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Through June 27 Art Nouveau Show
Rice Museum, University Blvd. at
Stockton. Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, noon to 6 p.m.
Closed Mondays.

April 13 The 13th Annual Student Art
Show Preview Reception All art connois-
seurs and collectors are invited to browse
or buy. A cash bar will be open, and punch
and cookies will be served. 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., Sewall Gallery, ground floor, Sewall
Hall.

April 14-May 8 The 13th Annual Stu-
dent Art Show Sewall Gallery, ground
floor, Sewall Hall. Hours: weekdays, noon
to 5 p.m.

April 7th, 7:30 p.m. Je t'aime, je taime
(Renais); 8th, 12th, 7:30 & 10 p.m.
Loose Ends (Morris and Wozniak); 9th,
7:30 & 10 p.m. Mean Streets (Martin
Scorsese); Midnight, Truck stop Wom-
en; 10th, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Band of Out-
siders (Godard); 11th, 7:30 & 10 p.m.
Alphaville (Godard); 13th, 7:30 p.m. Salt

of the Earth (Herbert Biberman); 14th,

In this and succeeding Sallyports, Owlmanac's design reflects styles and activities of diffe-
rent periods in Rice's history. With an eye on the Institute's first eight years, 1912-1919,
we present here the April-May calendar. The Institute's original faculty members and
trustees are pictured above. L to R: W. F. Edwards, F. E. Johnson, L. Blayney, P.
Arbuckle, Pres. E. 0. Lovett, B. B. Rice, W. W. Watkin, E. Raphael, G. C. Evans, J. E.
McAshan, J. T. McCants, J. A. Baker, and H. A. Wilson.

7:30 p.m. Pather Panchali (Satyajit Ray);
15th, 8 p.m. Im Schatten Des Karakorum
(Schumacher); 16th, 7:30 & 10 p.m. The
Promised Land (Miguel Littin); 17th, 2
p.m. Three shorts: Night and Fog (Re-
nais); A Time for Burning and Why?; 8
p.m. All Quiet on the Western Front
(Lewis Milestone); 18th, 8 p.m. Shop on
Main Street (Jan Kadar); 20th, 7:30 & 10
p.m. Weekend (Godard); 21st, 7:30 p.m.
Underground films; 22nd, 7:30 & 10 p.m.
Two or Three Things I Know About Her
(Godard); 23rd, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Sym-
pathy for the Devil (Godard); 24th, 7:30
p.m. Student Academy Awards; Mid-
night, WR -Mysteries of the Or-
ganism(Dusan Makavejev); 25th, 7:30 &
10 p.m. Cousin Cousine (Jean-Charles
Tachella); 26th, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Con-
quest (Clarence Brown); 27th, 7:30 & 10
p.m. Ball of Fire (Howard Hawks); 28th,
7:30 & 10 p.m. Alice Adams (George
Stevens); 29th, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Sunset
Boulevard (Billy Wilder); 30th, 7:30 & 10
p.m. All About Eve (Mankievvicz).

May 1st, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Twentieth
Century (Howard Hawks); 2nd, 7:30 &
10 p.m. Semaine universitaire (Title of
film, provided by the French Embassy's
Cultural Services, to be announced.); 7, 8,
9th, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Is There Sex After
Death? (Jeanne and Alan Abel); 7, 8th,
Midnight Greaser's Palace.

April 8 "Personal Finance, Banking and
Credit." Speakers: E. Deane Kanaly,
President of Kanaly Trust Co., Coun-
selors in Finance and Trust; Judy C.
Bozeman, Counselor for Kanaly Trust Co.
The fifth in a series of "Survival Seminars"
presented by the Rice Alumni Association
Student-Alumni Liaison Committee. Ad-
mission is free. 7:30 p.m., Kyle Morrow
Room, Fondren Library.

April 12 "Was There an Art Nouveau Ar-
chitecture?" by Antonio de Souza Santos,
associate professor of architecture.

Admission is free. 8 p.m., Media Center
Auditorium.

April 15 "Residential Real Estate."
Speaker: Shirley Severin '57, Real Estate
Broker. The last in a series of "Survival
Seminars" presented by the Rice Alumni
Association Student-Alumni Liaison
Committee. Admission is free. 7:30 p.m.,
Kyle Morrow Room, Fondren Library.

April 19 "The Belgian Line and Art
Nouveau," by Martin Eidelberg, professor
of art history, Rutgers University. Ad-
mission is free. 8 p.m., Media Center
Auditorium.

All programs are sponsored by the
Shepherd School of Music and are free of
charge.

April 12 Early Music Consort of London.
The last of the 1975-76 Chamber Music
Series. 8:30 p.m., Hamman Hall.

April 14 Student recital. 8 p.m., Rice
Memorial Chapel.

April 20 Special concert. Drusilla
Huffmaster, piano; Werner Tripp, flute.
8:30 p.m., Harriman Hall.
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April 9 Baseball: University of Houstoil.
at Rice; 3 p.m. April 10 Baseball: Unt
versity of Houston, at Rice; 1 p.m. Tett
nis: SMU, at Dallas; 1:30 p.m. Track
TSU, at Rice; 2 p.m. April 12 Tennis
University of Texas, at Rice; 1:30 p.11k,
April 13 Baseball: Sam Houston State, a`
Rice; 1 p.m. April 16 Baseball: Unive
sity of Arkansas, at Arkansas; 3 p.0
April 17 Baseball: University of Arkafr
sas, at Arkansas; 1 p.m. Track: Bayld,
Invitation, at Waco. April 20 Basebal,;
Lamar, at Rice; 1 p.m. April 22 Tenni-
SWC Tournament, at Waco. Trad
McNeese All-Corners Meet, at Laio
Charles, La. April 23 Baseball: MO
Tech, at Rice; 3 p.m. Tennis: SWC Tour
nament, at Waco. Track: Pennsylvania F.
lays, at Philadelphia. April 24 Basebak
Texas Tech, at Rice; 1 p.m. Tennis: SO,
Tournament, at Waco. Track: PennsYL
vania Relays, at Philadelphia.
May 1 Track: Texas All-Comers Meet,
Austin. May 22 Track: SW C Outdo 
Meet, at Waco.
June 5 Track: NCAA Championships, 31
Philadelphia.
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April 5-10 Two One-Act Plays: Oat
Sea by Slowomir Mrozek and The Mar,
by Jean Genet. The Rice Players, 1-If
man Hall, 8 p.m. Admission: $1.50 with,
Rice I.D.; $3 for all others. Call 527-4V
for reservations.
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April 23, 24, 30 and May 1 An Eve' all
of One-Acts: The Doodlebug by DMA lel,
Pearson and A Pound On Demand, A
Irish play. Main Street Theater, At
House, 6265 Main St., 8 p.m. Admissil
$2.50 for adults; $1.50 for students. C
524-3168 for reservations.

May 13-15, 20-22 American Primitive,'
play by William Gibson. Main Street Thel,,
ter, Autry House, 6265 Main St., 8 IP'
Admission: $2.50 for adults; $1.50 for 5
dents. Call 524-3168 for reservations.
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June 9 -June 14 A Bicentennial Holi-
day! Tour the nation's capital for six days
this summer, visiting such landmarks
as the Capitol Building, the White House,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and
Mt. Vernon. The cost of $240 a person
includes airfare on an American Airlines
707 Astrojet, hotel accommodations,
Sightseeing costs, transfers and tips.
For more information, call the Alumni
Association Office at (713) 527-4057 or
write P.O. Box 1892, Houston 77001.

Is this Place Addictive?

Enclosed you will find a money order
made out to the Association of Rice
Alumni. This is sent to you in appreciation
of the Association's sending to me the
alumni newspaper although I am not a Rice
University graduate. Living in the bus-

area for many years, we attended
many functions and sports events at Rice.
Now, relocated here in the East, we still
wish to keep up with what is going on at
the school.

I hope the Alumni Association can
use the money and will continue to send us
news of our "adopted" school. Thanks a
lot from a friend of Rice.

J. M. Manusion
Northport, N.Y.

Father Knows Best
I received my November-December
SALLYPORT and must say that I am over-
whelmed with the billing you gave this
Rice alumnus. But then a good article de-
serves a prominent spot. Several people
have mentioned that they have read the
article and enjoyed it. People even tell me
that the photo is pretty good considering
What you had to work with.

One small correction - few will
notice and fewer will care, but just in case:
of the 130 faculty at St. Thomas, only 17
are Basilians; of the non-clerical faculty,
fewer than half are Catholics.
,._ It was a pleasure working with
Pauline Dessler, and I look forward to
Maintaining my contacts with the Rice
alumni.

Rev. Patrick 0. Braden, C.S.B. '44
Houston

,Lociking Back, with Gratitude
flack in 1916, when I matriculated at Rice
Institute, one could get to the campus in

only two ways: (1) by car, driving south on
Main Street (there was no Fannin Street
south of Eagle Avenue, where Sears is
now located), or (2) by shuttle car, which
one boarded at the corner of Eagle
and Fannin.

Just one long block east of the second
gate into Rice, students would get off the
shuttle car and take the Boardwalk over
the swampy terrain to Main Street. No
one had yet dreamed of Hermann Park,
much less the vast Texas Medical Center.
Rice was practically the end of the city.

I was lucky - I owned a tin buggy, a
five-passenger Ford Sedan. On leaving
classes I always took a carload of students
back to town with me. (I guess I wasn't a
very good businessman then because I
never charged for those rides.)

Rice was a small college  hut a very
good one - The Best. I followed a classi-
cal course of study which gave me a good
general education. I was well prepared to
face life, with all its problems, and feel that
as a result I was successful in all three of
the careers of my life.

Upon graduation in 1920 I began
teaching at the South End Junior High, one
of Houston's first two junior high schools.
I taught four classes of algebra and one of
Spanish. I was qualified and wanted to
teach German, having had three years of
German at Rice and four years of German
in high school. However, German was not
taught in Texas during those years im-
mediately following World War I, so I did
not stay with teaching very long.

Instead, I moved into the business
world. First I was a local salesman, then a
traveling salesman, then an executive with
a wholesale dry goods firm, and, finally, an
insurance agent. On January 20, 1976, I
celebrated my 48th anniversary as an
agent for the Pacific Mutual Life Insurance
Company.

After spending these many years
helping people to solve their personal,
business, and financial problems, I feel
that my efforts have not been in vain. It
has been a rewarding experience. I was
most gratified in 1972 to be named Pacific
Mutuars Man of the Year and to have
the Company grant a scholarship to Rice
in my honor.

I have also been active in community
and civic work. I have served in profes-
sional, religious, and philanthropic organi-
zations. In 1921 I married Libby Yellen of
Beaumont, and we had four children, two
of whom have gone to Rice.

As I approach the age of 78, I look
back with gratitude for the education
I received at Rice. I feel that without it
I might not have enjoyed this successful
and satisfying life.

Abram L. Geller '20
Houston

Those Root-a-Toot Girls
In response to the many inquiries
about the photograph of the Root-a-toot-
toot girls in the November-December
SALLYPORT.

The photograph was a publicity still for
Rice Nite, a musical variety show held
at the old City Auditorium in 1929 and
sponsored jointly by Rice students and
alumni. Costumes for the show were
not ready when the picture was taken, so
the girls wore whatever the director
could scrounge.

First in line in the photo, in the two-
piece fringe ouP5t, is Pat Hamilton '29.
Pat, who was one of the most popular girls
on campus, married Robert M. Gordon, Jr.
and has spend much of her time since
graduation bringing up three daughters,
one of whom is on the staff of TIME
magazine, another of whom is in law
school, and the third of whom is teaching
in Columbus, Ohio. The Gordons live
in Houston.

The barefoot Indian maiden in the
photo is Rowena MacLaughlin '31. A
member of Phi Beta Kappa, and voted
"Best All Around Girl" during her senior
year, Rowena married Houston attorney

George O'Brien John. She became executive
director of the English Speaking Union sev-
eral years after her husband's death in 1960
and held that position until ill health forced
her resignation last year. Mother of two,
Rowena John passed away on March 10 of
this year.

The third lady in line is Martha
Stewart, president of PALS and May
Queen of 1932. Martha and Rowena were
moving spirits in PALS, the Dramatic
Club, and several other campus activities.
Martha married Henry Lee Borden and
was prominent in Houston's social and cul-
tural life until her death in 1963. - Ed.

Editor, Stephen F. Barnhill, Assistant
Editor, Pauline Dessler, Design and
Production, The Drawing Room.

SALLYPORT is published bi-monthly by the
Association of Rice Alumni. Executive

Director, Carolyn H. Wallace '66,
Assistant Executive Director, Martha
C. Murphree.

Officers of the Association. President,
L. Henry Gissel, Jr. '58, Past President,
Walter P. Moore, Jr. '59, President-
Elect, Neal Lacey, Jr. '52, First Vice Pres-
ident, Evelyn Smith Murphy '43, Second
Vice President, Helen Belton Orman '60,
Treasurer, Steve Shaper '58.

