENDS

TOTAL
RAISED*

BROWN MATCHING
GRANT PAID

RICE GIFTS
PLUS BROWN
MATCHING
GRANT PAID

1976 $ 659,184 $ 169,303 $ 654,260 $ 331,576 $ 1,814,323 $ 1,503,226 $ 3,317,549

1977 758,901 353,107 941,054 256,311 2,309,373 1,778,757 4,088,130

1978 914,697 625,810 1,221,350 391,677 3,153,534 2,233,862 5,387,396

1979 991,334 1,254,332 1,359,900 421,504 4,027,070 2,496,369 6,523,439

1980 1,280,833 1,721,453 1,538,645 696,688 5,237,619 3,483,810 8,721,429

1981 1,392,247 2,951,775 2,854,157 710,519 7,908,698 3,492,175 11,400,873

1982 1,588,825 1,159,472 2,592,747 799,444 6,140,487 3,410,122 9,550,609

1983 1,561,892 2,102,313 2,405,839 1,026,861 7,096,905 2,547,250 9,644,155

1984 1,697,179 2,624,153 2,572,578 1,275,021 8,168,931 2,567,000 10,735,931

1985 1,845,537 1,348,894 2,346,352 1,104,613 6,645,396 2,627,500 9,272,896

1986 2,582,436 1,321,308 2,537,059 1,213,380 7,654,183 2,650,000 10,304,183

1987 1,905,711 1,008,380 2,327,456 1,292,228 6,533,775 ** 6,533,755 ***

Totals $17,178,776 $16,640,300 $23,351,397 $9,519,792 $66,690,294 $28,790,071 $95,480,365

*Gifts for current operations only.
**Undetermined at this time.

* ** Reflects 1987 Rice gifts only; matching grant undetermined at this time.

BROWN CHALLENGE NUMBER OF DONORS 1976-1987

ALUMNI BOARD* CORPORATIONS
NON-ALUMNI

FRIENDS TOTAL

1976 6,074 18 286 666 7,044

1977 5,935 13 308 920 7,176

1978 6,761 17 355 926 8,059

1979 6,598 19 373 1,049 8,039

1980 6,779 18 410 1,131 8,338

1981 7,409 22 454 1,410 9,295

1982 8,401 14 473 1,520 10,408

1983 8,091 19 440 1,558 10,108

1984 8,200 17 421 1,629 10,267

1985 8,935 14 472 1,120 10,541

1986 10,544 16 503 2,347 13,410

1987 10,932 13 498 2,563 14,005

* Alumni members of the Board of Governors are included with alumni totals.

10TH, 25TH, AND 50TH REUNION
CLASSES:
1937
1962
1977

$37,591
95,789
36,745

64.8%
56.2%
39 1%

Direct award of $50,000 per class for combined

effort of 10th, 25th, and 50th Reunion Classes.

Direct award of $250 for each alumnus gift of
$1,000 or more.

753 alumni contributed $1,000 or more quali-
fying for this bonus award.

THE BROWN CHALLENGE 1987
BROWN

CATEGORY GOAL
AMOUNT
RAISED

Alumni

Board of
Governors

Corporations
Non-Alumni

Friends

$ 690,000 $1,905,711

750,000 1,008,380

960,000 2,327,456

200,000 1,292,228

$2,600,000 $6,533,775

ALUMNI INCENTIVES:

1. Five most recent classes-1982, 1983, 1984,

1985, 1986-needed to raise $50,000 to qualify

for a $200,000 match. These five classes raised

$66,364. Highest previous raised was $74,213.

2. Direct Awards

Classes with 50 percent participation*-forty-three

classes qualified: 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920,

1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927,

1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934,

1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941,

1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1947, 1948, 1949,

1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1955, 1958, 1960,

1962, 1963, 1964.

Direct $5,000 award for each class with 50 per-

cent participation.

Highest previous participation was forty-two

classes.

*Participation percentages include Alumni Board

members.
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Florence Nicholas Peterson
writes: "I only attended Rice for
one year (1921-22). I returned to
Oberlin College and earned a
music degree from the con-
servatory in 1924. My brother, Dr.
Henry 0. Nicholas, was on the
Rice faculty. I married my late hus-
band, fellow teacher Keith A.
Peterson, in 1929, and recently
moved to Westbrae Parkway in
Houston to be near my nephew,
Gerald H. Nicholas '54."

Class Recorder:
Beverly Van Zandt
218 Shoreacres Blvd.
La Porte, TX 77571
(713) 471-0827

30
Class Recorder:
Mildred Ogg Fisher
2910 Braeburn
Bryan, TX 77801

Class recorder Mildred Ogg
Fisher writes: "What a remarkable
pleasure it is to receive letters
from classmates that I haven't seen
for several decades. I am very glad
I offered to fill the recorder
vacancy.

"Helen Starkey Johnson wrote,
`Most of us do not consider our
routines to be dramatic and so are
reluctant to write about them.' I
personally am interested in every
item that is sent to me, and I'm
sure everyone else will feel the
same way.

"My first letter after I mailed my
first column was from Frances
C,ollum Huff from Plymouth, Miss.
She pointed out that my-postcard
had arrived at an importune time
—just before the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays. I was aware of
that bad timing but had a deadline
to meet shortly after the New Year.
Frances wrote that she and her
husband had flown to Los Angeles
to see the Rose Bowl game and to
visit with their son and his wife
and children and also with her sis-
ter, Martha, in Long Beach — hence
no reply until mid-January.

"She said her husband had
been chair of the board of trustees
at Michigan State for a number of
years, so they naturally rooted for
MSU. Frances and her husband
live on a farm, but he retired from
'farming' several years ago. Their
farmhouse was built in 1851. The
Huffs had three sons, but the
oldest one lost his life in the Navy.
One son is a professor of geology at
the University of Cincinnati. The
third has a realty business in
Philadelphia.

'My next letter came from Lillie
Blake Lamar (Mrs. Lavoisier L.).
She began in the usual way: 'We
don't have any remarkable
achievements to report.' Not so!
Lillie composed the following
paragraph:

"After teaching English at the
University of Puerto Rico for 14
years, Lillie and Lavoisier Lamar
returned to Austin to enjoy the
central environment and the many
cultural events associated with the
University of Texas. Retirement
has enabled Lavoisier to pursue his
lifelong interest in music,
especially in the revival of the
recorder, or "sweet flute." He is an
active member of the American
Recorder Society and of the Mid-
week Recorder Ensemble, for
which he has composed a variety
of pieces for the recorder and
other early musical instruments.
Lillie is an addict of 19th-century
English novelists, particularly of
Anthony Trollope. Their travels
have taken them to Hawaii many
times; they have a daughter living
there.' I think what they have done
is remarkable, don't you?

"Yesterday, I received a letter from
Felide O'Brien Robertson from
Sandy Spring, Md., where she lives
in a retirement home in order to
be near her children, two sons and
a daughter. Both sons are Phi Beta
Kappas, Charles III from the Uni-
versity of Virginia, and Stephen
from the University of Texas.
Charles III received an M.A. from
Harvard and is now associate
director at the National Museum of
American Art in Washington, D.C.
Stephen received a law degree
from Harvard. Her daughter, Anne,
who has also distinguished herself,
now lives in Washington, D.C.

"Felide has taken many inter-
esting trips to European countries.
I should have mentioned her hus-
band sooner. In 1933, she married
Charles James Robertson Jr., a
Houstonian.

"Now, all of you members of the
Class of 1930, please write to me so
I can relay your news to everyone."

Class Recorder:
Chris Hoover
5318 Meadow Lake Lane
Houston, TX 77056
(713) 621-5318

Class recorder Chris Hoover
sends the following news:

"He did it again! Barry Talbot,
who is an excellent photographer,
sent us prints of the pictures he
took at our 55th class reunion
luncheon. Barry had also taken
some excellent pictures at the time
of our 50th reunion. These pic-
tures have been put in the class

scrapbook, which is kept in the
archives room in the alumni office.
The scrapbook was started at the
time of our first reunion in 1937,
and it records most of the reunions
since that time. If you have not
seen the book, I think you will find
it interesting."

"Dorothy MeWhirter Rohwer,
who formerly lived in Huntsville,
Texas, has moved back to Houston
and is living at the Westbrae Courts.
Dorothy has one son, five grand-
children and one great-grandchild.
She participates in the social
activities at Westbrae Courts and
also enjoys playing bridge.

"Gwen Dwyer Pingrey, who lives
in Groves, Texas, was a chemist
with Texaco before her retirement.
She has taken an active interest in
the Pilot Club of Port Arthur, as
she was a charter member and has
served in various official positions.

"Charles Kriegel and his wife,
Lucy, attended the reunion. He
retired from Exxon, where he was
a geophysicist. The Kriegels have
three children and one grandchild.
Charlie is handy around the house
as he has a home workshop and
does maintenance of his home and
cars. He still has the amateur radio
license that he received at Rice in
1933. He also enjoys fishing and
traveling.

