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 On the Beam. Bright new
ideas in laser research. By
Mary Kay Zuravleff '81.
There are over fifty lasers

being used in research at Rice, to
do everything from discovering
oil spills to communicating from a
submarine.

7
 Wheeler Dealer. Third in a
series of profiles on Rice
entrepreneurs: Roger Wheel-
er '46. By Nancy Daly.

Chairman of the board of a major
public corporation and owner of half
a dozen other companies, Roger
Wheeler has built a personal for-
tune of $30 to $70 million.

8
 Those Little Rascals. By
Nancy Volksen '80. Some
Shepherd School students
like to put on their old

clothes and play ragtime music.
Called the Rag Street Rascals,
they're in demand all over town.
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July 25

Sept. 12

Sept. 19-20

ANNOUNCEMENT

Football Tickets

OK. So we lost to A&M last year — we
came from behind to beat Tulane. So Texas
ended up winning — we were the first
team of the season to score against them,
and it wasn't even their first game.

Support Rice football, and order your
tickets now. All home games are in the
Rice Stadium. Grandstand tickets are
$10.50, and endzone tickets are $5.50
($10.50 for Texas game).

9/13 Clemson, Clemson, SC  $ 9.00
9/20 Tulane, New Orleans, LA  $11.00
9/27 L.S.U. at Rice
10/4 Texas at Rice
10/11 T. C. U. , Ft. Worth  $10.00
10/18 Tech at Rice
10/25 A&M, College Station  $10.00
11/1 Arkansas, Little Rock, AR  $10.00
11/8 S. M. U. at Rice
11/15 Baylor at Rice
11/29 Houston, Astrodome  $10.00

Make checks payable to Rice Athletic De-
partment, Rice University, P.O. Box 1892,
Houston, TX 77001.

Please send tickets to:

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Specify game and quantity of tickets:

The Office of Continuing Studies and
Special Programs will continue its diverse
spring schedule through the summer. Lan-
guage courses will le offered in Arabic,
Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japa-
nese, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish.
For information call Josephine Rodgers at
527-4011. For specifics on any of the fol-
lowing courses, call 527-8101, ext. 2599 or
527-4803. All classes will meet on the Rice
campus.

June 26-27 "New Uses for Old Build-
ings." Feasibility studies,
financing, construction needs
and pitfalls, historical preser-
vation, and more.
The Young Alumni will be
gathering at Miller Outdoor
Theatre to enjoy TUTS' pro-
duction of "Bye Bye Birdie".
Bring your own picnic to the
hill, and look for the Rice
Young Alumni flag. For more
information call Sue Moreland
665-0074 or Howard More-
land 665-3653.
The Young Alumni will be
sponsoring the Doc C Celeb-
rity Bridge Tournament.
The Young Alumni will be
gathering for a weekend in
the French Quarter for the
Rice-Tulane game. Come join
the New Orleans alumni for a
party.

Oct. 11

Oct. 25

Sept. 7

The Young Alumni will be
sponsoring a canoe trip on
the Guadalupe River.
The Young Alumni will hold a
dinner at Hilltop Farm. On
any of the coming activities,
watch your mail box for
details and reservation infor-
mation. If you live out of the
Houston metropolitan area,
write for details and join us
when you can.
"Behind the Scenes," will be
an afternoon with Rice ath-
letes and coaches for alumni
and their families. The day's
activities include demonstra-
tions and participation in foot-
ball, basketball, volleyball,
and tennis for the children.
There will be a tour of the
training facilities, and a dis-
cussion of "What you always
Wanted to Know about Foot-
ball but Were Afraid to Ask,"
for adults. Everyone is invit-
ed to use the athletic facili-
ties. There will also be a
barbeque dinner in the Rice
Stadium concession stand.
Activities begin at 3 P.M.

NOMEC OMIN

Homecoming will be held on Friday and Sat-
urday, Nov. 7-8. Reunion plans are being
formulated.
Class Reunions
1925 Plans are in the making. Dale

Shepherd is the chairman.
1930 The Golden Anniversary

Reunion will be held in Cohen
House on Friday, Nov. 7.
Cocktails and dinner will be
served. John Schuhmacher is
the coordinator.

1935 On Friday, Nov. 7, from 7
P.M. to 10 P.M., the class of
'35 will celebrate at the Junior
League Building; 1626 Post
Oak Park. The cost per per-
son is $22.50 for food,
drinks, entertainment. For
reservations send your check
payable to Rice Class of 1935
to: Ed Oppenheimer; 3435
Westheimer #1506; Houston,
77027, before Sept. 30.
Classes of 1934 and 1936
come, too! Coordinators are
Sylvia Harrison and Autry
Lewis Ballanfant.

1940 The 40th reunion will be cele-
brated Friday, Nov. 7 at 7
P.M. in the La Fontaine Ball-
room of the Warwick Hotel.
The cost per person is $8,
and there will be a cash bar.
Mildred Dattner Ganchan is
organizing it, call her for
details.

1945 A celebration will be held Fri-
day, Nov. 7 in the Sid Rich-
ardson College Commons.
Margie Stroup Hood is in
charge.

1950 The "Super Reunion XXX"
will be celebrated Friday,
Nov. 7 at 7 P.M. in the R

Room, south end of Rice Sta-
dium. There will be cocktails,
a buffet, and music. Marty
Gibson Roessler is the
chairman.

1955 The Silver Anniversary
Reunion will be held in Cohen
House Saturday, Nov. 8 at 7
P.M. Cocktails and dinner will
be served. Class of 1955
Engineers and Archi's with
1956 BS degrees and M.D.'s
who left in 1954: if you wish
to be included in 1955 activi-
ties, write to the Association
of Rice Alumni. We'd like to
welcome you back to the
fold. Anyone who would like
to offer suggestions or work
on the reunion committee,
please contact the coordina-
tor, Nancy Moore Eubank, at
713 - 468-2495.

1960 Dinner will be held Saturday,
Nov. 8. The committee is
also considering a Sunday
Brunch. Interested class
members contact Barbie
Scott McKittrick, 1111 Guin-
ea, Houston, 77055.

1965 The 15th reunion will be cele-
brated at the Master's House
of Weiss College, home of
Geoff Winningham, on Friday,
Nov. 7. Ann Pierce Arnett is
the chairman.

1970 The first decade will be cele-
brated Saturday, Nov. 8 with
cocktails and hors d'oeuvres
at the Autry House. Organiz-
ing committee is: Charles
Szalkowski, George Greanias,
Butch Robinson, Rick Weber,
Anne Jones Brice, Emily
Hawthorn Lonsford, Mary
Burton Lemuth.

1975 Join the class of 1975 for
beer and conversation at
Kay's on Friday, Nov. 7. Ken
and Susan Perry Alexander
are the coordinators.

Friday's Activities
Afternoon Rice Engineering Alumni Sup-

porting Member Tour Day
5 to 8 P.m. Opening Reception, Art

Department Faculty Show at
the Media Center.

Saturday's Activities
8 A.m. Past Alumni Presidents'

Breakfast
Alumni Interviewers'
Breakfast

9 A.M. Golden R Coffee
Friends of Fondren Reception
Rice Engineering Alumni
Reception
Jones School Reception &
Open House
OWLS Alumnae Coffee

10 A.M. Alumni Convocation. The
program includes presentation
of awards and an address by
Samuel Carrington, Universi-
ty Librarian.

11:30 A.m. Wreath ceremony at the
founder's tomb.

11:45 A.m. Lunch in the residential col-
leges followed by receptions.

2 P.m. Rice vs. SMU at the Rice
Stadium.

4:30-6:30 P.M. Reception honoring senior
faculty.

Owlmanac continues on Page 15.
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Sweet and sour
"The Great Wall of China is the only man-
made object visible from space." After cit-
ing several such little-known facts in his
précis of "The Old and New China," and
The Four Modernizations: the Chinese
People's New Long March," Lai Ya-Li, the
ambassador to the United Nation's from the
People's Republic of China, launched into
the most interesting part of his speech:
"China's Foreign Policy and Sino-American
Relations."
Speaking at Rice on his swing through

Texas, the ambassador smiled broadly and
Politely at everyone he met, except when
speaking of Soviet hegemony. He had a
small entourage, made up of his own assist-
ants and several local representatives of the
People's Republic. All were sternly dressed
and did not smile nearly as often or as
broadly as the ambassador.
There could be no doubt that the Chinese

government's philosophy has swung radical-
'Y away from that in the sixties. "The Gang
°f Four during the Cultural Revolution
brought the economy to the brink of col-
laPse." he said. Progress, industrialization,
and the rising standard of living are being
stressed now.
The ambassador, in what seemed a typi-

cal manner for a representative of the Chi-
nese government, carefully categorized
everYthing as he brought us up to date on
current policy. Currently, four moderniza-
tions are taking place: in agriculture, indus-
trY, national defense, and science and tech-
ii°10gY. Each is going according to plan.

The USSR," he admonished, "is ener-
getically engaged in arms expansion to gain
supremacy. They are a great source of
World unrest and the biggest threat of
war." They are seeking hegemony, and
used Vietnam's wild ambitions to gain con-
trol in Cambodia." The invasion of Afghani-
stan is important in Soviet plans to link
strategic spots, but it has been met with
the heroic resistance of the Afghan people."

Expressing the official nervousness aboutHie unrest in their own part of the world,
the Chinese message dealt at length with
the evils of Soviet policy. The ambassador
then applauded US efforts to discourage the
Soviet efforts in Afghanistan. Not only are
We M almost complete agreement on for-

Policy, according to him, but our two
countries are forming formidable cultural
and industrial bonds. He beamed once again
at the audience.
To further stress our solidarity, he men-

junodnuesdU. S. involvement in his country's oil
try. "It's significant," he added, "that

hina established its first Consulate General
111, the US in Houston, rather than some
Place else."
For any who still held lingering doubts at

tile end of his speech that the era of Sino-
American rapport is upon us, he concluded

th the assurance that "China herself will
never follow in the footsteps of hegemon-
ism after she becomes more powerful. Chi-
na has no foreign bases. China has no sol-
diers on foreign soil. China is not a super
Power now, nor will it seek to become a
suPer Power." The ambassador, smiling,
made his way out of the room.

Author's Query
Author Dudley Clark, Jr. requests any
information, personal knowledge, or lettersabout James Sidis, who taught at Rice dur-
ing the 1915 term, for a biography. If you
Iiave such information, please contact Dud-ley Clark, Jr. 4203 St. Ann, New Orleans,LA 70119.

Give it the boot
The need to make an original, individual
statement runs high when you're just about
to graduate from architecture school. When
the students in Bill Cannady's upper level
studio were asked to create plans for a
structure in downtown Houston, perhaps a
few of them felt somewhat daunted. After
all, they would be in august architectural
company in the central downtown area.
Takeo Kimura MArch '80, however, had no
qualms about jumping in with the big boys.
In fact, he decided to just add right on to
the Philip Johnson and John Burgee
Pennzoil building.

His renovation date is 1990. By which
time, he feels, one of Houston's landmarks
might need some updating to still fit in with
the city's image. According to his scenario,
the Pennzoil building would then be owned
by the city and would need a proper symbol
to reflect the real people of Houston. What
better symbol, he asks, than cowboy boots,
complete with spurs, kicking the sky from
the angled tops of the trapezoids? The
monolithic boots will appear to fit on upside-
down legs wearing jeans. Of course a little
addition will be necessary on one tower to
really get the effect of a slightly bent knee,
but who wouldn't want to spend the money
for such a reward.
No mere tourist attraction this, the boots

would house a Las Vegas-style gambling
casino, and a theatre. One spur would be a
ferris wheel. Inside, the rehabilitated
Pennzoil Place will also have caverns with
stalactites, and an oasis with swimming pool
and palm trees.

Kimura believes that this will be a civic
art of the people. He explained as
he unveiled the plans, "I am disgusted
with looking at buildings that are mere
rectangles."

We've got to hand it to him there, this
scheme can be called many things, but
"mere rectangle" is not one of them.

Bolt them down
Perhaps the destiny of the world does not

lie in automation. The ICSA (institute for

Computer Service and Applications at Rice)
newsletter reports that on May 16 at 5 A.M.

the Rice electrical system was struck by

lightning. A ground fault in the stadium line
resulted in a momentary power failure. This

short caused the AS/6 computer and its

peripherals to power down — while work-

ers from the National Semiconductor Cor-

poration (NASCo) were repairing the

central processing unit!
Immediately the system was powered

back up, and initially no problems were

detected. Since then, Zeus's trademark

seems to have scrambled some crucial func-

tions. First the system refused to register

the Julian calendar date. Then suddenly,

certain number conversion sequences pro-

vided problems, and the brain-damaged sys-

tem claimed amnesia when newly-entered

jobs were called for.
Apparently, the NASCo workers made

peace with the heavens, for the newsletter
humble reports, "We now believe that the
hardware problems which began with the
lightning storm have been corrected." Hop-
ing to route the computer's mortality out of
the hands of the powers that be, "ICSA is
investigating ways of filtering. the incoming
electrical power to prevent voltage spikes
such as those that could be induced by an
electrical storm from reaching the computer
system. We regret the inconvenience that
these failures have caused you."

