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Bert's MOB marches On
"How could 200 kids and an imbecile like me influence any-

one's ideas about the Domed Stadium or anything else?"

By Dana BIankenhorn'77

"A&M is one of the few schools still left
which trains men on a large scale for duty
in the service of this country. And in to-
day's scheme of things, all service people
enter voluntarily. If The MOB believes in
freedom of speech and expression, regard-
less of the damage they do, then it's guys
like these Aggies who provide them the
opportunity to do so voluntarily.
"And if the Rice administration con-

tinues to allow this type thing to continue,
it must take the consequences for any
resulting violence."

- Bryan-College Station EAGLE
November 30, 1973

"I've been having nightmares about this
thing for two years."

-Bert Roth
November 8, 1975

I
T WAS THE WEEK BEFORE the 1975 Rice-
A&M football game. All across the coun-
try, college bands countermarched and

pinwheeled under the batons of directors with
the power to take away scholarships, or at least
replace the individuals in the giant formations
which dot football fields every halftime. But
here at Rice, the director known simply as
"Bert" was imploring the MOB: "Just this once,
will you just keep quiet and do what I tell you?"
The secret of the MOB's success over the

years lies in the fact that its singular purpose
remains fun, for the band and the students, a
break from the academic grind of Rice life. It
means that some wisecracking during rehear-
sal is accepted, with mutual consent and re-
spect, and that there is nothing so sacred about
"The Script" that any single MOBster can't use
his imagination to improve it — even on game
day. It means taking nothing too seriously,
particularly oneself, for these few hours of
madcap called "MOB-time" snatched from ten
fall weeks. As Bert Roth told the Houston
Chronicle's "Texas" magazfLe, "How could 200
kids and an imbecile like me influence anyone's
ideas about the Domed Stadium, or anything
else?"
The fact is, however, that some people take

what the MOB does quite seriously. Some
people, at Texas A&M, the Astrodome, and
elsewhere, find shows downright insulting.
Others feel that the MOB's lack of restraint is
an insult to the intelligence of the Rice Com-
munity. They write letters, they make phone
calls, they even withhold contributions from
the University.
Someone has to answer the hate mail. That's

Bert Roth. And when you've built a reputation
for humor, but have a show that flops, someone
has to take the blame from the disenchanted

bandspeople, unexpectedly booed off their
own field. And that's Bert Roth. Events and
attitudes have put a great deal of pressure on
"The Show Band of South Main" in the past
two years, yet somehow, it has managed to
survive both the good and the bad. It's a tribute
not only to the idea of the band, but to the
director whose job consists of letting it happen.

"Bert's role is that of a conciliator," explains
Drum Major Mike Fowler. "When we get down,
he picks us up. When people criticize us, he
helps us take the pressure." And instead of
flaunting his authority, he communicates.
"These students are here to have fun," says

Roth. "I am responsible for what goes on out
there at halftime. That's my job as a band
director. But it's not my band; it's the Rice
students' band." There is a chemistry here,
between director and band, that makes
every musician feel that he or she plays an in-
tegral part in the success or failure of every
performance. Bert attracts participation,
and is the catalyst for real enjoyment. The
MOBsters love the guy.

rr HE MOB WASN'T CREATED; it happened.
When Bert Roth came to the campus in
1967, booing the band was something of

a Rice tradition. "We came on after a fine high
school band during halftime of the Navy game
that year, and they started booing," Roth re-
calls. "I grabbed someone and yelled, 'What's
going on? I thought this was our field!' " Half
of the 60 musicians who went through that
first season with Bert Roth were students at
Waltrip High School. At the time, Roth
was fulltime band director there.
A turning point came in 1969. "There was

this one trombone player who decided to pull a
gag on his own. He took off his uniform — he
wore orange shorts underneath — and col-
lapsed on the playing field. Two friends of his
rushed onto the field with a stretcher and car-
ried off the trombone." After the show the
trombonist was dismissed from the band. Roth
says: "If he'd just told us what he planned to do,
it probably would have been okay. It was
funny." The fans had loved it. And an idea was
born.

"When Roth came to Rice
in 1967, booing the band
was a tradition."
Two years later the Rice band called itself

the Marching Owl Band for its opening per-
formance at the University of Houston game.
The show was designed to give the Houston
fans a parodic look at the various bands of the
Southwest Conference, which UH had just
joined. This was the first time that the MOB
used the Aggie "Flying T" in a show, and the
sell-out crowd in Rice Stadium applauded.
Through 1973 the MOB performed purely for

the delight of the Rice student section, with
spoofs on high school bands, opponent schools,
and assorted other things, including a salute to
alcohol during the 1972 Baylor game. Some-
times the director had to draw rein on a drum
major's imagination. "For the first Rice-UH

meeting at the Domed Stadium, they wanted te
spell out COUGAR HI, a take-off on the Rice
students' tongue-in-cheek nickname (Cougar
High School) for cross-town rival University of
Houston. We did it, briefly, before changing the
formation to make it HI COUGARS!"
But on November 17, 1973, the MOB came

onto the field at Rice Stadium with the Owls
leading Texas A&M, 17-0. Wearing hats which
ranged from the ridiculous (a Mickey Mouse
cap) to the insane (plastic replicas of WWI
German spiked helmets), they goosestepped
onto the field, playing an old German march,
This was followed by salutes to the La Grange

"Chicken Ranch," the Aggie Senior boot ("M
every [Aggie] freshman knows, at the bottom of
every one is a big heel"), Reveille, and finally,
the Fightin' Aggie Band, with their famous
block "T" and the trumpet introduction to the

Aggie War Hymn. "The March of the Wooden
Soldiers" was drowned out by booing, jeering,
and the A&M yell leaders' attempt to calm the

crowd by leading cheers.
What followed is a reaction now legend in

Texas. Band members had chairs and coke cups
hurled at them from the upper deck, punches
thrown at them by irate fans. A crowd of 500
waited to pummel them outside Rice Staditun
until 6:30, when the MOB finally left in vans
guarded by a police escort.
The story covered the front pages of both

Houston newspapers, received major coverage
from coast to coast, and sparked a debate which
continues today. Said one television commerr
tator, "It was the most disgusting performance

by a band I've ever had to witness." Countered
a newspaper columnist, "It's easy to appre'

ciate if you've got a sense of humor. Or
a brain." When it seemed that the furor over

the band's humor might at last be stilled, the
1975 season opened in the Astrodome.
Roy Hof heinz had reason to be uptight. The

Astrodomain was being taken apart, the park

Roth: Sometimes he surprises the MOB.
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sold, a bank insolvent, the eighth wonder of
the world itself in receivership. The baseball
team was still something of a joke, after 12
Years. That night, the MOB, now grown to
180 marchers, came to satirize his creation,
his home.
Freshman Mark Brennan, reading a script

Which had been re-written the night before,
welcomed fans to the Astrodome, now "the
world's smallest enclosed football stadium,"
second in size to the new Louisiana Superdome.
He threw a verbal curve at the Astros, "first in
war, first in peace, but last in the National
League." And he reminded those attending
that the Dome's geodesic roof leaked as the
MOB began "Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My
Head."
Bobby Risinger, the Dome's publicity man-

ager, seized the script from Brennan, telling
him to "announce just the names of the songs."
On the field, the band couldn't understand
What was going on. Any humor and all con-
tinuity in the remaining half of the show,
in which the MOB poked fun at Spiro Agnew
and the Soviet wheat deal, was lost in the
confusion. As a consequence the MOB looked
very bad.
This time, reaction was almost universally

in favor of the MOB, but the old wounds were
()Pen again. Where are the bounds separating
the acceptable from the unacceptable?

Responsibility for that distinction fell on the
Shepherd School of Music Dean, Samuel Jones.
You have to realize," he told the band, "that
You're famous. You can't do what you've been
doing." Jones was asked to approve all MOB
scripts before the performances.
But there was no line drawn, so the script

writers, junior Mike Fowler, senior Paul
Reinhardt, and senior Mike Hayden, found
themselves worrying more about censorship
than entertainment. MOB halftime shows
grew progessively worse. The low point of the
season came against Arkansas, in a show that
featured dancing Arkansas hillbillies and a liv-
ing, breathing, squealing pig — the nearest the
MOB could come to a Razorback. The script
went through three revisions during the week.
The halftime ended with jeers and groaning
from the Rice students, who expected some-
thing better. "We were booed off the field, we
were booed off the field," one disappointed,
rather indignant band member hollered to
Roth. With only a week before A&M, the Rice
MOB wondered whether it could recapture the
quality that had once made it the highlight of
football games.
Each day of the following week, as the Uni-

versity prepared for the A&M visitors, articles
ran in the Houston newspapers recalling the
1973 incident, and attempting to explain that
the MOB planned no repetition. Still, the
rumors persisted: the MOB would perform a
mock burial of Reveille III, the Aggie mascot
which died last summer; Aggies were plotting
revenge, vowing that they could not be held
responsible for their actions, should they be
provoked.
Two news cameras showed up for the MOB's

Friday rehearsal. Saturday, an armed guard of
County Constables and Rice University Police
accompanied the band to the Stadium. The
MOB waited until the last possible moment be-
fore leaving the safety of the entrance tunnel.

1 T WAS A HARD-FOUGHT first half. When it
ended, Rice was leading the No. 3 team in
the nation by a one-point margin, 14-13.

The Fightin' Texas Aggie Band gave its usual
inipressive performance, and ran off the field
as 67,000 fans saluted them with a standing
ovation. But the packed house didn't leave for
the refreshment stands. They sat — on the
edges of their seats. There was silence. The
MOB was on.
The band crept onto the playing field under

a huge orange and white parachute. Bob

Hord, the 1973 drum major, was the show's
author and announcer: "Ladies and gentle-
men, today the MOB pokes fun at," he paused,
"Rice University itself! Presenting the pre-
miere performance of the Secret Owl Band
— the S.O.B.s."
The parachute settled down in the vicinity of

the 25 yard line. "May I have a drum roll,
please?" A bass drum rolled out from under the
chute. The student section — and the Stadium
— rocked with laughter.

"The MOB's singular
purpose remains fun."

When the parachute was lifted, the band was
revealed, dressed in masks ("anything but a dog
or a soldier," Roth had told them), running into
their first formation, an owl. Hord continued:
"Today's show is a salute to some of the institu-
tions which make up Rice University. The
S.O.B.s have formed a large owl, the mascot of
the school. It seems that our friends and rela-
tives give these worthless knick -knacks as
gifts for all occasions. By the time he
graduates, the Rice student can amass hun-
dreds of these senseless items. Sometimes it
seems that people in the real world never miss
a chance," again he paused, "to give us the

"Finally, the S.O.B.s pause to remember the
MOB of years past. Even though they had good
intentions, they spent more time in hot water
than a teabag. The band, with tongue-in-
cheek, has formed the rump of the old MOB.
Watch now as they get a chunk removed by
their critics."While the band played "Those
Were the Days," the twirlers carried a huge set
of teeth into the formation, taking a large bite
out of it.
Then, without warning, the band began run-

ning in circles around the drum major, suggest-
ing the whirling movement of water going
down a drain. "There you have it, fans —
another season down the tubes! Thank you and
good day." To the sound of flushing water, the
band continued to run in on itself, until, at a
whistle, they ran for the tunnel.

T
HE MOB WAS REWARDED with a standing
ovation. It was the first of the year from
the Rice student section. And a highly

partisan Aggie crowd joined in the applause. It
was the lead story in the Sunday Chronicle, the
story of an inoffensive, yet funny show. Dean
Samuel Jones came to the Tuesday rehearsal
and said, "I want you to know that Rice Uni-
versity and I are both proud of you. You did a
fine job."

The Aggie game: the MOB was undercover; Roth had his eyes on the Aggie section.

bird." The band played the theme from "Shaft,"
then moved into formations of a dollar sign and
a four-leaf clover.
"The S.O.B. s now pay tribute to the value of

a Rice education," said the announcer. "After
four years and thousands of dollars, the hopeful
graduate goes out into the job market. The first
thing a prospective employer is likely to say is
"Rice, huh? I never graduated from high school
myself!" (Originally, this was to have read, "I
graduated from A&M myself!") "The band has
formed a big dollar sign and a four-leaf clover,
because in the long run, the Rice graduate gets
rich in the same way as everyone else — with
a little bit of luck." The band played the song
"A Little Bit of Luck" and marched into the
next formation.

