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ANNOUNCEMENT

Apr. 18 The Rice Engineering Alumni
group will be holding their
Annual Student Awards Dinner
at Cohen House at 7 P.M.
Outstanding engineering stu-
dents will be awarded prizes at
the dinner.

Apr. 20-21 The Friends of Fondren Book
Sale. Rice Memorial Center.
Hours: Fri. noon to 4 P.M., Sat.
9 A.M. to 4 P.M. For information
or to donate books, records,
tapes or time, please call the
Friends' office at 527-8101,
ext. 2592.

Apr. 22 Fondren Library will be mark-
ing the addition of its millionth
volume with a ceremony in the
Grand Hall of the RMC at 4
P.M. The ceremony will include
the presentation of three spe-
cial volumes to the library.

May 12 The Sixty-sixth Commence-
ment. 7 P.M.

The Office of Special Programs and Continu-
ing Studies is offering a variety of courses this
spring. For information call 527-4803.

May 3-4 The May Briefing: Track with
Mexico in the 80s. Outstanding
speakers from government
and key industries in the
United States and Mexico will
discuss present and future
U.S.-Mexico trade opportuni-
ties in petroleum, manufactur-
ing, agriculture, and other
industries. Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Houston; $250.

May 23-25 Political Risk Analysis for
Doing Business Abroad. An
intensive three-day seminar
using case studies and a group
simulation project to help
senior managers and business
executives evaluate more suc-
cessfully the risks of doing
business abroad. The Wood-
lands Inn; $650.

MUSIC

The Shepherd School of Music winds up its
Spring Concert Season. All concerts take
place in Hamman Hall at 8 P.M. unless
otherwise noted. Concerts are free except
when in conjunction with the Houston Friends
of Music. For more information call the
Shepherd School Concert Line at 527-4933.

Apr. 17

Apr. 23
Apr. 24
Apr. 26
Apr. 29

May 2

Shepherd Quartet/Jeffrey
Siegel, piano
Rice Symphony Orchestra
Michael Rosenberg, oboe
Rice Chorale
Frances Bible, mezzosoprano/
Thomas Bacon,ErFtneb horn_
Shepherd Woodwind Quintet/
Houston Friends of Music

SALLYPORT-APRIL

SPORTS

All games are at home unless otherwise
noted.

Baseball
Apr. 17 St. Edward's— 1:00
Apr. 20 TCU — 3:00 Away
Apr. 21 TCU — 1:00 Away
Apr. 24 Trinity — 1:00
Apr. 27 SMU — 3:00
Apr. 28 SMU — 1:00
Men's Tennis
Apr. 19 UT — 1:30 Away
Apr. 20 St. Edward's — 1:00 Away
Apr. 27-29 Southwest Conference Meet

— all day Corpus Christi
Women's Tennis
Apr. 22 Texas Tech — 9:30 A.M.
May 2-5 TAIAW Small College

State Championships —
all day, Jake Hess Stadium

May 16-19 Regional MAW Small College
— Ada, OK.

Jun 6-9 National MAW Small College
— TBA

Men's Track
Apr. 20 Baylor Invitational — Away
Apr. 26-28 Penn Relays — Philadelphia
May 11-12 SWC Championship — Austin
May 19 Gulf Coast AAU — Houston
May 25 Regional/Tri Conference

Championship — Austin
June 1-2 NCAA Championship

— Champagne, Ill.
Women's Track
Apr. 20 Lamar Invitational —

Beaumont
Apr. 27-28 TAIAW Championship —

Texas A&I, Kingsville
May 24-26 National MAW Championship

— Michigan State, East
Lansing

ART

The Rice Museum will be closed until May 4.

Apr. 16-
May 12

Rice Student's art exhibit. Se-
wall Gallery, ground floor
Sewall Hall. Hours: Mon.
through Sat., noon to 5 P.M.
A preview reception honoring
the artists will take place in the
Gallery on April 16, from 7 to
10 P.M.. All alumni are invited.

FILMS

The Rice Media Center shows films every
night of the week except Monday. Show
timP__s_2re 7:30 RM. during the week and 7:30
and 10 PM. on weekends. Admission is $1.50.
For movie information call 527-4853.

LECTURES

Apr. 23

Apr. 24

Daniel Boorstin, an
American Historian and the
Librarian of Congress
will present the Brown
Foundation/J. Newton Rayzor
Lecture, "The Power of Ves-
ted Ideas." Grand Hall, Rice
Memorial Center, 8 P.M. Open
to the public and free of
charge.
George Braswell from South-
eastern Seminary will present,
"Religious Freedom and the
Middle East (Iran)." Spon-
sored by the Department of
Religious Studies in conjunc-
tion with the Texas Committee
for the Humanities and the
National Endowment for the
Humanities. Rice Chapel, 8
RM. Open to the public and
free of charge.

THE A TER

May 24-26,
June 3-5,
10-12, 17-18,
24-26

Main Street Theatre presents
"The Lady at Maxim's" by
George Feydeau. Main Street -
Theatre,' Autry House, 6265
Main St. Curtain time, 8 PM.
Admission: $1.50 students and
senior citizens; $3.00 general.
Call 524-6706 for reser-
vations.

LETTERS

To the editor:
I find your cover picture of the February 1979
issue of SALLYPORT very offensive.
Jane Templeton Stevens '36
Dickinson, Tex.

To the editor:
You did yourself proud with the November
1978 issue of your always interesting publica-
tion. The stories about Monroe Spears and
the digging at Tel Aphek Antipatris are big
time. I get publications from two other
alumni associations and they occasionally
come out with some good stuff, but I haven't
seen anything in a long time that caught my
interest like this issue of SALLYPORT. Come to
think about it, I have been delighted more
than once in recent years with the special
articles in SALLYPORT.
William A. Kirkland
Houston

To the editor:
I regret that in your profiles of seven
successful women graduates of Rice in the
February issue you did not include Professor

Owtmanac continues on Page 15. I
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Best policy
Recent publicity given to persons who have at
some point in their careers misrepresented
their academic credentials — they always
seem to pick prestigious schools, too — led
us to check with the Registrar's Office at
Rice. "Do many folks tell prospective em-
ployers that they are Rice alumni though
they're not?"
"We make about 500 checks a month for

agencies and employers," says James
Morehead, registrar, "and well over 99
percent of these turn out to be former
students or graduates. Very few are not."
There have been so few, in fact, that

Morehead remembers the incidents of fraud
that his staff has uncovered.

"I remember one case in particular where a
man was applying for a job at the University
of Texas and showed them evidence of a
Ph.D. from Rice. For some reason the people
thought him suspicious, and so they checked
it with us. We found that the man had never
been a student here at all. He had a
transcript, though — I don't know how he got
it — and he had forged his name onto it."

Laura Branch, assistant registrar, has
worked with the Rice staff for seven years.
She agrees with Morehead.

"It's happened only two or three times a
year during my time at Rice," she says. "And
if someone tells an agency an employer, or a
retail credit firm that he went to Rice, we
give him the benefit of the doubt. We check
everywhere, every possibility. If we still
aren't able to certify attendance, we write
back to the agency and ask them for more
information. We usually don't hear anything
further though."

Branch is active in professional organ-
izations such as the American Association of
College Registrars and Admissions Offices
and what she hears at regional and national
meetings of these groups has led her to
conclude that forgeries, though not a problem
for Rice, are indeed a common problems at
other institutions.
"The stories are unreal in some cases,"

she says. "I remember one involving a
student who was admitted to graduate school
here in Texas and was doing very well. Some
suspicions had led to a check of his tran-
scripts, though, and they were found to be
false. The undergraduate school in question
used a special paper for transcripts and had a
special form, too. This fellow got some paper
somehow, duplicated a form, and constructed
an entire transcript for himself — start to
finish.
"The graduate school dismissed him

immediately.
Branch thinks that it would be harder to

fool Rice because the university's regis-
trations and recording procedures are not all
handled by a computer. "We work with these
names day-to-day here in the office. Actually,
the people, though we don't know them,

become kind of familiar to us."

Nice place to visit
There are lessons in political science, and

there are lessons in politics. Senior Lee

Hochberg was just looking for a news story.
Hochberg and KTRU-radio colleague Teri

Perhamus, a freshman, shadowed Chinese

Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping during his visit

to Houston in February. They stayed with the

entourage from arrival on Friday, Feb. 2 at

Ellington A.F.B. through a wearying itiner-

ary that included visits to NASA's Johnson

Space Center, the Texas Medical Center, a

rodeo near Simonton, Tex., and the Hughes

Tool Co.
The visit was predictably controversial

from the start, and Lee expected confronta-

tions. "One of the world's most powerful and

masterful Communist leaders was visiting

Houston, a monument to free enterprise,"
Hochberg said.
The confrontation never arose. Yet none

of the political maneuvering was lost to
Hochberg.
"Mayor Jim McConn defied the Houston

City Council to welcome Deng with a pair of
$240 spurs but withheld the customary key to
the city, which would have cost eighty-three
cents," he noted.
"Senator John Tower alluded to some sort

of 'weekend strategy session' in Maryland
that would keep him from attending, and
Senator Lloyd Bentson pleaded that he had
a 'long-standing commitment' to speak to —
no joke, now — the Waxahachie, Texas,
Chamber of Commerce."

Political nerves were exposed when the
leader of 800,000,000 people came to Texas.
"Even Governor Bill Clements felt obligated
to explain why he met Deng at Ellington,"
Hochberg went on. "'It doesn't matter if I
like chop suey or not,' he's supposed to have
said, 'we should welcome him like any other
guest.' "
The Chinese vice premier is not any other

guest, of course. "I was amazed," continued
Hochberg. "Thousands of people escorted
Deng and his party through the city with
enthusiasm and apparent sincerity. There
was only one incident, when a man threw
some anti-Communist leaflets at Deng as he
left a hotel. Otherwise, the crowds lining the
routes of the motorcades hailed Deng and
whichever Texans were hosting him as they
would heroes," Hochberg went on.

"I wondered what the weather was like in
Waxahachie."
"The visit was such a political hot potato in

advance of Deng's arrival — and then he
suddenly became 'home folk'. Even Deng, a
crafty diplomat himself, must have been
surprised at the Houston audience and the
ease with which he won it over."

When cloudy skies threatened to damp-
en spirits, diplomacy won out, Hochberg
reported.
"At Hughes Tool Company, Deng and his

party were handed raincoats to protect them
from another blustery Houston day, and
inside the slickers were large labels with the
message "Made in Taiwan" on them. Wise-
cracks abounded. Then the security people
got into the act — they allowed themselves
the luxury of some humor in an otherwise
tense situation — and asked the photo-
graphers, who were always pressing for a
better angle, whether their cameras were
made in Taiwan, too!"

Hochberg admitted that "like other Hous-
tonians, I was somewhat seduced by Deng's
appeal. Yet," he concluded, "the same man
who charmed us and seemed to hold a key to
a peaceful world was an architect of the plan
to strike 'Vietnam two weeks later. Who
would have predicted that as Deng waved to
us from beneath his ten-gallon hat?"

Sun spotting
Devices for viewing were set up early on the
roof of the space physics and astronomy
building. Some were sophisticated, such as
the Celestron-8 and Questor-31/2 telescopes.
Others-cardboard boxes, exposed x-ray film
-suggested that scientific sophistication would
be found only in the eye of the beholder.
But the last solar eclipse visible in the 20th

century drew a predictable crowd at Rice.
David Talent, a graduate student in the

department of space physics and astronomy,
helped guests from the Alief Elementary
School view reflected images of the eclipse
while, nearby, more Rice people recorded
solar radio emissions from sunspot activity,
measured the visual magnitude of the sun,

and took a series of photographs to record
irregularities on the lunar rim.
A number of the regular space physics and

astronomy contingent was missing from this
high-level gathering though. Assistant Pro-
fessor Pat Reiff Ph.D. '75 took several
students to Winnipeg to view and record a

total eclipse. They enjoyed clear skies during

the two minutes and fifty seconds of totality.
In Houston only fifty-eight percent of the

solar coverage was visible.
The next solar eclipse visible from around

here incaseyou missed this one-will bein2017.

Notable neighbors
You might rather talk about your award-
winning volumes on Stonewall Jackson, Black
Jack Pershing, rebel brass and tattered flags,
but if you want to grab students' attention,
then you're more effective if you tell them
you once lived next door to Albert Einstein.
Provost and Vice President Frank E.

Vandiver, Harris Masterson Professor of
History, knows this, and he can do it.
Harry Shultz Vandiver, his wife, Maude,

and their son, Frank, took up residence in
Princeton, N.J., for a time in 1934. The elder
Vandiver was there to lecture at the Institute
for Advanced Study, where Einstein was
a foundation member of the department
of mathematics from 1933 until his death
in 1955.
At the Institute, Vandiver and Einstein had

adjoining offices; at home on Mercer St., they
were neighbors.
Frank Vandiver's memories of that time

forty-five years ago are rich if not replete
with facts. He was only eight years old at the
time. But as a storyteller, Vandiver has few
equals at Rice, and 1934 presents very little
challenge.
"He was a nice old man with white hair —

that's what I remember," he says casually.
"He used to sit on his porch, and on my way
home from school he'd stop me and ask me
how I was doing. He would always ask how I
was doing in school. He was very interested
in that. He would help me with my math at
times, and I remember him often getting mad
about that, saying, "They don't know how to
teach this stuff."

