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Through
Feb. 22

Through
Feb. 22
Through
Feb. 28.

Mar. 15 -
Mar. 24

Mar. 21 -
May 24

April

Sculpture of Black Africa. Rice
Museum. University Boule-
vard at Stockton (Entrance 7)
Tues. - Sat. 10-5 P.M., Sun.
noon -6 P.M.
Roman Opalka. Rice
Museum.
Time After Time: Reflections of
the Classical Past. Sewall
Gallery in Sewall Hall. Mon. -
Sat. noon - 5 P.M.
Security in Byzantium: Lock-
ing, Sealing and Weighing.
Rice Museum.
Photographs of the Menil Foun-
dation Collection. Rice
Museum.
Student Art Show. Sewall
Gallery.

LEC TUE ES

The Rice Design Alliance will be pre-
senting an exhibit and lecture series on the
work of the architect Philip Johnson. The
exhibit of drawings, photographs, and mod-
els of Johnson's buildings and projects in
Houston will be open all weekends in Feb-
ruary at the Anchorage Foundation Build-
ing, 5120 Bayard.
Feb. 10 Philip Johnson and the Dis-

covery of American Architec-
ture, by Robert A. M. Stern
of Columbia University. 8
P. m. , Brown Auditorium,
Museum of Fine Arts.

Feb. 12 Johnson and Mies: The Sec-
ond International Style, by
William Jordy of Brown Uni-
versity. 8 P.M., Brown Audi-
torium, Museum of Fine
Arts.

Feb. 17 Modernist and Mannerist:
Johnson Today, by Vincent
Scully of Yale University. 8
P. M. , Brown Auditorium,
Museum of Fine Arts.

Feb. 19 Lecture by Philip Johnson. 8
P.M. Hammon Hall, Rice Uni-
versity.

March 13 In conjunction with the Secu-
rity in Byzantium: Locking,
Sealing, and Weighing exhibit
at the Rice Museum, Gary
Vikan, curator, will offer a
lecture on the subject. 7 P.M.,
Physics Amphitheatre.

March 16 The School of Architecture is
presenting a lecture by Peter
Smithson on Three Genera-
tions. 8 P.m., Sewall 301.

March 20 In conjunction with the Photo-
graphs from the Menil Foun-
dation Collection exhibit at
the Rice Museum, Beaumont
Newhall, curator, will lecture
on Cartier-Bresson. 7 P.M.,
Physics Amphitheatre.

Apr. 1, 8, The Rice Design Alliance is
15, 22, 29 presenting a lecture series on

Interior Architecture, at the
Museum of Fine Arts. Call
520-8238 for information.

_
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Group travel arrangements are made by the
alumni association. For information, call
(713) 527-4057.
Spring Young Alumni plan to bike the

Azalea trail, canoe Armond
Bayou and camp in the Hill
Country.
Peru and Galapagos Island
cruise. Tour includes stops at
Lima, Cuzco, Machu Picchu,
Guayaquil and Quito. Cost is
$2,843 per person.
The Island World of Great Brit-
ain. Alumni will visit Scotland,
Wales, Orkney, Skye, the Out-
er Hebrides and the Isles of Scil-
ly. Cost is between $2,795 and
$3,085 per person, based on
double occupancy from New
York. Professor of history Ira
Gruber will accompany the
group.

Auv1-8 New England cruise. Includes
stops at Sag Harbor, Block
Island, Newport, Martha's
Vineyard and Nantucket. Cost
is estimated at $745 per person,
based on double occupancy,
plus airfare to Boston.
Burgundy: Castles and the

Oct. 14 Barge. Alumni will cruise the
Burgundy Canal, sampling
wines and observing architec-
ture. Cost is estimated at
$2,798 per person, based on
double occupancy.

June 5-25

July 17-27

Sept. 30-

THE A TER

Feb. 9-14 Rice Players present What
the Butler Saw by Joe Orton. A
naughty farce. 8 P.M. Hamman
Hall. Admission will be charged.

March 17-21 Baker Shakespearean Fes-
tival presents All's Well That
Ends Well by William Shake-
speare. 8 P.M. Baker Com-
mons. Admission, $2.25 for
students and $3.25 for others.
Write Stephanie Woerner,
Baker College office, Rice Uni-
versity, P.O. Box 1892, Hous-
ton, 77001, for reservations.

March 18 Shakespeare lecture by John
Styan, Northwestern Universi-
ty. Presented in conjunction
with the Baker Shakespearean
Festival. 4 P.M. Admission is
free. For location call the Baker
College office, 527-4001.

March 19 Demonstration lecture, on
stage with actors of All's Well
That Ends Well. Presented by
the Undergraduate Teaching
Committee. 10 A.M. Baker
Commons. Admission is free.

March 23-28 Rice Players present The
Skin of Our Teeth by Thornton
Wilder. A masterpiece of Amer-
ican theatre. 8 P.M. Hamman
Hall. Admission will be charged.

torli#6.4114$
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Feb. 14, 16, 17 Jones School seminar, How to
Market. Speaker is Charles
Mauldin. Preregistration until
seminar is filled. Fee is $135.
For information, call 527-8101,
ext. 3767.

Feb. 25 Rice Today program in
Albuquerque at the
Albuquerque Inn. Vice Presi-
dent for Administration William
Akers and Professor of Physics
Harold Rorschach will speak.

Feb. 26 Rice Today program in Denver.
Provost William Gordon and
Professor of Physics Harold
Rorschach will speak.

Feb. 28 Jones School seminar, How to
Develop a Business Plan.
Speaker is Edward Williams.
Preregistration until seminar is
filled. Fee is $135. For informa-
tion, call 527-8101, ext. 3767.

Late March Fondren Saturday Night II: A
Night in Monte Carlo. A
Friends of Fondren Library
benefit including casino gam-
bling with play money and door
prizes. Call Joe Roquemore for
details and the date, 527-4022.

All Rice alumnae and friends of Rice are invited
to join the Society of Rice University
Women for a $7.50 annual fee. Call the alumni
office, 527-4057, for information.
Feb. 9 Seminar, Stephen Klineberg on

sociology.
Feb. 16 Seminar, Allan Ross on music.
Feb. 23 General meeting, Fredericka

Meiners, Rice alumna, on The
Institute Years.

Feb. 23 Seminar, Nancy Parker of the
Woodson Research Center.

Mar. 2 David Brauer on art.
Mar. 9 Paul A. Cloutier on space phys-

ics and astronomy.
The Office of Continuing Studies and Spe-
cial Programs continues its diverse spring
schedule. For information on courses, fees and
times, call (713) 520-6022 or 527-4803.
February Make-a-Movie with Brian

Huberman and Ed Hugetz.
Casting in Bronze with David

Parsons.
Wildlife Photography with Jerry
Smith and John Wooters.

Portuguese/Spanish
Translation.

Producing Better Newsletters.
Relocating Foreign Experts in

the U.S.
March Trade with China.

An Introduction to Architecture
with Michael Underhill.

Advanced Photography with
Peter Brown.

Wildlife Photography withJerry
Smith and John Wooters.

Computer Programming.
Business French.
Pre-Columbian Art.
Greek and Roman Religion and

Mythology.
The Creative Genius in a

Musical Masterwork.
The World in Fiction.
British and American Ballads.

Owlmanac continues on Page 15.
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Down to business
This year the annual convention of the
Modern Language Association of America
was held in Houston. It drew 6,000 schol-
ars of English and foreign languages and
Provided a good reflection of the concerns
of scholars in the humanities.
A popular topic at the convention both

Officially and unofficially was the prospect of
employment for scholars outside academe.

Robert Patten, professor of English, who
had flown home from sabbatical leave in
England to attend the conference, told a
group, "There really is life outside the
hedges that is in some ways more attrac-
tive than life inside the hedges."
The Office of Continuing Studies at Rice

has offered several seminars on similar top-
ics in the past several years. The interest
here and at the MLA convention seems to
be part of a growing trend.

During the seventies the number of peo-
ple who held PhD degrees in the humanities
ItYrocketed, while the number of jobs open

in higher education began to shrink. The
world of business was then considered by
InanY academics slightly tainted. Entering it
was tantamount to "selling out" in the col-
lege campus vocabulary. But the financial
Picture has changed.
A survey by the language association

showed that of the people who earned
PhD's in English in 1976-77 only 9 percent
were employed outside college teaching. By
1978-79 that percentage had risen to more
than 15, and is now said to be about 18.
The change in attitude means that the
unemployment rate in this group dropped to
2.7 percent from 7.4 percent. Simultane-
°uslY the number of PhD's awarded in Eng-
lish has dropped. Working for years to get
the respected degree may not pay off any-
more.
"Cable television," Patten told the group,

IS a good area to look for a job. "It is going
to eat up material at a furious rate."
Although the PhD's are going into a variety
of fields, writing and editing are particularly
Popular. Many other kinds of companies,
they were also told, need people with ver-
bal and literary capacities.

Practical hints on how to make the break
Were also offered, such as using connec-
h.°Tis, and checking with the alumni associa-
,.tion• There is a catch, they were told by a
mouston Chamber of Commerce represent-
ative to entering the lucrative "real world."
They must stop "speaking on a higher
Plane," and they must toss aside their
tweeds and jeans in favor of a conservative
business suit.

Sweet dreams
For young Rice women who are not quite ready
to leave behind the warm joys of childhood,
there is now an answer on campus. A group of
_senfimental young men, mostly from Hanszen
ollege, have banded together to form the
Friar-Tuck-in Service."
„ The young men, who are fondly called
Tuckers," are all fans of Winnie the Pooh.
Generally considered a pretty lovable group of
PYs, one or more of them will give a co-ed a
°ack rub, read her a bedtime story, and tuck
her in for just a couple of dollars. About 80-90
rcent of their proceeds are donated to the

united Nations' Children's Fund.
The service has become a popular gift espe-

cially during finals. Sophomore John Elder, who
0. rmed the group, is Mother Tucker. At bed-

they show up at a customer's door wearing
their pajamas and bathrobe and carrying their
p°W1.1 stuffed animals and volume of Winnie the
20h. Elder believes that the desire to read

that book is "a primal urge." Mother
ucker personally chooses "guys he can trust

to go to rooms to see girls they don't know."
But when Tuckers from some other colleges
were allowed to join, the men from Wiess had to
be "toned down" a little.
To qualify as a Tucker, a young man must go

through a training course to learn the art of
massaging and pure motives.
When ordering a tuck-in for a friend, you can

request a few frills like a ukulele serenade or a
Dr. Suess story.
One girl in Hermann Hospital received a

tuck-in, according to sophomore Brinkly
Sprwit. "I took my robe and teddy bear and

Robert Maxfield '63. The last three still hold
key management positions in the growing com-
pany. Both Tandem and Rolm are located in the
electronics mecca of northern California.

Before you rush out to invest your last dollar
in one of these companies, we must caution that
the "expert" investors are not in total agree-
ment. Others on the show say that the last thing
you want to do is speculate on high-tech elec-
tronics firms.

In the face of such conflicting advice, the
only answer may be to toss a coin and put your
money down.

00AU.088,4%

changed in the hospital. I was afraid they would
think I was a mental escapee."
Though most women are delighted to be

tucked in, there have been a few exceptions.
One was so surprised by their visit that she paid
them $10 not to tuck her in.

Solid gold
If you've been looking around for a good invest-
ment possibility, you may not have to look far-
ther than your own classmates. Recently on
WallStreetWeek, a weekly television show that
invites expert investors to give their tips
to the novices, two alumni-run companies
were named as promising bets in the elec-
tronics field.
One of them, Tandem Computers, Inc., is

presided over by Jim Treybig '63. The other,
Rolm, was founded by Gene Richeson '62, Ken
Oshman '62, Walter Loewenstern, Jr. '59, and

Screams in the night
Recently, the Houston affiliate of the nightly
television program, P.M. Magazine, came out
to the campus to film a segment of one of
their shows. They needed some campus
atmosphere.

It seems that they've found a trend in stu-
dents across the country of primal screaming.
Primal screaming is a form of therapy in which
you release tension and frustration by scream-
ing as loudly as possible. It is reputed to be par-
ticularly effective during finals.
The P.M. Magazine people did not actually

find any organized screamers at Rice, but they
did get the desired backdrop of lofty spires.
We, however, have been hearing some kind of
screaming when students innocently walk
under the trees at night. But that phenomenon
seems isolated to the Rice campus. It occurs
every spring when our fine feathered friends
take up their winter residence.

Overdue
Robert Kindred broke into the world of
antique art prints years ago, but according
to campus police at University of Illinois,
that's not all he has broken into. Thousands
of dollars worth of rare books and illustra-
tions which Kindred has "collected" appar-
ently were stolen from college libraries
across the nation. Rice was one of Kin-
dred's victims with losses that may go as
high as $9,000 in stolen illustrations.
An air conditioning repairman tipped the

Illinois police off when he found a stack of
books piled outside the back door after
hours. By the time police arrived, the
books had been hidden behind a nearby
hedge, and the police staked out the hedge.
The alleged perpetrator was released on

bail, but police found his rented car full of
valuable prints. A nervous cohort informed
the police that they would find a similar car
full of more prints at the Washington D. C.
airport.
A Rice Institute perforation on one print

led to a call to the Rice Campus Police,
who in turn contacted Nancy Parker, direc-
tor of the Woodson Research Center at the
Fondren Library. Parker leapt onto a plane
bound for Illinois to identify the goods from
Rice. Some of the Rice prints that Kindred
had collected included a book on manor
homes, purchased in 1944 from the Grand
Rapids Public Library, and "some gorgeous
nineteenth century zoological illustrations
from London," Parker explains. Her hurt at
seeing so many prints neatly cut out of the
books they belong in was "tempered by
glee" at the prospect of recovering so much
of the Rice property.

Kindred, who pleaded guilty to stealing
the rare books and prints, was given thirty
months probation and fined $2,500 for court
costs. A year ago, Kindred opened the
Antique Print Room in Dallas featuring his
extensive collection of more than 20,000
library-found prints. The prices of the
items, which dated back to 1679, ranged
from $35 to over $350.

Almost everyone at some time or other
is guilty of not returning a library book on
time, but really Mr. Kindred. .

Body count
Once again a live wire managed to slip into our
"In Memoriam" section, and we apologize
profusely. Allan Bloxsom '23 of Austin is alive
and well. We received his name and a date of
death, all of which seemed in order. Instead,
we should have reported the death of Vernon
T. Schuhardt MA '30, PhD '40 on August 15,
1980.