Wait - listed twice
Remember senior year in high school when
your destiny seemed to lie in the hands of two
or three college administrators? Directors of
admissions they were, and they had the pow-
er to make you swell with pride or wither
with crushed hopes. Acceptance letters were
framed and celebrated, and rejection notices
were thrown away in disappointment; but
wait-listing notifications were definitely the
most traumatic. Suspense mixed with indig-
nation, revenge (I wouldn't go there even if
they gave me a scholarship) seasoned with
prayers (Puh-leeze find a place for me) greet
those letters. After being wait-listed twice,
one soon-to-be freshman tossed propriety to
the winds and directed a poem to the Admis-
sions Office with a special postscript to the
director, Richard Stabell.

Ode to the Office of Admissions
or

Wouldn't It Be Nice To Be Accepted By Rice

A long while ago, so it seems,
I filled out your forms to the best of my means
Telling with answers most clear
Why I wanted to be an Owl Engineer.
You see, I thought it would be nice
To be accepted by Rice.

Then along came November
(How well I remember)
You said it must be understood
While I looked pretty good
That now I must wait
For an April date
To find out if it was nice
To be accepted by Rice

So I took more tests
To put me up among the rest
And sat back to wait
To see how I would rate.
Then along came April Ten
Only to be "Wait Listed" again.

I find it's not so nice
To be turned down twice.

So here I sit
Thinking, "Well kiss mah grits."

(If you're wondering how that belongs in
this refrain Remember, both Rice & grits
are food — one a grass, one a grain)

But, what's that you say?
Come June, perhaps May,
There's a chance most thin
That I'll still get in.
And finally hear you say, "It's nice
To accept you at Rice."

P. S.
So, Mr. Stabell
Only time will tell
But, I hope this brings a smile to some face
At your most serious Acceptance place.
One thing more let me say
'Ere I fade quietly away:
Think how much better this Verse-would-be
If I had training at Rice Uni-Vers-ity.

W. M. B. '84

Well, the attention-getter succeeded, and
Shirley Snow Ossenfort BA '52, alumna rep-
resentative on the university's Admissions
Committee, versified his acceptance letter.

Reply to W. M. B. '84
or

Gee, We Really Loved Your Poem

We are addressed many petitions
Here in the office of Rice Admissions:

We get a deluge of applications,
All with impressive recommendations;

We get respectful encomiums from preachers,
Thousands of letters from counselors and
teachers;

Sheaves of transcripts from each registrar,
IVlillions of calls from near and far;

Inquiries from applicants in anguished modes,
But we almost never receive any Odes.

We're seldom honored by couplet and wit
And we loved all of it — every bit!

Rarely have we an engineer-versifier
Seeking our great education that's higher.

So here's our verse to you, W. M. B.,
Hilarious with your metric plea:

Such a poet shall not be "Wait-Listed" thrice,
We joyously offer you admission to Rice.

Hold the applause
Here in the SALLYPORT offices we're feeling
pretty smug. Once again, we must modest-
ly announce, the SALLYPORT has been given
an exceptional achievement award for excel-
lence in tabloid publishing by the Council for
Advancement and Support of Education.
That puts it up among the top ten alumni
newspapers in the country for the 1979-80
issues. We've made a few mistakes, but we
were pleased that the judges at Columbia
University thought, as we did, that it has
been a pretty good year.

In all honesty, however, we have to
share a little of the limelight. There are a
few .other award winners around here. The
Development Office also won an exceptional
achievement award in the competition for
improvement in the financial support pro-
gram. And the Friends of Fondren Library
won an exceptional achievement award for
improvement in their publication, The
Flyleaf.

Closer to home, in the Information Ser-
vices office, a poster developed for the
admission's office was entered. It won a
special merit award.
We still think accolades are nice, even

when they're being shared.
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EXTERNAL MIRROR

HELICAL FLASH TUBE

EXTERNAL MIRROR
(PARTIALLY

TRANSMITTING)

POWER SOURCE

OUTPUT BEAM

TYPICAL SETUP OF A PULSED RUBY LASER
USING FLASHLAMP PUMPING AND EXTERNAL
MIRRORS.
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ILLUSTD.,,ION BY RIC BORUM PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN GROSSMAN

A
n exciting ray of light? That's the
purely scientific definition of a laser
beam, that flash of light which, by
exciting molecules in its path, can

delicately divide an alkane bond or brazenly
burn through a steel plate.
Robert Curl, professor of chemistry,

jumps to the board to put the jist of lasers
in layman's terms. With the tone of one
who is accustomed to simplifying his work,
he draws a dot to represent a molecule, a
squiggle to illustrate a photon's path, and he
explains:
"We think of light as having little particles

called photons. We think of molecules as
having various energy levels, and so, within
a sample of molecules, there are a number
Of distinct energy levels that each molecule
can occupy.
"When matter interacts with light, it can

interact in three different ways: 1) Absorp-
tion, where a low energy level molecule
Collides with a photon in its path, picks up
the energy of the photon, and is excited to
a new state; 2) Spontaneous emission,
Which is similar to radioactive decay and
refers to a molecule in a high energy level
that for no apparent reason suddenly
decides to emit a photon, then drops down
to a lower energy level; or 3) Stimulated
emission, in which a molecule in the excited
state is hit by a photon causing a second
Photon to be emitted identical to the first
(same direction, same wavelength). The
molecule then relaxes to an unexcited or
characteristic state, and energy is released
in the form of light.
"What happens in normal thermal distri-

bution," Curl continues, chalk in hand, "is
there are always more molecules at the
lower stages than the upper; therefore,
there is usually more absorption than stimu-
lated emission."
To reverse this trend, you have to

devise some process which will excite
molecules to an energy level higher then
normal so that a photon bombarding the
ample will be more likely to activate stimu-

lated emission than absorption. How can
You excite the molecules to this higher
level, and where does the bombarding pho-ton

originate? Conveniently, the answer to
the second question is a direct result of the
first

ft is well-known that heat excites mole -
entlies, melting ice and vaporizing water.
u,sing this simple principle, a laser begins
with a powerful flash lamp surrounding a
suitable sample material. This lamp gen-
erates heat which excites the molecules to
an unusually high level. More heat yields
More excitement, until molecules which
were originally excited emit a photon of
ught and relax to a lower energy level.
Every sample "lases" at a unique

wavelength which depends on its chemical
COrtlPosition. The wavelength of a photon
emitted from the sample, besides dictatingthe color of light released, also is inversely
!'elated to the amount of energy that thatIight will generate. Ruby, for example,
fliits long-wavelength red light which has

leS5 energy than the shorter-wave blue
Photons that neon releases. The flash lamp
excites the sample which releases a photon
°f a single wavelength. Thus, though it wasexcited by the heat of white light, the sam-
Ple is the source of monochromatic light.
,The photons released through the action
°' the flash lamp streak through the sample,
exrciting molecules in their path and causing
1°)tners to emit photons. The chain reaction
!gins. The sample lases, and light that
sknines inside the system is amplified
rue,lcause it causes more molecules to
,eease particle light sources. "That's what
i:ASER stands for," Curl explains, "Light
4rriplification by Stimulated Emission ofRadiation."
Til, e skeptic's rationalization of magic —

. it S all done with mirrors" — is applicable
In this optical branch of science. "What you

11 do," Curl instructs, "is take the light
comes out of the sample and use a par-

"Y silvered mirror to reflect most of the

amplified beam back through the lasing
medium. Then you could put a second mir-
ror on the opposite side to direct the
already twice-amplified stream of photons
toward its third trip through the sample.
"A photon that's going in the right direc-

tion and is bouncing back and forth between
the two mirrors is amplified every time it
passes through the sample which houses
the population inversion." Each time this
stream of amplified photons reaches the
partially silvered mirror, approximately 5%

aimed mirrors, these tabletop phenomena
have been maturing at the hands of graduate
students and professors in Rice labs since
1961. Thomas Rabson BA '54 MA '57 PhD
'59, professor of electrical engineering,
recalls his groundbreaking work: "I was
experimenting with masers (microwave
amplification by stimulated emission of radia-
tion) when Burton McMurtry BA '56 BS '57
came back from Stanford, excited about the
possibilities of working in the optical
wavelengths. He told me the action was at

Intense graduate students redirect green
beams and red rays of grainy light. The walls
behind them are speckled with primary
coloring.

Frank Tittel, professor of electrical engineer-
ing, recently discovered exciplex lasers
which lase in the ultraviolet region. With Curl
of the chemistry department, Tittel is cur-
rently developing a computer controlled, sin-
gle-frequency, tunable color center laser sys-
tem. "This is easily," Berry brags on his
colleagues, "the most advanced system in the
world."

Lasers are no longer seen only in research
laboratories. In science and industry, the
laser beam is being used to measure the true-
ness of newly-constructed skyscraper walls,
and the distance between the earth and the
moon within one foot accuracy. Lasers can
create high fidelity pictures, so some news-
papers are transmitting their pages to the
printer with a laser picture. The military is
developing laser-guided weapons with much
greater accuracy than present systems. They
can form new alloys directly on the surface of
a metal in precision welding operations, and

Graduate student Mary Coles is conducting her own research project with a dye laser

of the particles escape out the back. This
runaway light, whose wavelength is con-
trolled by the distance of the mirrors as
well as the choice of sample, constitutes
the laser beam, and the end result is an
intense beam of monochromatic light.
These beams are being aimed at every-

thing from cheek cells to mercuric bromide
reactions. At Rice about seventeen faculty
members and twenty-five to fifty graduate
students work with lasers in their research.
Curl divides the interests as "research with
lasers versus research on lasers." The two
fields combined yield a collection of over fifty
lasers of varying sizes on campus.

T
he scientific returns to the magical dur-
ing the initial visit to the labs. There,
intense graduate students redirect
green beams and red rays of grainy

light. The walls behind them are speckled
with primary coloring, vivid as Saturday
morning cartoons. They seem oblivious to
the beautiful artistry until they are asked to
stand still for some black and white photo-
graphs. "Black and white? You're going to
take black and white shots of these?" they
ask indignantly. The word spreads through
the lab quickly, and thereafter, introductions
are precluded with, "They're going to take
pictures of the dye lasers in black and white."

In the labs, the streamlined, commercially
bought lasers are less conspicuous than their
homemade counterparts. Characterized by
scrupulously-placed prisms and accurately-

"We probably had the first ruby laser in this
part of the country" Rabson says.

the higher frequencies, and I decided to
switch my emphasis to the development of a
laser. I wrote a proposal to NASA for investi-
gation into a solid-state ruby laser, and in the
fall of '61, I came up with one." Though earli-
er in 1961, T. H. Maiman patented the solid-
state ruby laser, Rabson modestly remarks,
"we probably had the first ruby laser in this
part of the country."
After two decades in the discovery

limelight, Curl admonishes, "lasers, in terms
of science, are beginning to lose some of their
special novelty." Michael Berry, who recent-
ly accepted a joint appointment as the Robert
A. Welch professor of chemistry and director
of the Rice Quantum Institute, explains that
while Rice may currently have a higher con-
centration of laser users, "many of the
researchers can be credited with discovering
the lasers needed for their projects." Berry,
who is presently using lasers to study chemi-
cal reactions, admits, "I've discovered
around eighty chemical lasers of various
kinds, but now I'm using them in laser sys-
tems to perform research."

And, though the novelty may be wearing
off, the groundbreaking still continues in the
cluttered labs of the Space Physics building.

destroy a single cell in cancer surgery. Scien-
tists in the Soviet Union are experimenting
with three-dimensional movies developed
from laser holograms. The telephone compa-
ny has already begun rewiring so that in a few
years they can begin transmitting with lasers.
Accommodating laser impulses takes much
less space than conventional wiring. And
lasers will probably be able to answer many of
our energy needs in the future.

A
t Rice, the emphasis on applications
varies from department to depart-
ment. Rabson believes, "You have to
justify your research. Even the pure

research we do has a certain amount of
application envisioned." Rabson cites one of
Tittel's lasers as a good example. "He
developed the argon blue-green laser for
use in communications systems with
submarines."

Both of Rabson's current projects are
structured with applications in mind. Fund-
ed by a grant through private industry,
Rabson and his graduate students are per-
fecting a laser technique to fluoresce water
through crude oil, thus aiding the detection
of oil spills.
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His second major project involves the
study of holography, which Rabson roughly
defines as "reproducing a light wave in the
form that it would come from some object
using interference techniques. The big
problem in recording an image," Rabson
elucidates, "has always been that you lose
the phase information. However, by inter-
ferencing a reference wave and an object
wave, you can judge amplitude and phase
information in any light wave." Present
computer advancement focuses on compact-
ing stored information into the smallest pos-
sible volume while preserving or improving
the convenience of rapid recall. Rabson's
concern is to compress the information by
recording holograms in photo-refractive
crystals for use as the memory system in a
computer. "Therefore," Rabson plans, "all
processing of information in computers can
be done optically."
The pragmatic view of the engineering

department is less evident in the chemistry
labs. Richard Smalley, assistant professor of
chemistry, sees pure research as the mak-
ings of practical breakthroughs. He has
devoted himself to spectroscopy work in
which he studies molecular structures by
observing the way light is absorbed and the
relationships among energy levels. Smalley
remarks, "It's kind of interesting that all
this esoteric spectroscopy is done by sort
of bookish, introverted people who don't
really have any plans to create practical
devices of any significance to mankind, yet
the rules they have developed have turned
out to be the real pivotal issues that deter-
mine whether or not we can separate iso-
topes with lasers to make cheap uranium
fuel and do a new sort of magic laser chem-
istry. All this is built from the discoveries of
these scholastic people working off in their
holes."

