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"If you haven't been exposed to the Rice community there is no way to know its mind.

Winning can't be done here the same way as at Alabama, Tennessee and Texas."

S
OME FOOTBALL FANS cast quizzical
looks our way when Rice decided to
make young Albert Conover, offensive

lineman turned line coach, the Owls leader in
1971. Typically, offensive linemen are anony-
mous. They are noticed only when mistakes
are made, and then not by name. They work
and sweat, but watch others take the credit,
in yards gained and passes completed. They
are quiet, private people.

It is hard for most Rice fans to believe that
Al Conover was ever any of these things. Over
the past three years "Big Al" has tried to put as
much distance between Rice football and the
rest of the football world as possible. He's led
the Marching Owl Band, albeit briefly. He
brought a coffin to practice so that the players
could "bury" their mistakes. He's fired blanks
at reporters who've tried to sneak into closed
practices. He threw a chair through a window of
his Arkansas dressing room to psyche out his
players at halftime. Big Al has been the hippie
coach, the flamboyant and unpredictable man
with the nerve to admit that winning games
may not be the only priority in his players'
lives.
"To be successful, you have to be different,"

he explains. "I had to separate myself from
those other guys so we could stand out. You
have to be unique or you'll get lost in the shuf-
fle. People call me strange? Well, I'm proud of
it. I'm different."

It was apparent from the moment he was
named head coach. "The first thing I'm going to
do is put all the players in cages. And I won't
let them go to class because I don't want them
to get an education."
He made headlines week after week. But

through it all, a private Al Conover — the real
Al Conover — survived. And while jovial Big
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BY DANA BLANKENHOFtN '77

Al was grabbing newspaper space with snappy
quotes and antics, a more contemplative, de-
termined man was quietly searching for a way
he and Rice could win.
From the very beginning Conover knew that

winning at Rice would be winning a different,
and more difficult, game. Victory had eluded
Rice since 1963, when a Jess Neely team went
6-4. To turn things around, Rice in 1971
hired a "winner," Bill Peterson, from
Florida State. His mission was to bring Rice
out of the shadows. Al Conover was the one
assistant "Pete" brought with him from FSU
for that first week.
"Coach Peterson and I were staying at the

Royal Coach Inn that week when one of the
Thresher people came over to interview us. I
mostly sat back and listened," but as the con-
versation drifted beyond football, "I began to
get the feeling that this place was unusual."
What Conover found unusual about this

place then is best explained by what the inter-
viewer might have written later. "Football is
and must be secondary and to the learning ex-
perience of the University. And that learning
experience must encompass not only the class-
room, but also the personal relationships
which students develop with each other."
Rice was unusual to Conover because,

in his experience, football had been a means
and an end, recognition at Wake Forest a step
towards the high school coaching job in his
hometown of Largo, Fla. "I got married my
senior year (1961) and needed a way to feed my
family."
He returned to college at Florida State to

earn his master's in physical education, and,
more importantly, to earn a position on

Peterson's coaching staff. He did both, and
learned Peterson's game: Winning.
Part of his education came in 1968, before

Peterson's team was to face the University of
Houston. Posing as a UH student, Conover
slipped into Jeppesen Stadium, where Bill

Yeoman's team was practicing. He diagram-
med the Cougars' offensive and defensive for-
mations. The spy mission helped FSU to a
20-point upset.

B  
Rice.

In 
PETERSON DID NOT WIN at 

In fact, the one year, 1971, was trau-
matic for everyone involved, including

Al Conover. The new regime did not adjust to
the "unusual" school. And not only did the
team suffer a 3-7-1 season, they were also
made the subject of a book, the product of a
free-lance writer who lived with them during
the season. Disclosures made in Giles
Tippette's Saturday's Children led to an NCAA
investigation of the Rice football program. And
the book's portrait of Rice football as a hopeless,
confused cause further damaged the morale of
coaches and players.
Conover describes his role then as that of "an

island in a sea of insanity." Others agreed. He
was one man who seemed to have adapted to

Rice. So when Peterson left for the Houston
Oilers, it was to Al Conover that the Univer-
sity turned. "The program was in shambles,"
he remembers.
Conover knew then that there was a

spiritual abyss separating the gym and
stadium from the rest of the campus. "I was
informed by observation what should and
should not be done at Rice. If you haven't been
exposed to the Rice community, there is no
way to know its mind. Winning here can't be
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done the same way as at Alabama, Tennessee,
and Texas."
But, here and everywhere, winning begins

with recruiting. And Conover likes to tell the
tongue -in-cheek tale about his exhaustive
study of the great football teams of the past:
'Every single one of them had great players,"
he concludes. So great players are what he
wants, but there are several hitches. "I've gotone
of the toughest recruiting jobs in the country.
Maybe only Army and Navy have it worse."

"To be successful you
have to be different."

Rice demands some scholarship. "Of the
22 'blue chip' high school players in Texas last
Year, we could talk to only six," says Conover.
The others could never get in here.
"The first thing I have to ask a prospect is

What he wants out of college, what his goals
are. If he isn't interested in education, then
this probably is not the place for him."
And there is another difficulty. "Good foot-

ball players are different (by nature) from most
Rice students. They are used to (maybe need) a
more disciplined environment." The experi-
menting with self that is so much a part of Rice
today is anathema to the orthodox win discip-
line.

Rice takes its toll in recruits. Only 16 of the
30 players signed by Rice in 1974 remain at
school. Five quit during early fall drills. There
is always going to be less depth when your star
receiver can as easily be cut down by an
economics final as by an opposing team's de-
fensive back. Conover accepts that, but it frus-
trates him. "I know that there are 30 gifted
athletes in this country who would love to go to
Rice!" And could make it here. "We need to be
able to find them."
To help him in this recruiting effort, this

Young coach decided from the beginning to set
himself and his program apart from the others.
So Albert Conover became Big Al.

THE INITIAL RESULTS were encourag-
ing. A 5-5-1 record his first season was
followed by a 5-6 year and a third place

finish in the SWC, after upsets of Arkansas,
A&M, TCU and Baylor on successive Satur-
days. Following the first season Conover was
given a contract, ostensibly due to fears that
his alma mater was going to hire him away,
creating the need for a fourth head coach in
as many years, which would be "too much."
Conover recalls the scene differently: "I was
given a contract only AFTER we beat Arkan-
sas," the pre-season pick to win the SWC.
After the second season Big Al spoke of great

things to come. We'd been fourth, then third.
The next year we should be second. But at the
1974 season's end we weren't; we were seventh.
There's an axiom about new winning

coaches: "See how they react to losing. That's
What makes men." His 1974 team was a loser,
a 2-8-1 squad beset by a schedule that included
Notre Dame's homecoming. At one point, after
the Owl's one single bright spot, a 21-7 upset of
,130, wl-bound Texas Tech, Conover was in the
Y: Room discussing other games. He men-

tioned three coaches, each in trouble for his job,
Whose teams had won that day.
A reporter in the back said it: "And you won,

too."
"Yeah," was the knowing reply. No one in

the room knew it then, but this was not Big Al.
This was a more intense, gutteral man. Com-
mentators called the Owls the best losing team
around. Conover knew the worth of that.
pver the course of the next months, many

Rice people would talk seriously about
eliminating the football program, and the
Head Coach felt responsible for the debate. He
thought he knew its cause, losing. Said Presi-
dent Hackerman: "You can only wear sack-
cloth and ashes for so long."

-C
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A hippie coach, flamboyant and unpredictable.
Photo by Bill Thompson 0 1975 Houston Post Co.

Vt,

#

Asking players to "bury" their mistakes in 1972

"Tye worked my entire life for this."

T
HIS SEPTEMBER BIG AL was not in
the Head Coach's office. A more con-
templative, determined Al Conover was.

It's the same office, dominated by good humor
and the color blue. A chair with the score of the
1972 Arkansas upset, Rice 23, Arkansas 20,
sits next to the game ball. On the coach's right
is a plaque framing a cowchip. "To Al Conover,
the world's finest bull shooter," it reads. The
wide desk and paneled expanse are in contrast
to the white walls and office-sharing of assis-
tants down the hall.
The man behind the desk is thinner than we

remember him. He's trimmed down to the size
of most modern quarterbacks. "I've worked my
entire life for a chance like this," he says in a
voice filled with the proposition that he's not
going to see his work fall to a second losing
season. This is his year. It has to be. This is his
team. Every player on it came to Rice to play
for him, not for any predecessor. Over the
summer he added 29 freshmen, mostly Texans,
none of them scholastic superstars but each
highly regarded. "They're fast, they're fast," he
told reporters. And like their coach, they're
hungry. For the first time in anyone's memory
no one quit during Freshman Week
two-a-days.
He has also remade his coaching staff. Nor is

there anything spectacular about the careers of
Billy Cox, Ron Gentry or Ted Unbehagen. But
the men they replaced had all known the old
Conover, the rambunctious, ambitious assis-
tant. This Al Conover is able to fill his full
authority; even at age 37, he's the veteran.
He takes out the 1975 Southwest Conference

record book. "Look here, my record is 12-19-2.
Grant Teaffs record at Baylor is 16-19.
Ballard's at A&M is 16-17. In spite of every-
thing, I've lost no more games than Teaff, and
only two more than A&M. They're talking like
these guys are supermen. Now, WE'RE in a
position where we can finally accomplish
something."
Big Al made us laugh. He excited people and

made headlines. Big Al was lots of fun, but he
was never Al Conover.
Piece by piece, Al Conover was inside that

mask putting together what he believes is a
Rice way to win. That way is everything we
thought Jess Neely was, quiet, confident, pro-
fessional and sportsmanlike. Conover doesn't
claim to be as cerebral as the school he repres-
ents, but he is sure he knows more football
than anyone here. And he'll get along, With the
students, the faculty, and the administration.
That's his job.
What's more, he gets along with the times.

Workouts are short, "and when a kid leaves
here, he's a Rice student. That's what I'm ex-
pected to think of him as...
"But you know what happens when one of

them gets into trouble?" He points to his
phone. "Ringy -dingy -dingy. 'Coach Conover?"
For a moment, I saw Big Al smile. But he

was there only a moment. He was going to a
press luncheon to out-joke the local colum-
nists. In the next room, two assistants were
going over films of Thursday's scrimmage and
planning strategy. Al Conover would join them
when he returned.
The point totals on Rice's scoreboard this

year will mean more than ever before to him.
Another losing season could spark another
long coach hunt. A miracle and an SWC title
might lead to Conover's being offered tempta-
tions to go elsewhere. But in all of it, nothing is
made of whether the percentage of football
players leaving Rice with degrees is up or
down, whether freshmen taken into the prog-
ram emerge as mature, responsible men.
There's a reason. "I'm not hired to make a man
out of a boy. Administrators have to change
what they ask for. My achievements are meas-
ured in the won-lost column."
On September 13, the football season opened

with a 24-7 dismantling of the University of
Houston.
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BY PAULINE DESSLER '75

"The two men escaped from the sheriff's detectives in a stolen pick-up
truck. They were driving through an apartment complex, shooting at
police, and the police were shooting back. Finally, one of the two tossed a
briefcase out the truck window. Some officers went back and found it in a
trash barrel. Inside were a set of stolen license plates, several different
pairs of gloves of different thicknesses, and cloths for wiping off finger-
prints. When we questioned them after they were caught, they told us they
often used wigs and make-up to disguise themselves when they went out on
jobs. One of them told me it took them about fifteen seconds to get into a
locked car, and about two minutes to get it hot-wired and driven away. We
made over fifty cases of robbery on one of the men and recommended ten
years in the joint."

—Detective St. Clair, H.P.D.

J_

( NTERESTED? No wonder. It be-
gins when we are children. By
the time we are old enough to

recognize the blue uniform and silver
badge, we understand that a police of-
ficer means muscle: he can arrest
people, take them to jail (even if they
don't want to go), or even shoot them
with the gun that peeks menacingly
from its holster. While the judicial
system remains too abstract for
young minds to fully grasp, the sol-
idly observable police officer can be
readily understood. He can even tell
Mommy and Daddy what to do — a
fact which makes him an undeniably
awesome figure.
While we eventually outgrow our

absorbing childhood interest in bal-
lerinas, cowboys, nurses and firemen,
our interest in the police continues
into adulthood. We look to movies and
television to provide a more "realis-
tic" illustration. There, a policeman
can be as sly but seemingly inept as
"Columbo," or as righteously deter-
mined and predictable as "Hawaii
Five-0"s Steve McGarret, whose
"computer" can solve the most com-
plex case with the aid of a single fin-
gerprint. He can be an ethnic
non-conformist like Tony "Barretta."
He can even be a "Police Woman."
In all, television devotes a full four-

teen hours each week (prime time,
even) to the portrayal of police life in
all stages, from "The Rookies" (the
trials and tribulations of fledgling
cops) to "Joe Forrester" (the saga of
the middle-aged policeman, out of re-
tirement and back on the beat).
There's no doubt about it — we are
fascinated by the police.
"I was fascinated because, for the

first time, I knew what was going on
behind the stories in the newspa-
pers," explains Dorian St. Clair BA '71.
Six months after her graduation

from Rice, Dorian St. Clair, an-
thropology major, became St. Clair,
police officer. Now, three and a half
years later, she is a detective in the
auto theft division of the Houston
Police Department. She is the only
woman in her division — and the only
Rice graduate in the Department. "I
don't think that there's any school
that can prepare you for it. Rice is
very isolated, you know — you're so
protected back there, everything's

theoretical. You don't have to con-
front many real life problems. As
far as the practical side goes, when
you get out of there, it's going to
be a shock."
Looking at her, one is afraid she

shocks easily. She is thin, with fine
brown hair and large eyes. Her voice
is soft. When she lifts the long
cigarette to her mouth, her well-
shaped fingernails glow a warm red.