Einstein was reknown as a poor teacher,
himself.

"I remember too that my father said, 'You
be nice to that man, let him help you when he
offers, and someday you can tell your
grandchildren that the great Albert Einstein
helped you with your math homework!"

"I don't have any grandchildren, yet,"
Vandiver goes on. But as soon as I do, I'm
sure that I'll tell them."

There was another member of the Einstein
household. Her name was Elsa. And Vandiver
remembers her, too.
"Mrs. Einstein- was always very nice,"

Vandiver continues. "I learned to enjoy good
sauerkraut in her kitchen. She'd make it there
at home and always seemed to have some
sitting on the kitchen table. I'd come in the
back door and she'd offer some to me. I
couldn't turn down good sauerkraut then —
and I still can't."
The Vandivers and the Einsteins had

occasion to employ the same plumber in
Princeton, and that plumber, says Vandiver,
may have been the only person in town
smarter than the white-haired genius who
was his neighbor.

"I remember the plumber being at our
house one day and lamenting the fact that the
Einsteins' water pipes had frozen for the third
time that winter. The Einsteins dressed in
European fashion, you know, with lots of
clothes and, I presume, long underwear.
Well, the plumber suggested to Mrs. Einstein
that if they would turn up the heat in their
home, they might be able to prevent frozen
pipes.
"Mrs. Einstein, was floored," Vandiver

concludes. "'Fantastic,' she said. 'Even the
great Einstein couldn't think of that."

Well, he's no Einstein, you know.

Listen up
We'll be doggoned. The cover of the last
SALLYPORT, whereon a beagle was pictured
with her ears held high, suggesting, we
thought, a moment from the political career
of L.B.J., offended readers. We sincerely
apologize for this.
The dog, "Snoopy," loaned to us by Jackie

Duffle, sister-in-law of alumni association
Executive Director Kathryn Alcorn Duffle,
emerged from our picture unharmed. She
was never in much danger save from eating
too many biscuits during our session. (Ms.
Duffie was generous with the biscuits, that
day.) For our photo, "Snoopy" stood with her
front paws raised on a steel box, so that it
would appear — but only appear — that she
was being held up by her ears.

This explanation notwithstanding, the pub-
lications committee of the alumni association
voted overwhelmingly in favor of picturing on
a future cover the editor of SALLYPORT with
his ears being held up by a very large beagle.
We are looking for the beagle now. We are
also looking for a story to provide the
appropriate rationale for such a cover photo-
graph. When both are found, we will be
looking for an editor.

Again, we apologize for offending anyone.

April 1979, Vol. 35, No. 4

SALLYPORT (USPS 412-950) is published five

times annually, in February, April, June,
September, and November, by the Associa-
tion of Rice Alumni, Rice University. Editorial

offices are located in the Allen Center for

Business Activities, Rice University, 6100 S.

Main St., Houston, Texas 77001. Telephone:

(713) 527-4806. Second-class postage paid at
Houston, Texas. POSTMASTER: Send ad-

dress changes to SALLYPORT, Rice University,

P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001.
Copyright 1979 by Association of Rice

Alumni, Rice University.
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Following Dickens from
Hard Times 10 Easy Sired.
"I love the Victorian period. In so many ways it's the foundation of our society."

By Nancy Daly

C
harles Dickens began his career as a
parliamentary reporter who almost
wept when he saw his first creative
sketch "in all the glory of print,"

though Monthly Magazine paid him nothing
for it nor for several succeeding sketches.
Thereafter, he began his struggle to be
successful as a "professional" author. Popu-
larity came quickly but financial security
proved to be a little more elusive. Eventually,
however, Dickens earned more money from
his books than any other author of the time.
A consuming interest in Charles Dickens

and the Victorian period combined with great
energy and tenaciousness in Robert Patten,
professor of English, to produce a major new
book on Dickens and Victorian publishing
entitled Charles Dickens and His Publishers.

"I love the Victorian period," he says. "In
so many ways it's the foundation of our
society. The people who worked in the arts
and literature then had such vigor and tried so
hard to comprehend and cope with the
industrial revolution. In college, every course
took, in every discipline, seemed to lead into
the nineteenth century. I began at Swarth-
more as a math major. By the end of my
sophomore year I had switched into English,
which combined my interests in art, history,
and people.
"This is the first book to deal with

Dickens's accounts," Patten continues. "I
think I was attracted to this particular subject
because I'm a banker on the side. The topic
sort of combined banking with English litera-
ture. I come from a whole family of bankers."

While in college, Patten had a job each
summer as a bank teller in a Beverly Hills,
California bank. Now he is on the board of
directors of a bank in Oklahoma. He doesn't
claim to be a financial expert, however. "I can
read a balance sheet and understand it," he
says, "but only if it isn't trying to conceal
something."

Patten's fascination with the Victorian
period led him into graduate school in English
and a Fulbright year studying with Kathleen
Tillotson at Bedford College, University of
London.Tillotson was then editing the letters
of Charles Dickens for publication. "I was
looking through the collection of Dickens
material left to the Victoria and Albert
Museum by Dickens's executor, John Fors-
ter, when I noticed that Dickens's account
books hadn't been included in the original
1888 catalogue of the collection. They were
added in 1916 by Fannie Crosbie, John
Forster's niece. I thought that most people
might not even know that the account books
existed," he explains.
In fact, a number of people did know that

the accounts existed, but nobody was work-
ing on them, so Patten began to pursue this
subject with his characteristic intensity.

"Of course, Dickens wrote for money. He
had to." So Patten firmly declares on the first
page of the book, which details Dickens's
financial and social interactions with his

publishers, booksellers, and reading public.
In it, Patten deftly weaves what he lightly
calls in the book "masses of Gradgrin-
dian 'facts and calculations'" in and around
an account of Dickens's life, particularly
the often tempestuous author-publisher
relationships.
Though Patten firmly asserts that "the

book is not intended for a popular audience,"
it is a fascinating study of some important
aspects of Dickens's life and of the revolution
in publishing that took place because of the
Victorian era's new technology, greater liter-
acy, serial publishing — and one demanding
author. Patten warns, however, that "concen-
trating on one dimension of his life distorts
and limits Dickens's character, which was
never so wholly calculating and professional
as this perspective inescapably implies."

Released in Great Britain several months
ago, the book only recently became available
in the U.S. However, it has received out-
standing reviews in Britain. C. P. Snow wrote
in the Financial Times that "it must have
taken obsessive energy, sustained over
years, to produce a work as masterly as
Robert Patten's Dickens and His Publishers."
He continued, "Patten's book is probably the
biggest contribution to the study of Dickens's
life since Edgar Johnson's biography."

Geoffrey Grigson in Country Life said,
"Charles Dickens and His Publishers is really
remarkable in judgement and sympathy, and
in the information it assembles — about more
than Dickens, too." Norman MacKenzie,
Sunday Telegraph reviewer said, "Robert L.
Patten has produced a most absorbing case-
study of literary tradespeople in the years
when fiction boomed as television has done in
modern times."

Patten's banking instincts are obvious
throughout the book. It is liberally sprinkled
with costs and contract information and the
final 100 pages of the book are tables of
Dickens's accounts. E. S. Turner, in a
December 1978 review of the book for The
Listener, wrote, "the narrative often resem-
bles an accountant's investigation into the
affairs of a rather sharp businessman."
However, the text is extremely readable in
spite of the figures.

Patten saw these accounts as much more
than one man's financial history. They are the
opening into the world of Victorian publishing.
"They are the most detailed accounts that we
have of the sales and profits of any author
through the Victorian period. I was able to
use the accounts to write a history of the
'democritization of fiction,' "Patten explains.

Patten begins the book by explaining that
Dickens was the first truly professional
author depending on public patronage for his
living. He follows this by explaining how the
necessity to earn his living drove Dickens to
demand changes in publishing practices.
"Dickens knew that his public was his

patron, so he developed an intimate and
direct relationship with it, renewed month
after month as the new parts of a serial came
out," Patten says. This is a subject about

which Robert Patten feels almost as strongly
as Charles Dickens did. He eagerly elabo-
rates on his theme, "The democritization of
fiction is a complicated story. It involves
changes in copyrights and ways of providing a
steady supply of paper; the invention of big
rotary printers; stereotyping or holding type
in place until a reprinting was necessary;
going to twenty monthly parts at one shilling
each instead of thirty-one shillings sixpence
for a three volume novel."

Dickens's appeal was wide-spread, and
through these innovations in printing, for the
first time, the price of literature fell to within
the grasp of the large middle classes. "The
publishers then had only to invest about
one-twentieth of the capital in the monthly
parts that they had to invest in full novels
previously. They could operate more cheaply
and reap much greater profits," Patten
continues. In the book, he details Dickens's
own efforts to reap greater profits. "He was
not financially secure until more than ten
years after the Pickwick Papers, when in the
spring of 1847 he received the major share in
the very large profits from the first four
numbers of Dombey and Son. Before then, his
books had chiefly enriched his publisher,"
Patten writes in the volume.

/44 n spite of knowing a great deal about
the most successful negotiator in the
Victorian time, I can't negotiate a
good contract," Patten says ruefully.

To have this book published in Britain,
Patten, by law, had to open a bank account
there for his royalties, which he doesn't
expect to be very large due to the book's
specialized content and the relatively high
price of the book. Then, between the bank's
service charges and the British Inland Reve-
nue, he expects those royalties to be largely
eaten away. He is able to carry on his
research only with the aid of grants, including
several from Rice.
The book was published by the Clarendon

Press, the division of Oxford University
Press that publishes important scholarly
works which may not have large sales. "It
pleases me very much that Clarendon ac-
cepted it," Patten says. He is currently
negotiating with them for the publication of
his next book.

Patten has taken time off in the past
thirteen years to edit several other books.
One, the Penguin edition of Pickwick Papers,
is now in its eighth printing. Although that
edition has sold very well, Patten explains
that he actually lost money editing it. "They
only paid me about $700 to do it, and I had to
spend about that much to get it proofread."
He also edited a collection of essays about
George Cruikshank, the Victorian illustrator
and cartoonist.

This new book has taken much longer to
come out than Patten first expected, but he's
not really sorry. "By being delayed so many
years, the book is coming out at a time when
the topic is of much greater interest than it

was a few years ago. In 1960, when I began
working on Dickens, it wasn't a wise choice
professionally. Dickens was declasse, senti-
mental. Unknown to me there was a Dickens
revolution sort of fermenting, sparked by
Edmund Wilson and Hillis Miller in America
and Humphry House, John Butt, and Kath-
leen Tillotson in England." The enthusiastic
response of the critics testifies to the book's
timeliness.

Patten, perhaps, could have been an
admirable Victorian himself. Not only is he
entranced with the people, the literature, and
the ideas of the period, but his active
commitment to local civic and cultural proj-
ects, on top of his teaching load, evidence a
Victorian sensibility.

"I'd always planned on an academic career,
though I get tempted from time to time to do
something that's more directly connected
with helping people in the immediate present.
I've done a mass of do-good type things in
one community or another," he says.
One of his two favorite public interests in

Houston is the St. James Episcopal Elemen-
tary School, an inner city multiracial school
with an open classroom arrangement. Patten
enthusiastically describes the school, "It's an
alternative to the Houston Independent
School District. It offers more individual
attention and positive reinforcement than the
public schools." Patten helped to found the
school and is now serving as a consultant to
it. "Many Rice people sent their children
there to help get the school started," he adds.

Patten also works on the Houston Commit-
tee for the Humanities and Public Policy. "We
try, through lectures and discussions, to bring
humanistic perspectives and values to bear on
public issues," Patten explains. "The Com-
mittee is one of the organizations coordinat-
ing the Houston Festival, the annual outdoor
arts festival. We also work on the revitaliza-
tion of the inner city and other neighbor-
hoods," he continues. "It's the most suc-
cessful urban committee for the humanities
and public policy in the United States." In
addition, Patten helped found the Dickens
Society and the Dickens Studies Newsletter.

After more than thirteen years of research
and writing on Charles Dickens, Patten isn't
tired of the subject yet. In another five or six
more years, he expects to complete his next
book on George Cruikshank, then he would
like to start another book on Dickens. This
time, he'll do an "intellectual biography,
exploring the different contours of Dickens's
career. The orthodox version has reigned too
long," he says.
For now, he's enjoying the success of his

book and is encouraging Dickens's renewed
popularity by participating in events such as
Galveston's annual celebration "Dickens on
the Strand." For the future, he says that he's
enthusiastieally waiting for the opportunity to
get back to his research. "For this book I
traveled all over the U.S. and England. The
research was fun. I love it more than anything
else. If I could stop and do it tomorrow,
I would."

"Of course, Dickens wrote for money. He had to."
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Ella Fondren's gift made the new library
possible.

Construction was well underway in 1947.

Sarah Lane '19 served as circulation director
for almost half a century.

THE MILLION VOLUME MILESTONE
A LOOK AT THE DEVELOPMENT OF FONDREN LIBRARY

Fifty heavy parcels once
arrived addressed Vice
Library, Cheapest and Most
Convenient Way, Houston,
Texas, USA."