Rice faculty members are developing lasers to detect oil spills, store
computer information, and communicate from submarines.
new generation of lasers which are sensa-
tionally expensive." What price power?
Smalley answers, "They run about $60,000
to $70,000 apiece. They pulse about five
times a second, and the pulse only lasts
about three billionths of a second. In that
three billionths of a second the amount of
light that you can shine on a molecule at the
right wavelength in order for it to absorb it
can be sufficient that every molecule in the
path of the laser is excited. That's a neat
thing, because when you excite a molecule
with a laser photon, it becomes really a dif-
ferent molecule with a whole different
chemistry. When you realize this product is
really a chemical reagent, you can start
thinking of using lasers to start chemical
reactions. This idea has started a field
which isn't quite born yet, called laser
chemistry."
"In my work the practical applications are

fairly far downstream," Curl admits. "Our
free radical work," he explains, "is con-
cerned with being able to detect a transient
intermediate chemical species that you have
present in things like combustion or electri-
cal discharges. There's no immediate practi-
cal application of that, because it is not
clear whether more information will allow
you to make a combustion process that is
more efficient."

Curl's work also involves spectroscopy.
He defines the reaction complex spectros-
copy label which encompasses his research:
"In a chemical reaction atoms are rear-
ranged in the reactants to form a product,
and there must be an intermediate process

"In spectroscopy, we study molecules in a
totally collision-free environment," Smalley
explains.

Explaining the spectroscopy that he and
his students do, Smalley says, "We don't do
any development with lasers; instead, all
of our work is involved with the applications
of these lasers to study the various poly-
tonic molecules and their spectra and prop-
erties in a very rarefied medium. In fact,
we study molecules in a totally collision-free
environment in a molecular beam."

Shunning scientific explanation, Smalley
resorts to a cocktail party analogy. "It's like
if you had a bunch of people in a room mill-
ing about drinking and so forth, then some-
body says, 'It's time for dinner,' and they
have to go into the next room to sit down.
Suddenly this random motion in the room
gets directed out the door, and if you stand
by the door, you can see everybody is
moving the same direction at about the
same velocity. The same reason applies to
why helium atoms, when passed through a
hole, will cool and come to the same veloci-
ty. If they go too fast they will bump into
the people in front of them, and if they go
too slowly they get bumped into by people
behind. It's really not much more subtle
than that."

Discarding the simile, Smalley continues,
"The most important thing is that the vibra-
tional and rotational motion of the molecule
is completely relaxed, and this turns out to
be a vital simplification to study these
molecules. Because a given sample of
molecules is constantly reacting, you are
studying tens of thousands of different kinds
of molecules and not just one. Using all
this, we're able to address some of the fun-
damental questions of chemistry: why mole-
cules react; why some don't react; if they
do, what rate they react."
"What we have," he says, walking around

the seven-laser research apparatus, "is a

between reactor and product. This reaction
complex work is aimed at developing a
direct probe of the intermediate region
where you can't say you have reactants or
products. The reaction complexes can last a
lifetime which ranges from an order of a
millisecond down to 10-14 second. What we
are doing is using a laser to excite this
reaction complex. When this is done the
intermediate product picks up more energy,
and one of the products comes out excited.
We detect that this product is excited
because it will emit light."

O
bviously Rice's lasers are powerful
enough to sear through departmental
divisions. Faculty members repre-
senting chemistry, physics, space

physics and astronomy, and electrical engi-
neering have been collaborating informally
for the last five years. As of last Decem-
ber, the Rice Quantum Institute serves as a
cooperative administrative unit to find and
administer the funding for joint research
ventures.

Berry, the director, hopes the impact of
the institute will be helpful in recruiting
potential graduate students and new profes-
sors, as well as obtaining interdepartmental
grants. "Currently the institute has aggre-
gate funding of $2 to $3 million per annum,"
he says. "We would like to add several mil-
lion, just for group projects, to the base of
our funding."
Though cheap spy paperbacks have equat-

ed laser with "death ray," there have been no
accidents in the Rice labs. Familiar with the
complex equipment surrounding them, grad-
uate students are casual as they reach around
laser beams to rearrange equipment. "We
are more concerned," Smalley says, "with
the possibility of a fatal shock from the 10,000

Professor Robert Curl is delighted to initiate visitors into the wonders of lasers.

volt power supply of the laser or of the dan-
gers of working with toxic or carcinogenic
chemicals than with the unlikelihood of a
direct beam of light hitting someone in the
eye." To protect researchers from that pos-
sibility, protective glasses are provided in
each lab. In the many years of laser work at
Rice, there has not been a lab injury yet,
prompting Smalley to remark, "Our greatest
danger is getting ourselves into a field where
our students can't find jobs — a lethal
danger."
Though most of his work is not directly

applicable in industry, Smalley is acutely
aware of the many applications for laser
research. "One of the things that is now a bil-
lion dollar industry is the separation of iso-
topes. The most celebrated circumstance is
the uranium problem — separating the urani-
um 238 from the 235 isotope. This is very
expensive, and it turns out lasers can do it,
for only about .01 of the cost. A lot of the
problems involved with nuclear power are
concerned with bad isotopes which have a
long radioactive half-life. For example, at
Three Mile Island, you have billions of gallons
of water but only a minute fraction of that is
bad acting isotopes. A great deal of govern-
ment funds and industrial dollars are being
used to explore the possibilities of using
lasers to purify the wastes, to take out partic-
ularly the very long isotopes.
"Another application is in the cladding of

fuel rods which contain the fissionable materi-

al. These claddings are generally metal
tubes, and the tubes themselves become
highly reactive. If you were able to make
those tubes out of a particular isotope, you
could choose the isotope which doesn't make
the nasty radioactive type, or you could make
ones which are much more efficient in tran-
sporting neutrons. And of course, isotopes
are widely used as tracers in medical applica-
tions in human beings as well as biochemical
processes. So separating isotopes is not
nearly as simple or odious as making more
bombs."

Hoping lasers will be useful in solar energy
development, Smalley speculates, "The
major thing that keeps us from using the sun
is that solar cells are very expensive on any
large scale. The problem is finding pure sili-
con for silicon solar cells. However, there are
laser techniques for purifying silicon."
Though twenty years ago the laser was

nothing more than a twinkle of light in the eye
of its creator, this teen-aged discovery is
commonly being used in oil companies and
supermarkets, in automobile factories and
medical labs. "Ten years ago," Smalley
remembers, "it was pointless to even think
about most of this, but now this technology is
accelerating at an exponential rate." He con-
cludes, "We just go on the general principle
here that if you think of a good experiment
and the only reason it won't work is that the
laser doesn't exist, just put it on the shelf;
because in a few years it will."
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THIRD IN A SERIES OF PROFILES ON RICE ENTREPRENEURS: ROGER WHEELER
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WHEELER DEALER
lie agreed to come to Telex for
half days, provided he was
made chairman of the board.

By Nancy Daly

0
 e's made millions of dollars on one

business and lost millions on anoth-
er, all in the same year. The wins
make him pretty happy, but the

losses don't make him all that sad. It's the
game, and overall, he's way ahead.

Chairman of the board of Telex, a major
Public company, owner of the more flam-
boyant World Jai Alai teams and betting
oPerations, owner of oil and gas interests
around the country, and owner/developer of
a Primary magnesium processing plant,
Roger Milton Wheeler '46 is confident
enough to joke about his mistakes.
He had an idea when he was still quite

Young that he would be wealthy some day,
and his business sense surfaced before he
finished high school. "I always had things
going. I rebuilt bicycles, published a news-
Paper for local merchants, had a vegetable
stand, and had a service for stamp collec-
tors," he says.
.After studying electrical engineering at

Rice and spending a short time learning the
finer points of cathodic protection at Gulf,
Standard Oil Company of Ohio, and Dow,
he found some backers for his own compa-
ny to engineer and install magnesium
anodes. "It was financed by two Tulsa
inen," he explains. "The total initial invest-
ment was $6,000. They put up my share.
We bought anodes on credit and at the
end of six or eight months, we'd earned
$130,000."
The industrial possibilities of magnesium,

the eighth most abundant element in the
e.arth's crust, captured Wheeler's imagina-
tion. In alloys, it can be used in similar
Ways to aluminum, but it weighs a thirdJess.

Filled with the heady success of his first
se. nous business venture, he soon began to
diversify. "I decided that I could manufac-
ture magnesium anodes much more cheaply
ftill.an the company we were buying them

he says. "The two investors thoughtit 
required too great an investment and thatit would be too difficult, so they sold their

share of the company to me for $150,000,
thwhir.ece earh 

years,"
Icosuid pay over a Period of two or

he adds.
„. I was wrong," he admits easily. "There
twere a lot of problems. We struggled along
° the latter part of 1952 and I was barelyable to pay back the notes to my partners.
,., en we found the handle to the business."
Y1957, that company was making over $1

Million a year.
t He then turned his attention- to manufac-
°!Mg magnesium metal and chlorine gas
‘by1.1!1 mixed results. "I'd been planning to
K u'd a magnesium plant in the Pacific
"°rthwest, where there is lots of cheap
,electricity for $23 million. Henry Kaiser
nbeard about my project. He'd wanted to
; c! a magnesium plant at one time so he
'11sPired Kaiser Aluminum executives to
13,?-r.chase the company with $13.5 million of
hinetr stock." Wheeler's share was about
valf of that stock. He went to work for
t'laiser for a year developing the necessary
thechn°10gY. The Kaiser executives turned
e Project down eventually. "In retrospect,

I would say 'wisely so.' They thought it
uld cost more like $40 million instead of
!43 million, and they were right, it would
"ave," Wheeler says.
,.. At about the same time that Kaiser
f7rried down his plans, Wheeler got a call
of".1,, M. E. Morrow, chairman of the board
a 2 elex Corporation, asking him to comeand run Telex. He agreed to come for half

Wheeler recently spoke to Jones School students during a dean's seminar.

days, provided that Morrow resign and
Wheeler take over as chairman of the
board. "Telex wasn't being operated profit-
ably although it was doing $30 million in
business. I didn't have to put money into
the company to get the job, but I found that
I needed to buy $1.7 million in stock
because the company was too strapped for
capital to do any of the things that I wanted
to do with it."
Once again his shrewd judgment paid off.

He took the company into computer periph-
eral equipment, and within a few years the
financial picture had turned around. "We
began to manufacture tape drives which
were plug compatible with IBM equipment.
By 1970, Telex was making $30 million a
year on those tape drives. IBM didn't react
even when we were doing five to ten per-
cent of their business, but when lots of
others saw how well we were doing and got
in the business, IBM cut their prices in
half. The Justice Department sued them for
violations of the anti-trust laws and we sued
them too, in 1971-72.
"We won $350 million in court but the

Appellate Court reversed the decision. It
would have been better if we had never
won in the first place. By 1973 or '74 the
company had lost $24 to $25 million
because IBM slashed their prices so much
on everything that we were selling."

In town for the graduation of his son,
Larry, from Rice, Wheeler is relaxed and
genial. He usually takes at least two brief-
cases home each weekend and recently set
a record with six, but this weekend parental
responsibility takes precedence.

'About in 1973, I bought
an oil field supply company
and sold it a year later for
a $12 million profit."

T
he half days that he doesn't work at
Telex have not been idly spent. "In
1966, I started spending money of
my own to perfect a primary mag-

nesium processing plant. I foresaw the
growth of the use of magnesium in the
transportation industry, because it is the
lightest metal that can be used to manufac-
ture cars. At that time, Dow was the only
producer in the country," he explains.
The saga of the magnesium plant is a

long one. Though it is a history of setbacks,
Wheeler isn't daunted. He originally put

$4.5 million into the project, and Pullman
Kellogg put in $5.5 million. Ultimately, he
put in $10 million, and other investors,
including National Steel which bought out
Pullman Kellogg's share, put in $25 million.
This year, fifteen years after the develop-
ment began, the company turned its first
profit of $1 million.

In trying to perfect the difficult process,
Wheeler bought the exclusive rights to Rus-
sian magnesium technology. He brought
over Russian engineers to remodel the
electrolytic cells. The equipment was
adjusted to the new specifications. But the
process still wasn't workable.
"By hard work and perseverance we

were able to modify the Russian-type cell
and bring them on-stream in 1976. The rea-
son it all took so long is that changes take
eight or nine months because all the equip-
ment has to be redone," he explains.
"National Steel brought down their people,
and we kept spending money. In 1978,
National Steel quit and turned the keys
over to me." Though the Snyder, Texas
plant finally made a profit last year, "it
won't pay out unless we expand," he says.
Wheeler is remarkably untroubled by the

past fifteen years of struggle with his mag-
nesium plant. In fact, he expects to make
his money back on the whole project in five
or ten years. "If the auto industry goes to
magnesium, you could triple the mileage on
your car," he cheerfully adds, leading one
to suspect that when the time comes, Rog-
er Wheeler might do much, much better
than just make his money back.

Besides, it hasn't all been disappointment
the past fifteen years. In addition to getting
Telex back on the track, Wheeler got into
the oil and gas business in 1954 "to support
my magnesium endeavors. I have oil and
gas interests just about all over the coun-
try. Oil and gas has been kind to me in the
last few years, but there were years when
even oil and gas was a drag," he adds with
a smile.
"In 1959, I bought Continental Industries.