Schuhardt's daughter is Mrs. Allan P. Blox-
som, Jr., but in the obituaries the Jr. was left
off. Someone called Rice to correct the name
and in the resulting confusion Allan Bloxsom,
Sr. was mistakenly listed as dead.
We certainly regret our part in the mix-up.

To avoid this in the future, we may simply pub-
lish a list of people we know to be alive a under
the heading "Vivo."
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IT TAKES SKILL AND LUCK TO
COME UP WITH TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATIONS, ACCORDING TO

THREE RICE INVENTORS.

BY NANCY DALY

IN MY MIND I CAN MAKE A PIECE

OF EQUIPMENT. I DON'T THINK
THAT'S PECULIAR TO ME. YOU CAN
VISUALIZE WHAT IT IS, AND YOU
CAN TAKE IT APART AND PUT IT

TOGETHER

IN YOUR MIND.

HERB ALLEN '29

ACTUALLY BUILDING THE PIANO
PICKUP WASN'T THAT BIG A DEAL

COMPARED TO GETTING THE

GRAND PIANO.

CHARLIE HELPINSTILL'66

I GUESS I CAME FROM A FAMILY

THAT ALWAYS MADE THE THINGS
THEY NEEDED. THEY DIDN'T HAVE

ANY MONEY TO BUY THINGS, SO
THEY JUST MADE THEM OUT OF

WHATEVER THEY HAD.

SAM WORDEN '35
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Some people would find it next to
impossible to operate a gravity
meter in the search for oil; to play a
piano, even if it's small and portable;

or even to open a bottle of wine with a cork-
screw. Many others can use these instru-
ments, but only a very few invent them.
When someone puts together a combination

of old elements in such an unusual way that the
result is something totally new, it is an inven-
tion. The process can take years of laborious
tnals and errors or it can occur in a fortuitous
moment. Even as children, we love to create
something new and different, so it is with admi-
ration, puzzlement, and a little envy that we
look upon the people who spend their lives
Inventing, particularly those who create instru-
ments or machines that change our lives or
delight us with their ingenuity. These inven-
tors deal with the concrete, and with luck pro-
duce a tool for many others.
Herb Allen '29, who received his bachelor of

science degree in mechanical engineering,
developed valves, pumps, gauges, and high
Pressure packing around pipes that revolution-
ized oil field equipment during his career at
Cameron Iron Works. He has over 300 foreign
and domestic patents to his credit. When he
retired as chairman of Cameron's board several
Years ago, he applied his experience toward
inventing a better corkscrew. The result,
called a Screwpull, has drawn notice from
national magazines and thankful consumers
around the country.

Charlie Helpinstill '66 studied electrical engi-
neering at Rice while he played in a rock band.
He was in the midst of work on a master's
degree when he invented the piano pickup, a
device to translate the movements of a piano's
strings into electro-magnetic signals which can
he electronically amplified. He needed it so
that his piano would be heard on stage with a
rock band. He left graduate school and has con-
tinued to invent and market the products he
develops for the Houston-based Helpinstill
Blues Band.
. Sam Worden '35 works in the area of geophy-
sics. He invented the first portable gravity
meter, a new method for producing galvanom-
eter mirrors and lenses, and hundreds of deli-
cate instruments to individual specifications for
scientists who wanted to measure tempera-
ture, pressure, and mass under unusual
conditions.
Though these three make up only a small

ample even of the Rice alumni who are invent-
Mg, they have some interesting characteristics
In. common and some thoughts on the innova-
tive process.
.Finding these inventors to be mechanically

Minded is no surprise. However, they all start-
ed trying to innovate at an early age, virtually
viqthout being taught. "When I was about three
or four I decided to recharge a flashlight bat-
tery," Charlie Helpinstill says with some
amazement at his own precocity. "It didn't
work because I didn't know what I was doing,
but I could understand what it meant when bat-
teries burned out. I took two pieces of the wire
that the newspaper used to come wrapped in,
and I held them against the ends of the battery. I
Plugged the other ends into a wall socket. The
wires just kind of vaporized, so I luiew it wasn't
a good idea. It was a shot in the dark, but when
You're three or four years old . . .," he trails off
thoughtfully.
"The first thing I remember is I thought
a little gadget to make it easier to oil Model T.

r ords, " Sam Worden says. "I took the motor
,(311.t of my mother's washing machine to make a
u. nil press to make the gadgets. I was about jun-
ior high school age. My mother made me put it
back," he adds with a smile. "I guess I came
from a family that always made the things they
tleeded. They didn't have any money to buy

THE PROCESS OF INVENTION IS THAT YOU THINK OF A

WAY TO MAYBE DO IT BETTER, AND IF YOU THINK

WELL ENOUGH OF IT, YOU MAKE

A PROTOTYPE AND TRY IT.

things, so they just made them out of whatever
they had."
Herb Allen also admits that as far back as he

can remember he was working on gadgets. As a
youth, he tried to build crystal radio sets. "The
only innovation was in trying to adapt the mate-
rials that I had, because radio was very much an
infant at the time and I didn't have the money to
buy materials, nor did I live in a town where
they were available," he says. "I can remember
robbing an old automobile wreck of a coil of wire
that was on it. That was a great find for me
because copper wire was precious." However,
he adds, "I never did get the crystal set to
work."

Later on, at Rice, their inventive talents
were encouraged. Both Allen and Worden
credit one instructor in the engineering depart-
ment, Bob Crookston, with influencing them.
Allen, under Crookston's guidance, helped to
build an operating oil rig on the Rice campus.

veryone encounters machines or
gadgets that are inconvenient or
don't work well and we complain,
accept, or think about alternatives.

Inventors go beyond thinking about alterna-
tives, they set about trying to come up with
something better, and the ones who succeed
often have to keep trying for years. Technolog-
ical innovation seems to require curiosity, self-
confidence, and stubbornness, and often a fair-
sized portion of luck.

Technological innovation is fairly straight-
forward, Allen says matter-of-factly, "you
have something that doesn't work and you try
to think of ways to make it work. Or you've got
something that works and you think there's a
better way. Or you've got something that
works and it's very difficult to make and you try
to think of different ways to make it."

Although all the inventors seem to pos-

sess great energy and enthusiasm, Helpin-

still and Worden say that laziness moves
them to invent. "When I was junior high

school age, I was always trying to invent

things to save work. My work mostly was
yard work then," says Helpinstill. "I had a

real 110 volt motor that had come with my
erector set, and I was always trying to do
things with it. I think if I had really stuck
with jt, I probably could have invented a
weedeater."
Worden adds, "Basically, it helps to be

pretty lazy. Some years ago, I made a
hedge trimmer from a vacuum cleaner
motor. The vacuum motor ran so fast it

scared the yellow jackets away. I guess I'm
lucky I didn't kill myself with it," he laughs.
The process of inventing can be short

and sweet, but it usually isn't, according to
Allen. "I started out to be an electrical
engineer, I quit it because I couldn't visual-
ize an electric current. I could only deal
with things that I could visualize. So, in my
mind I can make a piece of equipment. I
don't think that's peculiar to me. I think
that's peculiar to anyone with mechanical
capabilities. You can visualize what it is, and
you can take it apart and put it together and

so on, in your mind.
"The process is that you think of a way

to maybe do it better, and if you think well
enough of it, you make a prototype and try
it. Usually it doesn't work but in not work-
ing, it tells you something. It not only tells
you what won't work but it suggests a way
that might work. So you revise your
approach and try again. Usually it doesn't
work again. Sometimes you just get sick of
the whole darned thing and throw it back on
the scrap pile." Allen sometimes tosses a
project aside for months or even years

before going back to it.

"I've got one invention that I've worked
on for about thirty years in my head," adds
Worden. "I think I've got it all solved now
and I'm trying to put together some experi-
ments to prove whether I'm right. I sup-
pose I'll have a few things to work out as I
build the prototype, but I have it mostly
thought out."

Helpinstill, however, designed and built a
working model of his piano pickup within a
week of deciding that he needed better
amplification if he was going to play the
piano on stage with a rock band. He does a
lot of designing as he builds the prototypes.
"I realized right away that the big problem
was that it would be a lot easier to build a
pickup into a grand piano because its
hammers are all underneath the strings.
Actually building the pickup wasn't that big
a deal compared to getting the grand
piano."
The process of inventing is often like that

of putting a difficult puzzle together,
though. "I've never had the experience of a
brilliant light coming on," Allen says to
puncture the cartoon image of inventors. "I
never woke up in the middle of the night
shouting 'eureka.' I have lain awake at night
many times trying to figure a way to do
something."

Worden, on the other hand, admits, "I
get lots of answers while I'm asleep. I
learned to do that in school. If I had some
difficult problems to solve, I'd just read
them over and go to sleep. The next morn-
ing, I'd know how to do them."
Almost inevitably each new invention

exacts some toll of Edisonian trial and
error, but there is the exciting moment
when the last piece is finally fit into the
mental puzzle.
Many times after I have not worked on a

project for months, Allen says, "one day
without warning, I'll get another idea about
that thing. It isn't quite like a bright light
coming on. This isn't an exciting flash-of-
genius experience. You're doing something
else and it occurs to you sort of real easy
that here's a new way to go back to that
thing that you'd thrown into the scrap pile.
But I've got a very unenthusiastic, critical
attitude toward these ideas that occur
because I've been disappointed so many
times."
One of Allen's earliest and most signifi-

cant inventions, though, depends on the
common nail. In 1932, soon after he gradu-
ated from Rice and began working for the
Abercrombie Pump Company, he realized
that their oil rig pumps needed a better
relief valve. "We got a power pump running
in the field and the next day I went back
and all four cylinders on the pump were
busted because somebody had started it up
against a closed valve. There were things
known as relief valves then, but they had a
spring or weight to hold the valve shut.
When the pressure got high enough it
would open but with the high velocity of the
mud going through that opening it would
never seal off again. You'd have to replace
the seat and the working parts each time it
opened. It occurred to me that we ought to
have something that was very cheap, that
would fail if the pressure got too high, and
that replacement of the fail part would be
simple and cheap."

"I said, 'Let's shear a pin or something to
let it open.' Well, what do you make the pin
out of? That's where the idea came to me
that if we used a nail as the pin we could
use different size nails and therefore, get
different relief pressures. That was all
there was to it," he concludes. That valve
became the standard in the world oil indus-

With a Screwpull , anyone looks like a
sommelier



6 SALLYPORT-FEBRUARY 1981

try. It can still be found, in only a slightly
more sophisticated form, in Cameron Iron
Works' newest catalogue.

Several of Allen's other very significant
inventions were also developed during his
early years at Abercrombie and then Cam-
eron Iron Works. "I had responsibility for
design and it was an almost unbelievable
opportunity to innovate," he reflects.

Several years after he came up with the
shear relief valve, he was again out in the
field visiting a rig when a problem arose.
"You had two pumps and they wore out so

The sixty-four note Helpinstill Roadmaster fast that you'd run one pump while you
folds into a 200-pound box. were wearing out a bit then you'd run the

other pump. This particular day they went
down to switch pumps and the valve was
stuck. They couldn't turn it and finally, the
whole crew was involved. They broke a
couple of wrenches and lost several hours
before they got it shut. That was a clear
case of badly needed improvement. I don't
recall how many different approaches I
thought of and tried, but I finally got onto
an idea for an assembly that would operate
much more easily." The result was called a
flex-seal valve and it is also common today
on rigs.
"The valve was exciting because it pre-

sented some unusual manufacturing prob-
lems which we solved by equipment that
wasn't then common in this part of the
country," he adds. "Secondly, it called for
unusual forging approaches that taught me a
lot about forgings."

Perhaps Allen's best story of the innova-
tive process is that of his development of
the rotating seat valve. An oil company
asked Cameron and several other compa-
nies to make competitive valves, one of
which would be bought by the oil company.
The valves were supposed to operate under
higher pressure than any that already exist-
ed and to be bubble tight during testing.

Allen came up with a very fine non-lubri-
cated valve which he thought was better
than any of the competitors' valves. But the
others, which were lubricated, passed the
bubble test and his did not.
"I got so damned mad that I was ready

to shoot somebody. We had made the finest
valve that had ever been made. It was just
perfect except for an occasional tiny bubble,
but we were turned down. So I said, 'If all
you want to do is hold grease then the idea
is to make the cheapest valve that could
possibly be put together, and fill it with
grease.' It was the first time in my life that
I'd ever tried to make anything cheap."

In spite of his best intentions, Allen
couldn't help himself from stopping to test
the quality of his new valve. In the process,
he noticed that it and all the Competitors'
valves only operated a few cycles because
they wore out on the downstream seat. "I
was looking at that and I thought, 'My God,
if we could only move that seat a little bit
each time, then we could extend the life of
the valve by the number of times that we
rotated the seat.' Well, it worked like
a charm. We rigged up a very crude way
of rotating the seat, and sure enough,
we improved the wear on that mud test
by a hundred times. It was that sort of
improvement."

y criteria for a real
invention is something
that's cute and unique,"
says Worden. "As soon

as someone says it, everyone says, 'Of
course it's obvious,' but it hasn't been
thought of before. Some are so elaborate,
they're hardly practical. You always know
when you finally think of the right way."
Such was the way Helpinstill felt when he

first heard his piano music amplified. He
worked at Texas Instruments for several
years before returning to Rice and graduate
work in electrical engineering, but he never
stopped playing the piano. "A piano by itself
is not all that loud compared to a rock band,
so you stick a microphone down into it, but
that doesn't do anything," he explains. "So
in order to use a piano in a band, it had to
have something like a guitar pickup. Under-
neath the strings of a guitar is a coil and
magnet assembly and when the strings
move, a current is generated. It's tracking

the string and you're getting an electric sig-
nal that's a perfect analog to the sound that
you hear from a guitar.
"The piano pickup works the same way.