Listening, however, soon dispels
any fears about her fragility. Dorian
St. Clair is a tough police officer and a
full-fledged detective. She can take
care of herself.
To begin with, she had to survive

sixteen weeks of training as a cadet at
the Police Academy. The classroom
instruction includes crime scenes (the
in-class enactment of situations with
which cadets might be confronted as
officers); firearms training; physical
education; sociology and criminology.
"The academic part was easy," St.
Clair admits. "Multiple choice tests,
you know. Getting used to the police
attitude and viewpoint was harder,
coming from Rice, where there's an
easy atmosphere and you're free to
ask questions. The Police Academy,
and force, are semi-military with the
ranks, following orders, wearing that
khaki uniform and having to raise
your hand to be recognized in class,
stand up to ask a question and sit
down to listen to the answer. It's very
regimented."

FTER THE REGULATION SIX
MONTHS as a probationary
officer, St. Clair went to

work in Criminal Intelligence. "It's
basically surveillance work of or-
ganized crime figures," she says.
"Some officers work undercover, and
they get to know criminals in groups
like the Dixie Mafia, an organization
that operates between Houston and
Dallas. If the officers were discovered,
it could be very dangerous." She con-
fesses that for a while she worked un-
dercover as a cocktail waitress, but
didn't enjoy it. "It was a fairly nice
place, but cocktail waitressing is a
real bummer."
The juvenile division was her next

assignment. She worked the "sex
car," handling all the sex offenses

committed by or against juveniles.
"That's what I liked doing, because I
felt like I was investigating cases that
needed something done about them,"
she says. "And it was a challenge to
talk to the young girls."
Eventually, St. Clair decided to

take the qualifying test for promotion
to the rank of detective. Composed
by the Civil Service, the test consist-
ed of 100 multiple choice questions
covering the Texas penal code, the
Houston Police Department's rules
manual, a sociology book and a
criminology book.
When the test results were posted,

St. Clair's score was at the top of the
list. Impressed with the fact that a
woman had made the highest grade,

"The really interesting
cases are the ones that
show foresight and
planning."

one (male) city official asked St. Clair
for permission to have a newspaper
feature written about her. She re-
fused. "I resented the fact that he was
surprised that a woman had come
out high on the test. I graduated
from Rice, after all. And I don't
think women are intellectually
inferior to men.
"There are a lot of jobs, though,

that I think most women cannot
physically handle," she says, "I just
couldn't fight a two-hundred pound
man — and win." Fortunately, she
has never had to attempt it. She has
had to fight a few teenage girls,
though. "They were all the same —
drunk. And they didn't want to come
with me to the detention center," she
says simply. A police officer can't
fight back, St. Clair explains. Simple
restraint is the only acceptable re-
sponse — but is often ineffective
against what she calls "street fight-
ing." "They teach you judo and karate
in police gym, but that doesn't work
when somebody is pulling your hair
and using fingernails." After a
thoughtful pause, she adds, "You
have to be careful not to hurt
them, because that could be police
brutality."

St. Clair has not personally wit-
nessed any police brutality. But she
defends a violent response on the part
of a police officer, because of the
abuse — both verbal and physical —

that she has experienced herself. "I
don't let anyone upset me enough to
hit them, but I've never been a
very physical person," she says.
"They're reacting to a role, and
not to me personally."

It is precisely this role that alien-
ates police officers from the rest of
American society. They are objects of
both interest and fear. Their power is
at once respected and resented. After
all, who has not felt his pulse quicken
with the urgency of some senseless
guilt when, casually glancing in the
rear view mirror of his car, he sees a
police car?
They're jerks when they stop us for

a traffic violation; they're welcome
warriors against crime when they
answer a call of distress. But what-
ever they are, they are seldom per-
sonal friends. St. Clair describes the
loneliness poignantly: "Most people
dislike policemen; they don't trust
them. You get to where you don't re-
ally socialize with people that aren't
in some way involved in police work,
because you go to a couple of parties
and get some drunk there that doesn't
like policemen and is going to stand
there and tell you how much he
doesn't like policemen." The stigma is
apparently too much for some officers
to deal with outside their work envi-
ronment. One of St. Clair's friends,
also a police officer, tells people who
ask that she "works for the city." "A
lot of people dislike police officers be-
cause they've never been around
them and don't know them as people,"
says St. Clair.

Tr
ji IKE MANY OFFICERS, St.

Clair has two jobs. Three
nights a week, she works as

a store detective in Foley's. Posing
as a shopper, she looks for
suspiciously-acting customers. Most
of those she apprehends are teenaged
girls, she says, who had daddies' cre-
dit cards in the first place. Most are so
frightened she simply releases them
with a warning. Professional shop-
lifters are relatively rare. She de-
scribes one that got away: "He was a
Mexican guy, about thirty, and he
had a red-headed gal and a little
boy with him. They were carrying
what looked like a safely wrapped
package, with brown paper, string
and everything. After watching them,
I knew it was a booster box — one
of its sides was hinged." St. Clair
thought she saw them filling the box
with small items. Somehow, in the
process of observing them, she had
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made herself too obvious; they knew
who she was. She enlisted the aid
of a fellow store detective. Despite
the surveillance of both officers, the
shoplifter found an opportune mo-
ment to slip out of the store. "I
haven't seen him back in the store
though," St. Clair says, a little
sheepishly.
So, police officers are fallible. But,

according to societal expectations,
they must strive for infallibility — at
all times. "Technically, you're on duty
twenty-four hours a day," says St.
Clair. "If I saw someone robbing a
Seven-Eleven, for example, I would
be expected to stop and arrest him,
whether it was my eight hours on
duty or not." She always carries her
gun; to illustrate, she rummages for a
moment in her crinkly white
Patent-leather purse and pulls out a
small pistol with a rounded wooded
handle. She holds it gingerly, with
two fingers, pointing the barrel safely
toward the floor. "I had never fired a
gun, never been around guns at all
before I joined the Department. I have
never had to use mine, but it gives me
a feeling of security to know I've got
it, in case I should have to. I would
hesitate to be out a lot of the hours
that I am out without one."
Even a police officer's political

Opinions are expected to reflect the
ethics and objectivity that charac-
terize the ideal Law Enforcer. St.
Clair explains straightforwardly:
Police officers don't have any politi-
cal affiliation. They're allowed to vote
and that's it." As an afterthought, she
adds, "I have never been active in
Politics anyway." She is reluctant to
classify herself as a member of even a
general political persuasion. When
Pressed, though, she admits she
Probably becomes more conservative
the older I get and the longer I'm with
the Police Department."

When Dorian St. Clair
began entertaining the
idea of joining the
Police force, she found
her family and friends
flatly discouraging.
'That's no place for a
Rice graduate,' they
said."

In general, the American public
has learned not to expect too much —
from their politicians or from their
Police officers. Nobody's perfect, is the
national sigh. At least as far as the
Houston Police Department is con-
cerned, however, St. Clair feels that
corruption is not a problem. "I don't
,know of any kickbacks," she says.
Most police officers are honest, and

that's one of the things I'm proud of."
St. Clair clearly enjoys her job. But

it took her six months after gradua-
tion to find her niche. First, she
worked at Texas Employment Com-
mission and "found out I didn't want
to sit behind a desk." When she began
entertaining the idea of joining the
Police force, she found her family and
friends flatly discouraging. "They
said, 'You don't want to join the Police
Department; that's no place for a Rice
graduate!'" Despite them all, she
began her sixteen weeks of cadet
training with a very definite goal: to
become a detective in homicide and
work with rape victims.
After two years as a regular officer

with the juvenile division, St. Clair
realized part of her goal. She was
promoted to the rank of detective. Un-
fortunately, there were no openings
in the homicide division. Her work in
auto theft, however, is fast-paced
enough to hold her interest. Every
day, there are "two or three cases to
follow leads on and usually a couple of
prisoners that need to be inter-
viewed," she says.

NTERVIE WING PRISONERS IS
both challenging and un-

  pleasant, according to St.
Clair. On the one hand, she must be
completely in control of the situation.
"That is just part of being a police of-
ficer — knowing how to handle any-
thing that might come up and staying
one step ahead of whoever you are
trying to apprehend or question." Al-
ternatively, the same factors which

present the challenge — the hostility
and resistance of the prisoner — may
also contribute to the creation of what
St. Clair termed the "hard and cyni-
cal attitude" characteristic of many
police officers. "You get to where you
expect people to lie to you, to where to
expect the worst from people simply
because you've seen it so many times.
Her own cynicism is so defined that
those closest to her have commented
on it. Says St. Clair: "I've quit telling
Mother a lot of the things that go on
around here. Other people don't un-
derstand, and it depresses them.
Mother once said, 'You're not my
sweet, darling daughter anymore; I
can't believe you've become so
hardened."
Dorian St. Clair was an anthropol-

ogy major planning a career in social
work when she graduated from Rice.
She remembers herself as idealistic
and full of theoretical knowledge. As

"No school can really prepare you or it."

Working undercover: a real bummer.

a police officer in the juvenile divi-
sion, she was exposed to a different
type of education; she became aware
of a world that existed outside her ex-
perience as an intelligent, sheltered
child of a comfortable middle-class
family. She grew to accept nine-
year-old thieves and fifteen-year-
old drunks as everyday facts. She

"St. Clair grew to
accept nine-year-old
thieves and 15-year-old
drunks as everyday
facts."

saw infants that had been beaten
and young girls, sexually molested.
She did not lose her desire to help,
to heal.
She tells of one young girl who was

picked up at her home by uniformed
officers. She had suddenly gone ber-
serk, her parents reported. She was
breaking things and screaming. They
could do nothing to control her. The
girl was carried, hysterical, handcuf-
fed, into the juvenile division. With
the help of experience gained from
her work in a private mental institu-
tion during one summer while still a
Rice student, St. Clair was able to
make a tentative but reasonable
diagnosis: the girl was psychotic. "A
few officers laughed and said, 'Leave
her in there and let her beat her head
against the wall.' But I knew she had
worked herself into such a frenzy, she
just needed somebody to calm her
down. I talked to her and stroked her
forehead. Finally, she calmed down
and stayed that way as long as I was
there talking to her. We got her over
to Jeff Davis [Hospital] without any-
more fighting. They were just going
to let her scream."
As a detective in auto theft, she is

waiting for the day when she is eligi-
ble to take the lieutenant's test —
about three years from now. Eventu-
ally, she would like to be a captain.
When she retires ("in my early 40s"),
she plans to resume her education,
with a PhD in criminology and a
teaching position as her ultimate
goals.

For now, Detective Dorian St. Clair

"1 had never fired a
gun, had never been
around guns at all,
before I joined the
Department."

is out on the Houston streets, trying to
recover stolen cars and track down
car thieves. The books she studied at
Rice did not, she has learned, faith-
fully describe the world with which
she has been confronted as a police
officer. And as her faith in human-
kind has diminished, her admiration
for the slick, careful, intelligent crim-
inal has increased. "It sounds terri-
ble, but you get to where you admire
— well, not admire, but you
appreciate 'professionalism.' I mean,
you get tired of the kids who steal the
car to go joy-riding on Saturday
night. The really interesting cases
are the ones that show some foresight
and planning."
But that doesn't sound so terrible.

What do you think all those police
shows are about, anyway?
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No Breach of Trust
"It is clear to most that the litigation of a decade ago was necessary for the University to

remain on the course charted for it by the Founder. However, to some it is NOT so clear."

H
ERE AT RICE an anniversary is

passing without celebration. The

biennial 1975-76 marks the be-

ginning of the second decade in which Rice

University will admit students without regard

to color and will charge tuition.
Ten years ago the Trustees of Rice moved to

break the University's fifty-three year history

to ensure its future. The ensuing two years

were perhaps the toughest in the life of the

Rice community. Street talk and half truths

sparked ill will and strained the ties in the

Rice family. There was a question of what

the University would become. There was

confusion.
In retrospect it is clear to most that the steps

taken a decade ago were proper and necessary

for the University to remain on the course

charted for it by the Founder. However, to

some it is NOT so clear. People interested in

the University continue to speak (resentfully)

of "the breaking of Mr. Rice's will." Says Rice

Attorney Tom Eubank BA'51: "No part of Mr.