I
n 1913, the Rice "library" could be found in
a room on the second floor of Lovett Hall.
One bookcase sufficed for a 200-volume
collection that contained "only such books

as [were] necessary to supplement the
courses of instruction and support the inde-
pendent investigation of the staff and ad-
vanced students." This month, the successor
of that bookcase, Fondren Library, will
catalog its millionth volume.
Because the Fondren Library serves a

relatively small academic community, it
doesn't need a large number of multiple
copies of popular works. Consequently, the
library has a high proportion of titles to
volumes, which makes the millionth volume
mark particularly significant.
This event will be celebrated with the

presentation to President Hackerman of
three symbolic volumes, one representing
art, another sciences, the third, letters.
David L. Rooke '44, president of Dow
Chemical, U.S.A., will present to Rice, on
behalf of Dow, a copy of a first edition of
Giambatista Riccioli's Almagestum Novum
Astronomiam (Bologne, 1651). The work is an
astronomical study featuring a two-part lunar
map by Riccioli's pupil Grimaldi from which
the modern names for lunar features derive.
Astronomical observations in the volume
tread a fine line between the Jesuit Riccioli's
Copernican beliefs and his anti-Copernican
suspicions.
The Rice Board of Governors, repre-

sented by Chairman James U. Teague '30,
will present the late Theodore Besterman's
The Printed Sources of Western Art (Portland,
Oregon, 1972), a series of twenty-two fac-
simile reprints of definitive and virtually
unobtainable works illustrating the origins of
Western art before 1700. This excellent series
is designed to acknowledge the relevance and
importance of the works' original design and
printing, since the text deals with contempo-
rary art, architecture, and illustration, as well
as the theory of art.

Finally, the Friends of Fondren Library,
represented by their president, Walter S.
Baker, Jr. '53, will present a first edition, the

By Connie M. Ericson

Comedies and Tragedies, by Francis Beau-
mont and John Fletcher (London, 1647). The
edition is not only a useful research tool
for the study of Jacobean dramatists, but it
also complements the library's 4,500 vol-
ume Axson collection of eighteenth century
drama.
The Rice library long ago outgrew its

original policy of just serving the immediate
needs of students and faculty. It is now a
full-fledged research as well as public library,
which is exactly what William Marsh Rice
stated as his wish in the charter — "The
establishment and maintenance, in the city of
Houston, Texas, of a Public Library."

That the library survived at all in its first
years is due to several outstanding individuals,
such as Alice Crowell Dean '16, the library's
first staff member and its acting librarian for
thirty-three years. Dean, who gave up a
teaching career to earn a degree from Rice,
entered as a sophomore in 1913. She started
work as a student assistant in September,
1914, and subsequently took over the library
under the direction of a faculty library commit-
tee. She remained acting librarian until 1947,
when she officially became Rice's librarian.
"The committee and I had the privilege of
launching a library and took it seriously. We
expected Rice to endure and grow, so we tried
to plan big," Dean recalls.
Some of her early decisions charted a

path for growth which allowed the library's
collection to be of a singular quality for its small
size. In 1948, just before the dedication of the
new Fondren Library, William Dix, the libra-
rian succeeding Dean wrote, "Miss Dean has
built the library, book by book from fewer than
200 volumes to nearly 200,000."

Dix was impressed when W. A. Swets of
Amsterdam, one of the world's greatest
booksellers told him that he had "always had
the greatest admiration for Rice's book buying
policy." This policy was Miss Dean's. Dix
wrote that "its farsightedness, its good taste,
its acumen made Rice's book collection a
choice one. Because Miss Dean concentrated
on building sound basic collections, especially
in acquiring the indispensable part of a library,
bibliographical tools and files of journals, we
already have a start toward a great university
library."
Dean made many wise decisions concerning

the library. One was to use the Library of
Congress classifying system, although, she
says, "it was deplored by the Library School
teachers." Her early decision saved Rice from

the arduous task of recataloguing that many
libraries undertook later.
She also took advantage of opportunities to

acquire valuable collections of journals and
collected works at bargain prices following the
first world war. "It was a wonderful time for
buying books," she remembers. "The book
dealers were frantic for American dollars,
offering file and long runs of journals for low
prices."
The late Professor Radoslav A. Tsanoff in a

1962 Flyleaf article, recalled a singular pur-
chase following the war which demanded
Dean's reserve of humor and daring in a
chaotic market. In a large order to a Leipzig
bookseller, she indicated that the shipment be
sent in the cheapest and most convenient way.
Some time later, fifty heavy parcels arrived
addressed "Rice Library, Cheapest and Most
Convenient Way, Houston, Texas, U.S.A.."
Dean was assisted by two women who

started, like herself, working in the library as
student assistants. Sarah Lane '19 and Pen-
der Turnbull '19 remained at the library for
fifty years. Lane became circulation director
and also served as advisor to women.
Turnbull joined the staff after her graduation
at the wage of twenty-five cents an hour. She
took charge of the card catalog, then went on
to be a bibliographer and curator of rare
books. The growing library faced many
problems, and the greatest of these was
space. "Books were jammed in everywhere,
and scattered all over the campus, too,"
Turnbull says.
"Like the camel who got his head in the

tent, the library began to take over," Lane
wrote in a 1969 Flyleaf article. "After filling
most of Lovett Hall, it began expanding to
other buildings — The Engineering Labora-
tory, the Physics Building, and the basement
under the Chemistry Lecture Hall. Some-
times, expansion required that books be
squeezed into spaces where people couldn't
follow."
Houston's humid climate before air-

conditioning created other problems. Then,
heavy rains brought flooding. Lane recalls
meeting a water moccasin in the basement of
Lovett Hall after one inundation.
A crisis arose during the thirties when

bookworms were discovered in proportions
that might destroy the collection. Each book
had to be inspected — page by page — and
fumigated to eliminate the worms. The
library's small staff, with some help from
National Youth Administration students,

accomplished the task. Years later, every
book was fumigated again before it was
allowed into the new Fondren library building.

Lack of space continued to be the overrid-
ing problem until this new library opened. A
gift of $1,000,000 from Ella E Fondren and
her children, W. W. Fondren, Jr. '27, Susie
Fondren Trammell '27, and Mary Catherine
Fondren Underwood '28, allowed for the
construction of the building that would be-
come a memorial to their husband and father,
Walter William Fondren. It was dedicated in
November 1949. (In the fall of this year the
library will also be holding a thirtieth anniver-
sary celebration.)
Of that gift, President Edgar Odell Lovett,

wrote, "It has gladdened the heart of every
friend, every critic, every lover of learning,
and every wellwisher of Rice and the commu-
nity. A library has been the first objective of
universities from Alexandria and Athens to
Harvard and Virginia. So has it been here. A
library is a great deal attire than a storehouse
of marvels, ancient and modern. It is a
powerhouse of ideas and ideals."

Milton Underwood, husband of the late
Mary Catherine Fondren Underwood and a
trustee of the Fondren Foundation, recalls
now that the idea for the Fondren gift
"originated with Rice's secretary/treasurer.
He approached Mrs. Fondren about the need
for a library at Rice. All three of the Fondren
children went to Rice, so they had a natural
interest in it and had been following Rice for
some time." The Fondrens have made
contributions for libraries at several other
universities and for medical facilities in the
state.

During the sixties, the library collection
was once again outgrowing its home. Milton
Underwood was then on the Rice Board of
Governors, and he remembers that the
request for another gift from the Fondrens,
for an addition to the library, was passed to
him. The Fondren Foundation and Trust
responded with another $1,000,000. The
balance needed came from a federal grant and
private donations. In 1969, the addition,
called the Graduate Research Library, was
finished. It doubled the library's capacity for
readers, books, and other services.
Over the years, the Fondren library has

also received support from the Friends of
Fondren Library, organized in 1950 by
Charles and Mary Alice Hamilton, that has
enabled it to purchase rare books and special
collections. Individual patrons have also made P
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The completed building was dedicated in 1949.

substantial contributions. One major gift
came from Gordon R. and Josephine Morrow
West, who donated funds for the renovation
of the lecture room in honor of Mrs. West's
late brother, Kyle Morrow '34. They also
donated his collection of eighteenth century
English literature, which includes several
valuable first editions.

H
owever, even in the new building, the
book collection suffered hardships.
The flooding of 1966 caused by the
heavy rains and an inadequate dike in a

twenty-foot trench dug next to the library for
air conditioning and service tunnels, affected
many rare books and maps which were
housed in the basement. Hardin Craig Jr.,
university librarian from 1953 to 1968,
reported that more than 6,000 hours of staff
time were spent rescuing, examining, treat-
ing, and sometimes discarding thousands of
manuscript items and 7,500 bound volumes.

In spite of such problems, the library has
grown in the depth as well as the breadth of
its collections. Fondren's most outstanding
volumes and collections of volumes, housed
in the Woodson Research Center, include
among others the Axson collection. Almost
half the amount required to purchase the
initial lot of 2100 eighteenth-century English
plays came from a bequest by Willa Boord,
long the housekeeper at the Rice Hotel, to
honor the memory and interests of Professor
Stockton Axson. Axson, the first chairman of
the English department, had made his home
in the hotel for many years. Jesse H. Jones
made up the difference in the purchase price
when the opportunity to buy the plays came
along.
The Masterson Texana collection, also in

the Woodson Center, includes rare and early
editions and other valuable holdings of J.
Frank Dobie materials. The contemporary
portion includes many outstanding examples
of fine printing and binding in autographed
limited editions from the Hertzog Press, the
Stagecoach Press, the Texian Press, and the
Pemberton Press. Woodson is also home for
the Barlett Beethoven collection of more than

600 Beethoven titles, which is the finest in
the Southwest; a Civil War imprints collec-
tion, numbering about 3,000 items; the James
Lockhart Autry papers; and several other
fine collections.
As the library expanded to meet commu-

nity as well as university needs, under the

Students congregated at the delivery desk.

guidance of Richard O'Keeffe, university
librarian from 1968 through 1978, the staff
established the Regional Information and
Communication Exchange (R.I.C.E.) to
serve as an information and literature search-
ing service for the rapidly expanding business
and research community of Houston and
South Texas.

In 1971, the Fondren library became a
member of the prestigious Association of
Research Libraries, whose members include
the libraries of ninety-four universities across
the country. However, their survey of mem-
bers holdings for 1977-78 reproduced in the
February 20, 1979 Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation showed Rice lagging near the bottom.
Rice was ninety-third out of ninety-four in
the number of volumes in the library with
881,585. The survey did not count the
large number of government documents
which are held by the Fondren and which
Fondren usually included in its counts. The
number-one-ranked Harvard library re-
ported 9,753,214 volumes. Rice also scored
ninety-third in volumes-added last year
and in current serials.

In the same survey Fondren library's
1977-78 budget of $732,998 was ninety-first
in a field of ninety-three libraries. Samuel M.
Carrington, acting university librarian, says,
"I'm most optimistic that the budget picture
will be improving soon. Both Dr. Hackerman
and Dr. Vandiver are concerned about the
library and have been most cooperative and
understanding about the library's needs."
The large, recent increases in paper and

printing costs make the librarians' jobs even
more difficult, and the need for gift subscrip-
tions and contributions more pressing. The
price jumps in the magazine Chemical
Abstracts aptly illustrate the point. Dow
Chemical, U.S.A., in addition to providing a
symbolic millionth volume, is underwriting
the cost of a year's subscription to that
magazine at $4,200. Ten years ago, a year's
subscription was $1,550, and five years ago
the rate was $2,900.
Budgetary problems notwithstanding,

there is much to celebrate at the Fondren
library as Rice welcomes not only the
millionth volume but three sparkling additions
to the collections of rare and fine books. The
celebration itself will be held on Sunday, April
22 at 4 P.M. in the Grand Hall of the Rice
Memorial Center. It will include the presenta-
tion of the three volumes and remarks by
Daniel Boorstin, librarian of Congress.

DAVID ROOKE: DONATING NUMBER ONE MILLION
One of the three symbolic millionth
volumes is being given to Fondren
library by the Dow Chemical Com-
pany and will be presented by the
Dow President, David L. Rooke '44.
Explaining how it happens that he is
here for the presentation to the
library, Rooke says, "Last year I
visited with Dr. Akers and Dr. Hac-
kerman and told them that Dow
would like to do a little more at Rice
than we were doing. They suggested
that I talk with the people at the
library."

The volume that Dow is donating, a first edition of Giambatista
Riccioli's Almagestum Novum Astronomiam (Bologne, 1651), was
among the books suggested to Rooke as ones the library would like
to have. "We picked one that had something to do with science, of
course," Rooke says, "and I hear that one of the faculty members
would like to do some research in this book. We decided also to give
the library a year's subscription to the magazine Chemical Abstracts.
We just wanted to do a little more for the university," he adds.
Rooke, a chemical engineering major at Rice, went into the Navy

after graduating. When he returned to Texas in 1946, Arthur
Hartsook, head of the chemical engineering department at Rice,
suggested that he go to work for Dow, then a young company. "As far
as I'm concerned, he was sure right," Rooke says today. "The
chemical industry wasn't very big in Texas then. We were pioneers."

His thirty-three years of work at Dow have been varied. His first
job was as an engineer in the power department, building an
ion-exchange water treatment unit. "You couldn't tell me from the
operators. I was in there crawling all over the thing," he remembers
happily.
He has also worked in Dow's personnel department; the industrial

relations section; production planning and economics. Five years ago,
when he finally moved from the Freeport, Texas, plant to Dow's
headquarters in Midland, Michigan, he headed the manufacturing
division. In 1978, he was named president of Dow U.S.A. and he is
also a vice-president of Dow's international corporation.