The piano string moves. It generates a sig-
nal in the pickup and you put that through
amplifiers and connect it to a speaker. Mag-
ically it sounds just like a piano. That's
because what you think of as the sound of a
piano is actually the various movements of
the string and you're just tracking that with
the pickup. Once you have the pickup
in you can plug it into an amplifier and the
signal coming through the pickup is
pure piano. You can play incredibly loudly
without feedback," he concludes
enthusiastically.
There were some other products on the

market to amplify the piano before Helpin-
still worked his out but none of them
worked very well.
"When I first got into the piano pickup

business there were two surprises. The
first was that there wasn't really anything
that existed. The second was that what lit-
tle did exist didn't work," Helpinstill says.
He sold his first piano pickup to Elton John
in 1972. Now the list of Helpinstill owners
includes just about everyone in the rock
music business.
When Helpinstill decided to bring out a

cheaper version for upright pianos and a
much wider range of consumers, he had to
go back to the drawing board. "I invented a
variation of the same thing to make it uni-
versal. Most pickups are enclosed in metal
and they're rigid. I managed to come up
with a way to build one that was flexible.
It's just a plastic strip. That gave me a
much cheaper product."
A desire to see the business grow and

pay a few more of the bills and his own
needs as a professional musician led him to
then develop a portable grand piano that
dismantles into two pieces. Finally in 1979,
he brought out a 64 note piano, which folds
into a 200 pound box.
They may call it laziness but what seems

to really motivate these inventors is the
keen enjoyment that comes from solving
the problem well and seeing others go on to
use their products. The harder the prob-
lem, the better. "I got pressed into several
inventions accidentally," Worden claims. "It
was never on purpose. It was always a
game to me, trying to find an easier or bet-
ter way to do something."
Worden spends a lot of time now on his

ranch in San Felipe, seeing that the crops
are planted and the cows are fed, but he
hasn't been able to resist the lure to invent.
"To me it's like playing a game of solitaire.
Finding a nice juicy problem and then a way
to solve it is, I guess, like winning a game
of solitaire is to someone else. I've got
myself involved as a consultant and I think I
would have taken it on for free because it's
such a juicy problem — to make an impos-
sibly accurate measurement under impossi-
ble conditions. Nobody believes it can be
done, so that makes it super challenging.
"It used to be I'd work until ten or

twelve every night, when I was working on
something," Worden continued. "It wasn't
work to me, of course, it was all pleasure. I
wish I could put in eight hours a day ranch-
ing, eight hours a day inventing, and eight
hours a day just having fun. But it's all fun.
I think ranching requires more inventing
than any other field I know of. There are a
million problems all the time and you have
to think of more efficient ways to do things
if you're going to show any kind of profit."
When Worden first agreed to make

focused mirrors and lenses for galvanome-
ters to record seismic records, he had no
idea how they were supposed to be made.
"After I thought about it for a while I had
some ideas. It was a big advantage not
knowing anything to start with. It always is.
"The people who made the galvanome-

ters weren't very happy about the quality of
the mirrors they were getting and they
were after me to make some. You don't
think of mirrors and lenses as an invention
because they've been made for hundreds of
years, but these were different. I didn't
know how to do it the way everyone else
did. The others ground glass glued to

another piece of glass. When they unglued
them they were distorted and not much
good. I heated the glass until it had the
right shape but not until the surface was
distorted. It had the right polished surface
without polishing. It took me fifteen min-
utes where it might take everyone else all
day with polishing. I used the vacuum to
evaporate an aluminum reflecting surface
onto glass to make the mirrors. Mine were
better and far cheaper to make than others
that had been on the market."
Though Allen has retired, like Worden,

he hasn't stopped inventing. He has a wine
cellar and collects wines and though he says
that he never has any trouble opening a
bottle of wine, he noticed that lots of other
people do. He studied corkscrews, thought
of some innovations that would require less
effort and fewer opportunities to break the
cork, then he made a prototype. A shelf in
the wine cellar is lined with almost a dozen
prototypes of the Screwpull. Each one var-
ies slightly from the last. The Screwpull
finally evolved into a small, lightweight,
almost foolproof corkscrew.
"I'm working on a pocket size version

now for waiters," he says. He is also work-
ing on a hand-held metal corkscrew that
requires even less time and effort to use.
"It's designed to compete with the type
that usually clamp onto tables. They're for
people who are opening lots of bottles," he
adds. An overnight bag that quickly con-
verts from a hand-held to a shoulder bag is
also metamorphosing in his workroom.

Recognizing a problem with an existing
product or lack of a product is the first step
toward a new invention. Mentally trying out
different solutions is the next, but while
Allen sits down at the drawing board to do
this, and Worden mulls it over while he
works on the ranch, Helpinstill goes to the
hardware store. "A lot of times I build
things by going into a hardware store and
just looking at things. I try to imagine them
upside down or inside out or taken apart,"
he says.
The process of inventing is not really a

scientific one, Helpinstill says. He sees it as
being more akin to creating art. When you
write music or invent, he says, "you don't
allow yourself to rule out any possibilities.
Even if it sounds crazy, try anything that
comes into your head because the creative
things are the unexpected things. Once you
start doing something, even though you see
that what you're doing isn't going to work
you're probably led into ten or twelve other
things that might work. You need to do
everything until you have something that
works."
Worden believes that the process takes a

bit of science and a bit of art. "I think peo-
ple invent things all the time subconscious-
ly. If it's a better way to do things, it's an
invention. It can come like a flash or be a
long time aborning."
The challenge in inventing is to come up

with a solution that neatly fits the problem,
in as simple and elegant a fashion as possi-
ble. "I just like things simple," Worden
says. "In World War II, I got a job design-
ing instrument panels for army tanks," he
remembers. "They had a very complicated
device on them to measure the torque. But
I discovered that the drive shaft twisted
enough that you could measure torque
directly from that. They didn't need the
complicated thing at all." Helpinstill adds,
"It's really aesthetics. You're grossed
out by some sort of wasteful or inefficient
situation."
Beyond the gratification of solving the

problem, Helpinstill enjoys the benefits of
his inventions every time his band plays,
and Allen likes to see his inventions being
widely used.
The difference between those who actu-

ally invent things and those who don't is
due to "interest and a little self-confidence,"
Worden says. "If you believe that you are
actually capable of making things a little bet-
ter than they are, you try it more and
you're bound to succeed some. You dare to
do things a little differently and they may or
may not be better. No doubt there are
many wonderful inventors that don't ever
make the things they think of."
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WILIIIITe CMS" 3ENCIUL2̀ 31C
11112:11 he 35-7 victory over thetough Houston Cougars at
the football season's end was a fitting
finish for what we call a heavenly season.
With a final tally of 5-6 and a 4-4 confer-
ence standing, it was the best season since
1973. Loyal fans who have patiently persist-
ed in supporting the Fightin' Owls despite
consistent losses felt justly rewarded by a
team that was truly competitive this year.
Much of the credit for the improved per-

formance goes to Ray Alborn '61 the head
coach. Owl fans know that the likeable red-
head has a sense of humor. Turning last
Year's 63-0 loss to the Cougars into a 35-7
victory, our first over them in conference
Play, Alborn showed his sense of coaching,
too. For the past three years he has been
telling us to watch those Owls, but sporadic
Playing and tough competition resulted in 2-
9 and 1-10 records for the first two years
of the coach's stay.
At the finish of the 1979 season at a

roast for University of Houston coach, Bill
Yeoman, Alborn quipped, "When your

record is 1-10, you take every meal
offered."
At the start of the 1980 season, Rice was

listed among the bottom twenty college
football teams in the country in several
national magazines. Alborn treated those
cellar predictions with a shrug. "I read a
magazine where a guy left us out," he
remarked. "I'm just happy to get picked
somewhere."
And though others offered the excuses

that the Southwest Conference is one of
the toughest in the nation and the other
universities we play are much larger than
Rice, Alborn never bought the excuses.
"We can't go around thinking 'woe is us'
with our heads bowed and the attitude that
we're just going out to save the equipment.
We've got to bow our necks and get after
people."
The victories during the 1980 season

included games against Texas A&M, LSU,
TCU, Arkansas, and the University of
Houston. Initially, the fourth quarter surges
that cinched victory for the Owls were clas-

sified as flukes, for Rice has not been
known to come from way behind. But as
the Fightin' Owls continued to win, their
credibility began to improve.
When the team lost, Alborn still held

tough. After a disappointing loss to Texas
Tech, during a cold rain in the Rice stadi-
um, he said "They executed and we didn't.
It's as simple as that. It rained on both
sides of the field. Rain didn't have anything
to do with it."
The Owls' 4-4 record in the conference

left them in a tie with Texas for fourth
place in the nine member conference, ahead
of Arkansas, Texas Tech, and Texas A&M
all with a 3-5 conference record, and way
ahead of TCU with a 1-7 record.
Even the losses were not, as ignominious

as they often were in the past. "I think we
beat the most improved team in the South-
west Conference," said SMU head coach
Ron Meyer after his Mustangs took the
honors at Rice's Homecoming.
When the Owls pummelled the University

of Houston in a regionally televised game, it

was Bill Yeoman's turn to be humble. "Rice
out-hustled us, out-worked us, out-every-
thinged us," he said. "They wore us out.
The score deserved to turn out exactly the
way it did."
The jubilant team carried Alborn and the

Bayou Bucket trophy off the field. Rice built
a 21-0 lead before the end of the first half
and continued to play stellar football
through the game, with the bowl-bound
Cougars scoring only once. It was sweet
victory to end a season when, as Alborn
recalled, "not a cotton-pickin' person in the
country picked us even to win a game."

It wasn't too long into the season before
media pundits began to take Alborn and the
Owls a little more seriously. After Rice's
17-16 victory over the Arkansas Razor-
backs in Little Rock, the first loss for a Lou
Holtz-coached Arkansas team on home turf,
a Houston Post reporter suggested that
Alborn be given a lifetime contract. And in
fact, at the close of the season he was
quickly signed to a three-year contract. It's
not immortality, but it's a start.
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The British View in 1776

FORKING &COUNTRY
BY IRA GRUBER WITH NANCY DALY

The young men who lined up to buy officers' commissions put out mon-
ey for the privilege of going to America to shoot colonists.

The followingwas adapted from an article entitled, "For King
and Country The Limits of Loyally of British Officers in the
War forilmerican Independence." t was published in 1980 by
the Wilfred Laurier University Press in Limits of Loyalty.
Ira Gruber, professor of history, specializes in English histoiy,
the American Revolution, and the Art of War He spent the
1979-80 academic year teachingat the U.S. Army Command
& General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas as the
John Morrison Professor of History.

R
emaining loyal to both conscience
and country is not always easy, as
was illustrated so vividly in this coun-
try during the Vietnam War. Looking

at history from this side of the Atlantic, howev-
er, we are less aware that many British officers
faced a similar dilemma during the American
War for Independence.
Though foot soldiers throughout history

have rarely been offered the choice of whether
to fight in a war or not, British officers in the
eighteenth century did have a choice, and many
of them exercised it. They could simply sell
their valuable commissions if they preferred
not to fight.

Lack of enthusiasm for the war on the part of
the British officers has often been blamed for
the loss of the American colonies. This turns
out to be more true for senior than junior offi-
cers. There were about 3,500 British Army
officers during the period of the American War
for Independence, but since it was the infantry
officers who were sent to America, looking at
the attrition rates in samples of 100 infantry
officers gives a fairly clear picture of how infan-
try officers in general responded to the Ameri-
can war. Of the 100 chosen from the 2,250
infantry officers, attrition during peacetime
stayed at a low 6 percent. During a plain old
ordinary war such as the Seven Years War,
attrition did not rise significantly. In 1758 pro-
motions and transfers were frequent but attri-
tion was still only 8 percent. Fighting the
French was always popular.

While British infantry officers seem to have
responded very positively to the demands and
opportunities of the Seven Years War, their
response to the War for American Indepen-
dence would be quite different.
The ministry, which supervised foreign poli-

cy, made a determined effort to crush the

rebellion in 1776. In addition to hiring thou-
sands of German troops for the campaign, it
increased its own forces in the colonies from
thirteen to thirty-four regiments. The army
totalled only seventy regiments. Such a rapid
concentration of so large a portion of the entire
British army required sweeping reassign-
ments of officers and men. Nearly 40 percent of
all officers were ordered to accompany their
regiments to some new post, usually in North
America. Forced to decide whether they would
command against other British subjects in a
remote and difficult country, many resigned.
The rate of resignation rose in 1776 to more
than 16 percent, or twice the rate for 1758. Of
the 16 percent, more than three fourths were
officers whose regiments had been ordered to
America or who had been serving in America
when fighting began at Lexington.
The rapid rise in the rate of resignations

could not have been a surprise to the ministry.
The Anglo-American differences had been
debated for more than a decade before fighting
began. By 1775 many qfficers had already tak-
en sides in that debate. The prospect of pro-
longed service overseas was in itself disagree-
able for many officers. But the prospect of
bearing arms against other British subjects,
who might even be relatives, in support of what
some said were dubious governmental poli-
cies, gave pause even to some who had devot-
ed their lives to the army and were eager for
promotion.
These officers were familiar with the public

statements of Colonel James Grant, who, con-
tempuous of the colonists and authoritarian by
nature, told the House of Commons that with
5,000 men he would march from one end of the
continent to the other. They would also have
heard that Jeffrey Lord Amherst supported
ministry policies but refused to command in

America. He said he was unwilling to risk his
marriage and military reputation in what
appeared to be a most unpromising war.
Conversely, General William Howe publicly
opposed coercion but accepted command. And
one lieutenant-colonel who was already semi-
retired on half-pay actually moved to Virginia in
1773, joined the Continental Army, and
resigned his British commission.

In come cases officers managed to avoid
going to America by changing regiments or
being excused by the King or the ministry.
Colonel Hugh Lord Percy, however, wrote to
the King, "It is my indispensable duty to accom-
pany my regiment," though his mother had
asked the King to excuse him and he did not
approve of the ministry's colonial policies.
The powerful Earl of Pembroke who was

also critical of the official policy toward Ameri-
ca, kept his son George Augustus Herbert a
virtual prisoner on the Grand Tour so the
enthusiastic young man would not be able to
join his regiment. In answer to his requests to
be allowed to go to his regiment, his father
would send letters instructing him, "I hope you
will see Pressburg, and part of Hungary...
Warsaw, Stockholm,... and Copenhagen, on
your way to Petersburg... I much wish you
would reach Vienna before the winter. ... I
seriously desire you will follow the cheapest
way of travelling ... for you cannot conceive
how much I am really distressed." Another let-
ter home elicited a response from Lady Pem-
broke, "Lord Pembroke is distressed for mon-
ey. . . it is your constant moving that made the
expense... he orders you to travel.., eter-
nally. .. and is all the time preaching to you to
spare money." Finally, after France and Spain
had entered the war, Pembroke acceded to
what he called his son's "madness to return."
Young Herbert reached England inJune 1780.
Those without Herbert's family connections

who were unenthusiastic about the war could
only reluctantly go, transfer to a less desirable
regiment, or sell their commissions.