"Bert attracts participa-
tion. He is the catalyst for
real enjoyment.
"The S.O.B.s now salute athletics at Rice.

The teams which we field in the Southwest
Conference are typical of individuals here at
Rice — they have their moments of brilliance,
but they sometimes tend to collapse under
pressure. The band has formed a football, bas-
ketball, and baseball. Watch now as these balls
lose their hot air." As the S.O.B.s played "Foot-
ball Hero," the baseball unraveled, the football
and basketball collapsed into shapelessness.

The question of the future remains. The
MOB has managed to survive publicity and it-
self, although both were close calls. "I'll tell
you the truth," says Bert. "I was ready to quit
after the Arkansas game. I had my letter of
resignation all typed and had run off 200 copies
of it for the band. I was really ready.
"But I discovered something. I think we've

found a direction in which we can go. We can do
creative, inoffensive shows. Sure, we may occa-
sionally bomb, that will happen in any season.
You can't expect every joke to go over. But
what we're trying to create is an atmosphere
where people can have fun and be entertaining."
Directing the Rice band is not a fulltime job,

and as he spoke, Bert Roth was at his daytime
office, in his "other life," as principal of the
Wainwright Elementary School in Northwest
Houston. He's trying some new programs
there, too: combining in the same class chil-
dren of different ages but with similar reading
skills, leaving them to work on their own.
There are no teachers in some of Wainwright's
rooms, yet the children work, 6, 7 and 8 year
olds. It's one of Houston's "magnet schools,"
one established to be so good that parents will
want to bus their children across town to go
there. One youngster showed Mr. Roth a comic
strip he'd made on the subject of a recent trip
to Germany. "You see, just give people a chance
to investigate on their own, and they'll do bet-
ter than you ever thought possible.
"That's what it's all about."

Texas
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"As a priest and the president of the University of St.
Thomas, Patrick Braden finds himself with a double

loyalty -to God and to higher education."

THE STUDENT NEWSPAPER, The
Cauldron, prints prominent
notices about prayer meetings

scheduled on campus. And in the
lobby of the administration building
(an elegant, spacious, old Southern
home which has been remodeled to
accomodate the University's top ad-
ministrators), are posted notices in-
viting young men to consider careers
as clergymen. The atmosphere is in-
escapable, almost tangible. This is not
just a university. It is one of God's
universities.

Patrick Braden is a part of all this.
He is the president of Houston's Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, a denomina-
tional school, organized and operated
under the auspices of the Roman
Catholic Church. Most of the faculty
members are Basilian priests. Father
Patrick Braden is one of them.
These days he has, at most, a

tangential relationship with the Rice
campus and its people. But once, he
was a part of Rice. First, from 1941 -
44, he was a student; then, in 1946 -
47, he returned to Rice as a teacher.
Since leaving a second time, Braden
has made himself a place in both the
academic and clerical worlds. But
Rice has a place in his history. And he
has a place in Rice's.
Patrick Braden came to Rice for two

very deliberate reasons: He could re-
ceive the disciplined, practical educa-
tion that his scientific talents craved.
And, he could test himself and his in-
terest in a clerical career. Because he
went to a denominational high school,
he "decided it might be a good idea if I
got away from the clerical influence
for a while, to see if I would still feel
the same way, if I'd still want to go
into a seminary."
The difference between inside and

outside the Rice hedges was, accord-
ing to Braden, not dramatic. Dur-
ing the war years, students and pro-
fessors were among the many people
whisked off to active duty. "I guess
one of the most interesting things
that happened was the sudden

disappearance of Dr. H. A. Wilson,
the first chairman of Rice's physics
department," he recalls. "I was in his
second year physics class at the time.
One morning, he simply didn't show
up for class; a graduate student
taught the class in his place. None
of us knew the reason at the time,
but after the war we found out that
he had been called away to work on
the Manhattan Project — the
atom bomb."
After receiving his BS in me-

chanical engineering in 1944 ("I
got my diploma on a Sunday, and on
Monday morning I got a notice to re-
port for my draft physical"), Braden
went into the Navy where he served
as an aviation electronics technician.
In 1946, Braden returned to

Houston. "I went to see Professor
Ryon, to ask him about job oppor-
tunities in the area and he asked me
if I wanted to teach at Rice," he says.
"I was overwhelmed. I had always
thought of professors as exalted be-
ings."
He spent just one year as an in-

structor of mechanical engineering at
Rice. In 1947, he went to Rochester,
N.Y. and entered the Aquinas Insti-
tute to begin preparation for the
priesthood. During his two years
there, he taught math and physics.
He went next to Toronto, Canada,
where he spent three years at St.
Michael's College, continuing his own
clerical studies and teaching.
Finally, his years of dedicated

study were complete. In 1952, in
Houston, Patrick Braden became
Father Braden. He was a priest at
last.

H
IS LIFE'S EMPHASIS changed —
at least overtly. One goal had
been accomplished. In 1952,

he moved to Austin and enrolled
at the University of Texas. He had
decided to turn his considerable en-
ergies to purely academic achieve-
ments. After two years at UT, Braden

Schoolteacher
Scientist
President
Priest
had another degree — an MS in
mechanical engineering. And for the
first time, in 1954, he became a part of
the University of St. Thomas, as an
associate professor of physics.
But he still wasn't finished. Not

quite. By 1959, he was back at UT,
this time a part of the doctoral pro-
gram in mechanical engineering. It
took him just two years to obtain his
PhD. When he reappeared at UST in
1961, he was Dr. Braden, the priest.
The UST administration made him

a full professor of physics, chairman
of the physics department and direc-
tor of engineering education.

Braden speaks fondly of his tenure
as a UST faculty member. "Those
were seven delightful, hilarious
years," he says. "I thoroughly enjoyed
academic life. Things have been in-
teresting, but not quite so hilarious,
since."
The metamorphosis from faculty

member to administrator came in Oc-
tober, 1967, only four months after he
was elected Religious Superior of the
UST Basilian Fathers. As a priest
and the president of UST, Braden
finds himself with a double loyalty —
to God and to higher education. And
when he defends the role of higher
education in today's society, it is
much as if he were defending the rel-
evance of religion. "Colleges have
always been the seed ground, the ori-

gin of our greatest thinkers —
whether the subject is science, litera-
ture or anything else," he says. He
leans forward and his earnestness be-
comes evident. His voice is soft, but
the words come easily, the thoughts
are well-formulated. "It is in colleges
that young people are inspired to go
on, to pursue things — and some of

the best ideas, because they are re-
volutionary, are developed by the
young. I'm not discounting vocational

schools," he says. "It's just that the
new ideas will usually be developed
only by those who have the time to sit,
think, read and write."

H
IS ARGUMENT becomes even
more specific: he defends the
place private institutions

have in the area of higher education.
They act, he believes, as "freedom in-
surance." "The freedom that can exist
at schools like Rice and UST is a
guarantee of the freedom of public —
state and federally - funded schools
like University of Houston and UT,"
he explains. "The legislature and
academic circles cannot allow to hap-
pen at UT what cannot happen at
Rice, for example." But, he says, it's
not just fortitude in the face of politi-
cal pressure; it's also a matter of basic
stability: "I don't think that a good
educational institution can be built
on a continual flux of objectives.
There's a need for the stability that

occurs when an institution is inde-
pendent of the tax dollar."
The freedom enjoyed by private in-

stitutions is, at UST, exercised to the
fullest. And this religious freedom,
too, warrants Braden's articulate de-
fense. "Because of the fact that public
institutions must, by their very na-
ture be agnostic," he says, "I think it's
only right that there should be in-
stitutions where people can freely
choose to have an education based on
religious and spiritual values."
His position as a priest has pro-

vided Braden with some memorable
experiences, stemming primarily
from responses to his priest's collar
and simple black suit. Just as any
other distinctive uniform is inevita-
bly accompanied by a solid stereotype
(think, for example, of doctors and
police officers), so is the "uniform" of
the priest. And because of that
stereotype, Braden frequently finds
himself treated with the kind of at-
tention, consideration and respect af-
forded to very few in an often rude
and impersonal society. "Once I was
waiting in line to get into Radio City
Music Hall," he recalls, smiling,
"when an usher suddenly came and
took me to the front of the line.
Another time, I was getting into my
car in Rochester, N.Y. when I noticed
that the parking meter had expired.
Well, a policeman had noticed it, too,
but when he saw I was a priest, he
just said, 'Hello, Father,' with an
obvious Irish lilt in his voice! He
actually stood there and stopped the
traffic for me so I could get my
car out more easily!" As a result
of the same stereotype, however,
priests may find themselves prey to
those who try to take advantage of
their saintly, always - sympathetic,
overly - generous image. Panhandlers
in Chicago, for example, refer to
priests as "bucks" — because, Braden
explains, when they ask a priest for
money, they expect a response of
at least a dollar. Or so the street-
legend goes.
In talking with Braden, in verbally

shuffling his various roles as scholar,
researcher, teacher, administrator
and, of course, priest, one may neglect
to see him as a human being, made of
flesh and blood — and even a few
weaknesses. If the fact is momentar-
ily obscured by what he smilingly
calls his "clerical suit," or his presi-
dential title, his "humanness"
emerges, like a friendly landmark in
an unfamiliar land, from the stories
he shares. He does not display any
pious pretences about the fallibility
and imperfection he inevitably shares
with all humankind. In fact, he
openly and with a sort of amusement,
acknowledges the fact: "I've had
people get very embarassed if they
use a four - letter word in my pres-
ence," he says, "not knowing that I
use many of the same words myself."

— Pauline Dessler



_EMBER NOVEMBER-DECEMBER SALLYPORT 5

de-

in-
he
m,
le-
lie
ia-
[Vs
in-
ly
on

ro-
Dle
ily
lar
fly
ta-
rpe
nd
of

La t
Lds
at-
af-
Lde
'as
ity
kg,
nd
se.
fly
:ed
ed.
DO,
he
an
ft
he
fly
sit
er,
to
of
ic,
rs
to
en
'r
of
et-

Ily

or
!ct
of

tr-
ly
3i-
s"
in
es

ty
es

it,

ey
s-

er

Ph
ot
o 
b
y
 P
au
li
ne
 D
es
sl
er
 

"Rice people show their polish on election night."
NIGHT AT ELECTION CENTRAL is
something that would excite
few people, even if it came free

With the Cracker Jacks. But I thought
it might be interesting to this Rice
Person. You see, in Houston, "EC" is
the basement of Herman Brown
Hall, home of the University's Insti-
tute for Computer Services and Ap-
plications (ICSA) and the hang-out of
Rice's hard-core "weenies," affection-
ately called "computer jocks."
ICSA, as election central, has been

serving Houstonians up-to-the-
minute election results through the
broadcasting and publishing media
since 1972. It is supported by a con-
sortium of Houston's three major-
network television stations and two
major newspapers. Election data is
sold for a flat fee to local radio sta-
tions. The television stations and
newspapers enjoy the convenience of
receiving computer printouts in their
Own newsrooms, while radio stations
rely on those distributed in EC's
Harriman Hall headquarters, from
Where they conduct remote broad-
casts. Houstonians rarely see or hear
any of the Rice folks; they see and
hear instead the fruit of the ICSA op-
eration: election results tallied with
near - incredible speed, flashed on
their TV screens and recited by famil-
iar voices.
I arrived moments before the city's

Polls closed at 7 PM this first Tuesday
with my assistant shouldering the
sALLYPowr Pentax. The elevator's des-
cent was quick, and we were met in
the basement lobby by a young
Woman who challenged our entry.
We were included in an early list of

tonight's elected and so passed into
the bright, flourescent underworld. A
large coffee pot was already perking.
Stuart Lynn, director of ICSA,

greeted us. With all the confidence of
a man who knew that 80,000 things
might go wrong for him in the next
eight hours, he detailed the operation.
EC monitors were placed at all the
Pressure points of Houston's body
Politic. They waited to register a
heartbeat (or a hiccough) from thisGargantua.,.....