"I've been asked how I planned my career, and the answer is that I
didn't plan it," he says.

I had no goal or even desire to be president when I started, not
even when I moved to Michigan five years ago," he adds. Claiming
that the life of a corporate executive is not that different from anyone
else's, he says, "I tell people not to worry about their next job just to
worry about the one they've got now."
Rooke belies the stereotypical image of a stern corporate

president. "If I wasn't smiling, no one at Dow would recognize me,"
he jokes. Though Dow owns several small jets for the use of their
executives, Rooke usually travels on commercial flights. "Around
Dow," Rooke says, with a laugh, "I'm known as the 'Brown Bag
Speaker." That soubriquet goes back to the time when Rooke spoke
before a group of executives from many companies. "I was wearing a
turban," he recalls, "and I filled the inside of my jacket and a brown
paper bag with pearls, watches, diamonds and things like that. I was
explaining how I'd barter anything with the Arabs during the oil
embargo to get oil. We were very successful in getting what we
needed during the fuel crisis.
"As president of Dow," Rooke explains, "I spend most of my time

worrying about people problems, seeing that we move our good folks
as fast as we can, find new challenges for those who've reached a
plateau, and work something out for those who are having problems.
My hours are long, but that's no different from my first job or any
other jobs I've had."

During the Vietnam War, Dow was involved in the manufacturing of
napalm and consequently, the company received criticism from
several factions. Rooke steadfastly defends his company's action,
however, "Our company is an interesting outfit. It doesn't mind
taking on problems of principal. I don't think much of war, but if you're
going to send people into war, you should give them something to
fight with. We thought we were right, and we still do." He likes to
point out that, in fact, Dow's recruitment of new employees didn't
really suffer as a result of the demonstrations against the company,
nor did it hurt their entrance into consumer products.
Rooke hopes that Dow will become more involved with Rice in the

future. "We've talked with the engineering school about the pos-
sibility of supporting some of their work. We're very interested in the
new REDDI organization (Rice Engineering Design and Devel-
opment Institute). I think it could be good for Rice and for Dow. He
proudly adds that eighty-two Rice graduates have gone to work for
Dow since 1941, and "ninety-three percent of them are still with us or
retired from Dow. They are scattered all over the world."
Though Rooke isn't planning to make any big changes at Dow, he

has been very involved with Dow's growing employee communi-
cation program. He says, "Dow is a very successful chemical
company. All I hope is that I help maintain its status."

L_
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D r. Tsanoff remembered the day when he went to a
church in Houston and heard the new atheistic school

at the foot of Main Street vehemently denounced for
teaching evolution.

RELIC
EDUCA
No one at Rice today is more closely tied to the
history of an academic department than Niels
C. Nielsen, Jr., founder and first professor in
the Department of Religious Studies and today
the department's chairman, chief spokesman
and guiding spirit.

The development of the department is so
closely allied with the academic career of Dr.
Nielsen, in fact, that few people can speak
intelligently about it - except Nielsen.

While teaching fullti me and handling the
administration of the department, Nielsen has
found time to write three monographs since
1976 - Solzhenitsyn's Religion (1976), The
Religion of Jimmy Carter (1977), and The
Crisis of Human Rights (1978), all published
by Thomas Nelson - and to edit A Textbook on
World Religions, which will be published by St.
Martins Press this spring. His book God in

Education (Sheed & Ward, 1965) expresses the
concerns that are, perhaps, closer to him than
most others, but this itself was not Nielsen's
earliest volume. A Layman Looks at World
Religions (Bethany, 1962) was his first.

Nielsen can speak almost as knowledgeably
about religion in France, Russia, or Japan, as
he can about religion in his own neighborhood
just north of the campus. For this reason, he is
a popular speaker here and elsewhere.
We spoke to him in his offices in March.
Home for the Department of Religious

Studies is the fourth floor of Lovett Hall.
Nielsen's office is directly above the Sallyport.
His window allows for a panoramic view of the
east lawn past Main Street. These used to be
the offices of President Lovett, who, inciden-
tally, is said never to have entered the Main
Gates (visible from here) without saying a

prayer. The late Professor Bray wrote of these
offices long ago, and in a limerick often quoted
noted that they were close to the sky. It is
seventy-eight steps up if you travel the north
side.

The faculty of the department Nielsen
administers includes Carrin Dunne, a recog-
nized teacher and scholar of the philosophy of
religion and the sister of one of the most
distinguished American theologians, Protes-
tant or Catholic; Werner Kelber, an inter-
nationally known New Testament scholar;
James Sellers, a distinguished ethicist and a
former dean of the Vanderbilt University
Divinity School, and others of the highest
reputations. He does not tout them as much as
he might.

- Steve Barnhill

S
allyport: It is understandable that
Rice would not have a department of
space science or a department of
environmental engineering, but it is

not clear why Rice had no department of
religious studies for its first fifty years.
Nielsen: It was the "Bible belt" pattern of
the region. It was said facetiously that
originally Rice had only atheists and Episcopa-
lians. There were denominational schools —
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran,
Roman Catholic — and the "good Christians"
went to them. Those who were left over
came to Rice. Of course, it was a very high
quality group that was left over! Then, the
situation was aggravated by the fact that
Julian Huxley taught evolution at Rice. His
presence fired a reaction that could still be
felt when I came in 1951.

You may know that the person who had
the greatest influence on me at Rice was
Radoslav Tsanoff, and Dr. Tsanoff remem-
bered the day when he went to a church in
Houston and heard the new atheistic school at
the foot of Main Street vehemently de-
nounced for teaching evolution. The battle
between science and religion that went on
through the twenties and thirties is over now,
but it was very real then. So Rice did not have
a department of religion like the denomi-
national schools in the area. President Lovett
modeled Rice alter Princeton, and Princeton

developed an interfaith department of reli-

,gious studies, but not until fairly late. I have
been told that Dr. Lovett advised a faculty

member on occasion to get on with his
z research and stop fighting the "Bible belt"

S' battle on evolution. Whether this is true orcc
. not, through the years he did bring downo
2 distinguished clergymen of national stature asa

baccalaureate speakers. Dr. Lovett himself

' initiated the Rockwell Lectures, Rice's oldesti
i lecture series, whose theme is religion, in

o 1938. This year's lecturer Dr. John Cook,o
8 Mellon Professor of Religion and the Arts at

E Yale, who spoke on Ravenna, would have

pleased Dr. Lovett, I think. He had an
appreciation for the intellectual dimensions of
religion, although Rice had limited curriculum
offerings. I was asked to come in 1951. In
1953, I had an opportunity to go elsewhere,
and the Rayzor chair of philosophy and
religious thought was established. I was in
the department of philosophy until 1968,
when the department of religious studies was
formed with the support of a couple of other
chairs that had come in during the $33 million
campaign.
S: Was J. Newton Rayzor the force behind
this department's formation?
N: Rayzor was a very interested member of
the board of trustees, and he would say of
Rice that it is a good school that lacks just one
thing — some religion. And he said as well
that he wanted religion here to be above
denominations. When invitations came to me
from other major universities, Rayzor en-
dowed a chair.
S: What problems did you face in the
beginning?
N: The problem has been to establish an
intellectual status for religion. When I first
came to Rice, some people wished to give me
a kind of chaplaincy role. I was asked to pray
in the stadium before football games, and I
never did. Dr. Tsanoff had taught philosophy
of religion for years and was a nationally
known philosopher of religion. He was very
supportive of my work. We had to ask the
question then as now: how can you have the
humanities in a university without teaching
about religion? My answer is that probably
you can't. Still, we are the only religious
studies department in a non-denominational
school for 1,000 miles around. The University
of Texas is moving in the direction of
expanded work in religious studies, and the
University of Houston is as well. The trend
rises out of recognition that religion is not just
a sectarian affair.
S: Religious devotionals had a place in public
school systems for much of this country's

history. When they went out, did a movement
to teach religion come in?
N: In its anti-prayer decision, the Supreme
Court encouraged the teaching of religion, but
this viewpoint has taken hold very slowly in
the popular consciousness. There is leader-
ship for the teaching of religion in the
American public schools by an agency known
as PERSC, based at Wright State University.
Good interfaith materials are now available on
a major scale. One can teach about religion in
terms of American history, literature, the
history of religion, and there are plenty of
good resources. During the nineteenth cen-
tury there was a growing upward curve of
more religion in American life in every decade
— in terms of church attendance and popular
participation. Sociologically, the ethos was
highly sectarian, often concerned less with
teaching than devotion and practice. Today
the situation is better. There is an identifiable
trend toward the teaching of religion — for
example, through departments of religious
studies in state schools, Indiana, North
Carolina, and the University of California at
Santa Barbara. The pattern varies from state
to state. But a pretty good momentum has
developed, and it will be stronger, as re-
flected in religion in public education at all
levels.
S: In the secondary and elementary schools?
N: Yes. It is easier in the secondary schools.
At this level you can allow for diversity. It is
more difficult in the elementary school,
because teaching runs a greater risk of
indoctrination. But there is no reason why
one cannot include materials on the common
religious values of the American heritage,
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish —
and more. In universities, there is now good
over-all intellectual interest on the part of
faculty and students in religion as an academic
subject. At Rice, we work in three areas:
Biblical studies, the history and philosophy of
religion, and ethics. Students are interested
in religion because they recognize it as an

important element in culture and in learning
— as well as for personal reasons.
S: Conflict between the public schools and
interested religious groups is not these days
unique to our country.
N: That's true. But the problem in the U.S. is
different because of the wide diversity, the
greater plurality here. For decades there has
been little religious content in public educa-
tion. The last gasp, as it were, was the
practice of prayer in the public schools.
Today, there needs to be a whole rethinking
of religion's place in public education, a
willingness to give it a place in terms other
than devotionals. The situation is one in
which educational theorists have to begin to
appraise the place of religion in American
thought and life in other than simply pragmat-
ic terms.
S: Have they done that?
N: I don't think that a lot has been done, but
there are good beginnings. It means recogniz-
ing persons who have an interest in religion
and training them so that they can handle
Protestant-Catholic-Jewish differences with
some ease. They need historical knowledge,
not just personal concern. The dean of the
School of Education at Texas once told me
that if his university had a department of
religious studies it would make the whole task
of training teachers easier in this regard.
The situation in Europe is very different.

At a place like the University of Mainz in
Germany, half of the people who are studying
in Catholic and Protestant theology will be
employed in the German state schools to
teach religion. By contrast, in America we
have larger popular participation in institu-
tional religion — Houston is quite a churchgo-
ing town — but not as much intellectual
participation. The educational task is one of
articulation.
S: Is there a certain suspension of beliefs that
is required for you to teach outside your
faith?
N: A certain amount of distance, at least,
from the material — one is teaching people
from a variety of backgrounds, and trying to
look at religion in historical perspective. Still,
I believe it is impossible to attain complete
objectivity. Complete objectivity is a myth.
The question of God is a vital one for me.
Belief in God means much to me personally.
The question of the meaning of the good life is
quite a vital one. I don't see how we can back
away from either of them personally. But in
teaching we do expect to be at a stage where
we can discuss. What happens when you
work in the history of world religions or even
the history of Christianity is that you gain
perspective on your own religious tradition.
You don't really know one religion until you
know a second one.
S: Intellectually, yes. But it is possible to fully
understand a faith without holding it?
N: To suppose that one can bracket out all
participation, all faith interest, is the illusion
of objectivity. We live in the Western religious
tradition. The most non-aligned of my stu-
dents are not by and large shaped by the
Hindu, or the Buddhist, or the Chinese
Confucian tradition. They're either fighting
the Western worldview or moving in or out of
it. Which they do is not the concern of our
department. You see, we're not holding
church!
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S: At what point during your life did you make
the decision to become an academician?
N: I came from a good, small, denominational
college on the West Coast and was especially
determined to go to Yale Divinity School, an
ecumenical institution. I took a seminary
degree and was ordained, and I planned to
serve a parish until I finished my doctorate.
At the time, many good teaching opportuni-
ties were opening up in higher education. I
had a chance to teach at Yale for three years
and then to come to Texas and work with the
excellent students at Rice. I asked my most
respected teacher, Robert Lowry Calhoun,
what he knew about Rice. He said that
Tsanoff's books were excellent and that if I
had a chance to work with Tsanoff I should
accept it. He was right, and it was a
wonderful opportunity to be with Tsanoff,
Fulton, and Kolenda.
S: Were you contacted by someone from
Rice?
N: Rice went to George Thomas, the head of
the Princeton Department of Religious
Studies. President Houston visited his office
personally and asked for a recommendation. I
was on the list.
S: How would you characterize the effect that
your work here at Rice has on congregations
outside the hedges?
N: Geographically ours is an area with a good
deal of religion left in its culture, and it is an
area which is upgrading itself intellectually
and economically. Most of our students come
from a religious background. They don't know
much about Augustine, Aquinas, the Refor-
mation, or the Biblical material even, but they
do have a background of some church participa-
tion. It seems to me that a university
education should add depth, and understand-
ing to whatever religious background they
have. This is our legitimate educational
function, and Rice would not be doing as
much as it should if it did not offer study in
this dimension of life
S: Are students interested in religion more
now than when you came to Rice?
N: Yes. There have been some very real
changes in mood, and I'd say the market has
improved. There is certainly more general
interest in religion than could be found in a
German, Danish, or French university. My
own opinion is that the personal interest in
religion, not academic but participative —
Bible study groups, prayer groups, and
devotionals — is much larger than it was ten
years ago, both nationally and on this campus.
In terms of study, we get our share of
enrollments. Rice does not have a lot of
religion majors, but they are strong majors.
As compared with other similar universities,
there is a larger percentage of students
taking one, two, or three courses in religious
studies. In our graduate program, we have a
highly selected student body, most of which
already has had seminary work before coming
to Rice. We are not training a large number of
graduate students, but we have some very
excellent ones, and we have the faculty for
them. As you know, we came through very
well in the Gorman Report. We rated twelfth
in the country out of 374 departments of
religious studies — and that was when we
were just ten years old.
S: The quality of faculty here is in no small
part due to your own hard work raising
money to support it.
N: We have four chairs; they are the central
base of the department. And all of our other
appointments except one are not on univer-
sity funds.
S: Is your fiscal set-up unique among de-
partments at Rice?
N: I don't know. President Pitzer asked me to
get involved in the $33 million campaign, and
a couple of chairs came in through that effort.
Then our department expanded in enrollment
at the time the university became more
conservative financially, especially after 1970.
So, for whatever growth we've had, we've
reached out for financial support into the
community, and it's been interested in what
we are doing.
S: How would you compare the health of the
church here, or in this country, with the
health of the church elsewhere?
N: Western Europe is increasingly sec-
ularized. But there is a cultural difference that
needs to be recognized. I think that many

T t's fascinating that in a supposedly secular time Carter
1 pops up from a small town with his built-in southerner's
religion, and he makes it!