B
eing an officer in the British Army
in the eighteenth century was con-
sidered a genteel and fairly lucra-
tive profession. Buying an officer's

commission was, therefore, initially quite
expensive. A gentleman could support a
fairly large house and live quite well for
several years on the sum of money that a
commission could cost. The price varied
depending on the desirability of the regi-
ment and the prospective income that it
would generate. Higher ranks sold for pro-
gressively more than lower ranks. General-
ly, the higher ranking, more expensive slots
were bought up by the younger sons of
important aristocratic families. The middle
and lower ranking slots were bought by the
sons of officers. The commissions were so
highly prized that there was often scalping
on the prices, though the King tried to
standardize them.
The resignations at the beginning of the

American War for Independence served the
useful purpose of purging the army of dis-
satisfied young officers. During the difficult
war, those who felt little obligation to King
and country and who didn't have much of a
stake in the service cleared out. The young
men who lined up to buy the commissions
knew that they were going to America.
They put out money for the privilege of
going to America as commissioned officers
to shoot colonists. It had the effect of let-

ting out the dissidents and putting in people
who were very highly motivated. So the net
result of resignations from the junior offi-
cers was probably as positive one on the
army as a whole.
Among senior officers the situation was

slightly different. They seldom resigned
because they had invested many years in
their army careers and their retirement
benefits were limited. Many senior officers
stayed in the service until they died. They
also were frequently more able to avoid dis-
agreeable assignments than junior officers.
Nevertheless, a comparison of the reactions
of senior officers to the Seven Years War
and to the War for American Independence
suggests that they, like junior officers
served more willingly in 1758 than in 1776.
The rate of resignation among the sample

of 100 of the 624 general and field officers,
which had been 1 percent between 1755
and 1758, rose in 1776 to nearly 7 percent.
Five of 100 senior officers either resigned
or gave up their regimental commands for
half pay in order to avoid serving in Ameri-
ca. However, when only a small percentage
of senior officers was required in America,
these resignations would not have been as
threatening to morale as the exodus of jun-
ior officers.
One-hundred-seventy-six officers also sat

in the House of Commons during the Amer-
ican Revolution and their views were public-
ly recorded. They were more privileged
than most officers. Often they were from
wealthy aristocratic families, and belonged
to elite regiments. On the whole very con-
servative, and they believed that Britain
had the right to govern America. More than
eighty of them supported the ministry's
coercive policies, and only twenty opposed
them.
But while a few like Herbert managed to

avoid active service until France entered
the war, proportionately more of those who
opposed coercion served in the war than
those who favored it. An officer who spoke
or voted against the war in Parliament could
not expect any concessions from the King
or the ministry. If his regiment was ordered
abroad, he had to go and uphold his respon-
sibility as an officer in order to cast himself
in the role of a responsible critic. Thus
Captain Richard Fitzpatrick who described
the minister's policies as "ruinous," went
with his regiment to the colonies in 1777,
distinguished himself, and then returned
home to renew his attacks on the ministry
and the war.
Many British officers were strongly

opposed to the American war and at least
one of the commanders in chief allowed his
preference for a negotiated peace to
interfere with tactics and strategy. But the
British army performed remarkably well in
an unpopular and difficult war. It retained
its coherence and morale through a succes-
sion of defeats and disappointing campaigns.
It did so because nearly all officers who
went to America were determined — or
resigned — to do their duty to King and
country.
The purchase system had allowed dissi-

dent junior officers to sell their commissions
to other young men who were not just will-
ing but enthusiastic about putting down the
rebellion. And if senior officers could not
resign so easily, they did have a strong
sense of obligation to carry out the kings
orders, however unpalatable they might be.
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NEWS & NO TICES

Alumni Nominated
for Board

In accordance with the Association of Rice
Alumni Bylaws, the 1981 executive board bal-
lot is published here. The association's stand-
ing committee on nominations selects the nom-
inees each year, and the ballots are mailed to
alumni in mid-March. Those who are elected
Will serve a three-year term, beginning July 1,
1981.
The names of other alumni may be placed on

the official ballot by petition. Such a petitioh
must have the signatures of at least thirty par-
ticipating members, however, and must be
delivered to the executive director of the alum-
ni association within thirty days of the publica-
tion of this notice.

Candidates nominated for the board in 1981
are as follows.
Position One
1. John Coleman '59
2. RaY Watkin Hoagland '36
Position Two
1. Marshall Ferguson Robertson '32
2. Jack Williams '34
Position Three
1. Patsy Reinshagen Costa '49
2- Geane Brogniez Jeffrey '46
Position Four
1. Ellen Elizardi Kelley '71
2. Russ Pitman '58
Position Five
1. Bob Garlington '62
2. Harry Holmes '66
Position Six
1. Richard Bost '76
2. Karen Ostrum '77
There will also be an election for alumni gov-

ernor, who will serve on the university's board
of governors. The new governor will serve a
four-year term beginning July 1 of this year.
Candidates nominated to fill this important
Position are as follows.
Alumni Governor
1- William Kieschnick '47
2. Roger Wheeler '46

Duncan Reelected
Charles W. Duncan, Jr. '47 has been
reelected a trustee of the university. Dun-
can was vice chairman of the board until he
resigned in 1977 to serve first as deputy
secretary of defense and, since August
1979, as secretary of energy in the Carter
adMinistration.

Bibliophile's Delight
Received

Fondren Library has acquired a rare Span-
ish edition of the Histoire Naturelle of
Georges-Louis Leclerc Buffon (1707-1788),
a famed french naturalist. The $10,000
twenty-one-volume set was funded by Dr.
sarl Douglas Mitchell in honor of his wife
I) 

Douglas
Welder Mitchell. University Librar-

ian Samuel Carrington termed the Mitchell
gift "truly magnificent — a bibliophile's
"light."
The Histoire, an account of the whole of

nature, was undertaken by Buffon under
the patronage of French minister of the
Marine J.F.P. de Maurepas in 1739.
Although Buffon died before he completed
the fifty proposed volumes, he managed to
cover most of natural history, from minerals
t..° reptiles to birds. Buffon interspersed his
uescriptions with philosophical discussions
of nature in an attempt to liven up his topic.
Printed in Madrid between 1791 and

1805, the Rice acquisition is from the first
,111:1 second printings of the Histoire, and
leatures 484 hand-colored engraved plates
aId two maps. The volumes are kept in
tIght security at the Woodson Research
Center in the Fondren Library.

The late Dorothy Dawson Looney '22 at her graduation.

Looney Gift Received
In her will Dorothy "Peggie" Dawson Looney
'22 left an estate of about $1.5 million to Rice.
That gift followed many years of service and
concern for the university. Her commitment
started when she came to Texas to attend the
then young Rice Institute, according to her
husband Ralph Looney. "She lived in the Mid-
west and she didn't know a soul in Houston, but
she wanted to go to Rice."

"Gifts such as this represent the best of Rice
University. Dorothy Looney had a lifetime
committment to the ideals and goals of Rice,"
says W. W. Akers, vice president for adminis-
tration. "Not only will this gift give important
support to a vital research program at Rice, but
it will serve as a reminder of her work for the
betterment of those around her."

During her senior year she served as associ-
ate editor of the Campanile. As an alumna, she
took an interest in the Fondren library, was a

member of the Society of Rice University
Women, and a member of the Axson Club,
which furnished a scholarship for a Rice girl.
"She never would hear anything bad said about
Rice," Looney says.
The estate will form an endowment named in

honor of both Ralph and Dorothy Looney for
medical research. "She wanted to do some-
thing that might help the world," Looney
explains. "There are lots of places that do medi-
cal research but there is always the need for
more, until we know the cure for things like
cancer. Mrs. Looney wanted her name to
live on."

During Dorothy Dawson Looney's lifetime,
the couple also gave several important rare
books to the library. Her interest in research
and learning was fostered in the course of a thir-
ty-one year career as a high school teacher and
administrator_

Math Conference Scheduled
Between February 25-28 an unusual math con-
ference at Rice will draw experts from around
the country. The subject, global nonlinear
problems in partial differential equations, has
applications in a variety of areas including:
quantum field theory and relativity, geology
and geophysics, diffusion and reaction process-
es, kinetics of phase transfer. It is a new area of
study, and according to Sam Worden '35, a geo-
physicist who is backing the conference, the
techniques involved "are the most important
innovation for scientific development in the
next decade."

Worden, who suggested the conference,
believes that "this country has got to get back
to being a leader in mathematical advances."
This mathematical method may be the answer
to that, he explains.
The interdisciplinary conference will allow

interaction between scientists who deal with
global nonlinear problems in partial differential
equations and mathematicians who are inter-
ested in nonlinear analysis.

Conference sessions will begin each morn-
ing at 9 AM in the Chemistry Lecture Hall.

Arts at Rice 
THEATRE FESTIVAL OFFERED 
"It loses something in the translation" is a
ready excuse for disappointing punchlines
and bad storytellers. However, it is a valid
problem when studying drama outside its
native tongue. Who knows Moliere's satire
or Sartre's existential vocabulary better
than the French? And what German scholar
would admit Faust is adequate in English?
In an effort to present an International

Drama Festival, several foreign language
departments are preparing plays in their
intended milieu. Last year was the first
attempt at this adventure when one Italian
and two French plays shared a week of
evening performances. Audiences were
abundant and enthusiastic. Language stu-
dents from local high schools joined Rice
students, and the active Houston language
clubs were happy to support this endeavor.

This year the projects are more ambi-
tious. Last year classrooms became thea-
tres to accommodate the plays. The Grand
Hall of the Rice Memorial Center is this
year's spacious location for the late March
festival.
The International Drama Festival will be

just that with Spanish, French, German,
and Italian pieces. The collection of tenta-
tive selections would impress any antholo-
gizer. Susan Clark, associate professor of
German and director of the German play,
has narrowed her choice to a late medie-
val Renaissance or Baroque piece. Linn
Konrad, assistant professor of French, is
directing the Jules Romain play Knock.
Though the performance is not until April
10 and 11, tryouts and rehearsals began
in November.

In anticipation of the festival, Joan Boor-
man, associate professor of Spanish and
Portuguese, is teaching a Spanish course in
applications of modern drama theory. This
overview aims to study trends in the con-
cepts of drama from Aristotelian philosophy
through the absurdists and contemporary
existentialists. She plans on using an exam-
ple of an absurdist play and a social satire
for the March performance. "After studying
how drama is communicated in each of its
varied forms," Boorman theorizes, "my stu-
dents will have the opportunity to witness
the approaches to presenting a play. Then,
we'll be able to devote classtime to produc-
tion and set design."
The pool of bilingual students hampers

the possibility of a cast of thousands; how-
ever, Boorman insists there are enough lin-
guists to fill the necessary roles. "You don't
have to be fluent to memorize your lines.
Though," she adds with a grin, "it certainly
helps if you are forced to ad-lib."
The tradition that began last year is

scheduled to expand with each festival. In
years to come a full range of plays from the
language departments will be represented
as well as possible contributions from com-
munity colleges or high schools in the area.
The spring festival should begin in late
March, so get out your French-English dic-
tionary and join the divertissement.

Ole
If you have always wanted to speak Spanish
or you like to eat paella, you can enroll
along with Rice students in a summer pro-
gram in Spain. Classes will be held in Se-
ville from June 1 to July 4. The course may
be taken for credit or not. Along with Span-
ish conversation, civilization, and Golden
Age Drama, participants will visit cities of
cultural interest in Southern and Central
Spain.
The cost for the program is $1500 for

everything but transportation to Seville,
books, and personal expenses.
For more information contact: Maria

Teresa Leal, Director, Summer Program
in Spain, Department of Spanish, Rice Uni-
versity, Houston, Texas 77001; (713)
527-4863.
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Excavating Galveston

Graduate student Texas Anderson led the archaeological dig in Galveston.

A group of archaeologists from Rice and the
Houston area are rediscovering history as
they excavate the front yard of the old Ash-
ton Villa mansion in Galveston. Chairperson
of the Houston Archeological Society and
Rice graduate student Texas Anderson
leads a group of ten volunteers, including
Rice graduate students Roger Moore and
Shirley Wetzel, in a dig which has already
uncovered many interesting structures.

Ashton Villa was built in 1859 by one of
Galveston's leading citizens, James Moreau
Brown. Brown, a brick mason, has been
credited with building the first brick jail on
Galveston Island. A predominantly brick
structure, Ashton Villa survived both the
Great Fire of 1885 and the 1900 Hurricane.
After the hurricane, most of Galveston,

Athletic Success
Stories Sought

Records that were exuberantly shattered or
tales of courage on the playing field are
suitable material to enter an essay contest
on successful past or present Rice athletes.
The competition, which is being sponsored
by John and Elsa Schneider Holland '30/'31,
is open to alumni, students, and faculty.
John, who ran with the cross-country

track team his first two years at Rice, says
he hopes the competition will improve
Rice's athletic reputation. "My entire family
finished at Rice and is interested in its
development," he explains. "It is my deci-
sion to try to improve Rice's standing with
high school students by printing success
stories about our athletes."
Essays should be no less than 2500

words, grammatically correct, and submit-
ted with the permission of the subject of
the essay. Deadline for entry is March 15.

First prize is set at $1,000; second is
$700 and third is $300. A committee select-
ed by Athletic Director Augie Erfurth will
announce the winner on May 1. Essays
should be sent or brought to the Rice
Alumni Office, P.O. Box 1892, Houston
77001. Rice reserves the right to edit or
publish all or part of any success story
submitted.

including Ashton Villa, went through a
grade raising of several feet. The sand and
dirt that were used as filler also served to
seal and preserve any artifacts that were
buried in the raising.
Anderson and her team have uncovered

many structures that they hope will add to
the knowledge of both Ashton Villa and its
former occupants. "We're trying to show a
direct relationship between the artifacts and
the human behavior that generated them,"
said Anderson in a Houston Chronicle arti-
cle. Last fall the group discovered several
walls which they believe to be the old cor-
ral. Old rib bones from El Mina Temple
barbeques were dug up through the yard,
and wrought iron stairs were discovered
under the reception hall. One of the most

puzzling discoveries was made on the day
before they closed the site in December,
however. A routine sample uncovered what
the team believes is a trough or well which
is under the foundation of the walls built in
the nineteenth century. When excavation
continues in April, Anderson says, she
hopes to investigate the "well" more close-
ly, as well as the area underneath the ball-
room.
James Deetz, a professor of anthropology

at Berkeley and "the foremost historic sites
archaeologist in America," according to
Anderson, will be consulting at the excava-
tion this spring. Deetz will combine consult-
ing work with a series of lectures in the
Houston and Galveston area.

This seventeenth century French print of the Rape of Europa is among the classical and
neoclassical paintings, sculptures, and Prints on exhibit at the Sewall Gallery until February 28.