It made valves and fittings. I sold that to
Handy & Harmon in 1973 for $5 or $6 mil-
lion profit. About in 1973, I bought an oil
field supply company and sold it a year later
for a $12 million profit." He does admit that
"timing has a lot to do with it."

"I have another company that is a whole-
sale distributor of traffic appliances, such as
toasters and irons. It has profits of about $3
million a year. Two or three years ago, I
bought World Jai Alai," he continues. Jai
Alai, a game imported from South America
that originated in the Basque area of Spain,
is played with a small rubber ball and hand--

held wicker baskets. Wheeler owns both
the teams and the betting operation associ-
ated with them. It operates in Connecticut
and Florida. "There's never been a fix in
World Jai Alai," he claims. "I paid $57 mil-
lion dollars for the whole thing."

Realizing the irony of his position, his
wry humor comes to the fore as Wheeler
explains, "I'm not a supporter of legalized
gambling. I would vote against it, if it came
up in an election, but I think it's better that
a responsible businessman run it than a
gambling company. I do all the gambling I
need to do in the business. I'm a good
Presbyterian, and I go to church every Sun-
day. It's good self-discipline." He doesn't,
however, even blush as he admits that
World Jai Alai makes about $12 million pre-
tax a year.

"If you're not knowledgeable,
you can bet your competition
will be."

At a rough estimate his personal assets
fall somewhere between $30 to $70 mil-
lion. The way to be so successful, he says,
is to "work hard, and use imagination in
solving problems. Leonardo da Vinci said,
'the problem once defined is nearly solved.'
Defining the problem requires a tremendous
amount of effort and skill and knowledge,
more so today than before. Things are so
complex in any industry. If you're not
knowledgeable, you can bet your competi-
tion will be."
"My motivation is the challenge of it,

wanting to prove myself." The money, he
says, isn't really all that important. "With
the magnesium business I want to be crea-
tive and productive. Jai Alai is simply to
make money. I enjoy the oil and gas busi-
ness because it has a certain amount of
excitement — the unknown factor. The
reason I'm in Telex is ego. It's a public
company; you want some visibility; you
want to prove you can survive IBM or any-
one else; to prove that you can successfully
run a large public company."

Like other engineers turned entrepre-
neur, Wheeler still likes to get in the plant
as much as he can. "I love to do engineer-
ing work. I find it very relaxing. I take
home engineering and I sleep soundly, but
if I take home business, I can't sleep. Even
though the magnesium plant might be
humiliating, it's a challenge which brings
great satisfaction."

Clearly Wheeler gets a kick out of com-
peting and beating the odds. Even in his
spare time, he says, he buys all the books
he can find on making deals. "I love to read
about it." Putting the fun aside, he's trying
to spend a little less time on work now and
a little more on serious things like golf and
riding motorcycles on his 12,000 acre ranch
outside Tulsa.

Wheeler, who made his way in business
essentially by trial and error, is a major
supporter of the Jesse H. Jones Graduate
School of Administration's entrepreneurship
program. Though he agrees that instinct,
good judgement, and experience are impor-
tant tools of the entrepreneur, he believes
that many of the skills can be gotten in
school. "Professional management requires
training in business. It would have made it
much easier on me if I had had that train-
ing. I didn't have any except a high school
course in accounting and that helped. I
would be somewhat critical that they don't
teach more of the basics — financial engi-
neering and salesmanship."

Perfecting magnesium processing may
give special pleasure, but right now, all of
Roger Wheeler's business ventures contrib-
ute to that pleasant smile and quiet air of
confidence.



The Rag Street
Rascals got started
on a dare. Now
they're making
appearances all
over Houston.

By Nancy Volksen '80

A
lmost a century has passed since rag-
time classics like Scott Joplin's "Maple
Leaf Rag" were setting feet to tapping
all over America, but thanks to an

enterprising group of Shepherd School Musi-
cians, in Houston at least, toes are tapping
again.

The Rag Street Rascals, with members
Lovie Smith '80, Don Spinelli '80, graduate
student Carla Clark, and University of Hous-
ton music student Nancy Nelson, had their
beginnings in a dare.

"A year before we finally went out and
played, we were having Percussion Ensem-
ble rehearsal and our teacher, Richard
Brown, said, 'I dare you guys to get a group
and go down and play in front of Jones Hall.'
I said 'OK, we'll do it.' So we decided we'd
try for the opening night of the Symphony
this year," says Lovie Smith.

As it turned out, all the members of the
group were scheduled to play in the Percus-
sion Ensemble that night, so their next
chance came at the opening of the Houston
Ballet's production of Giselle.

"We just got together, got some rags,
and went down and did the Ballet. Richard
Brown was shocked — he didn't think we'd
do it. But you shouldn't dare us, because
we'll do anything."

Shortly before the ballet was scheduled
to end, the Rascals set up their marimbas,

The members of the Rag Street Rascals, Lovie Smith '80,
Carla Clark, Dan Spinelli '80, and Nancy Nelson
(1. to r), are natural clowns.
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xylophone, bass, stuffed monkey, and collec-
tion drum. As the people started pouring out
of Jones Hall, the group flew into their ver-
sion of Scott Joplin's "Stop Time Rag," com-
plete with whistles and bells.

"The name Scott Joplin is synonymous
with the sort of thing we do. We may throw
in an occasional other tune, but it's mostly
rag pieces. We know rag tunes; we learn
them as music majors. And they're fun,"
says Don Spinelli. "In New York and San
Francisco, even in New Orleans, there are a
lot of street musicians. It's kind of unique
here in Houston though, because no one
does it. We just figured we'd try it," says
Smith. Spinelli adds, "We didn't really know
how it would turn out or how it would be
received. Houston's just not set up like
those other cities where you can stand on a
street and draw a crowd at any time of the
day. Still, it wouldn't have mattered if the
first time had been the last time. It was just
for fun — to see if we could do it."

Houstonions have been delighted that
they did. Chronicle reporter Diana Dry
caught a few crowd comments following the
Rascals' appearance after the Houston
Grand Opera's performance of Otello: "I
think it's refreshing." "Just like San Francis-
co, I think it's great." Smith enthusiastically
agrees, "The people love it. They're coming
out; we're out here — it's great!"

Not only do the crowds show their
appreciation with words, but often with
donations into the Rascals' drum as well.
After the people have dispersed, the group
divides the night's take. Twelve dollars each
is about average, although on some nights,
they might make more. "I think one night we
got $85." That averages out to around $18
apiece. Not bad for ten to fifteen minutes of
work.

Since their debut, the Rag Street Ras-
cals have been making appearances all over
Houston. Besides playing after events at
Jones Hall, the Rascals were invited to play
for Marshall Field's opening this past fall, for
the Ballet's annual ball, "Soiree on the
Suwannee," in March, and for Sharpstown
Center's Grand Reopening in May. As the
group's handbills say, they also do "wed-
dings, bar mitzvahs, parties, business meet-
ings, and etcetera."

Although the Rascals have been
together for less than a year, they have
already evolved their own unmistakable
style. They knew from the beginning that
they wanted to play ragtime and that, in the
true tradition of ragtime performers, they
would make their way, as talented freelance
itinerants, in the streets. Before their first
appearance, the group decided on a cos-
tume. What they came up with was "raunchy
blue jeans, thongs, real nice shirts, funky-
looking ties, and little hats." After that, the
name 'Rag Street Rascals' followed pretty
naturally, and over the months, the basics
haven't changed.

Lovie Smith, who has played for "The
Wiz," "Timbucktu," and "The Mitzi Gaynor
Show," and whose ambition is to play for the
Symphony, is usually responsible for rear-
ranging the traditional ragtime piano scores
to fit the group's instruments. She and Don
Spinelli are more or less the leaders of the
group and work together to keep perform-
ance dates manageable and communication
lines between the group and the outside
world open.

While both Smith and Spinelli graduated
this year, the Rascals have no thoughts of
disbanding. It's hard to stop, once you've got
the "rhythm.
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Nseitis' &Notices'
Senior Engineers
Honored
Richard T. Mifflin has been chosen as this
year's Outstanding Senior Engineer by the
Rice Engineering Alumni. A chemical engi-
neering student, Rick was chosen from five
nominees representing each engineering
discipline. The four Alumni Scholars named
were: Paul H. Griffith, mechanical engineer-
ing; James C. Earthman, materials science;
Norman E. Gutzler, civil engineering; and
Joe W. Guthridge, electrical engineering.
Recognition by the Rice Engineering Alumni
consists of more than a plaque and a
handshake. Rick was awarded $1000, and
each Alumni Scholar received a $250 prize.

Mifflin, who graduated first in the 1980
class, could have been chosen on academics
alone, but chemical engineering professor
Larry McIntire is eager to stress, "Activi-
ties are important to the committee; they
are not strictly interested in academic
standing." Mifflin's list of extracurricular
activities is no less impressive than his
scholastic excellence. This year Rick was
president of Tau Beta Pi, the engineering
honor society; he was a member of the Stu-
dent Admissions Committee; and he was
intramurally active in football, basketball,
and softball.
An achievement the chemical engineering

department is particularly proud of, Rick
scored among the five highest in the nation
on the competitive Putnam Math Exam.
Earlier this year, Mifflin and fellow senior
Samuel H. Schreiber were recognized for
their performance at the Mathematical Sci-
ences Tournament in Arlington TX.
Ready to begin graduate study, Mifffin is

heading for Princeton next fall. He has yet
to decide what field of engineering interest
he will specialize in. "Let's just say I have
no special disinterests," the multi-talented
graduate says.

Four Faculty
Receive Awards
The prestigious John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Fellowships were awarded to 276
scholars this year from a total of 3,066
applicants. Three of the recipients were
Rice professors.
Jane Nitzsche, professor of English, will

use the fellowship to complete a book on
medieval commentary on the mythology of
Latin epic poetry.
Robert Patten, professor of English,

plans to write a biography of George
Cruikshank, one of Charles Dickens's major
illustrators.

Florante A. Quiocho, associate professor
of biochemistry, will continue his research
on protein structure and function with the
fellowship.
The fellowships are awarded on the basis

of demonstrated accomplishment in the past
and strong promises for the future. The
amount of money awarded is based on half
the individual winner's salary, plus anticipat-
ed expenditures for his or her project.

Also history professor Allen J. Matusow
has been named a Piper Professor for 1980.
Established in 1958 by the Minnie Stevens
Piper Foundation as recognition for out-
standing achievement in college and univer-
sity teaching in Texas, the award carries
with it an honorarium of $1500. Matusow
was one of ten to receive this honor from
the Foundation.

In their selection process, the Piper
Foundation looks for those individuals who
they consider to be well-rounded, outgoing,
devoted to their professions, and who have
made a special impact both on their stu-
dents and in the community. Matusow is
only the seventh Rice professor to receive
a Piper Professorship since the establish-
ment of the award in 1958.

Authors David Westheimer (1.) and John Graves ( r) flank their former teacher George Williams
at the Friends of Fondren fund- raiser William Goyen looks on from behind Graves.

Arts at Rice
Books
The Friends of Fondren gathered a crowd
in April for an evening celebration of Rice
poets, novelists, and playwrights. Authors
David Westheimer '37, and William Goyen
'37, both of Los Angeles, and John Graves
'42 of Glen Rose, Texas came to town for
the event. A drawing was held for signed
copies of their novels.
June Davis Arnold '48, Max Apple, pro-

fessor of English, Monroe K. Spears, pro-
fessor of English, and George G. Williams,
professor emeritus of English, also attended
and their works were included in the draw-
ing. Signed copies of books by novelist Lar-
ry McMurtry MA '60, poet John Irwin PhD
'70, playwright George Greanias '70, assist-
ant professor of administrative science, and
playwright J.P. Miller '41 were also
donated.
Jerome Charyn, who recently served as a

visiting Mellon professor of humanities at
Rice for one semester, also attended. A
first edition, signed copy of his latest novel
was auctioned.
The drawing and auction raised $3650,

which will be used to strengthen the
library's collection.
The literary evening included a perform-

ance of highlights of George Greanias's
play, Hello Hamlet, performed by the Wiess
College Tabletop Players, and classical
music from a quartet of Shepherd School
students.

Westheimer, who is best known for Von
Ryan's Express, discussed his new novel
Von Ryan's Return, while he was in town.
Both of the Von Ryan books take place in
Italy and Germany during World War II.

William Goyen will have a new novel,
entitled Arcadia, come out later this year.
Like Larry McMurtry, who visited the cam-
pus earlier this spring to give an Alumni
Institute lecture, Goyen explained that he
derives much of his inspiration from Hous-
ton. Both of them now live in other states.
Goyen adds, "Rice is one of the roots of
my life. I flowered out of here."
John Graves is expected to have two

books published later this year. From a
Limestone Ledge, and Blue and Some Other
Dogs. He is known particularly for his writ-
ing on Texas natural life.
Exhibits
Rice Museum presented a major retrospec-
tive exhibit of the architecture and design of
Alvar Aalto (1898-1976) in April and May.
The show included plans, sketches, models,
video slides, furniture and other examples
of the Finnish architect's work. Aalto's
design projects ranged from large-scale
community planning to lighting fixtures,
streamlined tea caddies and organically
sculpted glass vases.