"Doris Stout Woolf received an
M.A. from the university and an
LL.B. from Houston Law School
after her years at Rice. She had
long been interested in antiques
and for five years wrote a Sunday
feature story on the subject for the
Houston Chronicle. Her hobby
these days is genealogy and she
belongs to Colonial Dames of
America, Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution and Daughters of
the Republic of Texas."

/
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Class Recorder:
Willie Mae Chapman Cole
2414 Chimney Rock
Houston, TX 77056
(713) 782-9509

Class Recorder Willie Mae Chap-
man Cole sends information about
classmate George A. Garrett
(M.A., Ph.D. '35), who was inducted
into the University of Mississippi
Alumni Hall of Fame. The cere-
mony and banquet were
incorporated into the university's
homecoming weekend festivities.
Garrett's career embraces mathe-
matics, geophysics, electronics,
nuclear engineering and data pro-
cessing. Completing his degrees at
Rice, he first became a
geophysicist with an oil explora-
tion firm in Texas. Then, following
the attack on Pearl Harbor, he
joined the staff of the radiation lab-
oratory at MIT, which designed
and developed microwave radar
systems. After WWII, Garrett
headed the engineering and
development division's analysis
and design department at the Oak
Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant.
Later, working for Lockheed Mis-
siles and Space Co., he directed
one of the world's largest privately
owned computer organizations.
From 1972-77, when he retired,
Garrett was senior scientist with
the Bechtel Corp.

.)

Claw Recorder:
Elliott Flowers
3330 Del Monte
Houston, TX 77019
(713) 524-4404

Class Recorder:
Mary B. Arnold
10714 Del Monte
Houston, TX 77042

5)"`"

P.)
Class Recorder:
Jane Rommel
504 Fairway Drive, Riverhill
Kerrville, TX 78028
(512) 896-4310

.1

Class Recorder:
Jane Stockton-Dunaway
415 Blalock Road
Houston, TX 77024
(713) 465-7332

Class recorder Jane Stockton-
Dunaway writes, "Mark your cal-
endar for Friday, Nov. 11, 1988.
Great plans are afoot for an all-out
swinging party to celebrate our
50th reunion!

"The party planners are co-
chairs Clyde Dill and Martha Bar-
tels Lilliott. Mary Greenwood
Anderson, Katherine Clarke Nor-
beck, Grace Griffith Jones, James
K. Nance, Bill Rogde, George G.
Hughes Jr., Woodrow W. Alex-
ander, Helen J. Worden, Ortrud
LeFevre Much, Margaret Strozier
Lewis, Phil Peden and myself make
up the rest of the committee.

"And don't forget — we can't
have a 50th reunion party without

Gene Lockwood Barrett of
Houston is a retired studio man-
ager for Taping for the Blind. She
has three children — a daughter
who is married to Jim Huston, an
actor who has been in off-Broad-
way plays, a movie that was made
in Houston, and commercials; a
son, John, who is an artist; and
another son, R.N. Barrett II, who is
an art director. Gene has three
grandchildren and travels exten-
sively to Canada and Mexico.

A licensed professional counselor,
Dorothy Zapp Forristall-Brown
is a co-presenter with her hus-
band, Dr. William F. Brown, of "10
Study Skills" seminars held
annually at major national con-
ventions. The seminars are
sponsored by American College
Testing Programs. Dorothy also has
been the director of learning skills
at Lamar University in Beaumont,
Texas, since 1977. Her hobbies are
Japanese flower arranging
(Ikebana) and Oriental floral con-
tainer collecting. She is a judge for
the garden club of the American
Artistic Flower Show.

Margaret Williams Crockett of
Concord, Mass., has been a minis-
ter at Edwards Church, United
Church of Christ (Congregational)
in Framingham, Mass., since 1979.
She is also a certified pastoral

counselor at the Middleton P.C.
Center. She was the secretary, edi-
tor and manuscript typist for her
late husband, James Underwood
Crockett, who wrote the first 12
books of the Time-Life Encyclope-
dia of Gardening: Crockett's
Victory Garden series. He was the
host of the National Public Televi-
sion show, "Crockett's Victory
Garden," from 1975-79. Margaret
Ellen received her Master of
Divinity from Harvard Divinity
School and her Doctor of Ministry
from Andover Newton Theological
School in Newton Centre, Mass.
Her hobbies are running, swim-
ming, reading, theater-going and
travel. She has four children and
six grandchildren.

Robert S. Cooke and his wife,
Buff, live in Midland, Texas. Bob
has been retired for four years and
he says he hasn't had a boring
moment and that he finally has the
time to read the morning news-
paper. He and his wife travel a lot,
and he plays a lot of golf. Bob
worked for Unocal Corp. for 31
years, with his last assignment as
engineering manager for North Sea
activities. The family spent a mar-
velous two years in England and
thoroughly enjoyed the U.K. The
couple has two children. Bob's
hobbies are golf, snow skiing and
traveling.

Ralph M. Dawson and his wife,
Marie, live in New Braunfels,
Texas, where he is retired after 40
years as a petroleum landman with
Humble Oil and several Houston
independents. He received his
LL.B. at South Texas School of
Law, and enjoys bird-hunting,
swimming, reading and traveling.
The Dawsons have three sons.

Mary Henry Gibson and her hus-
band, James Gibson, were
residents of Argentina and Mexico
from 1940 to 1975. They now call
Conroe, Texas, home, where she
enjoys golfing, gardening and
traveling.

J. Price Hamilton and his wife,
Lois, live in Baytown, Texas, where
he is retired after 42 years with
Exxon. Lois produces hand-
painted First Day Covers, under
the logo "Ham Cachets," which are
sold nationally. They have three
sons.

R. Clyde Hargrove and his wife,
Marjorie, live in Shreveport, La.,
where he has been practicing law
since 1961 in litigating energy reg-
ulation before the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission for inter-
state gas pipelines and other
utilities or producers. He has been
an independent oil and gas pro-
ducer since 1975. He was awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross for
extraordinary heroism in action
during the initial assault on
Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944.
Other military awards include the
Purple Heart, Combat Infantry
Badge and Distinguished Unit
Badge. He was named by the
National Law Journal in 1984 as
one of the Top 20 energy practi-
tioners in the U.S. His hobbies are
bridge, opera and horse racing.

Donald M. Greer and his wife,
Fern, live in Tulsa, Okla., where
Don is a corporate account
executive for Accent Mayflower
Moving Co. He received his B.S.
from Rice and did graduate work at
the University of Washington-
Seattle. The Greers have two sons.
Both Fern and Don devote time to
sending "less fortunate" children
to camp. Don's hobbies are golf,
photography and travel — they
have been to Russia, China, India
and Europe.

Richard E. Leigh Jr., M.D., and
his wife, Thelma, live in Houston
and Bleiblerville. After graduating
from medical school at the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch in
Galveston, Dick went into the reg-
ular Navy and became a flight
surgeon serving on an aircraft car-
rier during World War II. After the
war, he attended Harvard
Postgraduate Medical Center for
further training in ophthalmology,
which he practiced in the Texas
Medical Center until April 1984,
when he moved his practice to
Bellville, Texas. He now lives on a
cattle ranch where, after many
years of raising Brangus cattle, he
and several friends are developing
a new breed of cattle — Bralers —
which will provide "yuppie" beef—
high quality beef with low fat con-
tent. His hobbies are hunting,
fishing and motorcycles.

N.M. Morris and his wife, Mary
Louise Beach, live in San Diego,
Calif. They have six children who
have earned 14 degrees, including
three doctorates. They are all
active in Christian service. The
couple also has 16 grandchildren.
H.M. received his M.S. and Ph.D.
degrees from the University of
Minnesota. Since 1970 he has been
the president for the Institute for
Creation Research. From 1957-70
he was chair of the civil engineer-
ing department at Virginia Tech.
He is also the author of approx-
imately 45 books, ranging in
subject from hydraulic engineer-
ing to Christian apologetics.

H. Bryce Parker and his wife,
Delores, live in Tyler, Texas. He
attended St. Mary's University
School of Law, where he received
his J.D. and LL.B. His entire work-
ing experience has been in oil, gas,
coal, tar sands, uranium and other
energy-related land management
activities, including exploitation,
exploration and production. After
graduating from Rice he worked
for various independent com-
panies in San Antonio, and finally,
for 25 years, with Atlantic
Richfield. In September 1985 he
returned as land manager for
ARCO Oil and Gas Co. in Tyler.
Bryce's hobby is walking.

John E. Peters, M.D., and his wife,
Jeanne, live in Little Rock, Ark.,
and have five children and five
grandchildren. John received his
M.D. at Johns Hopkins Medical
School in 1950. In 1986 he retired
as head of the division of child psy-
chiatry at the University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences and
is now a Wohdan Professor Emer-
itus of Child Psychiatry. In 1987 he
was awarded the distinguished fac-
ulty award for that school. His
hobbies include gardening, music
and writing. John and his wife do
volunteer work with both children
and the elderly.

