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Dusting Off the Scholar
Athlete. By Bobby Tudor '82 
and Nancy Daly. Scholarship 
basketball player Bobby 

Tudor '82 reveals the problems and 
pleasures of playing serious basketball 
while maintaining high academic 
standards. 

6 
Inside Max Apple. By 
Nancy Volksen '80. Rice's 
resident author and professor 
of creative writing is seen 

through the eyes of a former student. 
He has received critical acclaim for his 
collection of short stories and novel. 
And recently, he ventured into the 
fields of sports writing and 
screenplays. 

8 
Looking Out for Number 
12. By Nancy Daly. William 
F. Kieschnick BS '4 7 spends 
his time presiding over 

Atlantic Richfield Company, the 
twelfth largest industrial concern in 
the country. 

9 
The Artful Builder. By 
Nancy Daly. S. I. Morris BA 
'35 is no designer but he is one 
of the most successful 

architects in town. 

Editor, Nancy Daly 
Design and Production. Flat Lizard Graphics 
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Group travel arrangements are made by 
the alumni association. For information, 
call (713) 527-4057. 
July 17-27 The Island World of Great 

Britain. Alumni will visit 
Scotland, Wales, Orkney, 
Skye, the Outer Hebrides, 
and the Isles of Scilly. Cost is 
between $2,795 and $3,085 
per person, based on double 
occupancy from New York. 
Professor of history Ira 
Gruber will accompany the 
group. 

The 1982 alumni travel schedule has been ten
tatively arranged. Reservations are not being 
accepted yet but more information will be sent 
to you soon. 
Spring If you yearn for a touch of the 

reckless riverboat life, a trip on 
the Mississippi aboard the Delta 
Queen is the answer. Several 
days in New Orleans are includ
ed. 

Spring Tour Japan's cities and country
side. 

Summer Cross Canada from Toronto to 
Calgary, partly on train. 

Summer Spend six days eating Italian ice 
cream as you explore the ancient 
and modem delights of Rome and 
Florence. Then board the tall sail
ing ship Sea Cloud for a nine-day 
Mediterranean cruise. End up in 
Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia. 

Fall See France from the decks of a 
lazy river barge and the basket of 
a hot air balloon. 

A N N O U N C I • I N T 

The Office of Continuing Studies is 
offering a variety of language courses 
throughout the summer, including English 
as a second language. They accept no more 
than five students per class. For more 
information call 527-8101, ext. 3791. 
July 28-30 They are also offering a 

course called "Writing Bet
ter Computer Software 
Documentation." For infor
mation call 527-4803. 

The Young Alumni sponsor events for 
alumni in their first fifteen years after 
graduation. For more information call 
(713) 527-4057. 
July 18 Young Alumni are gathering 

on the hill at Miller Theatre 
for a picnic before watching 
a production of the Music 
Man. Bring your own food. 
Picnic at 6:30 P.M., show at 
8:30P.M. 

July 24 For $6.50 you can join the 
Young Alumni at the first 
Astros game against St. Lou
is. Game time is 7:30 P.M. 

July4 

You must send your check 
for the tickets to the alumni 
office by July 7. Tickets can 
be picked up at Gabby's on 
9401 S. Main before the 
game. 
The Baptist Student 
Union at Rice is having a 
reunion, inviting everyone 
who was ever associated 
with the organization. For 
information on housing and 
activities contact Gerald 
Lepere at 6530 Fannin, 
Houston, Texas 77030, (713) 
790-0279. 

A R T 

The Rice Museum will be closed until 
September 10. They will reopen with a 
show entitled "Reading Prints." 
The Sewall Gallery will be closed until 
September 8. They will reopen with "Ciba
Geigy Collects Aspects of Abstraction," a 
showing of works in a style usually associ
ated with the New York school of abstract 
expressionism. They are on loan from the 
Ciba-Geigy pharmaceutical firm. 

HOMICOMING 

Homecoming will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, October 23-24. Reunion plans 
are in the making. The big game is against 
Texas A&M at 2 P.M. in the Rice Stadium. 
Class Reunions 
1926 No chairman has been 

appointed yet. 
1931 Chairman Elsa Schneider 

Holland and her committee 
are organizing a dinner party 
for the Golden Anniversary 
Reunion on Friday, October 
23 in Cohen house. 

1936 Carloss Morris has reserved 
Baker Commons for Friday 
night for the celebration. 

1941 Charles Matthews is plan
ning a party at the River 
Oaks Country Club on Satur
day, October 24. 

1946 Camille Dockery Simpson is 
organizing a cocktail party at 
Louise Loose Horr's home 
on Rice Boulevard. 

1951 The Grand Hall at the RMC 
is reserved for Friday, Octo
ber 23, according to chair
man Colleen Alessandra 
Jennings. 

1956 The 25th reunion class still 
has no chairman. 

1961 Nancy Thomall Burch is 
planning a party to be held 
in the R Room on Saturday 
evening. 

1966 This class has no chairman. 
1971 Tom and Ann Patton Greene 

are organizing a party for 
Friday night, October 23 in 
the R Room. 

1976 Chris Amandes is the chair
man. 

Aug. 30 

Sl'ORTS 

Join the alumni in meeting 
Rice's athletes at the second 
annual athletic day. All the 
campus athletic facilities will 
be open for alumni and their 
families. Call the alumni off
ice 527-4057 for information 
and tickets to the barbeque 
supper. 

The football team is gearing up for another 
good season this Fall. For ticket informa
tion call (713) 527-4068. 
Sept. 12 Texas at Austin, 7 P.M. 
Sept. 19 Missouri at Columbia, 

Sept. 26 

Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 

Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 28 

1:30P.M. 
LSU at Baton Rouge, 
7:30P.M. 
Tulane at Rice, 2 P.M. 
TCU at Rice, 7:30 P.M. 
Texas Tech at Lubbock, 
7:30P.M. 
Texas A&M at Rice, 2 P.M. 
Arkansas at Rice, 2 P.M. 
SMU at Dallas, 1 :30 PM. 
Baylor at Waco, 2 P ~L 
Houston at Rice, 2 P.:\t 

&& 
F I L M S 

The Rice Media Center shows films Friday 
through Sunday during the summer. 
Showtimes are at 7:30 and 10 P.M. on Fri
day and Saturday, and at 7:30 on Sunday. 
Every other Saturday at 1 P.M. a children's 
matinee is shown. Evening film admission 
is $2, kid's matinee is $1. Special series 
now running include the best of Hollywood 
film direction and British cinema. For 
schedule information call 527-4853. 

To the Editor: 
Fie, fie on English professor William Piper 
and/or writer/editor Nancy Daly. What can 
we expect from Rice students in the way of 
writing skills when they read in the alumni 
publication of their elite institution, 
"There's hardly a student who comes to 
Rice who has enough practice in sentence 
construction that they wouldn't benefit 
from a semester of writing"? ("Point of 
Grammar," SALLYPORT, April, 1981) 
Nancy Boothe Parker BA '52 



SALLYPORT-]UNE 1981 3 

THROUGH~¥~ SALL YPORT 
. -;;:. .. ' "t:.::::r1...- · ~-~ 

Consuming interest 
Some of us, accustomed to taking full 
advantage of the float time after we issue a 
check, must immediately rush our meager 
deposits to the bank to cover those out
standing checks that have gotten somewhat 
ahead ofus. 

Others, more comfortably settled, simply 
insist on early deposits for maximum 
return. 

It was in the later category that Rice's 
development officers fell several weeks 
ago. The annual Brown Foundation check 
had arrived in the afternoon mail on the Fri
day before a long weekend. A glance at the 
clock revealed the imminent close of the 
bank's business day. Amid cries of conster
nation, the speediest development officer 
was dispatched bankward before the enve
lope was even entirely slit open. 

There was no time for niceties of a brief 
celebration or the traditional check passing 
ceremony, though it was for the attractive 
sum of $3,483,810. Figuring interest at 
money market rates the university stood to 
lose about $1800 a day over the three-day 
weekend if the check was not credited to 
Rice's account before the bank closed. Traf
fic, needless to say, was dense at that time 
of day. 

The money constituted the matching 
funds, according to the formulas of the 
Brown Challenge, for money that Rice 
raised during the past year for current 
operations. Both the foundation and the 
challenge owe their existence to George R. 
Brown '20. 

The almost 3. 5 million figure was arrived 
at by combining the Brown Foundation's 
stated ceiling for the year of $2,165,000 in 
matching funds, plus an additional 
$1,318,810. The gravy was a 1:2 match for 
the money that Rice had raised above the 
goals for 1980 that were set when the ten
year challenge was issued in 1976. 

The check was duly deposited after a 
high speed trip through town. Rice's treas
urer, Joe Nalle, happily began figuring inter
est at $1. 25 a minute over a long, relaxing 

weekend~,,.,.,..,._..,_ 

Fertile crimes 
~rying to get something for nothing is a 
time honored tradition in this country. 
According to Marty Vest, director of the 
Rice Memorial Center building, the practice 
still flourishes on the Rice campus. 

The something in this case is plants -
Plants inside the RMC, potted plants on the 
patio outside the RMC, flowers in the chap
el, plants locked in fenced enclosures, and 
even bushes in the ground. 

Noticing that the stock issue of bed, 
desk, and chair in college dormitory rooms 
could use the warmth of a personal state
ment in green, many young decorators take 
the liberty of removing plants from one part 
of the campus and relocating them in their 
rooms. 

"University property is our property," 
could be the slightly communistic slogan 
associated with these endeavors. 

"Twice a year Taylor Ray and Colletta 
Ray McMillian decorate the Robert H. Ray 
courtyard of the RMC in memory of their 
father," Vest explains. "For homecoming 
they put out chrysanthemums and at Christ
mas they put out pointsettias. 

"As soon as the flowers go out, the stu
dents start to come in and ask us if they 
can take 'their' plants. We have to Jock 
them inside the building every night or they 
all disappear." 

Though Vest gives the plants away after 
they finish blooming, she likes to preserve 
the decorated patio for at least a few hours. 

"I told one student who was carrying a 
plant away that it was like going to a grave 
and robbing the dead," an irate Vest 
admits. 

"One time a bride who was going to be 
married in the chapel called and asked me 
to call the person who puts flowers on the 
patio and arrange to have some there for 
her wedding," she adds. 

Inside the building, the lobby and grand 
hall are enlivened with large, green potted 
plants. Sometimes a few disappear even in 
the middle of large social events. 

Recently physical plant bought some 
replacements. The night before they were 
to be put in place, while they were sitting 
in a truck in the fenced and locked physical 
plant enclosure, two were stolen. 

"Maymee Meeks, who works in the 
chapel reading room, buys a live wreath for 
the chapel every Christmas. This year it 
was stolen the day after she put it up," 

, Vest relates. 
The most astonishing episode was the 

midnight azalea thefts. Spring in Houston 
naturally brings the lovely azalea blossoms 
to mind. Everyone wants a little bit of the 
azalea trail to go right through their yard. 
So, early this spring someone crept up to 
the RMC patio, trowel in hand, in the dead 
of night. The perpetrator carefully dug up 
several azalea bushes that were planted in 
beds near the RMC doors. It is not known 
whether or not they wrapped the roots in 
burlap before proceeding on their way. No 
one could be found with dirt on their hands 
in the morning. 

The story of another chapel bride is filled 
with pathos and more intrigue. The florist 
swears he delivered the flowers that were 
to decorate the inside of the chapel, but by 
the time the bride and groom arrived sever
al hours later, there was nary a blossom. 

We can only join in condemning these 
guerilla tactics, but let's not be too harsh, 
our office certainly looks 100 percent better 
since we added a little greenery. 

Scoop 
The tough, uncomprom1smg team of in
vestigative reporters at the Thresher 
came up with another shocking expose in 
their summer issue - trouble at the 
registrar's office. 

The occasion for the story was John 
Brelsford's resignation as registrar. The 
revelation about conditions there was buried 
deep in paragraph three: 

"Brelsford had pushed for a centralized 
computer data base which could be used by 
other departments and ease some of the 
clerical duplicity in the registrar's office." 

"Clerical duplicity," we read with mount
ing excitement. We had always suspected 
as much. Eagerly scanning the rest of the 
article, we could detect no follow-up to the 
briefly mentioned scandal. The rest of the 
article dealt with references to the time
consuming nature of work in that office. 

Could that be a veiled clue, we won
dered. Or, had the Thresher been muffled in 
the biggest scoop of the decade. 

We have heard of people who claim to 
have degrees that they have not actually 
earned. But this whisper on page four of 
the June 18, 1981 Thresher was the first 
inkling of wrongdoing within Rice's regis
trar's office. 

~~.:... ?7'C 

Perhaps a payoff to secure a transcript 
that had nothing but ls on it, we reasoned. 
To illuminate the situation we sent a heavily 
disguised student type over to the alleged 
den of iniquity with $5 in his pocket. We 
can do a little investigation of our own when 
the situation warrants. The bribe was duly 
offered but our decoy recieved only a blank 
stare. 

What other form of duplicity could they 
be practicing? We called several clerical 
workers there and asked them the correct 
time to see how honest they were. Each 
time they were on the nose. 

Several more subtle tests only revealed 
more honesty. Could it be that someone at 
the Thresher had made up an interview 
from start to finish with a fictional compos
ite character whom they labeled "the regis
trar," we began to ask. The evidence is 
there to be weighed, but it will be up to the 
Pulitzer Board to form a judgment. 

Trojan owl 
The longhorns got quite a scare recently 
when it was suggested by a writer to the 
Austin American-Statesman that the top of 
the University of Texas tower was 
designed to look like a Rice owl. 

The suggestion certainly has some merit. 
The clocks are the eyes when the tower is 
viewed from the corner. They say the 
vision is particularly convincing when seen 
from 1-35 and the MoPac bridge. 

University of Texas historian Margaret 
Berry vehemently denied the rumor. "No, 
no. That's not true. I look at the tower at 
an angle and I see two sides of the clock 
and I am seeing the Eye of Texas. Not an 
owl!" 

Paul Phillipe Cret, the architect, was a 
frenchman who had no connection with 
Rice, she continued. 

We think that "the lady doth protest too 
much." You can see whatever you like 
when you look up there Margaret, but we 
know a Rice owl even from a few hundred 
miles away. 

As a sign of our camaraderie with the 
northern neighbors, we really have no 
objection to the benevolent owl surveying 
the UT scene. In fact, that's not a bad van
tage point. You can see just about every
thing from up there. The stories that we 
could tell you about that campus ... 

Over reaction 
Every once in a while the chemistry depart
ment will stage a magic show for a group of 
elementary school children. When the 
Houston Fire Department firemen were 
called in to witness something similar in 
April they were mystified but not delighted. 