EC takes advantage of the citizen's
right to read his precinct's ballot at
poll closing time. An EC ballot recor-
der, either a Rice student or a
member of the local League of Women
Voters, is assigned to each local pre-
cinct. After reading the voting results
each recorder races to a telephone and
calls the campus. The speed of this
telephone relay is the con Gleem of
the EC operation.

Precinct recorders phone in their
ballot totals to women in Brown or
Jones College. The Rice women, in
turn, send the info to ICSA via the EC
Rider, a cyclist who motors between
the women's colleges and Herman
Brawn Hall until all precincts are ac-
counted for.
Once they reach the underworld,

the precinct reports are translated
onto punch cards and fed to the
computer.
By 7:10 the underground was

busier than a scalped ant hill. This
didn't seem to bother the radio and
newspaper people. But Channel
11 television's Mike Morgan, who
stepped from the pages of Gentle-
man's Quarterly into this night of
action, wisely stayed out of any
scramble. His presence, the occur-
rence of live broadcasting from the
busy computer room, was a first.
And as with many opening per-
formances, the ICSA cast was less
than perfect — though only by a
nose, which one of tonight's extras
delicately (but thoroughly) cleaned
as thousands of Houstonians
looked on.
The other Houston television sta-

tions deliver up-to-the-minute elec-
tion night coverage from their own
studios. There they are assisted by
Rice students who operate computer
terminals tied into the ICSA opera-
tion. These terminal operators need
the know-how of a computer jock and
the speed and reflexes of an athlete.
When the anchor-man says, "Let's
look at the latest totals in the mayor's
race ...", and the camera zooms in
on the terminal screen, the voting to-
tals in the city's comptroller's race
won't do.

F
OR ALL THE BRIGHT LIGHTS and
broadcasting from the Brown
basement, the night's program

was, literally, Jim Criswell's. Jim
coordinates and administers special
projects for ICSA. He authored the
program directing the computer as it
jerkily spit out voting totals, demog-
raphic breakdowns, checked itself and
rechecked itself.
And if it was Jim's script, tonight's

star might have been the IBM 370/
155. But the moving-yet-unmoved
Rice machine was constantly up-
staged by Rice people.
Some 100 students, from Saudi

Arabia, San Antonio, and every cul-
tural point in between, were at work.
They stretched out on tables and
floors, sat astride chairs in rooms and
hallways. They read and reread the
figures, checked the work of other
people, checked the work of the
machine, checked other checkers. In
one group they matched the computer
printout with the original telephone
reports; in another they compared
traditional voting patterns with to-
day's. Everywhere they looked for
anything that might suggest an
error.
How efficient could EC's 630-person

operation be?
So efficient that it was boring! By

8:15 there was enough information
processed to spark talk about the
December mayoral runoff, and about
the crushing defeat of the proposed
Texas Constitution. But I journeyed
to the underworld to bring away a
tale of excitement!
By 8:30 my assistant gave up. She

went home to read yesterday's news-
paper. I sought a stimulant — and a
story angle — in the ICSA library. As
the incumbant mayor "hovered
around 43 percent," I broke the cover
on an issue of Data News.
I didn't appreciate SALLYPORT until I

read Data News. It's enough to make
your hardware go software, at least if
you were an academ. Even the ads
told me nothing: "What's so great
about the SEL-32?" one spread asked.
"Plenty!" it concluded. I slipped
to sleep.

AT 10 PM the KTRU newsman
awakened me so that I might
catch the television news. And

glad I was to be awake, for at 10:07
the TS0 crashed.
Now the crashing of the TS0 in and

of itself was not of tremendous im-
port. Except for Channel 13's viewers,
who stared into a bright, blank TV
screen for a moment, none suffered.
But the crash brought out the best
in Rice's computer jocks. It was
their moment. It was trouble at the
Cape launch pad, a SAC scramble.
This Rice student sub-culture,

was a pleasure to watch. Their eyes
lit up as,smiling with self-confidence,
they went into action. It was their
jargon, though, a punch-card par-
lance, which confounded me.

"Hey, what's up? I asked one
switched-on c-j.

"No, it's down. The TS0 crashed!"
"Anybody hurt?" I queried.
"Had some trouble at 13."
"Well, is it terminal?"
"No, terminal's OK. VSR is what

killed it."
"Should we evacuate?" I was get-

ting worried.
"No, we're IPL-ing."
"That's good?"
"We'll be up in a minute. We're

programmed to survive a crash."
Nothing computed! He may have

been programmed to survive a crash,
but I wasn't. So, despite the student's
assurances, I scrammed — PDQ.
My friend was as right as an IBM

reel, though: the Time Sharing Op-
tion (TSO) was 'up' in six minutes
sharp; the Virtual Systems Release
(VSR) was operating smoothly; and
the Initial Program Loading (IPL)
was completed. Mike Morgan never
lost his polish. The Rice people
showed theirs.

I walked past the steel cabinets and
out to where the radio people spoke
into microphones plugged into outlets
Rice students had rigged.
At 11:15 all Houston precincts were

in and tabulated. Twelve cases of beer
were broken into on the second floor.
A student reminded me that politics
can be intoxicating. — Ed.



fi SALLYPORT NOVEMBER-DECEMBER °VEMBE

GODSPEED!
" Jeff Wells has never had that killer instinct, that
cockiness characteristic of most champion athletes

. . . He has something else."
By Phil Parker '78

I
F RICE UNIVERSITY were December, Jeff
Wells would be Christmas morning. He's
something very special, surprising, and

singularly delightful.
It's not simply because he's a good student.

The Rice campus has many who, like Jeff, are
regulars on the Dean's Team — even others
with a 3.7+ grade average. And it's not that he
combines excellence in academics with ex-
traordinary accomplishments in athletics. Rice
also claims its share of scholar-athletes.
The degree of athletic excellence he has at-

tained doesn't, alone, explain it either. True, he
earned All-America honors in two track
events last year, a unique accomplishment.
But few in this land of field goals and forward
passes pay attention to events like the cross
country or three-mile run. No, Jeff is special
for another reason.
The people at the Rice gym, and people all

over the campus feel it. They smile and wave as
the slender blond trots past.
His roommate of four years, John Lodwick,

knows why, but has trouble verbalizing it,
steering clear of clichés. "It's easy to use
superlatives in describing someone, like 'He's
the greatest,' but in Jeff's case it's true! I've
learned more from him than from anyone or
anything else at Rice. He's been my education
here. I like to think of Jeff as my brother."

Jeff Wells is the embodiment of all the qual-
ities college PR people talk about when their
rapping turns to the Student-Athlete. For
what he has done, Jeff Wells has earned the
respect of this college community. And for how
he has done it, he has won Rice hearts. He and
(in large part due to his leadership) the whole
cross country team stand today as striking
examples of intercollegiate athletics at their
very finest: remarkably beautiful and a source
of great pride for their school.
Four years ago Rice scouts and coaches had

no interest in this skinny kid from Madison-
ville, Texas. Nor did their counterparts at
other schools. Recruiters look at numbers —
height, weight, record times. Such statistics
enable them to separate from the mass those
who have that ever-elusive "what it takes" to
compete in the SWC, SEC, WAC or whatever,
depending on the school's location. By his own
admission, Jeff's high school track perfor-
mances were mediocre. His best time of 4.36.6
in the mile wasn't good enough to win at Dis-
trict, let alone get him into any State Class AA
finals.

Jeff's academic record, though, was some-
thing else. There the numbers added up to
class valedictorian. And Rice's reputation for
academic excellence attracted him. He applied
for admission into the class of 1976.
Once accepted, he wrote to track coach Bobby

May asking about the cross country and track
teams. May, always happy to have another
volunteer, invited the young man to fall try-
outs. In gym jargon such an athlete is tagged a
"walk-on."

Early in the fall, before tryouts, Wells made
the acquaintance of another freshman, John
Lodwick, who had entered Rice on an athletic
scholarship. John was one of four newcomers

planning to run with the Owls' cross country
squad. He persuaded Wells to give the team
a try. During an afternoon of easy run-
ning, Lodwick and Wells began a friendship
that may be the highlight of both men's
college careers. When, a short while later,
John learned that his roommate was drop-
ping out of Rice, he invited Jeff to share
his room in Lovett College. They remain
roommates — and best friends — today.
No one, including the runners, really took

cross country too seriously in 1972. "The coach
would say, 'We're getting ready for track sea-
son. Just go through the motions and stay in
good shape," Lodwick remembers. The "walk -
on" named Wells would change their attitudes.
Jeff made the team and began to show im-

provement. In practice he pared seconds off his
high school records. In his first performance
wearing the blue and gray, he beat all other
Rice harriers, including two juniors and a
senior, and finished among the top few in a
tough field. He continued in the following
meets to lead all Rice runners and to place
high. As the points rolled in, the coaches and
runners alike began to think seriously about
this squad, and especially about Wells. When
the winter of 1973-74 arrived, the Rice team
could run anybody a good race and the grin-
ning kid from Madisonville was the SWC
individual champ.

T
HE PLAUDITS began coming Jeff's way.
And with them, there came the inevita-
ble question: How did an adequate run-

ner become a champion? Jeff's friends, team
members, and coach knew how: through a lot of
determined, hard work. Jeff, though, explained
it another way. With disarming modesty, he
gave credit to his Lord. No one doubted him.
Only part of it is coaching. By its nature,

distance running does not lend itself to a struc-
tured program of constant supervision or
instruction. Perhaps more than any other
athletes, distance runners are singular, self-
reliant types. If a distance runner doesn't have
these qualities, he won't finish, let alone win.

"I can prescribe a workout, but I can't be
with them out there; I can't get inside their
bodies when they start to tire. They must want
to run," says Coach May. "But there is no lack
of desire among Jeff and his teammates."
The alarm awakens them but it is desire that

gets these athletes dressed and running at 6:30
in the morning, when the damp chill is still in
the Houston air. Jeff completes six miles before
sitting down to breakfast in the Lovett
Commons. He thrives on volume running —
always 100-plus miles a week.

It is always painful. It has to be if a runner is
to improve. Still, no matter how long or hard a
runner's workouts are, total exhaustion always
waits at the chalk line on meet day. And there
is no cheering crowd to lessen the pain. Desire
is everything.

It is the special quality, the strength of Jeff
Wells' desire that makes him a champion.
That's what his coach and teammates know,
and they know that it is contagious.

"God wants me to serve
Him by being a good

runner."
It grows out of Jeff Wells' committment to

his God, a committment made during the
summer before his enrollment at Rice. "Before,
I had depended on myself, tried to control my
own life. Then I decided to trust God, to serve
Him." People serve the Lord in different ways,
Jeff explains. "He wants me to serve Him by
being a good runner. I trust Him, and I let Him
meet my needs with His wisdom and His
strength."

"Jeff sincerely wants his life to be a living
ministry," says his roommate. "In the four
years I've known him, he has become more and
more concerned about others, and more com-
passionate. He really loves everyone.
"When we met, Jeff was more of an activist.

He thought a lot about politics and was anti-
war. He quoted all the philosophical maxims."
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Today, Jeff has redirected his extracurricular
scholarship. More often than not, you can find
511111 with a few friends, often fellow athletes,
quietly studying and discussing the Bible.
.In four years Jeff has become more at peace

With himself; he is no longer looking for
answers. And people who visit with Jeff
don't leave him without being impressed.
Everybody is.