His structures are thoughtfully planned to

combine functional considerations, natural
lighting and building materials with personal
appeal. The rhythmic curves of Aalto's
facades and interior spaces were inspired
by natural landscape forms and the organic
materials which he used for construction.
His buildings are distinctively personal envi-
ronments with comfort and aesthetic aims
in mind.

The Student Show 79/80 was exhibited in
Sewall Art Gallery in April and May. The
selection of student work included draw-
ings, paintings, prints, photographs and
sculpture. An impressive range of styles,
from abstract to photo-realism represented
contemporary movements in art as well as
including traditional motifs. The sampling of
the students' best was an excellent exhibit
of talent at Rice.
Music
The Rice Chorale presented Mozart's
Requiem on April 23 and 24 in the Rice
Memorial Chapel. Directed by Richard
Koehler, assistant dean of the Shepherd
School of Music, the chorale consisted of
students and faculty, along with alumni and
community members for the requisite num-
ber of one hundred singers. The Rice Sym-
phony accompanied the group.
The Shepherd Society presented "A

Kaleidoscope of Music" this spring. The
event was a showcase of the talented Shep-
herd School of Music students. Coordinated
by Nancy Akers, special projects vice-presi-
dent for the society, the evening included a
number of separate performances by the
students in different parts of Hamman Hall.
The listeners moved among several stations
to hear the variety of music.
The offerings ranged from a snare drum

trio to a Beethoven sonata, and the quality
of all the students was admirable. A particu-
larly fine performance was given by violinist
Martha Marks and pianist Hal Scott.
Theatre
With its spring production of Romeo and
Juliet, Baker College celebrated the tenth
anniversary of its annual Shakespeare Festi-
val. Students and faculty from all over cam-
pus participate in the plays each year.
Everyone, including some alumni, help to
ready the costumes and sets.
The college also holds a one-day Shake-

spearean Fair, for which they revive Eng-
lish medieval customs. Plentiful food and
mead are standard, as are the dunking
booth, stocks, and a slave auction.
The evening Baker Shakespearean Feast

is infamous on campus. Open to seniors of
Jones and Baker and their dates, the event
is reputedly carried on with full medieval
vigor. Costume is required, and an adultu-
rated version of a scene from that year's
Shakespeare play is the entertainment.

Brown & Richter
Named
Distinguished
Alumni
The sixty-seventh commencement was held
with due ceremony on May 10th. The brightly
colored banners hanging from the top of Lovett
Hall were spotlighted by the slanting rays of the
evening sun. Five-hundred-ninety-seven stu-
dents walked up to the platform in front of the
Sallyport to receive bachelor's degrees.
Another two-hundred-twenty-eight were
awarded master's degrees, and sixty-eight
doctoral degrees were conferred.

After the degrees were awarded, several
people received special awards. Russ Pittman
'58, manager of campus business affairs, who is
retiring after twenty years at Rice, was given a
scroll honoring his service and accomplish-
ments by the president. Frank E. Vandiver,
provost and vice president for academic affairs,
who is leaving to become president of North
Texas State University, received the nine-
teen volume History of the British Army from
the president.
Tom Eubank '51 then presented Distin-

guished Alumnus Awards to George R. Brown
'20 and G. Holmes Richter BA '26, MA '27,
PhD '29.

George R. Brown '20

George Brown only attended Rice for one
year before the first World War intervened,
and he enlisted in the marines. But his year at
Rice was enough to cement his loyalty to the
institute.

Together with his brother, Brown built
Brown & Root from a small roadbuilding com-
pany into one of the largest international
construction and engineering firms in the
world. During World War II, the brothers
turned their operation to the benefit of the war
effort. They built more than 350 combat ships
for the U.S. government. Later during the
Great Depression, their crews built much of
the Houston Ship Channel. Since then they
have engineered entire cities.
Brown was among the first to realize the

potential of transporting natural gas as fuel. He
conceived of using oil pipelines that were sitting
idle for gas transmission to save time and mon-
ey. A new industry was begun. Along with his
brother, Brown formed the Texas Eastern
Transmission Company.
Though Brown says he loves "the romance

of engineering," he also has successfully devel-
oped oil interests with his company, Brownco
Oil Company, and he sits on the boards of major
steel, communications, and transportation
conglomerates.
Perhaps his outstanding achievements have

not been in business, however, but in his stead-
fast commitment to independent higher
education. From the time he engineered the
Rincon Oil Field purchase in 1942 for the young
Rice Institute, he has been a tireless worker in
building the university. His wife, Alice Pratt
Brown, says that Rice is like another child to
Brown. He was the first alumnus to join the
board of trustees, and from 1950 to 1968, he
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served as chairman of that board.
As chairman, he redirected the financial

investment policy of the university Nid made a
series of wise purchases that set it on a sound
financial course. He and his brother gave nine-
ty-six percent of the stock in Brown & Root to
the Brown Foundation. From that Foundation,
which is directed by George Brown,
Private colleges and universities all over the
state of Texas have received substantial, sus-
taining support.
At Rice, not only did the brothers build the

stadium in only nine months, but they did it at
cost. Later the Brown Foundation made gifts to
the university that enabled it to build Margaret
Root Brown College and the Herman Brown
Hall for mathematical sciences and computer
Operations. After retiring from the board, he
initiated another program to ensure the contin-
uing financial health of the university, the ten
Year Brown Challenge. Designed to encourage
all alumni to give to the university, under the
terms of the challenge, unrestricted gifts are
matched by the Brown Foundation.

Rice at times has placed more students in
medical school than any other university in the
country. The person who is largely credited
With that success is George Holmes Richter.
Known affectionately as "the dean," the man
who spent his career building medical students
and building Rice is still a familiar face on
campus.
He received all his degrees here and then

began teaching chemistry at Rice in 1931, fol-
lowing two years of research at Cornell. Over

G. Holmes Richter '26

the years he was promoted to professor, chair-
man of the chemistry department, dean of the
Institute, and dean of graduate studies. No
doubt it is the tracing of this ladder which leads
him to remark, "I've been everything around
here from janitor on up."
Throughout the years, his favorite topic has

been organic chemistry, and it was in that class
that he shaped raw sophomores into future
doctors. "The battle is won or lost down in the
sophomore year." he says. Richter has written
both a textbook and a lab manual for the in-
struction of organic, emphasizing pre-med
Concerns. The books were widely used.
Though he claims that Rice was something like
a "Prussian Army," when he was dean, he is
fondly remembered by thousands of students.
Not only has his dedication to high teaching

standards and concern for individual students
made a lasting impression on Rice and on Rice

but as dean for more than twenty years,
Richter was instrumental in building a national
reputation of excellence for the university. He
recruited many of the outstanding faculty mem-
bers, and encouraged the growth of graduate
studies, until the number of doctoral degrees
that were awarded each year was increased
five fold.

Though Richter retired in 1974, he still
returns to the campus each day to pursue his
research in chemistry and to counsel those
sophomores who hope to become medical
doctors 
At commencement, Richter was also award-

ed the first Faculty Service award from the
board of governors. Chairman Robert R.
Herring presented him with an award scroll and
a $2,000 check, "in recognition of more than
fifty years of service."

The architect's rendering of Anderson Hall shows the planned new wing on the left and the
courtyard that it will define.

Anderson and
Abercrombie
Renovated
Construction recently began on the major
renovation and addition to Anderson Hall. The
School of Architecture has occupied the build-
ing since it was first completed in 1947. They
have found that studio facilities, exhibit space,
and the mechanical systems are inadequate for
their growing student body.
The firm James Stirling, Michael Wilford and

Associates was selected by the faculty of the
school to design a new wing and a renovation
plan for portions of the old building. The Lon-
don firm has an outstanding international repu-
tation for innovative, contemporary architec-
ture. Stirling was recently awarded the Royal
Gold Medal for Architecture by Queen Eliza-
beth II. Ambrose and McEnany, Architects will
serve as the local associates.
The proposed changes, which will cost an

estimated $2.85 million, will add 15,000 square
feet to Anderson Hall's present size of 25,000
square feet. Architecture school alumnus S.I.
Morris '35 is leading the campaign for funds for
the project. About $1.19 million has been
raised, aside from university funding. A con-
centrated effort to raise another million is still
underway.
From the central quadrangle, Anderson

Hall, which is perpendicular to Fondren
Library, will continue to look similar to Rayzor
Hall, its twin across the quadrangle. Inside of
the existing building, the second floor is being
rearranged into four new studios and faculty
offices. The mechanical system is being com-
pletely replaced.
What is now the short "ell" at the west end of

the building on the side away from the quadran-
gle is being enlarged. It will become a double
height gallery and exhibition space. This is
where juries of student work will take place,
and the area can be adapted for lectures. A

bridge will cross over the double height area
toward the new wing of the building. It will
serve as a viewing balcony.
The new wing of the building will be added on

the north side. It will be perpendicular to and
west of the thickened ell. Wilford, who has
served as a visiting professor of architecture at
Rice, and Stirling spent time on the campus
studying the detailing and compositional ele-
ments of the Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson
buildings (Lovett Hall and Physics). The new
wing will reflect many of the memorable fea-
tures in those buildings. The brick and roofing
material for the new wing will match that of the
other quadrangle buildings. "The design of the
new facades maintains sympathy for the exist-
ing campus style while making a contemporary
architectural statement," the architects said.
The new wing, together with the west side of

the old building and the colonnade from Ander-
son to the library, will form a three-sided court-
yard. The side of the wing facing the courtyard
will have large arched windows which reflect
the openings in the colonnade. Two conical
skylights will signal the major entrances into
the building from the quadrangle and the street.
The renovated main building should be ready

for occupation by January 1981, and the addi-
tion in late spring 1981. Until then, the School of
Architecture is dispersing around the campus.
They will be holding studios in basements of
some of the colleges and other buildings this
fall. Many of the faculty members will go tem-
porarily without offices on campus.

Abercrombie Engineering Laboratory,
which primarily houses the departments of
electrical engineering and chemical engineer-
ing is also slated for some renovation. Over
$1.5 million has already been raised for the
project, and, according to W. W. Akers, vice-
president for administration, the university is
trying to double that amount in outside funding.
The project will start with interior renovation,
including changes in the heating, air condition-
ing, and ventilation systems. A 17,000 square
foot addition to the building is also under consid-
eration, depending on the funds available.

Nervous seniors made the usual preparations for the big moment.

Hackerman &
Akers Named
Energy Advisors
Both state and national energy boards have
been manned with Rice advisors as of late.
President Norman Hackerman was one of
nine new members recently named to the
U.S. Department of Energy's Energy
Research Advisory Board. "The purpose of
the Board," Edward Frieman, Director of
Energy Research, explains, "is to advise
Secretary Charles Duncan BA '47, the Dep-
uty, and Under Secretary, and myself on
overall research and development conduct-
ed in the Department of Energy and to pro-
vide long-range guidance in these areas."
Texas governor, Bill Clements, has

appointed William Akers, vice president for
administration, to serve on the Advisory
Committee on Nuclear Energy, which oper-
ates under the auspices of the Texas Ener-
gy and Natural Resources Advisory Council.
This committee will consider issues such as
power generation, uranium mining and
waste disposal.

Rice Clubs Meet
New Orleans
"Despite heavy rains and threat of more
flooding, a good group turned out on April
18 for the wine and cheese party at our
home," writes Albert Kidd '64, who along
with his wife Elizabeth, hosted a New
Orleans event for Rice alumni in the area.
Franz Brotzen, professor of materials sci-
ence, spoke to the group about changes at
Rice and his solar energy project. A lively
discussion on the state of faculty salaries
ensued.
Washington, D.C.
In early May, the Washington, D.C. area
group met and hosted a reception at the
Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian, follow-
ing a private showing of the Arab Costume
Exhibit by guest curators Nabila Cronfel '74
and Sheryl Ameen, both of Houston. Local
alumni ate Arab pastries and cheeses, and
washed it down with Arab wine. About
thirty-five attended. Bethany Ramey Wil-
liams '70, with some help from her husband
Clint, Bob Floyd '61, Carl and Christine
Rowland Ulrich '67/'67, arranged the
reception.
Bob, Carl, and Jane Booker Reynolds '55

are serving on the Executive Committee of
the Washington Club.
Corpus Christi
Later that month, about thirty Corpus
Christi alumth got together for dinner at the
Pharoah Country Club. Kathryn Alcorn Duf-
fle '51, executive director of the Association
of Rice Alumni, spoke to the group about
the activities of the association, and Kon-
stantin Kolenda '50, professor of philoso-
phy, went down to deliver the lecture that
he presented to the Spring 1980 Alumni
Institute. It was called Stealing Thoughts
from Poets.

The dinner tables were decorated with
owls from the collection belonging to Flor-
ence Kendrick Beatty '35, president of the
Rice Club in Corpus.
Austin
Austin area alumni held an organizational
meeting on June 1 1 th at the home of Lee
and Jean Lilliott Blocker '39/'38. Joe Reilly
'48, chairman of the alumni association's
area activities committee, and Duffie
attended from Houston.
Hill Country
Gardner and Alice-Jean Winters hosted a
barbeque in the Hill Country, at their home
on the Guadalupe River. Mary Margaret
Raymond Mayfield '40 helped to organize
the event, and Sam Carrington, university
librarian, and Duffle were guests.
Bay Area
Everyone in the San Francisco area is invit-
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ed to a Summer Sherbet and Champagne
party on Sunday, July 20 at 4:00 P.M. It will
be held at the home of Don and Carolyn
Dearmond Caddes '581'58, 1181 Harriet
Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301, phone (415)
312-2616. Or call Hall McKinney '64 at
(415) 546-8330, office; (415) 347-7844,
home, for information.
For information on activities in these

areas or others around the country, call
Kathryn Alcorn Duffle (713) 527-4057.