Europeans would say that here we don't
realize that life is broken. We've not experi-
enced the full tragedy that the English,
French, and Germans went through in two
world wars, the loss of whole generations of
young men and the destruction of ideals and
all that they lived for. Houston is new and
prosperous. It is characteristic of its reli-
gious culture that it doesn't have much room
for tragedy or suffering — in Christian terms,
the cross; in Jewish terms, the Holocaust.
On the other hand, personal religion does
continue to play a positive role and is a
community force.

I had a TV discussion recently with Madalyn
Murray O'Hair, and she argued that religion is
by and large a negative factor in a culture like
ours. Whatever its ultimate truth, I don't
think religion is that negative. It is socially
helpful. It promotes generosity and concern
for people. In Texas there is just not a sharp
crisis, a sense of life's brokenness such as
Solzhenitsyn had when he was sent to a work
camp. But sensitive Jews and Christians do
show social concern. If you look for voices
that challenge the status quo in America,
critically and constructively, then you turn to
people like Niebuhr in the last generation.
S: Is the church strong in Europe?
N: I've been to every country in Eastern
Europe except Bulgaria. Religion is remarka-
ble in a place like Poland and Rumania, where
it is much more alive than in France or West
Germany for example. Popular participation
is less in East Germany than in Poland but the
strength and resistance of a determined
minority is impressive. Behind the Iron
Curtain they simply have not been able to
suppress religion. The upsurge of religion in
Russia among youth and intellectuals is a
fascinating phenomenon, too. Of course,
there is the factor of nationalism in Eastern
Europe and before Marxism came, the
churches were on the side of the old regime.
The Polish Catholic Church, they told me in
Warsaw, was often oppressive, quite reaction-
ary. Now communism has put the church on
the side of the oppressed. But the vitality of
religion as a source of culture, as a reality that
nurtures personal life and morality, that
sustains rather than destroys civilization, is
fantastic. The myth that technology can be
man's salvation has been destroyed by to-
talitarianism. When I first came to Rice in
1951, in fact, there was scientism on a rather
large scale. I suspect that both the faculty and
the student body thought that science was
going to save the world. But this illusion is
pretty well destroyed now. One doesn't have
to argue much about it anymore.
S: You wrote not too long ago that the crisis
of human rights is, in the final analysis, the
crisis of our time, and I believe that you spent
a lot of time and energy exploring issues of
human rights.
N: I was interested in Solzhenitsyn and did a
book on his religion. It seems to me that the
question of rights finally raises religious
questions about the nature of man as well as
the character of evil. My own conviction is
that if human rights do not have some
ultimate religious grounding, then in a time of
crisis, they are not likely to be well defended,
or even not defended at all. On the other
hand, we have to say with respect to
Christendom, for example, that throughout
most of its history, it did not practice
tolerance or freedom of conscience. One
cannot make naive equations of religious
idealism and support for human rights.
Religion can be a good thing, or a very bad
thing. It can produce fanaticism or be quite
ennobling. In my book on human rights, I call
attention to the sheer ruthlessness and
nihilism of life in the twentieth century in a
whole variety of places. The American
situation has been a very fortunate and
protected one. Its pluralism has given religion
a better chance to contribute to social justice
and social change. Martin Luther King, Jr., is
a chief example. Religion has not been on the
side of reaction or the old regime here as it

was in Europe throughout the last century.
Tolerance meant not freedom from but
freedom for religion, and so religion pros-
pered. There is, of course, an implicit
consensus, and the consensus was Protes-
tant until about 1860. After 1860, it was
Protestant-Catholic-Jewish. One cannot di-
verge from it too far without a breakdown of
accepted mores in the U.S. But within the
range of acceptance, the experiment in
religious liberty in the U.S. was and is
successful.
S: Did your interest in human rights lead you
to write about Jimmy Carter?
N: That book was just one way to express it,
I suppose. But I was not trying to defend
Carter. I was trying to explain to the audience
what his kind of evangelical southern piety is,
and I have had German and Dutch transla-
tions. Part of Mr. Carter's interest in human
rights, assuredly, comes out of his religious
conviction. If you believe that man has an
eternal destiny, that he is not just a spatial or
temporal being, that his dignity is finally from
God and not just from the state — such a
belief has an effect on your life. In my book I
was interested in the whole Carter phenom-
enon. It's fascinating that in a supposedly
secular time someone pops up from a small
town with his built-in southerner's religion
and he makes it! That's almost impossible for
a European to understand — How could a
Sunday School teacher end up in the White
House? Carter is an interesting man, and
I don't think he's a phony. That was the
argument of my book. He is a shrewd poli-
tician and at the same time a religious man.
S: In this century, perhaps, no man —
discounting Nixon now — has found the
presidency more frustrating than Wilson.
N: Well, Wilson had a different religious view
than Carter. His concern religiously was the
justice of God, covenant theology, justifica-
tion and action. Carter has shown more of a
sense of love and humility and doesn't get
uptight in the way Wilson got uptight. There
are really three things in his religion: first, a
kind of Puritanism; then his low church
tradition, the Baptist; finally, Niebuhr's more
sophisticated political theology.
S: Does Carter have, you suppose, that
sense of "unAmerican history" that C. Vann
Woodward spoke of as southern history —
that sense of knowing that life can break, that
defeat can come?
N: He would never sing "Marching Through
Georgia" at the Naval Academy. All kinds of
hazing, but he absolutely refused! Yes, there
is a personal sense of guilt and sin and
redemption in the southern tradition that was
lost in the northern notion of progress. But
he also represents, in a much more authentic
way than Billy Graham, the religious common
sense that is still alive in the American
people. In spite of all differences in the U.S.,
it is fair to speak of a consensus that we call
"civil religion," with roots in the Hebrew-
Christian tradition. It affirms the dignity of
man, human rights, the judgment of God, and
responsibility of God: It is civil religion which
both the fundamentalists and thorough-going
secularists often fail to understand.
S: To change the subject, what do you find
to be the most rewarding aspect of your work
at Rice?
N: The people, the undergraduate and
graduate students. I go through the aiport
and someone stops me and asks, "You still
teaching religion at Rice?" Maybe he took my
course twenty years ago! If I were teaching in
a seminary, I would be training people by and
large already professionally committed.
Teaching at Rice, one gets questions thrown
at him from all angles. Every kind of problem
comes up with my students, ranging over the
whole of the history of religion. A number of
times at Rice I had thought that we had gone
as far as we could in developing the field, and
then something exciting happened. A de-
partment developed. And let me cite two
current examples. We expect to have a new
colleague in the Chavanne Chair next year.

We also have a visiting professor in New
Testament, Etienne Trocme, who has just
retired as president of the University of
Strasbourg after four years. He is a very
distinguished scholar who will spend the fall
semester at Rice. He is looking forward
to being here and we're excited about his
coming.
S: How do you and Rice attract such men and
women?
N: Our teaching load is reasonable, and they
have time to write. Rice has a reputation for
excellence. The alternative for people teach-
ing graduate students in our field is the
seminaries, and seminaries tend to keep their
faculties very busy. Their student bodies are
not as carefully selected as ours. If you want
to do writing and top intellectual research,
then Rice is a good place.
S: Do you have time to — or do you want to
—preach?
N: I speak around a bit, I am a churchman.
Academic work is no surrogate for personal
religion, but one wears an academic rather
than an ecclesiastical hat. One of my interests
at Rice is our speaker series. It does draw on
institutional religion but reaches over confes-
sional lines. This year we had Arthur
Goldberg, Martin Marty, and Malcolm
Muggeridge, and in the past years we've had
Paul Tillich, Cardinal Konig, and Hans KiIng
— we hope to have Kling back next year.
S: Your department's lecture series this
year, "Religious Liberty in the American
Tradition," has included lectures on the
new religions, deprogramming, and Jones-
town, and these have attracted standing-
room-only crowds. Are people that in-
terested in cults?
N: Yes. And there is a very interesting
phenomenon among Rice students them-
selves. A wide variety of religious move-
ments are active on campus, from non-
Christian groups through the whole range of
Christian thought. The majority of students
come from some kind of religious back-
ground, but occasionally there are those with
no knowlege. Their responses, at times, are
quite uncritical. I don't think that's true of the
majority of our students. The majority is of
such high quality that finally issues posed by
the so-called new religions are thought
through critically.
S: Is it difficult for students to make the shift
from Sunday School to the classroom?
N: I doubt it. The notion that religion is
something one outgrows when he becomes
intellectually sophisticated is not doing well
now. The world doesn't allow it much
anymore. You can't sell it to Rice students.
The continuing question is whether the
university can and will supply intellectual
resources in religion.
S: You have scheduled a course for next year
on torture?
N: It will be a course on human rights. One
semester will treat specific problems and
cases and another will be theory. Another
year we will focus on the international
character of human rights — how they are
viewed in different cultures. Torture provides
a very concrete situation in which to consider
the problem of evil: what makes people so
perverse as to torture other human beings?
Our department has a course on the
Holocaust taught every other year. It treats
some of the same issues and raises the
question of suffering as well as Jewish-
Christian relations very acutely. We bring in
people who survived the Holocaust, who
escaped Hitler. They tell of their experiences
fleeing across Germany. There are Biblical
historical questions and contemporary practi-
cal questions to be considered.
S: What else do you see down the road for
the Department of Religious Studies?
N: We have a role to play in Houston. This is
the fifth largest city in the United States, yet
it really has no one else doing much in
religious studies. Houston doesn't have the
seminaries or the religious faculties that there
are in Chicago, New York, Boston, or even
Atlanta, or Dallas. We are unique and distinct
for our intellectual and interfaith character.
There is a role of academic leadership to fill in
religion. If our department at Rice does not,
somebody else will on less of an interfaith
basis. We have only begun to fill our role,
I hope.
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New Gym Facilities Opened
President Hackerman cut the ribbon at the
official opening of the new $1.4-million gym-
nasium facilities on March 22.
The Rice gym has undergone extensive

renovation in the past year and now has two
additional wings and revamped offices on the
second floor of the original building.
The new wings were designed by Bruce

Wallace '53 of McKittrick, Drennan,
Richardson, and Wallace, Architects, Inc.,
and built under the supervision of David
Chapman '53, chairman of the board of the

Anestis S. Veletsos

Mayan Construction Company.
Each wing contains a regulation size bas-

ketball court, two volleyball courts, and three
racquetball/handball courts. The west wing
contains a squash court, while the east wing
houses a classroom for physical education.
Because of increased usage, security at the

gym has been tightened, and people entering
at night must show identification. For more
information about using the gym facilities, call
527-4058, health and physical education
department.

Herbert Allen

Engineers Elected to Academy
Herbert Allen '29, immediate past chairman
of the Rice Board of Governors, and Anestis
S. Veletsos, Brown and Root Professor of
Engineering, were elected to the National
Academy of Engineering in March.

Allen, former chairman of the board of
Cameron Iron Works in Houston, was elected
to the academy for his achievements in
"pioneering and development of technology

and equipment basic to the safety and
efficiency of the oil well drilling and producing
industry."

Veletsos was chosen for his "contributions
to advancement in structural dynamics and
earthquake engineering, especially in inelas-
tic behavior and soil-structure interaction."
He has been a member of the civil engineer-
ing department since 1964.

Bochner's Work Cited
Salomon Bochner, Edgar Odell Lovett Pro-
fessor of Mathematics for eleven years, was
honored recently with the Leroy P. Steele
Prize of the American Mathematics Society at
the eighty-fifth annual meeting in Biloxi,
Miss. He received the award for the cumula-
tive impact of his mathematical work, high
level research, particular influence on the
development of his fields, and influence on
mathematics through the thirty-five graduate
students he has worked with over the course
of his career.

Cited in particular were his contributions to
the fields of harmonic analysis, Fourier
analysis, several complex variables, function
theory, probability theory, almost periodic
functions, differential geometry, and the
history of ideas.
Bochner received his Ph.D. from the

University of Berlin and joined the faculty at
Princeton in 1933. He stayed at Princeton
until his retirement from there in 1968. He
then joined the mathematics faculty here
at Rice.