AT FIRST THIS MODESTY and reverant
manner worked against Jeff. As a
freshman, he lacked confidence when

he lined up against the premiere runners in the
Conference. "He has never had the killer in-
stinct, that cockiness that a distance runner
needs to give him that extra edge," May says.
But he has always been very competitive. So,
as he began improving in practice, he gained
self-assurance. He ran better races. Even today
he lacks that cockiness, that instinct, but he
makes up for it."
The victories came with regularity during

and. after his sophomore year. As a junior, he
again captured the SWC cross country crown,
and began a string of victories that would
l.ast through the fall of 1975. That's when
it happened. Injury.
Two weeks before the Conference meet Jeff

Pushed himself too hard" in practice, tearing
delicate muscle fibers in his right calf. He was
unable to join in any team workouts before the
Conference race. The Rice squad slipped to sec-
ond and third place finishes during the next
two weeks, and went into the Conference meet
wondering how their star performer would do.
Never before had any runner won three con-

secutive individual SWC cross country titles.
On that sunny fall morning on Houston's
Glenbrook Golf Course Jeff set a personal
record for the four mile run. But he finished
second, behind Arkansas' Randy Melacon.
Between them the clock had ticked off just
four seconds.
"I know he was disappointed after losing that

race," May says. "But I couldn't tell it. I know
guys that would have cussed and thrown chairs
after losing an important race like that. But
4eff. acted almost as if he'd won." After they
f_inished the race, Jeff threw an arm around
nandY as they were crouched forward,
breathing hard.

'I am tired," Jeff admitted when someone
asked. But he made no excuses for the loss and
accepted none when they were offered: "Guess
Your leg bothered you a little, huh?" one coach
asked him as he recovered. "No," the Rice
champion replied, "I don't think it bothered meat all. Days after the race, the Arkansas coach
Was quoted in a Little Rock paper; Melacon had

lie's been beating the odds all along.

Photos-John Grossman

Some will finish minutes ahead of others.

run Wells into the ground, he said. The state-
ment upset everyone on the Rice team —
except Jeff.
The following Monday, Jeff was again put to

the test. This time it was the NCAA District 6
meet, in which runners and schools qualify for
the national championship race. Jeff set
another personal record, this time for the six-
mile run. He won first place handily, finishing
a full 30 seconds ahead of the number two run-
ner. When he had crossed the mark and passed
through the chute he turned, out of breath, and
cheered for the runner behind him — Randy
Melacon. The cheers were genuine; Melacon
and all the other competitors knew it. Jeff has
no pretensions, no vainglory.

"Four years ago no one
took Rice's cross country
team very seriously."

The team's third place finish at the District 6
meet made them eligible to participate in the
NCAA Cross Country Championships at Penn
State University on November 23. But they
found themselves facing a new dilemma: they
had no money. The athletic department budget
could afford to send Jeff and his roommate,
John, along with one coach, but the other two
runners would have to remain behind.
The team wouldn't have that. By "chipping-

in" and seeking other money sources, they
raised the necessary funds. The whole squad
went to Penn State.
Jeff and his teammates lined up with

athletes from 32 other schools on that Monday
afternoon. When it was all over, Jeff had
finished 22nd, again qualifying for All-
America honors. The team hadn't finished
high, but they had finished — together.

T
HOSE WHO FOLLOW these athletes in
years to come will have big shoes to fill.
And they will have to battle the num-

bers — especially those preceded by dollar
signs — even more vigorously. New NCAA
rules passed at an "emergency" meeting last
summer cut the number of track scholarships
any NCAA school can give by 40 percent. Most
schools, like Rice, are already at the limit in
the number of scholarships aiding track
athletes. So, there will be no new scholarships
for a couple of years.
The NCAA ruling is another attempt to help

balance athletic budgets. Money is trimmed
from the resources of the minor, "non-revenue"
sports, before biting hard into the dollars of
football and basketball.

What Jeff Wells and his fellow runners have
done this year is win — both honors and
friends. And when numbers — heights,
weights, times, attendances, profits and losses
—are brushed aside, placed in perspective,
what is left is immeasurable, priceless. It is
pure, honest athletics. And the athletes them-
selves participate not for money or fame, but,
quite literally, for love. Jeff Wells and his
teammates are Rice's ambassadors when they
attend meets. And the example they set, both
individually and as a whole, is one money
simply can't buy. They deserve Rice's interest,
attention, financial support — and pride.
They have made distance running a respecta-
ble part of Rice athletics, winning with a
style that is the epitomy of sportsmanship.

There are no cheering crowds to lessen the pain.

As for Jeff Wells, he hopes to win a Rhodes
Scholarship to continue his academic studies. If
he does, he will be the first varsity athlete to
win one since the early sixties, and the first
Rice student to win one since Charles Engels,
an EE, captured the award six years ago. At
Oxford, Jeff would like to study the early
history of the Christian church.
The competition will be stiff, but Jeff has

been beating the odds all along. After all, he
doesn't look like the athlete that he is. His
shoulders are too big for his 140-pound frame;
his arms and legs are much too thin. His child-
like face and modest, shy grin have none of the
brash cockiness characteristic of most champ-
ions. But the quiet young man, usually seen
wearing Puma track shoes and toting a fat
history book under one arm, is one of the
finest athletes Rice has ever had. And one of
the best friends.
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Join the Rice
Travel-Study
Tour to Britain
Do you yearn to read Wordsworth a
few miles above Tintern Abbey?
Here's your chance. Literary-minded
alumni and their college-aged chil-
dren are invited to spend the summer
of 1976 in England and Scotland,
reading the works of Romantic and
Victorian writers. The program will
combine reading, lectures and discus-
sion with visits to literary and histor-
ical landmarks. Students will read
Wordsworth in the Lake District, dis-
cuss the Brontes on the moors, visit
the Tate Gallery in London (where
many of Blake's works hang), and
enjoy approximately two weeks of
independent exploration after the
program is completed.
Alan Grob, professor of English,

will act as both tourguide and
teacher. Students may earn six hours
of University credit; alumni may take
six hours of non-degree or continuing
education credit, or may want to sim-
ply take the course for fun! The an-
ticipated cost, which includes tuition,
ground transportation in Great Brit-
ain, housing, most meals, group ex-
cursions and admission to special
events, is $1150. Arrangements are
being made for a low-cost chartered
flight, but ticket prices are not yet
available. For more information, con-
tact Alan Grob at the English Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas
77001 or 527-8101, ext. 2628; or the
Office of Continuing Studies, P.O.
Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001 or
527-8101, ext. 2599.

Continuing
Studies Offers
Mini-Courses
Pageants, parades and celebrations
all have places in the bicentennial
year, but as a Rice alum, you may be
looking for a more personal, lasting
way to celebrate and explore the
meaning of the nation's birthday.
Rice's Office of Continuing Studies
has created a program to satisfy a
variety of special interests. Interpret-
ing America will offer a year-long
series of "mini-courses" exploring our
past and our future, our present prob-
lems and our potential, our individu-
als and our institutions.

Rice professors and other experts
will conduct these four and five
session mini-courses both at the
University and at suburban locations.
The program meetings will involve
exhibits, debates, lectures, films,
panel discussions, and dramatic and
musical performances.
Interpreting America will include:

"In God We Trust: Americans and
Their Religions"; "The Good Land: An
Ecological History of the United
States"; "The Changing Roles of Men
and Women"; "American History in
American Films"; "The Secret Life of
City Hall: Governmental Structure
and Urban Growth"; and "American
Popular Culture".
The program, which is being un-

derwritten by Houston National
Bank, begins February 16. For $35
you may choose any three of the
courses any time during the year,
plus $10 for each additional course.
Information and enrollment forms
can be obtained by calling 526-3893.
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Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19,20 OCS

An Evening of One-Acts: "The Bear,"

by Anton Chekhov;"The Long Christmas

Dinner," by Thornton Wilder; and "The

Drapes Come," by Charles Dizenzo.

Main Street Theater, Autry House, 6265 Main

St., 8 p.m. Admission: $2 at the door. Call

524-3168 for reservations.

Jan. 30, 31 and Feb. 3-7

Butley, a play by Simon Grey.

Main Street Theater, Autry House, 6265 Main

St., 8 p.m. Admission: $2.50 at the door.

Call 524-3168 for reservations.

Feb. 9-14
Jumpers, a play by Paul Stoppard.

The Rice Players, Hammon Hall, 8 p.m.

Admission: Students and/or any Rice
ID., $1.50; others, $3. Call 527-4040 for

reservations.

Society of Rice University Women Spring Seminars

Meetings will be held in 301 Sewall Hall. Cof-

fee will be served at noon; the programs will

begin at 1230 p.m.
Jan. 12 "And the Pursuit of Happiness,"

by Katherine Tsanoff Brown, Fine

Arts Department and Dean of Un-

dergraduate Affairs.

Jan. 19 "Man's Challenge in the Twentieth

Century: Adapting to a Rapid-

ly Changing Environment," by

Rudy Nydegger, Psychology

Department.
"The Contemporary Short

Story," by Max Apple, English

Department.
"Living Architecture," by Ronald

Sass, Chemistry and Biology

Departments.
"Daily Life in a Tswana Village,"by

Adelaide de Souza Santoschool

of Architecture and Urban Design.

Jan. 26

Feb. 2

Feb. 9

Feb. 16 "The Source of Lightning," by

Arthur Few, Space Physics and

Astronomy Department.

Feb. 23 "The Appeals of Communism

in Western Europe," by John S.

Ambler, Political Science

Department.

Mar. 1 "Computers and You: Facts, Fibs

and Fantasies," by Stuart Lynn,

Mathematical Sciences Depart-

ment and Director of the Institute

for Computer Services and Appli-

cations (ICSA).

Mar. 8 "The Director at Work: Making

Choices," by Neil Havens, Fine

Arts Department, Director of the

Rice Players and Master of Jones

College.

Mar. 15 "Don Giovanni and Lulu: Repute

and Disrepute," by Edna Kilgore,

musicologist.

Shepherd School of Music

Chamber Music Series

All the programs will be held in Hamman Hall

at 8:30 p.m.

Jan. 14
Shepherd Quartet.

Feb. 19
Ronald Patterson, violin and Wayne Crouse,

viola.
Mar. 10
Shirley Trepel, cello.

Mar. 17
Music from Marlboro.
Mar. 24
Shepherd Quartet.

Apr. 12
Early music consort of London.

What do you do when Spring Fever hits?

When adventure calls? When you don't know

why, but you just can't sit still? Well, the Rice

Alumni Association has a suggestion: this

year, don't sit still! This spring, the Association

is offering to alumni and friends of Rice

a unique opportunity to travel to the

South Pacific!
Organized by Intrav (International Travel

Advisors, Inc.), the tour leaves Houston on

March 17 and returns March 31. First stop IS

.e avail(
o who
Vn. The

if On
Dre, mc

fled to
Christchurch, New Zealand, where voyagers loycible

will spend four days. Travelers will then jet
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Spring courses in the Rice Alumni Insti-
tute will begin several weeks later this year
than in years past. Complete information willI
 
be sentto all Houston-area alumni.
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course. For more information, contact the
OCS at 527-8101, ext. 2599.
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Adventure

Through Jan. 25
Form and Freedom: Indian Art of the
Northwest Coast.

Rice Museum, University at Stockton. Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, noon to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays.

Dec. 4-Feb. 6

Crafts Invitational
An exhibition of weaving, pottery and other

crafts, planned in cooperation with Houston's
Designer Craftsman Group. Sewall Gallery,
ground floor, Sewall Hall. Hours: weekdays,
noon to 5 p.m

RI

The next Alumni Association tour, A West-
ern Mediterranean Air/Sea Cruise, will

be during October, 1976. The two-week
adventure will take Rice people to nine ports
of call, including Mallorca, Barcelona,

Villefranche /Monte Carlo, Sicily and Crete,
at the perfect time of year for a visit.

For more information, contact the Alumni

Association at (713) 527-4057, or P.O. Box
1892, Houston, Texas 77001.

LECTURCS
Jan. 28
Ada Louise Huxtable of the New York Times

will be the speaker at this year's Brown Foun-
dation — J. Newton Rayzor Lecture. Hammon
Hall, 800 p.m.

LIYIS
Rice Media Center Spring Film Series

Films are shown at 730 and 10 p.m. at the
Rice Media Center, located at University and

Stockton. Titles and exact dates will be con-
firmed by the end of December. Call 527-

4854 for information. Admission: $1 at the

door; advance tickets are available through

Foley's Ticket Service.

