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HOME COM I N ~ G 

Homecoming will be held on Fn. and 
Sat., Nov. 2-3. Reunion plans are being 
formulated. 

Class Reunions 
1929 The fiftieth anniversary cele

bration will be held on Nov. 2 
at Cohen House. Larry Hamil
ton, Leb Kemp, Herb Allen, 
and Evelyn Epley Shimek are 
organizing the reunion. 

1934 The reunion will be held on 
Friday, Nov. 2. Grover Gei
selman, Pat Quinn, and Joe 
Aleo are the committee mem
bers. 

1939 No plans yet. Dan Moody is 
the chairman. 

1940s All of the 40s classes are 
invited to one big reunion! It 
will be held on Friday, Nov. 2 
in the Grand Hall of the Rice 
Memorial Center. Maribel Spil-
1 er McCleary and Mary 
Louise Klicpera Harrison are 
the coordinators. 

1954 The silver anniversary cele
bration will be held in Cohen 
House on Sat., Nov. 3. Mike 
Kelley and Dorthyle Nicholl 
Headrick are organizing it. 

1959 The 20th reunion will be cele
brated with a buffet dinner/ 
dance on Nov. 2 in the Lovett 
College Commons, from 8-12 
P.M. The Jerry Sandeford trio 
will provide music. On Nov. 3 
there will be an after-game 
gathering at 2033 University 
Blvd. Harvin Moore, Jr. and 
Tommie Lo Storm Maulsby are 
coordinating the events. 

1964 On Sat., Nov. 3 in Hanszen 
College Commons at 8 P.M. 
they'll have a country and 
western dance with food, beer, 
wine, and set-ups. Friends 
from 1963 and 1965 are en
couraged to come. The com
mittee consists of Mary Sue 
Wtlson Barnum, Marian Cole 
Hansen, Dale Gentry Miller, 
Sherry Lundstrom Kitchell. 
Call them if you can help. 

1969 A celebration will be held Fri., 
Nov. 2, on campus. 

197 4 All the classes of the 70s are 
invited to a reunion party hon
oring the five-year class in 
Willy's Pub, Sat., Nov. 3 after 
the game. Doug Appling is the 
coordinator. 

Saturday's Activities 
8A.M. Breakfast at Cohen House for 

alumni interviewers. 
9A.M. Golden R Coffee on the Ray 

courtyard of the RMC. 
10A.M. Alumni Convocation in the 

Grand Hall of the RMC. The 
program includes a welcome 
by President Hackerman; pre
sentation of aw~ds; and an 
address by Wtlliam E. Gordon, 
Dean of the School of Natural 

ll:15A.M. 

11:30A.M. 

Sciences. 
Wreath ceremony at the foun
der's tomb. 
Lunch in the residential col
leges. 

2 P.M. Rice vs. Arkansas at the Rice 
Stadium. 

4 P.M. A reception in the Grand Hall 
of the RMC. 

SPORTS 

The "Fightin' Owls" will open the season with 
a SWC game that will benefit muscular 
dystrophy. 

Sept. 8 

Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 

S.M. U. at Dallas, Texas 
Stadium, 7:30 P.M. 
Tulane at Rice, 7:30 P.M. 
L.S. U. at Baton Rouge, 7:30 
P.M. 

Sept. 29 University of Oklahoma, at 
Rice, 7:30 P.M. 

Cross Country 
Sept. 29 The Rice Invitational Cross 

Country Meet for men at the 
Allen Parkway Bayou Loop, 
9:30A.M. 

ART 

Sewall Gallery 
September. 

will be closed until early 

Through 
Julyl 

July 2-
Sept. 6 
Sept. 7-
Nov. 11 

The Rice Museum will be 
showing "Franz Kline: The 
Color Abstractions 194 7 -61" 
and "Meanwhile . . . American 
Works 194 7 -61." 
The Museum will be closed. 

An exhibition of the works of 
Wtlliam Copley, an American 
artist associated with Sur
realism. The Rice Museum. 
Hours: Tues. -Sat. 10 A.M. -5 
P.M.; Sunday 12 noon-6 P.M. 
Closed Mondays. 527 -4002. 

TRAYIL 

Oct. 11-25 The Association of Rice 
Alumni is sponsoring a 
Mediterranean cruise with 
stops in Egypt, Istanbul, 
and the Greek Islands of 
Crete, Mykanos, and Rhodes. 
For information call (713) 
527-4057. 

July 14 The Houston-area Young 
Alumni Club is sponsoring a 
weekend trip to New Braun
fels. Make reservations by 
July 2 with a check for $12 to 
the Association of Rice 
Alumni, cancelations after July 
6 are subject to penalty. Cost 
per person, based on double 
occupancy, is between $12-15. 

T H E A T E R 

June 21-23, 
28-30 

July 26-28, 
Aug. 2-4, 
9-11, 16-18, 
23-25 

Main Street Theatre presents 
"The Lady at Maxim's" by 
George F eydeau. 

"Celebration" a musical by 
Tom Jones and Harvey 
Schmidt. Main Street Theatre, 
Autry House, 6265 Main St. 
Curtain time, 8 P.M. Admission: 
$1. 50 students and senior citi
zens; $3. 00 general. Call 
524-6706 for reservations. 

&& 
F I L M 5 

The Rice Media Center shows films every 
Fri., Sat. , & Sun. during the summer. Show 
times are 7:30 P.M. and 10 P.M. on Fri. and Sat., 
and 7:30 P.M. on Sun. There is also a 1:30 P.M. 
matinee on Sat. Admission is $1.50. For 
movie information call 527 -4853. 

A ~ N O U N C I M I N T 

The Office of Continuing Studies and Special 
Programs will continue offering language 
courses during the summer in French, 
Spanish, Japanese, German, Italian, Russian 
and other languages when demand is suffi
cient. Courses in "English as a Second 
Language" are also available. Classes begin 
e3ch week. 

Sept. 10 

July 22-
Aug. 9 

July 21 

Sept. 15 

Oct. 20 

The- following advanc e d 
French courses will be offered: 
"French as the French Speak 
It," I & II; Business French; 
and French Culture and Civili
zation. Call 527-4011 or 527-
4803. 
That office is also sponsoring 
"The Alaska Adventure" a 
nineteen-day tour of Alaska, 
including lectures on the art, 
history and culture of the 
Northwest Coast Indians; a 
three-day cruise up the coast 
to a gold rush boomtown; and a 
rail trip into the interior. Call 
527 -4803. The cost of $1725 
includes round-trip transporta
tion to and from Houston. 
The Houston-area Young 
Alumni Club is sponsoring a six 
mile Fun Run, and a clinic on 
running at Rice. 
The Young Alumni will hold 
a tailgate picnic before the 
game. 
The Young Alumni are spon
soring a dinner at the Hilltop 
Herb Farm. Reservations by 
Aug. 31, $20/person. 
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THROUGH _l: 

Movin' on 
We had a going-away party for SALLYPORT 
editor Steve Barnhill the other day, full of 
corny humor to mask our feelings of loss and 
pride in his departure for the world of public 
relations at Glenn, Bozell, and Jacobs. He has 
done much more thaI\ edit all of, and write a 
lot of, SALLYPORT in an award and reader
winning way these past five and a half years. 

He came to Rice almost seven years ago as 
a graduate student in English and went to 
work for SALLYPORT a few months later on a 
part-time, hourly basis. He became interim 
editor when his boss resigned, and a short 
time later was awarded the editorship. Along 
the way he also became associate director of 
Information Services and general editor for 
university publications. 

His involvement with Rice was far deeper 
than job titles indicate, though, for he found a 
special joy in his work with Rice people, the 
traditions of the place, the uncommon qual
ities of life at 6100 South Main. He worked 
hard to express all that in everything he did, 
and his efforts won recognition from his peers 
throughout the nation. We will miss him, even 
as we recognize the need for talent to find 
new challenges. 

Trump 
The Southwest Conference is a tough one. In 
some ports our teams have been fighting an 
uphill battle. All that may be changing though. 
We're playing a new game, and this season, 
two Will Rice juniors made it to the top. Best 
of all, it seems to be turning into a big money 
sport. 

The game - contract bridge! 
Rick Mifflin '80 and Richard Sanborn '80 

play it with finesse. In this sport, it's the 
players who make the bids and these guys 
made the right ones in campus and regional 
qualifying events to rank among thirty 
national finalists at the 1979 Intercollegiate 
Championship meet in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Though they didn't make the Grand Slam in 
the finals, their participation prompted the 
American Contract Bridge League to send 
Rice $SOO for use as an academic scholarship 
to be presented in honor of partners Mifflin 
and Sanborn. 

A league spokesman commented that 
bridge is "a participatory recreational com
petitive activity which has lifelong usefulness; 
longer than golf, or tennis, or many other 
activities which are currently part of the 
college sports curriculum." 

We've only got one question. Should we 
~ lead with hearts? 
:::, 

~ 
0 Wet behind the ears 
a: In an effort to encourage those prospective 
~ students who were accepted by the univer
~ sity, to choose Rice, the admissions office 
~ invited each of them to come to the campus 
V, for an "Owl Day." They were going to stay in 
§ the colleges overnight to become acquainted 

with students, meet faculty members, and 
join in a picnic and soccer game. 

whether or not any of them come to Rice, 
those prospective students will never forget 
the place. About 100 of the prospective freshmen 

accepted the invitation for the Owl Day. 
Unfortunately, before they began arriving for 
the'evening ice cream party on April 17, it 
began to rain - and rain - and rain. While 
they were trying to drive through town with 
their parents to reach the campus or arriving 
from other parts of the country out at the 
airport, the water in the streets rose several 
feet and car travel was virtually halted. The 
areas around Rice and the airport were both 