Mary Beth Morris Peters spent
most of 1987 in South Africa,
teaching black leaders to become
management trainers for black
businesses and community organi-
zations. She went under the
auspices of the Episcopal Church
and National Training Laborato-
ries, a management training group.
Peters returned home to the solar
house she built in Taos, N.M., to
celebrate Christmas with her
youngest son, Michael, and his
wife. The three then went to Palo
Alto, Calif., for the New Year's Day
wedding of her oldest son, Stanley,
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director of the Center for the
Study of Language and Informa-
tion and professor of linguistics at
Stanford University, to Kathleen
Much '63 (Baker). Peters' middle
sons are Steven Peters '69, an
architect in Houston, and Pat, a
hotel executive in Miami, Fla.
Kathleen's mother, Otrad Lefevre
Much '38, also attended the
Wedding.

Ralph P. Roe and his wife, Sunny,
live in Claremore, Okla., and have
two children. Ralph received his
M.S. in chemical engineering from
the University of Michigan, and
worked for Amoco Production Co.
for 33 years. He is now retired.

Joke Schochle and his wife, Rose-
lYn, live in Hondo, Texas, and have
two children. Jake, who received
his master's from Columbia Uni-
versity, is now retired.
Martha Elizabeth Hersey Sim
mons lives in Corpus Christi,
Texas, and retired from teaching
for the CCISD in 1983. She has vis-
ited England twice, and toured in
Europe, Canada, Brazil, Barbados
and Venezuela. Since retirement,
she is active in various clubs invol-
ving teaching, genealogy,
gardening and bridge.
'Dorothy Elizabeth Mowery 'Pra-
gue of Houston has three children,
and retired from her secretarial
job at Rice in 1981. She lived in
Tokyo for two-and-one-half years
and received a city-wide award for
her work in a daycare center,
Where she made about 70 gar-
ments for the girls. Her hobbies
include traveling and volunteer
Work.

John Cs. Walters of Houston
enlisted in the Marines after gradu-
ation and became a second
lieutenant. He was in Pearl Harbor
17 days after the bombing. He
Vent five years in the Marines,
Primarily in the Pacific, ending on
Okinawa. After the surrender he
returned to the University of Texas
School of Law, and opened a res-
taurant on the "drag: which he
ePerated until he finished law
school. He traveled extensively as
an attorney for Standard Oil of
Texas before leaving that position
le become a single practitioner.
"is hobbies are football and bay
Shore hunting.
kna Dexter Holt Warren and her
husband, the Rev. Richard N. War-
ren, live in Cambria, Calif., and
have three children and eight
bandchildren. Ann and her hus-
band have been retired for 11 years
.,11c3w, but are often busy in the
r'Piscopal Church. One year was
spent at a mission in Hawaii, and
another in a neighboring mission.
hey love to walk by the ocean,

and both do volunteer and univer-
sity work.
John F. Webre and his wife, Rose,
live in Houston, and have five chil-
dren. Jack worked in foreign trade
fc'r 30 years prior to his 1978
retirement. They have traveled in
urePe, the Far East, Africa and

South America. His hobbies are
golf, hunting and fishing.

Wb.lilialls E. Williams lives in Oak
'sldge, Tenn., and has three chil-
d.ren. Bill received his B.S. in
et juemical engineering from the
kniversirY of Colorado in 1941 and,as 14.S in industrial management
!cm the University of Tennessee.
:le retired as general manager
'rent industrial relations, UnionSarbide Corp., Nuclear Division,
IP Oak Ridge. He worked for UCC

ti 
r a total of 36 years at four loca-
ns, and has also been very

active in community and welfare
activities. His activities have
included serving as president of
the United Fund and as a member
of the Oak Ridge town council. He
was president of the Southeastern
Amateur Athletic Union for four
years, and was president for the
National Script Collection Associa-
tion, also for four years. When he
retired, he went into the antiques
business with his younger son. In
his spare time, he enjoys traveling.

William Gardner Winters Jr. and
his wife, Alice Jean, live in
Houston and have three children.
He received his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Texas in 1947, and was
Assistant U.S. Attorney from
1948-52. He worked for the legal
department of Shell Oil Co. from
1953-85, and was senior counsel
litigation from 1975-85. He retired
in January of 1986. His hobbies are
hunting, fishing and traveling.

10
Louis D. Spew Jr. was recently
honored as Houston's Engineer of
the Year by the Texas Society of
Professional Engineers (TSPE-San
Jacinto Chapter). After a week of
activities, a presentation to Spew
was made by Jim Sims, formerly of
Rice. Spaw is the 38th engineer to
be so honored. See additional
article in this issue of Sallyport.

William D. Van Vorst, with the
late Albert Vusha, was responsible
for the UCLA Hydrogen Car
development, and is interna-
tionally known for his work on
hydrogen utilization as an internal
combustion engine fuel. His recent
research interests focus on energy
generation from wastes, with a
special interest in the process of
"wet oxidation." Throughout his
career he has been active in sev-
eral international projects directed
toward the development of engi-
neering schools and curricula in
Indonesia, the Philippines and Tur-
key. He has also served the
UNESCO as a consultant, studying
the effectiveness of applied
research in Thailand and develop-
ing plans for programs in
Indonesia.
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Class Recorders
Oscar Hibler
P.O. Box 27266
Houston, TX 77227
(713) 621-7272

Class Recorder:
Larry Hermes
2028 Albans Road
Houston, TX 77005
(713) 529-2009

Class recorder Larry Hermes
sends the following news:

"From Warsaw, Poland, Delores
Frey Rick writes that she has been
a foreign service officer for the past
20 years, serving in Mexico, Chile,
Morocco and Costa Rica for several
years each. She has had short-
term assignments in Saudi Arabia,

Nepal, North Yemen, Bangladesh
and other countries in the Carib-
bean, South and Central American
areas. She will be in Poland the
next three years working with the
training of teachers in the univer-
sities there, as well as in other
Eastern European countries. Her
four children — Stephanie, Russell,
Xochia and Roxanne — are grown
and live in the United States.

"Betty Jane Hines Garrett lives in
Pasadena, Texas, where she is
vocational coordinator for the Pas-
adena School District. She works
with handicapped children and
enjoys her work very much.

"Betty Hampton Gray has moved
from Austin to Bastrop, Texas, and
has found small-town living to be
great. She is very enthusiastic
about sports and hopes her class-
mates will see her and Charles
when they go through Bastrop.

"George Hacke is retired after a
career with Exxon and lives in
Midland, Texas."

' IS
Earl Nicholas McArthur was
installed as the Episcopal Church's
newest bishop in January. He has
been in the full-time ministry
since his ordination in 1963.
McArthur served congregations in
Luling and Houston before return-
ing to All Saints Episcopal Church
in Corpus Christi, where he had
been a member prior to enrolling
in seminary. McArthur had risen
to chief engineer of the Oil Field
Division at the Alamo Lumber Co.
before answering his call to the
ministry.

' 19
Class Recorder:
Mary Lou Douglas
5331 S. Kimback
Chicago, IL 60637
(312) 752-1186

'51
E. Fay Jones and Maurice Jen-
nings of Fay Jones & Maurice
Jennings Architects of Fayetteville
have received the first Honor
Award in the American Wood
Council's 1987 Nonresidential
Wood Design Award Program.
Their design of Pinecote at the
Crosby Arboretum in Picayne,
Miss., was among six projects
selected to receive awards from
117 national entries. Their open-
air pavilion was praised by jurors
as a "tour de force in expressing
the qualities of wood, enormously
satisfying in its economy, richness
and integrity." It is the architects'
second building to win a top award
in the Wood Council's annual
program.

'52
Nancy Boothe (M.A. '79) and H.
Blandin Jones '37 were married
in November. (She will continue to
be a Boothe and he a Jones.)
Nancy, who heads the university
archives and other special collec-
tions in Fondren Library's
Woodson Research Center, keeps
up with alumni affairs through
membership on the board
(1984-87) and the alumni publica-
tions committee, which she
currently chairs.

James F. Nowlin Jr. has been
appointed by Texas Gov. Bill Clem-
ents to the Board of Pilot
Commissioners for the Ports of
Galveston County. Nowlin, who
lives in Friendswood, is a senior
refinery consultant with ERT, an
environmental engineering com-
pany in Houston. He is a retired
U.S. Navy officer, and is a member
of the American Petroleum
Institute. Nowlin was one of five
new pilot commissioners
appointed in February.

Ralph Williams, Lloyd Sunder-
man and Bob Steffen, all three
CPAs, joined forces to create a
partnership in mid-December
1987. Williams was recently
appointed by Arizona Gov. Evan
Meechan to serve on the Arizona
Board of Accountancy. He also
serves on the board of directors of
the Lower Light Rescue Mission
and the Christian Businessmen's
Association.

Richard A. Chapman has been
awarded the Jack A. Morton Award
from the IEEE "for the demonstra-
tion and development of mercury
cadmium telluride monolithically-
integrated charge-coupled device
arrays." The award was presented
to Chapman along with Dennis D.
Buss and Michael A. Kinch.