SP RIS
Basketball

Tickets are $3 for alumni and friends. For
ticket information, call (713) 526-1161.

Dec. 1
Tulane, at New Orleans, 730 p.m.
Dec. 6
Texas Lutheran, at Rice, 730 p.m.
Dec. 8
Missouri, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Dec. 13
University of Texas at Arlington, at Rice, 730
p.m.
Dec. 18
McNeese, at Lake Charles, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 20
Pan American, at Edinburg, 730 p.m.
Dec. 22
Illinois, at Champaign, 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 29 & 30
Senior Bowl Tourney (South Alabama, Missis-
sippi,PonAmerican, Rice), at Mobile, 730 p.m.
Jan. 3
Baylor, at Waco, 730 p.m.

Jan. 6
Texas Tech, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Jan. 10
University of Houston, at Houston, 730 p.m.

Jan. 12
Texas Tech, at Lubbock, 730 p.m.
Jan. 14
Arkansas, at Rice, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 19
TCU, at Ft. Worth, 730 p.m.
Jan. 24
University of Texas, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Jan. 26
Texas A&M, at College Station, 730 p.m.

Jan. 28
SMU, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Jan. 31
Baylor, at Rice, 310 p.m.
Feb. 3
SMU, at Dallas, 730 p.m.
Feb. 7
UH, at Rice, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 11
Arkansas, at Fayetteville, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 17
TCU, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Feb. 21
UT, at Austin, 730 p.m.

Feb. 24
Texas A&M, at Rice, 7:30 p.m.
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7 Homecoming Album
"The first alumni art show was the popular favorite, but

the Dance of the Decades brought all classes into step."

T
. SCENE was the Rice Memo-

rial Center's Grand Hall on
Friday night, October 17, 1975.

The evening's class reunion parties
were, for the most part, over. Here,
banners hung from the high ceiling —
Class of '25, Class of '30, Class of '35
... Class of '65, Class of '70, all blue
on gray. And as people milled about
beneath them, the musical "Knight
Owls" got ready for the first number.
They struck the notes just after nine

o'clock and people began pairing off.
Rice alumni the Class of '16 shared
the dance floor with those in '70 for
the first Dance of the Decades.
Though the name suggested other-

wise, the music in no way resembled a
Tchaikovsky score. There was fox
trotting, and jitterbugging, even a lit-
tle bumping, as they say. And if you
ever wondered whether a single even-
ing of dancing could satisfy people of
all ages, here was the answer — it
sure can! And it lasted for three
hours, kicking off the 1975 Rice
Homecoming program.
Ten Rice classes officially cele-

brated anniversaries this year.
Saturday morning registration, as

might have been predicted, lasted
longer than any other single event on
the schedule, save the football game.
It was not because of the volunteer
registrars, nor even the large number
of alumni registering (386), but be-
cause before (and after)registering ,
folks visit, sitting and standing, lei-
surely discussing years that have past
since they last got together. Registra-
tion is a happy time.
The morning's activities included

the traditional wreath - laying cere-
mony at Mr. Rice's tomb and the 10th
annual gathering of the Golden R
Club. The popular favorite, though,
was probably the first Alumni Art
Exhibition, held Saturday and Sun-
day the 19th.
No one imagined how popular the

exhibit would be. Over 140 entries
were accepted and hung by the
Alumni Association. All vied for the
$100 Best of Show Prize and for seven
other prizes awarded in individual
categories. Hundreds of visiting
alumni viewed the show, which
featured paintings, photographs,
sculpture, and crafts (from ceramics
to quilt-work), in styles both tradi-
tional and modern. Judges for the
show, Lela McConnell and Henri
Gadbois, chose as Best of Show
"Spaceman," a sculpture in poly -
eurethane foam and wood and
painted with colorful acrylics, by Bob
Duncan '71. Other awards went to
Etheldra F. Greening '27 ("Study of
Herb Mears," oil), Stella Sullivan '45
("Madonna with Palms," acrylic),
David Miller '71 (Untitled, tapestry),
Tommie Lou Storm '59 ("Green
Rhythm," acrylic), Pauline Dessler
'75 ("Cat in Window II," photograph),
Ann Arnett '65 ("Colorado River
)Rocks," watercolor) and Jim Talbot
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'71 (Untitled, beaded shawl). The
People's Choice, decided by votes cast
by those who viewed the exhibit, was
Talbot's brightly colored shawl, which
took the artist some 1700 hours to
complete and involved stringing
one-half million tiny beads. An im-
pressive piece, to say the least.
Alumni left the exhibit in the

Hamman Hall lobby to attend the an-
nual Homecoming assembly Saturday
afternoon. There, the person of the
hour was Chairman of the Rice Board
of Governors, Herbert Allen '29, who
received the Alumni Association's
1975 Gold Medal for Distinguished
service and the Rice Engineering
Alumni Outstanding Engineer
Award. In addition to Allen, Walter
Moore, Jr. '59, immediate past - presi-
dent of the Alumni Association,
Evelyn Smith Murphy '43, first vice-
president of the Association and
chairperson of the Homecoming
committee, and the late Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond A. Cook '35 (Florence
Bryan '40) were honored at the
assembly.
Gaylord Johnson '21, presented

President Hackerman with a scroll
commemorating the conclusion of the
Class of 1921 Scholarship Fund drive.
Alumni then heard from the Dean

of the Shepherd School of Music, Dr.
Samuel Jones, who sketched the goals
of Rice's newest academic division,
and Dr. Robert Sterling, Jesse Jones
Professor of Management and
Accounting, who outlined plans for
the Jesse Jones Graduate School of
Administration, which is slated to
open its doors in 1977.
The 50th anniversary of the Class

of '25 — Rice's 10th graduating class
— was also a highlight of the Sat-
urday program. Miss Sarah Lane
'16, former dean of women and Li-
brarian Emerita, Herbert Allen and
Dr. Hackerman were special guests.
Class members, their families and
guests exchanged stories during a
buffet lunch at Cohen House. After
eating, the Class of '25 officially
joined the Golden R Club, whose
members have all celebrated their
50th anniversary reunion, as Alumni
Association President Henry Gissel,
Jr '58 presented to those class mem-
bers in attendance a small gold pin
commemorating the occasion.
An afternoon cocktail party and, la-

ter, a delicious buffet dinner in the
Memorial Center fueled up the
Homecoming group before they joined
thousands of other Rice fans for an
exciting football contest in Rice
Stadium. The sporting Owls were as
beautiful as the weekend weather
(and the Homecoming queen) and
emerged victors over SMU. Several
classes got together to celebrate after
the game. Most alumni made for their
homes or hotel rooms, however. Their
grinning faces told the story —
Homecoming 1975 was a pleasure
for all.
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Honors

NASA Award to Walter Guy
Walter W. Guy MS '68, assistant
chief for test and development, Crews
Systems Division of Engineering and
Development Directorate at the
Johnson Space Center in Houston,
was awarded the NASA Exceptional
Service Medal at the September 16
Apollo - Soyuz Awards Ceremony,
held at JSC. The award cited Guy's

"outstanding contributions to the
Apollo - Soyuz Test Project through
his leadership and technical skill in
the development and testing of the
life - support and crew - transfer sys-
tems for the ASTP mission." The July
15-24 earth - orbital mission, a joint
U.S./U.S.S.R. effort, was the first in-
ternational manned space flight.

Guy (right) honored for Apollo-Soyuz work.

Please Note
Effective immediately and extend-
ing for 60 days after January 1,
1976, the Association of Rice
Alumni Office will give your cur-
rent address, graduation date
and/or degree to no one! This is
being done in response to the Fam-
ily Education Rights and Privacy
Act of 1974 (the Buckley Amend-
ment) which deals with rights
of privacy and school records. The
only records in the Alumni Asso-
ciation Office are several lists of
alumni (defined as those who at-
tended Rice for at least one year)
and includes degrees earned and
Current addresses.
At the end of the 60-day interim

after January 1, we will resume the
Practice of releasing your address to
Your classmates and friends. If you
want your current address, class
Year and/or degree to be kept com-
Pletely confidential, please notify us
at once. If we do not receive notifica-
tion from you within the 60-day
Period after January 1, we will as-
sume that we have your tacit ap-
Proval to give the information we
have to classmates and friends who
call and ask.
Information about Rice alumni

has never been, and will never be,
handled with anything but the
highest regard for the rights of in-
dividual privacy. The lists of Rice
alumni are available only to the
Association, Rice University, and
it.s official offices and organiza-
tions. It is reprinted only for ap-
proved alumni mailings.
If you have any questions or

would simply like to discuss this
With us, contact the Alumni As-
sociation at (713) 527-4057 or P.O.
Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001.
Well be glad to tell you what we
know!

Area Club
Notebook
Area Clubs are alive and well in vari-
ous places all over the country! The
Lubbock Area Club sponsored a re-
ception on November 1 for area
alumni, families of current Rice stu-
dents, and assorted friends. The par-
ty's raison d'etre was the Texas
Tech-Rice game, and a total of about
40 guests, including Rice's President
Norman Hackerman, enjoyed
cocktails and snacks before the game.
Monty Strauss BA '67, coordinator
of the affair and associate professor of
math at Texas Tech, reports, "The re-
ception was very successful; I hope
there will be more alumni activities
here in the future!"
The Harvard Club in Boston was

the setting for a recent meeting of the
Boston-New England Area Club.
Co-chairpersons Frank Dent BA '59
and Rita Paddock (ex-director of
Rice's Affirmative Action Office)
planned the evening of quiche Lor-
raine, hors d'oeuvres and drinks for
alumni and friends on December 8.
Tom Haskell, assistant professor of
history at Rice who is spending the
year at Yale doing research for the
National Institute for Humanities,
spoke on "The Taxpayer and the
Plight of the Humanities."
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Campus

Brown School Dedicated
The George R. Brown School of En-
gineering was formally established in
a dedication ceremony held during
the afternoon and evening of
November 12. Honoring the many
contributions George R. Brown '20
has made to Rice, the dedication took
two parts: an afternoon assembly in
Hamman Hall and a dinner and re-
ception later in the Grand Hall of the
Rice Memorial Center.
The nine speakers at the assembly,

among them Dr. Norman Hacker-
man, Rice's President; Herbert Allen
BS '29, chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors; and J. Frank Overton BS '48,
Rice Engineering Alumni president,
cited Brown's outstanding support of
the University and engineering edu-
cation in general. "George R. Brown
is the most notable of all Rice's con-
tributors," said Alan J. Chapman BS
'45, dean of the Brown School. James
Sims BS '41, Herman and George R.
Brown Professor of Civil Engineering,
noted that Brown has served Rice
with a "vision and zeal rarely encoun-
tered in a single individual." Wayne
Hale '76, president of the Student As-
sociation, said, "We students mark
this day with a pledge to carry on
with honor and success this new
school." President Hackerman ded-
icated the school "to the future of
the world."
The featured speaker at the even-

ing's dinner/reception was Arthur
Fox, Jr., president of the American
Society of Engineers and editor of En-
gineering News-Record. "This Uni-
versity, on this great day in history,

dedicates itself to a new level of excel-
lence in engineering education," he
told 350 guests in a talk entitled
"Making Engineering Education Rel-
evant." "It is a proper response to the
dedication and generosity of George
R. Brown."

Recently retired as chairman of the
board of Brown and Root, Brown
began his major support of Rice in
1942, when he played an instrumen-
tal part in helping Rice obtain half of
the Rincon oil field in Texas' Starr
County. Less than a month after Rice
formalized the oil purchase, in
January, 1943, Brown became a
member of the University's Board of
Governors. On February 15, 1950, he
became the first alumnus to serve as
chairman of the board. Brown retired
from the board in 1968, at age 70, but
retains his status as trustee emeritus.
Brown's efforts on behalf of the

University are, perhaps, epitomized
by his term as chairman of Rice's $33
Million Campaign in 1965: less than
three years later, the drive was con-
cluded — after surpassing its goal by
more than $10 million!
The crowd of educators, students

and community leaders filling Ham-
man Hall for the afternoon's dedi-
cation addresses gave Brown two
standing ovations as he stood at
the podium. "I can't tell you how
much warm gratitude I have for this
dedication," he said, "but I have
to quote Shakespeare: A rose by
any other name would smell as
sweet." The nine men who spoke be-
fore him did not agree.