Sports at Rice
Rice baseball team ended the season 14-29,
with an 8-16 record in conference play. Af-
ter eighteen years with the Rice Owls,
head baseball coach Doug Osburn retired
from college coaching to return as a full-
time coach to St. John's High School.
The men's tennis team finished 7th in a

conference of champions. The first six
teams in the Southwest Conference were
all ranked in the top twenty in the nation in
1979. Rice's finishing record was 10-10
under new tennis coach Larry Turville.
Rocky Royer was the number one player of
the team, upsetting Jai Di Louie in the first
round of conference tournament. Senior Jay
Evert was named most valuable player by
his teammates.
The women's tennis team, under the

coaching of Cynthia Averett, played well,
but problems with illness and injuries forced
them to end the season prematurely. Tracie
Blumentritt, freshman and number one
player for the team, played all the way to
the state AIAW Division-1 quarter-finals.
Veteran pros Sue Taylor, Kay Abrahams,
and Debbie Melaas upheld their consistently
good tennis during the season.

Labor Probes
Rice Records
The Department of Labor is presently
checking Rice's past and present personnel
records to see if the university's hiring
practices are in compliance with federal reg-
ulations. Including student loans, grants for
programs, and faculty research grants, over
$6 million in federal funds passes through
the university each year. To qualify for that
money the university must comply with
Executive Order 11246, which requires
affirmative action to ensure equal employ-
ment opportunity within all government
contractors.

Although the Department of Labor has
not specified what they are looking for, the
administration believes that the investiga-
tion may be in response to a complaint that
was originally filed in 1971 by the Women's
Equity Action League with the Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare charging
Rice with discrimination against women in
faculty hiring. The complaint was dropped
because jurisdiction over compliance with
affirmative action regulations was moved to
the Department of Labor. The complaint
was refiled with the Department of Labor
after the shuffle.
The administration is convinced that

when the investigation is complete, the uni-
versity will not be charged with any unfair
practices.
Each department hires its own faculty

members, following affirmative action guide-
lines as it searches for qualified people. To
comply with the federal regulations, "the
number of women, for example, you need
in one department is based on the overall
percent of women currently qualified in that
field," says William W. Akers, vice-presi-
dent for administration. However, he adds,
"I don't think this university would hire
anyone as a token."
"Promotions and tenure are handled by

the Faculty Council," he continues. Akers is
an administrative appointment to that coun-
cil. During the 1979-80 academic year, only

17 of the 228 tenured professors here were
women, but this spring five women were
granted tenure, three others who already
had tenure were promoted to professor,
and one was promoted to associate profes-
sor without tenure.
"Tenure is granted on academic merit,"

Akers explains. "As more women are
available, more are hired and eventually
promoted." Each year the Faculty Council
reviews the dossiers of every faculty mem-
ber eligible for tenure. The Council votes
on the candidates and makes recommenda-
tions to the president, who then takes the
matter to the board of governors. There is
no restriction on the number of people who
can be recommended for tenure.

"If the DOL sights any problems," Akers
speculates, "they will probably not be in the
promotion of women, since they seem to
move up the tenure ladder as quickly as
men do." The university has had some
problem, though, in competing with the
high salaries that many universities are
offering racial minorities.

Giving Clubs
Welcome New
Members
The Founder's Club and President's Club
were established in the fall of 1970 as a
means of bringing together alumni, parents
and friends who give substantial support for
Rice's current operations. Membership is
on an annual basis (July 1 through the fol-
lowing June 30) and includes the individual
and his or her spouse.
First-time Founder's Club members during
the months of March and April are:
Dr. Charles A. Stout '52
Dr. & Mrs. R. Kent Watts '61/'61
Ms. Kay Preston '75
Robert J. Erickson '76

First-time President's Club members during
the months of March and April are:
Eberhard Kenneth Winkler '31
Capt. Louis Patrick Gray III '36
Mr. & Mrs. Harry A. Echols, Jr. '37/'41
Mr. & Mrs. H. Harry Askins —/'38
Thomas J. Foye '40
Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Chan '41
Norman A. Koneman, Jr. '41
Mr. & Mrs. Morris L. Newnham '44P46
Phillip D. Swatzell '45
Mrs. Raymond S. Allen '48
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Don McKinley '48
Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Mercer '49
Dr. & Mrs. Jack D. Slattery '53P57
Mr. & Mrs. Hubert L. Stewart '53
Louette & Dan Weiser '55/'54
Mrs. R. W. Blide '58
John J. Sisler '58
Ronald W. & Elta W. Chandler '61/'61
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Lockerd '61
Mr. & Mrs. W. Woodruff Tompkins '63
Mr. & Mrs. Don E. Fizer '64
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Weaver Burrow '65
Thomas Cleveland Demetrician '66
R. Ralph Parks, Jr. '66
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Elwonger '67
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Norman Mims '70/72
Mrs. Jan G. McCorstin '73
Ms. Anne Fidelman '74
Kenneth C. Floyd '74
William S. Lee '74
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl L. Roberts '74
Mrs. Dolores Brooks '75
Thomas William & Debra Hopping Davis
'75/'76
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Jennings '75
Dr. An-Kuo Wu '75
Paul Oliver '77
E. Michael Bednorz '78
Don T. Macune '78
Steven N. Tighe '78
Teddy L. Walker '78
Mark V. Weber '78
Mr. & Mrs. Men Irwin Berkley
Sanford E. McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. M. W. Parse, Jr.

Helen Saba Worden '38 and Pat Moore '52 are the new chairman and vice-chairman of
the Rice University Fund Council.

Council Visits Labs
Helen Saba Worden '38 has been selected
to be the chairman of the Rice University
Fund Council during the upcoming academic
year. Pat Moore '52 will serve as vice-
chairman. The selections were announced
at the council's May 9th biannual meeting.
The council advises the university on all its
fundraising activities.

S.I. Morris '35 will head the annual fund
drive for the year, with Ben Hayton '45
assisting as vice-chairman of that effort.

While on campus, the volunteer fund-
raisers had the opportunity to see the uni-
versity's research facilities. Their tour
included a look at laser laboratories in the
Space Physics building and an explanation of
the projects that use the lasers, a visit to

Alumni Choose
New Reps
The ballots sent in from alumni, electing six
new members to the executive board of the
Association of Rice Alumni, have been tabu-
lated. The new board members are:
Mary Bentley Arnold '36 active in civic
organizations throughout Houston. Arnold
has worked with the Alumni Association on
Homecoming activities and has served as
vice-chair and chair of the Houston Area
Telefwid.
Ed Jennings '48 retired director of Euro-
pean planning in the refining department of
Continental Oil. Jennings has served as a
past member of the Alumni Executive
Board, as Memorial Center fund drive cap-
tain, and co-chairman of the Rice Parents'
Council
Harvin C. Moore, Jr. '59 president of
Village Developers, Inc. in Houston. Moore
has served as Alumni Association treasurer
and a member of the Executive Board.
John T. King '67 vice president and min-
ister of program and administration at St.
Luke's United Methodist Church in Hous-
ton. King is an alumni interviewer, a mem-
ber of the President's Club, and is currently
serving on the University Standing Commit-
tee on Religion.
Germaine Bagot Cossaboom '75 supervi-
sor of tax staff at Ernst and Whinney of
Houston. Cossaboom helped produce the
career advisors' directory with the Alumni
Association and is co-founder of the Profes-
sional Women's Club.
Charles Tighe '51 officer and director of
the Midland law firm Cotton, Bledsoe,
Tighe, and Dawson. A former city council-
man, Tighe has previously worked on the
Rice Annual Fund.
C. M. Hudspeth '40 has been elected
as an alumni governor of the university.
Hudspeth is a past president of the Alumni
Association and has been a lecturer in politi-
cal science at Rice for thirty-three years.
He will be replacing Walter Murphy '48.

the home of the Rice Engineering Design &
Development Institute (REDDI) in the
Mechanical Laboratory, and a computer
demonstration at the Institute for Computer
Services & Applications.

In his address to the group, President
Norman Hackerman explained that Rice will
be forced to compete more during the next
decade for the top quality students, because
of the drop in the number of college-age
students. He pointed out that the work of
the council in building the university endow-
ment is a vital element in the struggle to
keep the tuition down. Low tuition is one of
Rice's selling points. "You can't have, for
any length of time, a quality institution that
is financially unstable," he added.

Fellowship
Opportunities
Available
Would you be interested in working for a
year with an architecture firm in Japan, a
newspaper in Hongkong, a bank in Singa-
pore, or some position in your own chosen
career field, whatever it may be, in any of a
dozen other Far Eastern locations? If you
are a recent graduate, senior, or graduate
student, you can have that opportunity.
Someone else will make all the necessary
arrangements and pay the expenses for the
year: travel, medical insurance, a basic sti-
pend of $9000 or $11,000 if your spouse
accompanies you, plus a variable allowance
depending on where you are living and
working.
The Luce Scholars Program is funded by

the Henry Luce Foundation, Inc. for the
purpose of developing a broader under-
standing of Asia and Asian people among
young men and women of particular
promise who are not likely to have any
direct experience of the Far East through
other channels. If selected to be a member
of this program, you would have the oppor-
tunity to work for a year with people
in your field in a wholly different cultural
setting.

Applicants must be no older than 29 and
possessed of at least a bachelor's degree by
September 1, 1981, and must not be
involved in a course of study clearly direct-
ed toward Asian affairs or international rela-
tions. Major considerations in making initial
nominations and final selection will be per-
sonal qualities of leadership and maturity,
an outstanding academic record, and a
strong career commitment for the future.

Applications and information on the
scholarship are being handled in the office
of the Dean of Undergraduate Affairs, 101
Lovett Hall. They must be filed by October
20, 1980.



SALLYPORTJUNE 13

I •

After acquiring 150 patents and inventing
some complex engineering devices for the oil
industry, Herbert Allen BS '29 has per-
fected the corkscrew. The "Screwpull" takes
no strength to operate and according to Allen
"eliminates skill and chance in wine-cork pull-
ing." Allen's company Hallen is producing the
Screwpull. Alice Matthews Cantelmi BA
31 writes: "My husband, Frank and I moved
to California in 1942. We have lived in many
sections in California, but we like this area
beSt at Atascadero. We visit many of our
friends in Texas, so we have kept in touch
With both our TCU and Rice classmates.
Since retiring in 1971, we have traveled in
nor motor home to all our states, Mexico and
Alaska. Inflation and the gas situation have
CU t our travels. We are more involved with
local organizations now — AAUW, Audubon
Society, Art Club, Women's Club and also
distributing Amway Products which keeps us
very busy most of the time. She adds that her
husbanckvas voted into TCU's Ex-L. Hall of
Fame and that they are looking forward to
vi. siting Rice again for her 50th class reunion
In 1981. Eugene B. Sisk BA '38 was
recently elected to the board of Cibolo State
Bank. Rita Gay Oldham's BA '39 MA '40
appearance as Mrs. Plumm in Main Street
Theater's Uncommon Women and Others
received an excellent review in The Houston
Chronicle. Richard Dwelle BA '43, pub-
lisher of the Athens Review, was named the
"Texas Newspaper Leader of the Year" by
the Texas Daily Newspaper Association.
Leon W. Clark '44, formerly western
regional medical director, Hoffmann-La
Roche Inc., has taken a medical disability
retirement after nineteen years with the cor-
Poration. Dr. Clark has directed the clinicalresearch of investigational pharmaceutical
entriPounds in the western United States. He
will continue to reside at his home: 233 Melo-
dy Lane, Orinda, California 94563. David

Hannah, Jr. BA '44 has
been invited to serve on
the Hermann Hospital
Estate board of trustees.
He is co-founder of
Ayrshire Corporation of
Houston and president of
Castlewood Corporation
of Denver. He is also

President of the real estate development
elprnPany Ayrshire Corporation of Australia.

Ben C. Hayton BS '45
has been named president
of Texaco Chemical Com-
pany, a new division of
Texaco. His company will
be responsible for world-
wide chemical manufac-
turing and product sales,
including sixteen plants in

en countries. Muriel Wicks Escobar
_?11, 46 writes, "Leaving five of seven chil-
Yen in Texas, Javier, our two youngest
ucanghters, and I will reside in San Marino,
alit My husband is serving the Mexican

pvernrnent as Consul-General in Los Ange-
Ts. It will be hard to say goodbye to-flocka-
haY and friends in Dallas after fifteen years,

a new challenge teaching Spanish awaitsat 
Sacred Heart Academy, nestled in the San

„ ahriel mountains. I'd love to hear from Rice
"es" of our era visiting or living in the Los

Angeles area!" Leon M.
Nad BA '46 was guest
speaker for a Business
Week Seminar held in
Houston in May. He is
the partner and national
director of technical tax
services of the accounting
firm Price, Waterhouse

411_4 Company, of New York City. Nad's topic
"S 

of
Tax Shelters Work."