Gloria Shatto (Ph.D. '66), presi-
dent of Berry College, was recently
appointed to the Georgia Forestry
Commission Board by Georgia
Gov. Joe Frank Harris. As presi-
dent of the college, Shatto
manages one of the largest tim-
berland holdings (24,000 acres) of
any college in the nation. The for-
estry management program at
Berry College is designed for max-
imum production of pine, saw
timber and other forest products
with a strong emphasis on
reforestation of each acre har-
vested. In January 1988 Shatto
was elected a director of the Cit-
izens and Southern Georgia Corp.
and the Citizens and Southern
National Bank. She writes, "This
field is especially interesting to me
because some of the first courses I
taught at the university were those
in monetary theory, money and
capital markets and money and
banking."

'56
Class Recorders
Maureen Bybee
3800 Chevy Chase
Houston, TX 77019
(713) 527-0444
(713) 522-3705

Norman K. Hunt has been pro-
moted to associate with John
Carollo Engineers. He heads Car-
olio's structural engineering
department. Hunt holds a B.S. in
civil engineering from Rice and a
master's degree in business admin-
istration from Arizona State
University. He joined JCE in 1975
as a design engineer, became value
engineering specialist in 1979 and
head of the structural engineering
department in 1981. He has been
responsible for the structural
design of water and wastewater
treatment plants, reservoirs,
pumping stations and large diame-
ter waterlines.

'57
Class Recorder:
Dixie Sick Leggett
13411 Kingsride
Houston, TX 77079
(713) 468-5929

Class recorder Dixie Sick Leggett
writes:

"We missed Meg and Ed Kessler at
our 30th reunion but appreciated
their sending this update: 'Going
on 16 years in Denver now, Meg
and I have disproved the saying
that IBM stands for "I've been
moved." I'll have 25 years with IBM
in 1988. We've chosen the Color-
ado lifestyle over relocations and
possible advancement, so I'm now
the oldest living systems engineer-
ing manager. It has been good to
us. I've earned 17 Hundred Percent
Clubs and eight Golden Circles.
Meg has "requalified" as an ele-
mentary school teacher, and is
now struggling with the decision
on whether to go back to work or
not. She keeps very busy with her
church work. Both of our girls are
married and out of the nest.
They've also returned to school, a
step we're very proud they made.
Karen's son (my grandson!) is 1.5
years old. I love tennis and the
Broncos, but keep too busy to get
enough camping and skiing in.'

"Other long-distance news at
reunion time came from Erlene
Nobly: 'I continue to play with
Gertrude Stein. Two years ago I
won a trip, courtesy of UCLA, to
Paris, where I visited Stein's legend-
ary apartments and haunts. I also
helped install a plaque honoring
Stein at her summer home at Bil-
lignin, France. Since then, I've
been writing a series of mystery
stories that feature Stein and Alice
B. lbklas as my detectives. As of
yet, I don't know if they are any
good, but they are fun to write and
keep me in touch with a place and
time (Paris during the first 40
years of this century) that I find
interesting, and with some people
(Stein, Hemingway, Picasso, etc.)
who led fascinating lives. I am still
teaching literature and creative
writing at the University of North-
ern Iowa, but have recently moved
to a new apartment in Cedar Falls,
Iowa.'

"We also heard from Mary Ann and
David Campbell in California:
'After a new B.S.Che. at Rice I
stayed on to get a Ph.D. Following
two years in the Army I moved to
Los Angeles to work at Rocketdyne
on rocket engines in the post-Sput-
nik period. I worked in research on
liquid rocket combustion and com-
bustion instability in support of
the Apollo lunar mission. I was
involved in early development of
the Space Shuttle main engine.
Work shifted to chemical and elec-
trical lasers. I worked as project
engineer and later chief project
engineer in laser development. I
now have 21 years with Rocket-
dyne. My primary hobby for the
last 20 years has been moun-
taineering. I've climbed all over
the western United States, but
mostly in California's Sierra
Nevada. I've climbed Mt. McKinley
(Alaska), Kilimanjaro (East Africa)
and Mt. Huascaran in the Peruvian
Andes (22,300 feet), as well as the
Matterhorn and Mt. Blanc in the
Alps. Other hobbies include sail-
ing, cross-country skiing and
running. My son Harry (B.S. from

APRIL-MAI/Page 27



University of California-Berkeley)
is a chemical engineer at Lock-
heed. My daughter Meredith (B.A.
from the University of California-
Santa Barbara) is teaching eighth
grade. Christi is in high school,
and stepson Mark is in junior high.
Mary Ann was a lab supervisor in
cancer research for 10 years; she is
now a registered dietitian.'

"The longest-distance letter came
from Pam and Bo Wilbanks via
Egypt: 'Pam and I are living in
Cairo now. We've been here since
July. I am working as manager of
engineering for Enppi, the engi-
neering arm of EGPC (Egyptian
General Petroleum Co.). We are
still settling in, but plan to start
exploring when the weather cools
off. We hope to visit Luxor, Aswan
and the Sinai Peninsula. Jennifer,
21, is a senior at Trinity and editor
of their yearbook. Matt, 10, and
Lindsay, 9, are in the fifth and
fourth grades at the Cairo Amer-
ican College.'"

Class Recorder:
Phyllis Walton
4233 Harpers Ferry Road
Birmingham, AL 35213
(205) 870-0332

Class Recorder Phyllis Walton
writes: "Every time I peep into my
mailbox, hoping for a wonderful
letter from someone out there in
the Class of 1958 so everyone will
be blessed with news of you. Be a
good guy and drop me a note. I
even have spent several Saturdays
"Reaching Out America," trying to
find you, but so far! have missed
Eleanor Mengden and Jim Ebanks,
Alice Cowan, Carol Lane West,
Elizabeth Gallegly Vanderzyl and
Carey Hanly. So write me, and let's
get caught up.

"After a few visits with 'Ibm Cady's
answering machine, I found him
home from the slopes and his very
own chalet in Canaan Valley, W.Va.
Tom is a professor of law at West
Virginia and does a bit of practice
on the side. He says his wife, Dot-
tie, keeps after him to remain an
example of health and fitness. She
even got him to take an aerobics
class with her, and soon he was the
star of the entire class, regardless
of age! This has helped him be a
true threat on skis; in fact, Tom is
so talented that he is a member of
the ski patrol and outdoes all of the
youngsters on his team. Tom says
he will be at the reunion this year,
and at that time I'm certain that he
would be glad to flex his muscles
for anyone interested. I hope Dot-
tie will accompany him to protect
him from adoring fans.

"Harold Rickey '58 called me one
evening from his home in Jay,
Okla., to report that he is semi-
retired and is a self-employed
draftsman on the side. He lives in a
stone cabin on the lakeshore in the
Cherokee Indian area and town of
2,100. Divorced since 1969, he has
two sons. He encourages all old
friends to stop by if in the neigh-
borhood, especially lovely ladies.

"Jim and Pat Ivy Cauley '59 are
still in Baytown, Texas, where Jim
is executive vice president of
Hardin Savings. Their three sons
all went to Texas A&M, and Pat
says they might win the prize for
most Aggie children. (Marvin
Gordy '59 sent three daughters
there.) Pat continues to enjoy
teaching school.

"It was a special joy for me to run
into Margaret Ford Kennedy '58
in Houston. She and Larry have
four grown children, and Margaret
must have located the Fountain of
Youth, for she looks absolutely
beautiful!

"Dick and Pat Sides Moreland
spent two months in rural France
this summer, with the plan to do it
again and again, but Pat's business
has skyrocketed to the point that it
may not be feasible. Their sons are
grown, with two in the video busi-
ness with Pat, and one applying for
grad school.

"Ann Page Griffin '58 has her two
sons working with her as well. Bob
had open heart surgery two years
ago and he is doing very well. The
Griffins are grandparents to the
most adorable baby boy ever born!

"Maureen Polk Smith '58 reports
that she and Russell are now in
Annapolis, Md., where Russ is
teaching at the Academy. Maureen
works with the local chamber of
commerce, and they live close
enough to their jobs to walk to
work. Maureen says it is so pretty
there that she feels as though she
is on vacation at all times.

"Please write me a note as to your
activities so that we can all enjoy
keeping up with you. This is our
30th reunion year, and the
reunions I've attended have been
wonderful. Start making your
plans to attend this fall."

Class Recorder:
Tommie Lu Maulsby
2256 Shakespeare
Houston, TX 77030
(713) 664-5042

Alonzo D. Jacks spoke at the
West Texas Geological Society's
noontime luncheon. His subject
was entitled "Diagenesis and Dol-
omitization Patterns in the Lower
San Andres Formation, Tucum-
cari-Palo Duro Basin." This report
was conducted to interpret deposi-
tional environments, diagenesis
and dolomitization. Jacka suggests

that the patterns of lithofacies and
porosity distribution may serve as
a useful model in analyzing other
carbonate-evaporite sequences.