Birthday present 

particularly hard hit. 

~~~ 

We noted in our April issue the 100th birthday 
of Max Freund, emeritus professor of Ger
manics. Rice's recognition of Freund's 22 
years of service to the university has now 
been matched by a new honor bestowed upon 
him by The Queen's University of Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. That school's Senate, upon 
recommendation of its Academic Council "at 
its April meeting unanimously and enthusias
tically" conferred upon Freund the title of 
Professor Emeritus. 

The horrified staff of the admissions office 
tried to collect as many of their guests as they 
could and deposit them somewhere on the 
totally darkened campus (electricity was off 
from about 7 P.M. until 1 P.M.). Needless to say, 
the ice cream party was off. Professors were 
calling in to politely explain why they couldn't 
attend; the admissions office staff sympathe
tically excused them and turned their atten
tion to more important problems. 

Admissions personnel commandeered an 
Army-Navy shuttle bus to drive back and 
forth to the airport to try and pick up the 
stranded, but eventually even that couldn't 
get through. One prospective student stop
ped his car to help a family that was flooded 
out and when he couldn't get his car started 
again, he had to hitch a ride into Rice. A 
young woman from New Jersey who was 
stuck at the airport couldn't even get through 
on the phone to Rice. However, eventually _ 
she called her parents back in New Jersey, as 
did the admissions office staff, and they all 
attempted to reassure one another. Assistant 
Admissions Director, Ginny Howell, says "I 
finally was able to get out to the airport to 
pick her up about 3:30 A.M. I looked all over 
but I couldn't find her because by that time 
she had caught a cab into town." 

Director of Admissions, Dick Stabell, got 
caught in the flood on Greenbriar, while 
trying to make his way to campus. He got out 
of his car and asked some people in a nearby 
car to push his. Stabell was wearing an Owl 
Day tee-shirt and when he told them he was 
on his way to Rice, his rescuers identified 
themselves as a prospective student from 
Beeville and his father who were also on their 
way to Owl Day. 

In spite of the problems though, the 
prospective students had a great time, say 
Howell and Fred Cunningham, also an Assis
tant Admissions Director. The guests went 
canoeing around the campus, wading, and 
swimming. Regular Rice students had to put 
up their books for the evening and everybody 
played in the water. The prospective stu
dents even managed to find the free beer that 
was being passed out at Valhalla, the graduate 
students' pub. 

The next day, rain once again managed to 
intervene and the outdoor picnic was cancel
led, but some of the visitors played soccer 
anyway. 

All in all, it was a memorable time and the 
admissions office staff is convinced that 

Queen's University Vice Chancellor Peter 
Frogatt wrote Freund that it was a news item 
in the February 23 editions of the Belfast 
Telegraph that "reminded the University of 
your career with the Queen's College and the 
Queen's University between 1903 and 1914 
and the reasons for your leaving on that later 
date; it also informed us that you were still 
happily alive ... " Frogatt added that in 
honoring Freund, the Queen's University 
Academic Council "was mindful of the fact 
that certain (1914) decisions were in those 
hectic days made by the University on the 
intervention of state policy on political and not 
academic criteria." 

Freund's native Germany also got the news 
of the Rice professor's 100th birthday on 
February 27 through Die Welt, one of the 
country's national dailies. Die Welt dubbed 
Freund "a linguistic genius." 

Hallelujah! 
A number of SALLYPORT readers contacted us 
after receiving the last issue to report that 
they had been seeing ghosts. Peter G. K. 
Kahn '75 and Curtis L. Collins '75, both of 
whom were listed in "In Memoriam," were 
still walking, eating, breathing, and carrying 
out their normal business. In fact, both are 
alive and well. 

Curtis L. Collins spoke with a friend of his 
on the faculty only a few weeks ago. 

And we got the inevitable comment, 
"reports of Peter G. K. Kahn's death have 
been greatly exaggerated," from Stephen 
Pompea '75, an assistant professor of physics 
at Colorado State University and Kahn's 
colleague on several research projects. 

Pompea added an update on Peter's activi
ties: "He is alive, and is (perhaps) doing some 
of the most exciting work in geology being 
done today . . . Since graduating from Rice, 
Peter studied at Princeton University, and is, 
at this moment, at the University of Berlin as 
a Fulbright Scholar. Our research efforts on 
biological clocks and lunar orbital evolution 
have culminated in several recently published 
papers, including a cover story in Nature last 
October. In addition, this work has been the 
subject of recent articles in Scinlce News, 
New Scienlist, New York Times, Christia,, 
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Science Monitor, Natural History magazine, 
and others." 

The bad information was innocently passed 
along to us by another office. It was simply 
the result of a couple of cases of mistaken 
identity. 

We apologize to Messiurs Collins and Kahn 
and their friends and relatives who've had to 
field the condolence calls. We'll really be in 
trouble if the two "ghosts" don't get any 
Christmas cards next year. 

We've also received several suggestions 
that we should begin a companion column to 
"In Memoriam" entitled "In Question" or 
"Hallelujah." But we've tightened up the 
entrance requirements for "In Memoriam" 
and we hope there won't be any more 
mistakes. 

Getting to know you 
Kathryn Alcorn Duffie '51 wanted to com
municate with alumni after several months in 
office as Executive Director of the alumni 
association, so she marshaled her thoughts on 
paper and sent them in: "Reflection on three 
months as director brings a wonderful sense of 
excitement and discovery. Our working 
relationships with the development office, the 
information services office, the admissions of
fice, and the faculty have given me new vistas. 
My dreams and goals for the alumni office are 
shaping up so that I believe we are useful - a 
nice feeling, and old friends keep appearing in 
person, in letters, and on the phone. 

"When I travel to the area club meetings, I 
am listening to all kinds of feelings about Rice 

and constructive criticism and suggestions. 
We are talking about steering committees that 
can keep alumni involved in any way they want 
to be involved - helping recruit students, 
giving parties for accepted students in cooper
ation with admissions, working on fund raising 
with development, and getting a crowd on 
hand for stimulation and continuing education 
when the alumni office brings a speaker to 
town. Next year we hope to stage a Road 
Show using some of the Alumni Institute 
offerings that are such a treat for Houston 
Area alumni. Keep in touch with us about what 
you want!" 
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The 78th Texas House of ReJwesentatives 
district resembles a string bean 45 miles long. 
It covers Harris county east of the San Jacinto 
River, from white-collar Kingwood in the 
north to Morgan's Point in the south. The 
largest population center is Baytown with its 
reputation as an industrial town, its hardhats 
and blue collars faithful to their unions and the 
Democratic Party. For six terms they domi
nated the district and elected Democrat Joe 
Allen to the Texas House. Allen had so much 
faith in his Baytown constituents and felt so 
secure in his Capitol office that he never really 
conducted an intensive grassroots campaign 
for the November 1978 election. 

He gave his young Republican challenger, 
Ed Emmett '71 Lovett, no chance at all. But of 
128 Texas House incumbents, a shocked Joe 
Allen was one of only 3 defeated. Emmett took 
86 percent of the vote in his home box and a 
stunning 60 percent in Allen's. He swept the 
78th by an overall 52-48 margin. 

As he slides behind his desk just off the 
Capitol rotunda, with prep haircut and ph to
genie face, Emmett looks every inch the 
candidate of the 70s - in other words, like a 
tennis pro. As a matter of fact, Emmett has 
worked as a tennis pro, but don't let the media 
good looks fool you. In the eight years since he 
left Rice with a degree in economics, Ed 
Emmett hasn't been playing politics with the 
net down. After a stint in 1973-1974 at UTs 
LBJ School of Public Affairs, he worked in the 
Texas Legislature as an administrative assis
tant. In 1975 he went to Washington with an 
appointment from the Ford administration as a 
Special Assistant to the Secretary of HEW. He 
u·as back in Texas in 1976 to work for 
moderate Repuqlican Alan Steelman's elec
tion. It u·as a losing effort, characterized by 
Emmett as being a campaign "well intentioned 
but committing some ho"endous mistakes." 
With all of this experience by the time he ran for 
office, Ed, his wife Gwen (like Ed, a 
Houston-Bellaire High School grad) and Ed's 
campaign manager, Richard Bianchi, South 
Texas Law School grad, were prepared to 
out-phone, out-walk, out-work, and ulti
mately out-poll a six-term Democratic incum
bent. Emmett knocked on 19,000 doors and 
shook approximately 35,000 hands. He walked 
the entire Kingwood area, a neighborhood 
comprising fully 20 percent of his district. 

In a campaign that smacked of 
presidential-level long-term planning and 
preparation, Emmett held his first fundraiser 
fourteen months prior to the election, and 
Bianchi developed a strategic week by week 
election game plan. When the articulate Em
mett in head to head debate demonstrated a 
better factual knowledge of past and present 
legislation than the incumbent, voters' eyes 
were wide open. 

With his impressive campaign victory, Ed 
arrived in the Legislature with a reputation for 
organization, brains, and initiative. They all 
add up to a promising political career and such 
genuine recognition of promise and achieve
ment as a choice Capitol parking space. 

Four days a week Ed lives out of a suitcase 
in Austin, returning on Fridays to work his 
district legislative offices and to see Gwen and 
their two children, Adrienne, 3, and Joseph, 
11/2- Richard Bianchi now works as E<fs 
legislative advisor. 

Emmett gave this interoiew in April, after he 
had had three months to assess life as a 
freshman legislator. -Austin Bay '73 Lovett 

S 
allyport: Ed, what attracted you 
to politics? 
Emmett: My initial answer is that 
it's fun. Being a legislator is chal

lenging, enjoyable, and hard work, but I knew 
what I was getting into. 
S: When you say "it's fun" what do you mean, 
that there are a variety of problems, that you 
get to use all of your talents people
managing, speaking, and organizing? 
E: Well, basically there are two functions of a 
legislator. There's the legislative law-making 
function exercised up here while we're in 
session, and the constituent service function. 
I enjoy both. Constituent service requires 
that I be sensitive. I don't always do for 
people what they want done. H they want a 
new highway or traffic light, I have to make a 
judgement whether or not I think it's neces
sary, but I have to be sensitive to their point 
of view. 
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S: What does the legislative function require? E: Becoming a Republican was a bit of a 
E: First and foremost that you be reasonable surprise even to me bec3•1se back at Rice I 
and I mean in both senses of the term, able to tended to run in Democrat circles. But I made 
reason and exercise judgement, and able to the decision based on my experience. I got a 
compromise. In order to be effective in the job in HEW in the Ford Administration. I 
legislature you've got to assume that a belief, worked for Alan Steelman and made Republi
an opposi:_.., ~ _lief, is sincerely held and that can contacts in Texas. 
that person who believes something has, S: Wcis the Ford appointment a political one? 
from their point of view, good reasons for E: Not in the least. I wasn't really a 
holding that opinion. Up here you always have Republican then. I happened to be in Wash
to keep in mind that even if someone else ington with the right skills and experience at 
takes a position you consider outrageous, the right time, and I needed a job. I happened 
you've got to b?!.i-. -·e their position is taken in to meet one of the men who was looking for 
good faith. There's no right or wrong point of someone to fill the HEW job. I applied for it 
view in politics. and got it. 
S: Did college have anything to do with your S: What was HEW like? 
getting into politics, either in practical or E: (chuckling). Like Exxon. A big bureau
philosophical terms? cracy that somehow succeeded in working, 
E: I've always had an interest in politics. At the only difference being that one made a 
Rice I was college president at Lovett, which profit and one didn't. 
is more of a social than political office. Of S: Let's explore this for a moment. Exxon 
course when I was in school we were backed your opponent, Joe Allen, even while 
experiencing a real political storm. Govern- you were working for Exxon. 
ment seemed to be out of touch and simply E: Right. After I left HEW I worked in what 
not being responsive. In Texas, we had Gus you could describe as Exxon's governmental 
Mutscher as Speaker of the House and Ben relations department. They weren't happy 
Barnes as Lieutenant Governor, and of with my candidacy. As it was I quit three 
course Nixon was President. I was at Rice months before the election to devote myself 
during the late sixties and went through the to the campaign and to get a fiberglass 
Abbie Hoffman affair. Campus organizations company I started off the ground. But I'm not 
like SDS were very concerned about Hoffman in the least upset with Exxon's lack of 
getting his right to speak, which support. Business always supports the in
I'm sure was legitimate, but when the CIA cumbent because they're afraid a political 
came to Rice to recruit, SDS wanted to deny change might change the business climate. In 
that agency the opportunity to recruit and some ways it all seems humorous. Vern 
exercise their rights. Such selective use of McGrew '50, Exxon's lobbyist, is a Rice grad 
freedom I think corrupted a lot of SDS' and I know him pretty well. 
claimed concerns. They could protest but S: Back to my question about political party 
they didn't offer constructive alternatives. realignment in Texas. 
The government wasn't providing any alter- E: Arthur Schlesinger talks about political 
natives either. My motivation has been to parties as being like pendulums. A party 
make government responsive to people's stagnates and fails to meet people's needs. 
needs and to seek constructive solutions. Another party provides alternative candi
S: But sixties-style non-negotiable demands dates. I think the Republican Party in Texas is 
are still very much with us. It seems to me very much alive. 
you would have a great deal of trouble with S: Many observers contend the Texas Legis
single-issue crusaders like pro-abortion or lature is owned by lobbyists. 
anti-abortion or the anti-Panama Canal E: For most of us, lobbyists serve one 
treaty group or even single issue ERA- function, that is, they provide information. 
campaigners. Some representatives have chosen to talk to 
E: Well, yes to your first statement, com- no lobbyists. I've done the opposite. I let 
promise leads to constructive solutions. As anyone come to me that has something to say 
for single-issue politics, such campaigns are about a bill. I think that so far my voting 
one of the biggest dangers we face today. No record indicates I'm not the tool of anyone or 
two people anywhere agree on issues 100 any interest group. 
percent of the time, but if you happen to S: What do you see as being the most 
cross any one of a dozen single-issue important legislation before the House this 
organizations a junior legislator could be in session? 
serious trouble. I for one don't like being E: The Appropriations Bill is always the 
dictated to. I prefer that a voter judge me on biggest bill because spending ultimately has 
an across-the-board basis. Too many state the biggest effect on policy. The bill decides 
legislators get asked to do something about which state agency will get what funds, 
issues they have no control over, like the meaning ultimately which programs will be 
Panama Canal treaty. Let's say my opinion emphasized, and which state buildings will be 
runs counter to the opinion of the group built where. Everyone in the Legislature 
posing the question. Suddenly I have a large claims to be a fiscal conservative until it 
block of voters working against us because of comes down to appropriations for his or her 
one issue. district, then suddenly every appropriation is 
S: Have you crossed any single-issue organ- vitally necessary. We must approach the 
izations? Appropriations Bill honestly, evenly, and 

. E: Not yet, but it's only a matter of time. fairly. The School Finance Bill, which deals 
There are several self-appointed conserva- with local school tax equalization, is very 
tive organizations in this country that back important, especially since it appears that the 
single-issue campaigns. They've lots of funds courts will rule that the property tax is 
and mailing lists. They try to define what it is inequitable. I think it is. Some rural districts 
or is not to be a conservative in the same tax residential property at one-quarter true 
manner SDS back in the sixties at Rice tried value, while cities are much higher. This must 
to define who should have freedom of speech be equalized. 
and who should not. Of course they don't S: What do you think about tax relief bills and 
have any real effect on major political figures. amendments like Proposition 13? 
Bill Buckley and Barry Goldwater got away E: Well, this is an opinion. We've got to get 
with supporting the Canal treaty but if Ed out of the business of using taxes to influence 
Emmett had favored it I would have been political policy, like using tax deductions to 
butchered. encourage certain kinds of spending, and 
S: I suppose we need to discuss labels. we've got to stop imposing a tax on people 
Obviously you describe yourself as a that they cannot control. 
conservative. S: How do you size up the Republican side of 
E: I operate on what I would consider to be a the 1980 presidential race? 
conservative philosophy, yes, but I approach E: Well, Reagan is given the inside track, but 
each issue as a unique issue. H someone Reagan, Connally, and Phil Crane all draw 
looked at my record they would say I was a from the same side. Ford and Bush attract 
conservative. similar support. I'm supporting George Bush 
S: Does conservative translate as generally because I agree with him on most issues and 
being for governmental fiscal responsibility, also because I think he's highly electable. He 
that is, spending curbs and a balanced doesn't antagonize people. 
budget? S: Does Ed Emmett have any future political 
E: Ideally, yes, but I don't support a aspirations? 
constitutionally mandated balanced federal E: I've set no specific goals at this time 
budget. except to serve my district of East Harris 
S: Why did you become a Republican? County to the best of my abilities. 

"There's no right or wrong 
point of view in politics." 
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Tuning in the Universe 
Nobel Prize winner Robert Wtlson talks about his discovery in radio 
astronomy that reshaped our concepts of the origin of the universe. 

On April 17, Robert W. Wilson BA '57, one of 
the winners of the 1978 Nobel prize for physics, 
returned to Rice to receive the Distinguished 
Alumnus award from the Association of Rice 
Alumni. After this ceremony, he delivered a 
lecture in conjunction with the Alumni Insti