Oliver Discusses
Iranian Deal

Immediately after the release of thehostages,
Rice professor and former ambassador_ to
_Colombia Covey T. Oliver was quoted in the
Houston Chronicle in favor of the Carter admin-
istration's handling of the Iranian crisis. Oliver,
who is the Radoslav A. Tsanoff professor of
public affairs, commented that considering the
course the administration chose to follow, "we
have come out of this quite well." In general,
Oliver said, Carter handled the hostage crisis
ably. Oliver says that although he is bitter about
the taking of the hostages, he feels that rela-
tions with Iran should improve, if only for eco-
nomic reasons. "It is in Iran's interest to[ volun-
tarily settle their business and commercial
claims 1," he said, "to normalize its economic
relations with the world. Credit ratings are
important to [the Iranians 1," he added.

Homes Sought for
Foreign Students

Rice's Intensive Language Program is looking
for temporary homes for its foreign students.
According to Charlotte LeHecka of the Office
of Continuing Studies, families are needed to
provide a student with room and board at
agreed-upon rates and the opportunity to prac-
tice English. Students in this program usually
stay for two to ten months. If you're interested
in housing a foreign student, please contact the
Office of Continuing Studies at 527-4011.

The Brown
Challenge

GOALS GREATLY SURPASSED 
During 1980, the fifth year of the Brown Chal-
lenge $5,237,619 was raised for the universi-
ty's current operations from alumni, the gover-
nors, corporations, and friends of the
university. That total is almost twice the goal
set by the Brown Foundation.
For a ten-year period which began in 1976,

the Brown Foundation is matching funds given
to the university for current operations. The
challenge, which was set up by George R.
Brown '20, was designed to encourage new
patterns of support for the university.
"When you look at the total in 1976 and the

total this year, that has to be the most impres-
sive thing," says a very happy Margaret "Sully"
Alsobrook, director of development.
"When we started the Brown challenge

would have said you were flat crazy if you had
told me this year's total," says WW. Akers,
vice president for administration. "Then, I was
worried about meeting the first year's goals and
I knew we couldn't meet it later on. But after
the performance the past years, these totals
didn't exceed my expectations."
"We should recognize that the many volun-

teers and the staff spent many hours working at
this. It didn't just happen. It was a cooperative
effort," adds Helen Saba Worden '38, chairman
of the Rice University Fund Council.
The total given by the board, $1,721,453, is

particularly impressive, according to Also-
brook. It is the-highest from any of the four cat-
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egories. The alumni came up with a whopping
$1,280,833, which is a 29 percent increase
over what they gave the year before. Corpora-
tions, including matching gifts for alumni contri-
butions, added up to $1,538,645. Non-alumni
friends came up with $696, 688.
The Brown Foundation matches repeat gifts

With $1 for every $2 given, but for new or
increased portions they match $2 for every $1
given. For the five most recent classes of alum-
ni, the foundation matches $4 for every $1
given.
Though the foundation is only pledged to

match funds up to the goals set out in the origi-
nal challenge, "the encouraging thing is that the
foundation has matched our overages," says
Akers. "So every additional dollar earns more
money. They have no obligation to do that."
A record total of seventeen classes could

count over 50 percent of their members as
donors. Previously, only twelve classes had
been able to reach that mark in any one year.
Under the Brown Challenge rules, special
bonuses totaling up to $50,000 are awarded for

lenge was Kathy James '76. Knowing the
importance of meeting the challenge, she
rushed up to the development office this year
on New Year's Eve at 4:45 PM to get her contri-
bution in before she fell out of the category
where dollars are matched 4:1.
Mary Bentley Arnold '36, who has volun-

teered to help Rice's fundraising efforts for
many years and has served as chairman of the
telefund volunteers for the past several years
was delighted with the 1980 results. "We had
more telefund volunteers than we've ever had
before and we appreciate everything they're
doing because they help make these totals go
up." Akers adds with a smile, "We've got a
large cadre of very dedicated workers. The
efforts the board has made in both time and
money is a model for any university. And,
we've got the best development office in the
country."

S. I. Morris '35 the current chairman of the
annual fund, though pleased with this year's
totals, says, "I think we've really got a chal-
lenge for next year."

Jeff Page, a Wiess junior, other students, and alumni volunteers made the telefund a success
again this year.

Classes that achieve such participation. "Class
Chairmen of classes that have gone over 50 per-
cent worked very hard," says Alsobrook. "It is
because of their efforts and continued leader-
ship that these classes go over the mark."
Knowing the bonus that Rice will receive if they
can get their class over the mark, class chair-
men have been Imovvn to plead passionately
With the recalcitrants if their class is close.
The class of 1931, under the leadership of

Elsa Schneider Holland donated the most mon-
ey of any class with $124,100. The class of
1945, chaired by John F. Joplin, followed with
$54,578. Mildred Dattner Ganchan chaired the
effort for the class of 1940. They finished third
with $48,434.

In spite of the fight with inflation and the com-
Petition from other universities and charities,
Rice's figures look better than ever. Alsobrook
believes that is due in part to "some exciting
new projects on the campus including some
current renovations." "
"Everybody is out there trying to dream up

ways to get more funds for current operations
and there's no doubt that the Brown Challenge
has had a very favorable influence on Rice's
gifts."
As much as the challenge, however, Also-

brook credits "the absolute dedication of some
of the workers. Some of them have just taken it
as a personal challenge. They've worked every
Year, from the chairman of the Rice University
Fund Council to telefund volunteers. Even the
students who come up to telephone make a big

difference."
One student who worked part time in the

Development Office the first year of the chal-

BROWN CHALLENGE
1980

Category Brown Goal Amount
Raised

Alumni $ 715,000 $1, 280, 833
Board of

Governors 750,000 1, 721, 453
Corporations 960,000 1, 538, 645
Non-Alumni

Friends 200,000 696,688

Totals $2,625,000 $5,237,619

BROWN CHALLENGE
CUMULATIVE REPORT

1976

1976-1980

Total Raised*
$1,814.323

Brown
Matching Funds

$1,503,226
1977 $2, 309, 373 $1, 778, 757
1978 $3, 153, 534 $2, 233, 862
1979 $4, 027, 070 $2, 496, 369
1980 $5,237,619 $ To be

determined

*Gilts for current operations only

Classes with 50 percent participation: 1916,
1917, 1918, 1919, 1921, 1924, 1925, 1926,
1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1934, 1936,
1937, 1938.

Winter Sports News

Sophomore Kay Snell has been setting records for the women's swim team.

Basketball

The Rice men's team is earning a reputation
this year as "most improved team in the South-
west Conference." Eighth in the SWC last sea-
son, Rice was seeded fourth this season by
Street and Smith, a respected basketball maga-
zine. They seem to be living up to the predic-
tion, having won two and lost two; their overall
record is 6-7, as of late January.
Coach Mike Schuler sees the main problem

as defense. "We aren't mean enough," he says.
"They're very good kids -not by nature mean
and nasty." The team is young, with only one
senior, Anthony DeCello, starting. Schuler
says that the addition of freshmen hopefuls
Teddy Johnson and Tyrone Washington has
kept the other players on their toes.

In opening SWC play this January, Rice lost
to cross-town rival University of Houston 62-
57, but student spectators didn't hesitate to
remind the Cougar fans of Rice's 35-7 football
victory against the Houston in November. The
Owls recovered with a 56-51 win against TCU
on January 6, but lost to Baylor 72-61 a week
later.

In the most exciting game so far this season,
Rice won in the last second of overtime against
Texas Tech on January 17. As the buzzer
sounded, Ricky Pierce scored with a corner
shot, leaving Rice with a 52-50 victory.
The Rice women's team is also playing well.

They stand at 9-6 overall and 5-3 in state Divi-
sion II play. The team hopes to live up to last
year's season when they went to state AIAW
Division II finals. Success seems likely, consid-
ering that the team lost none of last year's start-
ers. Leading the Lady Owls is Pat Krieger, last
year's state AIAW Division II "Player of the
Year." Another asset to Rice is Goya Qualls, a
dominant force on the court. The Owls are hav-
ing "foul problems," says Coach Linda Tucker,
but she feels they are holding up well under the
pressure of playing many Division I teams dur-
ing regular season.

Swimming

The Rice swim team is performing well this
season, breaking both school and personal
records. In the first meet of the season against
Southern Methodist, All-Americans Kay Snell
and Karen Hight and freshmen Kathy Batho
and Suzie Deetz finished ahead of SMU's best
in the 200-yard medley relay, setting a new

Rice record and making a national qualifying
time. Both the men's and women's team swam
well in the All-American Invitational in Austin
against such powerhouse teams as UCLA and
UT-Austin. Brad Borg and Greg Hollis set Rice
records in 500-yard freestyle and the 200-yard
butterfly, respectively. Snell, Flight, Batho,
and Deetz set another Rice record at the Austin
meet in the 400-yard medley relay. Snell also
performed well individually, capturing a tenth
in the 100-yard backstroke and eleventh in the
200-yard backstroke.
Coach Fred Breckwoldt also noted the

impressive performances of Gina Ga skin in the
100-yard freestyle, Mark Jenkins in the 200-
yard freestyle, and Chris Gerken in the 50- and
100-yard freestyles.
The women's team placed eighth in the

National AIAW Division II Championship last
spring, and it looks like they may make an even
stronger showing this year.

Athletic Honors

Three Rice athletes will have the unusual honor
of being considered along with such great ath-
letes as football star Earl Campbell and basket-
ball star Moses Malone for the title of "Houston
Athlete of the Year." Randy Hertel (football),
Ricky Pierce (basketball) and Kay Snell (swim-
ming) will represent Rice at a banquet given by
the Houston Sportswriters and Sportscasters
Association in early February to name the
winner. Being considered for the title are ath-
letes from area professional, college and high
school teams.

Alumni Support

Though the Owls lost to the Houston Cougars
on the basketball court, alumni turned up in
force to support the team. It was called the sec-
ond annual "Cougar Crunch." The Reboun-
der's Club invited all alumni to their party after
the game to meet the basketball coach.
Coming up, the alumni are again expected to

turn out in large numbers for the dedication of
the new track stadium. There will be a reunion
of the '64, '65, '67, '71 track teams at the Rice
Invitational Meet on March 14. Afterwards
alumni are invited to a cash bar before dinner at

8 P.m. Call the Athletic Office for more informa-

tion and reservations, (713) 527-8101 ext.
2441.
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Rice Club News

CORPUS CHRISTI

The alumni group sponsored a Christmas
party for prospective students at the home
of Florence Kendrick Beatty '35. All Corpus
Christi alumni were invited.

DALLAS 

On November 22, the Dallas group gath-
ered for a pre-Thanksgiving celebration at
the Doubletree Inn. Gilbert Cuthbertson,
professor of political science, spoke to the
group of about fifty people. His topic was
The Physics of Texas Politics. Kathy Alcorn
Duffle '51, executive director of the alumni
association, also attended from Houston.
The group has a busy schedule lined up

for the spring, including a workshop on
recruiting students, a seminar on invest-
ments, and joining alumni from Houston to
see the Chinese Bronzes at the Kimbell
Museum. They are also setting up a mini-
lecture series patterned after the Alumni
Institute.

FORT WORTH 

On January 30, Joe Reilly '49, the alumni
association's area club chairman, and Kathy
Alcorn Duffle '51 traveled to Fort Worth to
meet with alumni. Establishing a Rice Club
in the area was the topic of conversation at
an evening reception.

Local alumni were also invited to join
several groups from Houston that flew up
to see the Chinese Oronzes.

NEW ORLEANS 

On January 21, the development office,
alumni office, and admissions office joined
forces to put on a Rice Today program for
area alumni and a student recruiting ses-
sion. 'Ira Gruber, professor of history,
spoke to the evening gathering .of alumni
and parents of students on the American
War for Independence.

SAN ANTONIO 

The Rice Club in San Antonio held an
organizational meeting on November 19 at
the First Federal Savings and Loan party
room. It was well attended and well organ-
ized thanks to Doug Harlan '64. The movie
which is a walking tour of the Rice campus
was shown.

Betty Wray Venson '75 was elected pres-
ident for 1981, and Steve Weakley '72 was
made vice president and president elect.
John E. Banks '76 became treasurer and
Gay Zucht Wright '57 is secretary.
John and Jill Isbell Slimp '731'73 will han-

dle student recruiting. John Jockusch '41
will be the annual fund representative, and
Barbie Siever '77 will supervise academic
affairs. Bob Brusenham '52 will plan social
events, and Charles W. Young '51 will look
after communications. Oscar Teegerstrom
'56 will coordinate information on student
financial aid, and Ike Neumann '51 and
Lamoine Holland '55 will take care of athlet-
ic planning.

Keith O'Gorman '70 wrote the club's con-
stitution which calls for two annual meetings
— spring and fall.
The club also sponsored a party at

Christmas for prospective students at the
home of the Brusenhams.

WASHINGTON D.C. 

The steering committee met with Martha
Murphree, associate director of the alumni
association, in early February to organize
future events.