Class Recorder:
Barbie McKittrick
111 Guinea Drive
Houston, TX 77063
(713) 465-4827

Roy H. Lively Jr. sent in the fol-
lowing about classmate Art Foust:

"Art Foust, who died of cancer
in February of last year, was
posthumously inducted into the
Texas Tennis Hall of Fame on Jan.
23 in Dallas. While at Rice, Art
won the SWC Doubles Cham-
pionship with Ron Fisher in 1958
and 1959. Continuing to play com-
petitive tennis after graduation, he
was the Texas Sectional Singles
Champion and the Louisiana State
Doubles Champion in 1965. With
Fisher, he won the Texas Doubles
Championship in 1966 and 1970.

"An agent with the Wausau
Insurance Cos. in Dallas, Art
worked for more than 25 years
with the Maureen Connolly
Brinker Foundation, serving as a
board member and as official
coach. He helped organize the ten-
nis program at Buckner Baptist
Children's Home and taught at the
T-BAR-M Baguet Club. Through his
work with the foundation and his
coaching activities, he helped
many students obtain tennis
scholarships.

"Art held numerous positions
on Texas Tennis Association com-
mittees. In 1975 he received the
Lloyd Sessions Educational Merit
Award for his dedicated coaching
of junior tennis players. Shortly
before his death, he was presented

the 1986 W.T. Caswell Award by
the TTA, which is given to the vol-
unteer who has given the most to
tennis during the year or over a
period of years.

"Art is survived by his twin
sister, Betty Dunlap of Lake
Charles, La."

Class Recorder:
Nancy Burch
3311 Stoney Brook
Houston, TX 77063
(713) 781-3634

John Bonds has been named
executive director of the U.S.
Yacht Racing Union. Bonds, who
has served as director of Navy sail-
ing and has commanded two Navy
ships, previously served as the
union's chair of the safety at sea
and training committees. He cur-
rently drives a J/24, which he sails
with his wife, Beth, out of New-
port, R.I.

Dallas cardiologist Jack L. Sch-
wade currently serves as president
of the Dallas chapter of the Amer-
ican Heart Association. Schwade
followed his Rice degree with a
medical degree from the Univer-
sity of Texas Southwestern Medical
School in 1966. After three years
in the military, followed by various
internships, residencies and fel-
lowships, Schwade set up his
cardiology practice in Dallas in
1974. He became a member of the
board of directors of the Dallas
chapter of the American Heart
Association in 1983 and served in
several offices before becoming
president last year.

Class Recorder:
Kathleen Much
1065 Greenwood Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(415) 328-9779
(415) 321-2052

Kathleen Much (Baker) married
Stanford University linguistics pro-
fessor Stanley Peters Jan. 1, 1988,
at home in Palo Alto, Calif.

Dick Reynolds (Baker) is still liv-
ing in Norfolk, Va., and building
submarines and aircraft carriers
for the U.S. Navy. He says the
shipyard has four submarines
under construction now, including
the advanced design Sea Wolf.
Reynolds is looking forward to the
class of '63's 25th reunion this fall.

Diane Lohr Wilson (Jones) is
assistant principal at St. Agnes
School in Houston. Her younger
son, Gavin (Baker), is a Rice fresh-
man this year.

f

Pat Dodds McGuire (Jones) has
embarked on an up-to-the-minute
venture, a condom vending busi-
ness primarily serving college
campuses, in addition to her com-
mercial real estate business.

10)
Susan Bonner-Weir, assistant
professor of anatomy and cellular
biology in medicine at the Harvard
Medical School and Joslin Diabetes

Center, was recently awarded a
grant from the Diabetes Research
Foundation. The title of her
research project is "Role of Growth
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Factors in Pancreatic Beta Cell
Growth." In particular Bonner-
Weir hopes to define the role of
IGF-I in islet Beta cell regeneration
and growth in rat models.
Research results might possibly
Provide a foundation for treating
diabetic patients.

William Broyles Jr. is co-creator
of ABC's upcoming Vietnam
drama, "China Beach." While film-
ing in California, the crew
encountered a flash flood that
washed away the bridge and the
Vietnamese village, says Broyles,
a veteran of the war. "The place
was filled with mud, and we've
been sandbagging. It's just exactly
like the war." According to a recent
issue of TV Guide CBS's "lbw of
Duty," produced on the Hawaiian
island of Oahu, also lost its replica
of a Vietnamese peasant village
When hit by severe rains. Its cast
and crew were rescued from their
Slippery fate by real Army vehicles.

s

Julia Bremer Baskett (Jones) has
anew house in Palo Alto, Calif.,
and a new job in the Stanford Uni-
versity computer science
department. She is taking a course

mathematical writing and edit-
ing from the TeX guru, Don Knuth.

190rag E. Fullilove, who recently
earned the professional designa-
tion of Chartered Property and
Casualty Underwriter, was named
senior vice president of govern-
ment affairs by the president of
Alliance of American Insurers.
Fullilove is responsible for the
Government Affairs and Public
Affairs departments, oversight of
the regional offices and manage-
ment of the Alliance's relationships
with several external
r'rganizations.

68
timothy S. Lucas has been
named research director of the
Pinancial Accounting Standards
Board, a post of major influence on
rkey business decisions. Lucas will
fiead a 41-member staff at the
PASB, the chief rule-making body
for accountants. The staff provides
data and research to the seven-
„ineraher FASB, based in Stamford,

for use in issuing account-
ing standards. Lucas served as an
PAM project manager from
1980-1986, and previously served
As an audit manager for Deloitte
• askins & Sells, a major account-
ing firm, for eight years.

Lucas' appointment was
rePorted in the Jan. 13 issue of The
Wall Street Journal.

I

149 K. Parker became dean of
Auburn University's School of
Architecture in January 1988.
Since his graduation from Rice,
Parker has been associated with
Little Rock's Cromwell Truemper
!_evY Parker & Woodsmall Inc., a
large multidisciplinary architec-
tural and engineering firm. He is a
registered architect in 13 states
and is a member of FALk. His
research projects have included
s.rlidies of building systems, hous-
ing standards analysis, passive/
active design and solar pho-
atWoltaics, architecture and energy
design 

and the architect-engineer's
role in management. Parker has

presented numerous papers at
symposia throughout the country.

David T. Young (Ph.D.) is moving
from staff scientist at Los Alamos
National Laboratory to institute
scientist at Southwest Research
Institute in San Antonio, where he
will work with Jim Burch (Ph.D.
'68).

IMO

Julia M. Bierer moved back to
Texas in March after an absence of
16 years. She writes, "I'm moving
from New York with my 3-year-old
son, Jack, to take a position of sen-
ior manager in the consulting
division of Ernst & Whinney. I
would love to hear from people, as
I know almost no one in Dallas.”

Timms C. Ching has had a name
change to Texas Ching Chee and is
now living in Gaithersburg, Md.

Mark Howland (Will Rice) writes,
"Having lived in Berkeley, Iran,
Chicago and Italy, I am now prac-
ticing architecture in Cambridge,
married to Jane Fair Bestor
(Jones), and raising our 4-year-old
son, Thomas. Jane is writing her
anthropology thesis on the north-
ern Italian courts of the early
Renaissance."

Kathy Tuggle writes from
Houston: "At last I have managed
to blend art, letters and science in
my life. The project closest to my
heart is my daughter, Chelsea Rose
Davis, who will be starting first
grade in the fall. She's a good kid,
and a smart one, too; she
especially likes to make up long
songs with complicated lyrics and
sing them to me when we're driv-
ing. My second-best project is the
book "Sam's Kite," which I wrote
and illustrated. It won a prize in
the children's story category of the
Byliners of Corpus Christi Texas-
Wide Writers' Competition in
1987, and now I am making the
rounds of publishers on its behalf.

"Another activity that brings
me a lot of pleasure is being chair
of the bibliography committee for
the Data Administration Project in
the management division of
SHARE. It gives me a chance to
add value to my work at MITRE
Corp., where we are currently part
of the NASA Mission Operations
Directorate team that is starting
up Data Administration, a new
management function. If you've
never worked for MITRE you can't
imagine how neat it is. The people
are all unusually multifaceted, and
the work is never routine; it's a lot
like being at Rice but without the
incredible, constant pressure of
exams."

'4

Eric R. Kuhne's Eric R. Kuhne &
Associates of New York has won a
citation for urban design and plan-
ning in the 35th annual P/A
Awards Program, sponsored by
Progressive Architecture maga-
zine, for Headwaters Park in
downtown Fort Wayne, Ind. Sited
at the confluence of the St.
Joseph's, St. Mary's and Maumee
rivers, the park stabilizes and
reclaims 200 acres of under-
utilized waterfront formerly
subject to seasonal flooding. New
public gardens and river prom-
enades are connected to the

nearby downtown area by a pro-
posed trolley loop. The plan also
recommends rehabilitation of
existing facilities on the site, such
as an abandoned power plant, for
new cultural uses, and proposes
construction of a new municipal
boat house and ballpark.