tute entitled After the Big Bang. The lecture, 
which drew a full crowd to the Grand Hall of 
Rice Memorial Center, explained the discovery 
that brought Wilson the Nobel Prize. 

By Nancy Daly 

/ 

q uestioning the unexpected and 
capitalizing on the accidental: By seiz-
ing the opportunities as t.11.ey ca,Hmiees-.a,~~~ 
Alexander Fleming discovered penicil-

lin from a mold that contaminated a culture; 
Edward Jenner developed the vaccination for 
smallpox after hearing a country woman say 
that she wouldn't get the disease because she 
had already had cowpox; Antoine Becquerel 
deduced the radioactive properties of ura-
nium after setting some on an undeveloped 
photographic plate. Such was the case in 1965 
when Robert Woodrow Wilson '57 and Arno 
Penzias almost accidentally discovered and 
measured a background radiation that per-
vades the universe. Their discovery provides 
convincing evidence for the "Big Bang" 
theory of the universe's origin. 

They worked then as now at Bell Labora
tories in New Jersey. For their discovery, the 
team shared the Nobel Prize for Physics with 
a physicist from the Soviet Union in 1978. In 
1977, this investigation earned them the 
Henry Draper Medal of the National 
Academy of Science, and the Hershel Medal 
from the British Royal Astronomical Society. 

Wilson, who is tall and slim, looks much 
younger than a man who has a college-age 
son. Perhaps it is the fringe of red hair and full 
red beard around an otherwise bald head that 
contribute to his youthful appearance. His 
manner is modest and unassuming and he ffi 
views the recent furor over his work with a ~ 
quiet humor. "The prize is for a specific 3 
discovery, not for being the smartest physi- ~ 
cist in the world," he says with a laugh. iii 
Though almost shy, he explains his topic with ~ 
both enthusiasm and unusual articulateness. ~ 

Wilson explains how he and his colleagues g 
began to pick up background radio waves 0 
using a very sensitive radio telescope with a it 



large horn receiver. "We wanted to measure 
some radiation from our own galaxy, which is 
kind _of_ _complicated. lJ_sually to measure 
something you point your antenna at it and 
take a reading of the radiation. Then you 
point your antenna away and take another 
reading and you measure the difference. But 
in your own galaxy you can't turn your 
antenna away because the galaxy surrounds 
you. We turned our antenna as close to the 
edge as we could get it. We were making a 
control measurement at 7.35 cm. and we 
were expecting to hear very little noise from 
our own atmosphere. We should have heard 
3.5° Kelvin (1 ° from the receiver itself; 2. 5° 
from our atmosphere) and instead we were 
getting 6.5° and 7°K." [The Kelvin tempera
ture scale of measurement is based on 
absolute zero or - 273.16° centigrade.] 

Wilson and Penzias spent almost a year 
trying to figure out what was wrong with their 
readings. "We sincerely believed in physics 
and that radiation had to come from some
where but we'd eliminated all the known 
sources," Wilson jokes. The two varied each 
factor in their experiments in an effort to 
locate what they thought was error; they 
even cleaned the receiver of two pigeons and 
their nest but the unexplained 3°K continued 
to appear in their results. 

"Arno called a friend at MIT and told him 
about the trouble we were having with our 
readings. He said to check with the people at 
Princeton in Robert H. Dicke's lab. They 
came over to visit. We didn't know what we 
had until the Princeton pe(?ple suggested it." 

By its radio properties, scientists believed 
that this radiation must have been created by 
a "black body" or total energy absorber. 
According to the big bang theory of the origin 
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of the universe, the original hot kernel of 
matter that later exploded outward to be
come the universe would have been such a 
black body. No others are believed to have 
existed. 

"I think we were more pleased to find a 
solution to our problem than with the poten
tial cosmology that the noise seemed to 
indicate. It wasn't clear that this theory would 
still hold up next week or that the 'solid state' 
people wouldn't have an answer for it;" 
Wilson reminisces. · 

The solid state theory was then the 
opposing theory of the origin of the universe. 
It postulated a continuous creation of matter 
in the universe, rather than everything being 
created in one explosion. After the Wilson
Penzias discovery the steady state theory 
was virtually abandoned. 

Although the big bang occurred anywhere 
from fifteen to twenty billion years ago, the 
3°K of the radiation is only reaching us now 
because the universe has continually ex
panded in the interim. "The radiation is 
moving out from the center of the universe 
toward us, but because the universe is 
expanding, it's like the radiation is moving this 
way on an escalator going away from us," 
Wilson explains. "As it comes toward us the 
distance is getting greater." He goes on to 
admit with characteristic modesty, "it all has 
to do with the general theory of relativity, 
which I don't even understand. I must have 
been doing something else when they were 
teaching that. I'm more of an observer than a 
theoretician," he adds. 

W 
ilson grew up in the West Univer
sity area of Houston. At Rice he 
was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate in 
physics. Many of his Rice class

mates and teachers attended the reception 
honoring him before he received the Distin
guished Alumnus award. While some had 
found it necessary to review his face in their 
Campanile before coming, others proudly 
claimed that they always knew he was 
destined for unusual success. Charles Squire, 
a former physics professor and a member of 
the admissions committee when Wilson 
applied, remembers his former student well. 
"I was on the admissions committee that 
insisted he get in, in spite of his grades. One 
of his science teachers at Lamar, whom we 
knew we could trust, said that he was very 
good and that we should let him in. He said 
that Wilson had deliberately kept his grades 
down at Lamar so that he could be friends 
with all the football players." Wilson was put 
on the waiting list and not told that he was 
admitted until the August before he entered. 

Once Wilson came to Rice, however, he 
more than met the expectations of those who 
had supported him. Squire, who was also 
Wilson's senior thesis advisor, adds, "I'd put 
him in the top ten percent of all the students 
that I've ever had. I did some work for 
Humble Oil one summer, and he also worked 
there when he was a student. He solved two 
problems in rapid succession that their top 
men couldn't solve. They just thought he was 
great and that they would hire him as soon as 
he graduated, but of course they never had a 
chance." 

Fellow students remember that Wilson was 
quiet and studious. Harold Rorschach, Wil
son's freshman physics teacher and still a 
member of the faculty, remembers "he 
always finished the tests easily. He would 
turn them in really early. He only had one or 
two-line answers on each problem and they 
were always right. I began to get a little 
worried that he might be bored with the 
class, so I asked him if he would like to switch 
into sophomore physics but he said no, that 
he was learning a lot from freshman physics. I 
don't know if he was the best student I've 
ever had, but he certainly was at the top of 
his class of 300." 

Wilson's career with radio waves began on 
a more prosaic level. As a teenager he fixed 
all the neighbors' TV and radio sets to earn 
extra money. "I think the first television set 
we got was not to look at the TV but for him 
and his daddy to look in the back end of it," 
his mother has said. 

"I came to Rice to be an electrical engineer 
but then I got into physics and I liked it," 

Wilson says. "When I started looking for a 
thesis topic at Caltech I picked something 
with electronics in it. The Owens Valley 
Radio Observatory had just been built, so I 
decided to do my thesis there on observing 
the galactic plane." He stayed on at the 
observatory for a year as a post-doctoral 
fellow but he was soon drawn to Bell 
Laboratories by its radio telescope. 

Only a year after Wilson arrived at Bell 
Labs, he and Penzias learned what was 
causing the noise in their telescope. Though 
the time lag between this discovery and the 
awarding of the Nobel Prize seems long to 
the layman, Wilson says, "thirteen years is 
about normal. It's not an unusual time at all. 
People have been saying off and on for years 
that we might win the Nobel Prize but we 
didn't think it was a sure thing." 

Wilson's share of the Nobel Prize money 
amounts to something just over $40,000 and 
he is free to spend it as he wishes. "When the 
award was set up, the prize was considered 
to be a very large sum of money," he 
explains. "It was supposed to support a lab 
for years but it hasn't kept up with inflation, 
so now it tends to get spent on other things. 
I'm not really sure yet what I'll do with my 
share. We might end up buying a new house." 

Wilson and Penzias received most of the 
credit for the discovery though they had 
really stumbled upon it. Because others, 
notably Dicke's group, had theorized that the 
radiation existed and were actively seeking it, 
there was some consternation and profes
sional backbiting. Wilson replies, "We set out 
to look for something and made a type of 
measurement that hadn't been done before. 
When you make a tool to do a new 
measurement you may get something star
tling. Sometimes when you improve tech
niques that you have been using, you dis
cover something new but usually it happens 
when you try a new technique." 

Although radio astronomers commonly talk 
about the 3°K as noise, the term is somewhat 
misleading. "You don't get music or anything 
like that with a radio telescope. You point 
your radio telescope and measure the inten
sity of radio waves. It sounds like a hiss if you 
actually listen to what is coming in the 
receiver but normally we only measure the 
power. In those days we looked at a chart 
recorder, a pen moving up and down on the 
paper. Now the information is fed right into a 
computer which makes a graph for us to look 
at," Wilson explains. 

Most of us probably experience the radia
tion more immediately than we imagine. It is 
one component of the snow that sometimes 
interferes with the picture on TV. "If you 
turned up your antenna, which isn't a very 
good way to get a picture, you'd get about 3° 
background radiation and about 100° of 
ground radiation. If you walk outside right 
now you'll get hit with that 3°K of radiation. 
But it's a very small amount," Wilson says 
reassuringly. 

This "proof" of the big bang theory caused 
reverberations in the religious as well as the 
scientific world. The idea of one explosion 
which formed the world seems to accord with 
the Biblical account of the origin of the 
universe. Though somewhat reluctant to 
venture out of the quantifiable world of 
physics, Wilson says, "if you believe in the 
hot big bang theory, and I think it is a single 
not a multiple big bang, you believe that the 
earth had a definite beginning. This parallels 
the Biblical account of creation. This [dis
covery] doesn't prove Genesis but it doesn't 
disprove it either." 

In his Alumni Institute lecture, Wilson 
delighted his audience by illustrating the 
concept of the ever-expanding universe with 
an analogy to baking raisin bread. "Our own 
galaxy is pretty small and we are near the 
edge of it. The farther other galaxies are 
from us, the faster they are going away from 
us. Imagine that you're making raisin bread 
and after you mix the raisins in with the dough 
you set it in a warm place to rise. If you were 
on one raisin, as the bread rose you would 
see the other raisins moving away from you. 
The closest ones would be moving slowly 
away and the farther raisins would be moving 
away much faster. You would see the same 

. thing if you moved to another raisin. As long 
as you couldn't see the edge of the bread it 

would look the same in any direction. The 
earth is like one of these raisins in the 
expanding universe." 

The Nobel Prize carries with it sufficient 
notoriety to disrupt anyone's life and the 
Wilson family has experienced some of that. 
Wilson realizes that it may be difficult to live 
up to people's expectations after winning such 
a prestigious award so early in his life, but, he 
says, "probably it would be whenever you 
won it." He admits with a smile that in the last 
few months he has received a little more 
deference than usual from some of his 
neighbors and old friends "but some of that is 
wearing off now," he adds. His wife Betsy 
says, "we've been having fun the last six 
months, but we're trying to keep things 
pretty much the same because we had a 
lifestyle that we liked very much." 

Disclaiming any special genius, Wilson 
protests that Nobel Prize winners "do the 
same things as everyone else" to relax. He 
plays the piano, runs, and skis. "I never 
considered myself athletic in school but I 
enjoy non-competitive sports," Wllsonsays,be
fore recounting a few of his skiing experiences. 

Innovative research has continued to be 
his hallmark. Recently, he found carbon 
monoxide in interstellar clouds. "There is 
a difference in the carbon isotopes in our 

part of the galaxy and those in the center of 
the galaxy. Carbon monoxide is an abundant 
molecule in our galaxy and it can be used as a 
tracer of star formation. We took a technique 
that was developed for telephones and used it 
with the radio telescope. When we pointed 
the telescope at the nearest nebula and 
turned it on, we immediately got a bump on 
our graph. What we found was a huge 
molecular cloud behind ionized gases which 
are heated by stars. It was about one-half to 
one-third hydrogen which hadn't been cycled 
through the stars yet. The import of that is in 
finding the clouds in which stars are being 
formed and learning more about the dynamics 
of star formation. The chemistry of the 
clouds turns out to be very rich in carbon." 

Some of his discoveries serve him as a 
fascinating departure point for speculation. 
"It's interesting to me to see that organic 
molecules can form so easily in space. You 
could turn them into amino acids," he says, 
adding that this doesn't necessarily mean 
these amino acids could have developed into 
life forms anywhere else besides earth. 

Wilson and Penzias are the sixth and 
seventh recipients of Nobel Prizes from Bell 
Laboratories, which is known as one of the 
finest private research laboratories in the 
world. Wilson heads the radio physics de
partment at Bell Labs and though some of the 
members of his department work on applied 
research that benefits Bell Telephone Sys
tems, many of Wilson's projects are pure 
research. "I've done some applied radio 
astronomy projects. It really is a symbiotic 
relationship between the telecommunications 
group and the radio astronomy group. We did 
a study of the intensity of a standard bright 
radio source, Cassiopeia A, which was used 
by Bell to specify earth stations. We used a 
new antenna that I spent several years 
building. It is accurate enough to work in bad 
weather on millimeter wavelengths and 
monitor beacons coming from a communica
tions satellite for Bell. Then on good weather 
days we used the antenna for radio as
tronomy. Over the years, there has been a 
fairly good relationship between telecom
munications and radio astronomy." 

Life is settling back to normal now for the 
Wilsons, and for the present, Wilson will 
continue to research and experiment at Bell 
Labs. "I'm having a pretty good time at Bell 
Labs," he says. Though they don't auto
matically fund every experiment he envi
sions, he adds, "I get to do most of the things 
I want to do." He finds it preferable to an 
academic environment in which he would 
have to apply for grant money regularly. 

Barely distracted by his past success, 
Robert Wilson is continuing to make tools to 
do new measurements; to catch the hereto
fore unheard radio waves that tell the stories 
of the universe. It might not be long before he 
comes up with another "startling" result that 
draws the attention of the world. 
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Darryl "Doc" King '79 
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Rice is competitive with much larger universities in such prestigious track events as the invitational University of Pennslyvania relay races. 

BylraD. Gruber 

Novelli regards learning 
and rnnning with reverence 

and he submits to the 
discipline of each as to 

a higher calling. 

I 
n the spring of 197 4 Darryl King '79 was 
a senior at Moorestown High School in 
Moorestown, New Jersey. Although he 
was a member of the best high school 

shuttle hurdle relay team in the United 
States, he was not avidly recruited by college 
coaches and he did not expect to become a 
successful hurdler in college. He thought 
mainly of going to the University of Pennsyl
vania to prepare for a career in business. 
Steve Straub '72, then beginning his second 
year as assistant coach of track at Rice, did 
know about the Moorestown High School relay 
team and he was looking for a hurdler. But he 
went to Moorestown that spring in hopes of 
recruiting one of "Doc" King's teammates. 

Straub soon found King more attractive 
than his celebrated teammate, who proved to 
be a better athlete than scholar. King, by 
contrast, was both a sound scholar and a 
promising hurdler. He had not then run an 
outstanding race. But neither had he concen
trated on track. He played other sports at 
Moorestown and worked out for track in the 
school's parking lot. Straub decided to gamble 
on King's talent. King, in turn, decided that 
Rice was no gamble. Still unsure that he had 
the talent to compete.as a hurdler in college, 
Doc chose Rice because of its academic 
reputation. He did know that Dave Roberts, 
NCAA champion and world record holder in 
the pole vault, had gone to Rice and that Rice 
traditionally was strong in track, but he was 
more impressed by what his high school 
counselor told him about Rice's academic 
quality than what Straub said of track in 
Houston. When Straub offered him an athletic 
scholarship, King accepted. Even if he did not 
become an outstanding athlete, he would, he 
thought, get a good education. 

King has succeeded beyond his expecta
tions both as a student and as an athlete. 
Before flying to Houston in August 1974, he 
had never been farther from home than 
Washington. He and his family were very 
close. His first semester was especially 
difficult. He had to adjust to a new community, 
a new emphasis on track, and a new, de
manding set of courses. He did adjust. By 
the end of his sophomore year, he felt very 
much at home in Lovett College, was doing 
sound work in economics, and had won the 
first of three Southwest Conference Cham
pionships in the 110 meter hurdles. Now, 
having established himself among the best of 
intercollegiate hurdlers (his 13.5 is currently 
tied for fourth) and having received his BA in 
economics, he hopes to compete for a place on 
the 1980 Olympic team and do graduate work 
in management at Rice or Rutgers. 

Like King, Bruce Gingrich '80 chose Rice 
primarily because of its academic reputation, 
and he too has surpassed what might have 

been expected of him. As a senior at Alief High 
School in 1976, Gingrich was a mediocre 
student and a late-developing half miler. 
Straub and head coach Bobby May '65 
recruited him before other coaches recog
nized his potential, and he accepted their offer 
because he wanted an education that would 
lead to a good job. Although he found Rice 
quite demanding, he has responded positively 
to the demands. His grades have improved 
steadily; he has become one of the three or 
four best half milers in the NCAA, and he now 
aspires not merely to the Olympic team but 