Giving Clubs Welcome
New Members

The Founder's Club and President's Club were
established in the fall of 1970 as a means of
bringing together alumni, parents and friends
who give substantial support for Rice's current
operations. Membership is on an annual basis
(July 1 through the following June 30) and

includes the individual and his or her spouse.
First-time Founder's Club members during the
months of October, November and December
are:
Dr. & Mrs. H. Eugene Banta '27
Clarence A. Schuman '31
Mrs. John H. Heinzerling '34
Mr. & Mrs. A. Frank Smith, Jr. '37/'39
Mr. & Mrs. T. E Glass, Jr. '39/'40
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Marsh, Jr. '39
Edward P. & Virginia Offutt '39/'40
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Sample, Jr. '48
Mr. 8/ Mrs. William A. Kistler, Jr.—/'49
Dr. & Mrs. Harry A. Deans '53
T. Benson Ford '53
Mr. & Mrs. Joe L. Pollak, Jr. '56
Mr. & Mrs. Harvin C. Moore, Jr. '59
Mr. & Mrs. Melbern G. Glasscock '61/62
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Robertson '61
Mr. & Mrs. L.P. McDuff '63
Dr. & Mrs. Jethro William Meek '67
Edward B. Hinders '71
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Johnson '71
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Estes
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Mlcak
First-time President's Club members during
the months of October, November and Decem-
ber are:
Mrs. Annie B. Belstrom '21
Mrs. A. T. Webber '22
Mrs. Earl Smith Cain '23
Thomas W Van Cleave '27
Edwin M. Wolf '27
Charles H. Dorman, Jr. '28
Dr. & Mrs. S. Baron Hardy '28/'28
William E. Skelton '29
Mrs. William Howard Hake '30
Miss Mae Estelle Meyers '30
Mr. & Mrs. T. E DuPont, Jr. '31/31
Mr. & Mrs. William McLaurin McKay '31
Mr. & Mrs. F. F. Calhoun '32
Mr. & Mrs. David Malcom Cummings '32
Leslie P. Graff '32
Mrs. Chester Jeane '32
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Capehart '33
Mr. & Mrs. Anton J. Martinkus '33
Joseph Bruce Hancock '33
Dr. John William Armstrong '36
Mr. & Mrs. Hudson D. Carmouche
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Robinson '34
*Mr. John Charles McWhirter '35
Mrs. John Charles McWhirter '35
Mr. '& Mrs. Rudolph F. Cecalek '36
Mrs. Eiko Arai Harper '36
Mr. & Mrs. Wilford V. Morris '37
George Whitlaw Mackey '38
Miss Reba Alice Beeler '39
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph P. Roe '39
William E. Berry, Jr. '40
William R. Burns, Jr. '40
Mr. & Mrs. Eliot D. Ernst '40/'41
Frank W. Carswell '41
Hagen Taylor '41
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest L. Vogt, Jr. '41
Jennings A. Massingill '42
Mr. & Mrs. Harris C. Eastwood —/43
Dallas Euel Hawkins II '44
Mr. & Mrs. John E. McCleary, Jr. —144
E.C. Nicar, Jr. '46
Mrs. Norma J. Pritchett '46
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Barrett '48
Charles I. Cook '48
Mr. & Mrs. Howard F. Smith '48
Russell N. Lowman '49
Col. & Mrs. William B. Gandin '50
Mr. & Mrs. Walter James Stetter '50
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marcus Valerius '50
Mr. & Mrs. Leo W. Wroten '50
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stanley McMurtray '51
Louis W. Moreno '51
Cal Dean Hill, Jr. & Virginia Smith Hill '52/53
Mr. & Mrs. Jack S. Hudgins '5?
Richard M. Griffith '53
Rev. & Mrs. Gerald T. O'Keefe '53/'59
Dr. L. Kent Bendall '54
Dr. Richard H. Stanford, Jr. '54
Mr. & Mrs. George Balikos —1'55
Mrs. John Thomas Butters '55
Charles A. Davis, Jr. '55
Mr. & Mrs. Bob W. Maupin '55
Dr. & Mrs. Dale E. Miller '55
Mr. & Mrs. Troy G. Rankin '55
Mr. & Mrs. Porter K. Dobbins '56
Dr. Edwin Kashy '56
David C. Watkins '57

Ellis C. McCullough '58
Mr. & Mrs. Walter J. Teachworth '59
Mr. & Mrs. H.M. Bennett '60
Arthur L. Foust '60
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Hanna '60
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pommier —/'60
Mr. & Mrs. Hans J. Copek —P61
Dr. & Mrs. Darcey G. Kobs, Jr. '61
Mr. & Mrs. Weldon McFarland '61
James E Armstrong '62
Miss Mary Aurelia McCain '62
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Arnold '63
Dr. Joseph C. Beck '63
Danny Feagin '63
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest M. Honig, Jr. '63/64
Grant Hutchins '63
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Lilliott III '63
Dr. & Mrs. Craig R. Nolte —P63
Mr. & Mrs. James Knox Peden III '63/64
Ronald P. Wilder '63
Dr. & Mrs. Chang Sheng Wu '63
Frank William Collard '64
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Price Ganchan, Jr. '64
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Larry Davis '64/64
William C. Johnson '64
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Edward Letscher, Jr. '64
Mrs. Charles S. Miller '64
Dr. & Mrs. Michael C. McGoodwin '65/'66
Dr. & Mrs. Preston W. Staats, Jr. '65/'66
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas C. Taylor '65
Mr. & Mrs. Malcom Ernest Walker '65/'65
James E. & Mary K. Bailey '66/'67
J. David Black '66
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Dennis '66
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Wilson Epley III '66
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Edwin Gunn '70/66
Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Russ '66
Dr. & Mrs. Dagobert Llanos Brito '67/'67
Dr. & Mrs. Ben Duh '67
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce M. McKay '68/'67
Alan C. Shapiro '67
Mr. & Mrs. John Todd Lewis '68
Dr. & Mrs. Julian Sandler '68
Dr. & Mrs. Kerry Dale Savage '68
Dr. & Mrs. Joe M. Straus '68
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie G. Hazlitt —P69
Stephen S. Treadwell III '69
Dr. & Mrs. Leroy G. Wade, Jr. '69
James E. Connor, Jr. '70
David R. & Christine M. Drake '70/'71
Dr. & Mrs. Chin Houi Lin '70
Mrs. Emily H. Lonsford '70
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wayne Alexander '71
Prof. W. C. Atherton, Jr. '71
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Fred Hees '71
Dr. & Mrs. Donald H. Little '71
Mr. & Mrs. Eff Warren Martin '71
Vardeman & Rebecca Moore '71
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Allan Post '71
Marvin W. Rasmussen '71
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eugene Steele '71
John Judson Turner & Susan Whayne Turner
'71/72
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Anderson Willborn '71
Linda Jean Broocks '72
Capt. William Ted Farmer '72
Bettye Gilliam '72
Mr. & Mrs. Steven D. Govreau '72
Rodney Joseph Hoffman '72
Kris Anthony McCormack, M.D. '72
Bradford Earl Morris '72
Lorna Leigh Salzman '72
Dr. J. Todd Scharnberg, Jr. '72
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Spruill '72
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Thompson '72
Mr. Jerry Wayne Tillery '72
Ronald W. Beasley '73
Jim & Susan Walters Dietzmann '73/'75
Julie Gianelloni '73
Michael Eugene Holmes '73
Marilyn Marshall Jones '73
Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. Kuebler '73
William C. Lukes '73
David C. & Kathleen Ryan McLaurin '73/'73
Dr. William James McNeill '73
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Remy '73
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Allen Wellner '73/'73
Brenda C. Case '74
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Cordray '74/'76
Carl Eads '74
Charles V. Johnson, Jr. '74
Mark H. Onak & Yvonne A. Onak '74/'76
Curtis A. Cheatham '75
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Reed Hammon '75/'77
Dr. Mary Beth McIntire '75

Brian T. Murphy '75
Keith Allan Vanderlee '75
Richard W. Verm '75
Robert C. Visser, Jr. '75
Edward G. Weaver, Jr. '75
Mark E. Webb '75
John Paul Beltran '76
Dana Adrienne Burch '76
Forrest G. & Cheryl A. Kellert '76
John P. Kelly, M.D. '76
Charles H. Kleiman '76
Dr. & Mrs. Louis John Marchiafava '76
Ronald L. Newman '76
Lee & Cherilyn Schmoe '76/'78
Richard Schechter '76
Bruce W Schultz '76
Dennis Ray Shipman '76
Robert Bryan Thomas '76
Teresa Louise Trant '76
Brenda Whalen '76
Fred R. Clayton '77
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel L. Metcalfe III '78/'77
Mr. & Mrs. William Kim Noland '77
William Allen Nunley '77
Elizabeth Weems '77
Frank A. Duca '78
Cyrus Esphahanian '78
Debora Ng Jee '78
Jeffrey G. Libby '78
Susan D. & Richard 0. Moore, Jr. '80/'78
Thomas A. Sagona '78
Jennifer Stepler '78
Bruce E. Waggoner '78
John S. Wawrose '78
William W. Zeigler '78
Bradley Keith Alford '79
Sunny & Frances Aparicio '79
Gifford W Chen '79
Steve Ashburn '79
Peter B. Camp '79
James V. Cavender III '79
Joseph Anthony Di Quinzio, Jr. '79
Caroline Freeman '79
Jill Gary '79
Helen C. Kegel '79
Kate J. Marcus '79
Susan Mezynski '79
James Robert Shaw '79
Janet Lynn Wilkins '79
Tee Bednar '82
Dr. & Mrs. Robert E Barry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Bartol
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Brannoq
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Cable
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Chiselko
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Colquhoun
Mr. & Mrs. Justin E Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Crisp
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E Desel
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley D. Dorman, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Ely
Mr. & Mrs. William Leon Farris
Mr. & Mrs. Morton Fefer
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Furlong
Mr. & Mrs. Hilton L. Gay
Mrs. Mary A. Gibner
Mr. & Mrs. Billy D. Gillentine
Mr. & Mrs. Howard A. Grayson
Mr. & Mrs. Jerald S. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Delmas A. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. H. P. Jeffreys
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis W. King
Mr. & Mrs. Joe D. Kocks
Mr. & Mrs. N. E Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Loose
Dr. Larry V. McIntire
Mr. & Mrs. Jack C. Maier
Frank Mango
Mr. & Mrs. Rex W. Milton
Mr. Mrs. Roy D. Rainey
Ben & Joan Ronn
Diane M. Ronningen
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Rosene
Mr. & Mrs. J. G. Rudd
Mr. & Mrs. Taneji Shinbu
Mr. & Mrs. S. Gerald Simon
Mr. & Mrs. McElroy Smith
Mr. & Mrs. W. Sokolyk
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Stemple
Mr. & Mrs. Reysen Tsai
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Vanderlee
Mr. & Mrs. Joe E. Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Wiedeman
* deceased
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1916-1949
Charles Mims BA '32 recently retired
from his medical practice of forty years in
Mission, Texas. In 1977 he was named
Doctor of the Year at the Mission Municipal

Hospital. Helen S.
Worden BA '38,
one of Rice's alumni
governors, has been
elected to the Berry
College and Berry
Academy Board of
Trustees. The college

  and academy is locat-
ed in Mount Berry, Georgia. Gloria
McDermith Shatto BA '54 PhD '66 is

president of it.J. Edward Loeffler, Jr.
BS '41 reports, "I have retired from Dia-
mond Shamrock Corporation, Electrolytic
Systems Divison in Chardon, Ohio. Retire-
ment came after thirty-three years of ser-
vice in various locations and divisions of the

corporation. We just moved from Kirtland,
Ohio to Elkins Lake in Huntsville, Texas."
Robert G. Marshall BA '41 MA '46,
Professor of French at Sweet Briar College
and director of the Sweet Briar Junior Year
in France, has been honored by the Repub-
lic of France with the title "Chevalier
Ordres des Palmes Academiques." The
award was granted because of his contribu-
tions in furthering the spread of French lan-

guage and culture and encouraging cordial

relations between France and the United
States. Walter S. Symonds, Jr. BS '41
has been named an associate in the archi-

tectural and design firm of Caudill Rowlett
. Scott (CRS) Inc. He is a construction

administrator for CRS. June Siegert Hol-
ly BA '42 relates, "I've been slow in writ-
ing, but enjoy hearing about other Rice
alums, so I decided to let them know where
I am. I received my master's degree in
sociology from the University of Houston in
1974 and my doctorate in education in
1980. I am currently the executive director
for the Houston Center for the Humanities,
an urban program under the National

Endowment for the Humanities. My office

is at Autry House, right across from the
Rice Campus." Holly has three children:

Melissa, who lives in Forth Worth with her

husband and three children; Douglas who
is the father of two and is a CPA and a law

student at John Marshall School of Law in

Chicago; and Jimmy, who lives in Houston.

C. H. Shackelford '42, the president of
Restland-Laurel Land Memorial Parks, has
been elected president of the 2,100 mem-

ber National Association of Cemetaries.

Joey R. Horn BA '55 has been named an
associate in the architectural firm of Caudill

Rowlett Scott (CRS)
Inc. in Houston. Tom
McKittrick BS '56,
former president of
the alumni associa-
tion, has been
installed as president
of the Houston Chap-
ter of the American

Institute of Architects. The chapter has
over 12,000
members. Richard B.
Stephens BA '56
has been elected
president of Freeport
Oil Co., a subsidiary
of Freeport Minerals
Co. He has been vice
president of The Lou-

isiana Land and Exploration Co. Frank E.
Seestrom BS '57 Richardson has joined
Pitney Bowes as manager of systems engi-
neering for corporate development.

Ed Ettel BA '63 Will Rice and wife
Mary write, "We recently moved to Dallas
from Ridgefield, Conn. Ed has been pro-
moted to software product planner in IBM
Data Processing Division. Mary and the
two girls, 6 and 10, are glad to be back in
Texas after three years in New England.
We recently spent a month in Europe. Ed
is in the Naval Reserve and was promoted
to Commander in 1978. Guess that's all the
news." Bob Arnett BA '64 Baker and
Ann Pierce Arnett '65 Jones proudly
announced that their son Richard, an eighth
grader at Pershing Jr. High, played the part
of Tiny Tim and two other youth roles in

the Main Street The-
atre's production of
"A Christmas Carol:
Scrooge and Marley."
Albert N. Kidd BS
'64 Hanszen has
been named Tech-
nical Division Man-
ager with Esso

Europe in London A native of Hous-
ton, Kidd began h's career in Exxon's
Rosenberg, Texas production district

n 1965.    Karen
Padgett Davis BA
'65 PhD '69 was
named to a key posi-
tion in the Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services in
late October. She
became adtinistrator

of the Health Resources Administration,
one of the six major agencies of HHS' Pub-

lic Health Service. She has been deputy
assistant secretary for planning and evalua-

tion/health since January 1977. The Health
Resources Administration employs 1,200

and has a budget of $598 million. Davis was
a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution

from 1971-77 before joining the Department

of Health and Human Services. Marine
Major Thomas H. Griffin, Jr. BA '65

Baker has reported for duty with Head-

quarters and Service Battalion, 3rd Force

Service Support Group, based at Camp

Butler on Okinawa. Eloise Ann Melson

BA '65 Jones has received a master of

public administration degree from The
Pennsylvania State University, The Capitol

Campus. Rich B. Meyer, Jr. BA '65

Wiess has been appointed an associate

professor of medicinal chemistry in the Col-
lege of Pharmacy at Washington State Uni-

versity. Terry Feagin BA '67 Wiess was

recently appointed department chairman of
Computer Science at University of Tennes-

see, Knoxville. Rod Seidel BA '68 Baker

has accepted the chief operating position at

Katy Community Hospital in Katy, Texas.

He has been serving as administrator of

Doctors Memorial Hospital in Spartanburg,

South Carolina. Both hospitals are part of

the Lifemark Corporation. Major John P.