Executive Board. Nancy Head Bowen
'58, Harry J. Chavanne '33, J. Thomas
Eubank, Jr. '51, Annette Gano Gragg '47,
Thomas B. Greene, III '71, Joyce Pounds
Hardy '45, Douglas S. Harlan '64, Leota
Meyer Hess '33, Albert N. Kidd '64,
William J. Mathias '58, G. Walter
McReynolds '65, Thomas McKittrick '56,
Marilyn Kinzer Moore '59, Paula Meredith
Mosle '52, Paul E. Pfeiffer '38, G. Holmes
Richter '26, Helen Saba Worden '38,
Patricia Grady Zumwalt '43.

Rice University Alumni Governors.
Richard A. Chapman '54, Catherine
Coburn Hannah '43, Frank B. Ryan '58,
Talbott Wilson '34.

The SALLYPORT is published bi-monthly
by The Association of Rice Alumni, a
non-profit organization with offices on the
campus of Rice University, and is sent
free to all Rice alumni in the United
States. 1976 by the Association of Rice
Alumni.

William Marsh Rice University admits
students of any race, color, and national or
ethnic origin.

Rice University's Sixty-Third Commencement will be held on Saturday, May 8 at
7 p.m. on the East Lawn, in front of Lovett Hall.
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A
FAMILY
AFFAIR

E
lwyn L. Simons '53 is a family man. He
is a Simons family man, that's obvious.
He is also the living authority of the
family and only last year published his

lengthy (277 pps.) chronicle, A SIMONS FAMILY
HISTORY: IN EUROPE AND AMERICA.

Elwyn Simons is also a Rice family man.
He grew up only two blocks from the Rice
campus, where his father, Verne Simons,
Emeritus Professor of Accounting, taught for
40 years. Professor and Mrs. Simons live
today in the house where Elwyn and his
brother, Herbert Simons '57, were reared.

But Elwyn Simons's family interests
extend back further, 10, 20 million years back
into the long, dark corridor of man's evolu-
tionary history. Elwyn Simons is one of
the world's eminent primate paleontologists.
His work, as he describes it, is to strike
lights at several points along this dark corri-
dor so that the course of evolution might be
better understood.

Elwyn Simons is a Human Family Man.
The story began on the sand bars of the

San Jacinto River and the banks of Braes
Bayou, where, when a boy, Elwyn Simons
loved the excitement of hunting fossils,
elephant teeth and fragments of giant sloth
bones. He brought this interest with him to
Rice in 1949.

The Institute had neither a department
of geology nor a department of anthropology,
so, while nurturing the young man's interest
in fossil study, Simons's professors arranged

for him a joint major in biology and zoology.
Simons thus gained solid knowledge of the life
sciences which, even today, distinguishes
him from the majority of his colleagues. In
addition, he says, it provided him with a valu-
able perspective:

"The bulk of the people studying fossils
were not studying them with an eye for their
having ever been living things. It was tradi-
tional that geology majors went into paleon-
tology, and they were not well trained in the
life cycles or ecology of the extinct animals."

Simons began his serious study of fossil
mammals as a junior fellow in biology at
Princeton in 1953. His doctoral dissertation
(1959) focused attention on the life and life
circumstances (paleobiology and paleoecol-
ogy) of Panadont, a warm-blooded, hippo-
like beast which once roamed an area of the
Western United States.

The Princeton dissertation was fun,
Simon says, but very academic, since Pana-
dont has no living relatives. It was a Marshall
Scholarship awarded Simons upon graduation
from Princeton which allowed him to direct
his energy and extraordinary intellect into
work of more general interest — the history
of Hominidae, the taxonomic family of man.

A
t University College, Oxford, Simons
worked with many of the pioneers in
the study of human evolution. When he
returned to the US in 1958, he brought

with him a second PhD and direct knowledge
of virtually all extinct monkeys and apes.

After teaching stints at Penn and Prince-
ton, Simons settled at Yale in 1960. During
the next eight years original discoveries made
on expeditions into Africa placed the name
Elwyn Simons indelibly into the annals of the
study of evolution.

For more than half a century virtually all
consideration of man's initial ancestry, and
that of the apes, had been based on the frag-
mentary evidence of parts of four lower jaws
found in Egypt. The Simons-led Yale expedi-
tions to the Fayum Badlands, 60 miles
southwest of Cairo, increased 100-fold the
number of specimens from the Oligocene
period, 25-35 million years ago, and included
the discovery of a near-complete cranium be-
tween 26 and 28 million years old. In the
years since the Egyptian expeditions Simons
has led scientific forays into Northern India,

Iran, Spain, and Kenya. A 1976 recipient of a
Senior US Scientist Award from the Alexan-
der Von Humboldt Foundation, he is cur-
rently at work in Germany, on leave from his
duties as professor of geology and head of the
division of vertebrate paleontology at Yale's
Peobody Museum.

Simons's 99 publications show that his
interests include the very earliest primates,
which lived 60 or 70 million years ago, as well
as the primitive humans, which lived a
"mere" one or two million years ago. But
most of his recent field work and research has
dealt with a creature — "my little critter,"
Simons calls it — named Ramapithecus.

Elwyn Simons's in-
terests extend back
10,20 million years
into the dark corri-
dor of man's evolu-
tionary history.
Simons is a family
man — a Human
Family man.

Elwyn Simons is probably Vie world's
foremost authority on this human relative
which is known to have lived in India, Africa,
and Southern Europe between 10 and 15 mil-
lion years ago. Dentition of Ramapithecus
suggests that its feeding habits and manner of
social interaction had already shifted toward
those of Austrolopithecus, the later (10 to 12
million years later) primate which walked up-
right and made primitive tools. The cranium
of Ramapithecus was about the size of a adult
pygmy chimpanzee. And, if its head was large
compared to its body (as is the case with Au-
strolopithecus and the later hominids), then it
probably was only three to four feet tall when
standing erect.

Recent Ramapithecus finds in Hungary
will be the subject of Simons's study while he
is in Europe this year. Another find, near
Ankara, will also be examined.

In Europe, as in the US, the work a
Elwyn Simons is a family affair. Friderun
(Ankel), his wife, holds a PhD in marine bia'
logy and is a veteran of extensive post,
doctoral work in physical anthropology. "Our
two fields of expertise touch without overlap
ping," she explains. "I am strong in the livin
primates and my husband is strong in th
dead ones!"

The Simonses have for several yeara
spent the summer months on fossil digs in the
Bighorn Basin, Wyoming, accompanied b
their son, David. Doubtless, as soon as infant
Cornelia is old enough, she will join in, too
The entire family is excited by Elwyn
Simons's work, full, as it is, of discoveries11
but none is as excited as Elwyn Simons
himself:

"It's amazing to realize it, but I can tell you
anything you'd possibly want to know about

the ancestry of the horse — going back 70
million years! And there are other groups,
the camel, the pig, for which I can document
completely every succeeding stage of evolu-
tion. But with man I cannot.

"Evolutionists used to have a field day
with this, saying that there aren't any fossils
because man was put here by God at some
later time. There are enough fossils in Africa
alone to keep me from accepting that view.
Still, fossils of man's ancestors are relativel
scarce."

0
 ne reason for the scarcity was the ant
mals' intelligence, says Simons. "The
were probably too clever — even mil
lions of years ago they would hay

been the smartest creatures on earth — t
blunder into mass death catastrophes, as
whole herd of three-toed horses might blun
der into a quicksand stretch and all be en
tombed at once. The primitive primate
never did anything like this. .As a paleon
tologist, I really wish they had!

"And the primates had no good bu
habits. I do not know when the first bu
was, maybe 300,000 years ago, but it is 3-
trivial age.

"More directly, though, the fossils I
search for are rare because, in primitive cir-
cumstances, the humans and pre-humans
were rare. They lived in a balance with their
environment. They survived, but they did not
overpopulate."

Simons's life work gives him a most 111-
teresting perspective on the present, and the

future. He has guarded optimism for the

human family. Most men and women view'
today's world as one of rapid change; but the

full personal relevance of this is perhaps not
understood until one realizes that his or her
ancestors roamed the warmer regions 01
earth with only crude tools for three million
years — three million years with a virtuallY
static living style. "It is no wonder that we all
seek quieter, less stressful conditions, and
that we frequently look for these in the parks,
the woods and forests," says Simons.

"We cannot very well start living in con'
crete jungles without missing something
which is important, maybe necessary, to our
physical and psychological health. The needs
are built into the fabric."

In Simons's own future there are, n°
doubt, further discoveries and more awards
like the 1973 Annandale Memorial Medal he
received from the Asiatic Society of Calcutta
for his contributions to the understanding Of
human evolution in Asia. About his past, hil
Rice past, he says: "During my life I have had
the great opportunity of working with all the
great men and women studying the evolution
of man; I have been fortunate to have
traveled all over the world and to have
worked at 20 or 30 universities. And I have
always been satisfied with my Rice education'
I've never been embarrassed thinking I 
should know something that I didn't. Rice is 

aI

very remarkable place and always has been..
"I was, I must admit, very fortunate, If'

that the influential faculty members whn
shaped my education were also family friend5
—'Doc' Joe Davies, Edgar Altenberg, pro'
fessor Wilson, George Williams, and others.
If my writing is acceptable I give the credit to
George Williams. And of course George is ail
ornothologist and has lots of biological In:
terests. I used to go on Christmas bird count a iwith him. I have many satisfying memorie . p

•IIabout Rice — for me, it was truly a farnilY ' 
affair." — Steve Barnhill

ILLUSTRATION BY KIRSTEN SOPERLI'.
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Rebecca Greene felt "burned out" in late
1974. She had a Rice BA ('72) in
French, and three-quarters of her
masters in drama from the University

uf Tennessee at Knoxville, but, she said, "I
c°uldn't see past the next assignment. I
wasn't bringing as much out of my work as I
was putting in." So she returned to Houston.
, Autry House was also "run down" in
'974. Funding for promised renovation work

as pending: "We were packed and ready to
i... ave a year and a half before work started."
t:roblems went deeper than that, however.
4, utrY's early function as a Rice meeting place
uad been taken over by on-campus facilities,
d its later role as a center for student ac-

Was ending with the war in Vietnam.
It would be natural for Rebecca Greene,

a Rice person, and Autry House to find new
141rPoses and direction together. The house

has served the University's people for fifty-
five years. And, through all that time, Rice
people have made the work of Autry House
their own. The two go hand in hand. That's
the way it's always been.

Rice President Edgar Odell Lovett
helped lay the cornerstone for the Autry
House in June, 1921. The ceremony im-
mediately followed the sixth Baccalaureate;
many of the participants kept on their cere-
monial robes for the dedication service by the
Rev. Harris Masterson. From the beginning
it was the students' hall: two of the Autrys
were Rice undergraduates.

Autry House in its early years was
Rice's student center. It held the cafeteria,
and a soda fountain manned by students dur-
ing the day. As one graduate of the era
remembers, "It was the only place we had
between classes, where you could sit

down." Mrs. Eugene Blake was mother of
the house. "She would smell the breath of
the boys, and look to see that the girls
didn't sway when they walked in.,, She had
good reason to check: it was Prohibition.

Autry House was also the early center
for Rice dramatics. The Institute's first plays
were performed on its stage. Some were
more successful than others. Professor
Emeritus G. Holmes Richter '26 recalls one
effort that went awry. "Our Italian 300 class
was assigned an original play. The professor
invited the entire Italian community of
Houston, it seemed, to the performance.
Whenever one of us would come onstage to
read his lines, there would be howls of laugh-
ter at our pronunciation. It was one of my
most embarrassing moments at Rice."

Autry House's contents are the mem-
ories of those who called it a home away

from home in those early years. The House
held the school's dances, and teas given by
the literary societies. Autry House took on
every fad, including the colossal bridge tour-
naments of the mid '30s, when the game was
new. Autry House and the Institute became
synonymous to the point that many Texans
thought Rice was an Episcopalian school.
"There was some thought here that the
church had been a baleful influence on scien-
tific research. But," adds Fr. John Worrell,
the House's present director, "Rice was de-
lighted to have us exert a moral influence on
the young people."

Over the years, as the campus and
Houston grew, Rice students went back be-
hind the hedges for social contact which went
beyond anything that could have occurred
under the watchful eyes of Mrs. Blake.
"Technology took away much of the fear of

5



sex and other frowned-on activities. We at
Autry House were left to talk about rather
than enforce morality, and we'd forgotten
how. Good behavior had to become the sec-
ond priority of the church."

The Vietnam era marked a renaissance
in Autry House's role as an undergraduate
rallying point. "We became a center for free
discussion and gatherings. There was an all-
night vigil held here as a war protest." But
the activism of those years left with the
seventies, and Fr. Worrell admits that "those
days were an aberration. Students are more
introspective now."