also to graduate school in business. 

Mike Novelli '79 was more widely recruited 
than either King or Gingrich. But he too chose 
Rice because of its academic reputation and 
has flourished as an athlete and student. 
Injuries kept him from competing during his 
freshman year and, again, during the final 
weeks of this, his senior year. But he has 
improved dramatically since 197 5 when he was 
a leading miler at Strake Jesuit High School in 
Houston. In his junior year he not only won the 
Southwest Conference championship in cross 
country and at 5000 meters but also finished 
sixth in the 5000 at both the NCAA and AAU 
championships. Next year, while a fifth year 
student in the Jones School of Administration, 
he will pursue a master's degree in accounting 
and a place on the Olympic team. 

King, Gingrich, and Novelli each chose 
Rice for its academic reputation, and each has 
had unusual success as a student-athlete. Yet 
each is a distinct personality who has re
sponded in his own way to the pressures of 
competition and the contending demands of 
training and studying at Rice. King, a tall, 
loosely built person with an unusually com
posed manner, approaches his tasks with 
detachment. He emphasizes careful, deliber
ate preparation and consistent performance 
both in the sharp competition of hurdling and 
in the more extended testing of his courses. 
Gingrich, by contrast, is a small, intense 
person with an aggressive personality. Al
though he has had more trouble than either 
King or Novelli in submitting to the months of 
preparation essential for minutes of competi- ~ 
tion, he relishes competition and the plea- ~ 
sures of measuring himself against a strong ~ 
field over 800 meters or a class of Rice o 
students. For Novelli the competition is more g 
within himself. He does, of course, ap- i 
preciate the value of working each day with ti' 

w 
bright classmates and of training with another ~ 
strong distance runner like Marty Froelick ::. 
'80. But Novelli regards learning and running [ 
with reverence and he submits to the ~ 
discipline of each as to a higher calling. He has i 
even managed to see the value of being g 
injured, as he illustrates with a quote from ~ 
Romans 8:28: "And we know that all things o.. 



Mike Novelli '79 

work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to 
His purpose." 

Training does make it difficult for King, 
Gingrich, and Novelli to do all that they might 
at Rice; but all find running and studying not 
merely compatible but complementary. They 
train throughout the year - Gingrich and 
Novelli as much as ten times a week. 
Because their events demand so much 
stamina, their most rigorous training sessions 
in the fall can include a three and a half mile 
run to Allen Parkway; five one-mile runs, 
each done in five minutes with two minute 
rest periods; and then the run home to cool 
down. uch heavy training does create 
occasional conflicts in scheduling classes and 
in completing assignments. But King, Ging
nch, and Novelli have found that success in 
track has built their confidence and helped 
make them better students; indeed Novelli 
has done his best academically while bur
dened with training and competition; his 
worst, while injured and unable to run. All 
think their principal sacrifices to track have 
been recreational or social. King and Gingrich 
both like other sports and would have 
enjoyed taking part in intramurals. King did 
fracture a bone playing touch football for his 
college, to the track coaches' horror; and 
Novelli would have enjoyed more time for the 
informal conversations that he thinks have 
been a valuable part of his education at Rice. 

These three athletes are on perhaps the 
most successful team at Rice. Notwithstand
ing injuries, the team finished fourth in the 
Southwest Conference meet, qualified five 
individuals for the NCAA championships, and 
may well contribute to the Olympic team in 
1980. But this team and its outstanding 
members are very much within the Rice track 
tradition. Four alumni - Claude Bracey '30, 
Fred Wolcott '41, Fred Hansen '43, and Dave 
Roberts '7 4 - have held world records in 
track; six - Vern McGrew '50, Jim Gerhardt 
'51, and Ed Red '65, in addition to Wolcott, 
Hansen, and Roberts - have been members 
of the United States Olympic team; and at 
least nine, including Coach May, have been 
NCAA or AAU champions. In the past twenty 
years, the team has won the Southwest 
Conference Championship four times and 
finished third or better a total of thirteen 
times. During these years thirty-two Rice 
athletes have won individual Southwest Con
ference championships, and Rice has re
mained first among conference schools in 
total points scored in NCAA championship 
meets. 

These achievements are the more impres
sive when considered against the academic 
and vocational performances of Rice track 
men. Of 163 men who took part in track 
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between 1960 and 1978, 78 percent graduated 
on time - completed 4-year programs in 8 
semesters or 5-year programs in 10. Another 
10 percent graduated late; and only 12 per
cent failed to receive degrees. These figures 
compare very favorably with those compiled 
for all Rice students enrolled between 1967 
and 1972, of whom 61 percent graduated on 
time, 23 percent were late, and 16 percent 
did not graduate at all. It is true that track 
men did not fare as well as all students in 
competition for National Merit Scholarships 
or university honors. But nearly four percent 
of those in track were National Merit Schol
ars (well above the level for all students at 
most universities), and 47 percent were on 
the Dean's List or President's Honor Roll at 
least once. 

Although many track men have preceded 
King, Gingrich, and Novelli into business, 
even more have found careers in science, 
engineering, and the professions. About 40 
percent of those 122 men who took part in 
track in the past 20 years, and whose 
occupations are known, are in business or 
banking. About 15 percent are doctors, 13 
percent are teachers; 12 percent are scien
tists or engineers; and 8 percent are lawyers. 
The remaining 12 percent are coaches, public 
servants, or ministers. 

It does seem clear that Rice track men 
have been remarkably successful - not 
merely in winning championships but also in 
preparing themselves for a variety of interest
ing careers. But how is this success to be 
explained? In part, it may attributed to the 
shrewd and sometimes fortuitous recruiting 
of coaches Emmett Brunson, Augie Erfurth, 
Bobby May, and Steve Straub. In part, to 
systematic and sound training at Rice. In 
part, to the lack of professional opportunities 
in track, a lack that encourages high school 
athletes like King or Novelli to choose a 
college primarily for its academic reputation. 
And in part, to the fact that track - to a 
much greater extent than football or basket
ball - offers opportunities to a spectrum of 
physical talents. Of course, track men have 
their own explanations. Doc King believes 
that runners make good students and suc
cessful men because they are accustomed to 
discipline and to being accountable for their 
efforts. Gingrich, with characteristic immod
esty, says merely that "track is a smart man's 
sport." Novelli thinks that running and study
ing are most complementary. At Rice that 
certainly seems to be the case. 

Ira Gruber is a professor of history and an associate 
of Hanszen College who also runs every day and 
has long been an avid sports fan. 

Bruce Gingrich narrowly edged a Rice teammate to win this 800 meter race. 

"Track has been good at Rice. Over the years, it has had a very good 
record, probably the best of any sport here," says athletic director 
Augie Erfurth '49, who was himself a track star when he went to 
Rice. "But lately, it has gotten hard for the coaches to recruit because 
Rice and the University of Houston are the only ones in the 
conference without an all-weather track. It's a compliment to the 
coaches that they've done so well anyway," he continues. 

In fact, the track facilities have deteriorated and become so 
outdated that Rice wasn't even holding any of its meets here this 
year. Home meets were held on the track at Kinkaid School. By next 
year, however, Rice's track will be completely renovated and updated 
with the help of a $500,000 appropriation from the Board of 
Governors. 

Erfurth and coach Bobby May '65, who also broke records as a 
Rice track star, are excited by the prospect of the new facilities. 
"We're most concerned about getting an all-weather, synthetic 
surface track," Erfurth says. "We're going to particularly worry 
about a good base and drainage. That's where most of the money will 
go. Also we'll be putting in runways and jumping surfaces around the 
outside of the track, so we can keep the grass area inside intact for 
football and soccer. We will be putting in new restroom facilities. The 
condition of the present ones, along with the track itself, is one 
reason that we didn't hold meets here this year." 

Though the track team has had a very good season even with a 
spate of injuries, finishing fourth in the Southwest Conference meet 
with two individual champions, the team doesn't draw the number of 
spectators that some of the other sports do. But next year when 
they're able to run at home again, the athletic department hopes that 
the situation will improve significantly. 

Other more minor changes will also be made to the track. The 
steel structure of the 5, 000-seat stands will be painted, asphalt put 
underneath, and a new fence erected around the stadium. 

The renovated facility will be used by the whole university 
community, as the old one has been, for jogging. "We're talking about 
taking the old cinders up and making a half-mile jogging track outside 
the stadium," Erfurth says. 

The track facilities fell into disrepair partly because the sport 
brings in very little money to the university in spite of its excellent 
record. "You've got to look realistically at where your income comes 
in," Erfurth explains. "Football is number one. It brings in about $1 
million a year from gate receipts, concessions, and related income. 
Basketball is next. We've had someone donate the money for new 
facilities in baseball and tennis." Track only brings in about $5,000 a 
year in gate receipts and concessions from its home games. 

However, with the board appropriation for the new facilities, 
Erfurth thinks "the future for track looks very good at Rice 
University." The recent interest in jogging among Rice students 
generally is having a positive effect on the track program. "The 
increased activity and interest in women's sports also helps track, 
and track is one in which we're giving scholarships to women. And it 
will help the women's sports having a good track facility," Erfurth 
says. 

Gate receipts notwithstanding, the Athletic Department is very 
interested in the track program. "If you want a good athletic 
program, you've got to have a well-balanced one," Erfurth adds. "I 
think with the track Olympians from Rice we have had a tremendous 
amount of nation-wide publicity." Six former track team members 
from Rice have gone on to join Olympic teams. 

Erfurth concludes: "We've got a tradition in track where Rice has 
competed very well over the years. You know the old saying, 
'success breeds success.' I think it is due to our tradition of success 
and the hard work of our coaches that Rice has continued to be very 
competitive. But we feel that we're going to have a first-class facility. 
One of which we're going to be proud." 
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By Richard]. Smith 

I 
have been asked to share with SALLYPORT 
readers a few impressions of a recent 
two-week Rice Alumni Association tour 
to the People's Republic of China. First, 

however, a word of caution: these are my 
views alone. I do not claim to speak for the 
rest of the group. There is something about a 
China tour - perhaps it is the structure -
that encourages participants to overgeneral
ize, to forget how limited and how personal 
their experiences have been. This kind of 
self-deception can afflict even the wary. 

Before leaving for China in late April, I 
conducted three briefing sessions for the Rice 
group. As might have been expected, the 
alumni did their homework well. Throughout 
the tour they asked all the right questions, 

flawless Chinese, but they learned the whole 
term, and never once lapsed into catalepsy. 

Our guide was an extraordinarily efficient 
Peking-born Chinese named Peng Shih-chen, 
who had formerly taught Chinese and 
Japanese language at Oakland University in 
Michigan. We hit it off instantly. Although 
rather fierce looking and given to fits of 
affec;ted anger, Peng was in fact a paper tiger. 
He had been educated in China, Japan, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, and the United States. His 
interests were wide-ranging and very cos
mopolitan. He was an ideal tour guide, his only 
flaw being that he snored like a trash 
compactor. 
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and exhibited, I think, precisely the proper Team Green entered China by train from 
blend of cultural sensitivity and healthy Kowloon. The two-hour trip to Canton took us 
cynicism. through many beautiful stretches of the lush 

Our people represented a wide spectrum Kwangtung countryside. There was little 
of occupational and personal interests. There evidence of the enormous concentration of 
were bankers and other executives, house- people in this area of China. Most of the 
wives, architects, physicians, secretaries, laborers in the fields appeared to be women, a 
engineers, and, of course, a token academic. number of them with young children by their 
Some members of the group were interested . sides. Nearby, older children could be seen 
in history and culture, others in politics and fishing, shooting pellet guns, throwing rocks, 
economics. A few individuals - notably Tom or swimming. The impression produced was 
Smith '51, Joe Reilly '48, and Milt McGinty '27 one of rural bliss, but life in the Chinese 
- came to be not only shrewd observers of countryside is not always so easy. 
the China scene, but also our equivalent of Upon arrival in Canton, we took a Japanese 
class clowns. There was never a dull moment bus to the newly-built but ugly White Cloud 
in China. Hotel. Canton has for centuries been a point of 
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We arrived in Hong Kong, after nearly 
twenty hours of tedious flight from Houston. 
Although Hong Kong has grown substantially 
and changed subtly since I lived there in 
1971-1972, much of the outrageously fascinat
ing character of the city remains. Hong Kong 
throbs with human energy and its residents 
consume conspicuously, if they have the 
means. As in the past, the striking feature of 
the colony, in addition to its color and deca
dence, is the great social and economic gulf 
separating the affluent from the indigent. The 
rampant capitalism of the colony, with all its 
strengths and weaknesses, offers a useful 
comparative frame of reference for a visit to 
China. 

Hong Kong remains a shopper's paradise. 
Although prices have risen noticeably since 
1972, many bargains are still available in goods, 
foods, and services. Chinese commercial 
enterprises boast colorful English names, 
such as "Crocodile Garments Ltd.," "Jolly 
Sound Ltd.," "Flying Dragon Rent-A-Car," 
"The Boil and Boil Wonderful Restaurant," and 
my favorite, "The Amazing Grace Elephant 
Company" (specializing in jewelry). 
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In the morning, our group received its first 
official briefing. We were designated Team 
Green, to distinguish us from the three other 
groups of twenty-five members making Pan 
Am's World Tour Number 17 to China. The 
other groups were sprinkled liberally with 
idiots, alcoholics, and other misfits. Merci
fully, we had to travel in China with only one of 
the other groups - the best of the three. 
Even so, this meant that at any given time we 
carried around with us about a half dozen 
people whose only memory of China will be 
bringing into the country the statutory limit of 
foreign liquor (four bottles), smuggling in 
martinis sealed in plastic bags (no exaggera
tion), memorizing with great difficulty half of 
the Chinese term for ice-cube (which usually 
got them by), and finally managing to buy 
foreign liquor again in the Peking Friendship 
Store. It is true that the members of Team 
Green quickly learned how to say "beer" in 

extensive Sino-foreign contact, and so it 
remains. It is the venue for the Chinese 
Export Commodities Fair, which attracts 
thousands of foreign businessmen to the city 
twice a year, and makes life miserable for 
residents and tourists alike during those 
times. We were there for the spring fair, and 
although the exhibitions were quite interest
ing, I was ecstatic to learn that we would be 
spending only a day in Canton. 

In the city we picked up two guides who 
were to accompany us throughout our journey 
in China, Mr. Huang and Miss Wu, both native 
Cantonese. Huang and I quickly became good 
friends, but Miss Wu kept her distance, 
justifiably suspicious of an over-inquisitive 
bearded barbarian. She did confide to me, 
however, that she considered her position 
with the China International Travel Service as 
merely a stepping stone to the post of hotel 
manager. She is on the make in a spartan, 
socialist world. 
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In the afternoon, we boarded a Russian
built prop plane for Ch'eng-tu, capital of 
Szechwan province and a place seldom visited 
by foreign tourists. Slicing northwest across 
the spectacular countryside of K wangsi, we 
entered Kweichow, where we stopped briefly 
at the capital city of Kuei-yang. Not long 
thereafter we touched down in Szechwan, 
China's most populous province, and took the 
bus from the Ch'eng-tu airport into town. 
Although Sh'ing-tu boasts over three million 
people, the city is refreshingly pure and 
provincial, unspoiled by the rampant tourism 
and semi-decadence (at least by mainland 
standards) of Canton. 

During our bus ride into town, we were 
briefed by local guides, who were proud to 
point out that Teng Hsiao-p'ing, Vice-Premier 
of the State Council and chief architect of 
China's current and ambitious modernization 
program, was a native of Szechwan. The 
guides were full of stories concerning Teng's 
power struggle with the infamous "Gang of 
Four." One guide noted, for example, that 
when supporters of the "Gang" in Ch'eng-tu 
wrote a poster saying "down with Teng," the 
local people expressed their loyalty to him by 
changing the slogan to read "never down with 
Teng"; and when in Chungking the slogan 

appeared "If Teng is in power again, thousands 
of people will be killed," the masses changed 
the last part to read "many pigs will be killed," 
indicating that the people would have more to 
eat. The whole story-telling exercise was 
rather forced but it was also illuminating. 
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Our group visited Wu -kuei production 
brigade in the morning, one of twelve such 
administrative sub-units of T'ien-yuan 
People's Commune in Hsin-tu county. Ac
cording to Wu-kuei's local representative, the 
brigade consisted of 510 families (2,100 
individuals) organized into 13 production 
teams. Tien-yuan People's Commune was 
obviously not a showcase; it was only about 
average size (c. 20,000 members), relatively 
poor, and we came to find that our visit was 
the first by any tourists. Although the crops 
seemed to flourish, the small-scale indus
tries, schools, and healthcare facilities run by 
the Wu -kuei brigade were quite primitive by 
our standards. The local guide emphasized 
that agricultural productivity in the commune 
was still low, and that China had much to learn 
from foreign countries. This theme of self