Kline, Jr. BA '69 Lovett and Christine

Lewis Kline '69 Brown write, "We took

a lengthly vacation in Texas this past sum-
mer. While in Houston, we toured the Rice

campus, showing our children where we

used to live and study. Also while on vaca-
tion, John received word he would be the

next Marine Aide to President Carter. We

currently live in Arlington City (by the

National Cemetary), just seven minutes

from the White House, where John works."
Norman E. Lanford
BA '69 Baker is a
captain with the USA
Maneuver Area Com-
mand, an Army
Reserve unit. Lan-
ford, a member of the
Combat Service Sup-
port Group E of the

75th USA MAC, was awarded the Army

Commendation Medal for distinguished ser-

All Steamed Up
It is with some of Job's patience and Jonah's courage that Jennings A.

Massingill '42 directs a team of engineers at General Electric in the build-

ing of large steam turbine-driven generators. "These are the most pow-

erful machines made by man and it takes two years to build one from the

time work is started. The largest units are almost as long as a football field

including the entire spinning length of turbine, generator, and exciter,"

he explains reverently.
Most electric power in this country is generated by steam turbine-driv-

en generators and the ones produced under Massingill's supervision at

General Electric constitute a large percentage of all those generators.

"The volume of power is so enormous in these generators. Solar and

wind power do it but they're only a drop in the bucket. They can't meet the

demands. A 1.5 kilowatt machine will furnish all the power for a communi-

ty of 1.2 million people," he continues.
Massingill graduated "with distinction" in electrical engineering during

World War II. The country needed electricity for the war effort, so Mas-

singill immediately went to work for General Electric. He has been devot-

ed to that company, the people that work for him, and generator design

innovations ever since. During the 1980 Homecoming, he was given the

Outstanding Engineer Award by the Rice Engineering Alumni.

Now he is the manager of the generator product engineering division of

G. E. "We're responsible for the engineering on everything that goes out

the back door, and then keeping them running for forty years or more,"

Massingill quotes his manager with a chuckle. "The repair business just

never ends," he adds. "On my first vacation after the war, I had a few days

off at the end of the year. On New Year's Eve I got a phone call saying

there was an emergency in Newark. When the three-day weekend was

over! got back to work on time, but I'd been working the whole holiday."

He modestly disclaims any personal credit for the accomplishments of

his group, saying that everything is a "team effort." However, he has

often been the catalyst for the team. "I've had some real revelations and

then we would work backwards," he admits. One such revelation came

around 1945 when Massingill calculated the electro-magnetic design

process that became the heart of the generator stator winding and stator

core detail design. "A lot of the work was done by a brilliant man who came

before me," he explains. He retired and! took his data folder and sat down

with it. It is still the backbone of our process." During the years since

then, Massingill has continued to improve the design manual in this area.

vice as a Military Police battalion controller
and assistant chief writer for eight major
MP exercises and ARTEPs. The 75th MAC
writes and conducts training exercises and

tests for Army Reserve and National Guard
units throughout the western two-thirds of

the US. Steve F. Montoya, Jr. BS '69
Baker writes, "After completing my

Nephrology Fellowship at LSU Medical

Center Shreveport, I am now medical direc-
tor of St. John's Renal Care Center and

enjoy my private clinical practice of renal
diseases in San Angelo. Gwen and I have
two children: Melissa is two years old and
Steve III was born last January."

Joel D. Taurog BA '70 Lovett and
JoAnn Weinberg Taurog BA '70 Jones
write, "This past July we moved from the

Washington D.C. area to the Twin Cities.

Joel is now an assistant professor in the

department of medicine of the Univ. of Min-

nesota School of Medicine. In addition to

trying to keep up with our children: Aaron

6, and Becky 3, Jo is continuing her pre-

veterinary studies. We all plan to take up

cross-country skiing!" Michael L.

Ettredge BA '71 Wiess, a doctoral

accounting student at the University of

Texas at Austin, recently received a fellow-

ship of $12,000 to finish his course work

and dissertation. The fellowship was estab-

lished by the foundation associated with
Deloitte Haskins &
Sells. J. Peter Jor-
dan BArch '71
Hanszen sent his
picture for the last
issue along with an
announcement of his
new position with
Media Five Limited in
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Honolulu. The picture was left out, due to a
shortage of space. So, for those of you who
were thrilled by his announcement but won-
dered what he looks like now, hereit is.
Bill Caldwell BA '72 Wiess has some-
thing to add to the "It's a Small World After
All" Department — "In November, after
attending the annual meeting of the South-
ern Historical Association in Atlanta, I
attended a recital by the Emory University
Chorus. I had no idea that Glenn Morris
BA '73 Wiess was participating in the
symphony that night until that musical
group filed in and began the performance.
Glenn and I had a brief but pleasant reunion
after the recital was completed." Leslie L.
McCollom BA '72 MA '75 Jones says,.
"I graduated from the UT Law School in
Austin in 1980, and have become a partner
in the firm of Feeney, O'Hanlon & Moore,
P.C. in Austin, Texas, joining the ranks of
the hordes of lawyers trying to make a liv-
ing in this town. I am currently trying a civil
rights suit against Travis County for sex
discrimination in the County Jail, and gener-
ally practicing criminal law. However, judg-
ing from the numbers of my old hippie
friends who, like me, have announced join-
ing the Establishment in "Classnotes," I
assume I'll just have to settle for UT grads
as clients." Steven K. Strange BA '72
Lovett has accepted an appointment as an
assistant professor in the philosophy depart-
ment at Harvard University. He recently
finished his PhD requirements at the Uni-
versity of Texas, where he also earned his
master's degree in philosophy. Jerry

Gallagher BA '73
MChE '74 Richard-
son and his wife,
Martha Gully, recent-
ly transferred to Mid-
land, Texas. Gal-
lagher was promoted
to division supervising
engineer in charge of

Gas Engineering with Exxon Company
USA. Patricia D. Luah-Miller BA '73
Brown, who started with the class of '75,
writes, "After many trials and tribulations, I
recently finished my PhD in Latin American
History at the University of Texas at Austin
and am currently teaching history and Span-
ish at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pitts-
burgh. I was married in December 1976 to
Dr. Norman C. Miller, who is a professor
of economics at the University of Pitts-
burgh. I'm enjoying living in the east but I'd
like to be back in Texas someday! A note
to some of my friends from Brown College:
Vicki Wagoner Zelnick, Cathe Krause Spen-
cer, Betty Wray Venson, and Priscilla Jenn-
ings, where are you now & what are you
doing? Please write!" Scott Meek BS '74
Wiess writes: "After working almost six
years as a metallurgist for an independent
laboratory, I took the plunge and formed
my own consulting firm which specializes in
the analysis of metal failures. I sometimes
suspect that I'm doing it all just to support
my habit, skydiving, which I also started at
Rice. In that area I have finally made the
big time, (well, I have at least become a big
fish in a small pond), by winning a handful
of gold medals at the last two U.S. National
Championships and by becoming a member
of the U.S. Parachute Team. We have just
returned from a three week trip to the Peo-
ples' Republic of China — the trip is soon
to be a minor motion picture — where our
adventures included exposures to good
competition, a fascinating society, inscrut-
able food, and near frostbite at the Great
Wall." Art Monzingo BA '74 Hanszen
dropped us a line to say, "Last December I
finally completed my PhD in biochemistry at
the University of Texas at Austin. I am
now doing postdoctoral research in
biochemistry in the Institute of Molecular
Biology at the University of Oregon in
Eugene. I am enjoying both my new work
and the new scenery." Lt. Tom Gehring
BS '75 MEE '76 Hanszen writes, "I'm
visiting the tropical fantasy island of the
Indian Ocean, Diejo Garcia, on board my

luxurious cruise submarine, the USS HAD
DO (SSN 604). We're here protecting God,
Country, and Shell Oil." Sigurd A. Johan-
sen, Jr. BS '75 Will Rice, a Navy lieu-
tenant, recently completed a cruise around
the world on the nuclear submarine USS
Baton Rouge. Edward F. Rogers BA '75
BArch '77 has been named an associate in
the architectural firm of Wm. T. Cannady & '
Associates, Inc. in Houston. Before this he
worked in the offices of Murray Jones Mur-
ray, in Tulsa and S.I. Morris in Houston.
Alan Row BA '75 Hanszen writes,
"Since graduation from Rice I've married
the former Alice Rutledge of Abilene, Tex-
as. I have also finished medical school at
Texas Tech and am an ophthalmology resi-
dent at Parkland Hospital in Dallas. Alice
teaches sixth grade in Plano."
David Barrow BA '76 Richardson says,
"Irene and I are living in the Navajo Nation,
lawyering, and enjoying cedar fires in some
kind of romantic desert setting." From on
board the USS Harry E. Yarnell, Lt.
Thomas P. Donnelly BA '76 MEE '77
Will Rice writes, "I am still in the Navy
and have almost finished my tour. Last
summer, I married Karen Williams, a grad-
uate of Emory and Henry College and
Clemson University. Karen is an English
teacher whose primary interest is in teach-
ing remedial college students. We will be
moving to State College, PA where I will
teach ROTC at Penn State, but first I must
accompany my ship to the Indian Ocean."
"Gosh," says Jane Evans BA '76 Jones,
"I wish I had a photo to send, now that I've
got these new glasses. I am being the
perpetual student at the University of
Washington in Seattle, pursuing a degree in
museum studies in the anthropology depart-
ment. Soon I shall be a half-time student,
half-time bureaucrat employed by the Heri-
tage Conservation and Recreation Service,
Department of the Interior. I am in touch
with a few other Rice alums in the Pacific
Northwest. Are there more out there?"
Val M. Glitsch BA '76 BArch '78
Jones has been named an associate in the
architectural firm of Wm. T. Cannady &
Associates, Inc., in Houston. Previously
she worked for the firm Architektengroep
Verster Dijkstra Loerakker in Amsterdam.
Mark David Dankberg BS '77 MEE '77
Wiess and Cindy Stanard Dankberg BA
'78 Jones proudly announce the birth of
their son Christopher Daniel Dankberg,
born July 28, 1980. Rebecca Lambourn
Knisen BA '77 MChE '78 Jones writes,
"Fritz and I have finished our engineering
assignments in Norway for Phillips Petrole-
um and have been moved to London for
approximately three years. We can be
reached anytime through Phillips Petroleum
Co., U.K. Ltd., 105 Victoria St., Southside
Building, London, U.K. SW1E 6QR. Phone
828-9766. Drop us a card or stop and see
us. Mark Allen Menke BS '77 Will
Rice received his MA in Management at
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illi-
nois in 1979 with distinction. Now he is
with Standard Oil of California in San Fran-
cisco. This past June he married Anne-Mar-
ie Lamarche. ,Jeanne Ann Whittington
BA '77 Hanszen is now an administrative
assistant with the Cultural Arts Council of
Houston. According to her mother, "she
still frequents the Rice campus." And she
studies color photography and runs five
miles a day. Tom Spitzfaden BA '78
writes, "I have finally finished school,
receiving an MBA in June, 1980 from Uni-
versity of Chicago. Following a two-month
odyssey around the world, I've started
work with John Deere in Moline, IL." We
hear that Guyler Martin Winter BS '78
Wiess is now employed by the Raytheon
Company in New Jersey as an electrical
engineer. Michael Baxley BA '79 Rich-
ardson fearfully wrote, "In your recent
classnotes section you stated that if you
didn't know what someone was .doing you
would make it up, so here is what my wife,
Linda Hagadorn BA '79 Brown, and I
are doing. Linda is working on research for

Breakin' a Leg
As a certified big city, Houston has its share of smog and sky-
scrapers, but what about the famous Manhattan delis, the Green-
wich Village cafes, or the accompanying cabaret shows? Hoping to
lend our relatively new metropolis some older city charm, a quartet
of Rice alumni have contributed their talents to distinguish a local
restaurant as a "genuine New York Café Bar."
Becky Bonar BA '72, Donna Yeager BA '77, Nancy Walker BA

'79, and Cliff Hardin MMUS '80 are among a company of seven
singing waiters who spend their weekends in a blur of comic skits
and bar orders. Becky Bonar explains the origin of the format, "The
owners of the New York Deli were thinking of ways to draw people
into their adjoining café. I was working with the Comedy Workshop
here, and when they approached the Workshop to plan the enter-
tainment for a party, I suggested they try a cabaret show with sets
of skits and songs. Right away, they hired me as producer/director
and told me to hire a company."
As Rice students, Bonar, Yeager, and Walker were all involved

with Main Street Theater and the Rice Players. The three were
anxious to work together again, and when Bonar began scheduling
auditions, Yeager and Walker informed her they would try out as a
pair. In search of an accompanist, the duet contacted Cliff Hardin, a
talented pianist who had recently received his master's degree in
composing. Hardin agreed to accompany the two women; however,
when auditions were over, the owners wanted Walker, Yeager, and
Hardin. Having musical experience only in a classical genre, Hardin
was intrigued with the show biz aspect, and he agreed to sign a
contract as well. Bonar smiles when remarks are made about their
common alma mater. "We Rice people are an incestuous bunch,"
she speculates.
The company of performers, four non-Rice actors in addition to

the alums, doubles as the café's waiters and waitresses and triples
as the company of writers. Individual ideas are thrown into the cre-
ative mob and are either built upon or thrown out. "Our material,"
Bonar ex-plains, "ranges from very slick to very rough." Some skits
evolve over several performances, adjusting themselves according
to audience participation. In the beginning, each act is close to
improvisation.

This lighthearted approach results in an all for fun attitude, and
everything is subject to the jesters' mirth. Laughing audience mem-
bers may unexpectedly find themselves the straight men in harm-
less gags. Yeager is one minute visiting with customers and the
next running to the platform "stage" to sing a song from "Guys and
Dolls." Walker doffs a nun's habit and hops on the piano to sing a
vampy "Don't Tell Mama" number. All this amidst customer traffic
and clinking glasses assures an informal ambiance.
The goal is not a smooth finished product. Skits that become too

formula and are no longer challenging don't last long. "The act is
constantly changing," says Bonar. "If we feel a piece is getting
stale, we rotate it out and try to refresh it." The cast also changes
periodically. Bonar is leaving to try and make her way in television
commercials.
Cameo appearances with songs from musicals, everyday marriage

scenes with a comic twinge, a mock sermon, and a take off on 50's
horror movies — such is the versatility of the group. "Our purpose
is twofold," Yeager explains. "We want the café to be both money
making and fun." Evidently, the group spirit is contagious. The
incredible increase in business has the restaurant's proprietors
pleased, and recently, packed houses have inspired them to charge
a modest cover charge.