Rice's will has ever been broken. No part has

ever been changed — not a single comma or

period."
Why, then, the misunderstanding?

Despite some efforts by the University and

Alumni Association to inform the community

few people have much knowledge about the

will. This is most obvious in Houston. It seems

that Rice attorneys need only be seen at the

Court House to incite untutored media people

to talk of Rice "breaking the will again." The

lengthy dealings that led up to the recent sale

of the Rice Hotel spawned such talk, though

there is certainly no provision in the will to

prohibit the Hotel or property sale; there is no

mention of either.
The situation of the 1960s was similar, in

that many people commenting on the litigation

and ensuing policy changes were unfamiliar

with the documents involved. A cursory read-

ing of the William Marsh Rice will would

make clear why the will was not involved in

any litigation: the Institute is mentioned in

only three paragraphs, and very little is said

there.
Printed here is a true copy of Mr. Rice's 1896

will, admitted to probate in New York and

Texas as his Last Will and Testament.

I, William M. Rice, of the City, County, and State of New York, do make
and publish, this, my last will and testament, hereby revoking, any, and all
other wills, heretofore, made by me.

First: It is my desire, and I so direct, that all of my just debts shall be paid
by my executors, hereinafter named, the survivors or survivor of them, as
soon after my death as, by them, may be found convenient.
Second: I give, devise and bequeath to my executors, hereinafter named,

the survivors or survivor of them, the sum of Eighty Thousand Dollars, for
the use and benefit of my brother, Frederick A. Rice, and his wife Charlotte.
It is my desire, and I so direct, that said sum of money shall be invested, by
my said executors, the survivors or survivor of them, in such manner and in
such securities as, in their judgment, will yield the largest returns consis-
tent with safety of investment; and the income thereof shall be paid annu-
ally, by my executors, the survivors or survivor of them, to my said brother
Frederick A. Rice, and his wife Charlotte, for their maintenance and sup-
port, during their respective lives. In the event of the death of either of
them, then, said income shall be paid to the survivor during his or her
life-time. The surplus of said income, if any, may be paid by said Frederick
A. Rice and his wife Charlotte, if they so elect, or the survivor of them, if he
or she so elect, to J. S. Rice, F. A. Rice, Jr., David Rice, George Rice, Minnie
Lummis, wife of H. H. Lummis, Libbie Timpson, wife of Paul B. Timpson,
any or all of them, in such proportions as the said Frederick A. Rice and his
wife Charlotte, or the survivor of them, may be deem best. After the death of
said Frederick A. Rice and his wife Charlotte, it is my desire, and I so direct
that my executors or survivors or survivor of them, shall pay said sum of
Eighty Thousand Dollars to the surviving above mentioned children of F. A.
Rice and his wife Charlotte.
Third: I give, devise and bequeath to my executors hereinafter named,

the survivors or survivor of them, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars for the
use and benefit of my sister Minerva R. Olds, of the State of Massachusetts.
It is my desire, and I so direct, that said sum of money shall be invested by
my said executors, the survivors or survivor of them, in such a manner and
in such securities as, in their judgment, will yield the largest returns con-
sistent with safety of investment; and the income therein shall be paid,
annually, by my executors, the survivors or survivor of them, to my said
sister, Minerva R. Olds, for her maintenence and support during her
lifetime. Upon the death of my said sister, Minerva R. Olds, I give, devise,
and bequeath said sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to her daughters, and my
executors, the survivors or survivor of them, are directed, upon her death,
to pay said sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to said
Fourth: I give, devise and bequeath to my executors hereinafter named,

the survivors or survivor of them, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars for
the use and benefit of my sister, Charlotte S. McKee, of the State of Mas-
sachusetts. It is my desire, and I so direct, that said sum of Ten Thousand
Dollars shall be invested by my said executors, the survivors or survivor of
them, in such manner and in such securities as, in their judgment, will yield
the largest returns consistent with safety of investment; and the income
thereof shall be paid, annually, to my executors, the survivors or survivor of
them, to my said sister, Charlotte S. McKee, for her maintenance and sup-
port during her life-time. Upon the death of my said sister Charlotte S.
McKee, I give, devise and bequeath said sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to
her daughters & daughter in law, and my executors, the survivors or sur-
vivor of them, are directed upon the death of my said sister, Charlotte S.
McKee, to pay said sum of Ten Thousand Dollars to said Daughter and
Daughter in law the wife of her son.
Fifth: I give, devise and bequeath to my nephew, William M. Rice, Jr., of

the State of Texas, all of the indebtedness of every kind that may be due, at
my death, to my estate, by the firm ofJ.I. and W.M. Rice, of Hyatt, Texas.

Sixth: All the rest and residue of my estate, real, personal and mixed, and
wheresoever situate, I give, devise, and bequeath unto the "William M.
Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature, Science and Art", a corpo-
ration domiciled in the City of Houston, in Harris County, Texas.
Seventh: It is my desire that my name sake, William M. Rice, Jr., shall

be elected to fill the vacancy in the Board of Directors of the "William M.
Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature, Science and Art", caused
by my death; and I express the hope that he will take an interest in the
prosperity and success of said institute, and that he will continue to act as a
member of said Directory.
Eighth: It is my desire, and I so direct that my friend, Mr. E. Raphael of

Houston, Texas, shall act in the capacity of Secretary of the "William M.
Rice Institute, for the Advancement of Literature, Science and Art", and I
hope he will continue to act in said capacity as long as he wishes, and feels
an interest in the success of the purposes for which said Institute
was formed. It is my desire that he shall be paid from the income of said
Institute fair and reasonable compensation for his services performed
and to be performed as such Secretary. It is not intended by this provision
of my will that the said Raphael shall be continued as Secretary of said
Institute if, in the judgment of the Board of Directors thereof, some other
should be appointed.
Ninth: I nominate, constitute and appoint my nephew, William M. Rice,

Jr., of the State of Texas, John D. Bartine of New Jersey, and James A.
Baker, Jr., of Houston, Texas, the survivors or survivor of them, executors
of this my last will and testament; and it is my desire, and I do direct, that
no bond, or other security, shall ever be required of my executors, the
survivors or survivor of them, as such executors. In the event of the death
of any of said executors, or in case of the failure or refusal of any of them to
act as such executors, then the survivors or survivor of them, shall act and
shall be invested with all the rights, powers and duties granted to all of
said executors.
Tenth: It is my desire, and I so direct that my executors herein men-

tioned, the survivors or survivor of them, for the services to be performed by
them as such, shall receive a commission of five per cent upon the aggregate
value of the whole of my estate.
Eleventh: In the event any difference shall arise, at any-time, between

my executors, as to the management of my estate, then if there are more
than two directors acting, the judgment of a majority of them will control. If
there are only two executors acting, then in the event of differences be-
tween them, in the management of the estate, the judgment and decision of
------ shall control.
Twelfth: It is my desire, and I so direct that no other action shall be had

in any probate court in reference to the administration of my estate further
than to probate and establish this will, and to return an inventory and
appraisement of my estate.
Thirteenth: For the purpose of carrying out the objects and intent of this

will, paying debts, and realizing the cash money bequeathed and devised to
my executors for the use and benefit of Frederick A. Rice, and his wife
Charlotte, and my sisters, Minerva R. Olds and Charlotte S. McKee, full
and ample power and authority are hereby given to my executors, the sur-
vivors or survivor of them, to sell such of my estate as they may think best.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed my name to this instrument,
in the presence of W. 0. Wetherbee and W. F. Harmon, as subscribing
witnesses, who sign the same at my request, in my presence and in the
presence of each other this the 26th day of September, 1896.

(The usual witness provisions follow.)
W. M. Rice (Seal).
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THE ONLY REFERENCES to the William
Marsh Rice University (then entitled
William M. Rice Institute for the Ad-

vancement of Literature, Science and Art)
are in the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth para-
graphs. There Mr. Rice simply left his resid-
uary estate to the corporation, the Institute.
He then asked that his nephew take his
Place on the Board of Trustees and that his
friend act as Secretary.
This will has never been in litigation since it

was admitted to probate. Between the time of
Mr. Rice's death in New York City in 1900 and
the time this 1896 will was probated, there was
a strenuous litigation over this and a 1900 will.
The celebrated litigation resulted in the rejec-
tion of the 1900 will, a forgery, and the valida-

"It seems that Rice attor-
neys need only be seen at
the Court House to incite
talk of Rice 'breaking the
will again." 
tion of the 1896 will. The forged will would
have benefitted the ones who caused Mr. Rice's
death...but that is a story that has been told
many times.
The story about Mr. Rice's unbroken will has

also been told many times, but it seems not to
have sunk in very well.
The 1960s litigation was to determine

Whether Rice University could admit students
Without regard to race and could charge the
tuition so vitally needed. The words in ques-
tion were not contained in Mr. Rice's will, but
in the corporation's 1891 Charter and the In-
denture contained in that Charter.
In the Charter, in a catalogue of "objects, in-

tents, and purposes” of the Institute, the
Phrase "instruction for the white inhabitants
of the City of Houston, and State of Texas,"
first occurs. It is repeated later, almost ver-
batim, in the first paragraph of the Indenture,
Where the initial Endowment Fund is estab-
lished ("the interests, incomes.. .thereof shall
forever be devoted to the instruction and im-
provements of the white inhabitants of the
City of Houston, and State of Texas.")
Later in the Indenture comes, "instruction,

benefits, and enjoyments to be derived from
the Institute to be free and open to all,
non-sectarian and non-partisan, and subject to
such restrictions only, as in the good judge-
ment of the Board of Trustees will conduce to
the good order and honor of the Institute."
Some ambiguity is apparent. Who is eligibleto. receive instruction? The fact is that admis-

sion to the University has never been limitedto. inhabitants of Houston; nor has it been lim-it.ed to inhabitants of Texas; nor has it been
limited to Caucasians. Early Trustees inter-
Preted this provision to exclude Negroes, as in
1891. such segregation was the invariable cus-
thin in private institutions. As a practical mat-
ter at the time a school was either for white

"The problem faced in the
1960s was one of main-
taming the high quality
of Rice University." 
Children or for Negro children. Bearing in
mind the expressed intent to instruct "white
Inhabitants" of Texas, the Trustees understood
Negro students were to be excluded without
aPecific instructions to that effect.It also follows that, while the injunction that
the "instruction, benefits, and enjoyment de-

rived from the Institute" were "to be free and
open to all" was not a specific instruction that
no tuition was to be charged, it was an expres-
sion of general philanthrophic intent which the
early Trustees carried into effect by adopting a
policy of no tuition.

T
HE PROBLEM FACED by the Trustees
in the mid-1960s was one of maintaining
the high quality of Rice University.

They found the maintenance increasingly dif-
ficult (and judged it would get worse in the
future) without tuition revenues and the
elimination of the color bar. They did the only
thing appropriate; they asked a court to deter-
mine what the Founder intended them to do
under such circumstances.
In court the Trustees alleged that it had be-

come impractical to carry out all of the condi-
tions and directions contained in the Charter
and Indenture, and that in order to carry out
what they believed to be the Founder's domi-
nant intent ("an institution of higher education
of the first class"), it was necessary that they
be freed from certain restrictions.
The Trustees argued the doctrines of cy pres

and deviation, both of which may exist to help
to perpetuate charitable trusts or enterprises.
The doctrine of cy pres says essentially that
when a person creates a charitable organiza-
tion and sets forth numerous intents or pur-
poses which are consistent at the time, but
which after a time come into conflict with each
other, it should be determined which was the
creator's dominant intent and which were sub-
servient. Once decided upon, subservient in-
tentions may be modified or even disregarded
if such action is necessary to carry out the
dominant intent.
The doctrine of deviation states that the

court may allow a deviation from the terms of a
trust where, owing to circumstances unknown
or unanticipated by the creator, compliance
would defeat or impair the fulfillment of the

retain the status of a university of the first
class," since it could not recruit the necessary
faculty and would be at a disadvantage in seek-
ing grants for research from foundations and
the government.

Similarly, the several expert witnesses es-
tablished that the cost of higher education was
increasing faster than the return on invested
capital. If Rice was to be denied all sources of
revenue other than gifts and income from the
endowment fund, it was reasonable to expect it
to fall behind those schools getting operating
revenue from tuition or tax sources. There was
testimony that the failure of the University to
charge tuition impaired its ability to secure
foundation grants. There was testimony that
with continued deficit spending Rice stood to
lose its position in the academic world, that it
would be impossible for a poor university to be
a great one.

T
HE COURT AGREED that Mr. Rice's
dominant intent in the Charter was to
create an institution of higher education

of the first class, and that compliance with the
terms that the institution be free and closed
to some on the basis of color were no longer
consistent with this intent. What was the
Founder's intent under such circumstances?