deprecation was a familiar one throughout our 
stay in China. 

We ate lunch at nearby Cassia Lake Park, 
and then visited the Precious Light Monas
tery, the second largest Buddhist monastery 
in all of China. After wandering through a 
maze of magnificent halls and courtyards, I 
asked one of the local guides if we could chat 
with a resident monk. He inquired, and after a 
few minutes we were introduced to a man 
named Tai, who had been at the monastery 
since before "Liberation" in 1949. He was 
dressed in lay clothes, obviously uncomforta
ble, and predictably reserved. In response to 
one of my questions, he said that approxi
mately one hundred people a day come to 
worship at the monastery, apart from 
Chinese and foreign sightseers. I asked to 
look around the monk's quarters. His room 
was nearly bare, except for a bed and a desk 
full of brushes, paper, and unfinished old
style calligraphy. On his wall was a picture of 
Mao Tse-tung. 

Wandering the streets of Ch'eng-tu, both 
alone and with members of our group, always 
proved richly rewarding. As in prior wander
ings, I found the people of China to be 
invariably friendly and insatiably curious. 
They appreciated my effort to speak to them 
in Chinese, but it was sometimes quite 
difficult to understand the local Szechwan 
ditlect. Despite an attempt by the state to 
encourage one uniform dialect in all of China, 
p'u-fung hua or "universal speech" is far 
from universal. 

Evening is, in many ways, the best time to 
see any Chinese city. Although Chinese 
lighting is always minimal, each home, shop 
and store becomes a miniature theater when 
set off against the near total darkness of the 
streets and alleyways. The atmosphere is at 
once eerie and unthreatening. As people pass 
silently and in steady streams outside the 
open doors of Chinese homes, families within 
huddle together under the sparse light of a 
twenty-five watt bulb to chat, play games, or 
listen to the radio in a room only ten or fifteen 
feet square. Day or night, the warmth and 
cohesiveness of Chinese family life is strik
ingly apparent. Parents and grandparents 
shower devotion on their children and grand
children, and their gifts of love are fully 
repaid. 

Chinese nightlife is extremely tame by 
Western standards. These days, a big treat 
might be to see a dubbed version of a 
Western movie such as Ch'e-tui (Convoy), or 
P'iao-feng (Gone with the Wind). Romantic 
themt>s are evident in a number of Chinese 
films and plays, and sometimes there is even 

... 

a hint of sexual suggestiveness in Chinese 
entertainment. While watching a televised 
local variety show in Ch'eng-tu, I was amazed 
to see two Chinese standup comedians 
making off-color jokes about their wives and 
the problems of birth control. The "Gang of 
Four" seems to have been pretty well 
smashed in Szechwan. 
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Our group visited Number Five Kindergar
ten in Ch'eng-tu - the first time the school 
had been visited by foreigners. As is common 
in China tours, we were shown around the 
facility and then treated to a song and dance 
performance by the children, who were 
dressed in various native and minority cos
tumes. The themes of their presentations 
ranged from friendship to adoration for 
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng, to pride in a 
bumper crop. 

Although described as an "average" school, 
Number Five Kindergarten was obviously a 
superior facility, with a considerable amount 
of audio-visual equipment and even its own 
health clinic. The cost per child for all-day 
(7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.) care at the kindergar
ten, including meals, was given as 12. 9 yaun 
(about $8.40) per month. Students at the 
school were encouraged to cherish the "five 
loves" (country, people, labor, science, and 
collective property), and were rewarded for 
superior achievement in the areas of study, 
labor, discipline, hygiene, and unity. 

Other attractions in the Ch'eng-tu area 
were the temple dedicated to the famous 
Chinese scholar, politician, and military 
strategist, Chu-ko Liang (181-234 A.D.) and 
the "thatched hut" and surrounding grounds 
of the great T'ang poet Tu Fu. 

No less impressive was the spicy, hot 
cuisine for which Szechwan is justly re
nowned. Even in the hotel, the food was 
excellent - at once mouth- watering and 
eye-watering. I am certain that we set 
records for the consumption of cold water, 
Tsingtao beer, and what passes in China for 
orange soda - a ghastly concoction to say 
the least. 

In the evening, we left Ch'eng-tu by train 
for Sian - a wonderful 17-hour trip. Chinese 
trains are extremely comfortable, making 
both overnight travel and daytime sightseeing 
a pleasure. In the early morning, as our train 
headed northeast into Shensi province, we 
entered the magnificent Ch'in-ling mountain 
range. The scenery was breathtaking, but in 
a real way no more impressive than the 
railway and tunnel system that took us around 
and through the towering peaks. In the less 
mountainous areas of Shensi we could see 
numerous caves dug out of the loose soil, 
where some Chinese live today much as their 
ancestors did several thousand years ago. 
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We arrived in Sian about 4 P.M. The city is 
deep in history. Nestled in the Wei River 
valley, it has been the capital (under various 
names) of nearly a dozen dynasties - most 
notably the eminent Han (206 B. C. -222 
A. D.) and T'ang (618-907 A.D.) periods. 
Most of our time in Sian was spent visiting 
historic sites: the neolithic Village of Pan-p'o, 
dating from c. 5,000 B. C.; the tumulus or 
grave mound of the first emperor of the Ch'in 
dynasty (221-206 B.C.); the newly excavated 
vault containing life-size terra cotta figures 
"guarding" the tomb of the first Ch'in em
peror; mosques and pagodas dating from the 
T'ang period; and other major points of 
interest, including the excellent Shensi Pro
vincial Museum. 

I comtemplated suicide when I heard we 
would be spending only a half hour at the 
museum in order to allow two hours at the 
Sian Friendship Store, but managed to escape 
the store and walk back to the museum, 
where I spent my two hours very profitably. 
The Sian Provincial Museum is, I think, one 
of the best museums in all of China, and 

Rich Smith is an associate professor of history. He 
specializes in China, and he particularly loves 
Chinese food . 
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WhilP in China, the alumni 
group purchased a matched 
pair of signed scrolls by the 
Cantonese political reformer, 
philosopher, and poet K' ang 
Yu-wei (1858-1927), an 
important figure in Chinese 
history. They presented the 
scrolls to the Fondren 
Library. The poem on the 
scrolls reads from top to bot
tom, right to left. Each char
acter is carefully balanced by 
the corresponding character 
on the other scroll - verb to 
verb, adjective to adjective: 
"Out flies the crane, into a 
million acres of white clouds; 
Up rolls the curtain, revealing 
ten thousand waves of bloom
ing flowers." 
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probably unparalleled in the quality of its 
Han-T'ang holdings. Especially impressive is 
the "Forest of Steles," inscribed by some of 
the greatest calligraphers in Chinese history. 

Evening entertainment in Sian included a 
Peking duck banquet at a well-known local 
restaurant, where our host from the China 
International Travel Service and I engaged in 
a friendly drinking bout. Each of us offered 
repeated toasts, each of which required the 
traditional "gan-bei" ("bottoms up" or more 
accurately, "dry cup"). We were drinking 
Maotai at the time, a fierce, 106-proof liquor, 
produced in Kweichow, which destroys 
tastebuds and inhibitions in short order. 
Fortunately, my most egregious/aux pas was 
to forget the Chinese words to "The East is 
Red," which is not too terribly bad -
especially since I also forgot the English 
words to "I've Been Working on the Rail
road." 

While in Sian, we also saw a series cf 
performances by the Shensi Provincial Song 
and Dance Troupe. Many of the numbers 
reflected the cultural traditions of China's 
ethnic minorities, and the titles ranged 
from "In Celebration of Wine," to "Chair
man Mao's Enduring Kindness Will Never Be 
Forgotten." 

Walks in Sian, as in Ch'eng-tu, were always 
interesting. Particularly fascinating was a 

stroll through the Islamic section of the city 
(there are a reported 30,000 or so Muslims in 
Sian), and a visit to a residential compound 
within the East Gate Tower (Gate of Everlast
ing Happiness) of the old Sian city wall. 
Everywhere I went, the people were friendly, 
outgoing and accommodating. Children in-
vited me to their homes; students asked me 
to autograph their books and notebooks with 
my Chinese name; and old men invited me to 
sit down and play cards, chess, or other 
games with them. Peasants selling produce 
from their "private plots" on the street 
chatted freely, and amicably, and shopkeepers 
always took time out to explain what they 
were making or selling. 
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We left Sian by air for Peking. China's 
capital city is always alive, but the festive 
mood of the International Labor Day cele
brations added an extra measure of excite
ment. We hit the usual historical high points of 
the area: the Temple of Heaven, the Forbid
den City, the Ming Tombs, the Summer 
Palace, and, of course, the awe-inspiring 
Great Wall. The magnificence of it all defies 
description. 

As usual, I spent much of my spare time 
walking the streets and alleyways of Peking, 
comparing the city in spring with my visit 
last December. Many changes were notice
able, a number attributable simply to dif
ferences in season. Some, however, were a 
product of the changing times. I noticed, for 
example, a clamp-down on popular expres
sion through the medium of wall posters. 
During my December trip, Peking had been 
awash with brightly colored posters in many 
areas, including a quarter-mile stretch along 
the edge of T'ien-an Men Square. In May, 
only tiny shreds of paper remained on the 
walls and wooden fences. Wall posters were 
now confined only to so-called "Democracy 
Wall" on Ch'ang-an Boulevard, where armed 
guards stood in intimidating fashion. Most of 
the posters looked old, and virtually all that I 
saw were bland and uncritical in content, in 
contrast to those on display in December. 

Throughout China I perceived a strong 
emphasis on law and order, evident in public 
announcements posted by municipal revo
lutionary committees and reflected in the 
presence of armed security forces on a 
number of city street corners. Apparently 
petty crime is on the upswing and local 
control has been breaking down. Although 
China remains an extraordinarily safe place to 
travel, foreign wealth and the breakdown of 
control has encouraged the rise of pick
pocketing. Even impoverished professors are 
fair game for the "small hands," as I can 
personally attest. 

I had my pocket picked in the Peking 
subway. Upon discovering the theft, I re
turned by cab (with borrowed money) to the 
subway station, dragging my hapless cabbie 
along with me for moral support. We went to 
the ticket desk, where I asked if the billfold 
had been returned. It had not. The ticket 
clerks then called the police, who arrived 
with lightning speed. We were taken into a 
small room where I was given massive doses 
of tea and interrogated in classic Jack Webb 
fashion. The policeman in charge of the 
questioning was a large man, very polite, but 
very serious. He spoke Chinese more rapidly 
than I had ever heard it before: "Where did 
you lose the wallet? When? Was anyone with 
you?" And so on. At times, I couldn't 
understand what the man was saying, where
upon he would ask the same question to the 
cab driver in rapid fire Chinese, who would 
then repeat the question to me, but much 
more slowly. It was a comic scene, but no one 
laughed. 

The police were angry and humiliated that 
this had happened to a "foreign friend," but 
they acknowledged that pickpocketing had 
become a problem in recent months. The 
cabbie was pleased to be playing an important 
role in the interrogation, but he was sorry for 
me and obviously uncomfortable in the police 
station. I was unhappy about the lost money 
and sympathetic with both the police and the 

cab driver, but thoroughly intrigued by the 
proceedings. I think I got my money's worth. 

In all, Peking was full of good times and 
pleasant surprises. One of the high points for 
me was the discovery, in an antique shop 
called "The Studio of Precious Antiquities," of 
a set of paired scrolls by the famous Chinese 
scholar-philosopher K'ang Yu-wei (1858-
1927). Before the trip to China, Pam Smith '55 
had suggested the idea of purchasing for the 
Rice Library some sort of gift to commemo
rate the alumni tour; and when I saw the 
scrolls, they seemed to be absolutely ideal -
attractive, historical, and symbolically appro
priate. But they were also quite expensive. 
Fortunately, the members of the group shared 
my enthusiasm for the find, and contributed 
generously. On our return trip home, I 
guarded the scrolls with paranoid devotion, 
mindful of Tom Smith's remark that if anything 
happened to them, they would henceforth be 
known as the "Dead Rich Scrolls." 

At the end of our stay in Peking, we had a 
banquet at the famed Peking Duck Restau
rant, now housed in a huge multi-storied 
modern complex. The mood was festive, and 
the food was good - but not great. I much 
preferred the Feng Tse Yuan Restaurant, 
located not far from our hotel, which spe
cializes in Shantung-style food. A few mem
bers of our group generously offered to treat 
me to dinner at the Feng Tse Yuan if I would 
set things up. I readily assented, and ar
ranged for a ten-course banquet, leaving it to 
the restaurant to suggest most of the dishes. 
The meal was outstanding, if I do say so 
myself. 

Unfortunately, we were so caught up in the 
festivities of our own private dining room that 
we didn't realize that we had stayed more 
than an hour past closing time. No one said a 
word to us about it, and as we left in 
embarassment, the staff of the restaurant 
sent us off in a heroic display of good will. 

On the way back to the hotel, we passed a 
Chinese fellow playing the guitar out on the 
street. We went over and asked if we could 
sing a couple of songs for him, and in no time 
at all a huge and enthusiastic crowd had 
gathered around us. It was all pretty heady 
stuff until Tom Smith '51 put things in proper 
perspective: "That should give you some idea 
of what the level of entertainment is around 
here at night," he said. 
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We left Peking for two days of rest and 
relaxation in Tokyo. Like Hong Kong, Japan 
offers a striking contrast to the almost painful 
austerity of China; but no one, I suspect, 
found the adjustment too difficult to make. 
Japan is at once very Western and very 
Japanese. Unlike the Chinese, the Japanese 
have long had a dualistic cultural tradition, 
which has made their transition to modernity 
much less painful and far more rapid than that 
of the Chinese, saddled with an ancient and 
holistic cultural trapition. 

So much for my impressions. What about 
the rest of the group? In general, I think all 
would probably agree that we were favored 
by extremely conscientious guides, good 
food, an excellent itinerary, and wonderful 
weather. Everyone would also probably 
agree that the Chinese were uncommonly 
friendly and surprisingly cheerful, especially 
in light of their extreme poverty and our 
obvious material advantages. But beyond 
these similar and rather superficial percep
tions, China presented a host of conflicting 
images to the various members of the tour. 
Some admired the community spirit of the 
Chinese while others deplored the absence of 
individuality. Some were struck by the indus
try and ingenuity of the Chinese people; 
others by their laziness and inefficiency. To 
some, what was most impressive about China 
was how far the country had come since 1949; 
to others, the significant point was that China 
obviously had such a long way to go. Not 
surprisingly, many people had mixed feelings 
about it all. In this instance, however, 
ambivalence would seem to be a reasonable 
response, and not simply refuge for the 
unreflective. 
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News & Notices 
New Dean Sets Goals 
The agenda of a new dean at Rice reads like 
the calendars and check lists for a major 
executive moving into a complex corporate 
setting or huge governmental agency. 

For Joseph Cooper, Rice's new dean of 
social sciences, there are the essential 
minutiae of organization that must be done: 
finding office space, producing detailed 
budgets, hiring a secretary, filling existing 
faculty vacancies. 

But as he eyes a desk filled with end-of
semester faculty chores, Cooper speaks 
intensely about the possibilities for further 
developing Rice's social science departments 
- anthropology, sociology, psychology, eco
nomics, and political science. 

"Rice has a well-developed philosophy of 
capitalizing on its smallness, of splitting big 
administrative units into smaller ones of 
closely-related disciplines," Cooper says. 
"You do this hoping you can develop a 
critical-mass, that you can step up communi
cation crossing the old boundary lines 
between the disciplines_ You have a better 
chance to make sound choices and to provide 
the focus that stimulates faculty and students. 
We did the same thing when we split 
engineering and the natural sciences, and that 
worked well." 

From this focus the dean hopes new 
interdisciplinary work, research proposals, 
student internships in Washington and Austin, 
and a sense of excitement will emerge. "A 
great deal has happened in the social sciences 
in the past twenty years," he says, "and we 
have important information and methodology 
with which to go beyond the campus, 
especially in the area of public policy that 
impacts all of our everyday lives - from 
home and family to education, religion, and 
the structure of our cities. These are massive 
problems about which we have a great deal to 
contribute, though of course, no ready 
solutions." 

Cooper views the social sciences as emerg
ing from several decades of educating stu
dents for life in our complex society. "This 
need continues to be important," he feels, 
"but now we're able to address other 
problems as well as to provide a critical 
aspect in the training of anyone who wants to 
make a career in government, business, or 

many of the professions." 
One exciting possibility at Rice is an 

examination of the curriculum to seek a 
unifying nexus for the social science disci
plines while still encouraging continued 
development within the disciplines them
selves. Cooper also sees a reactivation of the 
dormant Social Science Research Laboratory, 
to provide an extensive data library for both 
teaching and research. 

He notes that "Rice does not have big 
faculties in the social sciences, but it does 
have many good people and the flexibility 
necessary to be both creative and useful. We 
cannot cover the whole landscape of the 
social sciences, but by selecting a fulcrum 
point such as the impact of public policy, we 
can add a dimension to our activities that will 
make the whole greater than the sum of the 
parts. We can also tie in with other stronger 
centers of focus at Rice. In the Jones School 
and the School of Architecture, for example, 
there is a parallel deep interest in policy. All 
this will provide more opportunity to cross 
the artificial lines we sometimes draw 
between disciplines. This has already hap
pened in the natural sciences, where you see 
a melding of biology and chemistry into 
biochemistry. The same thing will happen in 
the social sciences. Because we are small, 