T
he attendance at weekend coffee-
houses is small today. It "ranges
from your basic handful to as many as
thirty or forty." Lunch is still served;

"up to 100 eat here on Fridays," says Wor-
rell, "for we still serve our delicious shrimp
6
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gumbo," but the faces are different. Daytime
visitors are more likely to come from the bur-
geoning Texas Medical Center, where the
student population rivals Rice's own. The
road that once ran from Autry House through
the campus has been closed off. It had be-
come a commuter route for the Medical
Center. The open space of the campus con-
trasts with the city outside, and heightens
the isolation.

Rebecca Greene left Rice in 1972 and
admits that as an undergraduate her contacts
with Autry House were limited. "Theater
people knew the place as the home of Play-
wright's Showcase, a community group.
Perhaps some students at Lovett, the college
directly across the street from the House,
went over, but few others did." But two
years ago, when Greene returned to Hous-
ton, she had to find employment, and Autry

House was looking for a part-time secretary.

"It was an ideal situation," she says now, "not
that I'd want to answer phones and type all

my life, but it's a good expedient. Main Street
Theater gets most of my time, anyway."

The idea of a theater group for Autry

House began to take shape soon after Greene
returned, when the House decided to spon-
sor poetry readings, hoping to increase at-
tendance at its weekly coffeehouses. In
January, 1975, Greene and others planned
readings of T. S. Eliot's "The Waste Land"
and "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock."

"We didn't know if anyone would show up,
but over 120 people did, for three perfor-
mances. There must be a lot of Eliot lovers
out there." In June, as the long-awaited
renovation was finally begun, Main Street
Theater was officially launched, drawing
much of its manpower, and audience, from

Rice. That's a tradition as old as AutrY
House itself.

Rice Players alumni formed the initial
core group for the Theater, although "our
membership is now pretty well divided be-
tween students and non-students. There's an
underground of actors and actresses who
move from community theater to communal
theater here. Students from St. Thomas and
the University of Houston also help out." The
organization of the Theater comes directlY
from the Players, revolving around a looselY
organized Board of Coordinators. The two
groups often interact; Greene directed a re-
cent Players production of Tom Stoppard'a
"Jumpers," and former Players director
Donald Bayne '71 directed the Theater's own
"Promenade."

One departure from the more simplY
staged works of T. S. Eliot, whose plays fort"
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4‘‘, special part of the group's repertoire,
oa,s, Performed on the Autry House stage. In
iiiober, Doug Kilgore '72 brought his
10-acclaimed Austin production of "Hello,

to the House, where its three
°rmances were sellouts. "Hamlet,"

a 8141likely combination of Shakespeare and
c„ roadway musical, was written by Georgeeanias ,69.

Were early 1976 renovations of the House
Rail  Complete. Office space was added up-

the walls were given a new, white
s'qtrster coat. A new kiosk looks out on Main
raneet, and all the space has been rear-

But the main hall, familiar to every
th;t 

c 
4late of Rice from Autry's founding until

and iionstruction of the Rice Memorial Center
.„anunan Hall, remains the same.

tile march evenings the Main Street Theater
rit rehearsing T.S. Eliot's "The Con-
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fidential Clerk." Fr. John Worrell, playing Sir
Claude, took direction from Rebecca Greene.
The"stage"was a portion of floor bounded by
chairs. The regular stage stood empty a few
feet away, because says Greene, "the acous-
tics are bad. And there's not enough room
there to put on a large production. Besides,
the use of a stage implies a separation from
the audience, and we want to avoid that."

The theater group tries to spend as little
time in rehearsal as possible. "We do plays in
five-week cycles. While one is going on, we
have to be thinking about the next one. We
run each play over two weekends, which still
gives us a maximum audience of less than
1,000 people." Admission for most of the
shows is $2.50, but students are offered a
$1.00 discount.

Immediate plans call for an inevitable
bicentennial tribute, in this case William Gib-

•
Aunty HousE?

By Dana Blankenhorn '77

try House as
taken on ve ad,
includin the cJ1osJ
sal bride tou
ments f the 30 d
the student actiLf m
of the 60s. The times,
the names, the faces
change; Autry House
carries on.

son's "American Primitive," an ensemble
piece of the letters of John and Abigail
Adams. "We look back on the period as a fairy
story with a happy ending, but Gibson's point
is one of uncertainty and fear — they didn't
know if the Revolution would turn out all
right."

The future of Main Street Theater looks
bright to its director, who feels at home in
Autry House's comfortable surroundings. "I
want to bring Main Street Theater along to
the point of qualifying for grants and so on. I'd
also like to be able to pay the actors some-
thing, but right now our budget is too small
for that. 'Professional' is a kind of high falutin'
word, but that's really what we'd like Autry
House to become."

The sounds around the Autry House are
different from those heard when it opened its
doors fifty-five years ago. Then, a single

streetcar line served the campus, which was
"out of town" for all practical purposes. To-
day, wide boulevards have replaced the dirt
roads, and the sirens of ambulances rushing
to the Medical Center have replaced the quiet
of long ago. Autry House is now quite obvi-
ously off-campus, but "we always understood
that: in order to perform our mission, we had
to provide a place where students could
contact people outside the hedges.," says
Worrell.

On any Friday noon, an orderly line still
forms for Autry House's shrimp gumbo, now
$2.00 a bowl. At some tables, bridge decks
still appear. The faces of the people are older,
and it takes a force of will to shut out the city
sounds which are all around. But here, the
day's cares lift for a time. The food is nourish-
ing. The times, the names, the faces change;
Autry House carries on.

7



SALLYPORT MARCH-APRIL

L
ike other social institutions in a democ-
racy, the liberal arts are always under
duress. In the past they were posed
against ignorance; later, against com-

peting kinds of knowledge. In this century the
adversary has been perceived to be mass
education, general and scientific education —
and now vocational training. It may be useful
to examine some of the working principals of
the liberal arts; evolution, after all, is a matter
of internal adaptation, and few species have
disappeared because of their natural enemies.
The liberal arts began as necessities. The

study of language, from which they derive,
was essential to conduct medieval civilization
and its urban industrial commerce. But that
commerce and the new social life associated
with it required several kinds of literacy.
Accordingly, mathematics and language
assumed intense importance.

With the coming of the Renaissance the
liberal arts were enlarged. This too was
utilitarian. Scholars like Erasmus were more
interested in obtaining a reliable text of the
Bible and an accurate record of secular his-
tory than they were in conforming to our later
expectations about Renaissance man. A new
middle class had to be trained to exercise
political power, [and this] could not be done
without assimilating the values and style of
literacy.

In a later age the canon of the liberal arts
was expanded by Swift, Gibbon, Adam Smith,
Hume, Locke, and Dr. Johnson — we now
call their work the social sciences. For these
men humanistic knowledge was presumed in-
herently to affect matters of state. As the
centuries went on the liberal arts accumu-
lated new subjects, but even in modern times
they have been supposed, and with good
reason, to be related to public life.

The common expectation now is that the
liberal arts have no special claim to merely
educational purposes. They are bound, for
example, to offer courses in Black and
Chicano studies, in the history of women, in
subjects which tend to mobilize political as
well as cultural feelings. The curriculum itself
has political valency: courses may be distri-
buted according to taste, style, necessity or
platform of constituencies able to enforce
their ideas by paid attendance or moral pres-
sure. A university allows education to
conform to constituent interests.

If the liberal arts have no special identi-
ty, if they are in fact hospitable to constituent
interest, then there is no ground for them to
be more restrictive toward career or voca-
tional education than they have been to other
forms of cultural politics. The university has
become an intellectual conglomerate. Any
large university will now have entire divisions
—Physical Education, Nursing, Design —
that respond to the public interest. One
wonders, however, if they belong in the
same institution.

It is something of an anomaly that the
university came to be perceived as a home for
all vocations. There is in this country no
counterpart to the alternative institutions of
Europe and the Soviet Union because the
decision has been so often made to incor-
porate rather than differentiate education.
Many small colleges have retained their con-
centration on the traditional subjects and
assumptions of the liberal arts — but
modern education no longer takes place in
small colleges. The large universities,
supported by state or local government,
determine the course of training for most
people. These universities prefer a conglom-
erate structure because of its political and
financial benefits.

There is no question about the utility of
the job they perform. Communities need the
technical and social services whose training is
provided by the campus. And the university
needs the funds brought in from the state.
Our educational history suggests that the
liberal arts must exist with career and voca-
tional training. It also suggests that there are
limits.

The liberal arts education is a matter of

Ronald Berman, chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities, was the key-
note speaker for the 1976 Rice Convocation,
February 4. Sallyport is pleased to present here
the text of his address, edited slightly to con-
form to our space limitations.
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social class. To a certain degree it determines
status — and it is certainly a matter of style.
This is not to say that the study of the classics
both enobles and enriches. But the study of
history is a preparation for middle class poli-
tics, and language allows its articulation.

What one might call discretionary know-
ledge is a major part of middle class aspira-
tion. It concerns public relationships, like
politics, and private ones, which express the
connection of the middle class to all the vari-
ous ideas and structures of their culture.
After economic survival the mind concerns
itself with this kind of knowledge. It is
employed by the mind upon itself: it is
concerned with individual identity, with
one's relation to society and the world. The
creation of literacy means that some
industries, like publishing, become inde-
pendent on the choice of the literate
imagination. The creation of taste means
that enormous public ventures, like Lincoln
Center or the Metropolitan Museum, become
dependent on middle class approval measured
by taxation and attendance. In short, the
middle class may be trained for one or
another occupation. But virtually all insti-
tutions dependent on taste or style or literacy
depend on the discretionary knowledge of the

„
middle class; and that knowledge is not
supplied by vocational training.

It should, I think, be recognized that the
school has for the middle class taken on many
of the values and meanings of older institu-
tions. Like the church, it confers values. Like
the club, it offers social definition. Like the

guild, it offers professional recognition. The

university is the temple of the middle class,

and it offers a necessary kind of transcend-
ence. The liberal arts speak to the self-

conception of a class in terms of its history,

literature and philosophy. And it is in these

terms that culture exists.

There is afoot an
almost continual
revolution in profes-
sional opportunities.
It is unlikely that the
universities can keep
up with the changing
marketplace.

/

././ ; ------ :_z;T -

he assumptions that career training
brings to a university are more far
reaching than may at first be noticed,
One assumption is that the universitY

is the right place to locate professional and
vocational training. Another is that emploY'
ment and training for it can be controlled bY
planning rather than by the marketplace. But
we might well consider certain economic
facts.

American farms are worked by Mexicali
labor; our restaurants are serviced b);
Indonesians; our urban hospitals are staffe'
by Pakistani doctors. This is not wholly t)e'
cause conditions are so bad in other countries
that emigrants resort to every device, includ'
ing illegal entry, to work in the United States'
It is, in part, because the United States, lil‘e
other affluent democracies of the West, 10
made a series of unconscious decisions about
employment. Employment is satisfactor)
when it is perceived as equivalent to a living
wage; surpassing the amounts provided 111:
welfare payments; equalling a union scale,'
This tends to raise expectations about
employment and to leave vacant each yd
several million jobs.

Career education does not recogniz,e
these jobs, although some are well paid altu

ILLUSTRATION By CHARLES HIVeLl
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some are highly responsible, because they do
not conform to the common expectation
about the nature of work. They strike Ameri-
cans as either physically or psychologically
demeaning. The relationship of education to
unemployment is more complicated than
we think.

There are at present certain widespread
assumptions about work and preparation
for it: 1) Everyone has a right to higher
education; 2) Unemployment is caused by
In. sufficient planning or regulation; 3) All
Jobs are institutionalized and offer benefits
like retirement and hospitalization auto-
matically; and 4) There is an inexorable chain
of experience which proceeds from the BA
through the PhD to professional fulfillment.
TbeY are not moral fallacies — they indicate
a degree of idealism, in fact — but they may
be fallacies in terms of economic reality.
, The best example comes from Academe
itself. In the period from Sputnik to the be-
ginning of the 1970s graduate education in the
United States expanded almost exponentially.
Literally thousands of people were brought
into academic life. But this growth could
not be sustained. The result was over-
production, and a consequent depression,
both material and psychological. It is now al-
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leged that the US will not require graduate
teachers and researchers in many liberal arts
fields until after 1990.

This is one way in which career training
has failed, even though that training had been
almost entirely concerned with the university
itself. The universities have been unable to
predict a reliable rate of growth for their own
profession; it doesn't appear likely that they
will succeed with others.

The relationship of courses to the out-
side world is now more agitated than the issue
of university life itself. About two years ago
students rushed in droves to the applied pro-
fessions. Law schools and medical schools
were besieged because careers in teaching
and research were plainly out of the reach of
the average and marginal applicant. Depart-
ments of history and literature were depleted
by the rush to the para-professional fields.
The humanities in general lost a great deal of
support money, with a consequent loss in
campus influence.