Dr. Hackerman and Mr. George Brown chat before the assembly.
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Netusw, NOTICES

Vandiver Tapped by
Southern Historical Assoc.
Frank E. Vandiver, Harris Master-
son, Jr. Professor of History and
Rice's Provost, became president of
the Southern Historical Association
at its annual meeting on November 6
in Washington, D.C. He was the As-
sociation's vice-president during the
past year.
A Rice faculty member since 1955,

Vandiver is one of the nation's emi-
nent military historians. In 1972, he
began a six-year term on the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities, the
policy-making arm of the National
Endowment for the Arts. In 1973, the
Secretary of the Army appointed

Vandiver to a five-year term as
chairman of the U.S. Army Military
History Research Collection Advisory

Committee. He has served on the De-

partment of the Army Historical Ad-

visory Committee since 1969. For the

1973-74 academic year, Vandiver was

a visiting professor of military history
at West Point.
In becoming president of the South-

ern Historical Association, Vandiver

succeeds Richard N. Current, Univer-
sity Distinguished Professor of His-

tory at the University of North
Carolina in Greensboro.

A not her honor for the Rice provost.

Athletics Review
Committee Named
Catherine Coburn Hannah '43 is
head of Rice's new Select Committee
for Review of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics. Organized to review the past and
present and to make recommenda-
tions for the future of Rice's athletic
programs, the committee is comprised
of two alumni (Richard A. Chapman
BA '54, a research manager for Texas
Instruments at Dallas, and Frank
Ryan BA '58, head of Information
Services for the U.S. Congress); two
faculty members (W. G. Characklis,
associate professor of environmental
engineering, and Ira Gruber, pro-
fessor of history); two members of
the Board of Governors (Ted Law
and Ralph O'Connor); and two
current students (John Anderson
and Troy Squires, both members of
the class of 1976).
By creating the committee, Dr.

Hackerman has taken the first step
toward fulfilling a pledge he made
when he became the Rice President in
1971. At that time he promised to re-
view Rice's intercollegiate athletic
program after five years.
Hackerman's charge to the com-

mittee is broad. It is to study Rice's
athletic program, to determine the
current program's useful and dam-
aging effects to the University,
and to recommend "the best position
that we can take for the strongest
effort in the area, if that is a fair and
proper conclusion, to assure our-
selves that academically the in- •

tercollegiate program might be
helpful and certainly not harmful."
The entire range of options, from

continuing the present program to
dropping intercollegiate athletics al-
together, is open to the commii.tee.
However, Hackerman has told the
Houston newspapers that the discon-
tinuance of intercollegiate athletics is
probably not in the cards.
The committee held its first meet-

ing in mid-November and expects to
complete its work in May.

Catherine Hannah '43 heads committee
to review athletics.

January 1976
Convocation is P
"Who are you people? What are you
buying — Professionalism?" is the
central theme of a proposed Rice Con-
vocation for early 1976. Similar to the
last University convocation, held in
1968, the 1976 meeting is being de-
signed to allow for open discussion
and debate on a critical issue facing
Rice today: the "professionalization"
of the undergraduate curriculum.
Impetus for the convocation was

provided in early September when the
Student Association Senate passed a
resolution calling for a University /
community-wide convocation "in
order to foster more constructive
self-examination and a greater sense
of community at Rice." Two Student
Association officers, Richard C. Bost
(Lovett '76) and John R. Anderson
(Baker '76) were asked to spearhead
the drive for a convocation.
Within a month, a student-

faculty-alumni Ad Hoc Committee on
the Convocation had been formed.
Eight faculty members, three alumni
representatives, and ten under-
graduates agreed to serve on the
committee: Dean of Undergraduate
Affairs Katherine T. Brown; Profes-
sors Paul E. Pfeiffer (math sciences),
Charles Garside, Jr. (history), Charles
W. Philpott (biology), J. Dennis
Huston (English), Ronald Sass
(biology and chemistry), Deborah
Nelson (French), and Franz R.
Brotzen (mechanical engineering);
alumni representatives Martha
Murphree, Gus Schill, Jr., and W. V.
Ballew, Jr.; college presidents John
F. Dragovits (Will Rice), Anne
Martin (Jones), Chris Amandes
(Lovett); Student Association offi-
cers Bost, Anderson, Kate Wheeler,
and Waldo Maffei; students
Margaret Laue, Pat Lucas, and
Barbara Ladner.
Thursday, October 2, the twenty-

one member committee met at Cohen
House to determine if the idea of
a convocation was indeed worthy of
the time and efforts it might entail, to
decide on a course of action to follow,
and to delineate what ought to be
meant by a Rice Convocation.
. The consensus of the meeting was

positive. With Rice (and most other

private universities) facing a less
than certain future, a general Uni-

versity convocation could serve as a

meeting ground for constructive
thought on vital topics — an oppor-

tunity for students, faculty, and

alumni to openly discuss and criti-

cally examine the future of the un-

dergraduate experience at Rice.
A subcommittee of the group of

twenty-one was then formed to draft

a position paper on the proposed con-

vocation. Sass, Bost, Anderson,
Brown, and Ladner served on this
smaller committee which formulated
a series of topics for potential discus-
sion at convocation.

roposed
A full month after the first Cohen

House meeting, the Convocation
Committee lunched again, this time
hearing Sass present the tentative
topics. After some discussion, the
committee reached agreement: the
topic of the proposed 1976 Rice Convo-
cation would be centered on "pro-
fessionalism" and its effects on the
undergraduate curriculum.
The manner of presentation was

taken up by the committee. Tentative
plans call for a convocation beginning
on Wednesday evening, February 4.
That first night, there might be an in-
troduction given by the President, fol-
lowed by one or perhaps two keynote
addresses on professionalism — pro
and con. The next day would be di-
vided into a morning and an after-
noon session. Panel discussions in the
morning would be followed by smaller
gatherings in the afternoon. The af-
ternoon sessions would be held in
comfortable, convenient locations
(either the homes of masters or the col-
leges' commons). At these sessions, a
set of five or six questions would be
posed to all those present. The effect,
the committee hopes, would be that of
a town meeting: open discussion,
questioning, perhaps informal debate.
The results of these smaller gather-
ings would then be funneled to a
steering committee, which would
blend the findings of all the groups
for a report to be given to a
University -wide assembly on Friday
evening.
Plans now call for the submission of

this 1976 Convocation proposal to the
University Council for action on
Wednesday, December 3. As of now,
the prospects for a Rice convocation
seem favorable.
Some might ask what such a formal

convocation could offer Rice students,
faculty, and alumni — besides a day
off from the regimen of classes? Seven
years ago, Professor Ronald Sass
opened the last Convocation of the
University, suggesting that, "In a
strict sense, an evaluation is an ascer-
tainment of the value or worth of a
particular. For our purposes, it is a
discernment of the goals, purposes,
and character of the undergraduate
experience at Rice University. If we
can clearly define what we desire and
hope for as the result of a Rice educa-
tion, then the problems we have only
vaguely sensed will emerge with ra-
tional clarity and solutions will follow
in the form of specific and directed
changes."
That hope, to discern clearly and to

illuminate the problems facing the
undergraduate experience at Rice and
to offer positive solutions, is the ulti-
mate goal of those who are seeking
once more a gathering of the whole
Rice community — a convocation now
so that we might meet the future bet-
ter prepared.

"R" Men Honor Eight
Six of Rice's finest athletes were honored in November by the R Association when
new names were entered in the University's Athletic Hall of Fame. The tributes
went to the late Philip H. Arbuckle, Rice's first coach; the late A.M. "Tommie"
Tomforde '17, basketball star and captain of the football team during 1913-17;
Louis H. "Smoky" Brothers '36, SWC track star; Hamilton J. Nichols, Jr. '47 and
J. W. Magee, Jr. '48, both Rice football stars who later turned professional; and
Don K. Lance '58, basketball star of 1952-54. The R Association presented its
Distinguished R Man of 1975 award to Dr. James Greenwood, Jr. '27, who helped
organize Rice's first golf team and served as the team's captain during 1925-26.
An honorary R was awarded posthumously to Morris Frank, Houston sports
writer and personality.



EMBES NOVEMBER-DECEMBERC - SALLYPORT

Classnbtes 
13

hen
ion
ime
;ive
the
the
WO-
tro-
the

was
tive
ing
4.

L in-
fol-
Lote
pro
di-
ter-
the
her
af-
in

on s
col-
s, a
be

ect,
Lt of
on,
ate.
ler-
o a
uld
ups
a

day

n of
the
on
ow,
ion

nal
nts,
lay
yen
ass
the
a

:er-
a

s a
ies,
ate
we
Ind
ca-
nly
ra-
ow
ted

1 to
the
Lnd
lti-
ing
ole
OW
,et-

Len
tes
ie"
17;
nd
nd
its
Led
26.
rts

1916-1939

Reuben S. Caplan BS '33 was
awarded an American Petroleum In-
stitute Certificate of Appreciation at
a Washington, D.C. meeting of the
Institute's Central Committee on
Telecommunications. Caplan retired
last March from his position as vice
President of the Gulf Oil Communi-
cations Company, Inc., after 40 years
of service. Howard I. Mason '34
and Ernestine Cantrell Mason '35
recently returned to Houston from
San Salvador, El Salvador, where he
was a volunteer on assignment
for the International Executive
Service Corps (IESC). IESC is a non-
profit organization which sends re-
tired (and sometimes, mid-career)
executives to developing countries
to share their managerial and or-
ganizational knowledge. Mason is
a retired executive vice president of
Anderson, Clayton & Co. He served
for three months in San Salvador as
an advisor on marketing procedures
for the Cooperativa Algodonera
Salvadorena Ltd., a cooperative of
cotton-growers. W. T. Thagard
BS '34 has been elected a director
and vice chairman of the board of
Texas Eastern Transmission Corp.
of Houston. He has been with them
since 1947 when he joined as an ad-
ininistrative engineer. Marge Boyd
Caldwell BA '36 author of The
Radiant You, Capsules for Confidence
and Speak Out With Marge, was
the featured speaker at the Califor-
nia ,Baptist College Women's
GUILD (Group United in Life Devel-
oPment) meeting. Over 250 wom-
en attended the fourth annual
state-wide meeting, during which
Caldwell spoke about her impressions
of college and high school students
and their attitudes. Charles H. von
Rosenberg BA '36, a partner in the
accounting firm of Haigh and von
Rosenberg, was reelected to a
three-year term as a member of the
Council of the American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants
at that organization's 88th annual
meeting. This September, delegates
from the Episcopal diocese of West
Texas, which is headquartered in
Dallas, elected Scott Field Bailey
BA '38 bishop coadjutor. Ann Holt
Warren BA '39 writes, "Driving
?round the Rice campus in August,
came to a renewed realization of

the excellency of the education I was
Privileged to receive amidst such
handsome surroundings. We return
to Houston very infrequently. The
occasion this summer was a reunion
after 36 years of all six Holt sisters
and their spouses. A truly joyous oc-
casion. My husband is nearing re-
tirement from the Episcopal ministry,
and I continue to teach retarded
adults until that time. Our four chil-
dren are scattered. Two daughters
and their families are in Hawaii. One
laughter is a physician in Chicago.
Tid our son lives in Boulder, Colo.

have become grandparents six
tittles, and as they come, or we go for
,,v,Isits, we enjoy these charming addi-
Lions to our family."