The problem was a fire in a dumpster 
outside the chemistry building. Regular fire
men who were first on the scene of the 
small fire called in the hazardous materials 
team because the fire was caused by reac
tions among a group of chemicals that had 
been accidentally thrown away. 

According to George Busby, chemistry 
laboratory director, the chemicals had been 
set aside in the chemical storeroom so they 
could be properly discarded. A physical 
plant worker mistakenly collected the bot
tles of chemicals as waste. 

Though the materials had already begun 
smoldering when the worker carried them 
outside, he proceeded to unload them in the 
dumpster. 

Late the next morning, fire had actually 
broken out in the dumpster, the mistake 
was discovered, and the fire department 
was called. 

After learning that the chemicals might 
release toxic vapors if mixed with water, 
the firemen spent several hours in discus
sion before taking action. 

Busby assured them that if water was 
added slowly the danger would be minimal. 

The firemen proceeded on those instruc
tions and safely controlled the fire. There 
were no injuries and no permanent damage. 

Going West 
Once again we have erroneously listed a 
name in In Memoriam. We are plea~ed to 
announce the rebirth of]ames R. West '50. 

When West's personal secretary called 
our attention to his state of general good 
health and well being, records of the 
"death" were immediately double-checked. 

It seems that someone in the records 
department had called a Mr. West's house 
after the initial report and confirmed the 
death with a daughter named Mary. 

To Mary, we continue to extend our con
dolences, even though her father was not 
the James R. West who was graduated 
from Rice in 1950. 

To James R. West '50, we extend our 
apologies and heartfelt wishes for a Jong 
and happy life. 

June 1981 Vol.37, No.5 
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I'd really like to get a PhD in 
English. My favorite thing to do 
would be to read nineteenth cen
tury romantic poetry all day. 
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D u s T I N G 0 F F T H E 

SCHOLAR 

BY NANCY DALY 
enerations of coaches have been 
promising parents that team 
sports will build strong minds as 
well as strong bodies. Recently, 

the introduction of big money sports and 
the purported professionalization of college 
and even high school athletics have thrown 
that sentiment into question. But at Rice, 
Bobby Tudor, a Hanszen College senior and 
captain of this past season's successful bas
ketball team, goes a long way toward re -
storing the image of the scholar-athlete. 

The young man, who admits to being just 
over six feet, four inches tall, has a grace 
born from years of athletic training and the 
confidence of success. He is majoring in 
both English and legal studies and hopes to 
become a lawyer eventually. Tudor is an 
articulate spokesman on the problems and 
pleasures of college athletics. 

Deciding when he was eight years old to 
play college basketball, Tudor was a star on 
the Pineville, Louisiana high school team. 
He was named an all-American player and 
maintained almost a straight A grade point 
average. Colleges all over the country 
recruited him, including a number of Ivy 
League schools. 

My family all went to LS U, but I 
thought my education would be 
far and away better here, and I 
wanted to do something on my 
own. 

"My family all went to LSU," he says, 
"but I thought my education would be far 
and away better here, and I wanted to do 
something on my own." Tudor is still a big 
LSU fan "except when they play Rice," he 
admits. 

"My senior year was quite an unbeliev
able year," Tudor remembers. After five 
recruiting trips he decided that Southwest 
Conference basketball would be more excit
ing than that in the Ivy League. "Rice 
offered a lot of things in terms of basket
ball. The team had a horrible record but 
Coach Schulyer had come and it offered the 
chance to build a winning program from 
nothing. The challenge appealed to me." 

Rice's academic reputation also appealed 
to Tudor. "My father told me that after I 
got to college if at some point I didn't feel 
that I'd gotten in over my head, then I 
probably hadn't reached enough," he 
recalls. 

"Lord knows it has been a challenge to 
maintain my school work and play basket
ball," he adds. His grades at Rice average 

out to be just over a B. "I wish they were 
better but I don't feel bad about them," he 
says. He is spending the summer at 
Georgetown University's Institute on Com
parative Political and Economic Systems, 
taking classes and interning on Capitol Hill. 

ff Tudor doesn't get into law school when 
he finishes at Rice next year, there are 
other things he would like to do. "I'd really 
like to get a PhD in English," he says wist
fully. "My favorite thing to do would be to 
read nineteenth century romantic poetry all 
day." In any case, he explains, before pur
suing graduate study, "I'd like to go to 
Europe and play pro-basketball for a couple 
of years, just to live in Europe." American
style basketball has become very popular in 
parts of Europe, especially Italy. 

"Playing NBA (National Basketball Asso
ciation) ball in the US has never really been 
a goal of mine. The money is great but I 
don't like the life-style. I think the players 
in the NBA are used. They play too many 
games a year and move around too much. 
I'm happier playing less and enjoying it 
more." He truthfully adds, "But probably if 
I was offered the opportunity to play NBA, 
I'd try just to see if I could do it." 

T 
he dual roles of scholar and ath
lete require delicate balancing. 
Intensely interested in his educa
tion, Tudor says, "ff you're going 

to graduate from here you have to really 
put in some hours studying. There are peo
ple who came here hoping to be pre-med or 
something like that and be an athlete and 
they find they have to give one or the other 
up. It really never entered my mind that I 
wouldn't be able to maintain my grades and 
play basketball." Sometimes, however, his 
schoolwork "has been more than a chal
lenge, it has been a burden, but I never 
thought it wasn't worth it," he says. 

As a junior he was named a captain of the 
team. The season, with a conference 
record of seven wins and nine losses, was 
the best Rice has had in recent memory. 
Tudor speaks with a proprietary concern 
about the team, "We've really made great 
strides and I'm extremely proud of it. The 
new coach, Tommy Suitts, who was the 
assistant coach, is going to give continuity 
to our program, and we're going to have all 
our players back. We'll be exciting to watch 
and very respectable." 

Though Tudor's average number of 
points per game fell off this season to 7.3 
from a high of 11.8 his sophomore year, he 
is known on the court as an excellent play
maker. He often sets up shots for others. 

"I like basketball because I've always 
been good at it, and it's fun to do things 

that you're good at," Tudor admits. "Being 
a member of a successful team is quite a 
thrill. I love to win but the competitive 
aspect is not that big a part of it for me," 
he adds. 

Any college basketball player who 
says he doesn't enjoy the attention 
is kidding. 

In spite of the demands, there are some 
extracurricular benefits that accrue to var
sity athletes. Even at Rice, where the stu
dents are sometimes accused of showing a 
lack of enthusiasm for "jocks, " there is glo
ry associated with success on the playing 
field. "Any college basketball player who 
says he doesn't enjoy the attention is kid
ding," Tudor says. "The adulation here is 
not the same as it is at a lot of schools, like 
LSU," he continues. Tudor's younger 
brother is now playing basketball for that 
university. "To me all the attention that the 
athletes get there seems like too much. It 
is very important to me that people respect 
me for want I do and what I accomplish. 
My parents have always helped me keep it 
in perspective. My senior year in high 
school the adulation that I received in my 
home town was unbelievable. Certainly 
when I came here, it brought me down to 
earth." 

The residential college system at Rice 
helps integrate athletes into regular student 
life, according to Tudor. In the Spring, he 
plays intramural baseball for his college's 
team and he represents Hanszen in the 
beer-bike race. "None of my roommates 
are athletes and that has been really good 
for me," he says. 

In recent years, there have been charges 
that sports in the SWC and other confer
ences are becoming increasingly profession
al in attitude to the detriment of the educa
tion received by the student athletes. 
"There's a lot that goes on in college sports 
that really infuriates me and if it isn't 
stopped, it is going to ruin college sports," 
Tudor exclaims. "Now people are paying 
attention to the abuses, but cleaning up is, 
at the very least, really expensive. 

"Our athletic department at Rice is as 
clean as it can possibly be," he continues. 
"Our goals at Rice are really different from 
those held at some other schools and that 
has really helped the situation here. Dr. 
Hackerman's leadership has done a lot 
toward that. Rice doesn't really need 
sports. Good students are going to come 
here anyway. They don't need to get their 
name known with great teams the way 
some schools do," he concludes. 



BY BOBBY TUDOR 

The following article is an edzted version of one 
that first appeared in the April 23, 1981 issue of 
the Thresher. 

11 never forget the first contact I had 
with Rice University. I was eight years 
old, it was a cool autumn Saturday 
night, and I was in Baton Rouge, Loui-

siana with my family to see my beloved 
LSU Tigers play football. It was a ritual of 
sorts - I don't think I missed a home 
game for ten consecutive years - and it 
made me happier than just about anything in 
the world. My brother John and I, dressed 
in matching purple and gold LSU sweaters, 
were walking a few yards ahead of my par
ents, singing the LSU Fight Song and won
dering out loud how badly the Tigers would 
smash whomever they were playing, when 
an older man (I'm sure he was at kast for
ty) pulled his car alongside us and yelled 
out the window "Go Rice!". 

Rice is one of the most difficu/,t 
Places in America to be a stu
dent-athlete. 

My brother and I immediately started 
laughing because we thought that was the 
most ridiculous thing we had ever heard. 
Rice? What sort of nickname was that for a 
football team! My dad explained though, 
that Rice was the name of the school and 
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its nickname was the "Owls". He also said 
it was one of the best schools in America. I 
don't remember at all what happened at the 
game, but I'll always remember what my 
dad told me. One of the best schools in 
America. 

That fact is what brought me here and 
what has kept me here. I call it a fact 
because I really do believe it. If I didn't 
believe it, I probably would have left long 
ago or would never have come at all, 
because Rice is also one of the most dif
ficult places in America to be a student
athlete. 

I wanted to be in an environment 
that was different and that would 
aUow me to grow in more ways 
than just as an athkte. 

As a senior in high school, I seriously 
considered four schools: Duke, Arkansas, 
Tulane, and Rice. I feel very fortunate that 
I'm honestly able to say that if I had to do it 
all over again, I would make the same 
choice. Rice was, and is, the right place for 
me. There were three deciding factors in 
my decision. First, I felt that Rice was far 
and away the best for me academically. I 
wanted to have the chance to know my pro
fessors, I wanted my classes to be small, 
and I wanted to have a challenge to extend 
myself beyond my intellectual capabilities. 
Rice gave me those things. 

Secondly, I decided that I wanted to be a 
part of building a basketball program rather 
than sustaining one. If I went to Arkansas 
and won three consecutive SWC Champion
ships, so what? They were expected to 
win. I wanted to be able to look back on my 
college career and say "I was a big part of 
making Rice good again." I have had that 
opportunity here. Last of all, I wanted to be 
in an environment that was different and 
that would allow me to grow in more ways 
than just as an athlete. Rice has given me 
that environment. 

On the average, I give five hours 
a day to my sport. 

Rice humbles athletes, and it is a difficult 
thing to deal with. It humbles non-athletes 
as well, but in a different way. Much is said 
here about the hundreds of Rice students 
who were tops in their high school class, 
and come to Rice to find that virtually 
everyone else is at least as smart as they 
are. It is a problem, for sure, but I don't 
think it is nearly of the same magnitude as 
the problem an athlete faces here. You take 
an eighteen-year-old boy or girl who, 
because of their unusual athletic ability and 
their high school environment, have a false 
and distorted sense of their personal worth, 
put them in an intellectual community that 
often views athletes as dumb, inferior, and 

undeserving of a Rice education, and you 
have a sociological problem of tremendous 
impact. Some athletes handle it by striking 
back - by openly disdaining non-athletes as 
much as they feel they are disdained. Some 
handle it by retreating into a world in which 
they feel comfortable - the world of the 
college "jock" - where they deal only with 
people they feel appreciate them for what 
they are. Some handle it by leaving, and 
that is a real tragedy. On the other hand, 
many athletes adapt very well, and it 
is those who get the most of their Rice 
experience. 

Much is also said here about the "separa
tion" of athletes and non-athletes. I think it 
is a real problem, but I also think athletes 
are unfairly blamed as the source of the 
problem. Virtually every day, from approxi
mately September 20 to March 10, my day 
is totally filled. I go to class in the morning, 
eat lunch in the commons, usually go to 
class for at least one hour in the afternoon, 
go to the gym at about 2:30, walk on the 
practice floor at about 3: 00, practice until 
about 5:00 or 5:30, shower, dress, go to 
supper, and arrive back in my room around 
7:30. That is, on the average, five hours a 
day I give to my sport. That also means 
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that I'm away from the college all after
noon, and I don't eat supper in the com
mons at night. No parties on Friday after
noons, no laying out in the sun with my 
friends, drinking beer and cranking the 
stereo. 

I am not complaining - I love basketball. 
I'm on full scholarship, I'm representing the 
university, and I receive a certain amount 
of recognition for my efforts. But I hate to 
see athletes blamed for separating them
selves from the rest of the university, when 
they barely have enough time to study, 
practice, eat, and sleep. If the gulf is to be 
bridged, it will take a tremendous effort by 
both groups, but especially by non-athletes. 

I would be the first to admit that there 
are athletes here who do not deserve Rice. 
They don't care about school, they take the 
easiest classes and cheat their way through 
and refuse to associate with anyone but 
other athletes. Still, I think there are plenty 
of non-athletes here who have all of those 
same qualities. As much as Rice people 
hate to admit it, they do want their athletes 
to be something special. They want them to 
take the same courses as everyone else 
takes, make the same good grades, be inte
gral parts of day to day campus life, act as 
though they are not athletes, but still prac
tice five hours a day and compete with ath
letes who are essentially professionals. 
That is something special. The sad and 
amazing thing is that there are plenty of 
outstanding people here who do exactly 
that, but who are ignored or taken for 
granted because of the few who do not fill 
the bill. 

I have been extremely encouraged and 
impressed by the attitude the Rice faculty 
and administration takes towards its ath
letes. There have been times I have had 
professors give me private lectures on 
material I missed while on a road trip. 
There have been times professors have 
arranged tests that include slides to be 
administered a day or two late especially for 
me because I missed the regularly sched
uled test while on a basketball trip. These 
incidents are not isolated; they are the rule 
rather than the exception, and I think it 
speaks quite highly of the faculty and 
administration here. They truly want every 
student to have the opportunity to gradu
ate, and it is this personal interest that 
attracts athletes just like it attracts anyone 
else. 

Rice should continue to refuse to lower 
its standards for the sake of big-time colle
giate athletics, but it should not refuse 
its athletes the opportunity of a full and 
well-rounded education on the basis of 
stereotypes. 
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BY NANCY VOLKSEN '80 

ax Apple came to Rice University 
in the fall of 1971 as a teacher of 
literature. Almost a decade later, 
thirty-nine year old Apple still 

considers himselfprimarily a teacher. But in his 
years at Rice, Apple has also achieved a secure 
position as one of America's finest writers for 
his collection of short stories, The O ranging of 
America and Other Stories, and his novel, Zip. 
More recently, he has turned his talents 
toward such diverse areas as sportswriting and 
the Hollywood screenplay, and, Apple has 
become a dedicated runner. 