By May Kay Zuravleff '81



SALLYPORT-FEBRUARY 1981 15

II •
NASA at Nassau Bay, Texas. I was in
upstate New York qualifying as an Engineer
Officer of The Watch for submarine nuclear
power plants until January, when I started
subschool in New London, Connecticut. In
April, Linda and I will move to Pearl Har-
bor, Hawaii where I will go aboard an
attack submarine, and Linda will begin work
on her master's and eventually PhD in
biochemistry at the University of Hawaii.
We both hope to work at NASA after I get
out of the Navy." Martin Burdeaux BS
'79 MEE '80 Baker says, "After graduat-
ing last May with the MEE degree, I spent
the summer working at the world's largest
radio/radar telescope in Arecibo, Puerto
Rico, on a research fellowship sponsored by
Cornell University and NSF. I'm now work-
ing for TRW's Defense and Space Systems
Group in Redondo Beach, California."
Douglas W. Oard BA '79 MEE '79
Hanszen, a Navy ensign, has been desig-
nated a Naval Flight Officer.

ADVANCED DEGREES

John D. Pierson MS '68 PhD '69, the
manager of Instructional Personnel of the
Texas State Technical Institute of Waco,
was recently a Rotary Club speaker in
Cameron, Texas. He is on the executive
committee of the board of directors of the
Laser Institute of America and is also a
member of the American geophysical Union
and the American Association of Technical
Education. Gary R. Nelson PhD '72
reports, "I am currently the director of
compensation for the nation's two million
federal civil service employees, as associate
director of the US Office of Personnel Man-
agement in Washington, D.C. Immediately
prior to accepting this position in August,
1978, I served over two years as deputy
assistant secretary of defense for require-
ments, resources and analysis. In the more
than eleven years since leaving the Rice
campus, I have been with the Congressional
Budget Office, the Rand Corporation and
the Institute for Defense Analyses. I am
married to the former Carol Starr BA '67
Brown, and we reside with our two daugh-
ters in Bethesda, Maryland. Carol has been
a professional staff member of the Senate
Finance Committee and is now enrolled in a
MBA program at the George Washington
University." Fay Jones MArch '51,
Whose firm Fay Jones and Associates
recently won several design awards from
the Arkansas chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects, has now won two design
awards in the Gulf States AIA Design
Awards competition. They were for the
Thorncrown Chapel at Eureka Springs and
for the Robert Alexander residence at
Ellcins, Arkansas. Jones has been instru-
mental in developing what is known as the
Ozark Style of architecture, noted for
blending structures with their natural envi-

ronment. Charles
Falk Cook PhD '53
is a vice president of
research and develop-
ment of the Phillips
Petroleum Company
in Bartlesville, Okla-
homa. He recently
announced a reorgani-

zation of research and development that will

strengthen Phillips's experimental research
operations. George
W. Smith MA '56
PhD '58, a research
scientist for General
Motors Research
Laboratories, has
been awarded the
new John M. Camp-
bell Award in recogni-

tion of his outstanding contributions to sci-
ence. The award was established to honor
staff members whose research work has
had a significant impact on pure or applied

science. Smith was recognized for his stud-
ies of the molecular physics of liquid and
plastic crystals. His plastic crystals research
provided the first microscopic verification of
the Pople-Karasz theory of melting.
Charles Grayson PhD '68 has become a
specialist in interest rates and business
cycles. Recently he co-hosted the first
Schultz International Monetary Seminar
since 1971 in Houston. The seminar dealt
with the topic of how investors can protect
themselves against inflation. The Arno
Press Inc., a part of the New York Times
Company, would like to publish the disser-
tation of Thomas R. Stone PhD '74 as
part of a series entitled Dissertations in
American Biography. Stone's dissertation
was called He Had the Guts to Say No:
A Military Biography of General William

Hood Simpson.
Michael Tweedle
PhD '78 has left his
position as a research
associate at Stanford
University to join
New England Nuclear
Corporation as a
chemist at its Nuclear

Medicine and Technology Complex in Biller-
ica. The company manufactures radioactive
chemicals for research and radiopharma-
ceuticals.

In Memoriam

Louise Beraud Griggs '18 of Houston on
January 2, 1981; Morris A. Schellhardt
'19 of Cleveland, Oklahoma on September
24, 1980; Maurice Radoff '20 of Houston
on November 16, 1980; Hugh C. Welsh
'20 of Houston on October 21, 1980:

Edward B. Henley, Jr. '21 of Brown-
wood, Texas on January 9, 1980; Carrie
Hicks Myers '21 of Houston on Novem-
ber 11, 1980; J. Lonnie Thomas '24 of
Houston on November 15, 1980; Martha
Morton Look '27 of Humble on October
19, 1980; Anne Kornblith Shainock '27
of Houston on November 18, 1980; Caro-
line Monroe Rogers '28 of Houston in
1980; Gus C. Schwedler '29 of Dallas on
November 6, 1980; George Soffar '29 of
Friendswood on November 30, 1980;
Alexis S. Kottwitz '30 of Galveston on
October 26, 1980; S. Ross Pond '30 of
White Plains, New York on April 21, 1980;
James H. Woodard '31 of Houston on
November 25, 1980; Frederica Killgore
'32 of Austin on October 29, 1980; David
S. Kaufman '33 of Houston on December
15, 1980; Jack Lowe, Sr. '34 of Dallas on
November 27, 1980; Herman Wagner
'34 of Houston; Thomas N. Watkins, Jr.
'34 of Houston on November 7, 1980;
Cyril G. Gradwohl '35 of Kountze, Tex-
as; Georgiana Keith Gudger '35 of
Houston on January 6, 1974; Minnadale
Roy Johnson '36 of Austin; Stephanie
Orth Lombardi '36 of Monona, Wiscon-
sin; A. De Rouhlac Prescott '40 of Den-
ver on November 12, 1980; William Earl
Marable '43 of Alexandria, Louisiana on
July 31, 1980; James L. Shepherd, III
'43 of Vancouver, British Columbia on
November 10, 1980; Edgar A. Cain, Jr.
'44 of Alvin, Texas on January 5, 1980;
Wallace M. Driskell, Jr. '44 of Houston
on November 22, 1980; Betty Jones
Hawkens '44 of McLean, Virginia on July
30, 1979; Barbara Megow Basile '56 of
Houston on November 22, 1980; George
William Miller '60 of Cincinnati, Ohio on
June 7, 1974; Allan Jackson Uhrig '60 of
Houston on November 22, 1980; Elaine
Roberts '71 of George West, Texas on
October 20, 1980; Edmund Y. Eicken-
roht '74 of Ingram, Texas on September
29, 1980.
Joseph L. Battista, who taught Spanish

and Italian at Rice from 1929 to 1961, on
October 31, 1980; Lillie Chandler, widow

of the late biology professor Asa Chandler,

on November 14, 1980.

OWLMANAC Continued
The Trial and Re-Trial of

Galileo.
Choosing Prints.
Living Texas.

June Rice Publishing Program.
Language courses for small groups in a variety
of foreign languages and English as a second
language begin as needed. Call 527-4011 for
more information.

SPORTS

Basketball - men
All home games will begin at 7:30 P.M. at
Autry Court in the Rice gymnasium. For
ticket information call 527-4068.
Feb. 7 Southwestern at Rice
Feb. 10 Texas Tech at Lubbock
Feb. 14 Texas A&M at Rice
Feb. 17 SMU at Rice
Feb. 21
Feb. 28
Mar. 2
Mar. 5-7

Arkansas at Little Rock
Texas at Rice
SWC First Round
SWC Tournament at San
Antonio

Basketball- women
Feb. 7 Southwestern at Rice 5:15

P.M.

Feb. 10 Houston at Rice 7:00 P.M.
Swimming- men and women
Feb. 7 TCU at Rice 1:00 P.M.
Feb. 13 Austin College Inv. at

Sherman
Baseball
Feb. 20

Feb. 24

Feb. 25

Feb. 27-
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 10

Mar. 13
Mar. 14

Mar. 17

Mar. 20
Mar. 21

Mar. 24

Mar. 25

St. Mary's at Rice (2) 1:00
P.M.

Texas Lutheran at Rice (2)
1:00 P.M.
Texas Lutheran at Rice (2)
1:00 P.M.
Cameron Tournament
at Rice
Centenary at Rice 1:00 P.M.
Mary Hardin-Baylor at Rice
(2) 1:00 P.M.
Texas A&M at Rice 3:00 P.M.
Texas A&M at Rice (2) 12:00
P.M.

North Texas at Rice (2) 1:00
P.M.

Houston at Houston 3:00 P.M.
Houston at Houston (2) 12:00
P.M.
Lamar at Beaumont (2) 5:00
P.M.
Southwestern at Rice (2) 1:00
P.M.

Feb. 10

Feb. 15

Feb. 16
Feb. 17

Feb. 18
Mar. 3

Mar. 8
Mar. 10

Mar. 11

Mar. 13
Mar. 20

Mar. 27

Mar. 30

Mar. 31

Mar. 27
Mar. 28
Mar. 30
Apr. 3

Apr. 4

Apr. 7

Apr. 10
Apr. 11
Apr. 14
Apr. 15

Apr. 17
Apr. 18

Apr. 21

Apr. 24
Apr. 25

Arkansas at Rice 3:00 P.M.
Arkansas at Rice (2)12:00 P.M.
Cornell at Rice (2) 1:00 P.m.
Texas Tech at Lubbock 3:00
P.M.
Texas Tech at Lubbock (2)
12:00 P.M.
Sam Houston at Rice (2) 1:00
P.M. •

Baylor at Rice 3:00 P.m.
Baylor at Rice (2) 12:00 P.M.
Lamar at Rice (2) 1:00 P.m.
Sam Houston at Sam Houston
1:00 P.m.
TCU at Fort Worth 3:00 P.M.
TCU at Fort Worth (2) 12:00
P.M.

Pan American at Rice (2) 1:00
P.M.

Texas at Austin 3:00 P.m.
Texas at Austin (2) 12:00 P.M.

MUSIC

All concerts in the Shepherd School of
Music's concert season begin at 8 P.M. in
Hamman Hall and are free unless otherwise
noted. For information, call 527-4933.
Feb. 9 Shepherd Singers, Rice

Memorial Chapel.
Clyde Holloway, organ,
Church of the Redeemer.
Frances Bible, mezzo-sopra-
no; Allan Ross, piano.
Campanile Orchestra.
Vermeer Quartet, admission
charged.
Rice Concert Band.
Ali Forough, violin; Carolyn
McCracken, piano.
Meryl Ettelson, piano.
Shepherd Sinfonia, Geoffrey
Gilbert, conductor.
Tri de Milano, admission
charged.
Dennis Miller, tuba.
Collegium, Rice Memorial
Chapel.
Bloch Sacred Service, Tem-
ple Beth-Israel.
Eudice Shapiro, violin; James
Bonn, piano.
Shepherd Percussion
Ensemble.

CLASSNOTES. Alumni are continually asking what exciting things their classmates are
doing, and if we don't know, we make it up. If you would like the true story published, drop us aline

and a black and white photo.

Name

Address ( new)

College Class_



Is there some connection between the laws
of science and art? The answer is obvious
to anyone who has marvelled at the dance-
like movements of comets, the classical
simplicity of a hyperbolic trajectory, or the
logical precision of a modern painting.
The Spring Alumni Institute offers a

great opportunity in the tradition of the liber-
al arts to consider this connection. In the
first series of the institute, Harmony of Sci-
ence and Art, Rice faculty members and
other experts will discuss the beauty to be
found in the natural sciences, and the sci-
ence found in art in six lectures.

It covers such diverse topics as function
and beauty in living cells, and the "fourth
dimension" in art, an entertaining demon-
stration illustrating classical mechanics in
physics, and the effects of new technology
on photography.
The second series, Why is Modern Poet-

ry Difficult?, includes six lectures by Ter-
rence A. Doody, assistant professor of Eng-
lish, on the techniques of impersonality and
juxtaposition that make modern poetry both
exciting and difficult to grasp. The lectures
will range over the works of modern greats
such as Frost and Eliot, Wallace Stevens,
Frank O'Hara and end with the best, Wil-
liam Butler Yeats.

Both lecture series will be held on Tues-
days, February 10 to March 17 in Sewall
Hall 301, except for the 7:15 P.M. lecture on
February 17 which will be in the Physics
Amphitheatre. Pre-registration fee is
$12.50 for one series, $20.00 for both.
Admission for individual lectures is $3.00 at
the door if space is available.

In conjunction with the Harmony of Sci-
ence and Art series, the alumni association
is also sponsoring a special public lecture
by Salomon Bochner, a distinguished
scholar and the Edgar Odell Lovett profes-
sor of mathematics, who will speak on
Three Dimensionality in Science and Art.
This lecture is free. It will be held at 8 P.M. in
the Physics Amphitheatre.
The Rice Alumni Institute is sponsored

twice annually by the Association of Rice
Alumni.
February 10: Science and 20th Century
Art: The Case of "The Fourth Dimen-
sion," Linda D. Henderson, assistant pro-
fessor of art, UT-Austin, 7:15 P.M Why is
Modern Poetry Difficult? Terrence A.
Doody, associate professor of English.
8:30 P.M.
February 17: How Physicists Perceive
the Physical World, Stephen D. Baker,
professor of physics, 7:15 P.M., Physics
Amphitheater. Why is Modern Poetry Dif-
ficult? Doody, 8:30 P.M
February 24: Astronomical Art and Sci-
ence at Rice University, Reginald Dufour,
associate professor of space physics and
astronomy, 7:15 P.M Why is Modern Poet-
ry Difficult? Doody, 8:30 P.M.
March 3: Form, Function and Beauty in
the House of Life: The Emergence of
Aesthetics from Structural and Func-
tional Hierarchies of the Cell, Charles W.
Philpott, professor of biology, 7:15 P.M.
Why is Modern Poetry Difficult? Doody,
8:30 P.m.
March 10: Computer Science: Illegiti-
mate Offspring of Logic and Technolo-
gy? Robert S. Cartwright, research associ-
ate in mathematical sciences, 7:15 P.M.
Why is Modern Poetry Difficult? Doody,
8:30 P.m.
March 17: Camera Vision — Human
Vision: The Changing Appearance of
Photographs, Resulting from Technolo-
gy, Peter Brown, lecturer in photography,
7:15 P.M. Why is Modern Poetry Difficult?
Doody, 8:30 P.M
March 24: Three Dimensionality in Sci-
ence and Art, Salomon Bochner, Edgar
Odell Lovett professor of mathematics, 8:00
P.M., Physics Amphitheater. Free of charge.
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