"The words in question
in 1965 were not in Mr.
Rice's will, but in the
Institute's 1891 Charter."
The jury, by unanimous action, and the courts
found that intent was to permit the admission
of black students and the charging of tuition.
"True, the words of the Charter were con-

strued," says Eubank, "but only to determine
Mr. Rice's intent and to give effect to that in-

Excluding blacks is inconsistent with maintaining high quality: Alpha Morgan '74 and Cornelius Walker '75.

purpose of the trust.
Accordingly, the Trustees argued: Whereas

when and where the Charter was drawn up
(1891, Austin), the directions for the Institute's
excluding blacks and being tuition-free were
not inconsistent with its being an institution
"of the first class," in the 1960s, these direc-
tions are inconsistent. They asked that the
court determine Mr. Rice's dominant intent,
and they asked for authorization to deviate
from the terms of the trust established by Mr.
Rice to accomplish that intent.
Testimony was given establishing that

under contemporary conditions, "no university
that discriminates in the selection of teachers
or students on the basis of race could attain or

tent. If Mr. Rice's overall intent had been de-
termined otherwise, then the litigation would
not have resulted as it did. The Trustees took
their question to the court. The answer to that
question, whatever the answer was, would
have been complied with by the Trustees. In
that suit his intent was not broken; instead, it
was determined and followed. It is, thus, inap-
propriate to think that the litigation of the
1960s broke what Mr. Rice intended in the
Charter or in anything else.
"Mr. Rice's intent always has been and

always will be the guiding star for those gov-
erning Rice University." Moreover, his will
continues, very strong and very unbroken.
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Joining A Legacy
of Excellence

This article is adapted from the address delivered by Dean Jones on the occasion of the first Shepherd School

of Music Convocation, June 3, 1975.

T
HIS IS AN HISTORIC occasion.
So we may as well admit it and
see where it takes us. First, let's

think about our debts to the past. In-
deed we need to pay tribute to the

people who paved the way for our
coming together. And our debt, most
of all, is to Sallie Shepherd Perkins.
Mrs. Perkins is for me a very enig-

matic character. I've come face to face
with her through the writings that
she's left, and I've tried my best to get
to know this fine lady. But she eludes
the best kind of analysis because
there is so little that she did leave.

We do know a number of things
about her. We know that she lived to

be 80 years old; she died in 1968, [and]
was born in 1888. We know that she
had a dream which was not trumped
up at the last minute. She made her
original gift to Rice University in
1950, along with the establishment of
the Shepherd Foundation. But she
had in mind the founding of the
Shepherd School as far back as 1938.
We know that because we have bits

and pieces of writing that she made,
always on little pieces of stationery.

So, as long ago as 1938 she was

talking about her dreams, her wishes,
her aspirations for The Shepherd

School of Music. Already she had the
name of the school in mind. She

wanted it to memorialize her grand-

father. He had meant a great deal to
her; he had inspired her in her music

studies. She was a pianist, and she
had a lot to do with the national
Music Club movement in Virginia,

which is where she was born and
spent most of her life.
She left a little note that I want to

read to you. It sets the tone that she
wanted the institution to have. She
says, "The Shepherd School of Music
is purely a product of my own mind
and heart" — and I will come back

later to those words, mind and heart.

"The healing power of music is so
much needed in this troubled world

and I earnestly hope our Southland
and our country will be enriched
when my dream becomes a reality.

Walt Whitman said, 'I see America
go singing to her destiny.' May this
Shepherd School of Music add a
triumphant note to the chorus!" This
she wrote on December 6, 1950 to
George Brown, who at that time was
president of the Board of Trustees of
Rice Institute.

One of the specific requests she
made was that at the opening convo-

cation an essay that she wrote about
her grandfather be readltWe all owe a
great debt to Benjamin A. Shepherd.
It was his industry, his own efforts,
his pioneering efforts for this part of
the country, his amassing of a fortune

and passing it on, not only the money
he bequeathed to his granddaughter,
but his passing along the ideals
of serving music to her, that are
directly responsible for the fact that

we are all together this afternoon.

'We have an obligation
to maintain the highest
ideals in the Shepherd
School. Anything less
than that simply will
not be good enough."

We have another debt, our debt to

the Rice family, to William Marsh

Rice, and to all of the now hundreds

upon hundreds of people who have

helped make this institution what
it is. In being associated with Rice,

The Shepherd School automatically

is associated with a legacy of ex-
cellence. And the same, of course, is

expected of us.
You know, Rice is a curious place.

One finds the most marvelous little

tidbits in its past. Did you know that

in 1928, when Maurice Ravel was

touring the United States, one of the

places where he made a speech was

the Rice Institute in Houston, Texas?

This was quite an event. He did play

the piano, as he was on a concert tour.

But his playing was really not that

distinguished. What is remembered

more than his performance is a

speech he made here.

Er 

E TALKED ABOUT CON-

TEMPORARY MUSIC, including

some comments on those

elements that were contributing to

the gradual formation of a verita-

ble "school," as he put it, of Ameri-

can music. Then he went on:

*Mrs. Shepherd's essay, which Dean

Jones read at the Convocation, is

printed in full on the facing page.

That this school will become

notable in its final evolution I

have not the slightest doubt, and

I am also convinced it will realize

a national expression quite as

different from the music of Euro-

peans as you yourselves are dif-

ferent from them. ..May this

national music of yours embody

a great deal of the rich and di-

verting rhythm of your jazz, a

great deal of the emotional ex-

pression of your blues, and a

great deal of the sentiment and

spirit characteristic of your pop-

ular melodies and songs, worthi-

ly deriving from, and in turn

contributing to, a noble heritage

in music.
His message fell on relatively deaf

ears, as we all know, in view of the

way American music evolved from

that point on. But his message is as

vital as ever for the evolution of a na-

tional style. Both the inherent power

of folk expression and the artistic

power of intellectual expression are

terribly necessary to be able to

transmit our musical concepts beyond

the confines of the present day into

the future. This is a message that you

will hear reiterated from this podium

many, many times.
And there are other debts. We, the

senior members of this artistic com-

munity, have a very real debt to our

teachers. This ancient and honorable

lineage of musicians with whom we

are linked is really quite staggering,

if you stop to think about it. I ask you

to bear with me a moment while I

share with you something of my

background.
I studied with two piano teachers,

neither of whom are eminent, or even

well known. But they in turn studied

with people, who studied with people,

so that in the case of one of them, at

the grandfather level, comes the

name Leschetitzky, one of the

greatest pianists and teachers of the

century. His teacher was Czerny,

whose teacher was Beethoven. My

other teacher studied with Hoffman,

who studied with Anton Rubinstein,

and the lineage keeps going. My con-

ducting teacher, Richard Lert,
studied with, knew, talked with

Strauss, Mahler, Nikisch — and the

torch is passed.
I want the younger members of this

community, as well as the older

BY SAMUEL JONES
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Shepnerd Perkins

Of Frank Terry Shepherd'
of B.A. Shepherd)

members, to be aware that you are
living links in the chain and com-
munity of the great art of music. That
is what all of us here are dedicated to,
the passing on of that great idea, that
great human chain of communica-
tion. So we have a debt to the musi-
cians who've gone before us.

I would like to pause a moment to
express our debt to certain ones of us
in this room who have been on the
scene before this inaugural moment,
because we can't express our debts
adequately without remembering
these people. First, of course, is Nor-
man Hackerman, whose support of
the Shepherd School and whose shar-
ing of our dream is inspirational in-
deed. And I'd like to single out the
Provost and Vice President of this
University, Frank Vandiver, who has
become one of my dear, dear friends.
His belief in the Shepherd School and
his encouragement of not only me
personally, but of all of you, is deeply
gratifying.
I would like to pay special tribute to

the three faculty members, Paul
Cooper, Anne Schnoebelen, and
Ronald Patterson, who were here last
year and who participated in the for-
mation of the Shepherd School's core
curriculum. Together, the three of
them and I worked long and hard to
come up with what we know to be an
exceptional set of goals and ideas and
a curriculum that is unique in the
nation.
I would also like to pay special tri-

bute to the secretary of the Shepherd
School, Lois Vaughn, who has been
with the Shepherd School for many,
many years, long before it was even a
department. And a special tribute
goes also to Arthur Hall, who is now
Professor Emeritus of Music and has
been on the scene longer than any of
the rest of us. Mr. Hall, in his own
way, nurtured the Shepherd dream
for these many years. But I have to
reserve a very special word of thanks
for the gracious lady without whom
the Shepherd School could not exist,
my assistant, Gloria Weems.

S
O WE DO HAVE DEBTS. And we
spring from the realization of
those into the shouldering of

more debts, that is, obligations to the
future, both in terms of musical val-
ues and in terms of human values.
First of all, you are going to be ex-
pected to work very hard. You senior
members have already learned the
value of work. And you junior mem-
bers either are learning it or know
it, or you would not be here, you
wouldn't have been accepted into this
class. But I'm reminding you that
what is required to become an artist
or a true scholar is true dedication.
We have an obligation to maintain

the highest ideals in the Shepherd
School. Anything less than that sim-
ply will not be good enough. You are
our first class. There are advantages
and disadvantages to that. The obvi-
ous disadvantage is that you don't
have upperclassmen against which to
measure yourself. But I want to ar-
ticulate what I've said to some of you
individually already: there is an-
other side to that coin, and that is
that we have ample opportunity for a
much more in-depth relationship be-
tween faculty and students.
We won't have a large student body

for music-making this year, so let
there be intra-school chamber
music-making, performance in an in-
formal setting, with the faculty mem-

bers and the students. Arrange for
lessons more than the traditional
once a week. In fact, don't be
hidebound by schedules at all, just
get together. I can assure the
younger members of our community
that the senior members are going to
put a tremendous amount of pressure
on you. That's urged from the very
top. If the pressure gets to be too se-
vere, come talk to me about it. We'll
handle each case on an individual
basis. But you're expected to work,
and at the highest level.

I'd like to say a word to the younger
members of this community about the
importance of the student's role in an

"You are living links in
the chain and commun-
ity of the great art of
music."

effective teacher-pupil relationship.
Until you have experienced it from
the side of the teacher, you really
have no idea how important you as a
student are to the building of an effec-
tive relationship. It's not just a
one-way thing; it's truly an equation
that's balanced. Let me urge you,
each student, to erase any false bar-
riers. Don't assume that the teacher
can read you like a book and automat-
ically knows you. Exert yourself. If
you have a question, ask it; if you're
confused, say so; if you're excited, say
so.

We're in a very special situation
here. Every single person sitting in
this room will be helping to create an
institution, its values and its tradi-
tions. This is a rare, exciting oppor-
tunity. The Shepherd School in large
measure will be the kind of institu-
tion it is 10, 20, 30 years from now
because of the way we all interact, the
way we all study, the way we all
achieve, right now.
I'm going to be the first to tell you

that what we wind up with 10 years
from now — even this year — won't
be perfect. But we have the opportun-
ity with this school to come awfully
close. And I urge each one of you to
remember the high standards of con-
duct and of quality musical achieve-
ment that we're ascribing ourselves
to. This will be a community of
artist/scholars, with some senior
members, yes, and some junior
members. But we're all part of the
community.
On this subject I want to say some-

thing that I have been looking for-
ward to saying. Let it always be
known that in the Shepherd School
the spirit of colleagues is the norm.
In most conservatories and music

schools there's a prevalent atmos-

"We have an excep-
tional set of goals and
a curriculum that is
unique in the nation."

phere of hyper-competition and nega-
tive criticism. You have to go home at
night and rebuild your own inner
soul, because it feels as if somebody is
trying to pull you down. Part of it is a
fear. It's a feeling that if someone else
is too good, or is better than you, then
that is dangerous. It's so easy for the
backbiting to set in. But I'm here to

tell you that the world is big enough
for quality and for greatness from
every quarter. Indeed the world needs
it. If someone else succeeds, it's
something to rejoice about. If some-
one else has a fine program, a fine
concert, it does not hurt you, because
you have your own greatness. The
negative attitude simply will not be
tolerated at The Shepherd School.
This is the standard, this is the norm:
we are colleagues. We rejoice in each
other's successes. We are helpful in
those cases of failure which inevita-
bly come. And we strive together to
help each become the finest artist and
scholar of which each is capable.