A year after completing his PhD at the Uni
versity of Michigan, Apple met then faculty 
members David Minter and Jack Ward at a 
Chicago meeting of the Modern Language 
Association. 

"When you interview for those jobs, it's usu
ally an awful situation," he remembers. "But 
they had actually read my work and we talked 
about what I had written. I liked them right off. I 
figured they liked me because they invited me 
down for an interview. 

"I'd never been anywhere near Texas. I'd 
never even been farther south than Illinois. So I 
liked it. I was happy to come here. I was young 
and innocent. 

"I didn't know Rice was any 
different from SMU or Baylor. 
I thought it was going to be a 
religious college." 

"I didn't know Rice was any different from 
SMU or Baylor. I thought it was going to be a 
religious college. I figured the whole south was 
religious in some way - I think I was right. 
Anyway, I came here and we went to Cohen 
House for lunch. I still thought the place was 
some kind of Baptist or Methodist university 
whenllookeddownattheforks, the plates, and 
noticed this little insignia with Hebrew writing 
on it. I didn't know the Cohens had donated it 
all to Rice; I thought they'd done it for me, 
to prove to me that it was a Hebrew school. 
I thought it was a good sign. 

"As I spent a day and a half here, I began to 
realize that it was a pretty good school. I didn't 
have very many pretensions about all the high 
academic hierarchies. I hope I still don't. I 
believe there are smart kids everywhere. I had 
just wanted a place where I thought it'd be nice 
to work, where I'd like my colleagues, so I was 
pleasantly surprised to learn that it was a school 
with a good reputation. All I knew were the 
football scores." 

Each semester, Apple teaches writing and 
one other course. Over the years, the other 
course has ranged from freshman English to 
"The History of the Short Story" to "Yiddish 
Literature." Even now that his writing reputa
tion is established enough for him to stop 
teaching, Apple has no plans to do so. 

"It's still fun for me. I'm still learning things 



all the time. In the last freshman class, we had a 
terrific religious debate. First time that's hap
pened in all the years I've been at Rice. It was 
great. 

"I could make a living now writing without 
teaching, but I like to teach. I think it's partly 
habit; I've spent all my adult life around a col
lege. I have that biological timeclock from Sep
tember to June. Come September, I start 
thinking about the Iliad, the Odyssey. I think in 
terms of semesters and it's hard to break out of 
that. I like libraries." 

He falls silent for a moment, then adds, "I 
feel much older than my students now. That's 
fairly new. I notice, just in the range of general 
allusions that I make in class, that the formative 
years of my life, the Vietnam war years, are 
history to them. That whole era is to them 
what, say, the forties were to me. It has sud
denly hit me that I'm a whole generation 
older than the people I'm teaching only be
cause I did start teaching so young. 

"Ifl weren't writing, maybe I'd be tired of it. 
I try not to say the same stuff all the time, try 

to use different books, but there's a real 
sameness built-in. There's a routine the way 
there is in any job. But the writing gives me 
different kinds of routines, so the teaching 
isn't stale to me. So far. I hope it doesn't 
become that because I really enjoy it." 

'1 don't teach the work of cer
tain writers. I like to wait until 
I see an affinity between a stu
dent's work, what they're aspir
ing to, and a writer I know. 

As Rice's faculty writer, Apple has a special 
commitment to his writing classes. 

"I don't teach the work of certain writers. I 
like to wait until I see an affinity between a stu
dent's work, what they're aspiring to, and a 
writer I know. I like that kind of assignment. 
After I've seenitinastudent's work, then I sug
gest someone. 'Have you read Raymond 
Carver? Or Grace Paley? Or Isaac Babel?' I 
don't like to make those assignments first. We 
all imitate anyway. I like to wait to see who the 
student is imitating or who the best model for 
them to imitate would be, given the range of 
their possibilities." 

It is as a writer that most people think of Max 
Apple, but public recognition has come fairly 
recently to him. His official debut was with the 
publication of "The Oranging of America" in 
The New American Review in 1974, although 
he had won Hopwood Awards in the essay, 
short story, and novel at the University of 
Michigan in 1970. 

" 'Oranging' was the first really published 
story I ever had, other than a couple in a college 
magazine. I had been writing, and I had other 
stories that I didn't like. It was the first story 
that I liked and I was lucky that other people 
agreed. I waited until I had what I really want
ed. That's not good advice to other people -I 
was just scared." 

Now, with a collection of short stories, The 
Orangingof AmericaandOtherStories, anovel, 
Zip: A Novel of the Left and the Right, and the 
editorship of an anthology of short fiction, 
Southwest Fiction, to his credit, Apple is still 
reluctant to offer himself as a writer. 

"Before, I didn't think of myself as a writer. I 
didn't announce that to people when they' dask, 
'What do you do?' I still don't. I tell them I'm a 
teacher. It's too hard to tell strangers what it is 
to be a writer, I don't know myself." 

But he continues to write. In the past year 
and a half, Apple has turned his intelligence and 
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humor away from the short story and the novel 
and channeled it into two rather different kinds 
of writing -sportswriting and the screenplay. 

"The sportswriting I like to do. That's proba
bly all I ever wanted to do. !couldn't be a player. 
My eyes weren't good enough and I couldn't 
watch the ball curve. I was a little too short for 
basketball, by a foot or so, and about a hundred 
and fifty pounds too light for football. I thought, 
I'll be a sports-announcer or a sportswriter. So 
it's nice, I had to go through all this becoming a 
literary figure first so I can become a sports
writer. There were probably easier ways to do 
it." 

Apple is currently writing an article on bas
ketball for Inside Sports. Last year, his "It's 
Not Whether You Win," a look at the 
Houston Astros' marketing strategies, 
appeared in Texas Monthly. Apple says he 
hopes to write more, maybe an article on 
Nancy Lieberman, a woman basketball 
player in Dallas. 

A love of sports and the metaphors of sport 
are plain in Apple's fiction. Zip, in which a box
ing match figures centrally, is a ready example, 
but stories like "Understanding Alvarado" and 
"Inside Norman Mailer," a verbal boxing 
match between Mailer and the author, betray 
this passion also. 

"Mailer never responded to that story, so I 
still expect him any day to come walking 
through my door and punch me out." Apple 
grins. "That's my favorite story of the ones I 
wrote. I like that it's about ambition and 
literature. He suggested the metaphor 
with all the boxing talk he's done and the 
way he's written about ambition. I just 
felt like I wanted to announce myself 
with that story - and what other way did I 
have except words?" 

"Writers are not celebrities. By 
definition, we stay home." 

ffi
pple's words have recently 
appeared in yet another form of 
writing - the screenplay. Asked 
by New World Pictures producer/ 

distributor Roger Corman if he would write 
a screenplay for him on the order of Eat 
My Dust and Smokey and the Bandit, Apple 
agreed, despite handicaps which might have 
caused a less adventurous soul to balk. 
These included never having written or 
even read a screenplay and being totally 
unfamiliar with the genre of film Corman 
was requesting him to do. 

"Corman read Zip and liked it. I needed 
money and, although I had some reserva
tions, I thought it might be fun. Useful, 
anyway. I like to do different things." 

Apple's efforts produced what appeared 
this spring under the title, Smokey Bites the 
Dust. Corman was so pleased he offered him 
another screenplay, which Apple accepted. 
The fiction writer has discovered that writ
ing for the movies is a new kind of thing. 
The nuances of plot and character essential 
to fiction are wasted in the screenplay, 
where only the barest skeleton is needed. 
Authorial integrity is also something of an 
anachronism, as Apple found out as soon as 
the titles appeared on the screen. His origi
nal title was Follow That Car. After seeing 
Smokey in the theater, Apple says he was 
'surprised.' 

"I wasn't surprised by the kind of movie 
it was, but I was surprised that it wasn't 
the movie that I'd written. The characters 
were all the same, but it was maybe 50 
percent different than what I wrote. I don't 
know that what I wrote would have 

been any better. So I'm not offended, only 
surprised. 

"I took my children, my mother, the 
neighbor children, and some friends to see 
it. We made up the majority of the audi
ence. When it said 'Screenplay by Max 
Apple,' we clapped. I spent so much time 
going for popcorn and cokes, I don't think I 
even saw the whole thing." 

When Apple isn't writing or teaching, at 
home with his family or driving in the neigh
borhood carpool, he may be running. Per
haps it is only a concession to the frustrat
ed Detroit Tigers baseball player inside 
him, but running has become a regular fea
ture of Max Apple's life. 

"One of the things I like best about Rice 
is that the gym is close. I can run easily, 
quickly, and I have a wonderful friend that I 
run with. When I first got here, I was a 115 
pound weakling. I couldn't run around the 
block." 

After a faculty friend gave Apple a book 
on aerobics, he began to work out at the 
Rice track stadium. 

"The first time I went to the track, I was 
so dumb. It never occurred to me to wear 
shorts; I wore tennis shoes, but I came in 
long pants. I took my dog, George, with 
me and he was jumping up in pleasure. I 
felt like he was trying to tell me, you've 
finally discovered the meaning of life. 

"I followed the aerobics regimen. It just 
got to be a nice routine. I'm very much a 
man of habits. I got used to going to the 
gym at twelve o'clock. We'd run a mile, 
two miles, and gradually stepped it up. 
Then everybody else started running eight 
miles, ten miles; I stopped at three." 

For the last four or five years, Apple has 
run with Huey Huang from the physics 
department. "You see someone every day 
for an hour, you talk. There's a real intima
cy in that - I felt like we were going 
steady." He laughs. "So that's a real benefit 
to this job. I can go at noon and be back in 
an hour. I do that instead of eating lunch. 
Now I'm a llO pound weakling!" 

Although many of Apple's activities put 
him in contact with people - students, 
agents, athletes, producers - and often in 
the public eye, he considers himself very 
much a private and unexceptional man. 

"It's a strange business. Writers are not 
celebrities. That's why I'm always fairly 
amused by these interviews. By definition, 
we stay home." He pauses, ''I'm telling 
you, I'm essentially a very dull person. 

"I met a woman in the supermarket. She 
recognized me and said, 'I didn't know peo
ple like you went to the supermarket.' I 
knew what she was saying, but I said, 'Peo
ple like me eat too.' Just because a person 
writes a book, why should that put him in a 
special catagory? It doesn't. Every writer 
knows that. It's just a certain kind of work 
that gives you satisfaction and, now and 
then, becomes public in a certain way. 

"There's a real difference between writ
ers and movie stars. What little celebrity 
we get is always temporary. When it's 
good, it's that way. I think it's a great dis
tortion of the whole process to be public. 
Thomas Pynchon may have the right idea to 
hide out, to stay away, although at his level 
it may have caused him a great deal more 
notoriety than just doing a few simple 
things would have." 

When Apple says writer, he means the 
writer of fiction. The sportswriting, the 
screenplays, even his anthology, he consid
ers in another category. 
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"One of the things I like about this other 
writing is that there's a lot of busy work 
and sociability involved. The real writing is 
a powerful, lonely experience. There are no 
tricks and there probably is no trade. There 
are just a lot of people sitting alone in 
rooms - writers sitting alone in rooms, 
editors sitting alone in rooms, typesetters. 
And then readers sitting alone in rooms. I 
never thought of it that way - but there's 
just a whole line of them." 

"The real writing is a powerful, 
lonely experience. There are no 
tricks and there probably is no 
trade." 

He falls silent, then adds, "I think the 
loneliness is there for the reader too, 
except there is some camaraderie between 
the reader and the writer when the writing 
really hits. " 

The writer is left to his own devices to 
discover what this thing is which will make 
the connection between his writing and his 
reader. Apple believes that at the root of 
literature there rests a very profound and 
universal melancholy, and that most writing 
is a struggle to come to terms with this 
feeling. 

"That's the mystery of fiction, isn't it? 
Now we talk about relationships, but it used 
to be called melancholy. Life just won't 
work out happily ever after. In the fairy 

tale, that's the standard ending. It's what 
the child always wants - that nature com
bine with man to overcome the witch or the 
wolf. And yet, the world seems to be the 
other way. Nature doesn't, except in some 
magical moments." 

Perhaps it is in the soul of the writer that 
he search through his fiction for those magi
cal moments to heal the wounds of our 
human malaise, yet Apple suggests that 
sports, rather than fiction, more nearly 
offers the modern world its fairy tales. 

"The magical moments are often encap
sulated in sports. When the basketball play
er gets the shot in the last seconds or the 
football player gets the extra point because 
the wind is just right. Or the baseball player 
who eats just one more egg for breakfast 
and then wins the game. Those are a kind 
of fairy tale in a real closed space - forty
five minutes, two hours, nine innings. You 
conquer the witch, which is the other team. 
Good triumphs. And even if your team, 
your good, doesn't triumph, there's always 
next season." 

But Apple recognizes that sports and 
fairy tales rarely provide a model for life. 
The mystery of life and of fiction may have 
its roots in melancholy and fairy tales and 
sports may seem to offer a solution, but 
this solution is not always allowed to the 
writer. Despite the attractiveness of 
appending a moral or psychical imperative 
to the writer's task, for Apple, the purpose 
of writing is simply writing itself. There are 
no themes, no morals, no solutions in litera
ture. There is only a possible shared expe
rience and, finally, only words. And a very 
intense love of words. With these, the writ
er does what he can. 

So, Max Apple teaches, writes, and runs. 
He pays attention to the words. Through it 
all, he tries to keep enough humility about 
him to temper the ambition, enough hope to 
survive the loneliness of his craft, and 
enough of a sense of humor to keep him, 
and us, smiling most of the time. 
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W 
i1liam F. Kieschnick BS '47 says 
he did not get to the presidency 
of Atlantic Richfield Company, 
the twelfth largest industrial con

cern in the country, "by being a yes person 
and an apple polisher." 

Arco's policy of shifting its rising execu
tives from one field of operation to another 
has given Kieschnick's thirty-four year 
climb up the corporate ladder "adventure 
that has kept me motivated and fulfilled. I 
don't think I'd still be in the company were 
that option not available." 

A 1981 recipient of a distinguished alum
nus award from the Association of Rice 
Alumni, Kieschnick joined Arco immediately 
after receiving his degree in chemical engi
neering in 1947 with distinction. He started 
out as a research and development engineer 
for Arco's oil recovery program. Eventually 
he managed the company's research effort. 
"I've been a corporate gypsy and worked in 
just about all of the various businesses of 
the company over the past several dec
ades," he quips. By 1958 he was a "man 
friday" in international oil and gas explora
tion. In 1961 he took over the management 
of a district oil and gas exploration and pro
ducing office in Louisiana. "It was a micro
cosm of the company. That was my first 
whole span of management." Since late 
1978, when he was named a vice chairman 
of Arco, he has directed all operating activi
ties. Finally, in January of this year he was 
named president and chief operating officer. 