the process can be quicker." 

Cooper became the first chairman of 
political science at Rice in 1967 when he 
moved from Harvard, where he had earned 
his Ph. D and served on the faculty for eight 
years. While he has done a one-year stint as 
acting provost at Rice, his zest for adminis
trative work was sharpened in eighteen 
months on leave as staff director for the U.S. 
House Commission on Administrative Re
view, formed to review and remedy the 
causes behind a series of Congressional 
scandals that centered public attention on the 
way the House operates. 

"Administrative work goes beyond shuf
fling papers and doing the essential routine," 
Cooper finds. "I like teaching and research 
and writing, but administration is the chance 
to make things happen, to function as a 
catalyst, to bring good people together and 
give them the opportunities to exploit their 
talents. n 

At the biannual Rice University Fund Council meeting, David Chapman '53 (l.), new 
chairman of the Council, and Pat Moore '52, general chairman of the 1979-80 annual fund 
drive, discussed plans for the coming year. 

University Endowment Rated Highly 
Rice stands among the top five major inde
pendent universities in the nation in its 
endowment per student and has moved up a 
notch from the year before to number 
thirteen in total endowment. 

"We think the endowment per student is 
the important measure," Vice-President W. 

- have developed the endowment. 

-----------------'-------------------1 W. Akers told the May meeting of the Rice 
University Fund Council. "It levels out 

Furthermore, gift income has risen from a 
level of "frosting on the cake" a few years 
ago, to where it now accounts for fifteen per 
cent of Rice's educational and general budget 
- the equivalent of salaries for one-third of 
the faculty or the combined operations of the 
library, computer center, and Rice Memorial 
Center, or of all utilities and maintenance 
costs. 

Engineers Cite 
Outstanding 
Students 
Rice Engineering Alumni honored civil en
gineer Sue Hulbert '79 as the Outstanding 
Senior Engineering Student, at their annual 
April awards dinner. She was awarded a prize 
of $500. They also chose four senior 
scholars: Robert Einkauf, electrical engineer
ing; Bernardo Higuera, materials science; 
Michael Miller, chemical engineering; and 
Jean Sullivan, mechanical engineering. Each 
of them received a $150 prize. 

Hulbert, the outstanding senior, was sur
prised to be chosen. In retrospect she says, 
"I think they gave me the award because I'm 
involved in a lot of different things." Beyond 
maintaining a high grade point average, she 
has participated in the Baker College Shakes
peare Festival and she was a freshman 
advisor at Baker. 

She also has a job as a laboratory assistant 
to John Merwin, professor of civil engineer
ing. "We're stress-testing various metals, 
some of them used on offshore drilling rigs," 
she says. "I mainly set gauges on the test 
material, and check it for cracks. Last 
summer I learned how to use the acetylene 
torch to cut up the large pieces of metal into 
sample sizes." Setting a single gauge can take 

as long as an hour, but Hulbert prefers that to 
computer work. 

"I decided to be an engineer in high school 
after I went to a summer engineering 
program at Northwestern," she says. "This 
summer I'm going to Cambridge, Mass., to 
do a preceptorship year with a structural 
engineering firm, then next year, I'll come 
back to Rice to get my master's degree in 
engineering," she adds. 

differences in size and gives the figures 
relevance by showing the resources behind 
each student." 

Those resources amount to $66,036 per 
student at Rice, compared to $93,165 at 
Caltech, $87,126 at Harvard, $74,267 at 
Princeton. Rice edges Yale's $58,530, MIT's 
$50,543, Stanford's $39,324, and 
Dartmouth's $38,349. 

Total endowment at Rice reached $248. 2 
million at June 30, 1978, which Akers com
pared with around $17 million in the early 
1940s. A combination of careful Board of 
Governors management, gifts of more than 
$100 million, and more than $60 million 
income from the Rincon oilfield - itself a gift 

"The competition is getting tougher, 
though," Akers told the Fund Council. "Tra
ditionally 25 per cent of private support 
comes from alumni at any given university. 
The other 75 per cent is fair game. Now the 
public universities are being squeezed by 
legislatures and going heavily for private 
funds - Univen,ity of Michigan alone raised 
$24 million last year." 

The Fund Council was created in 1970 
under direct control of the Board of Gov
ernors and is specifically responsible for 
voluntary fund raising activities at Rice. Its 
members are appointed by the university's 
president. 

Hackerman Selects Masters 
President Hackerman has chosen new 
masters for Baker and Wiess Colleges. 
Jeffrey and Kathi Kurtzman will replace David 
and Caroline Minter as master and co-master 
of Baker College. Geoff Wmningham '65 and 
his wife Judy will take over as master and 
co-master of Wiess College from Stewart 
Baker and his wife Julie Louis. The Minters 
and Bakers have finished their regular 
five-year terms as masters. 

Wmningham, who is a professor of art, 
teaches photography. He has published 
several books containing his photographs. 

The Wmninghams have one child and are 
expecting a second in August. 

Kurtzman, an associate professor of 
music, teaches music history. Kathi 
Kurtzman teaches piano. They'll move into 
Baker House with son Kenny, a junior in high 
school, and eight-year-old daughter Julie. 
The family hopes to hold informal concerts in 
Baker House. 

Hackerman selected the masters after 
reviewing one list of candidates submitted by 
a committee of the present masters and 
co-masters and another submitted by student 
committees from the colleges involved. 
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Library Acquires 
New Collection 
Letters and other documents amounting to "a 
small gold mine for Texas and national politics 
from the 1940s through the 1960s" have been 
given to Woodson Research Center of the 
Fondren Library by Walter G. Hall '28 of 
Dickinson and an anonymous donor. The gift 
includes the papers of Hall and the late Fagan 
Dickson of Austin plus the funds to pro
cess the collection and make it available to 
researchers. 

Hall and Dickson were deeply involved in 
Texas liberal politics and causes for nearly 
thirty years. Hall's papers include letters to 
and from a virtual who's who of Texas and 
national Democratic figures. Especially 
important is correspondence with Lyndon B. 
Johnson, a friend of long standing. He and 
Hall split over LBJ's refusal to support 
Democratic liberals during the 1956 state 
convention, but the rift eventually healed. 
Hall provided Senator Ralph Yarborough 
major support, serving as his state finance 
chairman in several elections. He actively 
worked for the presidential campaigns of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, 
LBJ, and Hubert Humphrey. 

His papers are complemented by those of 
Dickson, an attorney with far-ranging 
interests that included the Center for the 
Study of Democratic Institutions, the Texas 
Bill of Rights Foundation, the space program, 
and the Texas tidelands oil controversy. His 
correspondents range from Strom Thurmond 
through Henry Kissinger and Lloyd Bentsen. 

Together the Hall/Dickson papers occupy 
thirty feet of shelving. The gift also provides 
interviews with those close to Hall to 
supplement material in his correspondence, 
plus a survey and analysis of related and 
complementary material located elsewhere as 
a further aid to scholars. 

SALLYPORT-]UNE 

News &Notices 

Tom Peck '70 (l.) and Barry Greenlaw, curator of the Bayou Bend collection, discuss Peck's fellowship. 

Senior Receives Jameson Fellowship 
The recently established Jameson Fellowship 
for American Decorative Arts has been 
awarded for the first time to Baker College 

Ima Hogg along with her stately River Oaks 
home in which it is displayed. 

-------------------1 senior Tom Peck. 

Peck became interested in the fellowship 
because he had previously written a paper on 
a piece of furniture in the Bayou Bend 
Collection. "It's a way for me to combine a lot 
of things I'm interested in - the whole 
American phenomenon," he says. Though 
Peck hopes to pursue a career in writing, he 
believes that the experience he gains through 
this fellowship may be valuable to him later in 
looking for a job, beyond its immediate appeal 
to his eclectic academic interests. 

Barry Greenlaw, curator of the collection, 
is pleased that students will begin benefitting 
from it. "It has always disturbed me that 
Bayou Bend hasn't been used more for 
academic purposes," Greenlaw says. O'Neil Awarded 

Chair 

The fellowship, established by Aurelia 
Kurth Jameson '43, provides for one-year 
grants for research in such decorative arts as 
painting, furniture, ceramics or related areas. 
An internship will generally be served at the 
Bayou Bend Collection of the Museum of 
Fine Arts, as part of the fellowship. Jameson 
has been involved with the collection for 
many years as a docent, which led her to 
establish the fellowship. 

The acclaimed Bayou Bend collection of 
early American furniture, ceramics, and 
works of art was donated to the museum by 

Ira Gruber, professor of history, and one of 
the coordinators of the fellowship, says, "I 
feel very good about this program. I bet 
ninety-nine percent of the Rice students don't 
know anything about Bayou Bend. I send my 
class there every year and they come back 
universally amazed." 

Professor John O'Neil, a member of the Rice 
faculty since 1965, has been appointed by the 
Board of Governors to the newly-established 
Joseph and Joanna Nazro Mullen Chair in the 
Department of Art and Art History. The first 1-----------------'--------------------L----------------
chairman of art and art history at Rice, 
Professor O'Neil also established the de
partmental gallery and the art collection, and 
directed Sewall Art Gallery from 1971 to 
1977. 

He has been director of the school of art at 
University of Oklahoma, where he earned his 
master's degree. Exhibitions of his work are 
many and wide-ranging, and his work appears 
in several museum collections. 

Nunnally to Visit 
Psychology Dept. 
A distinguished psychologist who is the 
author of 13 books and more than 100 articles 
dealing with measurement in psychology will 
be a visiting professor at Rice for the 1979-80 
academic year. He is Professor Jum C. 
Nunnally, who has been at Vanderbilt Univer
sity since 1960 and whose textbook, 
Psychometric Methods, is widely regarded as a 
leading standard work. 

He received his Ph.D. from Chicago in 
1952 and before joining Vanderbilt was affili
ated with the American Institute of Research 
and with University of Illinois. At Rice he will 
offer both undergraduate and graduate 
courses on topics ranging from tests and 
measurements to advanced topics in mul
tivariate analyses. 

Charles Garside, Jr. 

Eight Given 
Teaching Prizes 
Eight Rice faculty members have won prizes 
and awards for distinguished teaching. They 
were elected by past and current students to 
receive the honors funded by the Brown 
Foundation of Houston and the Noren Salgo 
Foundation of New York. 

Grand winner is Charles Garside, Jr., 

Allen]. Matusow 

history, presented with the $4,000 George R. 
Brown Prize for Excellency in Teaching. He 
had previously won Brown Prizes for 
Superior Teaching in 1973, 1974, and 1976. 

Allen J. Matusow, also of the history 
faculty, earned the 1979 Nicholas Salgo 
Distinguished Teacher Award with its $1,500 
prize jointly funded by the Salgo Foundation 
and Rice. In 1973 he received the Brown 
Prize for Excellency in Teaching, plus three 
Brown Awards for Superior Teaching for 
1969, 1970, and 1975. 

This year's winners of the Brown Award 

for Superior Teaching are Richard V. Butler, 
economics; Thomas L. Haskell, history; J. 
Dennis Huston, English, Kenneth W. Ken
nedy, Jr., mathematical sciences; Kathleen S. 
Matthews, biochemistry; and Alan J. Chap
man, dean of the school and professor of 
mechanical engineering. 

Chapman, Huston, and Matthews are 
previous recipients of Brown Teaching 
Awards. This year's awards are based on 
voting by alumni who received four-year 
bachelor's degrees in 1974 and 1977. 
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Ntbls' & No tiers · 
Alumni Board 
Elected 
The ballots sent in from alumni, electing six 
new members to the executive board of the 
Association of Rice Alumni, have been tabu
lated. The new board members are: 

Joseph F. Reilly, Jr. '48 president of 
Industrial Handling Engineers, Inc. , from 
Houston. President of his class, Reilly has 
also been an Annual Fund worker and a 
member and past president of Rice Engineer
ing Alumni. 

Helen Morris Havens '57 an Episcopal 
priest and assistant to the rector at St. 
Francis Episcopal Church in Houston. Ha
vens has been co-master of Jones College, an 
alumni interviewer, and secretary of the 
Faculty Women's Club. 

Barbara Long Chilton '61 homemaker 
and student at the Alfred Glassel! School of 
Art, from Houston. Chilton, formerly a 
systems programmer for Bonner & Moore, 
Associates has been an annual fund worker 
and a member of the Society of Rice 
University Women. 

Donald R. Quartet, Jr. '73 a consultant 
on energy policy and regulatory management, 
from Houston. He has served on the alumni 
association student-alumni liaison committee 
and the honors committee. 

B. Frank Jones, Jr. '58 the Noah 
Harding Professor of Mathematics at Rice. 
Jones is a four time winner of the George R. 
Brown Prize for Superior Teaching. 

Burton J. McMurtry '56 a partner in 
Institutional Venture Associates, from Menlo 
Park, California. McMurtry was a member of 
the Engineering Advisory Committee and the 
committee to establish the college system. 

Each of the new members will serve on the 
board through July 1982. They will be joining 
president-elect Harry Reasoner '60; 
Kaye Bayless Dobelman '46, first vice
president; Annette Gano Gragg '47, sec
ond vice-pre ident, and fifteen other continu
ing members of the board. 

Taylor Ray '59 will be replacing Richard 
Chapman '54 as an alumni governor of the 
university. 

Five Faculty 
Awarded 
Fellowships 

Alumna Named College President 
Gloria McDermith Shatto '54/Ph.D. '66 will 
be going to Berry College and Berry 
Academy in September as president
designate and professor of economics. She 
will assume the presidency of The Berry 
Schools in early 1980, in Mount Berry, 
Georgia. 

Shatto will be leaving Trinity University in 
San Antonio (see SALLYPORT, February 1979, 
"Seven Women"), where she has been the 
George R. Brown professor of economics and 
business. She will be the only woman college 
or university president in Georgia, and "one 
of a select few of an increasing number in the 

nation," according to William R. Bowdoin, 
chairman of the Berry Board of Trustees. 
"The selection of Dr. Shatto caps an intensive 
five-month search. We have the greatest 
confidence in her abilities," he adds. Shatto 
was elected to the Berry board of trustees in 
1975. 

Berry College is independent, coeduca
tional college with an enrollment of 1,600. It 
offers associate, bachelor, and several mas
ters degrees. Berry Academy is a coeduca
tional school for grades 6 through 12. It has an 
enrollment of 225. 

Duffie Visits 
Areas 
Area clubs were active this spring and 
Kathryn Alcorn Duffie, executive director of 
the alumni association, attended functions 
from Corpus Christi to Boston. 

Washington, D.C. 
The Washington, D.C. group met for 

cocktails and dinner at the Evan's Farm Inn in 
McLean, Vrrginia, March 27. Robert Sterling, 
dean of the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of 
Administration, spoke to the thirty attending 
about the history and goals of the school. He 
also answered questions about how the 
manager of the twenty-first century should 
be educated. 

While in town, Duffie met with the group's 
steering committee: Bob Floyd '61, Betty 
Belsher Randolph '55, Katherine Kellogg 
Nikkel '61, and Carl Ulrich '67. Jane Booker 
Reynolds '55 another member of the 
committee, couldn't attend. 

Corpus Christi 
About thirty alumni and parents of current 

students gathered for cocktails and dinner, 
this time at the Pharoahs Country Club in 
Corpus Christi April 3. Duffie gave them a 
summary of recent activities in the alumni 
office. Ed and Judy Motheral Neilan '28/'29 
arranged the dinner. They are trying to form 
a steering committee for 1979-80 to 
implement some of their ideas for alumni 
activities in Corpus. 

Amarillo 
The April 5 cocktail and dinner party was 

well-attended with thirty-five out of seventy 
alumni in the area showing up. Walter 
Dickinson '61 and Wookie Sinclair Johnson 
'48, who gathered the group together, also 
invited some counselors from local high 

schools. 
Three students from the Shepherd School 

of Music, John Baker on the viola, Michelle 
Boulet on the flute, and Katy Brooks on the 
violin, performed for the group with the hope 
that word of their performance might 
encourage new music students to enroll at 
Rice. "They added enormously to the 
program and many alumni present remarked 
how good it was to have students at the 
dinner," Duffie says. President Hackerman 
spoke to the group about university problem 
areas and strengths. 

Boston 
The Boston area group met at the home of 

Bruce and Lynny Goins Marcus '77 /'77 for an 
indoor barbeque, which everyone appreciated 
on the rainy May afternoon. The food 
included a cake decorated in blue. 

Katherine Brown, dean of undergraduate 
affairs, spoke to the group about activities on 

Several Rice faculty members have won l------------------'---------------------1 campus and in the colleges and gave her 
prestigious fellowships for the 1979-80 aca- views on the changing characteristics of 

demic year. Donald D. Clayton, space physics Alumru· Reps Meet students since she came to Rice in 1963. 
and astronomy, will use his Fulbright grant to The Boston club is trying to update its 
do research on the origin of the solar system address list, so those who didn't receive an 
while on sabbatical leave in Heidelberg. Over forty representatives from Rice area W. W. Akers, vice-president for external invitation to the barbeque are asked to 
Curtis Michel of the same department will clubs around the country, alumni groups in affairs, Margaret Sullins Alsobrook, director communicate with the alumni office. 
use his Guggenheim fellowship to explore the Houston, the executive board of the Associa- of development, and Helen Saba Worden '38 
physical structure of pulsars during his tion of Rice Alumni, and university represen- cited large alumni participation as a very 1-----------------
sabbatical at the University of Paris Center tatives from admissions, development, ath- important factor in Rice's outstanding success 
for Theoretical Studies and the French letics, and continuing education participated in fund raising the past year. 
Institute of Fundamental Research. in the biennial alumni Board of Representa- Linda Driskill, director of continuing 

Guggenheim Fellow Jeffrey G. Kurtzman tives meeting April 20 and 21. studies, and Mary McIntire, director of 
of the Shepherd School of Music will study The meeting is designed to encourage "Living Texas," described several of the 
Italian Vesper music of the 1540-1700 period various alumni groups and help them with programs offered by the continuing studies 
during two summers of travel in Europe. problems, questions, and planning for future office. Ideas to enable more alumni to 
Sidney Burrus, electrical engineering, will activities. participate in the university's continuing edu-
return as a Fulbright Fellow to Erlangen, W. President Hackerman opened the Saturday cation programs were also discussed. 