Two members of the same class, J. Thomas
Eubank BA '51 and James Powell BA
'51, were asked, in light of their expertise on
the subject, to testify before the Senate
finance subcommittee on taxation and debt
management. The subject in question was
estate taxes. Eubank, a partner in the law
firm Baker & Botts, is also the last retiring
chairman of the American Bar Association's
real property, probate and trust law section.
Powell is the tax committee chairman of the
National Cattlemen's Association. "Most of
the testimony is written; prepared in
advance. Mine will run seventy-five pages,"
Eubank says. "Congressional testimony is
getting to be old hat for me now, and for Jim-
my too, I think," he adds. Though the stand-
ard time for a verbal presentation is ten min-
utes, Eubank was allotted twenty. G. Taft
Lyon, Jr. BA '51, pastor at Manhattan Pres-
byterian Church in El Paso, is seeking elec-
tion as moderator and national spokesman for
the one million members of the Southern
Presbyterian denomination. Rev. Lyon has
served as pastor in several Texas communi-
ties and has been involved with international
mission work. Pat H. Moore BS '52 recent-
ly joined Raymond International Builders,
Inc. (RayBilt) as a senior vice president and
member of the board of directors. He is also
chairman of the board of Raymond Technical
Facilities, Inc. (RayTech), a Raybilt subsidi-
ary. Back in 1957 Henry Steele BA '52
predicted in his doctoral dissertation that the
US would have an increased dependency on
foreign oil, and reach its own oil production
peak in 1960. Currently teaching economics
at University of Houston, Steele says that
OPEC's price increases, based on "economic
warfare" are responsible for world inflation.
But Steele believes that in the future, the
organization may splinter among the Arab and

non-Arab members. Rob-
ert P. Larkins BS '55,
who was senior vice pres-
ident of Exxon Coal USA,
Inc. since 1977, recently
became manager of the
newly formed Synthetic
Fuels Department of
Exxon Company, U.S.A.

Robert W. Wilson BA '57 Richardson,
one of the winners of the 1978 Nobel prize in
physics, has been awarded an honorary
degree from Thiel College in Greenville,
Pennsylvania. Wilson has helped Thiel
acquire instruments for its chemistry
department.

Jack Lanier BA '60 Wiess has been col-
lecting the papers of Carlos Montezuma, a
Yavapai Indian from central Arizona who was
a leading activist in the Indian rights move-
ment earlier this century. Larner's project
has won a three year government grant to
the Houston school district where he teaches
history at Klein Forest High School. This is
the first time such a research grant has been
awarded to a public school system. A spokes-
man for the National Historical Publications
and Records Commission said, "It's one of
our more interesting projects." He also called
Lanier "a really good scholar." Jon Bert
McElreath BA '61 Hanszen has been
named senior vice president and controller at
The Coastal Corporation (NYSE) of Houston.

Joe M. Hamner BA '62
BS '63 Baker has been
named president of The
Carter Mining Company,
a division of Exxon Coal
USA, Inc. John S. E.
Jiannas BA '62, a com-
mander in the US Navy,
recently received the

Meritorious Service Medal for duty with
Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Group
Twelve, homeported in Mayport, FL. Cur-
rently on duty with the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions and Defense Intelligence Agency in
Washington, he will assume the duties of the
Assistant US Naval Attache to the Federal

Solid Security
Martha A. McSteen '44 is the regional commissioner for the Social
Security Administration for the five southwestern states, Texas, Okla-
homa, New Mexico, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Four million individuals
receive social security benefits in this region, and the budget that
McSteen administers is $10 million annually.
She is one of the ten regional commissioners in the U.S., and she was

the first woman to have participated in the social security executive
training program. "When I started in 1947, there wasn't a great deal
offered to women in the private sector," she says. McSteen worked her
way up the ranks of the administration, holding different positions rang-
ing from a claims representative to a district manager to a regional rep-
resentative for health insurance to her present position, which she has
held since 1976.
"I'm responsible for the social security programs in the southwestern

states. There are 145 offices, and 4700 people work in the offices. The
individuals who work in those offices are responsible for taking care of
the general public as they come in to apply for supplemental security
income, disability, and retirement benefits."

In her region the needs of the people are emphasized. "The most
important thing is to insure that we afford good service to the public.
That really means getting the right check to the right person at the right
time. And to see that we treat people with dignity and respect as they
come in. One of my greatest problems is making sure our people are
informed on the social security laws so they can explain them to the
people who come for benefits. I think that training is very important for
social security claims people.
"We're also very concerned with cost effectiveness and produc-

tivity. "To encourage those virtues she established a Regional Commis-
sioner's Award to recognize offices that "accurately and promptly proc-
ess claims and do a good job disseminating public information."
"One of my major responsibilities is seeing how policies are work-

ing. If I think a policy isn't working, I state the case to the social security
administration, and I try to offer alternatives that might go into legisla-
tive proposals. I have been able to see that a lot of good has been done
with the social security programs."
"I enjoy my job, " she adds, "though it's very stressful. The pressures

are tremendous from the general public and media and all the people that
use the system. The most controversial part of my job is responding to
the media. Because of inflation, people are finding that their incomes are
shrinking, and they're expecting more from social security."
McSteen must also frequently respond to young people who are

afraid that there won't be any social security money left when it's their
turn to receive benefits. She replies, "Social security was organized as a
system of providing for people when they experience a loss of income,
because many people won't provide for the future. The future of social
security is dependent on the workers of the next generations and the
productivity of the economy. As long as that continues and the govern-
ment doesn't change the social security system, there should continue
to be funds there."

McSteen really believes in the social security system, though, she
says, "I'm certainly not saying that the system is the only one." She is
always working on "legislative proposals for modification and work sim-
plification." For example, McSteen says, "When social security was
established, men were the breadwinners and women's benefits initially
were based on their husband's income. Now we're doing studies nation-
ally on the equity as it relates to both sexes."
The soft-spoken administrator adds, "A person has to really enjoy

their work and like people if they're going to take on something demand-
ing like this."
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es
Republic of Germany in Bonn in the summer

of 1981. Pansy J. John-
son BA '62 Jones says,
"Hi! Went off to see the
world after Rice gradua-
tion in '62, liked it, went to
Columbia T.C. for an MA
in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language ('67)
and have been traveling,

teaching, enjoying the world ever since. Per-
fected my French in Morocco for two years,
am now working on my Arabic in Cairo,
Egypt. If you're visiting Cairo, stop by and
see me (do American Embassy/OMC) in my
apartment on the Nile." Tom J. Fatjo, Jr.

BA '63 Wiess has been
awarded the "Golden
Deeds Award" by the
Magic Circle Exchange
for outstanding civic con-
tribution. Fatjo is founder
and president of The
Houstonian, a conference
and fitness center. The

home of T. Redyard Wilson BArch '63
Baker recently was given an award from the
Houston chapter of the American Institute of
Architects and Houston Home/Garden. The
energy-efficient home was designed by Wil-
son's firm, Anderson/Wilson/Architects.
Lovett Smith BA '64 Will Rice writes:
"My wife, Barbara Campbell Smith BA
'66 Brown, and I plan to move soon from
Mamaroneck, New York to a small farm in
Connecticut, where we will raise llamas and
commute to my work at Union Carbide and
hers at Braniff Airlines. We travel a lot .I was
stationed in Hong Kong last year, and we still
drive our '64 Chevy, which explains how we
could buy the farm." Byron Balbach, Jr.
BA '67 Wiess is a member of Balbach and
Fehr, P.C. His firm has announced a new
location: Suite 301 of the County Bank Plaza,
Broadway and Main Streets, Urbana, Illinois.
Laurin McCracken BA '67 BArch '67
Wiess has been appointed vice-president of
development for Fujikawa Conterato Lohan
and Associates, Inc. He will oversee the mar-
keting and public relations efforts of the inter-
national architectural planning firm, which
was formerly known as The Office of Mies
van der Rohe. McCracken joined the firm in
1979 and has been project architect for a six-
story residential addition to a recycled fifty-
year-old structure. Before that he was the
major programmer/planner for the Federal
City College master plan in Washington,
D.C., the Lackawanna Plaza Urban Renewal
Project in New Jersey, and the master plan
for Carefree, Arizona. Lester 0. Lehman

BCo '68 Will Rice has
been named associate
vice president of Coldwell
Banker Commercial Bro-
kerage Company of Hous-
ton. Susan Norris
Moon BA '68 sent in this
note: "Richard BA '68
Hanszen is now (since

last July) the only doctor in Florence, Texas,
a small ranching community (population less
than 1000). Rural family practice is not the
succession of sniffles and sprains we'd been
warned of; there are medical zebras in Quar-
ter horse country.
Those who think "nothing ever happens in

a small town" should join the volunteer ambu-
lance crew, as I did. If car wrecks, cardiac
arrests, snakebites, and stab wounds seem
dull, try a big grass fire with a 30 mile per
hour wind behind it roaring down toward a
group of houses. So far, the hardest part of
being on the ambulance crew is trying to back
the ambulance into its slot in the fire station
— with only about three inches of clearance
on each side. The next hardest is being "nee-
dled" by fellow crew members during IV
practice. Richard is giving a regular EMS
class, both for review and for instruction in
advanced life support skills.

I have been more-or-less drafted to run for
city council — unopposed, unless someone
starts a write-in campaign. We have over
three acres of land, a house, a dog, and a

horse. We had a garden until the March 1
storm (10° with a high wind), but we're still
planning home grown goodies. We would
enjoy corresponding with other Rice medical
people who are in — or interested in — rural
medical practice. Our new mailing address is
P.O. Box 505, Florence, TX 76527. Phone:
(817) 793-2240. If you telephone, please let it
ring; we have an outside bell, but three fenc-
es, a loose horse, and other hazards slow our
response time." Terence O'Rourke BA

'68, MA '71 Wiess and
his wife Joanne Edmund-
son are gleeful over the
birth of their first child,
Kathryn Edmundson.
Terry serves as Special
Counsel on the White
House staff of Dr. Alfred
Kahn. Linda Summers
Posey BA '68 Jones
says, "After eight years
as an oil company chemist
and three years as a tech-
nical writer/editor and
part-time freelancer, I
finally decided to go into
business for myself. I call
my venture Linda Sum-

mers Posey Editorial and Writing Services, a
mouthful that at least tells who I am and what
I do! In the past two years, I have published
articles in the Houston Chronicle, Houston
Home/Garden, and Texas Highways, and have
just been named a contributing editor of Oil
and Gas Digest. I've also edited several book-
length manuscripts (both technical and non-
technical), served as editor of The Forum 56,
a newsletter for Texas members of Toast-
masters International, and developed a tech-
nical writing seminar. I'm currently public
relations consultant or technical writing con-
sultant to several Houston businesses, and
am thoroughly enjoying the challenge of using
both my technical and writing backgrounds in
a new career. I'd be happy to hear from Rice
friends at my home/office, 9590 Doliver
Drive, Houston, TX 77063, (713) 781-1030.
Mario L. Davila BA '69 Lovett was one of
two translators for the recently published
CANEK: History and Legend of a Maya Hero
by Ermilo Abreu Gomez, published by The
University of California Press.

R. Patrick Baum BA '70 Baker tunes
pianos and harpsichords professionally. Last
year he earned his "craftsman" certification
from the piano technicians guild after study-
ing with master craftsmen in Minneapolis
and Sherman. Although "Ma Bell" has no
record, Patrick wants his friends to know
he can be found in Houston at 774-1139.
Fred C. Clayton BA '73 Baker graduat-
ed from Washington University Medical
School in St. Louis in 1977 and had two
years of residency at Stanford University
Hospital in Palo Alto. He says: "I presently
have a fellowship in anatomical pathology at
the University of Minnesota Hospital. I am
looking forward to July 1, 1980 when I will
return to Houston and a fellowship at
M. D. Anderson Hospital." Amy Vondy
Lawrynovicz BA '73 Brown says: "I
would like to report that my husband Stan
and I are the proud parents of two daugh-
ters, Lisa Alexis, born May 25, 1978 and
Kerry Elizabeth, born August 2, 1979.
Thanks to all they have "taught" me, I will
have an essay of mine included in a forth-
coming book, Mother to Mother: The Reali-
ties of Motherhood. Chuck Melcher BA
'74 Will Rice says, "If anyone is out
there, my new address is: Kellogg Radia-
tion Laboratory, California Institute of
Technology, Pasadena, CA 91125." Dan
Ridge BS '74 Will Rice says: "Last sum-
mer I left the Severe Weather Forecast
Unit at Air Force Global Weather Central in
Omaha, to work on an MS in Meterology
at the University of Oklahoma. I married
Graciela Trevino of San Antonio in 1975,

Renaissance Man
Word that a building "has the shakes" doesn't generate the same con-
cern in Traverse City as it would in downtown San Francisco. Jeffry
Corbin BA '67 BArch '68, an architectural designer in this Grand Rapids
suburb, is not worried about earthquake evacuation procedures. To him
the phrase refers to the unnatural disaster of cedar shingling or
"shakes" and plastics additions which are intended to modernize ancient
storefronts. Corbin is determined to reverse this process, and in seven
of Traverse City's downtown buildings, his determination has yielded
impressive results.
He is quick to differentiate between restoration and renovation,

explaining that his projects are a combination of the two. Restoration
primarily involves preserving what remains of the original structure. In
order to restore accurately, photographs of the untouched facade are
consulted, and memories of those who can recall the iceman's deliveries
are heavily relied on. Renovation, as Corbin defines it, is "contempo- •
rary material usage within the structure of the preservation mode."
Trained as a graphic and interior designer, he says, "I view each project
as a design problem. Looking at the building, I ask 'What was there?' and
'How do I adapt that to the current needs?' "

The store where his office is housed is a good example of the give and
take involved in the compromise between restoration and renovation.
The iron posts and grillwork which trimmed the drug store in 1895 were
not available in 1979 when reworking began. "People told us it had a
black front, so we had two choices: either replace it with pine and paint it
black or use dark oak or walnut to give it a darker character." Since black
walnut is plentiful in the Michigan woods, Corbin decided to use the dark
wood as a substitute. "You lose the window grates and cast iron col-
umns. However, you still have the appeal of the wood Which people like
to admire and touch."