"I would say that it is very valu
able to have experienced the nit
ty-gritty of the business." 

Though his sphere is now primarily man
agement, "I would say that it is very valu
able to have experienced the nitty-gritty of 
the business," Kieschnick explains. The 
company still hires and promotes many 
more eqgineers and geologists than people 
from any other disciplines, though they con
sider anyone "who comes with a lot of 
brains and some experience in analytical 
disciplines," he adds. 

Kieschnick has assumed the understated 
look associated with oil company execu
tives, but years in Los Angeles have not 
eradicated his Texas accent. His other dis
tinguishing characteristics include listening 
very carefully to even casual questions, and 
replying with well-organized, articulate 
thoughts. 

"My understanding of people, my analyti
cal ability, and my ability to cope with com
plex pressures, have helped me achieve 
whatever I've achieved," he summarizes 
succintly. "The management of an institu
tion requires you to develop an understand
ing of what can motivate people, what can 
turn them on. You need to judge people so 
you put them in spots where they succeed 
for the company and are fulfilled for 
themselves." 

The second component of his success, 
analytical skills or "sorting out what's 
important and what is not important," were 
"well developed here at Rice," he says. 
The third skill in his management technique 
was only developed over years on the job. 
"I've learned to cope with problems that 
can't be resolved instantly and multiple 
advocacies that don't converge- at the same 
answer. I've learned to deal with ambigu
ity." Aside from his own abilities, Kiesch
nick thoughtfully adds, "I have also been 
associated with several very illustrious role 
models." 

"Good corporate citizenship," a philoso
phy established by his predecessor at Arco, 
is a major concern for Kieschnick. "We're 
in a society that holds its institutions 
accountable, especially the large ones. And 
I think that most of our businesses are 
engaged in socially useful enterprises. I feel 

SALLYPORT-JUNE 1981 

LOOKING OUT FOR N2 12 
BY NANCY DALY 

like I am. I'm in an energy company and the 
first thing we can do is deliver the goods, 
to find energy at the lowest possible price 
and deliver it, and to succeed financially as 
a company so that our investors are not be
trayed by our sloppy financial performance. 

"But I don't think its stops there. A cor
poration is a citizen of many communities 
by our presence and we ought to behave as 
good citizens," he expounds. At Arco, good 
citizenship can take the form of joining 
hispanic job programs in the company's 
home city of Los Angeles, helping a small 
town adjust if the company removes a lot of 
jobs from an area, or talking with environ
mental groups, according to Kieschnick's 
scenarios. 

"Anybody who has refineries and chemi
cal plants puts out some pollution," he can
didly admits. "We're responsible to talk 
about the trade-offs and what levels of 

cleanup are appropriate." Communicating 
with the media, he adds, is another corpo
rate responsibility. Unlike many corporate 
leaders, Kieschnick doesn't mind speaking 
to the press. However, he believes that 
both the press and business leaders bear 
some responsibility for the climate of partial 
distrust that exists between them. 

Good citizenship is expected of individu
als at Arco as well as the company as a 
whole. Kieschnick's own sixty-hour work 
week includes serving on The White House 
Advisory Committee on Aging, fundraising 
for the United Way, and most recently, 
serving on Rice's board of governors. 

"We' re in a society that holds its 
institutions accountable, espe
cially the large ones. " 

T 
o impress Kieschnick, a manager at 
Arco should "promote creativity and 
understand the creative process, 
identify and give adequate attention 

to those big decisions that count, and show 
a high respect for people as individuals and 
not as cogs in a machine." 

Producing creative results, which Kiesch
nick says "you might call entrepreneurial 
behaviour," is particularly important in a 
large institution "because the dynamics of 
the institution. tend to dampen creativity. 

You have a lot of people in different subcul
tures in the institution that tend to want to 
compromise. 

"You have to have something called cre
ative tension," he continues. "You can't 
indulge yourself in the luxury of yes people. 
Contrary to popular myth, one of the man
agement processes that is widely practiced 
is to debate and test and have alternate 
scenarios and bring in to the table the dif
ferent insights and points of view and even 
the different analyses before you fashion a 
decision or a course of action." 

Arco is not, he explains, a democracy, 
however. Not all of the company's 53,000 
employees are allowed in on the debating 
process. Only about 1,000 people who 
"form the bundle of professional and man
agement leadership" make the big deci
sions. You can influence all 53,000, though, 
through the "corporate culture" or the val-

ues, habits, and operating style established 
by the company's leadership, he adds. 

"Everyone in the company has a turf," he 
continues, "an area of activity in which he 
or she can make a difference. So, whether 
it is the operator of a process still, a 
research director, or a new chemical engi
neer out of Rice, that person has a turf and 
that's where the individual starts." 

Along with creativity, he demands refined 
decision-making skills in his managers. "The 
little rule of thumb I like is 20 percent of 
your decisions bring 80 percent of your 
results, and 80 percent of your decisions 
bring 20 percent of your results. The uni
verse of phone calls and letters and people 
out to sell something constitute pressure on 
managers. If they just allocate themselves 
equally to everything they will undernourish 
the big decisions and they'll overwork all 
the little decisions. So I like for them to 
develop some sense of discrimination, to 
find out what matters will really make a big 
difference and then discipline themselves to 
participate in shaping those decisions." 

Managing so many employees will always 
pose problems but Arco's basic business, 
energy, is good right now. If the company's 
position as twelfth in the nation in assets 
doesn't impress you, Kieschnick offers the 
statistic of a 27 percent return on equity 
last year. The first quarter of this year, a 

transition time, he explains, that figure 
sagged down to 18 or 19 percent return. 
Since the price of oil is up, "Arco is explor
ing like crazy for gas and crude oil," 
he says. They are also acquiring coal 
properties. 

In a word of cheer for the consumer, he 
adds that he doesn't expect the price of oil 
to rise very steeply this year. "Our country 
kept the price of energy low, and ever 
since about 1960 they kept it below its 
replacement costs. So our country over
consumed, and under-replaced and eventu
ally over-imported. In a world situation in 
which OPEC had such an extraordinarily 
large share of the world business they were 
able, acting more in parallel self-interest 
than in a cartel, to raise the price in a very 
short period of time from 1973 to 1981 by a 
factor of let's say four in real terms. But 
now the price is bending over because 
there is price-demand elasticity. Our sys
tem is learning to be a lot more efficient so 
the demand per unit is going down. Our 
imports in this country are probably going 
to fall to a lot lower than we thought by the 
early nineties." 

"Twenty percent of your deci
sions bring 80 percent of your 
results." 

Adjusting the company's mentality to this 
new situation is what Kieschnick sees as his 
main challenge. Specifically, he explains, 
"synthetics are going to be later rather than 
sooner because conservation efficiency has 
given us some time. Secondly, the price
supply elasticity for natural gas is greater 
than we might have thought. So more natu
ral gas may be discovered than we used to 
think. 

"The forecast used to be that we'd be 
importing about twelve million barrels of oil 
a day by the early nineties. That was scary 
because our dollar was already messed up. 
Well our perceived demand in the future is 
coming down and our perceived US supply 
is going up so now the perception is that by 
the early nineties we shall only import six 
million barrels a day. Rather than producing 
eight million barrels a day of gasoline like 
we did a few years ago, we could be down, 
if you want a dramatic number, to half that 
by the early nineties." Arco is closing down 
some of its refining capacity in response to 
conservation. 

Along with increased exploration for trad
itional sources of fuel, "we have a very 
aggressive program in solar," he says 
enthusiastically. Though Kieschnick likes to 
think that Arco's solar system is one of the 
best ones going, he admits that it needs 
another research breakthrough before it can 
compete financially with standard electric 
power on the giid in this country. 

"We're using a classical well-known tech
nique of slicing a silicon crystal into wafers, 
and putting them into a system so that 
when sunlight hits them electricity flows 
out." At about $8 a watt, this form of pow
er is being sold to provide the power for a 
remote village or an offshore oil platform. 
"Our goal is a buck a watt in the late 
eighties," he says. "That will put it in com
petition with the electrical grid. You can 
imagine a house or a building with a photo
voltaic system on the roof and if it produces 
more power than a house or business needs 
at the moment then it will sell power to the 
grid, and if it produces less it will pull sup
plementary power off the grid." 

As he launches into a discussion of the 
finer points of solar technology, a glimmer 
of the old research engineer peeks through 
his corporate polish. The responsibilities of 
negotiating Arco through a period of rapid 
change and new challenge have not stolen 
the adventure from the energy business for 
William Kieschnick. 



I 
t's not difficult to understand how S. 
I. Morris '35 built his architectural 
practice into one of the largest in 
Houston. He has nearly perfected 

that brand of country charm that's popular 
in southern cities. His boyish smile, his 
humorous stories, in which he pokes just a 
little bit of fun at himself, his pragmatism, 
and his willing hand when civic work needs 
to be accomplished have won him friends, 
and lots of architectural work. 

The principal in Morris/Aubry Archi
tects was recently honored as a distin
guished alumnus by the Association of 
Rice Alumni_ He is a member of Rice's 
board of governors, and he will serve as 
vice-chairman of the Rice University Fund 
Council during the 1981-82 academic year. 

According to Morris his entry into archi
tecture was almost accidental. "My grades 
in high school weren't the kind that people 
would get too excited about. When I came 
to Rice the registrar looked at me and 
decided that he was just going to fill out a 
hole that he had in his program rather than 
worry about me." The only opening that 
Registrar McCann had was in architec
ture, so Morris began architectural 
training. 

Later, he recalls, a teacher who was 
assisting him with a drawing said, '"You 
really aren't very good.' Then he asked 
what business my father was in. When I 
said he was a grocer, the guy said maybe I 
ought to join my father in that type of 
work." 

Whatever his failings as a student, Mor
ris worked only briefly for a builder before 
he had enough work to form an architec
tural partnership with Talbott Wilson '34. 
"In a place like Houston, there's lots to do. 
Gosh, anybody can make a success out of 
being in the building business," he 
explains happily. 

"I've been sort of a market 
guy and an operating guy, 
everything other than a 
designer. " 

The young firm's first project was the 
Parklane Apartments on Hermann Drive. 
They made $200 profit on it which was 
enough to get them started. They then 
began designing and building homes for 
Private individuals in River Oaks in what 
Morris calls "Texas ranch style, or Mon
terey-type houses." 

Perhaps remembering the lukewarm 
reception his drawing received in architec
ture school, Morris has never been the 
designer in any of his firms. "I've always 
been only a manager," he says with no 
regrets. "I've been sort of a market guy, 
and an operating guy, everything other 
than a designer." 

In fact, foe financial success and growth 
of Morris's firm may be the result of his 
business-like approach. "Most of the guys 
that I've been connected with have been 
designers, or much more interested in that 
than in the mundane problems of keeping 
the door open. I've found that I can relate 
to that and they can relate to me, so we get 
along pretty well," he explains easily. 

World War II intervened in the growing 
Wilson & Morris practice. Once again hap
penstance directed Morris in an unlikely 
direction. "Being a non-academic graduate 
of Rice, the Navy assumed I was an engi
neer. They put me through an engineering 
course and I spent a couple of years in 
Washington. In case there was a blitz on 
Washington, we were trained to defuse 
Unexploded bombs. Of course they didn't 
drop any bombs on Washington, so I 
became an ordnance officer.'' 

The Navy then sent Morris to China. It 
is easy to envision him in his role as "a sort 
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of chamber of commerce trying to keep the 
Chinese people from giving up to the Japa
nese.'' It is a little more difficult to think of 
the genial architect "training the Chinese 
in spy work. We were not exactly cloak 
and dagger," he says modestly, "but we 
were officers of strategic services." 

Teaching them to throw hand granades 
was "the tough part,". he adds. By the end 
of the war, Morris, who had never served 
on a ship, had attained the rank of com
mander in the Navy. The grateful Chinese 
bestowed the Order of Cloud and Banner 
on him, and he received a Legion of Merit 
decoration from the U.S. government. 

Wilson & Morris resumed work after 
the war and soon added partners B. W. 
Crain, Jr. and Ralph Anderson '43. Begin
ning with the interior of the Houston Club 
and then a new building for the Houston 
Country Club, they moved to larger proj-

ects "We met a lot of people through those 
jobs and that sort of introduced us to an 
awful lot of business,'' Morris says. 

In 1972 he formed his own firm, S. I. 
Morris Associates. "I wanted to expand 
and bring young people into the group. 
Although the other guys (at Wilson, Mor
ris, Crain & Anderson) didn't oppose that, 
I was more aggressive about it, so we just 
separated," he explains. He then built his 
firm into one of the largest in town. In 
1980, the firm was renamed Morris/Aubry 
Architects, "to reflect the increasing role 
of the firm's major designer Eugene 
Aubry." It now has about 200 employees 
and over $700 million worth of projects. 

"The history of this town has 
been that Houston is a very 
cooperative kind of place. If 
you show your interest in civic 
affairs, why it will return to 
you in your business. " 

M
orris's greatest strength may 
be his wealth of personal con
nections. He knows and is 
known by almost everyone in 

town. The long list of his civic commit
ments suggests an explanation. He has 

been president of the local chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects, a mem
ber of the board of trustees of the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Houston, an officer of the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce, and a 
board member of many other cultural and 
civic organizations. 

Those activities are almost like part of 
the job for Morris. "You see, I have plenty 
of time. Everybody else does all the work. 
I'm just sort of a guy that answers the tele
phone and if there is a problem, then I'm 
supposed to solve it. Everybody else gets 
the credit and that's the way it ought to 
be," he explains. "The history of this town 
has been that Houston is a very coopera
tive kind of place. If you show your interest 
in civic affairs, why it will return to you in 
your business,'' he admits with a smile. 

Morris admires the work of the late Mies 
van der Rohe, the architect who designed 

the new wing of the Houston Museum of 
Fine Arts. "He was a very honest, pure 
guy," Morris says. "It's hard to find a con
temporary guy that has a path that's easy 
to follow. Architecture is in a tremendous 
state of change right now." 

Speaking of the internationally-known 
architect who designed the recent addition 
to Anderson Hall at Rice, he elaborates, 
"Sterling is going through all kinds of 
experiences, but I think what he did at 
Rice was admirable. I like Richard Rogers, 
who built the Beaubourg in Paris. He's a 
bright guy. Of the Americans, I guess the 
one I think is the most inventive is an engi
neer. His name is Fazlur Khan. He is part 
of the Skidmore Owings & Merrill group in 
Chicago." 

Morris's office reflects his Miesian lean
ings. One wall is glass overlooking a small 
garden patio. The furniture is minimal. A 
glass table in the center of the room serves 
as his desk. Several well chosen photo
graphs and an abstract oil painting hang on 
the white walls. There is no clutter other 
than the new high-tech German electric 
razor that he is playing with, having just 
received it in the mail. 