HAT IS THIS ART we
serve, that we're all dedi-
cating ourselves to? No-

body has ever found an adequate
definition for music. But perhaps a
clue to what this art is has come to
light in recent research.
There's an interesting article by

Roger W. Sperry, Hixon Professor of
Psychobiology at Cal Tech, in a recent
Saturday Review. Dr. Sperry and his
colleagues have discovered that the
two sides of the brain do vastly differ-
ent things. The left hemisphere con-
trols the logical processes and the
higher mathematical functions. The
right doesn't think very logically or
linguistically. The right side thinks
more in terms of feelings and in terms
of spatial concepts.
Curiously enough, we are products

of a social system (and particularly of
an educational system) that has al-
most completely neglected one whole

"in most music schools
there's a prevalent
atmosphere of hyper-
competition and nega-
tive criticism...that will
not be tolerated here
...we are colleagues."

hemisphere of the brain. Our system
has spent most of the time trying to
teach that left side what to do. We
musicians have known instinctively
all along that the other side was up
there, that the other side was impor-
tant. The true life of the mind cannot
exclude the right hemisphere. And
the goals, the procedures, the aspira-
tions that we're all dedicated to in-
volve that half of the mind greatly.
But it involves the left side also, be-
cause the intellect is deeply involved
in music. Emotional expression with-
out the discipline of the intellect is
hollow. And the reverse is true. So I
return to those words of Sallie
Shepherd Perkins. She said that the
Shepherd School "is purely a product
of my own mind and heart." That's
exactly how we have to focus our-
selves. Strive to put your intellect
and your heart into your work here.
Each of you is in search for the full-

est achievement of his art and his
person, and I mean all of us, not just
the student members of this commun-
ity. I submit that we're involved in
one of the deepest quests of the
human mind and the human spirit,
the finding of true beauty and shar-
ing it toward some transcendent pur-
pose. Let that always be the goal of
the Shepherd School of Music.
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Inside The Association
ON the last Thursday of each month
the executive board of the Association
of Rice Alumni gathers for lunch and
for business in the Rice Memorial
Center Alumni Room. Eighteen
elected representatives, the Asso-
ciation's executive director (and form-
er board member), Carolyn Wallace
BA '66, her assistant, Rice's Alumni
Governors and the six officers of the
Association are present.
Among these six officers are three

who have been, are, or will be the
leader of the Association: the presi-
dent, past president and president
elect. With them are the first and
second vice presidents and the treas-
urer. These six individuals are
the Association's primary deci-
sion-makers.

THE man who sits alone at the
South end of the table (which, inci-
dentally, was formerly President
Houston's dining room table) is
1975-76 Association President L.
Henry Gissel, Jr. He doesn't gavel
meetings to order; the Association
doesn't own a gavel. Instead, "We've
got a lot to take care of today, so
we'd better begin, even though I see
that most of you are still eating
your sandwiches" is the acceptable
substitute.
Henry is an attorney, a partner in

the Houston firm of Fulbright &
Jaworski. He graduated from Rice in
1958, Phi Beta Kappa, and went on to
take his LLB degree at SMU, where
he again graduated with honors. At
Rice he was president of Will Rice
College, Student Association treas-
urer, and an Outstanding Senior.
Leading is something he enjoys and
does well.
As president, Henry is responsible

for all committee appointments (the
Association has 15 committees), and
ultimately for the success of commit-
tee programs, during his one-year
term. He is in touch with the Alumni
Office and the Rice President's Office
more than any other board member.
He represents the Association at
University convocations, matricula-
tion and graduation ceremonies, usu-
ally accompanied by his wife, Jo
Claire. They have three children.
As a graduate, Henry has been ac-

tively involved in Rice University af-
fairs since 1964, when he was Class
Agent for the Annual Fund Drive one
year after leaving the Army Judge
Advocate General's Corps. He was
elected to the Association's executive
board in 1965, and was tapped for the
presidency by the nominating com-
mittee in 1974.

THE man whom Gissel succeeded in
the president's chair is Walter P.
Moore, Jr., a member of the class
of 1959. Walter is a professional
engineer with Walter P. Moore,
Associates of Houston. He holds a
PhD in Civil Engineering from the
University of Illinois.
As a Rice student, Walter was sec-

retary of the Rally Club and was
councilman-at-large for Baker Col-
lege. Later, as an alumnus, Walter
was a captain in the Rice $33 Million
Capital Campaign. He has been
secretary of the Tip-Off Club, and is
currently a member of the advi-
sory council for Rice's engineering
departments.
As past president, Walter is chair-

man of the Alumni Association's hon-

ors committee, which selects
nominees to receive the Association's
Gold Medal for Distinguished Serv-
ice, and which in the near future
may establish a Distinguished
Alumni Award. Walter has been a
leader in the effort to initiate the giv-
ing of such an award meant to recog-
nize a Rice alumnus or alumna for
services to the larger human com-
munity rather than to Rice Univer-
sity specifically, as is the case with
the Gold Medal.
Walter and Mary Ann Moore live in

Houston. They have three children.

THE Alumni Association strives
to maintain continuity by having on
the board at all times not only the
immediate past president and the
current president, but also the
president-elect. Neal Lacey, Jr., an
architect and principal in the Pierce,
Lacey Partnership, sits on the board
in this capacity. He will succeed
Henry Gissel at the June 1976 meet-
ing of the board.
Neal took his BA at Rice in 1952

and his BS in 1953, then traveled to
Austin, where he took his master of
architecture degree in 1954. He is a
distinguished architect who has won
an American Institute of Architects
Medal and two M.N. Davidson Fel-
lowships. He is a preceptor for the

Rice School of Architecture and is

past president of both the Alumni

Association's Dallas Area Club and

the Rice Architecture Alumni. In

addition, Neal is a member of the

Rice Fund Council, serving as an
important link in the Dallas Fund
Drive efforts.
Neal is the first Alumni Associa-

tion president to be chosen from the
numbers of alumni living outside the

Houston area. He and his wife,
Sara Luger Lacey BA '55, and their
three children live in Dallas.

THE most complicated (and reward-
ing) event of each year for the Alumni
Association is Homecoming. It takes
months to organize, and it takes a lot
of savvy to pull it off well. The first
vice president of the Association is
the chairman of the Homecoming ac-
tivities and the guiding force in all

aspects of planning. Since last spring,
Evelyn Smith Murphy, first vice
president for this year, has been busy
planning the first Alumni Art Show,
the first all-classes Dance of the
Decades, and all the other festivities
to take place this October 17-19.
Evelyn graduated from Rice in

1943 with a major in English. As a
student, she was vice president of the

E.B.L.S.; as an alumnae, she served
the E.B.L.S. Alumnae as president.
Evelyn and her husband, Walter D.

Mu'rphy BS '48, live in Houston and
are currently co-chairmen of the Rice
University Parents Council. Their
son Walter, Jr., a junior in Lovett
College, is their second child to attend
Rice.
Evelyn is a volunteer worker, for

one day each week, at the Blue Bird
Clinic Children's Neurological
Center in Houston. She is an expert
gardener, and an amateur art
historian.

THE position of second vice presi-
dent again makes manifest the
Association's desire for continuity.
The second vice president works with
the first and learns the ins and outs of
putting together Homecoming ac-
tivities before assuming the position
of first vice president the following
year. Helen Belton Orman '60 is the
Association's second vice president
for 1975-76.

Helen left Rice before she com-
pleted her degree requirements. Her
husband, Ben Orman, graduated
from Rice in 1958 and was off to Duke
for medical school, so Helen accom-
panied him, completing her work and
taking a BA and later an MA at the
University of North Carolina. While
at Rice, Helen was a regular on the
President's Honor Roll, a member of
Pi Delta Phi and E.B.L.S., and
worked on the Campanile.
Since returning to Houston, Helen,

who is the mother of two, has been
active in the Society of Rice Univer-
sity Women, E.B.L.S. Alumnae and
has chaired the Alumni Association's
arts committee, which presented so-
prano Paulina Stark in concert and
an evening at the Alley Theater
with playwright George Greanias . _
Currently, Helen is at work making
final preparations for the Homecom-
ing Art Show.

THE treasurer of the Association is
Steve Shaper, a member of the Class
of 1958. He is no newcomer to our fi-
nancial records — this is his third
year as treasurer.
Steve chairs the Association's

budget committee, which each Jan-
uary decides the Alumni Associa-
tion's budget request for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. During 1975-76 the
Association is operating on a total
budget of just less than $100,000,
salaries of four staff members and two
student assistants included.
While a student, Steve was a

member of the Engineering Society,
the student chapter of A.S.M.E.E.,
and the Rally Club. He served in the
Wiess cabinet, took an active part in
the Rice Religious Council, and was
president of the Student Association.
During his last year, he was named
an Outstanding Senior.
As an alumnus, he has been record-

er and moderator at Alumni Assem-
blies, and has served as 1958 class
fund chairman. He and his wife, Sue
Zigenbein Shaper BA '61, live in
Houston with their three children.
Steve is president of El Patio Prod-
ucts in Houston.

These, are the six volunteers
most important to the continued suc-
cess of the Association of Rice Alumni.
Much more could be said about each
— but perhaps that, in itself, is enough.
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Allen to Receive
Gold Medal
and Engineer Award
The Association of Rice Alumni will
Present its highest award, the Gold
Medal for Distinguished Service, to
Herbert Allen BA '29 during
Homecoming activities October 18.
Allen, chairman of the Rice Board
of Trustees, will be the thirty-first
Person so honored by the Alumni
Association since presentation of
the first Gold Medal to William M.
Rice, Jr. in 1947.
"My going to Rice was one of those

almost unbelieveable accidents," re-
members Allen. "I think I first heard
about Rice from a football player who
happened to be talking to someone in
a drugstore." The mention that Rice
had no tuition caught Allen's atten-
tion. He was living with his grand-
mother in Nacogdoches, Tex., during
that senior year in high school, and
knew that he would have to pay the
tuition if he was to go to college. So
Rice was for him.
He arrived in Houston "with about

$100." "I'll never forget that day. I
took a streetcar and got off at Rice,
walked through Hermann Park to the
middle entrance there on Main
Street, and — My God — I thought
that was the most beautiful thing I'd
ever seen."
Allen was a strong young man who,

though hampered somewhat by lack
Of running speed ("I had polio as a
kid"), won a freshman letter in foot-
ball and varsity letters in the shotput.
A Mech E major, he held many dif-

ferent jobs while a student. During
his junior year he joined an oil tool
research effort, sponsored by Mike
Hogg, which played a part in shaping
Allen's future.
He remembers enjoying the Rice

Mechanical Engineering Department
because at the time there was "a real
climate for innovation."

After graduation Allen continued
working for the Hogg project until, in
1931, the Depression put him out of
work. He heard, then, of a job possi-
bility with the Abercrombie Pump
Co., which was to be developing a
new mud slush pump for oil rigs. In
June 1931 he went to work for

Abercrombie, a division of Cameron
Iron Works, begun in 1930 by J. S.
Abercrombie and Harry Cameron
as a small oil rig repair shop. In
1935 he moved from the Pump
division to Cameron.

During the years which followed
Allen built a career around his out-
standing leadership and inventive-
ness. After World War II, during
which the company was a supplier of
wartime materials, Cameron Iron
Works grew from a Houston company
concerned primarily with oil rig
equipment to an international or-
ganization equally involved in the
forging and fabrication of quality
metal alloy products. In 1950 Allen
was named vice president and gen-
eral manager. Sixteen years later, he
was named president. And in 1973,
Allen was named chairman of
Cameron's Board of Directors.

Allen approached his Rice Univer-
sity activities with the same energy
that characterized his work at Came-
ron Iron. He was named chairman of
the Rice Board of Governors in 1949.
He became a member of the Board of
Trustees in 1964, and was elected vice
chairman of the board in 1967. In
1972 he succeeded H. Malcolm Lovett
BA '21 as chairman of the Board of
Trustees.

To Allen one of the most interesting
of his Rice projects was planning for
the Rice Stadium in 1950. As a trus-
tee, he was also involved in the estab-
lishment of the college system at Rice
in the mid-1950s. In 1967 a $400,000
gift from Allen and his wife Helen
made possible construction of the
Allen Center for Building Activities
on campus.

Allen has received numerous
awards for his professional achieve-
ments. He is an honorary member of
the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers. During the October
Homecoming activities Allen will
also receive the second Rice En-
gineering Alumni Outstanding En-
gineer Award. George R. Brown '19
was recipient of the award last year.

Herbert Allen '29: Chairman of Rice's Trustees

ITT Gift
Honors
Brown
In September Rice received a
$100,000 gift from the International
Telephone and Telegraph Corp. The
money was given in honor of retiring
ITT Director George R. Brown '21, "in
recognition of his significant and con-
tinuing contributions to the Corpora-
tion and its stockholders."
The contribution will be used to

endow a special fund for Rice's George
R. Brown School of Engineering. The
income from the endowment will be
used at the discretion of the dean to
benefit the School.
Brown has been a Trustee

Emeritus of Rice since 1968.

Campus 

Abercrombie
Chair
Endowed
The J. S. Abercrombie Chair in En-
gineering has recently been endowed
with a grant of $750,000 from the
Brown Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Abercrombie, a Houston

philanthropist who founded the Texas
Children's Hospital, began his career
as a roustabout in the oil fields in
1909. He later was a well-drilling
contractor before joining Harry
Cameron in 1930 on a small machine
shop venture. Their Houston machine
shop grew into Cameron Iron Works.
Mr. Abercrombie died in January of

this year.
Rice's Abercrombie Laboratory was

constructed in 1948. Funds were do-
nated by Mr. and Mrs. Abercrombie
and their daughter Mrs. Anthony
(Josephine) Bryan BA '46, a Rice
trustee.