Kuhne was one of 25 winners
selected from afield of 925 entries.

Evelyn M. Romig writes, "My hus-
band, Peter, has started teaching
junior high history and I'm back
full-time in the Howard Payne Uni-
versity English department. We
frequently see Chris Stephens '72
and Bill '71 and Didi Blagg '71
(Also see "New Arrivals.")

Yvonne Senturia (Jones) writes
that she and husband Ron Henkoff
are still living and working in
London, where she is increasingly
involved in pediatric AIDS
research and speaking at various
UK and European meetings. (Also
see "New Arrivals.")

Janis Stout (Ph.D.) has left her
position at Rice, writing that she
has "joined the enemy" at Texas
A&M as associate dean of liberal
arts.

Rebecca Greene Udden, artistic
director for Houston's Main Street
Theater, has been busy preparing
for the opening of Jane Austen's
classic satire, Pride and Pre-
judice, which she has adapted and
directed. Udden says adapting the
work for stage is a terrific chal-
lenge and also "like discovering a
long-lost classic." Rather than
reflecting the international
upheavals of late 18th century,
Austen's work focuses on character
and views the human condition in
the comic spirit. The family is the
core of this milieu and thus the
maneuverings that lead to mar-
riage are all-important, since
matrimony supplies stability, along
with social and economic con-
tinuity — a prime catalyst when
women had no civil rights, could
not inherit property and were in
fact considered 'property' them-
selves. The play received its world
premiere stage adaptation from
Jan. 28-Feb. 28.

74
Virginia Hawes Rhoad (Brown)
completed her residency in inter-
nal medicine from UCSF in June
1987 and then joined a private
practice in Sacramento, Calif.
While at UCSF she worked with
Marc Borganelli '80, Noeh Bra-
bant, Steve Graham '75 and
Mary Gran '79. She writes, "Noch
and I went to UTMB together, grad-
uated in 1984, and did a 'Grapes of
Wrath' drive to California in our
ancient cars to start residency.
Also, my brother, Fred Hawes '75,
is still living in L.A. and working
for Jet Propulsion Labs, designing
experiments for the space shuttle.
Wonder when they'll get to use
them?"

Kathryn Gowka (M.Arch.) has
been promoted to project manager
for Diseroad & Wolfe, Architects,
in Hatfield, Pa.

C. Martin Persons was inducted
as a fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Orthopaedic Surgeons on
Feb. 4 in Atlanta, Ga.

Class Recorder:
Rhonda Hale Kreger
1810 Beaver Creek Court
Duncanville, TX 75137
(214) 780-7183

Matt Williamson (Will Rice) is
teaching math at Black Forest
Academy in Lorrach,West Ger-
many, while Lauri Coburn
Williamson '80 (Brown) is at
home with two children. (Also see
"New Arrivals.")

Class Recorder:
J.C. Puckett
435 E. 70th,"#6-F
New York, NY 10021
(212) 872-6711

Rose Marie Norton was recently
featured in a Chicago Tribune arti-
cle focusing on the work of
administrative assistants. Norton
is administrative assistant to Ben-
jamin B. Cohen, chief executive
officer of Focus Financial Corp., a
mortgage banking firm located in
Chicago. Holding a securities
license in addition to her degree in
comparative romance languages
and linguistics from Rice, Norton
began her current job in 1986.

Class Recorder:
Richard Morris
9555 Cloverdale
San Antonio, TX 78250
(512) 523-1820 (home)
(512) 342-6063 (work)

Blaine Finley (Sid Rich) received
his MBA from Dartmouth in June
1987. He is now working as a finan-
cial analyst for Exxon Chemical in
Houston. (Also see "New
Arrivals.")

Class Recorder:
Kevin Honnell
1421 Geneva St.
Raleigh, NC 27606
(919) 737-3615 (office)
(919) 851-2550 (work)

Mary Lee Adams (Baker) has mar-
ried Michael Oleksak of Westfield,
Ma. They spent most of '87 in
Curacao and Boston, but have now
moved to Los Angeles, where Mary
works in the Citicorp Leveraged
Capital Group.

Lisa Thmarchi (Jones) writes,
"Always being impetuous, Chris
Garringer '78 and I were married
on Halloween 10 years after we
met in Reli 203. Best woman for
the event, held in Rice Memorial
Chapel, was Laurie Robertson
'82 (Jones)"

1S9,

Lenora Montgomery (Ph.D.) is
assistant minister of Emerson Uni-
tarian Church in Houston.
Montgomery holds a bachelor's
degree from Wellesley and
advanced degrees from Rice, com-
pleting her theological studies and
internship for entry into the min-
istry at a time when most people
are looking to retirement — she was
65 when ordained in 1987.
Although active in all phases of the
ministry, Montgomery is par-
ticularly interested in pastoral
care for the elderly and ministry to
their special problems, and serving
the needs of expatriate Americans
in small Unitarian-Universalist
societies in Europe.

'83
Marie Gemmell Crowe graduated
from the University of Texas-Aus-
tin with an MBA last summer and
is now working in product manage-
ment for Surgikos, a Johnson &
Johnson company in Arlington,
Texas.

Tom Evans (Lovett) writes,
"Howdy! Back home in Arkansas
we used to say, 'Write when you
find work.' I've often thought of
that when reading the classnotes,
usually full of tales of success, and
it has seemed to me that it would
be fun to write in that I was cele-
brating my nth anniversary of
cheerful non-productivity. I'm
sorry to report that this is not
going to be that letter.

"The sad truth is that I've
done the usual thing. I've left Aus-
tin and moved to California — to
Santa Clara (i.e. Silicon) Valley,
even — and gotten a job. I'm a well-
paid tool of the military-industrial
complex. Well, such is life and my
life ain't bad. The work is interest-
ing, the pay is good and there's a
batch of Rice friends in the area.

'I came out west in September
to start work for General Electric.
Jim Bob Beall '78 (Lovett) came
along to help with the driving and
the sightseeing. We visited some
national monuments and the
Grand Canyon, which is really,
really big, as well as a pretty good
Mexican restaurant in Flagstaff,
Az. We spotted what could be a
major new trend in architecture,
geodesic domes with mohawks.
Look for them soon in your
neighborhood.

"By the way, we passed
through Lampasas, Lometa, Lawn,
Lubbock, Littlefield and Lariat. We
didn't find (the intrepid) Phil Par-
ker in any of them."

John Scott Gray III, a scholar in
the areas of sociology, policy stud-
ies and health legislation, has been
chosen as the new associate coor-
dinator of the Union for
Experimenting Colleges and Uni-
versities' $210,000 year-long
project designed to introduce cre-
ative solutions to money problems
facing the nation's financially trou-

bled nonprofit organizations.
Gray will assist UECU's Wash-

ington-based Institute for Public
Policy and Administration in a proj-
ect being conducted under grants
received from The Rockefeller
Brothers Fund, the Ford Founda-
tion, the Primerica Foundation,
the Hitachi Foundation, the Pru-
dential Foundation, the Aetna Life
& Casualty Foundation and the
Joyce Foundation. His respon-
sibilities will involve the research
and analysis of legal, public policy,
financial sector and philanthropic
issues relating to the financial cir-
cumstances of the nonprofit
sector.

Most recently, Gray was the
Prairie View A&M Scholar in black
history at the Texas State Histor-
ical Association in Austin. In that
capacity, he wrote and edited arti-
cles on black history in Texas for
inclusion in the Handbook of
7exas.

Valerie Weber Mueneh (B.ARCH
'85, Jones) was promoted to asso-
ciate at Gensler & Associates/
Architects. She has worked there
since 1983, when she did her
preceptorship.

Nancy Noever (Baker) writes,
"After almost two years of experi-
encing Miami Vice, I'm moving to
Tampa to start work for General
Mills as a technical writer and
trainer — I'd love to hear from Rice
folks in the area."

eS I
Lori Bukoski (Jones) married Ed
Dunne Sept. 12, 1987. Having hon-
eymooned in Australia, the couple
is now living in England. Lori is
working for Price Waterhouse as a
tax consultant at Oxford. Ed was a
former math instructor at Rice.

Steven C. Lambson (Will Rice)
married Shelly Stockeland on May
2, 1987, in Omaha, Neb. Among
those at the wedding was Alice
nuke"! Wortham '81. After work-
ing in Africa and Latin America, he
has transferred to the Denver
office of Western Geophysical Co.
as processing geophysicist. (Also
see "New Arrivals.")