The Morris/Aubry design of the Alfred 
C. Glassell, Jr. School of Art also deliber
ately reflects Mies van der Rohe's style in 
response to its neighbor, the Museum of 
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Fine Arts. Other work by the firm reflects 
more eclectic influences. Their buildings 
range from the massive Houston Public 
Library to the highrise pyramid for Allied 
Chemical, and the renovation of the more 
delicate Spanish Renaissance Julia Ideson 
Building downtown. 

"What we try to do is to be 
sure we undersmnd what the 
client wants. We try to give 
him what he's after, rather 
than trying to create a style 
that would suit us and identi-
.f;, ,, 
1Y us. 

"What we try to do is to be sure we 
understand what the client wants. We try 
to give him what he's after, rather than 
trying to ·create a style that would suit us 
and identify us. I think if you look at our 
work, you'll see that is has considerable 
variety," Morris explains_ "I guess what 
we're saying is that our egos don't have to 
be satisfied if we can satisfy our custom
ers. However, I think that we're mighty 
proud of some of the things that we've 
done to satisfy some of our customers," he 
continues. 

Morris's firm has often worked as local 
architects in conjuction with notable 
national firms, including the Pennzoil 
building with Philip Johnson and John 
Burgee. "As knowledgeable as any firm is, 
they can learn from that kind of relation
ship," he says. Recently, most of their 
work has called for their own design, and 
that situation is more satisfying, he admits. 

Although about 75 to 80 percent of their 
work is in Houston, their reputation is 
spreading in the region, Morris believes. 
"As a result of working with people like 
Jerry Hines and John Hansen, we have 
become more oriented toward developer 
office building/cooperatives than some of 
the other things architects do," he adds. 

Though Morris cautions that he is not 
"an Ada Louise Huxtable," referring to 
the architectural critic for The New York 
Times, he is concerned about Houston's 
architectural growth. "We've got some 
damn good architecture here. Some of the 
best of it is the best in America. But I wor
ry a little bit, Houston being the sort of 
frontier area that it is in architecture, that 
as client needs change we're going to wipe 
out our buildings and start over again. You 
don't get any feeling of reverence or 
respect for anything. Of course that's fine 
for the.architect, he just keeps building on 
the same site. 

"I'm not in favor of zoning," he contin
ues, "but I do admit that without zoning, 
obsolescence and demolishing of buildings 
are pretty tough.'' Morris does see hope that 
the tax benefits for restoring historical 
buildings may save those that are architec
turally worthy. 

At age sixty-six, he does not plan to sig
nificantly enlarge his firm. That decision, 
he says, will be up to the younger partners. 
However, he responds with an emphatic 
"hell no" when asked if he has accom
plished his personal goals. "The biggest 
thing I plan to do now is the Buffalo Bayou 
transformation. We're going to put an 
island down at the foot of Main Street and 
create a San Antonio-type river walk." He 
waxes enthusiastic as he launches into this 
description of what he estimates may be a 
ten-year project. 

Though the plans are only in the "hope
ful" stage now, Morris is, in his relaxed 
fashion, already working on it with "the 
city, the county, the Chamber of Com
merce, the flood control people. You 
know," he explains, "everybody in the 
world.'' 
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Infiltrate Business 
Earlier this year Rice received a $750,000 
grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foun
dation to promote the study of humanities 
and offer new opportunities for profession
al growth to faculty members in that area. 
More recently the university received an 
additional $75,000 grant from the Mellon 
Foundation to promote links between busi
ness and humanities majors and graduates. 

With the most recent grant, Allen J. 
Matusow, the incoming dean of humani
ties, hired Robert P. Molder to coordinate 
a program which will include internships 
with business for humanities majors, an 
effort to stimulate corporate recruiting of 
humanities graduates, and a five-week 
summer institute on business for those 
students. 

In late August the program will begin 
with a workshop on resume writing and 
interviewing for seniors. Molder, a former 
director of public affairs for the Petroleum 
Equipment Suppliers Association, will 
take those resumes with him on a tour of 
Houston companies. 

Business participation will also be invit
ed through the student internship pro
gram. Companies will be asked to give a 
student intern on-the-job experience for 
about eight hours a week. The students 
will also receive academic credit for the 
time spent in their internships. This por
tion of the program will be supervised by 
George Grenias of the Jones Graduate 
School of Administration. 

The business training institute for 
humanities students will also be conducted 
by the Jones School. It will be open to 
seniors right after graduation. The inten
sive five-week program will include infor
mation on marketing, · management, com
puter applications, corporate strategy, and 
other aspects of modem business. "It is 
not a mini-MBA program," says Molder. 
"It is an integrated course of study which 
we feel will give the student a better under
standing of business, instead of giving him 
or her one week in accounting, one week in 
marketing, and so forth." 

The concept of introducing Houston 
business and humanities graduates to one 
another was inaugurated to stop the flow of 
students away from majors in the humani
ties - such as history, languages, English, 
and art. Perceiving a lack of job opportuni
ties after having studied such subjects, stu
dents have been enrolling in more narrow
ly defined, job related areas of study. 

"We think Rice graduates can really 
contribute something to the business com
munity. Businesses don't need only Rice 
engineers or geologists,'' Molder explains, 
"but humanities majors with the business 
skills of communication, problem solving, 
and the ability to analyze." 

In selecting companies to host the 
interns, Molder says, "we know that there 
are many Rice alumni who will be sympa
thetic to this program and we hope they 
will be able to help us." 

·MOB Goes 
On Record 

At last, the "Rice Fight Song" is available 
for you to listen to, not only at the football 
games, but at your leisure too. The March
ing Owl Band (MOB) has finally recorded 
its first record. Other traditional tunes 
such as "Rice's Honor" and "Put On Your 
Grey Bonnet" along with favorites from 
the 1980 football season are included in the 
new MOB record. Special selections of the 
Rice University Jazz Ensemble were also 
recorded on this album. The records are on 
sale for $5.00 at the Rice Campus Store or 
in the Band Hall. 

Reagan Rewrites History 
It took Francis Loewenheim's well trained 
historial ear to notice President Ronald 
Reagan's ad hoc revision of history earlier 
this year. 

Like many other Americans, Loewen
heim, a professor of history at Rice since 
1959, was watching an hour-long CBS tele
vision interview by Walter Cronkite with 
the new president on March 3, 1981. 

Reagan, Loewenheim subsequently 
wrote in article which appeared in The 
New York Times and The Houston Chroni
cle on March 23, was "discussing the 
urgent need to deal effectively with the 
continued dangerous spread of Soviet 
subversion and expansion." 

Drawing a parallel with a situation and 
presidential response that he recollected 
from his twenties, Reagan said, "Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt made a speech in Chica
go at the dedication of a bridge over the 
Chicago River. In that speech, he called on 
the free world to quarantine Nazi Germa
ny, to stop all communication, all trade, all 
relations with them until they gave up that 
militaristic course and agreed to join with 
free nations of the world in search for 
peace,'' according to Loewenheim' s 
report. 

Reagan then suggested that World War 
II might never have taken place if we had 
followed Roosevelt's advice. 

Loewenheim heard this account with 
more than a little surprise. As a co-editor of 
the book Roosevelt and Churchill: Their 
Secret Wartime Correspondence, and a 
member of the historical division of the 
State Department during the Eisenhower 
administration, Loewenheim has studied 
the Roosevelt administration thoroughly. 
Yet, Reagan's quotation was not one he 
had ever heard before. 

In keeping with his impressive record of 
original scholarly research, he immediate
ly started searching for the unfamiliar quo
tation. "President Roosevelt, in fact, never 
made any such proposal," he concluded. 

"Mr. Roosevelt did deliver an address at 
a Chicago bridge dedication, and in the 
most famous passage of that speech 
declared: 

"It seems to be unfortunately true that 
the epidemic of world lawlessness is 
spreading. 

"When an epidemic of physical disease 
starts to spread, the community approves 
and joins in a quarantine of the patients in 
order to protect the health of the communi
ty against the spread of the disease." 

Not only did Reagan have the year of the 
speech wrong - it was October 5, 1937 not 
1938, but "Mr. Roosevelt's target, almost 
certainly, was imperial Japan, which had 
renewed its brutal attack on Chiang Kai-

Francis Loewenheim 

shek's China in recent months," Loewen
heim believes. 

"President Roosevelt never remotely 
considered a plan to quarantine Nazi Ger
many, or anything of the kind, never dis
cussed it with any of his associates, or 
instructed the State, War, and Navy 
Departments to prepare plans for such a 
contingency," Loewenheim asserts. 

In an off-the-record news conference 
which took place the morning after his Chi
cago address although it was not published 
until December 1941, Roosevelt indicated 
that the speech itself was all the action he 
was planning, Loewenheim also revealed. 

Reagan spoke of a scenario in which 
Roosevelt was attacked for having made 
his suggestion of quarantine. Loewen
heim, however, wrote that "Public and 
political reaction to Mr. Roosevelt's 
address was anything but unfavorable." 

This episode is not the first time that 
Loewenheim has set the record straight. In 
October 1979, he revealed his discovery of 
transcripts of secretly taped Oval Office 
conversations under the administration of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The fact that some conversations had 
been taped by the president had previously 
been denied. Loewenheim gathered his 
information from the files in the Eisenhow
er Library in Abilene, Kansas that were 
only opened in the mid-1970s. 

In August of last year, Loewenheim also 
disclosed in an article he wrote for The 
Houston Chronicle that President Harry 
Truman twice considered the possibility of 
using the threat of nuclear war against 
Communist China and the Soviet Union. 

"He considered the threat as a means to 
end the Korean war, force the Soviet 
Union to free Eastern European satellites 
and stop worldwide communist aggres
sion," Loewenheim wrote. 

He found Truman's thoughts recorded 
in two handwritten memoranda, which 
were apparently supposed to be private. 
They were dated January 27 and May 18, 
1952. 

Loewenheim' s method for turning up 
such previously unreported historical 
material is painstaking research at the 
presidential libraries. 

"I found those memoranda in boxes that 
I had already looked through many, many 
times. But those particular entries hadn't 
been in the boxes before. They keep add
ing things to the files , so you have to keep 
going through the same files," he explains. 

He is presently writing a two-volume 
book on Truman-Eisenhower foreign poli
cy. The first on Truman is scheduled to be 
published by MacMillan. The second on 
Eisenhower is to be published by New 
York Times Books. 

Outstanding 
Faculty Recognized 
Allen J. Matusow, historian and dean-des
ignate of humanities, is this year's winner 
of the $4,000 George R. Brown Prize for 
Excellency in Teaching. A faculty member 
since 1963, Matusow won the same award 
in 1973 and Brown Awards for Superior 
Teaching in 1969, 1970 and 1975. He also 
won the 1979 Nicholas Salgo Distin
guished Teacher Award and last year was 
named a Piper Professor for his outstand
ing teaching. The teaching awards are giv
en on basis of an election by recent alumni. 

Six other faculty members won Brown 
Superior Teaching Awards: F. Barry 
Dunning of space physics and astronomy, 
who came to Rice in 1972; J. Dennis Hus
ton of English, a previous Brown Award 
winner and a faculty member since 1969; 
Stephen L. Klineberg of sociology, who 
joined the faculty in 1972; Jeffrey G. 
Kurtzman of the Shepherd School of 
Music, who came here in 1975; Ronald L. 
Sass of biology, a winner of several Brown 
Awards and a faculty member since 1958; 
and William L. Wilson Jr. of electrical 
engineering, also a previous Brown winner 
and faculty member since 1972. These 
awards include $1,000 to each winner. 

Richard E. Schuberth, a faculty member 
since 1977, is this year's winner of the 
Nicholas Salgo Distinguished Teacher 
Award, which carries with it a $1500 prize. 
Current junior and senior students select 
the Salgo winner. 

The Student Association Mentor Recog
nition Award went to the late Professor 
John E. Parish. Parish had been a resi
dent associate at Wiess College for over 
twenty-three years before his death last 
September. 

Blind Senior 
Honored 

President Reagan presented Rice's gradu
ating senior, William Gibson, a $1,000 
Scholastic Achievement Award from 
Recording for the Blind. The national vol
untary organization gives awards annually 
to exceptional blind students complet
ing higher education in preparation to 
lead independent lives. The 1981 Scho
lastic Achievement Awards have been 
made possible by a grant from the IBM 
Corporation. 

One of the three 1981 winners, William 
"Pete" Gibson, 22, blind since birth, 
received a bachelor of arts degree in man
agerial studies from Rice, and is planning 
a career in computer programming. 

Along with the $1,000 Scholastic 
Achievement Award, Gibson was also a 
national merit semi-finalist in 1976, and he 
received the Texas Association of Work
ers for the Blind's Achievement Award 
presented to the most outstanding blind 
student in Texas. 

Gibson concentrated on foreign lan
guages in high school, and became fluent 
in French, scoring a perfect 800 on the Col
lege Board French Achievement Test. 
Commenting on his accomplishments he 
says, "Fluency in French and Spanish cou
pled with business and math courses I have 
taken in Rice's Managerial Studies Pro
gram, has prepared me for a possible 
career in international business. " 

He is well known at Rice for his partici
pation in extracurricular activities. As a 
member of the Rice chess team, he com
peted in the Pan-Am Intercollegiate tour
nament held in St. Louis, Missouri. He 
enjoys swimming and was on an intramur
al swim team. 
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Commencement 
Held Indoors 

Despite all the hopes and prayers, heavy 
rain poured down on commencement day, 
May 9, forcing the prospective use of the 
east lawn of Lovett Hall to be abandoned. 
All the graduating students, with caps and 
gowns flying, rushed from traffic jammed 
cars or under umbrellas into the muggy 
Autry Court, where the crowd was thick. 
Not withstanding the inconvenience, the 
two and a half hour ceremony went well, 
with President Hackerman handing over 
903 diplomas. 

Out of the 903 degrees a total of 437 
bachelor of arts degrees were given to 
architecture, humanities, social science 
and science majors. 

Bachelor of science degrees from engi
neering departments were awarded to 35 
chemical engineering majors, 20 civil engi
neering majors, 65 electrical engineering 
majors, 7 materials science majors, and 32 
mechanical engineering students. 

Thirteen bachelor of architecture, 2 
bachelor of fine arts, and 15 bachelor of 
music degrees were also awarded. 

At the graduate level, 277 degrees were 
awarded, including 75 Ph.D's. 

Hackerman 
Examines 

Higher Education 
Norman Hackerman, president of the uni
versity, was chosen as a member of a new
ly created Governor's Task Force on High
er Education. The task force is strictly 
advisory, but will look for ways to plan the 
future of state's higher education systems 
in view of an expected 15 percent drop in 
enrollment in the next ten years and an 
anticipated decline in federal support. 
Governor Bill Clements said the group's 
recommendations will be translated into 
proposed legislation, and are expected to 
be final within a year. 