Charles M. Gaitz BA '42, a geriatric
t38Ychiatrist for the Texas Research
Institute of Mental Sciences (TRIMS),
,was elected president-elect of the
klerontological Society during its an-
ilbItalmeeting in October in Louisville,
`‘Nr• The Society is a national organi-

zation of researchers, educators, and
physicians dealing with the aging
process. Walter D. Murphy BS
'48 has been promoted to presi-
dent and chief operating officer of
Linbeck Construction Corporation.
David W. Lewis BA '52, professor of
mechanical engineering in the Uni-
versity of Virginia's School of En-
gineering and Applied Science, has
recently completed research into the
advertising claims made by 10 popu-
lar analgesic skin balms. Using a
method which he developed to test the
theory of skin temperature response
to balms, Lewis and his co-
researcher, Phyllis J. Verhonick, a
professor in the University's School of
Nursing, found that only one balm
(InfraRUB) consistently increased
skin temperature. The others, they
found, produced only a superficially
"warm" sensation on the skin. They
plan to publish the findings of the
project, which was funded by a
grant from the U.S. Public Health
Service, in Nursing Research. Ellen
Yeager Cargile '53 writes "just
to let you know some of us are still
alive and working. You are invited
to my one-woman show beginning
Nov. 1, 1975 at Fort Lewis College
Fine Arts Gallery, Durango, Colo.
which is 28 pieces of painting and
sculpture done in the spring and
summer of 1975. To the Homecoming
Art Exhibition Committee: Congratu-
lations on a great idea! Hope your
show is a great success!" Walter
H. Deakin, Jr. BS '53 has been
named treasurer of Ashland Oil,
Inc.'s Exploration department, which
is involved internationally in oil and
gas exploration. John D. Burns
BA '55, BS '56 has been elected a
vice president of Continental Oil
Company's chemicals department.
He and his wife, Margaret Garrett
Burns BA '61, moved to Houston
earlier this year from Saddle Brook,
N.J. Jack McGinty BS '56
was elected first vice- president
and president-elect of the American
Institute of Architects at their na-
tional convention, held last May in
Atlanta, Ga. He will be president-
elect in 1976 and president in 1977.
A partner in the McGinty Partner-
ship, Inc., Architects, McGinty will
be the first Texan to serve as
AIA president. He and his wife,
Juanita Jones McGinty BA '56,
live in Houston with their two chil-
dren. David R. Dillehay BA '58
writes, "My wife and I recently
returned from a trip to England,
where I presented two papers at the
Pyrochem International 1975 Con-
ference at the University of Surrey
in Guildford. We visited in Edin-
burgh, Scotland and Shannon, Ire-
land, also. During our two week
tour of English pyrotechnic facilities,
we took time to visit with some of our
English friends near Salisbury. A
German couple, whom we met in
Toulon, France in 1973, will visit in
our home in October." Henry W.
Davis BA '59 has been made an
associate professor of computer sci-
ence at Wright State University in
Dayton, Ohio.

1960-1969

Pat Groves BS '62 writes that he has
"accepted a position as product plan-
ner at Rolm Corporation in Cuper-
tino, Calif. Rolm was founded about
five years ago by four Rice alumni:
Gene Richeson BA '62, Ken
Oshman BA '62, Walt Loewenstern
BA '59 and Bob Maxfield BA '63
with the name being derived from

their initials. Gibson Anderson BA
'63 is the manager of sales support at
Rolm. Martin Graham, a former
teacher of all of the above EEs and
now on the faculty at UC Berkeley, is
a consultant at Rolm. Rolm manufac-
tures rugged mini-computers and
computerized telephone systems and
employs over 300 people." Judy
Poinsett Nelson BA '62 "won the Ft.
Leavenworth Golf Club Champion-
ship having one round of par 72 (a
new women's course record) with a
hole-in-one. Also won the Leaven-
worth Invitational. In tennis — I won
the women's 35 and over tournament'
in the Topeka Open, and won the wo-
men's doubles in the Leavenworth
Open." Harriett Hyatt Breihan BA
'63 went to Commerce, Tex. last Au-
gust to be reunited with six other
1959 honors graduates of Commerce
High School. To attend, she had to
travel all the way from Waynesboro,
Va. where she lives with her husband,
Robert W. Breihan BA '63 and their
two children. James L. Williams BA
'63 writes, "Ever since my graduation
I have worked for Haskins & Sells, an
international CPA firm here in Hous-
ton. As of June 1, I joined that firm as
an audit partner. My wife, Linda Jo (a
Longhorn), my two sons, Brent and
Kent, and I live among the tall pine
trees in beautiful northwest Harris
County. Unfortunately, it necessi-
tates a 'beautiful' 25-mile one-way
commute each day." S. K. Djou MS
'64 has been made an associate in the
Honolulu office of Dames & Moore,
consultants in the environmental and
applied earth sciences. Djou has been
with the firm for over 11 years as a
specialist in soils and foundation en-
gineering. He and his wife, Sue, live
in Kailua, Hawaii with their two
sons. Stan Elliott BA '65 "finished
Southwestern Medical School in 1969;
interned in San Francisco, Calif. for
one year. After two years in the Air
Force, returned to Dallas for a resi-
dency in pediatrics; entered practice
in Ft. Worth in 1975. Married in
1967; now have two children — both
boys." W. Robert Houston MA '66,
PhD '72 makes this brief announce-
ment: "Sandra and I just had our first
child — a 6 lb. 15 oz. boy named
Robert Richard. That is our big news
for the year." "Formerly a partner in
Needham & O'Rourke," J. Raymond
Needham BA '66 "has become a di-
rector of Coppas International (UK)
Ltd. and president of its U. S. sub-
sidiary, Coppas International, Inc.
Coppas is a British holding company
with interests primarily in the pet-
roleum, petrochemical, and process
industries. International headquar-
ters are in London, and operational
centers are maintained in Houston,
Toronto, Nassau, Aberdeen, Jedda
and Dhahran. Its new North Ameri-
can headquarters have opened on the
46th floor of the 1100 Milam Building
in Houston." Geoffrey J. Norris BA
'67 has joined the legal department of
Cooper Industries, Inc. at its corpo-
rate headquarters in Houston.
Michael R. Rosenthal BA '67 an Air
Force major, has been transferred
from Sheppard AFB in Texas to
U-Tapao Airfield in Thailand. Ro-
senthal is a psychiatrist with the
USAF hospital there. John Paul
Riquelme BA '68 was married to
Louise Ellen Tietz in August in New-
port, R.I. They will live in Dallas
where he is a doctoral candidate in
English and an assistant professor at
SMU. Dennis Bahler BA '69
"teaches English to Vietnamese re-
fugees and others in Charlottesville,
Va." John P. Kline, Jr. BA '69 has
been promoted from first lieutenant
to captain in the Marine Corps. He

and his wife live on a Marine Corps
Base in Quantico, Va. Terence
O'Rourke BA '69, MA '72, 1973
Texas assistant attorney general
who won recognition for his investi-
gation of the Sharpstown banking
scandal and for his representation of
Sissy Farenthold in her 1974 finance
suit against Dolph Briscoe, is a
Democratic candidate for the position
of Texas Railroad Commissioner.
Concerned with Texas' energy needs,
he says, "Texas is the country's
biggest energy-producing state, and
is also among the nation's biggest
energy consuming states. We need
conservation, protection, and efficient
regulation to serve both vital in-
terests." Presently, O'Rourke is in
private practice with the law firm of
O'Rourke, Lawler and Coleman.

1970-1975

Tom Altman BA '70 "married the
former Jo Ann Simmons in Austin on
Sept. 9. Following a relaxing, sun-
filled honeymoon in Acapulco they
returned to Houston, where Jo is
employed by Farmer's Insurance and
Tom by Exxon (as an 'employee re-
lations specialist' — Chem E de-
grees lead to unusual places!)" Betty
Derrick MA '71 has been promoted
from commercial supervisor to
training supervisor by Southern
Bell Telephone Co. in Atlanta, Ga.
C. Woodbridge Hickcox PhD
'71 has been appointed to the posi-
tion of assistant professor of geology
at Allegheny College in Meadville,
Pa. He and his wife, Alice
McCracken Hickcox BA '69 have
a one-year-old son, Edward. Dan
King BA '71 "received his JD from
the University of Texas Law School
this past May, and was recently
sworn in as a new attorney in the
October ceremonies in Austin. This
milestone was not sufficient to satisfy
his thirst/mania (?) for learning,
however; he is currently enrolled in
the Texas MBA program with a
projected concentration in manage-
ment and/or finance. 'Some of us
never give up, I guess,' he reports rue-
fully." Patricia Wimmer Streeter
BA '71 "thought you people might be
interested in knowing that I've been
doing graduate work in math at the
University of Texas. I didn't quite
finish my master's thesis, due in part
to the birth of my first child, Karen
Ruth Streeter, on March 3, 1975. My
husband, Tom Streeter '70, has re-
cently graduated from UT law school,
and, after long searching, has found a
job as Assistant County Attorney of
Grayson County (Sherman, Texas).
We are currently in the process of
moving there. I don't really expect it
in a town of 30,000, but if there are
any other Rice alums out there, I'd be
glad to hear from you. Go MOB!"
Mary Ann Manning Baker BA '72
writes, "Meeting, getting involved in,
and enjoying the world outside the
hedges has kept me busy for three and
a half years. I now have an interest-
ing job as an assistant buyer for
Sakowitz in Houston, a house down
the Gulf Freeway toward Galveston,
two dogs, and last, but not least, a
husband. George works at NASA as a
programmer for IBM, and we both
commute. One question: How did the
University (Alumni Association) get
my new address without getting my
new name? All my Rice mail still
comes to Miss Mary Ann Manning! If
you're visiting Houston, or if you live
here, please call or drop us a note. I've
been out of touch for too long, lost in
the commuter's world of freeways and
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9-5, or 6 or 7 p.m." Patricia Barnes
BA '72 is a student at the American
Graduate School of International
Management in Glendale, Ariz. Julia
M. Bierer BA '72 writes, "After three
years in the outside (real?) world, I'm
back to being a 'weenie' - this time
at Georgia Tech in the College of In-
dustrial Management. I would enjoy
meeting other Rice alums in the At-
lanta area." Rice folks can reach her
at Georgia Tech, Box 35273, Atlanta,
Ga. 30332. Bill Caldwell BA '72 "re-
ceived an MA in history from the
University of Georgia in August,
1974, and I am about to begin my sec-
ond year of work on my PhD degree. I
taught for the first time this past
year. As a teaching assistant, I taught
survey courses in Western civilization
and U. S. history. Despite the frustra-
tions that inevitably accompany
teaching, I have decided that I defi-
nitely enjoy it. I will be teaching
again this year. I like the history de-
partment here, but the thing I like
best about Georgia is the beautiful
countryside, ranging from the won-
ders of St. Simon's Island to the
glories of the Appalachian Trail just
two hours drive away from Athens.
Several backpack trips and numerous
day hikes on the Appalachian Trail
have enabled me to keep some of my
physical fitness and all of my sanity.
A hike in the mountains is a wonder-
ful way to blow off steam!" Thomas
J. Douglas BA '72 received an MS de-
gree in Man-Environment Relations
from Penn State on Aug. 30, 1975.
Mary Catherine Mullen BA '72
married George Edward Bowles on
Aug. 16 in Dallas. After a honeymoon
in Europe, they returned to live in Big
D. Sharon K. Hott BA '73 "finished
my MPhil at the London School of
Economics and completed tenure of
my Marshall Scholarship in June.
Over the summer I saw the tennis
matches at Wimbledon and travelled
to Scotland, Greece and Egypt. I am
now living in Manhattan and am a
management trainee in the Interna-
tional Bank of Chemical Bank."
Christopher A. Nicolaou BA '74
married Katherine J. Phifer on Sept.
27 in Dallas. Robert R. Wadley
BComrn '74 and Denise Bruce were
married Aug. 9 in the Rice Memorial
Chapel. They are living in Houston.
David H. Whitney BA '74 "married
Katherine Castree on September 13.
We are both enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Chicago - she as a second-
year student in the Pritzker School of
Medicine, myself as a second-year
trainee in the Medical Scientist
Training Program sponsored by the
NIH. I expect to receive a PhD in
medical economics and an MD." Ken
Alexander BA '75 writes, "Once a
weanie, always a weanie. Harvard
Law School is a much friendlier place
than I might have guessed. I'm keep-
ing my sanity by refusing to study
law every waking minute - I'm
teaching a bicycle course in the Free
University and working for the Legis-
lative Research Bureau. I have cros-
sed paths with several Rice alums
here in the cold north. I met a half
dozen Rice men in one spot - a Wel-
lesley mixer! (We went to Rice, we
must be smart - also horny!)"
Catherine Krause Spencer BA '75
writes, "Both my husband, John E.
Spencer PhD '75 and I have just
moved to southern California, and we
don't want to lose touch with Rice.
Please send SALLYPORT. We received
the July-August issue at my hus-
band's parents' home in Mississippi,
and enjoyed it thoroughly. The article
on The Admissions Game,' and on
Anna Turner were most interesting
reading. And Homecoming sounds
great - I wish we could be there!"