Drew Sutton (Wiess) writes, "I
will be graduating from the Univer-
sity of Rochester School of
Medicine in May 1988. I will be
remaining at the same university
for residency training in
otolaryngology — head and neck
surgery. The residency is a five-
year appointment. I met my for-
mer roommate H. Brad Southern
'85 (Wiess) in Boston, Mass., in
December 1987. I was traveling
around for interviews for a resi-
dency position at the Harvard
University hospitals. Brad will be
completing Harvard Law School
this spring. On our night out, we
also ran into Rives Taylor '82,
who is working on a master's in
architecture at MIT.
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Class Recorder:
David Phillips
6013 Ridgeview Drive
Alexandria, VA 22310
(703) 960-9249

Tracy Edmooson (Lovett) will
graduate from BoaIt Hall School of
Law at U.C.-Berkeley in May 1988.
She has accepted a position in Los
Angeles as an associate with the
firm of Latham & Watkins. Edmon-
son will make her home in L.A.
beginning in October. She is look-
ing forward to a post-bar trip to the
Far East during August and Sep-
tember. While in Houston for
Christmas 1987, she got together
with Babe NoeHe (Jones), Susan
Mead '87 (Wiess) and Leona Con-
stantinnides '85 (Brown).

Karen Miller (Baker) writes:
"Glenn Jones '86 (Hanszen) and I
were recently engaged. The wed-
ding is planned for Saturday, Aug.
20, and the engagement mountain
bikes will be put to good use after-
wards on a bike tour of the
Canadian Rockies." They are resi-
dents of Houston.

Newlyweds Wendy Covey-Scott
and Michael Scott (both Will
Rice) send the following news:

"Neither six inches of snow
nor the national airlines kept 15
Will Rice alums from attending our
white winter wedding extrava-
ganza in Rockford, Mich., on Dec.
29,1987. Chris Hoffman,
Catherine Shapiro, Randall Mer-
rell '86, Keith Vassallo and
Coleen Wade '84, as members of
the wedding party, had good rea-
son to be in Michigan during the
winter. On the other hand, Ray
Isle, Vick Fisher, Charlie Pak,
Chu Ferreyros, Recta Achari,
Kristin Merrigan, Kim Taylor,
Greg Young '84, Deb. Ramser
'86 and David Fineher '83, all of
Will Rice, found it hard to explain
their presence. When asked, Ray
Isle replied, 'I've never been to
Michigan and Max Apple told me
there's nothing like Grand Rapids
in the wintertime.' Charlie Pak's
response was, 'I was promised a lot
of good food,' while Debs Ftamser
claimed she also came to see the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library and Museum. Chu Fer-
reyros came for the cultural
experience of a good, old-fash-
ioned American wedding, and
David Fincher said he didn't have
anything better to do for the last
week of 1987."

Once married, the bride and
groom sought sun and fun on a
Caribbean cruise before returning
to Pasadena, Calif. Mike is pursu-
ing his Ph.D. in environmental
engineering science at CalTech.
Wendy received a master's degree
in psychobiology in May 1987 from
the University of California-Irvine,
and is currently working for a
property management firm in Pas-
adena.

Pam 'fruzinski (Baker) will
receive an MA. in journalism from
the University of Missouri in May
1988. She will marry Tim Lettie
(MBA '87, University of Virginia).
They plan to live in Virginia.

Frederick C. Fritsch has been
designated a Naval aviator. Presen-
tation of the "Wings of Gold"
marked culmination of 18 months
of flight training. Fritsch's curricu-
lum included basic studies in
engineering and navigation, train-

ing flights in simulators, aircraft
familiarizations, basic and
advanced instrument training,
extended navigation flights and
landings aboard an aircraft carrier.

Greg Marshall (Baker) has been
promoted to vice president of Tay-
lor/Alexander Advertising in San
Antonio. He writes that he is "liv-
ing in sin with a former Rice
student who requests anonymity."

Sharon Goldstein (Brown) is serv-
ing a "seven-month tour of duty
with Price Waterhouse in London,"
where she works "in the interna-
tional expatriate tax division."

In Memoriam
Isabel John Evans of Mariposa,
Calif., on March 11, 1988. She was
the great-granddaughter of Gen.
Sam Houston and widow of Griffith
C. Evans, a member of the original
Rice University faculty and head of
the mathematics department.

Lewis L. Nettleton, former
adjunct professor of geology, on
Jan. 19, 1988.

Caroline Rice Kenworthy '16 of
Fresno, Calif., on Dec. 31, 1987.

Arabella Beall '19 of Houston on
March 4, 1988.

Ben Ivor Still '21 of Houston on
Jan. 21,1988.

Rose Frances Parsley '25 of
Houston on Jan. 16, 1988.

Erie R. Williamson '25 of
Houston on Feb. 9, 1988.

Randle James Brady '26 of
Houston on Jan. 9, 1988.

Grant Cowles '26 of Houston on
March 6, 1988.

Richard H. Earl '26 of Memphis,
Tenn., on June 16, 1987.

Ahvyn Sterling G. Koehler '26 of
Houston on Feb. 5,1988.

Herman H. Miller '26 of Houston
on Jan. 19, 1988.

Mrs. John Randolph Seger Sr.
'26 of Saluda, Va., in January of
1988.

Ralph Allday Wilson '27 of Con-
roe, Texas, on Jan. 26, 1988.

Francisco Chairez '28 of Mission,
Texas, on Jan. 21, 1988.

James L. Britton '29 of Houston
on Feb. 7, 1988.

Raehael Dies Gronau '29 of Abil-
ene, Texas, on Jan. 22, 1988.

Dallas N. McGregor '29 of
Houston on Jan. 25,1988.

Frances Palmer Cooper '30 of
Houston on March 5, 1988.

Celia R. Dawson '30 of Hampton,
Va., in January of 1988.

James G. Flynn Jr. '30 of
Crawford, Texas, on Jan. 7, 1988.

Walter Roy Griffin '30 of Alvin,
Texas, on Jan. 30, 1988.

Sue Satterfield Allen '31 of
Houston on Jan. 19, 1988.

George Duvernoy Blocher '31 of
Houston on Feb. 16, 1988.

Dorothy B. Boelsehe '31 of Indus-
try, Texas, on Feb. 4, 1988.

David Francis Donoghue '32 of
Houston on Feb. 23, 1988.

Jeddie (J.G.) Hodges '32 of
Georgetown, Texas, on Jan. 25,
1988.

Ewell E. Mitchell '32 of Nacog-
doches, Texas, in August 1987.

Sarah Silverman '32 of Houston
on Dec. 29, 1987.

Evelyn (Higinbotham) Wagner
'32 of Tyler, Texas, on March 27,
1987.

Benson G. Wells '32 of Goliad,
Texas, in December of 1987.

J. Bruce Hancock '33 on July 14,
1987.

Betsy Kemp '33 on Feb. 9,1988.

Albert Weisenthal '33 of Splen-
dors, Texas, on Feb. 1,1988.

George H. Shipley '35 of Houston
on Jan. 20, 1988.

Betty Hays Wilson '37 on March
8, 1987.

Hazel McIntyre Schneider '38 of
Houston on Feb. 9, 1988.

Eleanor Grace Ware '38.

Ellen Jeannette Robertus '40 of
Houston on Feb. 26, 1988.

Joseph A. Diemer '41 of Chicago
on Sept. 16, 1987.

Stanley S. Gillis '41 of Spring,
Texas, in October of 1987.

Joseph H. Lester '41 of Houston
on Jan. 12, 1988.

Earl Bartlett Griffey '47 of
Houston, on Jan. 5,1988.

Robert Donald Hudson '48 of
Houston on Sept. 21, 1987.

Barry N. Jeffrey '58 of Liberty,
Texas, on March 2, 1988.

David M. Rulfs '59 of Houston on
Jan. 17, 1988.

Charles Byron Love '66 on Jan.
31, 1988, in Beijing, China.

Joseph Eugene Chamberlain '69
of Boston, Mass., on July 7, 1987.

Jeanne Ann Freeman '69 (Jones)
on Dec. 6, 1987.

Shelton Ragland '69 of Dallas on
Jan. 7, 1988.

J. Lewis Hancock Jr. '73 of San
Antonio on May 9, 1987.

Robert Edwin (Eddie) Cowan
'78 of Houston on March 5, 1988.

William T. (Sandy) McGinnese
Jr. '78 of Dallas on Aug. 9, 1987.

New Arrivals
Evelyn M. Romig '73 (Ph.D. '78)
and her husband, Peter, announce
the birth of a daughter, Elizabeth
Sue, on July 7, 1987. Their twins,
Nancy and Robert, are now in kin-
dergarten. The family lives in
Brownwood, Texas.

Yvonne Senturia '73 (Jones) and
Ron Henkoff proudly announce
the birth of their second child,
Daniel Senturia Henkoff, on Dec.
29, 1987. They write, "Daniel
arrived three weeks after what
would have been our daughter
Sarah's second birthday. Sarah
died at the age of 8 months with an
inoperable brain tumor." The fam-
ily is living in London.

Dan C. Steiner '77 (Lovett) and
his wife, Marilyn, announce the
birth of a son, Scott Evan, on Sept.
4, 1987. The family, which also
includes a daughter, Laurie, lives
in Houston. They write: "Is it too
soon for Early Decision
Admission?"

Linda Flynn Clark '78 and her
husband, Ron, announce the birth
of their daughter, Laura Kathleen,
on Feb. 24, 1987.