If this kind of dislocation happens once in
a decade, it may be manageable; but there is
now afoot an almost continuous revolution in
professional opportunities; and it is unlikely
that universities can keep up with the
psychological demands, not to speak of the

changing marketplace. The WALL STREET JOUR-
NAL has recently observed that students,
whose contempt of the corporate world was
once commonplace, are now rushing out of
professional training and into the business
schools. The jobs are now in the world of
business — which among other things means
that those universities which a few years ago
geared their students first to advanced de-
gree and then to professional degrees may
find that neither offers a suitable option.

he marketplace may have some sur-
prises in store for those who believe
they can anticipate its movement. If,
for example, a university were to insti-

tute career training in the manufacture of
widgets, it might do so first by intensive
capitalization, buying tons of deadweight
machinery provided by crisis funds from the
state. A lot of this would be audiovisual, in-
novative and, if possible, ethnic. Second, the
university would probably have to curtail reg-
ular expenses — hence, regular functions —
in order to bring in a cadre of experts on the
manufacture of widgets. Next, an administra-
tion with deans in Widget Counseling, af-
firmative widgeting, sexual and racial widget
equalization. After intensive recruiting and
training for careers the BA in Applied
Widgetry would be offered. But there re-
mains one further act in the scenario. The
widget market finds sales affected by the ap-
pearance of other even more useful
mechanisms: the rush is on from widgets to
gidgets. The bottom drops out of stocks and
university programs. The administration is
left to puzzle unhappily over the loss of stu-
dents and the unloved presence on campus of
an obsolete technology. The lesson — if any
— in this parable is that universities cannot
hope to stay ahead of market demand. Com-
panies that try and fail go out of business; for
the university that really would be dying not
with a bang but a whimper.

We ought to decide first what the
reasons for education are: whether to keep
people from the ages of seventeen through
thirty off the employment market; to instill
middle class values; to prepare students di-
rectly in the nature and techniques of labor;
to encourage personal development; or sim-
ply to attract funds to the university.

If the social problem is that there are too
few jobs then there are also alternatives. The
first is the military service, the second
domestic public service. Military service has
two advantages: it distributes the social costs
of defense equitably among individuals, and it
allows for communication between civilian
and military. The contingent benefits are the
training it confers, the time for reflection it
allows, and the experience it offers. My own
vita indicates that I went from Harvard Col-
lege to Yale Graduate School, from sociology
to literature. But that is only an abstract way
of saying that after college I enrolled at the
Harvard Law School for want of something
better to do: I was prevented from attending
by an invitation to join the Korean War; dur-
ing that war I became interested in literature;
after it I went into teaching.

As for domestic public service, we do
that badly. It might allow the renovation of
our communities by those idealistic enough to
perform the altruistic tasks of caring for the
aged or poor, and Spartan enough to lead for
a few years a life of hard work for low pay.
Most social improvement (and physical im-
provement or maintenance) is prohibitively
expensive — hence usefully performed by
those whose labor costs are minimal. Since
that is precisely the kind of work needed in
most cities, it might follow that young people
before college constitute a natural public
working force.

Career training is
fine within limits,
but the highest form
of practicality is the
education that
provides for more
than one social con-
dition.

There is of course the marketplace it-
self, which is as much a set of opportunities
as it is a set of restraints. In the first place it
indicates new vocations. And in the second it
indicates (as in the case of the surplus PhD)
the limits of demand. Before programs are
designed it is probably wise to see how the
marketplace can work its unassisted way.
Perhaps it is now suggesting that marginal
students — and programs and institutions —
can have only marginal expectations.

There has been very little done with al-
ternative institutions although they are the
pride of many European countries. The Royal
Academy of Dramatic Arts is able to ac-
complish for British society what nothing
here is able to accomplish for our own. In-
stead of proliferation — the imitation of the
university by the state college or teaching
school or junior college — there should cer-
tainly be differentiation. For example, it
makes economic sense to create jobs that are
high-paying, in demand, and which confer
upon the individual a real degree of expertise.
But there is little training in artisanship, al-
though cabinet work is both an industrial and
an art form. Restoration and design are
everywhere needed — but dying out because
of insufficient apprenticeship. Our most
common alternative institution, the summer
vacation, has not been widely used to connect
education with career training.

In brief, before education is changed, we
might think how it can be chosen.

T
he integrity of the liberal arts were
best defended about a hundred years
ago. What I take to be the most intelli-
gent essay on university education is

that of Cardinal Newman, who wrote that the
end of a liberal or university education cannot
be divided from knowledge itself. Knowl-
edge, he said, is capable of being its own end
— which is in no way a paradox. Newman
was concerned with the creation of intelli-
gence, which he understood to be the basis
for any future learning or technical sophistica-
tion. He suggested that the utilitarian advan-
tages of this concept almost equalled its moral
advantages. In training our intelligence we
satisfy what appears to be the most
direct need of human nature; and indeed we
fashion that nature in precisely the way
suggested by evolution. And as for utility, the
pursuit of disinterested knowledge first
makes it possible to achieve practical ben-
efits. It ought then not be suggested that
disinterested education is impractical educa-
tion. It is less a necessity for us than, as I
have suggested, it was for the Middle Ages.
A gymnasium prepares the body for action. It
understands that the body is self-justifying.
What a university does is prepare people for
thinking. It views the mind as a resource
rather than as a mechanism.

The technological world has made a ter-
rible promise to all who live in it. It has raised
us all to a common level of expectation.
Perhaps what we now need is not an antidote
to hope but some realistic way of participating
in material life, and a realistic way of asses-
sing that life. That cannot be done if education
becomes part of production, because criti-
cism is an act made possible by indepen-
dence. The task pretty clearly is to construct
a system in which different parts cooperate,
rather than to give up at the start and make
them all the same. For that too we have a
useful metaphor in evolution, in which the
most complex and successful forms of life
hold everything together in a natural balance.

A society needs different kinds of knowl-
edge — the forms of life that have become
extinct never knew more than a single thing.
The dinosaur was trained for a single neces-
sity — its fate is now called obsolescence.
The highest form of practicality is the educa-
tion that provides for more than one social
condition.

Career training is fine within limits, but
there are more things than are dreamed of in
its philosophy. It depends after all on the
existence of careers, and these have a life
span shorter than our own.

The job of education is to improve the
mind, not to subdue it to economic
circumstances. Education, then, as a matter
almost of definition, must rise above the
temptation to fit itself to some other
condition. That is as good for the marketplace
as it is for the mind.

9
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TUNING IN
GALACTIC
HARMONIES
By Dr. Raymond J. Talbot, Jr.
As twixt the poles, with lesser lights and great
Patterned, the Galaxy so whitely glows
That thereof sages question and debate.
Dante
Paradisio

I
magne it. Our Galaxy is so large (and
we, so small) that if we could construct
a scale model of the Milky Way with its
diameter equal to that of the planet we

live on, the Earth within the model would
barely be detectable by even the most power-
ful optical microscope. Earth would be about
one-fifth the size of an average bacterium!

It is remarkable, then, that an as-
tronomer today can speak about the shapes
and components of other galaxies, all hun-
dreds of thousands of light years away
from ours.

But it is more remarkable that we can
speak intelligently about ours. For we cannot
put our eyes to our telescopes to view it. And
our Milky Way is indeed spectacular.

The face-on view is similar to that
shown in Figure 1. right. The black and white
photograph reveals only a portion of the
grandeur. In full color, the central region is
red, and the blobs visible in the swirling, spi-
ral pattern are blue-white with scattered
blood-red patches. Too faint to show here is
an extension of the red central region beyond
the outermost parts of the spiral structure.
The faint red disk is smooth with little hint of
the striking spiral.

The central red light is produced by
stars which used to be very similar to the Sun
(which is yellow), but which are now in the

A portion of the research program in as-
trophysics in the Department of Space Physics
and Astronomy consists of theoretical computa-
tions and observational work on the structure
and evolution of galaxies. Some of the back-
ground and problems of current interest are
described in the accompanying article by Pro-
fessor Talbot.

One purpose of the computational work by
Professor Talbot is to provide a mathematical
description of how the distribution of rotational
velocities of the gas and stars in a galaxy will
influence the formation of new stars from the
gas. A second goal is to study how the short-
lived, hot, bright stars act upon the gas. These
stars are the markers which outline the spiral
structure which dominates the appearance of
many galaxies.

These bright stars are also the ones which
convert hydrogen and helium into carbon,
oxygen, and all other elements from which we
are composed. The computations of the details
of that process is one of the specialities of
Professor Clayton of the Space Physics and
Astronomy Department

Professor Dufour, who recently joined the
faculty, specializes in the determination of the
chemical abundances of the interstellar gas
heated by these stars and the remnant gas
shells produced by their explosions. Through
these observations it is possible to check the
theoretical computations of Professors Clayton
and Talbot. So far Professor Dufour's observa-
tional work has been performed at national ob-
servatory facilities in Arizona and Chile.

In June of this year Professors Talbot and
Dufour will begin a joint observing program at
the Cerro Tololo Interamerican Observatopy in
Chile. This will begin to mesh together the
computational work on models of galaxies and
theories of star formation, the observed proper-
ties of the gas heated by short-lived, hot, bright
stars, and the theoretical and observational as-
pects of the changes in the chemical composition
of galaxies. — Ed.
10

last stages of their lives. As stars like the Sun
approach their ends they expand greatly (the
Sun will engulf the Earth when this occurs
five billion years from now) and get much
brighter. In the final few percent of their
lives, they are 100 to 10,000 times brighter
than the Sun. Because these dying stars are
so bright, they dominate the appearance of
the system. Completely overwhelmed are
more than 10 times as many stars which, like
our Sun, still inconspicuously "burn" hydro-
gen into helium at a moderate rate and with
relatively low luminosity.

Analysis of the blue-white blobs shows
that they are composed of very bright, very
hot stars, between five and 50 times as mas-
sive as the Sun. Their greater gravity causes
them to burn hydrogen at higher tempera-
tures and faster rates. Consequently, each is
as bright or brighter than a low-mass star
during even its final blaze of glory.

The occasional red patches are always
near blue-white stars. The red light is pro-
duced by nebulous clouds of hot, ionized
hydrogen — only some 10 to 10,000 protons
and electrons per cubic centimeter. (This is
about one million billion times more rarified
than the atmosphere we breathe.) The glow
is due to their very high temperature,
reached only because of the clouds' proximity
to the blue-white stars.

Close examination of the face-on view
reveals filamentary regions of dark material.
This is more explicitly shown from the
edge-on perspective of Figure 2. This view
also shows the overall structure of the sys-
tem — a central, more-or-less spheroidal
region embedded in a flattened disk. It's
very similar to the shapes of reported flying
saucers!

It was only 50 years ago that astronom-
ers proved that we are in such an expansive
disk-shaped system. Only 20 years ago did
they prove that the Milky Way has a spiral
structure. The technology of radio astronomy

was required to substantiate as truth what
had been speculation for 100 years.

It was speculation because, from our
position within it, we could not sufficiently
observe our galaxy with visible light; we were
troubled by having to peer through thick dust
clouds. Instead, we examined other galaxies.
Today we "see" the Milky Way with radio
waves which penetrate the dust. Before the
advent of radio astronomy, it was rather like
trying to determine your own facial appear-
ance by observing other faces. It can fool
you. There is a great variety.

Figure 3 is a sampling of shapes observed
and classified as spiral galaxies. Originally,
spiral galaxies were divided into three types:

Sa, those having a prominent central bulge, a
fairly smooth disk, and a tightly wound spiral;

Sc, those having a relatively insignificant

bulge, a disk dominated by a spiral pattern

outlined by patches of blue-white stars, and a

very open spiral; and Sb, those whose

characteristics were midway between Sa and

Sc. As more galaxies were studied, some

were assigned to categories between the

standards, e.g. Sab. Still others were disco-

vered which had virtually no perceptible spiral

but which, nevertheless, displayed a disk

Only in the last 20
years have astron-
omers proven that
we are in a
disk-shaped galaxy
similar to others we
have observed. The
Milky Way is indeed
spectacular.

structure; these were classified SO.
It is the variety that makes the study of

galaxies intriguing. Descriptions, atlases,
catalogues of photographs — such compi-
lations of the properties of other galaxies
and the Milky Way were the activities of
astronomers for many years. These, how-
ever, leave the most intriguing questions
unanswered.

What governs the structure and evolu-
tion of spiral galaxies? Their shape suggests a
swirling, rotating, luminous fluid. This had
come to the mind of an astronomer at least as
early as 1899, when J. E. Keeler speculated
that the determining factor is "the aggregate
moment of rotation."