He was also the principal speaker for the 
McMurry College spring commencement. 
McMurry College is located in Abilene, 
Texas, and conferred 128 degrees. 

Old friends team up for final revels 

Summer 
Sports News 

FOOTBALL 

As the fortunes of the football team rise, so 
does the enthusiasm of its supporters. 
When the Fightin' Owls face off against 
the University of Texas Longhorns on Sep
tember 12 in Austin busloads of their fans 
will be in the stands. 

For a $5 fee alumni can join the students 
on the buses. You supply your own tickets 
to the game. 

Doug Gardner, the junior who is organiz
ing the expedition, hopes to fill ten to fif
teen buses. According to him, bus tickets 
include all the free beer you can drink. 

In Austin the group on the road trip will 
join Austin area alumni for a picnic box 
supper at the University of Texas before 
the game. 

Call the alumni office for more informa
tion or bus tickets at 527-4057. 

Lamont Jefferson '81, a linebacker who 
won the Bob Quin Medal for being the best 
all-around male senior athlete at Rice, also 
received The Wall Street Journal Student 
Achievement Award. 

The political science major will be 
attending the University of Texas Law 
School in the fall. He is also a co-winner of 
the R-Association scholarship, which will 
pay $750 toward his graduate work. 

Sweeping the honors in both athletic and 
academic areas this year, he was named to 
the Academic All-America first team. His 
Wall Street Journal award includes a silver 
medal and a year's subscription to The 
Wall Street journal to get him off to a good 
start in law school. 

Earl Cooper, a star of the 1980 football 
team, also deserves academic kudos. 
Drafted by the San Francisco Forty- . 
Niners, he left Rice two courses short of 
graduation. After a good rookie season, he 
returned this spring semester, finished his 
course work, and was graduated with the 
class of '81. 

Athletic Prowess 
Reported 

Track star Fred Stancliff '26, winner of the 
Southern Olympic trials in the discus in 
1926, was the subject of Joyce Pounds 
Hardy's winning essay for the atheltic 
success story contest. The contest was 
sponsored by John and Elsa Schneider 
Holland in order to improve Rice's athletic 
reputation. 

Hardy '45, a longtime Rice athletic 
booster, called her essay "A Quarter Tum 
More." She won $1000 for the first place 
essay. 

Football provided the subject matter for 
the second and third place winners. James 
Greenwood III '58 won the $700 second 
place prize for his essay entitled "Rice 
Spirit." It describes the 1957 Rice game 
against Texas A&M. 

Patsy Stroud received the third place 
prize of $300 for "It's Only a Game." Her 
essay was about her husband Jim Stroud 
'61. He played center when Coach Ray 
Alborn was a tackle. 

Positive Message 
forRUFC 

When the Rice University Fund Council 
met this spring Pat Moore '52 was chosen 
to succeed Helen Saba Worden '38 as 
chairman of the university's major volun
teer fundraising group. 

S. I. Morris '35 will serve as vice chair
man. Ben Hayton '45 will head up the 
annual fund drive for 1981-82 and Jim Har
grove '43 will assist in that effort. 

"In ten years you have produced an 
amount of money that doubled the endow
ment," William W. Akers, vice president 
for administration, told the group "In 1971 
there were no faculty raises. In 1981 facul
ty salary raises average 13 percent." But, 
he cautioned, "state schools are now very 
effectively going after private and corpo· 
rate donors." • 

Stephen Fox '72, author of the book The 
General Plan of the William M. Rice Insti
tute and Its Architectural Development, 
spoke to the group about the architectural 
history of the university. They then took a 
tour of the new wing of Anderson Hall. 

Rice Club News 
AUSTIN 

Kathleen Bailey Davis '69, president of 
Austin's Rice Club, joined a panel of alum
ni volunteers at the regional meeting of the 
Council for the Advancement and-Stipi}ort: 
of Education in April. CASE, as it is called, 
is a national lobbying and support group 
for institutions of higher education. 

Davis discussed her expectations in 
working with the alumni office staff. 

She also wrote to describe the Austin 
groups' latest activity - the "Come as you 
did to your favorite Rice party" party: 

"A rainy, gray weekend cleared off just 
in time to make the twilight view of Austin 
from Zilker Clubhouse thoroughly splen
did for that stalwart core of Rice alumni 
who turned out for the party on Sunday, 
May 3. 

"Costumes included one beany, numer
ous football jerseys, a couple of long gowns 
- and the inevitable mattress! Classes 
represented ranged from '32 to '83. 

"This was the club's third major activi
ty. Upcoming events include a July picnic 
and business meeting at Westlake Beach 
on Lake Austin for alumni and their fami
lies, a congratulations party for Rice area 
freshmen and their parents, a Rice alumni/ 
student box supper before the Rice-UT 
football game September 12, and a work
shop on alumni participation in admissions 
in October. 

Simons Fund 
Established 

A group of Verne Simons' former students 
are establishing a memorial scholarship in 
his honor. Simons, a professor of account
ing at Rice for forty years from 1929-69, 
died on May 24 at age eighty." 

Well liked by his students, Simons was 
often called "Mr. Accounting." William S. 
Mackey, Jr. '43, Lawrence J. O'Connor, 
Jr. '36, Walter S. Baker, Jr. '53, A. Burke 
Haymes '37, Richard L. Thomas '53, and 
Robert J. Cruikshank '51 have formed a 
steering committee to seek gifts from his 
former students to establish the scholar
ship. It will be given to a student in 
accounting. 

Contributions may be sent to the V eme 
F. Simons Fund, in care of the Develop
ment Office, Rice University, P.O. Box 
1892, Houston, Texas 77001. 

Pat Moore '52 ( r.) is assuming the chairmanship of the Rice University Fund Council. 
S. I. Morris '35 will assist as vice chairman. 
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NEWS & NOTICES 

David L. Rooke '48 

Executives 
Join Board 

Three Rice alumni, who hold top executive 
positions in major American corporations 
are beginning four-year terms on the uni
versity's board of governors. The three 
men have each spent their entire careers 
with the companies they now head, all 
starting as production engineers, with BS 
degrees in chemical engineering. 

David L. Rooke '48, president of Dow 

William F. Kieschnick '47 

Chemical USA and vice-president of Dow 
International, is returning to the board for 
a full term, after filling the unexpired term 
of Edward W. Kelley, Jr. '54, who became 
a trustee. He was cited by the Rice Engi
neering Alumni as the 1979 Outstanding 
Engineering Alumnus. 
· William F. Kieschnick '4 7, president 

and chief operating officer of Atlantic 
Richfield was also appointed to a four-year 
term. He is replacing John L. Cox '45 of 
Midland, Texas. Kieschnick was named a 
vice chairman of Arco in 1978 and has 
since directed all operating activities. He is 
the recipient of one of the 1981 Distin-

Bob "Drunkin" Duncan '72 welcomed seniors to their new stat~ as alumni with some liquid 
refreshment at the Senior Class Picnic. 

William H McCardell '48 

guished Alumnus awards. 
William H. Mccardell '48 is president of 

Exxon minerals and a vice-president of the 
Exxon parent company. McCardell is 
replacing Karl ten Brink '37, as alumni 
governor. He was elected to fill this slot by 
his fellow alumni. Before his present posi
tion, McCardell was the executive presi
dent of Esso Eastern Inc., Exxon's affiliate 
for the Far East. 

Rice's board of governors has nineteen 
members - seven trustees who may serve 
until age seventy, and twelve governors, 
including four elected by the university's 
alumni. Governors serve staggered terms. 

Giving Clubs Welcome 
New Members 

The Founder's Club and President's Club were 
established in the fall of 1970 as a means of 
bringing together alumni, parents and friends 
who give substantial support for Rice's current 
operations. Membership is on an annual basis 
Guly 1 through the following June 30) and 
includes the individual and his or her spouse. 

First-time Founder's Club members during 
the months of March, April, and May are: 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Wright '28 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard C. Bellamy '30 
Mrs. Robert S. Conly '33 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde W. Hanks, Jr. '36 
Mr. R. L. Parsons '38 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Lawrence '47 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard D. Jeffery '50/' 46 
T. Benson Ford '53 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Mann '55/'59 
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth T. Koonce '60/'60 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Robertson '61 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent E. Augenstein 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Cunningham 
Mr. Louis Lechenger 
Dr. William]. Osher 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert M. Sandler 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Tilden 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. Wendel 
First-time President's Club members 
during March, April, and May are: 
Mr. George D. Francklow '24 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd G. Smith '25 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Sweitzer--/'30 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Rowland Landers '31 
Mrs. Herbert Payne Edmundson '34 
Dr. Laverne L. Carmical '35 
Mr. Edwin T. McClanahan '35 
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Mitchell '35 
Dr. & Mrs. William]. Coppoc '37 
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Tenery '37 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry F. Dunlap '38/'38 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob E. Watt '39/'46 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Young, Jr. '40/'42 
Mrs. Alex W. Gosley '42 
Mr. William F. Wohlt, Jr. '43 
Mr. John W. Smelley, Jr. '44 
Dr. Thomas Hall Obenchain, Jr. '45 
Mr. Herman C. Fenn '49 
Mr. Robert H. Squires '50 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Allen Heidbreder '51 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Laverne Lathrop '52 

Mrs. Patricia A. Quinlan '53 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Umbricht, Jr. --/'53 
Mr. Richard Samuel Barnett '54 
Mr. David Francis Marr '54 
Richard and Joan Floyd '55 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Lyne, Jr. '56 
Dr. and Mrs. Rex Martin '57/'57 
Dr. Henry B. Gilmer, Jr. '58 
Dr. David Stewart McKay & 
Dr. Mary Fae McKay '581'63 
Mrs. W. J. Ruez, III '58 
Mr. William B. Braden, Jr. '59 
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Dawson '59 
Dr. James B. Farrell '59 
Mr. Kenneth W. McKinney '59 
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwood A. Mitchell '59/'59 
Mr. Joseph Coy Christoffel '60 
Mr. Ben A. Lanford, Jr. '61 
Dr. Jimmy G. Melton '62 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Keating '63 
Ms. Kay E. Layne '63 
Mr. Lynwood Thomas Moore '63 
Mr. Edward Brent Eardley '64 
Mr. Brian V. Lattimer & Mrs. JoAnn 
Lattimer '64/'64 
Mr. Yu-Ssu Chen '66 
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Strait '67 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Brown '69 
Mr. ]. Rodney Hill '69 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter I. Karp '69 
Mr. Dale Robert Stemple '69 
Kenneth Paul Lefner '70 
Mr. David C. and Beth Ammerman '71 
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Antoine Bose '71 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Brown '71 
Mr. J. Bryan Williams III '71 
Ms. Julia Marie Bierer '72 
Mr. John H. Eason '72 
Mr. Stephen B. Stokely 
Mr. James Randall Austin '73 
Mrs. Lesley W. Nicholson '73 
Mark R. and Kathleen S. Williamson '73 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 0. Bender '74 
Mr. Joseph T. Parker '74 
Mr. John L. Perkins '74 
Mr. Darryl Glenn Drewett '75 
Dr. Alan and Karen Loftus Zalta '75/'76 
Margit and Paul Inman '76/'77 
Mr. Manuel J. Murillo '76 
Mr. Clifford A. Zaoriskie '76 
Mr. George S. Carr '77 
Mr. Alfred Leon Irving '77 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ferdinand 
Wedelich, III '77/'80 
Miss Amy B. Brechin '78 
Mr. John Bolt Harris '78 
Mr. Thomas C. Spitzfaden '78 
Miss Ann P. Whittaker '79 
Mr. Gerard F. Garcia '79 
Mr. Kirk Michael Kendrick '79 
Greg and Jeri Platt '79 
Miss Sandra Resendez '79 
Mr. David Robert Williams '79 
Miss Kathryn E. Behrens '80 
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert 0. Brehm 
Mr. and Mrs. Horatio Winspear Bums 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Corboy 
Ambassador and Mrs. Robert Foster 
Corrigan, Sr. 
Mrs. J. Rorick Cravens 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Davenport 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Donald 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Elliott 
Mr. and Mrs. Nasser Esphahanian 
Marion Brice Griffey 
Mr. and Mrs. Ervin E. haygood 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale I. Hecox 
Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Hellmuth 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hemphill 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill E. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Kramer 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Lundell 
Judith Ann Lutes 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart G. Masterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. May 
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Percer 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Quoyeser 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl P. Shaw 
Mr. and Mrs. Taneji Shinbu 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold G. Sleeper 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Curtis Tacy 
Mr. and Mrs. Tri D. Truong 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Winter 
Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel W. Wirfel 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Wolf 



Marvyn Hirsch Bell BA '22 was 
recently presented with a $500 named 
grant by the Kerrville Branch of the Amer
ican Association of University Women. 
The grant will be used to further graduate 
study for women in the United States. She 
was a charter member of that group. 
Brooks Leftwich BA '23 writes in to 
tell us that he is in good health at eighty 
and to report on two friends. Glen Cope
land BS '27 is now retired from Texaco 
and living in Houston; Harold Calhoun 
BA '32 an architect, is also living in 
Houston. Knox Banner BA '35 was 
recently honored in the Congressional 
Record following his retirement as execu
tive director of the Office of Business and 
Economic Development for the District of 
Columbia. Banner has directed many 
urban development projects, including an 
urban renewal program in Little Rock, 
Arkansas and a downtown renovation 
project in Washington, D.C. Presently, 
Banner is chairman of Banner Associates, 
Ltd., a consulting and creative writing 
firm. Morgan Sparks 

BA '38 MA '40 
gave the annual 
Frank Bromilow 
Lecture at New Mex
ico State University 
recently. President 
of Sandia Corpora
tion of Albuquer

que, Sparks is also vice president of the 
Western Electric Company, which is a 
Sandia parent organization. Sparks began 
his career as a research chemist with the 
Bell system in 1943, and has since worked 
in many areas of solid state electronics 
research and electronic technology. 

Shirley Mosko
witz BA '41 writes: 
·'After getting my 
master's degree at 
Oberlin College in 
'42, I married an
thropologist Jacob 
Gruber in 1946. We 
raised three children 

- Frank, an entertainment lawyer in Los 
Angeles; Ruth, a foreign correspondent in 
Warsaw, and Sam a grad student in history 
of art at Columbia. I have continued to 
paint and sculpt. I had a retrospective solo 
show at William Penn Memorial Museum 
in Harrisberg, Pa. in 1974. I recently won 
prizes in the 1981 Artists Equity Show in 
Philadelphia, the Regional College Show in 
Newark, Del. in 1979, and Expressions, 
Earth Art III in Philadelphia in 1979." 