Kay Coldren Hawkins '79 (Hans z-
sen) and her husband, D.L.
Hawkins, announce the birth of a
daughter, Kimberly Elizabeth, on
Jan. 13, 1988.

Cynthia M. Molina '79 (Brown)
and Claude Sisson '78 (Will Rice)
announce the birth of a son, Alan
Molina Sisson, on Oct. 13, 1987, in
Chicago. The family lives in Deer-
field, III.

Jeff New '79 (MBA '83, Lovett)
and his wife announce the birth of
their first child, Cameron, on April
28, 1987.

Blaine Finley '80 and his wife,
Jan, announce the birth of their
first child, Alec Blaine Jr., on Jan.
15, 1988. The Finleys live in
Houston.

Kay Lynn Ervin Jenkins '80 and
her husband, Stacy, announce the
birth of their first child, Colin
Stacy, on Feb. 15, 1988. The
Jenkins live in Houston.

Lauri Coburn Williamson '80
(Brown) and Matt Williamson '78
(Will Rice) announce the birth of
their second child, Heather Lauri,
on Dec. 23, 1987, in Lorrach, West
Germany.

Steven C. Lambson '84 and his
wife, Shelly, announce the birth of
a daughter, Sarah Marie, on Feb.
17, 1988. The Lambsons live in
Parker, Colo., a suburb of Denver.

Gregory J. Byrne '85 (Ph.D.) and
his wife, Maria, announce the
birth of twin daughters, Stephanie
Anne and Alexandra Lee, on Sept.
16, 1987. Maria works in the space
physics and astronomy depart-
ment at Rice, while Greg works at
the University of Houston.

Ken and Ann Grubbs Meeks '85
(Baker/Brown) announce the birth
of a son, Kevin Kent, on Jan. 29.
The proud grandparents are Gor-
don Grubbe '62 and Glare
Kollenberg Grubbs '63 (Will Rice/
Jones). The lucky uncle is Rice
student Michael Grubbs (Baker).

Carlos Alberto Herrera-Reyes
'86 and his wife, Coral, announce
the birth of a son, J. Carlos, born
on Easter of 1987. Carlos is attend-
ing medical school at the
University of Mexico after working
one year at Baylor in the molecular
genetics department as a
researcher.

Letters
Continued from page 2

Still Alive and Well
In the February-March issue of Sallyport, I
note that there are no classnotes earlier
than '22, so I write to assure you that at
least one member of '18 is "alive and well."

For many years I have assiduously
avoided all celebrations, but in April 1987
the entomology seminar at the University of
Florida surprised me with an elaborate cele-
bration of my 90th birthday.

That I am "well" is evidenced by the
fact that, in collaboration with my wife, I
have maintained during 20 years of retire-
ment an active interest in research in
myrmecology (the study of ants). During
1986 we published nine research papers and
a book.

In 1986 my older son retired from a
professorship in geology at the University of
North Carolina. When I attended his retire-
ment banquet the department of geology
paid special attention to the fact that a
retired professor participated in the cele-
bration of his son's retirement.

My younger son is a surgeon in the Air
Force, with the rank of colonel. At present
he is director of hospital services at Clark
AFB in the Philippines. I thought a year in
Vietnam was enough foreign service.

Do I have any advice for those about to
retire? Yes. It's the same recently given by
my role model, George Burns: "Don't."

George C. Wheeler '18

Silver Springs, Fla.

A Tall Order
My grandchildren spotted their grand-
father's name in the trivia contest and
inquired of their mother if it was true. She
assured them that Jake Hess was not exactly
short. He and Wilbur both grew some more
after they entered Rice. Jake grew to 5'10".

He was Southwest Conference cham-
pion in both tennis and basketball, being
born with wonderful coordination and a
highly competitive spirit.

When funds were being collected for
the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium, some of his
strongest competitors joined to help the
fund to honor Jake.

We are proud and pleased that Rice has
this facility.

Leota Meyer Hess '33

(Mrs. Jake H. Hess)

Houston

Continuing the Tradition

My face broke into a broad, pleasurable
grin last week as I read in the Washington
Post that Willy's statue had experienced
a reversal at the hands of some group
of pranksters on the Rice campus (see
"Through the Sallyport" this issue). Now, I
mean no disrespect to the honor or memory
of Mr. Rice, and I hope he can be turned
back with no problems, but! think he

also should be allowed a wry smile at the
periodical news of his university that
manages to make the national media.
The article attributes the stunt to "engi-

neering students," and I suppose that would
make sense, but whatever group stayed up
the entire night, unnoticed by the rest of
the campus (and the security folks), while
building a scaffold to rotate the statue, was
acting in a long tradition of bizarre Rice
humor. Exactly 20 years ago this spring,
in 1968, another group of freshmen engi-
neering students had been challenged by
upperclassmen to perform some show of
prowess. Working all night only doors away
from the security office, they rigged an
electronic means of switching the noontime
sounding of bells from the RMC tower, re-
placing the melodious bells with repeated
squawks from a Swiss cuckoo clock. I have
no doubt that the intervening years have
seen other feats of nonsense, as had the
years prior to 1968.
One hopes that these things would not get

out of hand, and certainly that no property
damage result from pranks, but I will assume
that the level of righteous indignation that
usually accompanies these things doesn't
have any more lasting results this time
than previously.

Nicely done, guys. Now, go put it back.

John J. Turner '71

McLean, Va.
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Enjoy keeping up with friends and classmates in the Classnotes section? Why
40t return the favor — drop us a line and a (preferably black and white) photo
at Sallyport, Office of University Relations, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas
77251.

El Married? 0 New Job? 0 New Baby?
O Promoted? 0 Take a Trip? 0 See a Classmate?
0 Moved? 0 Back in School? 0 Other?

Send us details 

'lame

Class  College 

Address (0 New) 

Answering the Call of the Wild
From viewing wild game in the reserves of Kenya to sailing through the Land of
the Midnight Sun on a Scandinavian holiday, the Association of Rice Alumni is
offering three adventure-packed opportunities for summer travel.

For more information about these and other upcoming trips, call the
alumni office at (713) 527-4057. Prices are approximate.

Africa
June 8-22
Join fellow alumni on a deluxe safari in Kenya with an optional extension to
Tanzania, escorted by photographer, writer and lecturer David Keith Jones.
Beginning in Nairobi, the two-week trip will take visitors to Aberdare National
Park, the Samburu Game Reserve, Mount Kenya Safari Club, Amboseli
National Park and the Masai Mara Game Reserve. The optional extension
(through June 27) to Tanzania will include the sights of Lake Manyara National
Park and the Ngorongoro Crater.

Though this trip is already "sold out," the alumni office is maintaining a
waiting list of those wishing to participate. In the event of cancellations, the
trip will be filled from this list. Approximate cost is $2,596 (plus airfare) for the
Kenya Safari, $1,089 for the Tanzania extension.

The Splendor of Scandinavia
June 30-July 14
Spend 15 days traveling through the Land of the Midnight Sun, visiting Scan-
dinavia's greatest cities and sights. An optional extension to Leningrad and
several optional tours in Scandinavia are also available. The trip will begin with
two days in Helsinki, Finland, famous for its beautiful architecture and
impressive city planning. Next, it's on to Copenhagen, Denmark, where trav-
elers will become acquainted with the world's oldest stock exchange, the Royal
Theater and the rococo Amalienborg Palace. The stay in Copenhagen will also
feature the opportunity to experience Danish culture firsthand with Danish
families hosting dinners for small groups. The trip will then feature a cruise
through the fjords along Norway's coastline and two days in Oslo, Norway. A
visit in Stockholm, Sweden, will wrap up the vacation. The three-day extension
will take visitors to Leningrad, U.S.S.R., the city Peter the Great built as a
"window on Europe." In addition to the landscaping, elegant facades and broad
boulevards of Imperialist Russia, travelers will enjoy a taste of the ballet, circus
or folklore festivities.

Approximate cost of the Scandinavian vacation is $2,499-$2,829 (depart-
ing from New York or Houston, respectively). For the trip including Leningrad
extension, which departs June 27, the cost is $3,098-$3,428 (departing from
New York or Houston, respectively).

Explore the Gulf of St. Lawrence
Aug. 6-14
This special voyage highlights the natural history and untouched beauty of
Canada's Maritime Provinces. On board the Illiria, travelers will hear a marine
biologist discuss the region's remarkable wildlife, while an expert on the his-
tory and diversity of the ports-of-call will prepare them for on-shore
excursions. When not enjoying the thrill of whale sightings at sea, travelers will
enjoy land visits to the Bonaventure Island Bird Sanctuary, St. Pierre et
Miquelon and Gros Morne National Park. With a maximum guest capacity of
140, the Illiria features elegant furnishings, museum-quality artwork and
expansive open decks amid a relaxed and congenial atmosphere.

Approximate cost is $1,460 to $3,375, depending on choice of cabin. Price
does not include airfare to and from Montreal.
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