T
he theory that galaxies are rotating
systems of gas and stars was proved
right. But why are they rotating? And
why is the dominant structure spiral?

What determines whether a galaxy has a rela-
tively large nuclear bulge (Sa) or a small one
(Sc)? To say that "rotation made it do it" is
plausible but inadequate.

The early explanation for the spiral
structure was a simple, intuitive argument.
By velocity measurements it was known that
the inner parts of the galaxies rotate faster
than the outer parts. Consequently, if there is
any irregular cloud structure, the shearing
motion should make it a spiral.
. But if we consider the appearance of the
nghtmost galaxy in Figure 4, we can conclude
that the innermost part has made about one
and one-quarter turns while the outer part
has made only one-quarter turn. The outer
part of a galaxy like ours rotates once in about
200 million years, so it takes about 50 million
years to produce a pattern like the rightmost
figure. If our galaxy were 50 million years old
we could shut down our computer and go
home. But several different measurements
show that the Earth is at least 5,000 million
years old, and that the Galaxy is about 15,000
million years old. The Galaxy has made bet-
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igstre 2. Edge-on view of a spiral galaxy.
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ween 200 and 300 times as many rotations as
are required to produce its spiral structure.
The pattern, it seems, should resemble more
a tightly wound ball of string than the fairly
°Pen structure we see.

The solution to this puzzle is gradually
being deciphered. The first two steps toward
the answer involve understanding the charac-
teristics of the tracers which outline the spiral
Pattern.

First, the spiral is made evident only by
the bright, blue-white stars or the red,
ionized clouds of hydrogen (which are always
near the blue-white stars). Because the
blue-white stars are so bright, the average
Photographic exposure reveals only them.

Second, because the blue-white stars
have tremendous brightness, they are glut-
tons for fuel. They consume it at a rate about
1000 times that of the Sun. Consequently,
111,ey have an energy crisis more quickly.
neY live only from about three to 10 million

Years, in contrast to the Sun's lifetime of
about 10 billion years. When their fuel is
exhausted, they destroy themselves in an
,exPlosive event called a supernova and leave
°ehind only a remnant nebula, which gradu-
ally disappears.

bescriptions, atlases,
catalogues of photo-
graphs, compilations
of the properties of
galaxies — for astro-
nomers these
leave the most in-
triguing questions
unanswered.
11°TOS COURTESY  OF HALE OBSERVATORIES

Consider what the two factors imply.
The shearing process to produce the spiral
pattern takes about 50 million years; the stars
in the spiral live only 10 million years. Thus,
we find ourselves in a bind opposite the bind
we were in before! There is not enough time
for the stars to be sheared into the one or two
turns typically seen.

The blue-white stars must form in the
spiral pattern. Why is the star formation pro-
cess characterized by a spiral? Another Why?
But this is progress; at least we have a more
specific question to answer. However, the
entire set of questions about star formation
is one of the central uncertain issues in
astronomy today.

S

ome ingredients for star formation are
suspected. For example, to form stars
there must be gas. Does the rate of
star formation depend on the density of

the gas? (It appears that the answer might be
yes.) Is the rate of star formation influenced
by the presence of dust in the gas? (Dust is
always found in the high density gas where
stars are forming; perhaps it is necessary. On
the other hand, the dust may be altogether
uninvolved in the process, only attracted to
the high density gas.)

It is generally believed that, all other
things being equal, stars will more readily
form in regions of higher-than-average den-
sity. This feature can be explained by basic
physics. Consequently, the problem will be
largely solved if we can explain the production
and maintenance of spiral-shaped density
enhancements of gas.

The leading candidate as an explanation
is a form of something familiar to us all: sound
waves. There is indeed music in the heavens!

Sound propagates through gas (air) by a
regular succession of compression- rarefac-
tion-compression-rarefaction called pressure
waves or density waves (because the pres-
sure and density of the gas regularly varies).
Most containers for gas have natural frequen-

cies. They are tuned. The structure of an
organ pipe, for example, governs the fre-
quency of the sound waves produced and the
direction in which the waves travel.

The gas in a galaxy is capable of trans-
mitting (carrying) density waves. The "con-
tainer" holding the gas is the gravitational
force of the disk of stars. Since the gas is
rotating, the density waves are continuously
and regularly sheared into the spiral patterns.

If the "tuned frequency" is fast com-
pared to the shearing rate (the rotation rate),
then the density waves move from the out-
side to the inside (or vice versa) without
much shearing, creating an open spiral or Sc
class galaxy. If the tuned frequency is slow
compared to the shearing rate, the spiral
structure is tightly wound and corresponds to
the Sa end of the classification sequence.

Consider two galaxies of the same
diameter. Their tuned frequencies are about
the same. If they have different masses
(more stars confined to the same volume),
the more massive has the stronger gravita-
tional field. If it is not completely collapsing
upon itself, it must be rotating faster. Hence,
it will have a larger central bulge and tighter
spiral.

The spiral form of the
gas enhancements
must be produced and
maintained by some
process; the leading
candidate is sound
waves. There is in-
deed music in the
heavens!

One can go through a similar argument
for galaxies of similar mass but different
diameters. Galaxies with larger diameters
should have smaller central bulges and loose
spirals.

But we have avoided one question —
cause. What is required to produce an organ
note? It takes a structure to govern pitch and
an action to produce and maintain the vibra-
tion of the air column. The unsolved issue for
galaxies is the process which initiates and
maintains the density waves.

Two candidates are being studied. One
is certain to occur occasionally, although it is
probably not sufficient to account for all spiral
galaxies. This is the perturbation caused
when one galaxy passes near another. The
gravitational field of one disturbs the stars
and gas in the other. This creates a density
wave which continues to propagate after the
companion galaxy passes by. This is analo-
gous to striking an organ pipe or bell; the
galaxy "rings." Of course, the density waves
will eventually fade, and this demands that
there be at least one other cause.

There is a process which appears to be
capable of maintaining more-or-less continu-
ous generation of density waves in the outer
portion of the spiral disk. These density
waves would then propagate inwards, as dis-
cussed earlier. The process is termed an
instability. In some respects it is analogous to
convection in a fluid. It produces a churning
motion which causes the density waves. An
instability occurs when the gas becomes very
cold, so cold that its pressure is not capable of
balancing it against the gravitational forces in
the outer disk. The study of the full implica-
tions of the instability is still in its infancy.

Owing to the complexity of the process
of star formation, it is likely that a full
understanding of it will require close inter-
action between computational models and
observational data on galaxies. This program
is being actively pursued today.

11



SALLYPORT MARCH-APRIL 

C
an you read the writing on the wall? If it
was written by a current high school or
college student, maybe not.
All over the country, the writing skills

of high school and college students are
deteriorating. A sampling of newspaper head-
lines brings the problem into focus: SURVEY
SHOWS STUDENTS SLIPPING IN WRITING

ABILITY; 'EXPERTS' ARE FUNCTIONAL

ILLITERATES: COLLEGE GRADS CAN'T

WRITE; SAT SCORES GO DOWN!

College professors express dismay at
the fact that their freshmen seem unfamiliar
with the most basic grammar. Others find
they must deal with juniors and seniors who
write sloppy, disorganized reports. Even
graduate students' theses are becoming a
source of embarrassment for their
supervisory departments.

In "I Can't Teech Comp No More,"
which appeared in the March 1, 1976
CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION, the experiences
of a frustrated freshman English teacher
exemplify the problem. "When I started
teaching seven and a half years ago," she
writes, "I ran into an occasional student who
didn't know his asterisk from his elbow. I run
into entire classes of them now. I can't teach
freshmen comp without giving what used to
be the eighth-grade grammar course all over
again." In December, 1975, the Harvard
GAZETTE reported that, "Most college
students can't write the King's English, even
poorly, according to reports from the
Educational Testing Service and national
educational journals." Faced with the fact that
"even Harvard students have entered the bad
writing sweepstakes," the University now
requires an expository writing course of all its
freshmen.

What about Rice? Are we nearing the
point that Harvard has already reached?
Evidence indicates that we are not immune.
Damning testimony comes from the
professors who talk with students and read
their papers and essays.

"Rice students are no less intelligent
than they were ten years ago when I first
came here," says Associate Professor of
History Charles Garside. "In fact, they are
probably more sophisticated in terms of their
scientific knowledge. But the fact remains
that some of them are very nearly illiterate."
Harry Deans, professor of chemical
engineering, agrees, despite his admittedly
limited experience with students' written
work. "Students don't organize their reports
well," he says. "They have trouble with
punctuation and spelling. The problem seems
to be the result of a lack of training."

Associate Professor of English Stewart
Baker recognizes the problem for students of
all disciplines, especially those who limit
themselves to purely technical curricula. "If a
student drops English completely when he
comes to Rice, he will be using his high school
English to communicate his college ideas. As
a freshman, he'll get by. As a sophomore,
he'll have trouble because the subjects are
more difficult and the ideas, more complex.
By the time he's into advanced work, he'll
look very poor. You get stiff and rusty when
you stop practicing anything."

Students are coming to Rice without
adequately developed verbal skills and then
are avoiding the courses in which those skills
would be improved. Fear, the professors say,
is one impediment. "I have had students who
passed the English freshman competency
exam and have not set pen to paper after that
for two years," Garside says. "When they are
faced with a course that involves writing,
they find it very, very difficult and tend to shy
away from it." Baker concurs. "Students I
talk to admit that they need to write better
but if they have always done poorly in Eng-
lish, they won't risk their grade point aver-
age by taking an English course," he says.

Pre-professional students preparing for
careers in law, medicine and engineering
have an added deterrent: overcrowded
schedules. According to Deans, the volume
of technical information that must be trans-
mitted to engineering students often pre-
vents them from taking courses which would
help develop their verbal skills. "Many stu-
dents are not exposed to writing and are not
Oven the opportunity to seek out that expo-
sure because their curricula are so crowded,"
he says. "After they graduate and come back
12

READING,INTING,
AND RICE STUDENTS

to visit, many engineering students comment
that they learned a lot of things at Rice that
they have never had any use for. The faculty
doesn't impress students with the importance
of communication skills in their later careers.
Many of our students end up in supervisory,
management-oriented positions where there
is a great premium on speaking well and
writing clearly." Baker, too, is disturbed
by the pre-professional student's "single-
mindedness." "Going through college with a
limited curriculum is a lot like sleeping with-
out dreaming," he says. "The imagination
doesn't get a chance to play. As a result, an
individual can become negative and unhappy."

Part of the blame for the problem must
lie with the University and its collective at-
titude. "As a university, we shortchange stu-
dents by not giving them a sense of what
skills are really valuable outside the school,"
Baker says. "Rice can and should garner up
enough courage to say, 'We think language is
important.' We should require at least two
semesters of an English course that involves
a great deal of writing, simply because that's
so basic."

Rice students are not, however, merely
innocent victims of deficient secondary edu-
cation and university indecision. They are

also prey to their own passivity. "Students
today are no longer habituated to challenge,"
says Garside. "They don't know how to

wrestle, emotionally or intellectually, with a

problem, particularly if it involves writing.

They seem to have a new axiom: If at first

you don't succeed, quit." Baker expresses a

similar concern. "Everyone finds work dif-

ficult," he says, "and real learning requires a

lot of work. If we don't set up some kind of

requirement, most people just won't be suffi-

ciently motivated to take a writing course,

but I think that students will be willing to do

the work once we take a stand."

Rice can and should
garner up the courage
to say, We think lan-
guage is important.'
I think students will
be willing to do the
work once we take
a stand.

0
 nce the problem of student literacy isillilimi
acknowledged, a more general, more
disturbing question arises: What is the
origin of the problem? Schools are not

independent entities, sterile and untouched
by the rest of the society. Before students
are students, they are children, the products
of their homes, their families. It is within
these smaller units, the professors say, thatl
language is not receiving the respect it once
did. "Television seems to be the major
cause," says Garside. "No matter what the
television people say, they are aiming at the
lowest common denominator. And it's easier
to sit down in front of a television set than it is
to engage in a conversation or to pick up a
book. I think that one of the most ridiculous
aspects of American civilization is that we
watch other people talk on television. We
don't do it ourselves anymore; we have 'talk
shows.' In conjunction with the television
problem, students no longer read. So, over-
all, they no longer have a feeling for language
as a great instrument for communication.'
Professor of Biology and Chemistry Ronald
Sass agrees that television is a detrimental
societal force: "It's simplistic to say that
we're a less verbal society because of televi-
sion, but we do watch a lot of it. We just sit
back and let the professional elites on the
television entertain us."