Presidential
Scholars
Among Frosh
Six members of the Class of 1979 en-
tered Rice this fall having already ob-
tained national distinction as
1974-75 White House Presidential
Scholars. A total of 121 high school
seniors were chosen by the Commis-
sion on Presidential Scholars last
year.

Rice's six Scholars form a diverse
group. John Rex of Oklahoma City,
Okla. is a pre-med student study-
ing computer science and biology.
Douglas Monk of Houston is inter-
ested in psychology and English
literature. Gregory Simon of New
Iberia, La. is a pre-med concentrating
on biochemistry and physical sci-
ence. Interested in radio and theater,
Kenneth Hinds of Carlsbad, N. M.
is studying mathematics and com-
puter science. Alan Wisdom of Be-
thesda, Md. may double-major in
history and religious studies, in prep-
aration for a possible career in the
church. Although his interests in-

clude philosophy, sports and lan-
guages, Michael Miller of Omaha,
Neb. is pursuing a degree in
engineering.
Judged superior in academic excel-

lence, leadership activities and poten-
tial for future accomplishments, the
Presidential Scholars were invited to
Washington, D.C. last year where
each received a commemorative
medal and met the President.

Higginbotham
Joins
Publications
Inquiry
S. W. Higginbotham BA '34, Rice pro-
fessor of history, editor of the Journal
of Southern History and chairman of
the editorial advisory board of the
Rice University Review, was named
this summer to the governing body of
a national inquiry into the problems
facing scholarly publishing.
R. M. Lumiansky of New York,

president of the American Council of
Learned Societies (the administrative
agency for the project) cited a confus-
ing proliferation of scholarly works as
the impetus for the inquiry: "In these
times of mounting pressures and
deepening confusion for scholars,
publishers, and libraries, we feel that
this enquiry is of the greatest urgency
and importance if the country is to
benefit as it should from the work of
serious thinkers in all fields."
The study will be funded with

$300,000 from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities and
$100,000 from the Ford, Rockefeller,
and Andrew W. Mellon foundations.

What Makes
the Sun
Shine?
Ever been stumped by the question,
"What makes the sun shine?" Well,
thanks to a discovery made by Robert
C. Haymes, Rice professor of space
physics and astronomy, and a team of
researchers, you may soon be pro-
vided with a scientific explanation.
Haymes and his team detected
gamma rays coming from Centaurus
A, the closest radiogalaxy outside our
solar system. According to Haymes,
"Nuclear astronomy could allow as-
tronomers to determine how the ele-
ments are made and where they come
from; we may be able to study the
processes powering celestial objects,
answering such questions as how the
sun shines."
Funded by the National Science

Foundation, the project resulted in
the development of a "gamma ray
telescope," which was launched in a
balloon 241h miles over Argentina in
April 1974. The next data-gathering
flight will be in November 1975 over
Brazil.
The discovery, which was an-

nounced last August at the 14th In-
ternational Cosmic Ray Conference
in Munich, Germany, could enable
astronomers to answer the question,
"What is the source of cosmic rays?"
Which is probably another question
that has always stumped you.
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Rice Hotel Sold
After months of negotiation, the Rice
Hotel officially became the property
of Rittenhouse Capital Corporation
Wednesday, September 17. The terms
of the contract enable Rittenhouse to
purchase the land under the hotel.

Earlier, Rice brought a suit against
the State in order that an 1892 deed
might be superseded to allow the
sale. The document stipulated that
the land under the hotel "forever re-
main the property" of the University.
State District Judge Shearn Smith

Rittenhouse will renovate.

ruled that the specification was "not a
valid restraint upon [Rice's] power to
sell the property."

Local architect Jack McGinty BA
'56 is overseeing the renovation of
the hotel, which, according to plans,
will be a luxury hotel and apartment
house when it opens in 1976.

Nostalgia buffs will be relieved to
know that Rittenhouse will continue
to use the historic name and logo of
The Rice Hotel.

Athletic
Recruiting
Some
Guidelines
Thinking of helping to recruit some
new talent for Rice's Fighting Owls?
The Athletic Department will provide
you with a prospect's name. And
there are some strict rules to follow!
Take a look at the recruiting
guidelines compiled by the Athletic
Department:

You may interview prospects to
find out as much as you can about in-
terests, attitudes, grades, etc. Visit-
ing a prospect and his or her family
and arranging a visit to the Rice
campus after football season — with
permission of the family and coach —
is acceptable. Whatever happens,
keep in touch with Rice's coaching
staff, letting them know of your prog-
ress and any information they might
find helpful when they talk to the
prospect.

You may not pay for relatives of the
prospect to visit the campus, or pool
money for transportation or enter-
tainment. Providing entertainment of
any sort (including Bowl games) or
paying for meals is out. You may not
give the prospect anything or promise
anything other than an education,
room, board, tuition, fees and books.
Individual scholarship offers will be
made by Rice coaches.

Alumni can be most helpful in the
area of "indirect contact" — tele-
phone, letters and telegrams.

Luce
Scholarships
Offered
The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc. of-
fers seniors, graduate students and

recent alumni with outstanding
academic records, evidence of leader-
ship ability and a clearly defined
career interest a chance to spend ten
months working and observing Asian
culture. Each year, 15 Luce Scholars
are selected from the approximately
120 applicants nominated by 60 U.S.
colleges and universities. The
program's objective is to provide a un-
ique experience for an outstanding
group of young people (under 27 years
old) who might not otherwise have
such an opportunity in the course of
their careers.

Scholars are given ten-month job
assignments in East and Southeast
Asia; the type of job is dependent on
the Scholar's professional interest or
experience. A basic stipend of $9000,
payable in twelve monthly install-
ments, has been established for each
Luce Scholar; married Scholars re-
ceive an additional $2000 when ac-
companied by a husband or wife.

Eligible alumni may apply through
the Office of Undergraduate Affairs.
A personal application with a brief
account of the applicant's education
and professional standing, outstand-
ing experiences, reasons for interest

in the program, and two supporting
letters of recommendation from Rice
faculty members, should be received
in the Undergraduate Affairs Office

by Monday, October 13. Rice will
nominate two candidates.

Gordon,
Sterling
Honored
Two Rice professors were elected this
summer to prominent positions in in-
ternational organizations.

William E. Gordon, dean of natural
sciences and professor of electrical
engineering and space physics and
astronomy, was elected vice president
of the International Union of Radio
Science, an organization which deals
with communications, atmospheric
probing and radio astronomy. A
member of the National Academy of
Sciences and the National Academy
of Engineering, Gordon pioneered
work in radar telescope design, and
made contributions toward improved
radio communications.

Robert R. Sterling, Jesse H. Jones
professor of management and profes-
sor of accounting, was elected presi-
dent of the Accounting Researchers
International Association (ARIA).
Through research of international
business problems, ARIA hopes to
standardize accounting methods.

Alumni

Women's
Club
Sets Schedule
The Rice Women's Club has an-
nounced their 1975-76 program. The
schedule includes lectures on nutri-
tion ("Are You Killing Yourself with
Your Knife and Fork?" by Ruth
Long); bicentennial history (by Ira
Gruber, Rice professor of history);
self-defense ("Lady Beware" by the
Houston Police Department); African
art (by Alvia Short from the Museum
of Fine Arts); and a "plant party" dur-
ing which Ann Marie Palm "discusses
everything you've ever wanted to
know about plants." The full schedule
appears in "Owlmanac."

All meetings are open to members
and their guests. Annual dues are $6
and "all Rice alumnae who are in-
terested in getting together infor-
mally once a month" are invited to
join. Send a check, payable to the Rice
Women's Club, to Mrs. Wm. R. Long,
3647 Glen Haven, Houston, Tex.
77025 or get in touch with the Club's
chairwoman, Anne Jones Brice.

$50,000 Given For
Ewing Chair
The Arthur Vining Davis Founda-
tions have given Rice a grant of
$50,000 toward the establishment of
the W. Maurice Ewing Chair in
Oceanography.
This gift joins an initial pledge of

$400,000 from the Henry L. and
Grace Doherty Charitable Founda-
tion and a $3000 gift from the Conti-
nental Oil Company in contributing
toward achievement of an $800,000
goal.
Ewing BA '26, MA '27, PhD '31 was

a world renowned geophysicist and
oceanographer, one of Rice's most dis-
tinguished alumni and its first
Alumni-Governor. At the time of his
death in April 1974, he was chief of

the Earth and Planetary Sciences Di-

vision of the Marine Biomedical Insti-
tute of the University of Texas at

Galveston. Called the father of mod-
ern marine geology and geophysics,
Ewing was a member of the Royal
Society of London and the National
Academy of Science. He was the 1960

recipient of the Vetlesen Prize for

achievement in earth science and was
a 1973 recipient of the National
Medal of Science.
Alumni who wish to donate to the

Endowment Fund may send contribu-
tions earmarked for the W. Maurice
Ewing Chair to the Treasurer's Of-
fice, Rice University, or may contact
the Office of Development.

The late Dr. Ewing (left) at a 1969 Homecoming reception with Cape DeWitt '39,
Professor Frank Vandiver and Mrs. Rosemary McKinney Meyer '42.
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1916-1964

Nell Harris BA '25 writes, "Being
female, I have never received any
notice nor mention from Rice, my
'alma mater'...though I have been
honored by Presidential invitation to
the White House, by publications of
every kind, even being listed in Who's
Who of Women in the World filed in
the Library of Congress, and listed by
the nation's Bicentennial Committee
as a "human resource".. as well as, of
course, Who's Who in America. This is
just to remind the male chauvinist
hegemony at Rice that women did
exist in a wider world even so many,
many years ago! And that such
women have been recognized in some
more advanced centers of education
...even 'higher' education!" Harris. is
Presently a real estate broker in in-
vestment and commercial properties
in Houston. Percy E. Arthur BS '35
writes, "Since retiring, I have done
some writing [Handbook for Team
Captains]. I am currently working on
a novel to be entitled God Sat On My
Front Porch, and expect to finish it
next year. My wife and I recently
bought a Holiday Rambler Recreation
Trailer and have been making good
use of it. Should any of my 'old' class-
mates want a copy of my book,
Handbook for Team Captains, they
can call me at home, [(713)-464-5187].
One of our sons-in-law, Stephen L.
Thomas BA '62, was recently elected
a Corporate officer of Browning-Ferris
Industries." West Africa resident
Dean Richardson BS '40 "chuckles
at the idea of old Dr. Max Freund,
who nearly gave up trying to teach
me German, seeing me trying Afn- -
can languages at age 59 — he'd laugh
for a month!" Richardson and his
Wife, Joyce Wade Richardson BA
46 "received a card today [August 17]
from Bob McC ants about the 35th
reunion of the class of 1940, and only
wish we could be there, but it doesn't
seem likely. Our mission has trans-
ferred us to Tamale, in northern
Ghana, to launch the first full-time
literacy ministry ever attempted by
Baptists in this country. We'll be in-
volved for at least six months in
Part-time study of Dagbani, one ofthe languages spoken in northern
Ghana, to facilitate our literacy ef-
forts." Their new address is P.O. Box
20 — Educ. Ridge, Tamale, Ghana,
West Africa, and they warn prospec-
tive correspondents "as before, air-
mail takes 1-2 weeks; surface mail
takes 2-4 months." John N. Leedom
RS '43 "wanted to bring you up to date
on news. I have been elected to the
Dallas City Council and have been
serving since May 5, 1975. It is quitean 

experience for which my having
served as national president of the
National Association of Whole-
saler-Distributors prepared meso
mewhat. I do enjoy receivingsA.LLYPoRt and keeping up with oldfrie.nds." Joy Joyce Kittrell BA '46

writes, "While visiting my sister-
law, Lida Kittrell Barrett BA46, I 

realized I hadn't received
SALLYPORT because I hadn't given a
change of address. After 16 happyYears in Denver, Colo., my husband (a

grad) was transferred to NYC andis. now a commuter. We are living,With our 14-year-old daughter, in the
vdvilds of Connecticut. Our elder
aughter is married and living inL.A. Our son, also a Rice grad (BS '74)is a Chem E working for Rohm and
Haas. Lida is head of the math de-
Partment at the U of Tennessee andwith Maideline Kittrell Cason BA_48 and her husband Walter CasonS 47, we are having a family reun-