Senior Wins
Watson
Fellowship
Elizabeth Heitman, a senior at Baker College
was awarded a prestigious Thomas J. Watson
Fellowship for study abroad for the next
academic year. She will receive $8,000 for a
year of independent study and travel.
Heitman plans to go to Brazil and study the

intertwining of certain religious practices
native to African slaves brought to Brazil by
the Portuguese with the Catholicism that

they were later taught. The romance-
language major found herself "fascinated with
the mixture of the Portuguese and African
cultures in Brazil" when she began reading
Brazilian literature several years ago.

Catholicism for many Brazilians includes
"macumba," a white magic, according to
Heitman. This magic, based on the powers of
the Catholic saints, is a personal one for
predicting the future, solving family problems
and other everyday dilemmas. "Unlike the
voodoo practiced in the Caribbean or other
Latin American countries, the "povo" [people
who practice macumba] consider macumba
entirely Christian, and for many it is as
integral a part of their practice as is any
official church rite or ceremony," Heitman
says.
She will concentrate her study in Bahia, the

city where macumba particularly flourishes.
Heitman plans to spend her time among the
macumba believers — talking with them,
observing the rituals, attending the festivals,
and "perhaps participating in some of the
activities."

Giving Clubs
Welcome New
Members
The Founder's Club and President's Club
were established in the fall of 1970 as a means
of bringing together alumni, parents and
friends who give substantial support for
Rice's current operations. Membership is on
an annual basis (July 1 through the following
June 30) and includes the individual and his or
her spouse.

First-time Founder's Club members during
the months of January and February are:
Dr. & Mrs. William W. McKinney '33/'36
Donald B. Gillett '34
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Q. Smith '34/'39
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Feehan -/'44
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ben Scarborough '45/-
Mr. & Mrs Ralph W. Noble '48/'43

Raymond E. Franks '50
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Harmon '51/-
Mr. & Mrs James P. Jackson '51/'53
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas R. Hansen '60/-
Dr. Paul K. Wunsch '71
Dr. Charles R. Sadler, Jr. '73
Mr. & Mrs. Roberta Burda

First-time President's Club members during
the months of January and February are:
Mr. & Mrs. P. G. Rouse '23/-
Sam L. BishIcin '24
Calvin Alpha '26
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Tabony, Jr. '29/'29
Mrs. Hyman Finger '30
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Kinzbach -/'30
Mr. & Mrs. Adrian W. McAnneny '38/-
G. John Robinson '38
Mrs. Mack E. Lee, Jr. '40
Fred T Maudlin, Jr. '40
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel R. Winslett '41/'41
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Casten '42/-
William M. O'Connor '42
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard I. Wise '42/-
Stephen H. Buckely '43
Mrs. Helen H. Dixon '43
Dr. Leon W. Clark '44
Myrven H. Cron '44
Mr. & Mrs. Rentz Gullick, Jr. '47
Phillip & Vera Camarda Robinson '47/'52
Ralph A. Landrum '48
Mr. & Mrs. Walker J. Duffle '48/'51
Ralph B. Murphy '50
Mrs. Jackson T. Westmoreland '51
Ms. Helen W Henderson '54
Mr. & Mrs. Mayes E. Fuller '55
Mr. & Mrs. Frank N. Hathorn '57/-
Frederick I. Henry '57
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Mathis -/'57
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh E. Miller '57/'57
Mr. & Mrs. Julian C. Nichols '57/-
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Zumwalt '57
Dr. Nancy H. Bowen '58
Mr. & Mrs. W. Burke Cabaniss, Jr. '59/-
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Sherar '59/-
Robert W. Jenkins '61
Dr. Robert P. Kalmey '61
Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Buchschacher '62/-
Wayne S. Comer '63
Dr. David J. Vanderschel '64
Dr. Lloyd J. Davis '65
Patrick T. James '65
Kent R. Hofmann '66
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Long, Jr. '66/'66
Franklin W. Roberts '66
John P. & Susan G. Alexander '67/'67
Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Rouse '67/'66
Miss Carole E. Christian '69
David & Eralyn Hairston '69/'70
Ed P. Douglas '70
Charles Hart '71
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Leonard '72
Miss Cecilia A. Browne '73
Steve 0. Holder '73
Miss Janet R. Prestridge '73
Richard H. Barrett '74
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Klein '74/-
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Mahoney '74/-
Rick E. Mandrell '74
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Moskowitz '74/-
Ernest E. Smith, Jr. '74
Ms. Jan Lindsay Solomon '74
James W. Tucker '74
Ms. Sadie G. Blackburn '76
Richard Carroll Bost '76
Thomas A. & Cheryl M. Bouldin '76/'77
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Cox '76/'76
Robert H. McGhee '76
Dr. Eric J. & Mrs. Carol A. McHuron '76/-
Mr. & Mrs. Jon E. Madsen -/'76
James W Turner '76
Ms. Rosine B. Wilson '76
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence D. Kissinger '77/'78
Jeffrey B. Lawler '77
Peter J. Loos '77
Miss Martha A. Mayberry '77
Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Baker
Dr. & Mrs. Robert W. Cornell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cowan, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ragan A. Henry
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wayne Payne
Mrs. Velva Fox Power
Dr. & Mrs. Ira H. Scheinerman
David A. Wilson
Dr. & Mrs. Basilius Zaricznvi
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Trepel Invited to
Festival
Shirley Trepel, artist teacher of cello at the
Shepherd School of Music and cellist with the
Shepherd Quartet, has been invited to be
principal cellist of the CasaIs Festival Or-
chestra for the Casals Festival in San Juan,
Puerto Rico this summer. Trepel, also princi-
pal cellist with the Houston Symphony, will
perform Beethoven's "Archduke Trio" at the
festival.

Cambridge
Scholar Chosen
Randall C. Furlong '80, a member of Wiess
College, has been chosen to study at Trinity
College, Cambridge University, in Great
Britain for the academic year 1979-80 through
the C. D. Broad Exchange Program. Furlong
is majoring in physics and art history and will
be studying physics at Cambridge. He hopes
to obtain a doctorate in theoretical physics
and perhaps pursue a teaching and research
career on the university level.

The exchange program involves students
and faculty of both universities. This past
year a student from Cambridge, Nicholas
Hill, studied at Rice. Similar, but shorter
exchanges are arranged for faculty members.

Frank T. Abraham, a Houston attorney,
revived the exchange program, which had
been active in in the 1960s, through his Ab-
raham Student Aid Foundation in 1977.
He studied at Trinity College at the end of
World War II. In naming the program, he
honored Professor C.D. Broad, a distin-
guished Cambridge philosopher, for Broad's
demonstrated friendship toward American
students at Trinity.

Reminders
The alumni association recently mailed sur-
veys to all alumni to find out how they feel
about Rice. The surveys should be returned
as soon as possible.
The alumni association's history committee

is seeking materials for their archives, includ-
ing pictures, any memorabilia, scrapbooks, or
reminiscences of bygone days at Rice. For
more information contact Cherry Schwartz
Brunson '29 through the alumni office at
527-4057.

Max Freund and his wife, Regina, came to Houston fifty-four years ago.

Freund Reaches Age 100
Emeritus Professor of Germanics Max
Freund celebrated his one-hundredth birth-
day on February 27. He is Rice's oldest
professor.
Freund, born and educated in Germany,

was sought out in Marburg, Germany, by
President Edgar Odell Lovett and asked to
join Rice's faculty as chairman of the German
department in 1925. He had previously taught
at the University College, Liverpool, and he
was the youngest full professor in the British
Empire when he held the Chair of Modern
Languages in Queen's College, Belfast. He
also held several posts in Germany before
coming to Rice.
For twenty-two years, Freund continued

to chair the German department at Rice,
teaching four or five classes each semester
until his failing eyesight forced him to retire
in 1945.
Joseph B. Wilson, professor of German and

a student of Freund, recently told the
Thresher, "Freund brought in the ideals of a
great tradition of German classicism at a time
when Germans were not very well re-
spected. Essentially, Freund represents the
kind of German idealism and humanity that
seemed so lost during those years," he
added, speaking of the World War II period.

Wilson helped organize a delegation to
present Freund with an honorary scroll for his
years of service to the Rice community. The
group included President Hackerman; Pro-
vost Frank Vandiver; James U. Teague '30,
chairman of the Board of Trustees; Virgil
Topazio, dean of humanities; Roy Jones,
chairman of the German department; Alfred
Neumann, chancellor of the University of
Houston at Clear Lake City; Eleonore
Linsmayer, German consul general for this
area; Louis Kestenberg '30 and several other
former students of Professor Freund.

Zeff Advises State Department
Stephen A. Zeff, professor of accounting in
the Jones Graduate School of Administration,
was appointed to the U.S. State Depart-
ment's Advisory Committee on International
Investment, Technology, and Development.
Founded in 1975, the committee of about

fifty members is asked to provide advice and
recommendations on issues relating to trans-
national corporations, international invest-
ment, technology transfer, and economic

development. Zeff is a specialist in inter-
national accounting standards, a subject that
was added to the committee's responsibilities
only recently.

Zeff was a member of the faculty at Tulane
University for seventeen years before he
came to Rice last year. He is editor of The
Accounting Review, the major academic jour-
nal in accounting. He was a visiting professor
at the Harvard Business School in 1977-78.

Duffle 'Glad to
be Back'
Several months ago, Kathryn Alcorn Duffle
'51 joined the alumni association as executive
director. After spending the intervening time
meeting hundreds of fellow alumni through
the Alumni Institute lecture series, local
gatherings, and area club meetings, she says,
"It's a very exciting job."

Duffle feels that her job is to "help alumni
know what's happening at Rice and help them
feel good about it and a part of it." She
recently completed her master's degree
in social work at the University of Houston,
and has a total of ten years experience at
human service agencies in counseling and
administration.
"She has met or exceeded all of our

expectations about the job of executive
director," Tom McKittrick '56, president of
the Association of Rice Alumni says. "The
nature of the job is one of coordinating all the
activities of the various volunteers that make
up the association, and being a spokesman for
the alumni association with other facets of the
university. I think Kathy has done a remarka-
ble job in becoming acquainted with what's
going on in the university and making it
known that the alumni association wants to be
available to strengthen the efforts of the
development office, the admissions office, the
athletic department, the Shepherd School,
and so on. She has also been making trips to
area club functions, and she will be making
more.
"She's out there flying the flag for the

alumni," he adds. Duffle's husband, Walker J.
Duffle '48, and one of her daughters, Adele
Duffle Ownby '74 are also alumni. The
Duffles spent most of their married life on the
move, since Walker is a Continental Oil
Company employee. From Houston, they

went to Ponca City, Oklahoma. "In Ok-
lahoma," Kathryn Duffle says, "we started
out as foster parents and that's how I 'heard'
of social work." Along with their own two
children they have had seven foster children
at various times. Eventually, she was asked
to take a job with the State of Oklahoma
working in the area of adoptions and foster
homes.

After a short stint in Buenos Aires, they
were transferred to New Canaan, Connec-
ticut. "We loved living in a small town," Duffle
declares. "I worked for the State there for
eight years, first finding foster parents and
then in the child abuse section. I spent the
last several years doing administrative
work."
Though they liked their new homes, the

Duffle's never forgot Texas. "We have had a
second home for many years in the Texas hill
country. We've come back all these years,
though not to Houston. We still go up to our
home in Wimberley on weekends," she adds.
When they returned to Houston, Duffle

enrolled at the University of Houston. "My
intention all those years had been to get my
graduate degree," she says. "My first year, I
was an intern in psychiatric social work at
The Methodist Hospital. The second year, I
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was an administrative assistant to the
director of social work at Ben Taub."

After graduating, she associated with a
child-and family psychiatrist in private prac-
tice. "I didn't like being a therapist. I missed
organizing things and having a staff. Being a
therapist is a lonely job."
She finds her new position to be more

appealing. However, she believes that her
counseling background is still a great asset. "I
think I can use my social work training in any
job I take because there are people
everywhere with needs." Duffle is also quite
active in her church and, whenever she can
squeeze it in, she takes an aerobic exercise
lesson from her daughter Adele. "I never did
like staying at home," she says happily, "I
have a lot of energy."

Duffle doesn't have any plans for changes in
the alumni office. She has enjoyed her
initiation as executive director and her return
to Rice. "I love the Rice campus. It's so nice
to work here."

Camfield
Publishes Book
on Picabia
William A. Camfield, professor of art and art
history, recently had a major work, Francis
Picabia — His Art, Life and Times, published
by Princeton University Press.

Picabia was a leading figure in the Dada and
Surrealist movements of the 1920s and 30s,

• whose work has remained underground for
several reasons. Camfield said in an interview
with the Houston Post that "one of the
reasons he remained a mystery figure was
that he picked fights with so many critics,
museum curators and dealers who then didn't
want to deal with him."

Also, "Picabia's radical changes in style
within brief periods have prevented many
people from taking him seriously."
The project began as a dissertation when

Camfield was a student at Princeton. He
worked on the book for twelve years before it
was sent to a publisher, and then spent four
and a half more years on it.