D.E. Simmons BS 
'4 7 has been named 
Group Vice Presi
dent for Houston 
Lighting and Power 
Company. He is 
responsible for en
ergy supply, system 
engineering, trans

m1ss10n and distribution, right-of-way 
clearance, and inter-utility affairs. Sim
mons is a recognized authority on electric 
power generation, and is a former chair
man of the Power Group of the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers. 
Al E. Woelfel BS '4 7 MME '78 has 
been named a Fellow of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers. Woelfel, 
senior project development specialist for 
Cameron Iron Works of Houston, is cur
rently directing a group he organized to 
handle design work associated with 
research on high pressure gate valves and 
ancillary equipment. 

1950-1959 
The Elizabeth Baldwin Bridge Club is a 
group of alumni who believe in keeping in 
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touch. Some of them have been playing 
bridge together every other Wednesday 
for the past twenty-five years. Recently a 
group of fifteen members travelled to 
Snow Mask Village for a week of skiing. 
Gay Schneider Beamon '51 was host
ess for the group which included Beverly 
Ward Baker BA '53, Maydelle Exley 
Burkhalter '53, Claire Rettig 
Chamberlain BA '54, Ann Irving 
Craikshank BA '52, Carolyn Doug
las Devine BA '52, Nancy Moore 
Eubank '55, Peggy Holsopple Hea
ton BS '52, Avanelle McDaniel 
Mattingly '52, Beverly Clardy Mer
ritt BA '52, Alice Jan Flack Minatra 
BA '51, Carmen Baubach Womack 
BA '52, Toni Shimeall Watson BA 
'52, and Mary Attwell Worrell BA 
'51. 
James R. Everitt BS '55 has been 
named vice president and general manager 
of the glass fabrication division of Duplate 
Canada, Inc., a partially owned affiliate of 
PPG. He has worked for PPG since he 
graduated from Rice. 

Robert J. Harts
field BA '56 has 
left Mitchell Devel
opment Corporation 
to re-enter private 
practice. He will 
remain on retainer
ship to the Mitchell 
Corp. and consult 

with other clients on planning, develop
ment, and real estate projects. 

Edward J. Davis 
BA '58 BS '59 MS 
'65 Hanszen has 
been named senior 
vice president of Ber
nard Johnson Incor
porated, a Houston 
based architectural 
and engineering 

firm. He has participated in the design of 
such projects as the underground garages 
for Houston's Civic Center and Tranquil
lity Park, and a four-lane toll bridge 
being constructed over the Houston Ship 
Channel. William W. Storey BS '58 
Baker was recently honored with a 
National Aeronautics and Space Adminis
tration Group Achievement Award for his 
participation in the successful develop
ment and launch of the MA GSA T space
craft. Storey is an employee of Vought 
Corporation. Louis Macey BA '59 
Baker announced in April that he will run 
for mayor of Houston again in the Novem
ber election. 

Jim Strange BA 
'59 Will Rice 
began his letter to us 
with "This is a report 
of recent activities by 
the undersigned, 
which are all true, 
but none of which 
shall be found to alter 

the physiognomy of the earth." Strange 
has co-authored a book, Archaeology, the 
Rabbis, and Early Christianity (see April 
'81 SALLYPORT). His letter continues: "I 
spent roughly half of 1980 in Israel on sab
batical from the University of South Flori
da, where I have been teaching for the past 
eight years. My sabbatical project was to 
research the materials excavated at Caper
naum, Nazareth, and Bethany and inter
preted as 'Jewish-Christian' by the excava
tors. In the middle of things I dropped my 
book and joined - for the fifth time - the 
Meiron Excavation Project (again as Asso
ciate Director) to dig the first season in the 
ancient village of Niburayyah, called 
Nabratein today. We unearthed a commu
nity (Jewish) founded in the 2nd century 
B.C. and lived in continually until mid-4th 
century, when the population packed up 
and left one night. Their descendents 
returned about 500 A.D., refounded their 
synagogue, and lived until the Arab inva
sion about 640 A.D., then left for good. 

"Women at Lunch/I" by Diana Parker 1981, oil 30 "x 36''. 

Catching the Action 
Diana Dean Parker '66 paints realistic figures that have been caught 
in the midst of some action. The action may be as calm as two 
women sipping tea and talking in a restaurant, or it may be as vig
orous as a tennis player smashing a serve over the net. 

Her paintings have a quality similar to that found in the work of 
Mary Cassatt in their slightly dream-like interpretation of everyday 
occurrences. 

"Color is very important to me," she explains. It is so powerful 
that it can create any mood, but if it is too powerful, it becomes 
claustrophobic." 

Since she began exhibiting her work in 1976 with a one-woman 
show at the River Oaks Country Club, she has received increasing 
recognition. Pieces of her work reside in private collections around 
the United States; in Acapulco, Mexico; in Curtain Bluff, Antigua; 
and in Rangoon, Burma. Several corporate collections in Houston 
can also boast a Parker. 

Her list of exhibitions is extensive. In 1979 she participated in a 
State Department good will tour through Burma. There she spoke 
to her Burmese artistic counterparts, as well as art academy and 
gallery representatives. 

For the past year and a half the two main themes in her work 
have been "women at lunch," and "the family of individuals in their 
private environment." In the past she has created series on tennis 
players in action and children. 

. "Families, seemingly a dying breed in America, are essential to 
human society. They are bastions of caring in a depersonalized, 
throwaway world," she says. "I feel no sense of 'copping out' from 
the issues of current art themes by painting children laughing in a 
nurturing environment." 

Parker, whose goal is "to tell the truth about life" through her 
work, is developing her emphasis on "the anatomy of the human 
form" and "catching the action." 

Late this spring she exhibited twenty-two oil paintings at the Uni
versity of Houston Downtown Campus. She was also selected for 
American Artists of Renown 1981-1982, a book which is just being 
released. 

Upon my return I had been elevated to full 
professor of religious studies and given the 
transient job of acting chair, as our chair
man was taking his turn furrowing his 
brow on sabbatical. Meanwhile we had 
instituted a new master of arts program in 
religious studies, so I found myself direc
tor of graduate studies - and a great time 
was had by all. To be sure it was a chal
lenge and has been interesting, but I do not 
wish to repeat this pattern again. Mean
while my wife, Carolyn Midkiff 
Strange BA '60 Jones has become 
administrator of a whacking big Baptist 
church in town. She has found this chal
lenging in the extreme, but it has called 
forth talents she did not know were there. 
It seems our children have advanced past 
the status of tender and callow youths, 
even if two of them are quite small. Mary is 
19 and a banker. James is 17 and thinking 
of college. Katherine is 8 and creating 
music. Joanna is 3 and learning more about 
the mysteries of reading and writing. I 
heard from Phil E. Barber BA '59 Will 
Rice who is working in the card catalog of 
the Library of Congress in Washington, 
D.C. He did not say what his wife, Pat 

Tighe Barber BA '61 is doing there. 
Hope this finds Rice well and alive. In 
April I will give the Samuel Robinson lec
tures at Wake Forest University on my 
sabbatical research." 

WilliamM. 
McClain BA '60 
Will Rice was 
recently awarded a 
1981 fellowship from 
the John Simon Gug
genheim Memorial 
Foundation. He will 
use the fellowship to 

continue research in the field of "Theoreti
cal and Experimental Studies in Molecular 
Spectroscopy." McClain, who has been a 
member of the faculty at Wayne State Uni
versity for the past eight years, began 
work on "two-photon spectroscopy" earli
er in his career at Cambridge University 
and the University of California at Berke
ley. In the past he has won several National 
Science Foundation fellowships. 
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Lowell Montgom
ery BA '60 Wiess 
has been named vice 
president of finance 
for Drilco, a division 
of Smith Internation
al, Inc. His responsi
bilities will include 
accounting, financial 

planning and analysis, credit and col
lect ion, and information services. 
Drilco, headquartered in Houston, de
signs, manufactures, markets, and 
services downhole drilling tools and sur
face equipment. Douglas A. Puryear 
BA '60 Hanszen has left private prac
tice of psychology in Baltimore to become 
director of psychological emergency ser
vices and join the faculty of Southwestern 
Medical School in Dallas. He recently pub
lished a book, Helping People in Crises. 
Joseph Lockett BA '61 Hanszen 
writes: "I took command of USS Berkeley 
(DDG15) in San Diego, CA in January and 
am now deployed for a seven month cruise 
in the western Pacific (my assignment to 
Berkeley has a note of irony: I received my 
PhD from Stanford). First mate Sharon 
Atkins Lockett BA '63 Jones and I 
have two sons, ages 12 and 6, and now live 
in Bonita, CA." 
B. Jay Vineyard BS '61 Wiess has 
been named work manager of Kaiser Alu
minum & Chemical Corp's primary alumi
num plant in Tacoma, Washington. The 
average annual employment of the Taco
ma plant is approximately 450 workers. 
John Guillory BA '62 Wiess is carry
ing on the tradition of the Renaissance 
Man in the Washington, D.C. area. After 
five years at the University of Maryland in 
the physics and astronomy department, he 
became deputy director of the theoretical 
physics division at Jaycor. He also main
tains a part-time research position at the 
University of Maryland. His research 
involves analysis of ionizing plasmas and 
their interaction with streams of charged 
particles, as well as mathematical model
ing of some energy/economics problems. 
In addition to an active career in physics 
research, he formed and now directs a 
twelve-member musical group, Musica 
Antiqua, which has performed several 
times each at the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts and at the Washington 
Cathedral. The group is devoted to music 
before 1650. Guillory was recently elected 
president of the Washington Early Music 
Society, and has contributed several arti
cles on early music to its monthly publica
tion. Last summer he served as Early 
Music Coordinator for the Sessioni Senesi 
per la Musica e l'Arte at Siena University 
in Siena, Italy. Known also for his color 
photography, he has exhibited at several 
locations in and around the University of 
Maryland. Navy commander John S. E. 
Jiannas BA '62 Will Rice has recently 
completed nearly one year of training in 
Washington in preparation for his duties as 
the Assistant US Naval Attache to the US 
Embassy in Bonn, Federal Republic of 
Germany. He writes, "In contrast to my 
achievements (or lack thereof) at Rice, I 
completed an intensive twelve week 
course in German at the Foreign Service 
Institute of the Department of State. My 
wife Gabriele, who hails from Wupper
tal (about thirty miles from Bonn), was 
of some help in 'mastering' German, 
and I graduated with a certificate of 
achievement for superior scholastic 
achievement." 

Robert Johnston 
BA '62 BS '63 
Will Rice writes: "I 
am alive and well and 
slowing down in Lit
tle Rock. I recently 
retired from political 
life after eight years 
in the state legisla

ture, and am in the midst of my third year 
as chairman of the department of political 
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science and criminal justice at the Univer
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock. I'm also 
about to enter my fourth year as a father. 
Fatherhood and academia are more enjoy
able and satisfying than politics." James 
Edwin Jones BA '63 Wiess has been 
appointed director of the Family and Mar
riage Clinic at the University of Rochester 
Medical Center. He has worked at the Uni
versity of Rochester for the past five years, 
teaching family therapy and doing 
research and clinical work with families. 
His principal research interest in the role 
of family situations in the incidence of 
schizophrenia. Charles Shanor BA '68 
Baker and Gloria Shanor wrote in to 
announce to the birth of a daughter, Aman
da Ward, on March 9, 1981. Charles is an 
associate professor of law at Emory Uni
versity School of Law and Gloria is practic
ing law with the Atlanta firm of Paul, Hast
ings, Janofsky and Walker. Amanda is 
their first child. Karen Sagstetter BA 
'69 Jones writes: "Since leaving Rice 
I've lived in New York City, Rochester, 
N.Y., and Washington, D.C., where I am 
presently. I've worked as an editor for 
magazine and book publishers, as a high 
school English teacher, as a research ana
lyst for two federal education projects, and 
as a writer. I have an MA in creative writ
ing from State University of New York at 
Buffalo and have published a chapbook of 
poems, Half the Story (1981), and two 
books of nonfiction, Lobbying and Scholas
tic Composition (1978 and 1980). I've tra
veled in Europe and South America and 
would like to do more. Right now, I'm 
enjoying my work as a book editor, For
eign Area Studies, at American University 
in D.C. I also teach creative writing and 
give poetry reading in the area. I'm 
divorced (no children), and spend my lei
sure time camping, backpacking, canoeing 
in the beautiful Shenandoah valley. Over 
the years I've become more and more 
interested in travel and the arts, and the 
job of keeping a sense of humor about poli
tics. I think of Rice days often and would 
like to hear from any old friends." 

Doyle L. Arnold BA '70 Wiess has 
been appointed as executive assistant to 
the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. He 
will be leaving Edgar, Dunn & Conover, 
Inc., a general management consulting 
firm in San Francisco. Susan Barnes 
BA '70 Brown plans to study art in Italy 
for the next two years. She will be leaving 
her studies at NYU's Institute of Fine Arts 
to travel in Italy and put the final touches 
on her PhD. She has been given the Finley 
Award from the National Gallery of Art, 
and will follow her Italy trip with nine 
months study at the National Gallery. Bar
bara Boyan-Salyers BA '70 PhD '75 
Jones has been named associate profes
sor of periodontics and biochemistry at 
The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio. She presently holds 
two grants and a Research Career Devel
opment Award from the National Institute 
of Dental Research. Her research concerns 
the mechanisms by which vital minerals 
including calcium and phosphorous collect 
in the body. "The research is very basic, 

Her Art on Her Sleeve 
Patterns of watercolor brushstrokes that almost flutter into life as 
exotic birds or fish form the signature of artist/clothing designer 
Kathryn Dunlevie Hayes '7 4. 

Several years ago she combined her talents in painting and cloth
ing design to begin producing individual, hand-painted scarves, 
dresses, blouses, camisoles, and kimonos. Working primarily on 
pale silks, she creates a work of art with each new garment. 

"When I was about thirteen I started designing my own clothing," 
she explains. "But it wasn't until the spring of 1977 that I started 
designing clothing to sell." 

She began with cottons, often in small floral prints. She would 
make one pattern several times in different fabrics. Inevitably, she 
tried one of her abstract paintings on fabric and liked the effect. 

The style of her clothing is loose and flowing, with as few buttons 
and zippers as possible. "I think that clothes have to be comfortable 
or you don't enjoy wearing them," the exuberant designer says. 
"For me, they have to be fun, too." Though most of her finished 
products are for women, she has done some hand-painted tee shirts 
for men, and now that she has a new baby, some baby clothing. 

Elegance is another quality that Hayes seeks, even in her most 
casual pieces. "I spent my junior year at Rice studying in France. I 
think that refined my interest in clothing. In Paris, there were thou
sands of people trying to dress imaginatively without departing from 
the norm. Their range of styles was very much narrower than 
that in the US but very sophisticated. It was fun, but I missed the 
hippie costumes in the US." More recently, a year spent in Spain 
with her husband Robert Hayes '74, a civil engineer, added another 
European influence to her style. 