Corbin stresses that authenticity is not always his primary goal;
allowances must be made for function, cost, and appearance. At its
opening in 1895, the West End Drug Store, for example, boasted the
sturdiest hitching rack in town. But utility triumphed over novelty, and
the hitching post did not find its way into the renovation plans.

Renovation costs work both for and against Jeffry Corbin's projects.
In his favor, revitalizing an antiquated space can cost up to 40% less than
erecting a new building. However, revitalize is not synonymous with
replicate, and often the final touches needed to complete the copy are
too expensive to consider. Explains Corbin, "When you're appealing to
a retailer's low renovation costs, you can't interject, 'Oh, by the way,
we're putting in two cast iron columns at $90,000 apiece.'"
The neon lights and plastic sign-bands which he peels off may be fad-

dish, butJeffry Corbin has discovered the original decor is sometimes no
more appealing. The house he lives in was built in 1883, and, hoping to
restore it as closely as possible, Corbin researched into the appear-
ances of the newly built home. What he found was no doubt fashionable
in the Victorian Era of its construction, the first coat of paint on his house
was avocado green with burgundy trim and purple window frames.
Remarks Corbin, "That would be authentic. However, I don't think I will
restore the original color scheme."

Almost single handed, he has rehabilitated seven buildings in the
Front Street area, and three more projects are literally on the drawing
board. The community supports Corbin, and he is currently co-chairing
a citizen's committee seeking to restore Traverse City's hundred-year-
old opera house. The impact of Corbin's face-lift projects is beginning to
show. Recently the plans for a new sprawling shopping mall have been
shifted from Front Street to nearby State Street, because "there's not
much history to preserve on State Street."

By Mary Kay Zuravleff '81
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and we have a daughter, Layla, almost four
now. Grace is starting a BA in journalism. I
always enjoy reading the Classnotes section

in Sallyport." David R.
Ramos BA '75 Sid
Richardson was corn-
missioned into the
Department of State
Foreign Service in Octo-
ber 1979, and began
serving as Vice Consul
to Santo Domingo,

Dominican Republic in February, 1980. He
sends his regards and can be reached at the
American Embassy, APO Miami 34041.
!osie Abbenante BA '76 Jones says:
, Still in Louisville, Kentucky with my hus-
band, Bill. Will be completing a masters in
Art Therapy this May and hope to be head-
ed to Albuquerque from here where my
husband will enter school and I'll join the
"odd of employment!" Wayne Hale BS
76 Hanszen says, "My wife and I have
bought a house in League City near my
Work at NASA. We had a baby boy, Joshua
Wayne, on March 5 and are really having a
great time with him." Sarajane Milligan
EA '76 Jones will be joining the Oregon
Shakespearean Festival in Ashland, Oregon
as a costume cutter, she will translate a
designer's costume drawing into a pattern
and supervise the construction and fitting of
the costumes for Melly Wives of Windsor.
Michael Peck BA '76 Will Rice, an offi-
cer in the Navy, recently visited Israel and
EgYPt after participating in a naval exercise.
Peck is assigned to the USS Albany at Gae-
ta...! Italy. Robert Topp Robertson BA '76
4viess is a systems designer for Techtron-
ICS in Minneapolis, Minnesota and will be
_.,111°virig into administration this year. He is
diso a consultant for the city of St. Paul and
lioneywell. Lauren Braswell Robertson
78 Hanszen is finishing her second year
0f graduate work in child clinical psychology
at University of Minnesota, and read a
Paper at the San Francisco International
r,PsYchology Convention last summer. Marc
L. Siegel BA '77 Will Rice writes: "I'm

Ishing my first year at SUNY Downstate
`-ollege of Medicine and am looking forward

I' 
July 27th, the day I marry Diane Stern.

ye moved to 3380 Nostrand Ave., Apt.
ID, Brooklyn, NY 11229, and would like to
bear from anyone in the neighborhood."
eeond Lt. Donald P. Prescott III BA
n7.8 Lovett is now stationed in Okinawa.
s sPecialty is petroleum management and

Loe area he is working in has both pipeline
and tanker waterfront operations. He was
an honor graduate of the quartermaster offi-
cer, r basic course and completed Airbourne
'ehool before reporting to his new station
on Okinawa.

ADVANCED DEGREES

Eiline Fay Jones MArch '51, professor
(If architecture at the University of Arkan-

r°s, has been awarded the Rome Prize Fel-
wshiP in Architecture for 1980/81. He will

use his fellowship at the Rome Academy to
ri3kr()ceed with a book on the ornamental and
Ytbraic qualitites of architectural details.

Cooper R. Mackin

•PhD '62 has been
appointed vice chancellor
for academic affairs at
the University of New
Orleans. He joined the
faculty there in 1963 as a
professor of English and
has been dean of the

°Ilege of Liberal Arts from 1969-80. S. K.
Djou MS '64 was
recently admitted to
partnership in Dames &
Moore, engineering and
environmental consult-
ants. Djou, a specialist in
soils and foundation engi-
neering, is manager of
the firm's Honolulu off-

ice. Jerry L. Modisette PhD '67, who
has been the director of the research cen-
ter and chairman of the mathematics-phys-
ics department at Houston Baptist Universi-
ty, will be leaving to enter private business
as an independent consultant. He also
hopes to market his inventions, which
include spacecraft window cleaners; a densi-
ty, viscosity, and flow measurement system
for oil well drilling fluids; wave-driven elec-
trical power generator; and a storage tank
vapor recovery system. He is also a vice-
president with Vatrol, a vapor recovery
operation. Donald R. Cowsar PhD '69
has been named associate director of the
newly formed Applied Sciences Research
Department at Southern Research Institute.

H Nemoriam
W. Oscar Neuhaus '36, a longtime sup-
porter of the university, died on April 23,
1980. Neuhaus, a financial advisor at the
Quintana Petroleum Corporation, was also a
partner in Neuhaus Developers and vice
president of Neuhaus Investment Company.

Gladys Patterson Wilkins '19 of Dallas
on March 23, 1980; Louis H. Schlom '21
of Arlington, VA on March 28, 1980;
Mesog V. Donigan '24 of Corpus Christi
in August 1979; L. Wood Jackson '25 of
Fort Worth; Glenn T. Van Dusen '25 of
Houston on April 27, 1980; Margaret
Cooper Britton '26 of Houston on May 8,
1980; Annie Oma Jacobs Fleming '29
of Bluffdale, TX on April 29, 1980; Lewis
S. Smith '30 of Dallas on August 7, 1979;
Mabel G. Wilkin MA '31 of Houston on
April 22, 1980; Jack H. Reeves '33 of
Houston on May 1, 1980; John R. Shurt-
leff '34 of Brady, TX on March 12, 1980;
Charles M. Burdeaux '35 of Houston on
March 10, 1980; Joe F.Staley '41 of San
Antonio on March 14, 1980; De Witt R.
Gayle '42 of Houston on April 20, 1980;
Charles Eugene Bailey '45 of Friends-
wood; Lloyd 0. Crutchfield '45 of
Shreveport in 1978; John W. Miller '46
of White City, NM on April 12, 1980;
Rufus H. Burke '47 of San Angelo on
April 15, 1979.

OWLMANAC Continued

,!k
SPOR TS

The "Fightin' Owls" open their season with
two away games, but on Sept. 27, they
come home to roost.
Sept. 13 Clemson at Clemson, 1 P.M.
Sept. 20 Tulane at New Orleans,

7:30 P.M.
Sept. 27 LSU at Rice, 7:30 P.M.

_
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TR A V EL

This year's "Floating through Burgundy"
trip was flooded with requests, and as a
consequence, the Association of Rice Alum-
ni will offer the excursion again next year.
Other coming attractions for 1981 travel: a
tour of China, a trip to Peru and the
Galapagos Islands, a week-long domestic
cruise, and a trip to Fort Worth to view the
Chinese Bronzes exhibit.

More Moores
The travel committee of the Association of
Rice Alumni tries to think of exciting trips
each year that will bring together a group of
people with common interests.
When they scheduled a cruise down the

Danube for next September, they succeeded
beyond their wildest dreams in assembling a
group with a lot in common.

First Harvin Moore, Sr. and his wife
Elizabeth, signed up and then Walter Moore,
Sr. and his wife, Zoe, signed up to take the

CLASSNOTES. We hear from lots of a umni and many of them say, "When I get my
SALLYPORT, the first thing I turn to is the Classnotes section." If Baby has sprouted a tooth,
you've moved to Timbuktu, or you've joined the birdwatcher's club, write. P.S. Send black
and white pictures.

Name  College Class 

Address ( new) 

cruise. The staff in the alumni office wrote
that off to an amusing coincidence. But when
Stanley Moore and his wife also asked to be
included, they realized they had a trend.
There were still four places left to be filled

on the cruise ship. So, hoping to turn the
trend into a movement, Martha Murphree,
associate executive director of the associa-
tion, began searching for four more Moores
to fill out the roster.
The group hoped for a while that Pat and

Elsie Moore might help make up the balance,
but Pat recently assumed the vice chairman-
ship of the Fund Council and he felt that he
couldn't take on any more responsibility at
this time. So, the cruise will set off with only
six Moores.

Several Moores have announced that
they'll be double tagging their luggage. "We
don't want to have more trouble than usual
sorting our bags," one declared.

• -
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Sept. 5-
Nov. 16

Sept. 9-
Oct. 11

The Rice Museum will be
showing works of Jim Love,
Houston sculptor. Hours:
Tues.-Sat. 10 A.M.-5 P.M.;
Sun. 12 noon-6 P.M. Closed
Mondays. 527-4002
Sewall Gallery will be display-
ing "Selections from Houston
Corporate Collections." Pre-
view Sept. 8, 7 P.m.-9 P.M.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 12 noon-5
P.M.

FILMS

The Rice Media Center shows films every
Fri., Sat., & Sun. during the summer.
Show times are 7:30 P.M. and 10 P.M. on
Fri. & Sat., and 7:30 P.M. on Sun. Admis-
sion for these shows is $1.75. There is also
a 1:30 P.M. matinee on Sat. Matinee admis-
sion is $1.00. For movie information call
527-4853.

1mi tot
LETTERS

To the Editor:
I want to thank you for sending me
SALLYPORT. I was not fortunate enough to
attend Rice, but my dear late husband (Col.
A. Lewin Carr) was in the class of 1918.
We attended his class reunion and both of
us had a wonderful time. Your campus is
beautiful. My husband enjoyed seeing his
old classmates, and I, at my age, flirted
outright with Dr. Philpot, thinking he was a
student. Imagine my chagrin when we went
through the receiving line, and there was
Dr. Philpot. I had called him Phil, and he
had helped me select ash trays and other
little goodies. My home and grounds are full
of owls, and my husband strutted when the
name "Rice" was mentioned.
Thank you again for SALLYPORT, but I

must add that your football ain't too good.

Billie M. Can



If you're tired of sitting in the end zone with a pair of binoculars,
here's your chance to take a look Behind the Scenes at Rice athletics.
Sunday, September 7, the Association of Rice Alumni is hosting an
afternoon of athletics for alumni, friends of Rice, and their families.

Learn where shoulder and knee pads are stored, and see where
strategy for setting a spike or a pick is discussed when you tour the
dressing rooms and training offices. For the children, athletes and
coaches will demonstrate their skills. The men's and women's bas-
ketball and volleyball players as well as the football team will give
your kids a taste of their specialty and let them participate in the
demonstrations.

While the children are watching the pros, you can have your
questions about athletic programs at Rice answered during a session
with the coaches. Always wanted to know the difference between a
crack block and a flea flicker play? Have you occasionally wondered
when a down lineman is a nose guard? Coach Ray Alborn himself can
tell you. Let the man who writes the plays explain them to you.

You and your family can be athletes in your own right for the
afternoon. The Rice gym will be closed to the public, and alumni fami-
lies will have access to the indoor pool in addition to racquetball,
squash, and tennis court facilities. (Court reservations should be made
Saturday morning by calling 527-4059.)

After the workout, whether you're hungry from participating or
just spectating, join everyone for a barbeque dinner in the concourse
of the stadium. The drawing for the door prize will be held there also.
As the winner, you will be benched — with the Rice Owls! The door
prize includes a room at the Marriott Hotel where the Fightin' Owls
stay, meals with the team, and a front row seat on the bench at the
home game of the winner's choice.

Activities will be kicked off at 3:00 P.M., and the dinner huddle
will gather at 5:30. Call the Association of Rice Alumni at 527-4057 for
dinner reservations.

Leave your binoculars and megaphone at home — come for a
pre-season peek Behind the Scenes.

Rice University SALLYPORT P.O. Box 1892 Houston TX 77001
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