Four Architects
Honored
0. Jack Mitchell, dean of the School of
Architecture, Tom McKittrick '56, president
of the Association of Rice Alumni, and
Professors Charles Tapley and William Can-
nady have been selected to join the College of
Fellows of the AIA for "notable contributions
to the advancement of the profession of
architecture." They will be inducted at the
AIA National Convention in Kansas City on
June 4.

Area Club News
The New Orleans Area Club met on March 9,
for a wine and cheese party at the home of
Dr. & Mrs. Blake Touchstone '65. The local
newspaper has written about their remodeled
home at 1201 Calhoun; it is one of the old
homes in the garden district.

Richard Koehler, assistant professor of
music and assistant to the dean of the
Shepherd School, and his wife, Loretta, were
the special guests at the party. Koehler spoke
about the school of music from its inception
to the present. Informal discussions about a
possible theatre party this summer and about
gatherings planned around the Rice-Tulane
football games to be played in Houston in
1979 and in New Orleans in 1980 followed.

Alsobrook Named
Development Director
Margaret Sullins Alsobrook, a twenty-four
year veteran of Rice's development office,
was recently named director of development
for the university by President Hackerman.
The director has total responsibility for the
development program.

Alsobrook has served as associate director
of the development office for the past five
years and before that she was director of the
annual fund. The position that she is stepping
into has been vacant for several years.
"I am very pleased, of course," Alsobrook

says, "but I don't want to emphasize the
change that will occur with my appointment
as director. Dr. [William WI Akers will still be
overlooking the development programs, and I
will still be looking to him for direction. It has
been my very good fortune to work with Dr.
Akers and President Hackerman. They have
opened doors for me — and for others.
"Dr. Hackerman is very development-

minded, and that makes it easy for develop-
ment programs to thrive," she continues.
Akers, as vice-president for external affairs,
supervises development affairs.
Known as "Sully" to her friends and

associates, Alsobrook, though not a Rice
alumna, has had the opportunity to meet
many alumni, faculty members, and friends of
the university, since she joined the develop-
ment office in 1955, just two years after it
was established. "At that time, it was the
development and public relations office. We
edited faculty papers, and for a while we did
all the printing on campus. Rice hasn't grown
that much in student body size over the
years, but we have a much more sophisti-
cated administration now," she says.
The office has narrowed its scope, but its

fund raising activities have greatly increased.
Because Rice began with a substantial en-
dowment, the development office didn't need
to generally solicit funds from Rice alumni
until 1971 when the need was recognized and
the annual fund was initiated. Alsobrook also

played a key role in developing the annual
fund as she had many years earlier in
organizing the Rice Associates program.
"The annual fund has shown a remarkable
growth in the last ten years. The U.S. Steel
Award we received for our performance last
year is evidence of that. I don't take credit for
this. It's a factor of Rice turning to the alumni.
I think that Rice alumni are a very responsive
group, and in recent years, they have become
very supportive of the university," she says.
One of Alsobrook's three children, David, a

physician, is a 1970 graduate of Rice. Her
daughter, Kathleen Alsobrook, is presently a
student at the University of Texas. "I would
have liked very much to be a Rice alumna,"
Alsobrook says a little wistfully. "I audited
several courses, but I never had the time to
study for a degree.

"I honestly think that I have the most
interesting job at the university," she adds.
"Development, in the best sense, is the
cultivation of friends for the university. I just
don't feel that raising money is all that I do."
There are certainly many who will agree

with that. Though quiet-spoken, Alsobrook is
known both for her prodigious energy and her
remarkable organizational skills. This year,
she has traveled around the country for over
fifteen presentations of the "Rice Today"
program, a slide and speaker show to ac-
quaint alumni with life at present on campus.
A native of Idaho, she came to Texas after

marrying a Texan, Arthur D. Alsobrook. She
entered fund raising as a volunteer, working
alongside a firm that her church employed
during a building campaign. After the cam-
paign, she went to work for that firm. "It's
only in very recent years that the field of
university development has made a place for
women," she says. "The development field is
an excellent one for women to advance in
now, though I .don't think frankly that my
appointment has anything to do with my being
a woman."

Frances Denman Prince BA '42 is now
happily retired in "The Land of Enchantment"
of Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. She
extends "best wishes to all." Katharine C.
Corscaden BA '43 writes, "At their 35th
reunion, some of the class of '43 started
planning the 40th reunion of Lamar High
School Class of '39. Tom Hardy, class
president, Maybelle Harris, Evelyn Mur-
phy, Ralph Anderson, Ann Williams and
I have been meeting with many others to
make arrangements for the affair, May 18, 8
EM., Cohen House, the Faculty Club." Ira V.
Hart BA '47 has formed a partnership with
Thomas W Ryan and Sheldon E. Pfeffer for
the general practice of law. Their offices are
located at 6065 Hillcroft, Suite 412, Houston,
77081. Robert S. Lanterman BS '48 was
appointed vice president, materials manage-
ment, for Rexene Polyolefins Company, a
division of Dart Industries Inc. He will be
responsible for raw material procurement and
for coordinating purchasing, warehousing,
transportation and distribution for Rexene.
The plastic resins manufactured by the com-
pany are used in housewares, packaging film
for medicines, toys and clothing, squeeze
bottles, industrial packaging, small appliances
and industrial components.

Dr. John E. Eisenlohr BA '50 was elected
president of the Dallas County Medical
Society. Eisenlohr graduated from UT
Southwestern Medical School in 1954 and
served his internship at Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital in McKinney, Tex. In 1955 he
joined the U.S. Navy Medical Corps and
served for two years. He spent his ophthal-
mology residency at The Wilmer Institute of
The Johns Hopkins Hospital and in 1962
returned home to Dallas to start a private
practice. He has held various offices in the
medical society as well as in community
groups. His main interest in the community is
public education. He is a trustee of the
Highland Park Independent School District in
Dallas and is in his third term as secretary of
the Board of Education. He and his wife
Marty have three children. Ed. L. Keyser
BSCE '50 sent news about a reunion held
recently for the "dirty dozen" of his class.
Held in Houston, the following members
were present: Martin 0. Brown and his
wife Gloria Wilson Brown BA '50, of Bay
City, Tex., Carl A. Clark, of Galveston,
Jim Ellis of Tyler, Joe L. Garrett, of
Houston, Ted S. Graham, Jr., of San
Antonio, Leonard M. "Bo" Graves, of
Houston, George Hansen and Pat Amsler
Hansen BA '50, of Houston, Edgar L.
Keyser and Ann Montgomery Keyser
'49, of Houston, Ernie A. Wald, of
Jackson, Miss., Leo W. Wroten, of Hous-
ton. Ralph H. Muenchow of Dayton, Ohio
was unable to attend but he sent a letter and
pictures. J. Harry Whitfield, also a
member of the group, is deceased. They
decided not to wait another twenty-eight
years before having another reunion. John
C. Reynolds, BS Arch '52, AIA is now in
private practice. Before establishing his new
firm, he had been managing partner of
Wilson/Crain/Anderson/Reynolds. His major
projects over the years include The Houston
Lighting and Power Company Electric Tower,
the Area Headquarters Building and the
Weslayan Toll Building for Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company, the World Trade Build-
ing, Lovett College and the Central Kitchen
Facility for Rice. In other cities he was
responsible for the Trans World Airlines
Administration Building in Kansas City, and
the Louisiana Savings Association office
tower in Lake Charles. He is active in the
American Institute of Architects and was
president of the Houston chapter in 1977.
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Along with horses, Gregory and his family have accumulated geese, chickens, bees, and
a baby pig on their ninety-acre farm.

Tribal Accounting
Hearing an efficient receptionist answer the phone with the words
"Cherokee Nation," is somewhat startling. Immediately, old movie
images of proud, Plains Indians arrayed on a ridge come to mind. Yet,
Scott Gregory '63 says his job of finance director for the Cherokee
Nation is really very contemporary. "In many ways being finance
director is like being treasurer of a medium-sized corporation."
When Gregory was a child, his Cherokee grandmother told him

stories of his Indian heritage. He grew up in Texas, though, far from
the Tahlequah,Oklahoma, headquarters of the tribe. "I'm a member of
the tribe based on a very miniscule blood quantity," he explains, I
don't look Indian, but the federal rules say I'm an Indian. "The rules
get to be a little silly. There are guys up here who really look Indian
but who don't have the papers to prove it, and the federal
government won't recognize them," he adds.

Since he became finance director in 1976, Gregory has had the
opportunity to learn a lot more about his tribe. "The tribe (the words
tribe and nation are used synonymously) is the second largest in the
country. The tribal organization overlays the governments and
municipalities in fourteen counties in northeast Oklahoma. It owns
about 50,000 acres of land, and individual Cherokees probably own
about that much again.
"The tribal organization serves, however, more as an economic

development and social service agency. We administer federal and
state funded programs for health care, vocational training, and
educational assistance. The problems of the rural, poor Indians are
not that different from those of the rural poor anywhere," Gregory
explains.

Prior to taking this job, he says, "I was with Peat Marwick Mitchell
& Co., an accounting firm in Houston, when I had the opportunity to
do a little consulting work for the tribe. I was in and out of here for six
months, and at the end of that the Chief offered me a job."

Gregory and his wife, Waynell, were excited by the prospect of
leaving the big city. "Farm life in the country has at least as much to
do with my being here as any cause I feel for the Indians.
"We used to sit around and dream about 'getting back to the land,'

and that is just about as corny as it sounds. But all of a sudden we
were offered this opportunity to live in a small town. It kind of called
our bluff."

• As finance director, Gregory handles the tribe's annual $12 million
budget. He oversees the county purchasing office, the county
development office, the internal auditing, tribal registration, and the
data processing departments.
Movie images of Indians are not true — or at least they don't apply

to the Cherokees, according to Gregory. "Saying Indian is like saying
European. There are many different kinds. The Cherokee had
contact with Europeans about 200 years earlier than many western
Indians. Prior to the government removal of the Cherokees from
Georgia, Tennessee, and North Carolina, the tribe had a school
system up to the college level. My own Cherokee ancestor went to
Oxford! Cherokees owned plantations and even slaves in some
cases. They were very much assimilated into the rest of the
community," he says.

Furthermore, Gregory wants it known that in their part of
Oklahoma, they have "flintrock not oil. The Osage have the oil." Nor
does the Cherokee tribe have a reservation. "The land in Oklahoma
went from being Indian Territory to private ownership. It's a problem
for us sometimes because federal laws that provide aid for Indians get
written for reservations," he says.
One last thing, Gregory adds, "I'd like to destroy the myth that the

Cherokees wore feather headdresses. The Sioux wore those."

James C. Williamson
BS '55 was elected to the
board of directors of
Lockwood, Andrews &
Newnam, Inc., a full ser-
vice organization which
provides professional
services in engineering,
architecture, planning,

and project management. Lawrence Mec-
kel, Jr. BA '59 Baker, a member of the
Society of Exploration Geophysicists spoke
March 19 at a society meeting. His topic was
"Examples of Important Ambiguities
Between Lithology and Acoustic Impe-
dance." Meckel is vice-president and co-
founder of Sneider and Meckel Associates,
Inc., a Houston-based exploration and con-
sulting firm.

1960-1969
Catharine V. Ewing BA '66 Brown
writes, "I've been teaching political science at
Phillips University in Enid, Ok. since the fall
of 1972. A year ago (Spring semester 1978) a
group of Phillips students and I went to our
Swedish campus at the Folkhogskola in
Mullsjo, Sweden. All of us studied Swedish
language, customs, and food; and I taught
humanities and politics. In addition to campus
studies, we took field trips to the Soviet
Union, western Europe, and around Sweden.
We froze in Moscow, saw April in Paris, had
an audience with the Queen of Sweden, and
met lots of really warm and wonderful people.
It was an educational experience for all of us,
and one I will always treasure." Bill Sheets
BA '68 Baker was named quality control
manager of the new Miller Brewing Company
facility in Albany, Ga. Bill joined the company
in 1972 after completing service in the Navy.
He has a master's degree in business ad-
ministration from Texas Christian University.
Martha Johnson Trammell BA '68
Brown writes, "In November 1978 I was
promoted to associate counsel, NLT Cor-
poration, which I joined in June 1977 after
serving five and a half years as an Assistant
United States Attorney. My husband, Nevin
Trammell, and I live in Nashville, Tenn."
Raymond L. Heinrich '69 Will Rice
writes that he has been "in electronics since
leaving Rice. At present I am chief engineer
for Digital Broadcasting Corp., of McLean,
Va." Terence L. O'Rourke BA '69, MA
'72 Wiess spent January and February
traveling on behalf of the U.S. International
Communication Agency delivering a series of
briefings and lectures to foreign energy
officials on the U.S. energy policy and
planning. He was in Japan, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Abu Dhabi, and
Ghana.