What can be done about students whose
verbal skills need improvement? Rice profes-
sors, whether their own disciplines are
primarily verbal or not, seem agreed: require
an English composition course. "We pride
ourselves on the fact that our five-year
graduates are very well-trained," says
Deans. "They may be more sophisticated
from a technical standpoint than their coun-
terparts at other schools, but many are not
very articulate. I'd like to see a writing course
required, at least of engineering students.
Garside would require it of all students. "I'm
more than ever convinced that Rice should
reinstate some kind of expository writing
course as a requirement," he says. "One of
our problems in doing so, however, will be
convincing students that good writing and
good speaking are not simply necessary func-
tions of the educated man or woman but are
essential skills for society." Sass sees a
broader problem in "communication, rather
than simply writing per se. As a partial solu-
tion, I think Rice should encourage more par-
ticipation outside the classroom. The January
Convocation was a good start. A lot of stu-
dents seemed hungry to talk to other people.
I think that is a need to which the University
should respond."

Baker believes that the University "pro'
vides continuity for a student's verbal culture,
If there's no verbal culture to begin with, re-
medial work is required. As an English
teacher, all I can do for a student is try to
instill in him a habit of self-criticism which will
allow him to go on improving his verbal skills,
I can't teach someone to write once and for
all. I haven't been able to teach myself to do
that. It's a daily problem. Often, it's a sen-
tence by sentence problem."

Perhaps the most realistic and, in the
long run, beneficial solution to the problem is
to alter the concept of requirements. "The
old concept was that a college provided 3
broad-based, liberal education for every stu-
dent. Now that people are specializing, and
professional competition is increasing, I don't
think the old attitude is feasible," Baker says,
"We might be back to a sense of what is abso-
lutely essential for every graduating senior,
Our new requirements might consist of an
English course (for verbal skills), a computer
course (because everyone should be able to
deal with a computer), and an accounting
course (because everyone will have to deal
with an income, eventually)."

Rice sees the writing on the wall, though
no one is sure of the exact wording or
the specific implications. All, however, are
agreed on at least one fundamental
word: change. Just how it will manifest
itself is still uncertain.

Ultimately, Rice must reestablish and
act upon its own integrity and pride as a
first-rate institution, producing bright, well'
informed, self-sufficient graduates. "Rice will
find a way to help its students," Baker af-
firms, "because we care, first and foremost.
about our students."— Pauline Dessler

ILLUSTRATION BY JERRY JEANMARO
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NEWS & NOTICES

HONORS

Meyers Named
Stanford Law
Dean

O
n September 1, 1976, Charles J.
Meyers '49 will become the Richard
E. Lang Professor and Dean of the
Stanford Law School.

, An accomplished educator and eminent
tawYer, Meyers has served both of his in-
terests in a number of ways. In 1968-69, he
ok Part in a legal education project in Chile.

Iwo Years later he served as associate gen-
e,ral counsel of the National Water Commis-

A past director of Public Advocates,
Inc, he is a member of the American Bar
Association, the Texas Bar Association, and
the American Law Institute. In addition
to serving on the boards of advisors for
ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY and ENviRoNmEN
TAL LAW REPORTER, he has written books
and articles on subjects ranging from oil
and gas law to legal education.

While at Rice, Meyers was editor of
the THRESHER, (1944-45), was elected to-
Phi Beta Kappa, and was a candidate for
a Rhodes Scholarship. His Rice education
was interrupted in 1945 when, as a part of
Rice's Naval ROTC program, he was given a
nnitnission as an ensign and stationed in
'le Pac.

In September, 1946, three months after
Ins discharge from the Navy, Meyers en-
ailed in the University of Texas Law School.
17hen he graduated in 1949 (first in his class),

was awarded his Rice degree and his LLB
sanultaneously. He took two more law de-
!, ees from Columbia Law School. Before

g the Stanford faculty in 1962, he taught
a' texas, Minnesota, Cornell and Columbia.

Meyers, who has held the Charles A.
eardsieY professorship at Stanford, teaches

ses in the law of real property, natural
lesnurces, and environmental protection. He
„an.cl his wife, Pamela Adams, and their two
‘-hildren live on the Stanford campus.

Pirst Summer .
Session to Begin
June 7

1 his year, for the first time in its history,
Rice will offer a summer program of
undergraduate courses. A pilot pro-

co gram of 13 selected courses will be
nducted from June 7 through July 16. Ad-

mission is automatic for any Rice student in
good standing, including incoming freshmen
and transfer students. In addition, the Uni-
versity is inviting applications for admission
from undergraduates at other colleges and
universities and from graduates of Rice and
other accredited institutions.

Planned for the initial summer session
are introductory-level courses in economics,
computer science, business, data processing,
modern literature, mathematics, drawing,
logic, physics, political science, astronomy,
and tennis. Two upper-division courses
are planned: industrial and organizational
psychology and a survey of western art music
from 1660. All are standard, high-quality
University offerings and will be taught by
Rice professors.

The program has been approved on a
"cost-recovery" basis. Each course has a
minimum enrollment figure, calculated on the
basis of the costs of giving the course. If
by the March 12 deadline for registrations
and applications the cut-off figure has not
been reached, the course in question will be
cancelled.

Tuition for the summer program is
$87.50 per credit hour. With one exception,
all are either three or four credit hour
courses; tennis is offered as a one credit hour
course.

Program information and applications
are available from the Summer Program
Office, 313 Lovett Hall, telephone number
528-4141, ext. 4019.

1976
Convocation
Yields Six
Recommendations

T
he Convocation may be over, but the
work continues. Despite those who
predicted that the 1976 Convocation
would prove a "convacation," the

event came off — a success. Perhaps best of
all, the Convocation proved once more that
there are still many students, faculty, and
alumni who are concerned with the fate of
Rice. As the student newspaper, the
THRESHER, observed of Convocation: "En-
lightened concern and passionate care for the
welfare of the University ought to be valued
and appreciated."

Over three hundred members of the
Rice community came to hear Dr. Ronald
Berman, chairman of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, open the 1976
Convocation on "The Undergraduate
Experience." Following a brief welcoming
address by President Norman Hackerman
to the Wednesday evening audience, Ber-
man delivered a major speech in defense
of liberal education.

The next day, Thursday, March 5, was
devoted to panel discussions and work-
shop sessions. These morning and afternoon
panels examined the role of professional train-
ing within the context of liberal education.
The panelists were Christine Keller '65 of
Great Southern Life Insurance Co.; engineer
Walter Moore Jr. '59; Jim Bernhard '59 of the
Houston Society for the Performing Arts; Dr.
Edward Lynch of the Baylor College of
Medicine; architect Morton Levy '55; Pro-
fessors Allen J. Matusow (history), Stephen
Klineberg (sociology), Kenneth W. Kennedy
'67 (mathematical sciences), and Anne
Schnoebelen (music); students Kate Wheeler
'77 (English) and Tom Marshall '75 (engineer-
ing); and Rice Alumni Governor Catherine
Hannah '43. Participants at the panel discus-
sions were able to engage in the running
dialogue with panelists; and both involvement
and attendance were encouraging.

Thursday afternoon was given to work-
shops within the colleges, where students,
faculty, and alumni discussed topics such as
departmental structure, undergraduate advis-
ing, the nature and role of professionalism
within the university.

As a direct product of the workshop
meetings in particular and of the Convocation
discussions in general, the committee on the
convocation offered six specific recommenda-

tions for the consideration by the Rice
community-at- large:

1) Reduce the course requirements for
graduation from forty to thirty-six
courses, or establish a system for
counting course hours for graduation.
2) Institute at the inception of
Freshman Week a university program
to improve and regularize the process of
advising, a serious university function,
for both student and faculty advisors.
3) The Curriculum Committee should
examine the introductory courses in the
university to see how well they satisfy
the more general interests of non-
majors and to propose specific ways of
broadening bases and concerns in these
courses.
4) Introductory courses should regu-
larly be taught by professors recognized
as among the very best teachers in their
departments.
5) College courses and extra-
departmental or experimental courses
should be backed by strong financial
and administrative support from the
University.
6) The Student Association should or-
ganize and the University as a whole
should support a Convocation during
the second week of the spring semes-
ter, 1977.
The recommendations of the Committee

on the Convocation have been forwarded for
consideration to the Administration, to the
University Council, and to the appropriate
standing committees of the university. —
John Anderson '76.

Summer Program
for Secondary
Students Expands

ice's Summer School for High School
Students will have a new twist this
year. In cooperation with the Spring
Branch Independent School District,

Rice is this summer offering six courses for
high school credit in addition to its traditional,
non-credit program.

Four courses in mathematics and two in
science will be conducted for credit. All will
be taught by master teachers from the Spring
Branch district. A student entering grade 11
or 12 from any district may enroll upon
approval of his or her school counselor.

Rice's popular summer program of
non-credit classes for students in grades
7-12 will this summer include 51 courses in
ten academic areas—art, biology, chemistry,
earth science, English, foreign languages,
health and physical education, mathematics,
physical science, and social studies. These
extraordinary classes will be conducted by
Rice graduate teacher trainees under the
supervision of master teachers from the
Houston area.

The non-credit program is designed to
give students a chance to explore more
widely subjects in which they are interested,
subjects which are not offered in their regular
school curriculum, or subjects in which they
would like to improve. Tutorial help will be
available in all subjects.

Credit classes will begin June 7; non-
credit classes will begin June 8. This
summer session will conclude July 16.
Classes will meet each weekday except

My 5.
Students may enroll in three non-credit

courses (four, if one is P.E.), or two
credit-courses, or they may mix one
credit-course with one or two non-credit
courses. The full cost of three non-credit
courses is $90; the fee for credit-courses is
$15 per course. An additional $1 library fee
will be assessed all students. There is no
extra charge for out-of-state students,
however no housing accomodations are
available through the school.

Course openings are limited and will
be filled on a first-come basis. So write or
call immediately if you are interested.
Applications for admission to both summer
school programs are available from the
Department of Education, 550 Sewall Hall,
telephone number 527-8101, ext. 4626.

Newport Named
to Chavanne Chair

J
ohn P. Newport, professor of
philosophy of religion at the South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Ft. Worth, will join the Rice faculty

July 1 as the first Harry and Hazel Chavanne
Professor of Religious Studies.

In addition to the philosophy of religion
and epistemology, Newport's teaching in-
terests include primitive, Middle Eastern,
and Far Eastern religions, Jewish theologies,
and the interaction of religion with science,
art, and literature.

The University named the new profes-
sorship in honor of Houstonians Harry J. and
Hazel Prince Chavanne, whose gift of
$500,000 made possible the endowed chair in
religious studies. Harry Chavanne, a 1933
graduate, is a member of the Alumni Associa-
tion's executive board and the University's
Board of Governors. Chavanne is a promi-
nent Baptist layman, a member of the Presi-
dent's Council of Houston Baptist University,
and a director of the Baptist Foundation
which administers most of the funds of Bap-
tist institutions in Texas. He served 11 years
as a trustee of the Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Louisville, succeeding in that
position another Rice alumnus, J. Newton
Rayzor '17.

The first Chavanne Professor is no new-
comer to the Rice campus. Newport served
as visiting professor of religious studies in the
fall of 1971 and again during the 1972-73
academic year.

Newport majored in history at William
Jewell College in Missouri. He earned mas-
ter's and doctor's degrees in theology at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a
master's degree at Texas Christian Univer-
sity, where he studied linguistics and reli-
gious language, and a PhD at the University
of Edinburgh, Scotland, where his focus was
religious language and authority.

In announcing the appointment, Presi-
dent Hackerman joined the Board of Gover-
nors in expressing appreciation to the
Chavannes for their gift. Said Hackerman:
"The significant support of valued alumni
means a great deal to all of us concerned with
the University's continuing progress."

ALUMNI

REA
Officers Chosen

I
n January, the Rice Engineering
Alumni Board announced the election
of its officers and directors for 1976.
Herschel M. Rich '45 of Phil Rich Fan

Manufacturing Co. is the new president. First
vice president is K. Terry Koonce '60 of
Exxon Production Research Co. Frank J.
Biggi '49 of B-G Manufacturing Co. was
selected as treasurer. And Jay N. Cunning-
ham '47 of Southwestern Bell Telephone
Co. is the group's new secretary.

Newly-elected directors are Robert J.
Garlington '61 of Premier Printing; James R.
Hickey '48 of Dow Chemical Co.; and C. H.
Siebenhausen '50 of Shell Oil Co.

Murphy, Kelley,
Schill Candidates

he Alumni Association's committee
on nominations, chaired by David
Farnsworth '42, and executive board
have announced the selection of three

candidates for the position of Alumni Gover-
nor. Walter D. Murphy '48, Edward W.
"Mike" Kelley '54, and Gus A. Schill '55 are
candidates for the position to be vacated
by Talbott Wilson '34 when his four-year
term on the Rice Board of Governors expires
June 30.