Though she has always been interested in costumes and high 
fashion, Hayes says, when she came to Rice "like everybody else I 
brought a whole bunch of dresses from home and mostly ended up 
wearing blue jeans." 

Now she can usually be found wearing one of her own garments. 
The styles are, not unnaturally, beautifully suited to her tall, grace
ful frame. "Sure I sort of design for myself," she admits. "But the 
people who wear my clothes range from high school students to 
grandmothers, literally. They are people who have an interest in 
clothing. Some are people who just want to be comfortable and not 
walk around in a burlap sack." 

Making a maximum number of about 100 garments a year, Hayes 
does everything personally from selecting fabrics to cutting, paint
ing, sewing, and hand finishing. Prices for the finished products 
range from $40-$200. 

Both her paintings and clothing will be on display at Ouisie's res
taurant on Sunset after July 27. She also sells her clothing through 
several local stores, S. Frosting, Tootsie's, and Dalzenia's. 

but ultimately, it may provide an under- 1--------------------------------.....J standing of calcium and phosphorous regional home office of Philadelphia Life everything's in my name. I read your arti-
metabolism which can be applied to the Insurance. Dick Sylvan BA '70 Will cle about the difficulties of '80 grads find
treatment of mineralization disorders such Rice and Linda Leigh Sylvan BA '73 ing suitable employment and was remind-
as ostoemalacia, osteoporosis and arthritic wrote in to announce the arrival of <laugh- ed of my own experiences in the great 
crystal deposits," she writes. ter Leigh Ellison Sylvan on December 31, recession of 1971. I realized sometime 

1980. near the end of my senior year that I was Mary K. Hoyt BA '70 Jones has been Mark Gross BA '71 Baker wrote in to going to have to work for a living come 
named an Associate of the Society of announce the birth of son Matthew Doug- June and decided to get a head start by 
Actuaries. She has completed five exami- las Taylor-Gross on December 19, 1980, going to the Placement Office that spring. 
nations administered by the society on "Somehow being a parent and receiving Of course, they were shocked that I hadn't 
mathematics, probability and statistics, my college alumni paper at my own consulted them a year and a half earlier 
risk theory, compound interest, numerical address are related, the end of extended (my response was that if I'd wanted to plan 
analysis, and life contingencies. She is an neoteny, lasting ten years past gradua- that far in advance I would have gone to 
actuanal assistant with the southwestern tion,'' he says. ''Well, at last I am an adult; vocational school). Anyway, I told them I 



was getting a "liberal arts" degree (history 
and German) and their first question was 
"Can you type?" Nonetheless, they did 
help me get my first job after graduation, 
Parking cars at The Olde College Inn, 
across the street from Rice (now a parking 
lot, following a convenient fire several 
Years ago). I had to wear a short hair wig, 
made $7 a night, working 3 nights a week. 
Can you imagine what that will sound like 
When I tell my grandchildren about the 
hard times in the old days? Anyway, I had 
14 jobs (counting just the ones that lasted 
one week or longer) and was unemployed 
about 13 months in the first four years 
after I left Rice. However, I have been 
Working for the same company these past 
six years, TGI Fridays - started as a wait
er and now I'm administrative assistant to 
the senior vice-president of operations (my 
boss was a doorman eight years ago; tim
ing is important). I have a story that this 
Year's grads may find interesting. Back 
When I was a waiter in the Houston Fri
days I waited on a table of business types 
one lunch, and noticed that one of them 
Was wearing a Rice ring, pointed out to him 
that I had the same kind of ring; we 
exchanged pleasantries, dates and c_ol
leges, and then he looked up at me in my 
red and white striped shirt and asked 
"What do you do nowadays?" In all seri
ousness, I counted off several beats and 
turned to one of his companions and said 
"Yes, sir, and how do you want the meat 
cooked on the burger?" Anyway, please 
change my address and publish the news of 
my son; if you think of it, you might remind 
the current graduating class that people on 
the outside are going to think they're 
smart, but those people are also going to 
expect them to be doctors or lawyers or 
engineers if they wear a Rice ring." 
Janet Evelyn McNeil BA '73 Jones 
has joined the law firm Gaffney, Anspach, 
Schember, Klimaski & Marks, P.C. in 
Washington, D.C. as a partner concentrat
ing in tax law. Kathryn Dunlevie 
IIayes BA '7 4 Jones and Robert Alan 
IIayes BA '7 4 MCE '77 Wiess had an 
attractive, large baby girl in January. Mag
dalena Dunlevie Hayes presently resem
bles the paternal side of the family. Reed 
Wilson BS '7 4 Baker writes: "I have 
recently been transferred to Esso Europe 
in London. My personal situation has 
changed considerably since my Rice days, 
as I am now the proud father of three boys, 
all born in Belgium. As a former roommate 
to a number of Rice "jocks," I am glad to 
see that Rice still has a football team and 
better yet, five winning games!'' Jennifer 
Anne Morrice '75 Brown married 
James Elskes in August of last year and 
received her law degree from The Univer
sity of Texas in 1979. John Lee Blagg 
BA '76 Richardson was recently hon
ored by the Brownwood chamber of com
merce as outstanding man under 35. Blagg 
has a list of public service to his credit. He 
is involved in the United Way, chamber of 
commerce, Brownwood State Home and 
School Citizens Advisory Committee, and 
the Brown County Mental Health-Mental 
Retardation Citizens Advisory Committee. 
Blagg is also a member of the Brown Coun
ty American Heart Association and active 
in the Humane Society. He is the immedi
ate past president of the Jaycees and is an 
employee of Weakley-Watson. Bill Cox 
BA '76 MEE '77 Hanszen and Deb
bie McCleary Cox BA '76 Jones 
Write: "We are pleased to announce our 
Particiaption in the Mt. St. Helene's Baby 
Boom. Michael David arrived at 8:26 a.m. 
February 9, in Hillsboro, Oregon, weigh
ing in at 8 pounds, 8 ounces. Mom and Dad 
are doing well and couldn't be more 
Proud." 
Chris W. Fisher BA '76 Hanszen has 
been promoted to assistant vice president 
in charge of commercial lending at North
west Bank and Trust. Monte F. Han
COck, Jr. BA '76 Baker writes: "My 
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wife Sandy Williams Hancock '77 
Baker and I have begun to really feel at 
home up here in Pennsylvania. Our son 
Benjamin is now ten months old and is 
quite 'active'. I have been promoted to 
Advanced Engineer in the Software Engi
neering department of HRB Singer, Inc. I 
develop mathematical algorithms for cer
tain types of data processing. Sandy will be 
working in our 900 square foot garden plot 
this summer; we are thinking about raising 
some peanuts (!). She is becoming quite a 
seamstress; I have begun to study philoso
phy, particularly metaphysics and etiolo
gy." Cheri Meyer Bouldin BA '77 
Hanszen and Tom Bouldin BS '76 
Hanszen write: "We are proud to 
announce the birth of Justin Jeffrey Boul
din on August 17, 1980. We are also happy 
to announce the marriage of our good 
friends Malcolm Waddell BA '7 4 
Richardson and Suzanne Bruce BA 
'77 Hanszen on January 17, 1981." 
Roger Dannenberg BS '77 Richard
son writes: "I'd like to announce my 
engagement to Frances Krouse BA 
'77 Hanszen. We'll be married some
time after Frances finishes her internship 
for a PhD in clinical psychology from Case
Western Reserve University. I'm hoping 
to finish a PhD in computer science at Car
negie - Me 11 on University about 
the same time. Right now, we do a lot of 
travelling between Cleveland and Pitts
burgh." Jon T. Deuchler BA '77 
Hanszen writes: "In the three and a half 
years that I've been gone from Rice, I've 
done quite a few different things and been 
a couple of different places. Now that I'm 
settled for awhile, I thought it time to let 
friends at Rice catch up a little. For the last 
two and a half years, I worked as a 
research assistant in the department of 
biochemistry at the University of Iowa. I 
also attended graduate school in statistics 
at the same time. My emphasis was on 
actuarial science and I finished a MS in 
December, 1980. I started work as an 
assistant actuary for the General American 
Life Insurance Company two months ago. 
It's a medium-large general insurer with a 
nice program for student actuaries. I'm 
very excited about my job and the compa
ny. After two months in St. Louis, I'm even 
feeling a little more comfortable with the 
city, too. I'd love to hear from Rice folks in 
the area or from friends during my spell at 
Rice. My address and phone number are: 
12452 Lyric Court, St. Louis, MO, 63141, 
(314) 878-8014." Kermit Lancaster BS 

the prestigious Atlantic Monthly American 
Short Story Contest for her story "La Vic
toire." 

-----

1980 
Walter Underwood BS '81 

Will Rice writes: "Margaret Schau
erte BS '80 and Robert B.E. Puck
ette '82 Wiess got married on March 28 
at Autry House. Margaret is working for 
Bell Telephone, and Bob will be finishing 
up next year. Margaret had a show of her 
watercolors this spring at Autry House." 

ADVANCED DEGREES 

Jeanne Henry Kammer MA '66 has 
been appointed academic vice president of 
Wheeling College of West Virginia. She 
was most recently the acting academic 
dean and associate professor of English at 
Wheeling. She says of the Jesuit college, 
"Years ago, Wheeling College gave to a 
young West Virginia native a fine educa
tion and a firm set of values with which to 
enter a complex and competitive larger 
world. The quality of that experience and 
preparation is still here, and I am deter
mined to preserve and pass it on to future 
generations of students." Rodger Hardy 
MA '67 has joined the Department of 
Energy's Solar Energy Research Institute 
(SERI). He will be doing research on thin
film silicon solar cells. John S. Solomon 
MA '70 won his third term of member
ship in the BFGoodrich Chemical Group 
Winners Circle, a corporate-wide honor 

· program for sales personnel. He is a new 
products and specialty polymer salesman 
in the Atlanta area. He joined BFG Chemi
cal in 1969 as a research and development 
chemist. Peter Kamarchik PhD '75 
has been named to the position of research 
associate in the PPG Industries, Coatings 
& Resins Division, Research and Develop
ment department. Kamarchik and his fam
ily reside in Butler, PA. Penelope Sue 
Smith PhD '80 has been named North 
Carolina's Teacher of the Year for 1981-
82. She chairs the social studies depart
ment and teaches humanities and U.S. his
tory at Asheboro High School. 
---- - -

In Memor iorri 
- - -- - -

board of Telex Corporation and noted 
entrepreneur, was shot and killed in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Wheeler was a major sup
porter of the entrepreneurship program 
of the Jesse Jones Graduate School of 
Administration. 
S. Raymond Brooks '1 7 of Austin on 
September 19, 1968; Thomas Mitchell 
Keiller '18 of Houston on February 24, 
1981; T. J. Burnett '20 of Houston on 
May 1, 1981; W. Arthur Combs '20 of 
Houston on February 21, 1981; Maud 
Lee Woods MA '21 of Houston on 
March 27, 1981; Dea B. Calvin '23 of 
Galveston on April 21, 1981; Ben H. 
Mitchell '24 of Dallas on March 11, 
1981; George P. Red '25 of Houston on 
March 24, 1981; Margaret Boyd Ring
er '26 of Houston on April 13, 1981; Paul 
G. Richmond of Houston on March 25, 
1981; Norman E. Waldie '27 of Hous
ton on April 16, 1981; Robert Clinton 
Wallis, Jr. '27 of Dallas on March 11, 
1981; Willard G. Vaughan '28 of 
Houston on April 23, 1981; Walter L. 
Church '29 of Houston on February 26, 
1981; J. Nelson Greer '29 of Houston 
on March 19, 1981; Mary Delaney Bod
die of Lake Jackson on April 6, 1981; 
Eloise Noble Gray '30 of Uvalde on 
September 28, 1981; Herman Kaplan 
'33 of Houston on March 15, 1981; David 
0. Roemer '37 of Houston on March 5, 
1981; Jane Hudson Marston '38 of 
Bellaire on April 29, 1981; Lt. Col. Earl 
C. Phillips '40 on April 21, 1981; Ervon 
J.B. Eggimann '41 of Westfield, NJ on 
October 22, 1980; John W. Talbert '41 
of Hacienda, CA on April 26, 1981; 
Ernest E. Roessler, Jr. '42 of Tulsa; 
Marceane Morrow Houlihan '43 of 
Houston on March 29, 1981; Marie 
Fischer McLaughlin '43 of Houston of 
April 14, 1981; Richard L. Schleier '48 
of Houston on May 7, 1981; Robert N. 
Garritson '52 of Lubbock on November 
12, 1979; Meyer J. Nathan '59 of Fort 
Collins, CO on March 6, 1981; Sharon 
Sammis Williams '63 of Pasadena, TX 
on February 2, 1980; J. Stanley 
McDonald '65 of Houston on April 12, 
1981; Ronald Leigh Williams '65 of 
Delaware, OH on February 3, 1981. 

'77 MEE '78 Wiess writes: "I would Roger M. Wheeler '46, chairman of the 
like to report that Sarah Beaner Lan
caster BA '78 Hanszen is now the 
managing editor of South Bay magazine in 
Redondo Beach, California. She had been 
at 'TEEN magazine for the last two and a 
half years, working as copy editor. I'm still 
a systems engineer at a company call 
TRW. There are several Rice alumni in 

Mitchell 0. Sadler, Rice's personnel 
administrator since 1967 on April 21, 
1981; John F. Staub, the noted Houston 
architect who designed several buildings 
on the Rice campus, on April 13, 1981; 
Andrew Jackson Wray, a longtime 
supporter of the university, on March 21, 
1981. 

this area that occasionally get together and 
we hear a lot of news about our former 
classmates and professors from each 
other. And of course we enjoy reading 
about them in the SALLYPORT as well." 
Anton E. Hackebeil BA '79 Wiess 
writes that he is busy at St. Mary's Univer-
sity Law School in San Antonio. Kay Col-
dren Hawkins BA '79 Hanszen 
writes: "I married D.L. Hawkins on Janu-
ary 2 and we're both pursuing graduate 
degrees at University of North Carolina in 
Chapel Hill. Hopefully I'll get my MSPH in 
industrial hygiene in May. D.L. will finish 
his PhD in Biostatics in 1983." Kate Fra- ' 
zier Wheeler BA '79 Jones worked for 
two years as a reporter for the Miami Her-
ald after graduation. Then she returned to 
Stanford University's creative writing pro-
gram and will graduate with a master's 
degree this spring. This summer she will 
spend five weeks in Paris at the Paris 

CLASSNOTES. Alumni are continually asking what exciting things their classmates are 
doing, and if we don't know, we make it up. If you would like the true story published, drop us a line 
and a black and white photo. 

American Academy of Fine Arts and Lan- Name _____________ College ______ Class--
guages before looking for employment in 
the US. In 1980 she won second place in Address( __ new} _____________________ _ 