1970-1978
Bruce Martin BA '71 Will Rice sends
news of his brother: "Brian Martin BA '69
Baker visited the USA for the first time
since 1969 this winter. After graduating from
Rice in 1969 and summer school at Wisconsin,
Brian left for Sydney, Australia with his
newly-found Wisconsin bride, Kathy. He got
a Ph.D. in astrophysics from the University
of Sydney and now does applied mathematics
research at the Australian National University
in Canberra. He spent one evening here in
Denver amazing his old Rice cronies with
surprise long-distance phone calls. His strong
Australian accent had all of us sounding a bit

like Aussies after a
week." Gregory S. Be-
nesh BA '72 Hanszen
was appointed assistant
actuary in the group de-
partment at The Travel-
ers Insurance Companies
in Hartford, Conn. He
lives with his wife and two

children in Avon, Conn. J. Hardy Williams
BA '72 Baker writes, "Unfortunately, Gale
E. Morrow BA '73 Jones and I were
divorced in December 1978. Gale is now in
Bolivia, having received a masters in public
health from UT Houston in 1978. I am again a
probation officer in Houston and photography
director for UPFRONT, a local human rights
newspaper. Friends, give me a call at
522-5545." Corinne Clemons Bryan BA
'74 Jones and William Jennings Bryan,
III BA '74 Hanszen write, "We've really
enjoyed the lifestyle of homeowners espe-
cially with the warm weather. I have just been
promoted to assistant vice president and
auditor of NorthPark National Bank of Dallas.
Bill will receive his final ordination this May,
making him an elder in the United Methodist
Church. It is difficult to realize that we have
been away from Rice longer than our four
year stay. We surely would like to hear from
some of our Rice friends." Chuck Melcher
BA '74 Will Rice writes, "I would like to
break tradition by conveying greetings to my
friends from Will Rice before I have received
my Ph.D.; before I have gotten a high-paying
job; before I have bought a house; and before I
have any children. In short there's absolutely
no news; but I would like to say 'hello'.
Hello." Eliot Shapleigh BA '74 Lovett
married Lee Aune an Austin College graduate
on December 29, 1978. They are both law
students. "Sources indicate she is too
good for him." Anne Dingus BA '75
Brown now Works for Texas Monthly as an
editorial assistant. "If anyone has Gary
Dubcoff's BA '75 Hanszen address, could
you send it to me in care of the magazine?
P.O. Box 1569, Austin, Tex., 78767. I'd
appreciate it." Terry Kilpatrick BA '75
Brown writes, "Steve Weaver BA '75
Will Rice and I were married on October 14,
1978. Steve is now a newspaper reporter and
I have recently joined the research depart-
ment of a small publishing company here in
Houston." Marion Isabel Johnson Stan-
ton BA'75 Brown writes, "I graduated from
law school at the University of Santa Clara on
May 13, 1978, and was married the following
day in Palo Alto, Calif., to Emmett Stanton, a
law school classmate. Rice was well repre-
sented at the wedding, with all of my siblings
(J. Peter Johnson BA '67 PhD Wiess of
Oak Ridge, Tenn.; Martha Alice Johnson
Trammell BA '68 Brown of Nashville,
Tenn.; David S. Johnson BA '70 PhD
Wiess, now of Honolulu, Haw.; and Edwin
H. Johnson BA '73 Wiess, an M.D. in
Houston). Other Rice grads there were Ann
Fannin BA '75 Brown; Mary Mullaley
BA '77 Brown; Julie Hardin BS '78
Brown; Sallie Calhoun BS '77 Brown,
and Matt Christiano BS /4 MEE '75
Will Rice. After taking the California bar
exam and a long vacation, Emmett and I
moved to San Francisco, where he is clerking
for a Federal District Judge and I am working
for the Legal Department of Pacific Tele-
phone Company. (We both learned that we
passed the bar in November.) I don't know
when we'll get to Houston to visit, but I
would be interested in any alumni gatherings
in the Bay Area." John E. Banks, Jr. BA
'76 Wiess writes, "Following graduation, I
entered the University of St. Mary's School
of Law in San Antonio. While in law school I
worked part-time for Bjorn's Stereo Designs
selling and doing custom installation of hi-fl
equipment. Along with three others I helped
found the Men's Law Association and I wrote
for the law journal. I graduated in twenty-
seven months and passed the bar exam last
July. I am now working as a briefing attorneY
for the Supreme Court of Texas. I an
assigned to Justice Charles W. Barrow. I will
be at this position until August 1979." NavY
Ensign Michael A. Peck BA '76 Will Rice
is participating in the combined U.S.-Italian
naval exercise "National Week XXVI/Sardinia
79" in the central Mediterranean Sea.
Peck is the fifth division officer of the
guided missile cruiser USS Albany. Patrick
Redman BA '76 Baker will enter UT LaW
School in May. Meanwhile, he says he is

-odd
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From the Beginning
Will Nathan '16 is a rare breed of man. Of the thirty-three members of
Rice's first graduating class, twelve are still living, and Nathan is one
of them. Not only has he watched the Rice community change and
grow over sixty years, but he ha also witnessed Houston undergo
phenomenal transitions since his childhood. He and his family moved
to Houston from Gonzales, Texas, in 1903. He can date his Texas
heritage to 1876 when his father fled from Lithuania (White Russia) to
escape Czaria tyranny and military conscription.
He remembers the Spindletop oilfields near Beaumont spouting

the first barrels of "black gold" and the booms in real estate in
downtown Houston. "But I was not interested in real estate nor oil,"
he says. "And I never invested in either. My goal was to get an
education and go into law." So he invested in education.

Because scholarships and grants were unknown in those days, for
a poor boy to acquire a higher education meant dogged determina-
tion, application, and hard work. By selling the Houston Post and
Chronicle for a nickle; The Saturday Evening Post, a weekly, for five
cents a copy; and the Ladies' Home Journal, a monthly, for fifteen
cents, he earned $1,000, a magnificent sum in those days.
"I sold as many as 253 papers daily. My route downtown also

included a rooming/boarding house where I sold twenty papers daily,
plus my magazines. Also I built up regular customers, some of whom
became lifelong friends and clients."
One of those clients, Emanuel Raphael, was one of the original

trustees for William Marsh Rice, and he pointed the enterprising
Nathan in the direction of the brand-new Rice Institute.
"I shall never forget when I had that interview with President

Edgar Odell Lovett - that feeling of trepidation and excitement to
make contact with such a learned man. Me, a humble newsboy from a
middle-class family! I explained to Dr. Lovett that I wanted to study
law and to attend Rice for the minimum requirement of two years and
then to enter law school because I did not want to 'waste time.'
"But Dr. Lovett would not hear of this. He insisted that education

is important regardless of what profession one seeks. 'If you want to
be a good lawyer and also be an educated man,' he asserted, 'you
should have the equipment of an educated man right at your
fingertips, and you should stay the full four years. I would not like to
admit you otherwise."'

After graduation with honors, the first awarded at Rice, he entered
Harvard Law School for one year, then World War I erupted, and
Nathan volunteered for service with the Texas National Guard. With
the war's end he entered the University of Texas Law School and
graduated, again with honors, in 1921.
That same year he hung up his first shingle in the former

Post-Dispatch Building at Texas and Fannin, the same corner where
he first began to sell papers in quest of his academic goal. He moved
in 1956 to the Lomas & Nettleton Building on the corner of Texas and
Main and has carried on his practice there for the past twenty-five
years. In his practice Nathan has willingly counselled widows,
orphans, immigrant Houstonians, penniless merchants - regardless
of race, color or creed. Though he holds a fifty-year membership
certificate from the Houston, Texas, and American Bar Associations
- no more dues to pay - Nathan still goes to his office regularly.

Long active at Temple Emanu-El, where his special interest is in
the B'nai B'rith, he was recently honored there for his many years of
service. His children presented an ornate cabinet in his name to
house the Temple's memorabilia, much of which Nathan collected
himself.

Nathan also has a scrapbook full of memorabilia from his years at
Rice. His two sons, Charles '40 and Meyer '59, were the first
children of a Rice alumnus to graduate from Rice.

- Rosella H. Werlin

"sharpening his Risk, Scrabble, and particu-
larly, poker skills, and drinking plenty of
fluids." Ensign Richard S. Bakalar BA '77
Wiess is a first-year medical student at the
Uniformed Services University of the Health
Sciences, Bethesda, Md. DanaBlankenhorn
BA '77 Wiess and Jennifer Steinhauser
Blankenhorn '79 Brown were married last
Christmas in California. Now they are back in
Houston. Dana writes, "Jenni's trying to get
into the Jones School for next year (she used
to be a physics major) and I'm working for the
Houston Business Journal as a staff writer.
It's very interesting work. Last week I was
able to interview George R. Brown '20."
Navy Ensign Shelley Pennington BA '78
Jones is now on duty at Naval Air Station,
Corpus Christi, Tex.

IN MEMOR IAM

E. Finley Carter '22, of Portola Valley,
Calif., died February 20 at Stanford Univer-
sity Hospital after a long illness. He was the
president of Stanford Research Institute and
has been credited with turning SRI to
international research. He held many patents
in radio and other communications fields. He
was an engineer, inventor, and business
executive.

Hazel Huffington Wade '22; Herbert S.
Jones '23, of Houston, Lucile Damen-
baum Meyer '23, of Houston; Dorothy
Matthews Thorne '23, of Austin; Robb M.
Winsborough '23, of Santa Barbara, Calif.;
Allen D. King '24, of Wilmington, Del.;
Zaleme Williamson Dobbins '25, of San
Antonio; Cara Stimson Mueller '25, of
Houston; Felix A. Runion '29, of Missouri
City, Tex.; Sam S. Alfano '30, of San
Antonio; Jessie Jones Bailey '31, of
Houston; Jose Garza '31, of Paris; Ben B.
Turner '32; Newton A. Hicks '33, of
Houston; Richard L. Nixon '33, of Hous-
ton; Mary Lou Smith Monarch '34, of
Alvin, Tex.; Paul H. Cauthan, Jr. '36, of
Trinity, Tex.; Sam W. Mintz '36, of
Houston; Horace R. McConnell '37, of
Houston; Virginia Stevens Cannon '44,
of Wilmington, Del.; William H. Neely '44,
of Dallas; Robert M. Hutchinson, Jr. '45,
of Houston; Elbert D. Blatherwick, '46;
William W. Wainright '46, of Houston;
Eugene K. McLachlan '51, of Stillwater,
Ok.; Navy Capt. Kay Russell '56, of
Newport, R.I.; Carroll Wayne Keilers
'65, of Sunnyvale, Calif.; Curtis L. Collins
'75, of Galena Park, Tex.; Peter G.K.
Kahn '75, of Houston; Jack M. Kunkler
'78, of San Antonio.

Correction: In the last issue of SALLYPORT, we
mistakenly reported the death of Elizabeth
Everett Bridger '33 of Atlanta. We
apologize to Mrs. Bridger for our error, and
for any inconvenience that it might have
caused.

OWLMANAC Continued

Katherine Fischer Drew BA '44, MA '45 of
the Department of History at Rice. Professor
Drew has upheld for many years at Rice the
highest standards of teaching and scholarship.
As the single woman professor in the liberal
arts for some years, and one of few for
several additional years, she played a more
important role than have many faculty women
since in exemplifying for students the woman
in academics. She has, in the course of her
career, served as chairman of the Depart-
ment of History and editor of Rice University
Studies, and has been an important force in
the humanities at Rice. She has also been
active in her profession beyond the bound-
aries of the Rice campus, publishing impor-
tant studies in medieval history. She has been
both a Guggenheim and a Fulbright fellow.
While there is nothing highly dramatic or
unusual in this career - except perhaps the
continued insistence upon high standards - it
deserves commendation in any article de-
voted to a sampling of successful Rice
alumnae both on and off the campus.
Catharine Savage Brosman '55
Professor of French
Tulane University
New Orleans, La.
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CLASSNOTES. A letter we read recently gave us pause:"... when I read this month's
array of success stories, I suddenly felt a whole lot of pangs of fondness for a whole bunch of
old friends and cronies who never write in, like me. Maybe you haven't cared about reporting
on yourselves, or maybe you just don't have anything fancy to report, but I sure would like to
know what's happened in your lives. Those years have faded into a dream-like quality, and I
hate losing the reality of that most event-and change-packed part of my life. Are you really
real? Are you still out there kicking? Or are you, after all, figments of my imagination?"

Name  College Class 

Address ( new) 



Once again those long, hot,
summer days are not far off,
and Rice is offering a number
of ways for you to make them
cool and classy.

The Summer School for
High School Students offers
both credit and enrichment
(noncredit) courses. The Rice
Summer Program for college
undergraduates and degree
holders offers accredited
courses plus several special
courses and a study abroad
program. Make plans now for

you or your children to spend

some of those special summer
days at Rice.

Summer School for High
School Students

Enrichment courses  are
offered in art, basic skills
development, biology, chem-
istry, earth science, English,
French, Latin, mathematics,
physical education and rec-
reation, physical science, so-
cial sciences (history, politi-
cal science, psychology), and
Spanish, many of which in-
clude laboratory periods. They
are open to students in both
junior and senior high
schools, including those who
complete the sixth grade be-
fore June 1979. These class-
es meet for six weeks —
June 4-July 13.

Credit Courses are offered in

art, English, foreign lan-
guages, health education,
mathematics, physical edu-
cation, science, and social
studies. This five-week pro-
gram — June 4-July 6 offers
accelerated senior high
courses. Credit is issued by
Spring Branch Independent
School District, which co-
sponsors the courses with
Rice, but you may enroll re-
gardless of your school dis-
trict if you meet the prerequi-
sites and have not previously
taken the course. The credits
are transferable to your own
high school with prior ap-
proval from your counselor.
Call 527-4826 for application
and further information.

Summer Program '79

For college students,
Summer Program '79 
provides a high quality aca-
demic program for under-
graduates. It is open to qual-
ified applicants outside Rice,
both undergraduates and de-
gree holders, and to currently
enrolled Rice students.
Courses range from account-
ing to sociology. Call 527-4019
for complete information on
courses and application.
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