Official ballots are now being mailed to all
alumni. Complete biographical information
and statements by these candidates are in-
cluded with the ballots.
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A Declaration of
Independence

E
very weekday, Lisbeth Hild '61 arises
at 5:30 a.m. Shortly after 7 a.m., a bus
takes her to the Shriners' Hospital for
Crippled Children, where she works

as a teacher.
Sounds ordinary enough. But, as a result

of a bout with polio at the age of 14, Hild is a
quadraplegic. She has slept in an iron lung
every night for the last 27 years. Confined to
a wheelchair for the remainder of the time,
she needs physical assistance in many every-
day activities, including cooking and driving.

Until August, 1974, Hild lived at home
with her parents. "I couldn't afford to live in
an apartment with a full-time nurse," she ex-
plains, "and a nursing home just isn't a good
place for a young person to live."

A year and a half ago, Hild got a phone
call from a young man named Rodney Shaw,
offering her a coveted place in an organization
called Independent Life Styles, Inc.

A quadraplegic himself, Shaw decided
five years ago to set up a place in which
young, severely handicapped people could
live as self-sufficiently — and normally — as
possible. His efforts were successful. "For
the first time in my life, I'm really independ-
ent," Hild affirms. "And I love it."

Every morning, at a time Hild has previ-
ously designated, an ILS staff member comes
to her apartment and helps her get ready for
work. The aide cooks her breakfast ("But I
have to tell her what I want and how I want it
cooked," Hild says) and then takes her to the
waiting ILS bus outside the main office. "It's
just like Ironside's," Hild says. The van opens
on one side and a ramp folds out and lowers
mechanically. The wheelchairs are rolled
right onto the ramp and then lifted into
the truck.

Hild teaches hospitalized children for the
Houston Independent School District. Her
undergraduate major, romance languages,
helped her land the job: she must be able to
teach in both English and Spanish.

She says she's never been happier.
She had always longed for some measure of
independence and now thoroughly enjoys
it — a fact which becomes apparent
when her willfullness shows through. "I've
been told that I've got enough gall to be
divided into three parts," she says with a
mischievious smile.

ILS was chartered in 1971 and today is
housed in a large apartment complex in
Southwest Houston. But the complex owners
want the ILS members to move out; they are
"bad for business," says Hild, matter-of-
factly. A court injunction granted ILS some
time to make new living arrangements. The
result of their ingenuity and enthusiasm is a

development called Banyan, scheduled to
open in the summer of 1976.

Named for a tree whose fallen limbs re-
plant themselves to grow into new trees, the
complex will consist of twenty townhomes
complete with enclosed patios and fireplaces.
"I'm going to be a real homeowner," Hild
says with a grin.

Like the apartments the ILS members
now occupy, the Banyan units will be de-
signed to accomodate the special needs of the
residents: Showers will be made wide and
flat, so that wheelchairs can be rolled in.
Countertops will be built lower. Doorways
will be widened. Wall phones will be placed
lower, and electrical outlets, higher.

Flat levers that do not need to be
grasped will be substituted for door knobs.
And intercoms will be installed in all homes so
that the occupants and the ILS staff in the
main office can converse freely.

For the time being, spirits are high.
"It's going to be beautiful," Hild says, glow-
ing. But Banyan will not house all the
handicapped people who would like places
there, so plans are being made for a second,
separate development. The only problem,
for now, is money. "We are not federally
or state-funded," Hild explains. "We depend
totally on private gifts from foundations
and individuals."

Hild hopes that, like the banyan tree,
which spawns new trees from fallen twigs,
this first ILS development will generate the
growth of others.

A modest promotional brochure de-
scribes Banyan, and other developments like
it, as "promoting dignity and peace of mind
through total independence." And, according
to Lisbeth Hild, that's what it's all about.

76 Years, 76 Books

A
t age 76, a former editor of the
THRESHER has just seen his 76th book
published, not to mention the nearly
2000 magazine articles and stories be-

hind him. ,
He is Oren Arnold '23, now a resident

of Laguna Hills, California, and Phoenix,
Arizona.

No fewer than four of his books have
appeared this year alone: The Sacred Ninety
Minutes, a study of the great service club
movement worldwide; The Wild Centaur, a
biography of Pancho Villa; and two books of
humor, Junior Saints: The Rich Rare Humor
of Kids in Church, and Sun Stroke! The Wit of
the West.

In 1975 Arnold's A Boundless Privilege
(Austin: Madrona Press) was highly re-
viewed by critics atop a wave of nostalgia.
Privilege is an account of Arnold's own boy-
hood — and of his parents' Christian service
— on a farm and ranch at Henderson, Texas,
about 150 miles north of Houston. Illustra-

tons for the book were done by Rosemary A.
Detwiler, the author's daughter.

Arnold worked his way through Rice as
campus correspondent for the Houston
CHRONICLE. He married campus beauty
Adele Roensch '26, whom he had met at a
meeting of the Rice Writers Club, and they
honeymooned westward, settling in Phoenix.
They have maintained a home there since,
but now spend much of their time at their
second home in Laguna Hills. The Arnolds
have three daughters and -now eight grand-
children, all of whom, says Arnold, "are
destined for the Presidency — heaven help
them!"

One of the many manuscripts now in the
making depicts the saga of the Arnolds' family
life, and probably will be published next year.
Meanwhile, no fewer than four of his books
are scheduled for publication before Christ-
mas. Among them is his book Guiding
Yourself Through Old Age, due to be pub-
lished in September.

Arnold, who began his writing career in
1932, has been called the "dean of western
American authors" (by WRITER'S DIGEST). As-
suredly he is one of the most prolific free
lance writers of this (or any other) century.

C LAS SNOT ES

1919-1958

Reggie Bickford BA '23 is "very busy de-
veloping material relating to a course in audit-
ing which I am going to teach during the
spring semester in the evening school of
Drury College. This is in addition to the ad-
vanced accounting course which I have been
conducting for the past three years." The
Houston Independent School District hon-
ored the late Alberta M. Baines BA '27 on
February 10 when a professional library was
opened in the Houston school administration
building in her name. A teacher and adminis-
trator for HISD for 48 years, Baines died in
June,1975. Jack Pearlstone,Jr.BA '39, in

a January letter to Lee Blocker BA '39,
wrote, "After I graduated from Rice, I went

to Harvard Graduate School of Business
where I got my master's degree pretty much

the same as you. I married a girl from Welles-

ley that I met while I was at Harvard; she

died over a year and a half ago. I have two

grown children: My daughter is married and

lives in Boston and my son is married and

works with me in the shopping center busi-

ness. I have recently remarried and I try to

spend time in Florida during the winter

months and in the summer I enjoy playing

golf. Currently I am president of Monumental

Properties, Inc. The principal amount of my

time is spent in developing and managing

shopping centers and at the present time we

have twelve major centers with one in Hous-

ton known as Westwood Fashion Place. I

guess, for the real estate business, you could

say we are moving into the 'big time.'"
Charles C. Nathan BS

di '40 was one of ten Ameri-
can scientists selected to

— visit Russia last November
10-28 for a USA/USSR
Seminar during which the

" ". two nations shared their
knowledge of corrosion technology and its
uses in industry. The ten were chosen on the
basis of their expertise, status, and experi-
ence in corrosion, metallurgy and associated

disciplines. Nathan, a senior corrosion en-
gineer and coordinator of New Energy
Sources for BETZ Laboratories, Inc. of Tre-
vose, Pa., is presently studying corrosion
problems in the petroleum, petrochemical,
paper, and steel industries, and is also ac-
tively researching coal conversion, and
geothermal and solar power. The Americans
and their Russian counterparts met for pre-
sentations and discussions at technical and in-
dustrial facilities in Moscow, Leningrad and
Baku. Plans are now being made for a recip-
rocal visit by a group of Russian corrosion
specialists. Vincent H. Buckley BA '47 is
the new general manager of Dow Chemical's
soil and gas division in Houston. He will
supervise Dow's oil and gas exploration and
acquisition activities. Buckley joined Dow in
1950, after receiving his law degree from the
University of Texas Law School. Marion
Merseburger Freeman MA '48, who
studied history while at Rice, is the mother of
a freshman history major, Caroline. Leon B.
Blair MA'49, a nationally known specialist
on the Middle East, has been appointed ad-
junct professor at both Texas Christian Uni-
versity and the University of Texas at Ar-
lington. He is also vice president and execu-
tive director of the Texas Bureau for
Economic Understanding, executive director
of the Gifted Students Institute for Research
and Development, and is a consultant for the
Texas Educational Association. In his spare
time, he raises cattle, and thoroughbred and
Arabian horses on his Kennedale Farm, near
Fort Worth.Donald E.Williams BA '49

BArch '50,a partner inthe
architectural firm of French
and Williams, Houston, is
entering the Republican
Primary May 1 and hopes

a to land a seat in the Texas
State Legislature. He

would replace a Republican incumbant who is
resigning to accept a presidential nomination
to membership on the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board. US Navy Commander
Dave Brown BA'56 is working towards an
MBA -degree at the University of San Diego.
He lives in Coronado, Calif. Edward J. Fox,
Jr.BA '56 is enrolled in an EdD program at
Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Re-
cently, a text-workbook he co-authored,
WORDS. PHRASES, CLAUSES, was expanded and re-
published. Walter A. Sutton BA '56 is an
associate professor of history at Lamar Uni-
versity in Beaumont. His wife, Betty Young
Sutton BA '56,MA '58 teaches French to
high school students. They have a five-
year-old son, Allan. Rex Martin BA '57 and
Donna Paul Martin BA '57 are living in
Mission, Kansas. She is managing editor and
production manager of SHEED AND WARD, a gen-
eral trade publication. He is finishing a book
on historical explanation while on sabbatical
from the University of Kansas. J. Richard
Briscoe BA '58 is vice president of market-
ing and planning for Plough, Inc. in Memphis.
Tenn. William H. Doyle BA '58 is the new
president of Colonial Savings Association of
Houston. He and his wife, Barbara, live in
Houston with their two children, aged 15 and
10 years old. Sue Thruston Lee BA'58 and
her husband, Bob, "went to Israel, Greece,
Switzerland and the Scandinavian countries
last summer. We loved Switzerland and very
much want to go back." D.P."Buz" Sellers
BA '58 is a physician practicing in Colorado
Springs, Colo. He has just co-published THE
PARRAMORE SKETCHES — SCENES AND STORIES OF
EARLY WEST TEXAS, a book by his grandfather D.
D. Parramore. As a result of his work with
high density polyethylene, R. A. "Bob"
Jones BS '59 has been promoted to staff
engineer in the engineering department of
Union Carbide's Technical Center in Charles-
ton, S.C. He and his wife, Gayle, have two
children. Jacob Koehl MA'59 is director of
admissions at the University of Southwestern
Louisiana in Lafayette, La. This spring,
Robert Waldman BA'59 moves from the
University of Florida College of Medicine,
where he is on the faculty, to West Virginia
University in Morgantown, West Va. where
he will head the department of medicine.
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Gordon M. Grubbs BA
'62 has been elected vice
president of the Life Insur-
ance Company of North
America. He is head of the
life reinsurance department
of that company. Evelyn