Germany, where he also worked during the work session with a report on the relatively Ed and Colleen Alessandra Jennings '48/'51 
1975-76 academic year. He will concentrate minor damage that a Houston spring flood described the Parent's Council, an advisory 
on digital signal processing at the university caused on campus. The alumni also heard a body consisting of eight couples whose 
there. Thomas Leland, chemical engineering, presentation on student recruiting and the children are Rice students. 
has received a Humboldt Award to go to the larger role that they can play as scouts for the In the afternoon, the representatives 
Technische Universitat Berlin for the fall admissions office, Shepherd School of Music, broke into three groups: area clubs, local 
semester. He will explore the thermo- and athletic department, and as alumni organizations, and the executive board, to 
dynamics of hydrocarbon mixtures. interviewers. discuss particular problems and plans. 

Engineering 
Alumni Seek Dues 
The Rice Engineering Alumni are staging a 
membership drive and asking for dues on a 
sliding scale according to how long ago alumni 
graduated. They are also offering a Lifetime 
Supporting Membership to the organization. 
They plan to apply dues revenue toward 
increasing the achievement awards they give 
to Rice engineering students and to facilitate 
other activities they conduct for the benefit of 
Rice. 
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Governors Choose New Members 

E. D. Butcher '34 

S. I. Morris '35 

Officers and members experienced in Rice's 
management have been elected by the uni
versity's Board of Governors to fill vacant 
positions on the board arising over the past 
year. 

Robert R. Herring, who joined the gov
ernors in 1968, became a trustee in 1972, and 
vice-chairman in 1977, was chosen chairman 
during the May meeting. He is chairman and 
chief executive officer of Houston Natural 
Gas Corporation. He succeeds James U. 
Teague '30, who now retires and becomes a 
trustee emeritus. 

Chosen as vice-chairman is E. D. Butcher 
'34, elected to a four-year term as governor 
in 1964 and a governor-advisor until he was 
elected a trustee in 1974. Succeeding Teague 
as a trustee will be Harry J. Chavanne '33, a 
governor since 1974 and long:mvolved with 
the university's financial support. 

Five new governors joining the nineteen
member board include Taylor Ray '59, elec
ted by university alumni to a four-year term as 

Harry]. Chavanne '33 

Taylor Ray '59 

one of the board's four alumni governors. He is 
a rancher and real estate investor with years of 
service to the Association of Rice Alumni and 
to fund raising activities. 

The new governors also include: 
Catherine Coburn Hannah '43, who returns 

to the Rice board after 1974-78 service on the 
university's governing body and work with its 
academic affairs committee. She has long been 
active in alumni, student aid, and fund raising 
efforts at Rice. 

Paul N. Howell, chairman and president of 
the Howell Corporation of Houston, a diversi
fied energy company, is a member of the Rice 
Associates, a major support group of the 
university. He is a 1941 graduate of Louisiana 
State University. 

S. I. Morris '35, joining the Rice board 
after many years of active support of the 
university, is a partner in S. I. Morris Associ
ates, a Houston-based architectural firm. 

Jack T. Trotter '47, an attorney-investor, 
has served the university in a variety of volun
teer assignments, including the successful $33 
Million Campaign of the 1960 s. 

Catherine Coburn Hannah '43 

Jack T. Trotter'4? 

As the new chairman, Herring, chairman of 
the board's buildings and grounds committee 
the past several years, brings to the position 
long experience with the university's opera
tions. He graduated from Texas A&M Univer
sity in 1941 with a degree in economics, then 
did postgraduate work in finance and eco
nomics at Georgetown University in Wash
ington, D. C. He has long been active in civic 
and community projects in addition to leader
ship positions in the oil and gas industry. 

Butcher, the new vice-chairman, graduated 
from Rice with a degree in chemical engineer
ing and went on to become one of the nation's 
top transportation executives. He was the 
1971-72 chairman of the Rice University Fund 
Council and served as national alumni chair
man for Rice's successful $33 Million Cam
paign in the 1960 s. 

Chavanne, one of the seven trustee mem
bers of the board, is a banker and rancher with 
a long history of service to Rice. His work for 
the university has included chairmanship of 
the annual fund in 1972-73 and of the Rice 
University Fund Council in 197 4-75. 
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Physical Plant 
Renovation 
Begun 
Deep into a renovation program that will cost 
$9 million, Rice no longer wonders at what 
critical moment the next power outage will 
strike or when a leaking roof will cave in 
ceilings and ruin carpets beneath. 

"This year for the first time I've felt 
reasonably comfortable with the physical 
plant," President Hackerman said the other 
d~y. '.'In the late 1960s and the early 1970s, 
Rice m effect borrowed from its physical plant 
- it put off spending money on maintenance 
for other pnorities. Above ground, things 
looked reasonably good, but below ground it 
was a near disaster." 

Even though the academic community 
would rather spend money on teaching or 
research, Rice realized something had to be 
done when events began popping up like the 
biology lab loss of a cell culture it had taken 
three years to grow, the victim of aging 
electrical lines. 

"We were trying to make-do in the 1970s 
with original electrical systems, many instal
led in the 1920s," says H. R. Pitman '58 
Rice's business manager. "We were operating 
with original air conditioning, we had several 
cases of violating fire escape codes and some 
of the hood ventilation standards in laboratory 
buildings." 

Compound this and similar developments 
with astronomical increases in energy costs 
plus Houston's 1976 flood, and a problem 
emerged worthy of Rice's best analytical and 
managerial talent. 

"We retained a consultant, Harry Ebert 
from Duke University, and systematically 
surveyed our physical plant. When all the 
critical problems were pieced together, the 
Board of Governors called for a systematic 
program and up to now have allocated $9 
million to make it happen," Pitman says. 

Rice also hired Ebert fulltime, augmented 
its professional staff in physical plant, and 
started designers to work on blueprints and 
specifications. 

The result is a complex series of projects 
varying in scope and cost from a $4,000 Alie~ 
Center roof repair to a three-phase renova
tion of Chemistry costing $2,291,420 over 
three years. That has included replacement 
of much ?f the electrical, air conditioning, and 
mechanical systems, plus adding code
required stairwells and the cosmetic work 
involved with major building overhaul. 

Now Anderson Hall housing architecture is 
getting a $700,000 treatment, the entire 
campus electrical system is into the fourth 
year of a ten-year replacement effort, and 
both emergency generators and alternate 
electrical supply lines are in place - and 
above flood-water levels, in problem areas. 

A sampling of the renovation agenda 
includes: 

* Flood water relief costing $130,600 to 
avoid further 1976-type damage throughout 
the physical plant. It already has been tested 
in the April 17 deluge this year, and it worked. 

* Gymnasium repairs and additions to 
accommodate women's athletics, more in
tramural activity, and increased student 
interest in personal athletics, at a cost of $1.4 
million. 

* Air preheater in the central plant, 
$48,400. 

* Renovation of Abercrombie and the 
Mechanical Lab, $650,000. 

* Major energy management system cost
ing $400,000, a key factor in Rice's avoiding 
almost $1 ¼ million in extra energy costs this 
year. 

* Diesel generator for automatic 
emergency power m Sewall Hall, Allen 
Center, and the power plant, $60,000. 

* Phases 1 through IV of primary electrical 
system rehabilitation, $436,000. 

Giving Clubs 
Welcome New 
Members 
The Founder's Club and President's Club 
were established in the fall of 1970 as a means 
o~ bringing together alumni, parents, and 
~ends who give substantial support for 
Rice's current operations. Membership is on 
an annual ba~is Ouly 1 through the following 
June 30) and includes the individual and his or 
her spouse. 

First-time Founder's Club members during 
the months of March and April are: 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis 0. Johnson '43/
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Beall '44/-
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Erskine '60/'60 
FredricJ. Attermeier '68 

First-time President's Club members during 
the months of March and April are: 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis H. Whitaker '19/'19 
Henry C. Tooley '28 
Mrs. Bernice S. Rice '29 
Harvey G. & Mary L. Durham '30/'34 
Mrs. Wallace C. Franklin, Jr. '30 
Mr. & Mrs. T. W Masterson -/'30 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh M. Stewart -/'33 
Mrs. Christian Luhnow '34 
Dr. Wm. Alfred Altman '35 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley N. Heaps '39/
Mr. & Mrs.WT. Kendall '39/
Mrs. Richard G. Clarke, Jr. '40 
Walter S. Symonds, Jr. '41 
Mr. & Mrs. JamesJ. Sparks '43/- , 
Dr. Robert L. McLaurin '44 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. Coffman '48/'43 
Kenneth F. Hitchcock '48 
Mr. & Mrs. R. R. Turner, Jr. '48/-
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin W Cooper, Jr. '51/
Dr. & Mrs. James I. Vette '52/-
T. Benson Ford '53 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry 0. Keir '54/
Mr. & Mrs. T. R. Reckling III '54/
Terrell 0. Taylor '56 
Mrs. Frank B. Davis '57 
Dr. & Mrs. William Fulkerson '57 /
Kenneth L. Logan '57 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W Lott, Jr. '57/
Ms. Carolyn Elsik '58 
William T. Elrod '58 
Doyle & Pat Little '58/-
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Martin III '59/
Mr. & Mrs. B. F. Perdue '59/-
Dr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Hughes, Jr. '61/
Leigh H. Masterson '61 
Edward D. McDonald '62 
Alphonse J. Fucik '63 
Andrew Jitkoff '64 
Jacoby A. Scher '64 
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Bucher '65/'69 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren E. "Gene" Arnold '66/
Dr. Michael D. Biggs '66 
Michael V. Kelly II M.D. '66 
John D. Nicholson '68 
Dr. Walter J. Steets '69 
Dr. Arthur F. Woeber '69 
Allan J. Wmston '70 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Nicholas Fowler '71/
Dr. Steve Mintz '72 
J\,1r. & Mrs. Vernon James Temple, Jr. '73/'73 
Bob Frick '74 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Propst '7 4 
James D. 1rulove '74 
Barry J. Dale '75 
Thomas M. Jackson '75 
Mark R. Corley '76 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Foley '76/'76 
Ms. Rachel M. Haymon '76 
Ms. B. D. Munroe '76 
Miss Nancy Ruth Tague '76 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren C. White '76/
Lynn A. Laverty '78 
A. E. Collier 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin W Johnson 
Loren F. Kahle, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Patterson, Jr. 
Alvin S. Romansky 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Thomas 

Nola McCarty Symms BA '19 has "just 
moved to Westminster Manor which is a 
retirement home. I have a tw~-room apart
ment and go to the main dining room for my 
meals. In other words, I have hung up my 
'dish rag' and it is great," she writes. Joe B. 
Alexander BS '27 and Virginia Kinard 
Alexander BA '27 celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary at Thanksgiving last 
year. They were honored with a reception at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Green
ville, Tex., where they have lived for the past 
two years. Their sons the Rev. James R. 
Alexander BA '57, Dr. Ralph H. Alexan
der BA '59, and the Rev. John K. Alexander 
served as hosts for the reception. Joe retired 
from Exxon in 1963 as division engineer of the 
South Texas Division. Sculptor Bill McVey 
'27 writes, "Making money was not some
thing I learned at Rice. Many other things I at 
least received hints of - and the entire 
career planning job was done by E. J. Oberle 
of the French department." He also sent a 
copy of his entry from Who's Who in the 
World, adding "I'm probably the poorest man 
in the book." After leaving Rice, Mc Vey 
studied at the Cleveland School of Art before 
going to Paris to study art. His sculpture is 
held by museums around the country includ
ing the Houston Museum of Fine Arts. 
McVey sculpted the heroic reliefs on the 
doors to the San Jacinto Monument, and the 
relief figure on the Abercrombie Laboratory 
at Rice. "Three sculptors have been commis
sioned by the General George C. Marshall 
Memorial Committee of Loudon, Virginia to 
do quarter size models of a proposed monu
ment to General Marshall. This is to depict 
him in civilian clothes, as Secretary of State, 
father of the Marshall Plan," Mc Vey says. He 
is among the three "survivors of a nationwide 
'free-for-all'." He will be developing his 
solution to the site-problem along with the 
other two, and in September one of the 
sculptors will be chosen to do the full-size 
final. Margaret Crain Lowery BA '33 
writes that in 1936 she married Hugh Bourke 
Lowery and they have four children and ten 
grandchildren. She adds, "I have served in 
community and church affairs - I'm a past 
president general of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, a member of the 
Battleship Texas Commission, the· Historical 
Survey Commission-Governor's Committee 
and the Victoria Library Board. I was ~ 
charter member of the Victoria Junior Service 
and served as its president for one term. I 
also served on the Child Welfare Board (now 
Children's Services) for eight years, as well 
as participating in several other organ
izations." Gladys Deering Succop 

BA '36 and her husband 
William both received 
honorary doctor of 
humane letters degrees 
on May 27 from Lehigh 
University. They have 
had a "close association" 
with Lehigh for almost 
twenty years as members 

of the Parents Committee. Six of their eleven 
children attended Lehigh. Gladys has been 
interested in Guernsey cow breeding for 
some time. Giles W. Boucher '39 writes 
"I have retired as a school psychologist i~ 
Martinez, Calif., as of June 30, 1978. I now 
live in Sun City, Ariz., and play golf five days 
o~t of seven. In my spare time I do lapidary, 
~ilver crafts, and bowl. I also repair golf clubs 
m my garage when I can't sleep at night. I 
always suspected there was something better 
than working!" 

• 
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The Navy recently announced the selection of 
Captain Austin B. Scott 
Jr. BA '55 to the rank of 
rear admiral. Scott was 
commissioned through 
the Navy Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (NROTC) 
program at Rice. Cur
rently Chief of Staff to the 
Commander of the Atlan

tic Fleet Submarine Force at Norfolk, Scott 
served in destroyers and cruisers the first 
few years of his Naval career and sub
sequently served in nuclear submarines. He 
has commanded both the nuclear attack 
submarine USS Greenling and the Submarine 
Squadron Six at Norfolk, VA. L. Duvall 
Webster, Jr. BS '56 wrote to announce the 
opening of his new company Webster & 
Company, a consulting firm concentrating in 
petroleum refining, supply, and distribution. 
The firm will be located in Fort Worth. Gene 
Johnson BS '58 Hanszen is now a drilling 
engineer with Tenneco Oil, Southwestern 
Division, in San Antonio Tex. 

Elaine Edmundson Morris BA '61 Jones 
wrote in to say, "I drove a friend through the 
Rice campus in February when we were in 
Houston for a conference of the Southwest 
Educational Research Association, and felt so 
hoi:ne~ick I resolved to write immediately. 
This 1s about how 'immediately' 1 get to 
things. I've been back in touch with several 
'long lost' Rice friends recently, which has 
been great, but I'd love to hear from more! 
The big news in my life lately has been almost 
two years as a single parent. I have three 
boys - John, 15; David, 13; and Kevin, 8. 
This means I spend a lot of time with band 
concerts, orchestra concerts, soccer games, 
and boy scouts, besides little things like 
feeding starving hordes. I work for the Austin 
Schools, in the Office of Research and 
Evaluation, which gives me a legitimate use 
for my_ curiosity (nosiness?). I am presently 
recording secretary for three organizations 
(see, that degree in English is some use), and 
am active in my church, the Cursillo move
ment, and the Austin Doll Collectors. In my 
spare (?~ time I try to do some oil painting, 
walk, sail, sew, and take kids camping at the 
coast. Writing long newsy letters is some
thing I once did, but seem to have given up. 
We've been in Austin about eleven years, and 
my only complaint about Austin is that it's too 
big. I just wish Rice were here so I could take 
part in some of the exciting things I see in the 
SALLYPORT. Again, I would like to hear from 
some of the people who made my years at 
Rice great!" Dr. F. Donald Haygood BA 
'62 Will Rice writes, "I recently returned 
from touring the People's Republic of China 
with several doctors from the U.S. Last 
August my wife, Doris, and I toured Japan 
and Hong Kong leaving our three children in 
Houston with their grandmother. I am in 
private practice in general and vascular 
surgery in Tyler, Tex." "My wife, Terry, I, 
and son, David (6) enjoy life in Los Altos, 
California," writes William R. Krivan BA 
'62, MA '63 Hanszen. "I am an engineering 
manager for GTE Sylvania in nearby Moun
tain View. Sylvania has collected quite a few 
Rice grads over the years. I was just recently 
selected for Commander in the Naval Re
serve (Rice NROTC student makes good)." 
Valerie Dunn Pankratz BA '65 Jones 
writes that she and her husband, John BA 
'60, PhD '68 Wiess, .. enjoy living on the 
edge of Plano with countryside surrounding 
us. We're raising vegetables, fruit trees, 
bees, and our three children, Heidi (11), Karl 
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Pioneer Pediatrician 
"Sixty years make a lot of changes," observes Dr. Joseph A. Bybee 
'16, reflecting on developments in four of his special interests: Rice 
University, today's students, Houston, and the practice of medicine. 

Bybee was attracted to Rice in the beginning because his father, a 
Conroe surveyor, allowed the boy to hold the chain as he surveyed 
Rice land in Montgomery County. Today the retired pediatrician 
keeps posted by reading SALLYPORT, visiting the campus with his son 
Dr. Joseph David Bybee '56, and attending alumni meetings like last 
fall's "Rice Today" gathering in Beaumont. 

Reflecting on Rice students today and yesterday, Bybee believes 
current young people on campus are "A-1 students who have 
wonderful opportunities. Perhaps they are less serious than those of 
1916, but because of conditions in government today and modern 
psychology, they're advanced. After they get out, they progress 
rapidly and become good citizens." 

Bybee knew Houston well during his student days. Already a 
licensed pharmacist, he worked in the Rice Hotel Drug Store. "All 
you had to know about Houston then was Texas Avenue and Main 
Street," he remembers. A streetcar line connected the city with that 
new university "way out in the country," and today's freeways and 
traffic snarls were nonexistent. 

Already qualified in one profession, Bybee chose to become a 
doctor because he foresaw greater interest and service in the 
practice of medicine. With his background as a druggist, it was natural 
that he choose medicine rather than surgery. After his Rice 
graduation, he attended the University of Texas at Galveston, to earn 
his medical degree. He then went to St. Louis for internship and 
residency at St. Louis Children's Hospital, and further study at 