In Memoriam

Voelian W. Whitfield BS '17
of Pasadena, Tx.

H. L. "Tony" Bell BA '19
of Victoria, Tx.

Bart Coan '19
of Fort Davis, Tx.

J. Lee Vilbig '21
of Dallas, Tx.

Julius W. Offricht '22
of Houston.

John Wilson Shacklett BS '22
of Houston.

Ralph D. Yates '22
of Bethesda, Md.

Robert M. Bradbury '23
of Kilgore, Tx.

Dorothy Ratcliff Hogan BA '23
of Houston.

Frederick William Johnson, Sr. BA '23

of Wimberley, Tx.

Samuel A. Fitch BA '25
of Weston, Mass.

Idale Sinsheimer Klingon '25
of Galveston.

Thomas Verner Moore, Sr. BA '26

of Houston.

Arthur B. Denman, Sr. BS '28
of Dallas.

Charles C. Ewing '28
of Houston.

Roy Dodd Spencer BA '28
of Seabrook, Tx.

William K. van Zandt BS '30
of Fredericksburg, Tx.

Guy R. Webb BA '30
of Tampa, Fla.

Ben Briggs Manuel BA '31
of Houston.

Xylander Carson '34
of Houston.

Charles H. Moore '34
of Midland.

Perry Bryan Camp BS '35
of Houston.

John S. Rasberry BA '35
of Houston.

Harold W. Tucker BA '36
of Garden City, N.Y.

E. T. Jelin, Jr. '37
of West Columbia, Tx.

George A. Loker, Jr. '37
of Houston.

Edwiana Satterfield BA '40
of Houston.

Thomas H. Compere, Jr. '41
of Houston.

Ella North Jordan Lester BA '41
of Nacogdoches.

Howard F. Thurston '41
of Rockville, Md.

Leah MacAllen Powell Williams BA '41

of Houston.

Clyde G. Rogers '43
of Mt. Ida, Ark.

Ernest W. Hise '44
of Houston.

Peggy Janet Pfeffer Dawson BA '45
of Houston.

Alan S. Beggs '46
of China Lake, Calif.

David Garcia Rodriguez '46
of Houston.

Wilton Monroe Fisher PhD '47
of Bethesda, Md.

Daniel L. O'Conner '48
of Houston.

Virginia Wills Higgins '54
of Houston.

David Carl Baggett BA '58
of Houston.

H. Hunter Hill BA '60
of Los Alamos, N.M.

Richard John Ostman, Jr. BA '66

of New York, N.Y.

Melvin Floyd Gray BA '72
of Tyler.

Mariella Marguerite Dawson '76

of Houston.

Steve Tully
of Houston.
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ACROSS

1. Mary Gibbs 
6. Bothers

14. "Tennis,  
15.  point (debate).
16. 1947 SWC champs.
17. Desert: var.
18. Suffix for fore or under.
19. Bible or boot.
21. Masse or garde.
22. Kind of play.
27. Scottish island.
28. Sandwich.
29. Kind of maniac.
30. Drinkers' org.
31. Often electric.
32. Stuck in 
33. Tristram 
36. "What's a girl..
37. Loathe.
38. Stems.
40. By.
41. Siamese or Ballou.
42. Not 1ft.
44. Founder.
47. Mamie's man.
48. Mark.
50. Singular pal of arts and science.

51. Engineering major: abb.
52. Plate or sake.
53. Near: abb.
54. Idea.
57.A  B as B 
59. Four: Sp.
60. Rice's murderer?
62. And so on.
63. Flies.

DOWN

1. Lingo
2. Leeky.
3. Rice's onetime residence: abb.
4. Type of employer.
5. Tin: abb.
8. Mascot.
9. Figure of speech.

10. Indian expression.
11. Street: Port.
12. Angled.
13. Pious.
19. Rebels' org.
20. Alias: abb.
23. Give off.
24 " is the cruellest month"
25. Architect Moore.
26. Lugs.
28. Charity event.
33. Wrap.
34. He in the palm of his

hand.
35. A legal document.
38. Arts' associate.
39. Togo.
42. Aries.
43. Three: Ital.
45. Rice Memorial  
46. Mistakes.
48. Shot of booze.
49. Kayak.
55. Tic- -toe.
56. Resident: suff.
57. Korean city.
58. Patty's group.
61. Birthday celebrant.

by Anne Dingus '75

The answers to the crossword pugzle are on page 11.

A RICE PEOPLE'/

PUZZLE 
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The Association welcomes all
comments on SALLYPORT articles
or issues of the day in the form
of letters to the editor. Corre-
spondence will be printed as
Space permits.

All Aboard

I read with interest commingled
with some repugnance, the story
"No Breach of Trust." When this
change in modus operandi was
set forth ten years ago, it was, as
I recall, according to the "princi-
ples" of pre res. Now it is cy pres,
but it seems the same thing to
me. The thing that offends me is
all this display of rationalization
for the action the trustees
decided to take because
they wanted to get aboard the
Federal train for grants, and
in so doing had to modify Rice's
programs and policies to
suit bureaucratic whims — and
then later to claim there are
no strings to Federal grants.
To maintain blacks are neces-
sary to high grade education
is mendacity. If they had sim-
ply said it was necessary to
do all this to get grants, how
much better and honest for all.

F. W. Stones MS-ChE '27
Fort Worth

Everyone Knew

About Anna

I am writing just a note to tell
you how much I appreciated the
article about Anna Lay Turner
[July-August 1975]. I attended
Rice at the same time she did
and we all knew about the girl
studying engineering.
There is only one thing I didn't

understand and that is the re-
quirement about being 18 years
old before entering. I was 17. I
graduated in 1928 at age 21. My
cousin, Wilminor Morris Carl,
entered at age 16 and graduated
with a BA degree in 1925 at 20
years of age. I never heard of any
age requirement for entrance —
only academic.
Thanks again for an interest-

ing article.

Isabel Morris Schroth '28
Houston

A Suggestion

with Merit

I hope that the following sugges-
tion does not seem improper. If it
does I apologize for it; experience
shows that it is not without
merit.

I respectfully suggest that
candidates for offices in the
Alumni Association be given the
opportunity to have a short
statement (400 words or less) en-
closed with the ballots. In this
way they could, if they wished,
outline their views on the prob-
lems which Rice and/or the
Alumni Association face, and on
the solutions which they favor.
Such a procedure was adopted

about a year ago by the faculty
in elections to the University
and Faculty Councils. It has re-
sulted in making these elections
more contests of ideas than of
popularity. The net upshot has
been a real improvement.

Jean-Claude De Bremaecker
Professor of Geophysics

As you know we now do this on
the Alumni Governor ballot. The
only obstacle to allowing Execu-
tive Board candidates to make
similar statements is the cost of
printing the ballots. We have six
positions to fill each year. Three
people vie for each position. The
addition of eighteen 400-word
statements to the biographical
info, we now carry would mean
additional costs we could not
afford; even 200-word state-
ments are impossible with our
present budget. We must print
ballots (currently two sheets),
cover envelopes and postage-
paid return envelopes, fold,
stuff and sort them and mail
to over 20,000 people in the
U.S. and abroad. The cost of last
year's election printing/mailing
was split between the University
and the Alumni Association.
—Ed.

New Phone Number at Rice
Rice University now has a new telephone number.

The number is 527-8101.

A Timely Rap

This is a friendly note to let you
know that while I really enjoy
receiving my copy of SALLYPORT
(your format has really im-
proved), it would be nice to re-
ceive it before the events it
advertises actually take place.
The most recent issue arrived
sometime after October 20
and advertised Homecoming
events. Homecoming, however,
was October 18-19. I wanted
very much to attend but was un-
able to. I would have been quite
uninformed if I'd waited
for my SALLYPORT to make
plans — I would have missed
the whole thing!

I must admit that this is a
minor problem, especially since
most of the material is "time-
less" and could be read at any
time. But is there anything you
could do to get the issues out to
us sooner? Living out of town as
I do it's nice to know things in
advance in order to make plans.

Paula Smith '69
East Point, Ga.

I sincerely apologize for any
inconvenience we caused you.
Though, obviously, we some-
times fail, we do try to promote
major Association events
adequately and to disseminate
information regarding them in
time so that out-of-state alumni
can attend. For example, we
began promoting Homecom-
ing 1975 in the May-June SAL-
LYPORT We followed through in
the July-August issue with
a full-page run-down of
Homecoming activities and a
Homecoming reservation form.
Also in that issue we featured in-
formation about the Homecom-
ing Art Exhibition and an entry
blank. Five weeks later we sent
alumni the two-sided promo-
tional piece on Homecoming and
the Art Exhibition. The
September-October SALLYPORT,
which arrived sometime after
October 20, was mailed on the
9th. Its being third class mail
has something to do with the
tardiness. But since we can
count on slow delivery, we just
must get things in the mail
sooner! — Ed.

SALLYPORT PERSONALS. Better than a  
message in a bottle. Think of this Class Notes form as a letter
to people you knew at Rice. Speak to them about your life  
since graduation . . . and anything else you want to tell them
is welcome, too. We would like Class Notes to reflect the style,
the interests, the causes and the ideas of those whose paths  
crossed the Rice campus. Tell us what's important to you.

Name Class Address)  new)



"Root-a-toot, root-a-toot, We're the girls from the Institute.

We don't smoke and we don't chew, And we don't go with boys that do."

Remember when both Dr. Lovett and the library called the
Administration Building "home"? Remember when all the

girls lived in homes off campus? Remember when the gang
met at the Sallyport? When the University could really have

been renamed "William Rice Marsh"? If you do, the Rice
University History Committee wants you!

Under the guidance of Ray Warkin Hoagland '36, the
Committee is gathering information about and
memorabilia from Rice's early days and the people who
took part in them. Ray Hoagland is the daughter of William
Ward Watkin, one of Rice's 14 original faculty members.
The History Committee has two main vehicles for gather-

ing information: letters and personal interviews.

Early in July, the members of Rice's first 15 classes re-
ceived letters from Hoagland asking that they send to Rice

any "memorabilia, photos, papers or stories" they had
saved or remembered from the time they spent at Rice.

Some of these will be stored in Fondren Library's Woodson
Research Center, where the University's formal archives are

kept. All donations are eagerly and appreciatively ac-

cepted.
Personal interviews will, it is hoped, fill any gaps that writ-

ten artifacts cannot. Because of the experience as Rice stu-

dents that all alumni shore, the Committee feels that alumni

can best be interviewed by other alumni. Whatever the

class year, the Rice experience is a common denominator

to some extent — after all, everything hasn't changed.

Alumni interviewers can, if they wish, listen to a recording of

Dr. Margaret Henson of the Houston Metropolitan Archives

discussing the best methods of conducting oral interviews.

Then, before the interview, the alum will be provided

with background information on both the individual being

interviewed and the period during which he or she at-

tended Rice.
All alumni are urged to participate in the History Commit-

tee's collection efforts. It's your University. For more infor-

mation or to volunteer for active duty, contact the Associa-

tion of Rice Alumni at (713) 527-4057 or P.O. Box 1892,

Houston, Texas 77001.

Rice University Sallyport
Association of Rice Alumni
P0 Box 1892
Houston, Texas 77001
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