Thomas Nolen BA '62 has resumed her
position as assistant editor of the JOURNAL OF
SOUTHERN HISTORY after a three-year leave for
"mothering." R. 0. (Ronny)Wells, Jr. BA
'62 has "been on the Rice faculty as a profes-
sor of mathematics since 1965 after getting
my PhD from NYU. My wife, Rena
Schwarze Wells MA '68, is from Germany,
and we recently returned from a sabbatical
leave in Gottingen, West Germany, not far
from her home in Bremen. Thanks to
mathematics research, we have traveled of-
ten, having spent previous leaves in Cam-
bridge, Mass. and Princeton, N.J., as well as
numerous summers at various research cen-
ters, both in the US and abroad. We have two
sons, Richard (11) and Rene (6), who seem to
have adjusted well to the seemingly continu-
ous packing and unpacking. I'll be the de-
partment chairman at Rice for the coming
three years, so we'll be sticking around for
awhile, enjoying our house in the West Uni-
versity area. John E. Findling BA '63 is
associate professor of history and history
Program coordinator at Indiana University
Southeast. Last December he attended the
American Historical Assoc. meeting in At-
lanta, Ga. Fredericka Meiners IBA '63
MA '72, PhD '75 is a visiting instructor at
Texas Tech for the second year. In October,
1976, she will present a paper at the North-
ern Great Plains History Conference in North
Dakota. Griffin Smith, Jr. BA '63 received
the Texas Institute of Letters' Stanley Walker
Award for his article "Forgotten Places,"
which appeared in the July, 1974 issue of
TEXAS MONTHLY. The award recognizes the best
work of journalism of the year. Smith is a
senior editor for TEXAS MONTHLY and is editor
for the Natural Areas Survey Project at the
University of Texas. James E. Bailey-BA
'66, PhD '69, associate professor of chemical
engineering at the University of Houston, has
been appointed associate dean of faculties for
research. He will work to help faculty and
students in their efforts to attain and effec-
tively use sponsored and non-sponsored re-
search grants. Joy Oppenheim Browne
BA '66 is "currently making the world safe
from disease as a first year student at Tufts
Medical School while keeping up her practice
as a 'shrink' one day a week. Daughter Pati-
ence speaks Spanish, English and orneriness
and is teaching Carter Browne BA '65how
to be a liberated daddy and helpmate and still
be very effective with his new company. The
Brownes hope friends will visit Boston (Hull)
and help them to be revolting this summer."
Gerry George BA'66 reports, "I have re-
cently joined the firm of George & Biediger,
Inc., Management Consultants in Fort
Worth, Tex. I live in Grand Prairie, Tex."
Thomas E. Jackson BA'66 has joined the
biomedical research department of ICI United
States, Inc. as a research chemist. Previ-
ously Jackson was a senior scientist with
Sandoz Pharmaceuticals. He and his family
live in Wilmington, Del. David E.Odem BS
66 was the subject of a film entitled "Portrait
Of a Professional — David E. Odem" which
was shown in January at the annual Mutual of
New York (MONY) president's council meet-
ing in Dorado, Puerto Rico. Odem has been
With MONY since 1968 and has been the
Houston agency's man of the year for the past
seven years. In 1974, he served as the com-
Pany's vice president for the southwestern
region. Odem and his wife, Karen, live in
Sugarland, Tex., with their two children.
Bouglas McNeal BA '67 and his wife, Ka-
ren, "are at the US Embassy in Seoul, Korea,
Where Doug is in full-time language training
to. become an interpreter. Around July i he
Will be transferred to the Embassy's political
section for a two-year tour. Recently, after a
la.Pse of eight years, he resumed the recrea-
tion he enjoyed while at Rice: cross-country
running. He finds that, in a city of almost
seven million, the best time to run is in the
morning, 'when the air is fresh.' Karen is con-
.11ritung her study of Japanese, begun at their
last post (Tokyo), with a private tutor."
Velma Richardson Burnett BA '68

writes, "We have recently — and thankfully
— ceased to be 'desert rats' and have be-
come 'farmers' and history buffs. My hus-
band, Jim, accepted a transfer (National Park
Service) from Lake Mead NRS, Nevada to
Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial in south-
ern Indiana. The grave of Lincoln's mother is
here, as well as a lovely visitor center and a
Living Farm, which is run, as nearly as possi-
ble, just the way it was when young Abe was
growing up here. We are thoroughly enjoying
our surroundings (Kathy, 21/2, thinks all the
animals are great!) and I'm looking forward to
learning to spin, weave and do other homey
things, plus taking lots of walks in these
lovely woods. If you're headed east for bicen-
tennial events, come to see us in Lincoln
City, Indiana!" Robert S. Simpson BA'68
writes, "After living in Houston for 17 years,
my wife, Carolyn (a native Houstonian), and I
have moved to rural Fresno, Ohio. As you
can imagine, this is quite a change of pace.
We are living in a restored Victorian farm
house (c. 1881) which we share with three
dogs, a cat and a screech owl. No children
yet. I am executive vice president with Min-
eral Fiber Manufacturing Corp. in nearby
Coshocton where we manufacture roofing
materials and pipe wrapping tapes."

William L. Martin '70 "received my Juris
Doctor in December from the University of
Texas School of Law. I passed the October,
1975 State Bar Examination.- And my wife,
Remie, and I are enjoying the antics of our
vigorous five-month-old son, Lawrence. Hi
to Greg, Neal, Andy, Nick, Brian, Dick 'The
Hulk' Witman, and Howard, and all the Will
Rice College guys." Kerry D. Vandell
BA '70 writes, "After five years of a semi-
nomadic graduate student existence in Bos-
ton, my wife, Deborah Lowe Vandell
BA '71, and I look forward to returning to
Texas in May — hopefully to set down some
roots. I have been appointed assistant pro-
fessor of real estate and regional science in
the School of Business Administration at
SMU in Dallas and Debbie has accepted a
position as assistant professor of psychology
and human development at the University of
Texas in Dallas. This summer I will finish my
doctorate in urban studies and planning from
MIT, where I am currently a Fellow at the
Joint Center for Urban Studies of MIT and
Harvard. Debbie likewise will receive her
doctorate in developmental psychology from
Boston University, where she is currently an
NIMH Predoctoral Fellow. Reestablishing
ties with old Rice friends is one of the most
pleasantly anticipated aspects of returning
(besides the warmer climate, of course)."
Tom Baker BA '71 writes, "Hello, Rice
friends! I enjoy reading about you in the
SALLYPORT. Three months after I grad-
uated from Rice, I entered Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
married Darlene Hall of Houston in De-
cember of 1971, and graduated from the
seminary in May of 1974 after three great
years of studying the Bible. I came to
Ledyard, Conn. as the pastor of Gallup Hill
Baptist Church in July of 1974, and have been
here ever since. We thoroughly enjoy Con-
necticut and have learned much from the
Lord through the Bible as applied to the ex-
periences of life. I have really found that
Jesus Christ is alive and all that He claimed to
be, and I have never regretted entrusting my
life to Him. And now there are three of us!
Joshua King was born last Sept. 13 and he's a
lot of fun! I would enjoy hearing from any of
my friends at Rice. Our address is 79 Gallup
Hill Road, Ledyard, Conn. 06339." William
D. Vernon BA '71 "received his PhD in
chemistry from Michigan State University in
December and is currently employed by
Stauffer Chemical Co. in Dobbs Ferry,
N.Y." Max Zimmerman BA '71 writes,
"Old Players never die, they just go to law
school. I'm roughly halfway through and doing
pretty well due to a new tactic I've discov-
ered: studying during the semester. Expect
to finish at the University of Houston in May
of 1977. After two years working in the state
district courts and two and a half years of
working for the Texas Welfare Dept., I've

come to the conclusion that there is no
'real world.' "In February, Thomas S.

.

'q:-V-,. Mackey PhD '72 pre-
.—..sented a paper entitled

• \ 44 "Comparative Smelting in
Reverberatory, Rotary and

- ' Blast Furnaces" at the an-
nual meeting of the Ameri-

can Institutes of Mining, Metallurgical and
Petroleum Engineers, which was held in Las
Vegas. He is a registered professional en-
gineer who serves as a technical advisor to
engineering firms all over the world, such as
the Indonesian State Tin Enterprise and the
Stanford Research Institute. In addition,
Mackey recently received his JD degree from
the South Texas School of Law where he won
the American Jurisprudence Prize in Equity.
He and his wife and their seven children live
in Texas City. Tina Dorsey Mohr BA '72
has "moved to Minnesota where my husband,
David Mohr BA '72, is doing his residency
in internal medicine at the Mayo Clinic and I
am practicing law." Scott Perry BA '72
"began submitting to the lordship of Christ in
March of 1972 — just prior to my graduation
— and, following His lead, came to Fort
Worth for three years of study at Southwest-
ern Seminary. That ended last May when I
took a 'summer job' as a clerk in the business
office at Northwest Clinic — which turned out
to be a semi-permanent position. I am pres-
ently full-time bookkeeper there and am
seeking further direction from the Lord.
Think I will be involved in foreign mission
work in the next several years and am con-
sidering graduate work related to semantics.
Write to me at 1374 E. Seminary #210, Fort
Worth, Tex. 76116. I'd be glad to hear from
you. God be praised!" Robert L. Potter
BComm '73 is a sales and service represen-
tative for the Wellhead Equipment Operation
of FMC Corporation of Houston. He will
be based in Lafayette, La. In a recent letter
to Willoughby Williams BA '39,
Leighton Read BA '73 wrote, "In
November and December, I studied hematol-
ogy, seeing patients and attending confer-
ences at the University of California at San
Francisco's Moffitt Hospital. Loved every
minute of it. After Christmas with my family
in Houston, I departed for a most extraordi-
nary seven weeks in London at the New
Charing Cross Hospital. The very warm
people I worked with and met there made me
feel right at home in that very sophisticated
and cosmopolitan city. Now in Boston, I'm at
one of the Harvard teaching hospitals doing a
cardiology rotation for seven weeks. Am en-
joying the exposure and experience in this
mecca of academic medicine. After this, I'll

spend almost a month in Hastings-on-Hudson
in New York in a research project at the Insti-
tute of Society, Ethics and the Life Sciences.
Finally, I'll return to San Antonio for gradua-
tion at the end of May. My plans for next year
are both specific and uncertain. I will be doing
the first year of a three-year internship and
residency in internal medicine. Where, I find
out March 10th when the computer spits out
the matching results. Am trying for some
good West Coast programs, Duke, or San An-
tonio. Right now I'm leaning toward spending
the first part of my career in an academic
setting, with research and teaching as well
as seeing patients." Sam D. Johnson
BComin '74 is a sales and service represen-
tative for the Wellhead Equipment Operation
of FMC Corporation of Houston. He will be
based in Lafayette, La. Larry Darby BA
'75, who won a Watson Fellowship last year,
is spending this year in Europe studying
worker participation in industrial management
in the United Kingdom and Sweden. Augus-
tine Martinez BA '75 has been awarded a
Marshall Scholarship by the British Govern-
ment and is now attending Cambridge Uni-
versity. Neal Tannahill MA '75 is "writ-
ing his thesis for his PhD in political science at
Rice." Kathy Vanderbeck BA '75 is
using a Danforth Fellowship to study modern
American history at Harvard University this
year. Steve Weaver BA '75 represented
the University of Chicago at the annual
convention on foreign affairs which was
held at the US Naval Academy last spring.
Weaver is a graduate student at Chicago,
studying history.

IN MEMORIAM

Gladys C. Fischl BA '23 of Dallas.
Charles 0. Pollard BA '23 of Tyler,
Texas. Henry "Peg" Melton BA '24 of
Houston. Joseph J. Upchurch BA '24 of
San Antonio. Quinton Wright BA '25 of
Houston. Herbert M. Oliver '26 of Hous-
ton. Thomas C. Spencer BA '26 of San
Antonio. Helen Livengood Allen BA
'28 of Bay City, Texas. Tooley Elise Wil-
liamson Lipscomb BA '30 of San An-
tonio. Rowena MacLaughlin John BA
'31 of Houston. Robert D. Gill '32 of
Houston. Miriam Pomerantz Harris
BA '36 of Houston. Perry W. Davison
MA '43 of Grindstone, Pennsylvania. Fre-
deric M. Jacob BS '48 of Beaumont,
Texas. Rose Mary Biamonte Allday
BA '49 of Houston. Marc M. Murray
MA '70, PhD '70 of Baton Rouge.

SALLYPORT PERSONALS. Better than a message in a bottle. Think of this Class
Notes form as a letter to people you knew at Rice. Speak to them about your life since
graduation... and anything else you want to tell them is welcome, too. We would like Class
Notes to reflect the style, the interests, the causes and the ideas of those whose paths crossed
the Rice campus. Tell us what's important to you.

Name Class

Address new)  
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HOUSTON, TEXAS

Photographer Geoff Whmingham requests the
pleasure of viewing your photographic best in
black and white. Geoff will be calling the shots in
the first Sallyport Black and White Photography
Competition.

Sallyport knows that a growing number of people are
taking their photography seriously. If you are, then we'd
like to share your accomplishments with the rest of the Rice
family. What's more, we're going to award prizes.

How's your image?
If you think it's sharp, then join in some friendly

competition. Give yourself some exposure. We might give
you a prize.
Eligibility: All Rice alumni, students, faculty, staff, and
members of their immediate families may enter photographs
into competition.
Entries: Any eligible individual may enter up to three of
his or her black and white photographs. All photos should

be printed 8 x 10; mounting is optional. No slides, please.
A completed entry form, or facsimile, must be affixed

to the back of each photograph. In addition, each photo-
graph should be accompanied by a one-paragraph expla-
nation of the circumstance, the camera — and why you
like the photo!
Categories: These five will be considered for prizes:
Nature Photography, Sports Photography, Portrait
Photography, Still Life Photography, and Pictorial
Photography.
No Entry Fee: There is no entry fee. Instead, we ask
that each photographer include return postage with the

entry/ies.
Prizes: Our judge, distinguished photographer and Rice

professor Geoff Winningham '65, will select five photo-
graphs for special recognition. With the one-paragraph

explanation by the photographer and a comment from the

judge, photographs will be printed in the May-June issue

of SALLYPORT

In addition, each of the winning photographers will
receive an autographed, hard-bound copy of Winningham's
Going Texan (New York: Horizon), plus an attractive
certification of the award.
Entry Date: All entries must be received by May 10
to be judged.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
Sallyport Black and White Photography Contest

Name

Address

City State Zip

Rice affiliation

Mail all entries to Sallyport Photography Competition, Association
of Rice Alumni, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001.
SALLYPORT can accept no responsibility for damage to or loss
of photographs while in the mail.
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