ion (ten kids in all — not all here.)"
Their new address is 7 Hemmels-
kamp Road, Wilton, Conn. 06897.
Amoco Production Company has ap-
pointed Malcolm C. Gillis BS '47 as
Area Superintendent of the newly-
established Denver, Colo. office.
Amoco is a subsidiary of Standard
Oil Company of Indiana. Don R.
Holcombe BA '52 writes that he and
his wife, Joan, "are proud parents of a
new son, named Charley, born May
26, 1975." The Holcombes live in
Houston. He has been president
of Holcombe-Lindquist, Inc., the
"world's largest piano and organ
dealership," for 21 years. Carl R.
Hutchison BA '54 has been named
operations manager of the fluid con-
trol operation by the Petroleum
Equipment Division of the FMC Cor-
poration. Hutchison has been with
FMC for 16 years. He will oversee the
production of fluid control equipment
and valves for the petroleum and in-
dustrial markets. Gloria M. Shatto
BA '54 said in a June interview with
the Seattle Times that women are still
being discriminated against in U. S.
college and university practices.
"Discrimination is more subtle now,"
she said, but noted that it is still ap-
parent in areas such as salary, alloca-
tion of travel funds and assignment of
research assistants. Shatto, professor
of economics and associate dean of the
College of Industrial Management at
the Georgia Institute of Technology,
was attending the American Associa-
tion of University Women's conven-
tion in Seattle. Marvin Schindler
BA '56 has been appointed manager
of engineering for Atwood Oceanics,
Inc., a Houston-based offshore drill-
ing contractor with worldwide
facilities. Robert H. Waldman BA
'59 was promoted to professor of
medicine at the University of Florida
this summer. In addition, a paper
entitled "Immunity to Infections
on Secretory Surfaces," which
Waldman co-authored, earned the
right to be presented at the school's
newly-established Faculty Forum
(intended to promote scholarly
communication on campus) and
a $200 honorarium. Charles E.
Walpole BA '60, BS '64 writes,
"My achievements since graduat-
ing have been almost as spectac-
ular as those of Steve Muller,
so I was glad you printed his let-
ter in the May-June issue of
SALLYPORT. SO much success has
come to me so early that I have
been able to set aside my innate am-
bition. I took early retirement this
spring and now spend most of my
time tinkering in my workshop and
entering the family dog, a West High-
land white terrier, in local dog shows.
Whenever I begin to feel indolent or
useless, I ponder my Rice diploma,
which if you look carefully, is shaped
like a grecian urn." Anne Bond
Berkley BA '61 "never did work for
Duke, as the SALLYPORT reported two
years ago. I just got some of my mail
there when my husband worked
there. I will be returning to school
part time this fall to work on my
master's in library science." Ron
Loehman BA '64 and Edna Tusak
Loehman BA '65 "were each re-
cently promoted to associate professor
at the University of Florida in
Gainesville. They have been in
Gainesville for five years and previ-
ously were at Purdue University
where Ron received a doctorate in
chemistry while Edna got a doctorate
in economics. Ron is in the materials
science and engineering; Edna is in
food and resource economics. They
also have a daughter, Rachel Andrea,
age eight months."

1965-1969

Barbara Luca Beckett BA '65
received an MA on June 5, 1975 at
the 209th commencement of Rutgers
University in New Jersey. Ann
Wilson Heath BA '65 was award-
ed an MS in education on June 1,
1975 at the 125th commencement of
Bucknell University in Lewisburg,
Pa. The photography of Geoff
Winningham BA '65, Rice associ-
ate professor of fine arts, was shown
at Witkin Gallery in New York
City in an exhibition that closed Au-
gust 2. A New York Times reviewer
classified Winningham as a "photo-
essayist" who "builds a solid and
convincing picture of reality out
of little bits and pieces which are not
in themselves uniformly interesting."
Sandra Coyner Darilek BA '67
received a PhD on June 5, 1975
at the 209th commencement
of Rutgers University in New
Jersey. Keith W. Harbaugh
BA '67 and Annette Davidson
Harbaugh BA '69 "are living in Ar-
lington, Va . He is a systems analyst
with the Defense Dept. Annette has
completed all requirements for a PhD
in English from Brandeis University.
She is a project coordinator with
TELESEC data processing in
Washington, and teaches at Strayer
College. Their main hobby this sum-
mer was disposing of hundreds of to-
matoes and cucumbers from a
too-prolific garden." The U. S. Air
Force has promoted Roy A. Meals
BA '67 to the rank of major. He is a
physician assigned to an Air Force
support unit in Incirlik, Turkey,
where he lives with his wife, Susan.
Joshua I. Riber MA '67 is presently
attending the University of Nebraska
College of Medicine. Salle Ann
Schlueter BA '67 has "completed all
work for a PhD in classics which I will
receive from UT on August 21, 1975.
In September I will be employed as a
lecturer in the department of litera-
ture at the University of California in
San Diego." Fred P. Frenger, Jr.
BA '68, a physician's assistant in-
structor and Air Force captain, is
stationed at Sheppard Air Force Base
near Wichita Falls, Tex. He and his
wife, Janice, moved from Keesler
AFB in Mississippi. Gail Ellen
Drayton Lincoln BA '68 is in
surgery residency at Memorial Hospi-
tal in Long Beach, Calif. after receiv-
ing an advanced degree from the UT
Health Science Center in San An-
tonio this past May. Joanna Scott
BA '68 writes, "A lot has happened in
the seven (!) years since I left Rice. I
spent five years at MIT finally get-
ting my PhD in physical chemistry in
1973. While there I learned to ski
(sort of), got involved with the MIT
Musical Theater Guild and concert
band (mangled percussion). In the
summer of 1972, Jim Kates (another
MIT grad student) and I drove to Los
Angeles and back and got married in
the middle of the trip. (Note: I have
retained my maiden name.) After we
left MIT, we moved to Connecticut
where I taught at Yale for two years
as an instructor. We are now back in
Massachusetts where I am temporar-
ily unemployed but very busy taking
care of our daughter, Rebekah
Eleanor Kates, born June 25, 1975.
We live in Norfolk, Mass., a small
town near Boston, with our two Shet-
land sheepdogs, Penny and Circe."
Charles A. Shanor BA '68 has been
appointed assistant professor of law
at Emory University. He was previ-
ously an associate with the Atlanta
law firm of Sutherland, Asbill and
Brennan, and also served a one-year

law clerkship with Judge E.P. Tuttle
of the Fifth Circuit U.S. Court of Ap-
peals. Bob Bonner BA '69 and
Mary Aanstoos Bonner BA '69
write, "We're about at the half-way
point of our two-year stay in Got-
tingen, West Germany, where Bob's
doing research at the Max-Planck In-
stitut Fiir Biophyskalische Chemie
(not, as was earlier reported, at the
University of Gottingen). Mary got
her MA this spring in comparative
literature, has been taking some
German courses, and has found that
Americans are quite unemployable
here, due to the alarmingly high
(about 2-3%) German rate of unem-
ployment. We'll be in Copenhagen and
Norway for a good part of August.
Hiking and working our very large
vegetable garden are our local past-
times, and we've begun to go to the
excellent German theater here. News
from Rice friends would indeed be
welcome." Their address is Steigel 7,
34 GOttingen, B.R.D., West Germany.
Ernest L. Kistler PhD '69 has taken
office as president of the Engineers
Council of Houston. He has been
chairman of the Houston sections of
the Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics, and the Marine Tech-
nology Society, and is listed in
Personalities of the South, Who's Who
in Aviation, and Who's Who in Texas.
F;stler is presently an associate pro-
fessor of civil engineering, ocean en-
gineering and marine science at
Texas A&M in Galveston.

1970-1972

Miriam John Fish BA '70 received a
1975-76 American Fellowship from
the American Associationof University
Women Educational Foundation. She
is working toward a PhD in chemical
engineering at Princeton. Jerald N.
Linsley PhD '70 has been made an
assistant professor of chemical en-
gineering at McNeese State Univer-
sity in Lake Charles, La. for the
1975-76 academic year. Linsley's spe-
cialty is the optimization of chemical
processes using computer technology.
Thomas L. Wright BA '70 writes,
"Since Rice I have spent one year as
an FDIC bank examiner, three
months as a lieutenant in field artil-
lery and three years in law school.
Recently, El Paso has been my home;
I have been an assistant DA here
since June 16, 1975. I'm interested in
meeting any Rice people in the area."
Rice people can reach him at 6770
Edgemere #192, El Paso, Tx. 79925.
John Caldwell BA '71 and Janet
Hudson BA '72 "were married on
June 14, and are living in King of
Prussia, Penn., just outside Philadel-
phia. She is writing a dissertation in
math education at the University of
Pennsylvania, while he has just en-
tered law school at Villanova, after
four years of graduate work in
chemistry. The welcome mat is al-
ways out." Doug Coldwell BA '71,
PhD '75 is in Rio de Janeiro teaching
materials science at the Instituto
Militar de Engenharia, a post-
graduate institute for those seek-
ing master's and doctoral degrees in
different branches of engineering.
Robert E. Daubert BA '71 took an
MS in man-environment relations
from Penn State during their May
commencement exercises. Raynard
George Fabianke BA '71 received a
degree on May 31 from the UT Health
Science Center in San Antonio. He is
now in a family practice residency at
the University of Alabama in
Huntsville. James Galeski PhD '71
has joined the physical sciences divi-
sion of Midwest Research Institute in
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Kansas City, Mo. He is working on
environmental assessment of fuel
conversion systems. Steve Marcus
BA '71 received a PhD from MIT last
June. "After a vacation in Europe, I
returned to Texas, where I am an as-
sistant professor of electrical en-
gineering at the University of Texas
at Austin." Lawrence I. Odensky
BA '71 received a JD degree from the
University of Houston's Bates College
of Law in May, 1974. He is "employed
as an attorney with the law firm of
Bonilla, Nutto, Beckman & Bonilla,
Inc." He and his wife, Janis, who
works for the Hilton Inn, live in Cor-
pus Christi. Deborah Greene
Turner BA '71 received a master's
degree from Columbia U. Teachers
College last June. Debbie and her
husband, John Turner BA '72, are
living in Lawrenceville, N.J. Peter
Brewton BA '72 is presently a
student at the American Graduate
School of International Management
in Glendale, Ariz. The school is the
only one in the U. S. devoted exclu-
sively to training men and women for
international careers. The cur-
riculum includes international
studies, modern languages and world
business. Bruce E. Byland BA '72
received an MA in anthropology dur-
ing the May commencement exercises
at Penn State. Marvin Hecker BA
'72 writes, "For the past three years I
have been working for the UT School
of Nursing at Houston as an educa-
tional media specialist. I have also
been active as a technical director,
photographer, and occasional actor at
Theater Suburbia, a local community
theater. I have been married for three
years to Carole Feray Hecker and
we have a one-year-old daughter,
Jennifer Rae. As of July 22, I
am the coordinator of instructional
materials for the UT System School
of Nursing at Austin. Our mailing
address is 4809A Blueberry Trail,
Austin, Tx. 78723." From Texarkana,
Elise Ragland BA '72 writes, "Now
that my medical school applications
for 1976 are in the mail, I'm leaving
for Guatemala on my bicycle to
stretch my legs and my mind. Since
completing my master of science in
physical education at the University
of Oregon, I've been teaching scuba
diving through the National
Association of Skin Diving Schools
in Eugene and in Mobile, Ala. Now I
hope I can be an MD who pushes
exercise instead of pills. While I'm on
the move, mail is being forwarded
from Texarkana [2907 Magnolia
St., 75501]. Hello to all old friends
— especially to Don Strong and
Fred Breckwoldt." David Dean
Stockwell BA '72 received an
MDiv degree on July 18, 1975 from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

1973-1975

Herschell Emery BA '73 is a
graduate student in the molecular
biophysics and biochemistry depart-
ment at Yale. Last August, the re-
sults of research he conducted as
an undergraduate were presented at
the 10th International Congress of
Crystallography in Amsterdam,
Netherlands by co-researcher
George Phillips BA '74. Martha
Riherd BA '73 married Robert
Weller, Jr. on June 21, 1975. She
writes that they are "both begin-
ning their third year of grad
school at Caltech, both in experi-
mental nuclear physics." Robert A.
Wells BA '73 recently joined the
staff of Amoco Production Corn-

pany's Denver office as a geologist.
George N. Phillips, Jr. BA '74 at-
tended the 10th International Con-
gress of Crystallography held in
Amsterdam, Netherlands in Au-
gust. He presented the results of
research conducted while he was
an undergraduate. Phillips is pres-
ently a graduate student at Rice,
studying under the supervision of
Florante A. Quiocho, associate pro-
fessor of biochemistry. Robert M.
Taylor, Jr. BA '74 received his
BArch from UT last May. He is pres-
ently working on a degree in architec-
tural engineering there. Philip
Thomas BA '74 was voted "best
teacher of the month" last March by
the students of Stratford High School
in Houston's Spring Branch subdivi-
sion. He teaches American history to
juniors and freshmen. Eventually, he
hopes to return to school to pursue
graduate studies. Geoffrey Glynn
Glidden BA '75 is a freshman at
Baylor College of Medicine. Thomas
0. Murray BA '75 is an assistant
electrical engineer at Fluor En-
gineers and Constructors Corporation
in Houston. Phillip Nipperus BA
'75 entered the American Graduate
School of International Management
in Glendale, Ariz. this fall. In prep-
aration for an international career,
he is studying world business, inter-
national studies and modern lan-
guages. Dwight Raulston BA '75
was recently awarded a Predoctoral
Fellowship from the National Science
Foundation. He will pursue grad-
uate work in Rice's biochemistry
department.