Washington University. For several years he practiced general 
medicine in his home town of Conroe in" the small hospital of Dr. 
Thomas Falvey. 

However, his high school dream of becoming a pediatrician 
persisted. Ever since he had read stories in Better Homes and 
Gardens about a pediatrician-hero named "Red Pepper Burns," that 
had been his goal. Concerned at the alarming rate of infant mortality 
from "summer diarrhea," Bybee determined to help alleviate the 
problem. Twelve months' further study at the University of 
Pennsylvania, encompassing nearly two years' work, qualified him in 
pediatrics, making him almost a pioneer in that field. In 1928, he 
opened practice in Beaumont. He celebrated his Golden Anniversary 
of pediatric practice in the Beaumont area on his retirement last fall. 

"I miss the horse and buggy days and the Model-T, but my 
greatest joy has been seeing children get well through improved 
treatment, seeing children live who formerly would have died," he 
said. "That has made pediatrics worthwhile for me." 

"Children are growing up healthier and more resistant to disease," 
he observed. "We have fewer deformities and we take better care of 
the ones we have." His most interesting case was the Perricone 
quadruplets - the first male foursome in America to survive into 
adulthood. "That was an interesting feeding case," he said. "They 
were lucky to have an intelligent mom and dad, and there were few 
problems." 

Bybee's activities today center around his family and home. He met 
his wife, Laura, a University of Texas graduate, when she was 
teaching in Conroe. Both are active in their Presbyterian Church; he 
served as an elder for several years and she now holds that position. 

Attending medical meetings and extensive reading keep this 
octogenarian alert and informed about medicine, his community, and 
the world. H he were to give advice to today's students, it would be, 
"Take more interest in the importance of education - don't study 
yourself to death, but just be a normal individual." 

- Mary Lou Krause 

(S), and Kurt (6). I play violin with the 
Richardson Symphony and the Garland Sym
phony, and the Mal Fitch Dance Orchestra in 
Dallas. I also lead my daughter's Girl Scout 
troop, and I'm on the Girl Scout day camp 
staff. I lead a Great Books discussion group 
and work with the second grade talented and 
gifted program, and teach violin. I'd love to 
hear from Rice friends. Get in touch if you're 
in the Dallas area!" George Frederick 
Wooten, Jr. BA '65 Will Rice recently 
received a Dr. George C. Cotzias Memorial 
Senior Research Fellowship award from the 
American Parkinson Disease Association. 
The award carries a stipend of $50,000 for 
each year of a three-year research program. 
Wooten is assistant professor of pharmacol
ogy and assistant professor of neurology at 
Washington University. His research program 
will examine the effects of aging on neuro
transmitter systems implicated in Parkinson's 
disease. Barry L. Buechner BA/BS '66 
Wiess has become manager of business 
planning for Catalytic, Inc. He received his 
MBA from Harvard University. After 
graduating David Bradshaw BA '68, MEE 
'69 Baker worked at Nasa-MSC for three 
years in biomedical engineering. He then 
went on to medical school at San Antonio until 
1976 when he received his MD. He served as 
a resident in rehabilitation in San Antonio 
from 1976-79 when he became chief resident. 
David married Isabel King, a graduate of 
Barnard and MIT in 1978, and they are 
planning on moving to San Francisco in July, 
where he will begin a private practice with St. 
Mary's Hospital. James S. Brian BS '69, 

BS '70 Wiess was re
cently named assistant 
secretary and assistant 
treasurer of Houston 
Lighting and Power, and 
secretary and treasurer of 
Utility Fuels, Inc. and 
Primary Fuels, Inc., all 

.__ _ _.__.._ _ ___, subsidiaries of Houston 
Industries Inc. Brian joined the Light Com
pany in 1977 as Manager, Financial Planning; 
prior to that he worked for Transpo, Inc. and 
Deloitte Haskins and Sells. 

- ~ ------- - -

1970-1978 
-----------

"They say 'All good things must come to an 
end' " - writes Tom Altman BA '70, 
MChE '71, Hanszen. "It was nearly thir
teen years ago that I first came to Houston, a 
stranger both to Rice and to the city. A deep 
and sincere love for both has developed over 
those years. But now 'opportunity knocks' 
and in July, Jo Ann and I will be moving to 
Miami, where my new job will be as a 
compensation advisor for Esso Inter
America, the Latin American affiliate of 
Exxon Corporation. We're excited about the 
move and want to share the news with all our 
SALLYPORT-reading friends - maybe a few of 
them will pop out of the woods and come visit 
us in the new location!" Henry B. Garrett, 

BA '70, MS '73, PhD 
'74, Lovett a captain in 
the Air Force has been 
named outstanding com
pany grade officer of the 
year for the Air Force 
Systems Command. Gar
rett, a planetary space 
physicist at the Air Force 

Geophysics Laboratory, Hanscom AFB, 
Massachusetts, was cited for his exemplary 
leadership, devotion to duty, and professional 
performance. Ellen Elizardi Kelley BA 
'71 Baker chaired the four-day March 
conference of the Women's Associations of 
Symphony Orchestras. Kelley is the 
president-elect of the WASO which works to 
enhance support of major symphony orches
tras through education and the exchange of 
information. She is also the immediate past 
president of the Houston Symphony League. 

~--------------------------------- Kirt Walker BA '71, MEE '71 Lovett was 

awarded his M.D. from the University of 
Texas Medical School in Houston in June 1978 
and is now doing his residency at Hermann 
Hospital. He and Mary Lewis Walker BA 
'71 Jones had a daughter, Adah Mary 
Walker, on February 27. Carl Caves BA '72 
Hanszen says "just finished a Ph.D. in 
physics here at Caltech; Joe Griffith BA 
'73 Lovett and Mari Riherd Weller BA 
'73 Jones have done the same. I'm ready to 
get back to some serious hiking & cross
country skiing now .... "Dan J. Henderson 
BA '72 Will Rice writes, "I got an offer I 
couldn't refuse from PSI Energy Software, so 
I'll be moving back to Houston June 1 after ten 
months of working in Washington, D.C. 
Washington's seasons and cultural opportuni
ties are unsurpassed, but 7½ percent state 
and local income tax and an unsatisfying job 
have taken their toll. I moved to D.C. just in 
time for winter and now I'm moving back to 
Houston just in time for summer. Who said 
Rice people are smart?" Charles H. Allen 
BA '73 Will Rice was promoted to "Cap
tain" while serving at the El Toro Marine 
Corps Air Station, in Santa Ana, Calif. 
Austin Bay BA '73, MA '76 Lovett 
dropped by to report that he has finished his 
stint of teaching English at U. T. This summer 
he'll be doing some freelance writing and next 
fall he'll begin a doctoral program in compar
ative literature at Columbia. A recruiting 
brochure that Austin wrote for Rice, entitled 
A Young Texan's Guidebook to the Complete 
Education at Rice University, recently won a 
Gold Quill Award from the International 
Association of Business Communicators. 
That award is the highest in the recruit
ment brochure category. Austin also related 
that his wife, Kathy Ford Bay BA '74 
Hanszen recently graduated near the top 
of her Law School class at U.T. She'll soon 
be taking the Texas and New York Bar. 
Mike Marcotte BA '73, MES '73, Will 
Rice and Mary Kilgore Marcotte BA '74 
Jones recently announced the February 10th 
birth of their daughter Margaret Katherine. 
Martha Riherd Weller BA '73 Jones 
writes, "I finally got my Ph.D. in physics from 
Caltech. My husband and I have moved to 
Alexandria, Va. , where he has a job and I 
don't (yet)." Captain Barbara E. Akin BA 
'74 Jones writes, "At last, something to 
write home about. I spent the last four and a 
half years as a weather officer in the Air 
Force and earned a commercial helicopter 
certificate on the side. Now, finally, after 
turning me down for three years, the Air 
Force is sending me to pilot training in 
September at Vance AFB, Okla." Heather 
Kay Hardy BA '74 Brown writes "lam 
finishing my Ph.D. dissertation in linguistics 
at U.C.L.A., where I have been working on 
American Indian languages. I married Robert 
Weinberg in 1978. He has a Ph.D. in psy
chology from U.C.L.A. We are presently 
living in Denton where Bob is in the physical 
education department at N.T.S. U., while I'm 
writing my dissertation. Ore~ L. Conna
way BA '75 Wiess writes, "I was married 
June 2 in Cohen Hous to Sue Ann Weiss of 
Austin ('Wiessman weds Weisswoman' cute, 
huh?). I have been working for some time 
now as an account executive at Dean Witter 
Reynolds, Inc. , whose Greenway Plaza office 
allows me to rekindle my Rice ties often. 
Marine Second Lieutenant Kervyn Aitaf
fer, Jr. BA '76 Wiess has completed the 
Navy's Aviation Indoctrination Course, the 
first step in the Naval flight training program 
leading to designation as a naval aviator. 
Barry Josselson BA '76 Richardson 
received his J.D. cum laude from Southwest
ern University Law School in Los Angeles on 
May 20, 1979. He has been accepted to New 
York University's post-graduate LL.M. pro
gram in taxation, and plans to return to 
Houston to practice. Bruce Morgen BA •76 
Hanszen and Diane Marbach BA •77 
Jones were married December 30, 1978-
They are now living in North Carolina where 
Bruce is a nuclear engineer for Carolin3 
Power and Lighting and Diane is a research 
technician for the University of ·North 
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Picture South America 
Caracas, Venezuela, is a long way from the Rice campus, but for Julia 
Fekete BA '78 that exotic city is fast becoming home and provides a 
new and exciting lifestyle. Technically, Julia is not a newcomer to the 
city because she was born there, but she grew up in Houston. Her 
parents, who live just a few blocks from Rice, are naturalized 
American citizens; they emigrated from Hungary to Venezuela, spent 
a few years in Austria, and then settled here in Houston. As a result, 
Julia speaks fluent English, Hungarian, Spanish, some French, and 
wants to learn German. 

Quite by accident she found out about a student organization 
designed specifically for helping people find employment in foreign 
countries. The International Association of Students in the Economic 
and Commercial Sciences uses a computer "match up" system. Julia 
stated the country she preferred, the type of work she was 
interested in, the type of country, her projected length of stay, and 
the computer went to work. She was matched with the largest 
insurance firm in Venezuela and planned on giving it a try for three 
months. 

Under the auspices of the IASECS reception program, Julia lived 
in Caracas in a dorm-type situation at the Metropolitan University, a 
small, private university. She found that "the college women there 
are like college women everywhere." Friends of her parents also 
welcomed her and helped her through the difficult adjustment period 
the first month or so. "I caught a tropical fever soon after I arrived 
and was sick off and on for about a month. I was pretty miserable, but 
thanks to my friends I adjusted without too many problems." 

That was almost a year ago. After just two and a half months, Julia 
decided she really liked life in Caracas and began interviewing with 
other companies. She was interested in working for an American 
company since she felt that working conditions would be more 
harmonious with her personal goals. 

Kodak hired her and she feels "extremely happy" with the firm and 
with her position as a technical planner which involves handling 
information, marketing supervision, and forecasting, for x-ray film, 
cinema film, microfilm, graphic arts, and audiovisual equipment. 

Since Julia speaks Spanish fluently, she did not have as hard a time 
adjusting to the social environment as would people with little or no 
knowledge of the language. She and another American girl share an 
apartment. One of the main problems as foreigners, says Julia, "is 
establishing friendships with the people. Most of them come from 
large, extended families and tend to center all of their social activities 
around the family. Many young married couples will live with the 
woman's parents. It takes a lot of time and patience." 

There is still a prevailing attitude in Venezuela that women must 
stay home and raise families, but "things are changing for women 
here," says Julia. "Architecture and law schools are flooded right now 
and social disapproval of working women is lessening." 

In her spare time, Julia finds plenty of things to do. She's become 
involved with the relatively large German community in Caracas 
through its cultural association and attends concerts, ballets, and 
other activities which the group sponsors. 

"The beaches are beautiful and I am learning to scuba dive. We go 
hiking in the rainforests and I am just now becoming serious about 
photography." Something she really misses, though, are athletic 
facilities. "There just aren't enough and the few that exist are 
available only to the very wealthy. Across from our apartment there's 
a track where I run every day. 

Julia plans to stay in Venezuela for two to three more years. Then 
she wants to return to the states and attend graduate school, 
studying international management. 

- Juli Jones '80 Jones 

Carolina at Chapel Hill. Kim Noland BA '77 
Wiess says that he received his master's 
degree in business administration from Texas 
A&M on May 4, 1979. "I am in Dallas now 
and will be working for Arthur Andersen & 
Co. Friends, give me a call at 690-5002 or 
drop me a line at 501 Cap Rock Dr., 
Richardson, Tex. 75080. Tina Tomsen BA 
'77 Baker, who is finishing her second year 
in med school at the University of Oklahoma 
and was elected president of her class for 
1979-80, says, "I plan to vacation for five 
weeks next October in Europe, particularly 
Bavaria, Switzerland, and Austria. Old Baker 
cronies, where are you?" Quinn Chipley 
BA '78 Baker, after working for a year in 
Rice's Development Office, is planning to go 
to Kenya in August to teach English and some 
history at the Njagis High School for Kikuyu 
nationals for two years. He'll be sponsored by 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The school 
is ten miles south of Enbu. This summer 
Quinn expects to participate in a training 
program to prepare for the experience. He'll 
be learning the history, geography, cultural 
anthropology, and linguistics of Kenya, along 
with some basic cooking hints for Kenyan 
cuisine. Cheryl Y. Washington BA '78 
Jones writes "No, I am very much alive 
though I still could be a figment of your 
imagination. I am enjoying my first issue of 
the SALLYPORT along with the feel of being an 
alumnus. It's new, original, exciting! Well-." 

~Jv~\C~J DEGREES 

Roland W. Schmitt PhD '51 has been 
named a member of the Energy Research 
Advisory Board of the U.S. Department of 
Energy. Schmitt, who is the vice president of 
corporate research and development at Gen
eral Electric, directs the Research and 
Development Center and a staff of 2,100. He 
is also a member of the National Academy of 
Engineering, a fellow of the American Phys
ical Society, and a senior member of 
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers. 

Correction 
In the last issue the two pictures in 
Classnotes were switched. They are cor
rectly identified below for those of you who 
didn't recognize your old friends in their new 
guises. 

James C. William
sonBS '55 

Gregory S. Benesh 
BA'72 

Correction: In the last issue of SALLYPORT, 
we mistakenly reported the deaths of. Curtis 
L. Collins '75, of Galena Park, and Peter G. 
K. Kahn '75, of Houston. We apologize to 
them, their families, and friends for any 
inconvenience or distress that these errors 
have caused. • 

----- -

IN MEMORIAM 
-----

Past governor of the university Sam S. 
Emison '25, of Houston died on May 1, 
1979. A member of the board of governors 
from 1968 to 1972, Emison also served as 
acting director of development for Rice in 
1969-70, after he retired from his position of 
senior vice president at Stauffer Chemical 
Company. 

John B. Baird '33 of Houston died on April 
5, 1979. Baird who studied chemical engineer
ing was a cofounder and past president of 
Hudson Engineering Corporation. Most re
cently he had been a consulting engineer. 
Baird had only recently begun serving a four 
year term on the board of governors of the 
university. 

Rosalee Hemphill Dain '21 of Wichita 
Falls on March 17, 1979; Nathaniel E. 
Wink '24 of Hastings, MI on March 7, 1979; 
Gordon R. Beall, Sr. '25 of Baton Rouge 
on April 1, 1979; C. Alsworth Calhoun '26 
of Houston on April 13, 1979; Theodore W. 
Kalb '26 of Houston on May 10, 1979; 
Virgil 0. Lawrence '26 of Heber Springs, 
AR on July 3, 1978; Whitfield Arrington 
'27 of Midland on December 29, 1978; 
Frank E. Gordon, Jr. '27 of Conroe on 
December 10, 1978; William J. Grace '28 
of Menlo Park, CA on March 28, 1979; 
William Randell Alexander '29 of 
Portales, NM on November 14, 1978; 
Charles W. Yates '29 of Rosenberg, TX on 
April 6, 1979; John P. Blair '30 of 
Beaumont on March 31, 1979; Fay Hilliard 
'32 of E!Dorado, TX on March 27, 1979; 
Andrew W. Tarkington '32 of Austin; 
Neller Sellers Arthurs '33 of Dallas in 
August 1968; H. Julian Frachtman '33 of 
Houston on April 17, 1979; Sue Sellingsloh 
Miles '33 of Houston on April 20, 1979; 
Lawrence Vidrine '35 of Oklahoma City, 
OK on February 1, 1978; Aldina Reuter 
Hibbler '37 of Houston, on March 24, 1979; 
Albert L. Burns, Jr. '40 of Bellaire on 
March 22, 1979; John C. Sanger '40 o{ 
Memphis, TN on December 10, 1977; Tom 
Christopher Welsh, Jr. '40 of Houston in 
November 1975; Peggy Williams Holchak 
'44 of Houston on March 18, 1979; Carl F. 
Russ, Jr. '46 of Rockport, TX on April 9, 
1979; John H. Hamlyn '41 of Bay City on 
November 12, 1978; Gerard R. Walton, Jr. 
'50 of Cherry Hill, NJ on May 4. 1979i 
Nathan M. Fitzgerald, Jr. '51 of Doima, 
TX on ·April 28, 1979; Donald Lee Rosato 
'79 of Houston on March 17, 1979. 

CLASSNOTES. A letter we read recently gave us pause:" ... when I read this month's 
array of success stories, I suddenly felt a whole Jot of pangs of fondness for a whole bunch of 
old friends and cronies who never write in, like me. Maybe you haven't cared about reporting 
on yourselves, or maybe you just don't have anything fancy to report, but I sure would like to 
know what's happened in your Jives. Those years have faded into a dream-like quality, and I 
hate losing the reality of that most event-and change-packed .part of my life. Are r,ou really 
real? Are you still out there kicking? Or are you, after all, figments of my imagination." . 

Name _____________ College ______ Class __ 

,.___ ___________________________ ~ ·Address.( __ new) ___________________ _ 



S A M P L E T H E WONDERS 

It's definitely not your conventional Middle East tour, but a special combination of Greece and 
Egypt,- with Istanbul to add flavor and spice. 

It's the fall tour of the Association of Rice Alumni, leaving Houston Oct. 11 for two heady 
weeks by air and ship. 

This tour provides a fair sampling of the Seven Wonders, stretches from the Kahn, El, Khalili 
Bazaar of Cairo through the Sphinx and Great Pyramids to Athens, Crete, and the splendor of 
Rhodes. · 

Along the way are the famed monuments, museums, and more ancient cities and sites -
Knossos, St. Eleftherios, Heraklion, Santorini. This is the land of the Pharaohs, Thebes, the 
Acropolis, Ephesus. 

There will be seven days in Egypt, four in Greece and its islands, two in Istanbul, and a superb 
final day in the white city of Mykonos. 

What's a couple of football games against Fall around the Mediterranean? Write the 
Association of Rice Alumni, Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001. 

Rice University SALLYPORT P.O. Box 1892 Houston TX 77001 