Homecoming in the Colleges

New Phone Number at Rice

Rice University will have a new
telephone number beginning
in November.

The number will be 527-8101.

Richardson College

Richardson College invites all
alumni, faculty, students and friends
to Oktoberfest on Friday, Oct. 17 from
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. The lest will include a
variety show, snack and game booths,
40 kegs of beer, a rock band, a movie
arcade and German cuisine — all for
$1.50 at the door. To make your even-
ing more homogenous, eat dinner in
one of the colleges ($2 /person) —they
will be serving German food! Rice
Central Kitchen (ext. 371) will take
your reservations.

Baker College
Baker College urges all its alums to
visit Saturday morning, Oct. 18.
Come to the Great Hall for casual in-
teraction with Baker students,
memorabilia exhibits of college life
(past and present), and refreshments!
Take a tour of the renovated old wing.

Then, for a genuine "taste" of today's
college environment, stay for lunch.
We would like to get to know you and
listen to your ideas — especially on
several Baker-alumni activities we
hope to initiate. Please drop by.

Brown College

Make room in your Homecoming

schedules to visit Brown College.

There will be a luncheon at noon
Saturday, Oct. 18 (meal tickets may

be purchased in advance from the col-
lege) and a dessert party at 1 p.m.

We're anxious to meet yall, so please
come! Brown alums: Please send us
any pictures from your years at
Brown for a collage we're making.
(Unfortunately, we won't be able to
return them.)
Send them to Brown College,
P.O. Box 2168, Houston, Tex.
77001.

Hanszen College

From 10 a. m. till noon on Saturday,
Oct. 18, Hanszen College will hold
open house in its renovated wing.
Hanszeh memorabilia and a three-

dimensional model of the Hanszen
Commons (now under construction)
will be on exhibit.

Jones College

All alumnae and their guests are in-
vited to visit Jones College Saturday.
Oct. 18 from 10 a.m. through lunch.
Meet Jones students and faculty as-
sociates and tour the colleges. The
Alumnae Luncheon is $1.50; please
RSVP at (713)-528-4141, ext. 851 or
P.O. Box 2268, Houston, Thx. 77001.
Incidentally, thank you for the en-
thusiastic response to our alumnae
questionnaire. The first issue of our
alumnae newsletter will be published
at the end of October.

Lovett College

Saturday, Oct. 18 there will be a re-
ception in Lovett House (adjoining
Lovett College) from 10 a.m. till noon.
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Klineberg will
be there to meet you. Punch, coffee
and cookies will be served. For those
who would like to tour Lovett and/or
the campus, student guides will be
available. A campus-wide intramu-
ral cross-country run is scheduled
for that afternoon (starting time to
be announced). All alumni, faculty,
students and friends are invited to
participate.

Wiess College

Alumni, faculty, students and friends
are invited to Wiess College for a
wine and cheese buffet Saturday, Oct.
18 from 10 a.m. till noon. Tours of
selected college rooms will be availa-
ble for the curious and a photographic
exhibit will be open until 5 p.m. in the
new private dining room. At noon, the
Wiess Tabletop Theater will present a
short play, "The Typical Rice Phone
Call" in the Wiess Commons.

Will Rice College

Will Rice College welcomes all alums
to Homecoming! Saturday, Oct. 18
from 10 a.m. to noon, students and
alums can partake of coffee, munchies
and a tour of the renovated old dorm.
At 5:30 p.m. there will be a cookout
(with beer) in the Will Rice quad.
Cost, 50' per person. We hope yall
come. We want to establish a rap-
port between the Will Rice of today
and that of yesteryear! Bring your

jsense of humor and plan to have
a good time!

What's going on here?
You remember what Rice was like in your days — but do you ever wonder what Rice people are up

to nowadays, in 1975? The place has changed, even in the past several years, but some things are

much the same.
This year, The Rice Thresher (in case you don't remember, we're the official student newspaper)

will be reporting news about Rice people and events from the same fond-but-irreverent point of

view that it has for nearly the past 60 years. We cover everything from fine arts to football games.

Why not bring yourself up to date on Rice? A year's subscription costs only $10 — and we publish

twice a week now. Fill in the form below, and return with check or money order to:

The Rice Thresher, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77001

Name  

Address  

City   State Zip 

Please make all checks payable to The Rice Thresher.
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The Raymond Cooks

Raymond A. and Florence Bryan
Cook died August 9 in an
automobile accident near
Brenham, Tex.
The Cooks were talented, suc-

cessful, yet unpretentious peo-
ple. They gave generously of
themselves to individuals, or-
ganizations, and objectives they
believed in. But theirs was a
quiet philanthropy.
Raymond, a Phi Beta Kappa

graduate in 1935, and Florence,
who graduated five years later,
were Lifetime Rice Associates.
They were Friends of the Fon-
dren Library. Raymond was a
past president of that group, and
was a two-term director of the
Rice Design Alliance.
They were active members of

the Association of Rice Alumni.
Raymond was a member of the
Association's executive board
and chairman of its publications
committee. Florence was one of
the Association's most willing
and dependable volunteers.
Were this the total of their

gifts to the University, Rice
would miss them very much. But
the Cooks' greatest gifts came to
their alma mater indirectly, a.4 a
result of their industrious, prin-
cipled style of living. For
throughout their adult lives —
lives of almost incredible
breadth, of community, national
and international achievements
— they were happy to be iden-
tified as "Rice people." Rice
never had two better emissaries.
Raymond, at 60, was a nation-

ally known attorney and a
senior partner in the Houston
law firm of Andrews, Kurth,
Cambell & Jones. He became a
member of the American Law
Institute in 1952, and was ad-
mitted to practice before the
U. S. Supreme Court in 1972.
He was a man with a sound

mind and eminent good sense.
His talents were no doubt as im-
pressive to colleagues on the
board of Trans World Airlines as
they were to those on the board
of this Alumni Association.
He was a Trustee for the
Huntington's Chorea Founda-
tion, the Scott and White
Memorial Hospital, and for the
Scott, Sherwood and Bindley
Foundation. He was vice presi-
dent of the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, an amateur
radio operator, a tennis play
and a colonel in the Army
Reserve.
Raymond and Florence were

both native Houstonians.

Florence traced her ances-
try to Moses Austin. She and
Raymond married in 1942, four
years after he took his LLB
from the University of Texas.
During the war, Raymond
served as an Army officer
and Florence as a Red Cross
volunteer.
Together they reared a family

of three sons and a daughter.
Florence found time to help es-
tablish Houston's Museum of
Natural History, to be active in
the Junior League of Houston
and in the Daughters of the
Republic of Texas.
Over the last decade, however,

Florence ar d Raymond had been
most concerned with one project,
the Amigos de las Americas
program, the development and
growth of which they were justly
proud. The Cooks are affection-
ately considered the "parents"
of Amigos.
They were involved in the in-

corporation of Amigos in 1965.
The idea then was to save a
one-year-old program, begun
and then discontinued by a local
church. The program, Amigos de
Honduras, had had during one
summer sent teenage volunteers
on an immunization mission to
the Latin American country.
The Cooks believed in the

idea. They assumed leadership
roles. For the first eight years of
the Amigos de las Americas
program Raymond served as
chairman of the Trustees.
Florence worked tirelessly
in fund raising and support
activities.
Today Amigos is a vital,

youth-led program serving five
Latin American countries in
areas where health assistance is
either not available or inade-
quate. Amigos now has 40 chap-
ters throughout the U.S. which
recruit, train and help raise
funds to send their volunteers
into the field. Last summer 790
young people from around the
nation participated.
During the past decade volun-

teers in the field have given
nearly five million immuniza-
tions, in addition to assisting in
dental programs, dispensing
eyeglasses, and holding nutri-
tion and hygiene classes in
many towns and villages.
The Alumni Association will

honor the Cooks at Homecom-
ing. A memorial tribute will be
made during the alumni assem-
bly, October 18, in Rice's
Hamman Hall.

Marjorie Wilson

Mrs. Marjorie E. Wilson, wife of
Rice's first chairman of its
physics department, died Au-
gust 25,1975 in Aiken, S.C. Mrs.
Wilson, who was interested in
community affairs throughout
her life, served on the board of
Faith Home, a Houston adoption
agency and placement service.
The daughter of an Irishman
who emmigrated to Canada from
Dublin, Mrs. Wilson is remem-
bered by the many Rice people
who knew her as friendly and
extroverted. She attended
McGill University in Montreal
where she received a master's
degree in physics. Harold A.
Wilson, whom she later married,
was one of her professors there.
Dr. Wilson died in Houston in
1964. The Wilsons had four chil-
dren, two of whom survive them.

Letter to the Editor

In the July-August SALLYPORT it
mentions "the building of the
William M. Rice Orphans' Insti-
tute in New Jersey." Do you
have any information as to the
status of this?

Don Botsch
Bernie, Mo.

The William M. Rice Orphans'
Institute was not built. Here is a
little about it, though, and about
how Mr. Rice came to decide on
another Institute instead.

Provisions for the building of
the Orphans' Institute were set
down in Mr. Rice's will of 1882.
The school was to be for "poor,
white, fatherless, male chil-
dren." Preference was to be
given to children of Somerset
County, N. J., site of Rice's es-
tate and the land on which the
school was to be built, and Har-
ris County, Texas. The children
were to be taken into the Insti-
tute between the ages of six and
ten and were not to remain past
their eighteenth birthday.
The idea for the Orphans' In-

stitute grew out of Rice's concern
with "the importance of caring
for, maintaining and educating
poor children without parents to
provide for, or means to educate
them." He envisioned his Insti-
tute "placing them, by the early
development of their minds, and
the development of their moral
principles, above the many
temptations to which, through
poverty and ignorance, they are
exposed."

That was the will of 1882. But
between the writing of that will
and 1887 Mr. Rice's business in
Houston increased, and he found
himself visiting Houston more
often, after having spent the ma-
jority of his time in New York
City and Green Brook, New
Jersey for many years.
On one of Mr. Rice's visits to

Houston late in the decade his
friend Maurice Lombardi, presi-
dent of the Houston School
Board, suggested to him that he
should become the benefactor of
Houston's first public high
school. Mr. Rice thanked Lom -
bardi and returned to New York
promising to consider the idea.
The tenacious Lombardi kept

after him, and visited Mr. Rice
in his New York apartment sev-
eral months later. Here he found
Mr. Rice to be more receptive
and Mrs. Rice somewhat excited
by the idea. The School Board
President was optimistic when
he returned to Houston. But he
heard nothing from Mr. Rice for
twelve months or more.
Then one evening Lombardi

was visited by Capt. James A.
Baker, Mr. Rice's attorney. A
business meeting was held.
Baker told Lombardi that his
suggestion had made a great
impression on Mr. Rice. How-
ever, the multimillionaire had
decided not to build a public
high school, said Baker, "be-
cause the City was under obliga-
tion to do that, and should be
made to do it."
Mr. Rice had decided instead

to endow an institution of higher
learning "separate and distinct
from the public school system."
It was to be built in Houston and
known as the William M. Rice
Institute of Literature, Science
and Art.
In February 1891 Mr. Rice

sold his estate in Somerset
County, N.J., and in May the
William M. Rice Institute
was incorporated in Austin.
The heart of Mr. Rice's
intent, expressed in the inden-
ture agreement, echoes the
thoughts that led to the idea of
founding the now superseded
Orphans' Institute.

The Association welcomes all
comments on SALLYPORT articles
or issues of the day in the form
of letters to the editor. Corre-
spondence will be printed as
space permits.

John W. Shacklett BA '22
of Houston.
LYttleton W. Moore '25
of Conroe, Tex.
Mary Margaret Forbes King '26
of Princeton, N.J.
Raymond A. Cook BA '35 and Florence
Bryan Cook BA '40 of Houston.
Clifford W. Klindworth '38
of Dallas, Tex.
Fred Elizabeth Beckenbach Spross '39
of Houston.
Virginia Wills Higgins '54
of Houston.
Preston Johnson BComm '65
of Thrall, Tex
Tuncay M. Sunman MA '72, PhD '74
of Houston.
Marjorie E. (Mrs. Harold A.) Wilson
of Aiken, S.C.

Correction
In its last issue SALLYPORT mistakenly
reported the death of Elizabeth N.
Smith BA '35 of Houston. Mrs. Smith is
alive and well. The editor thanks her
for contacting him and apologizes for
any inconvenience that might have
been caused.

SALLYPORT PERSONALS. Better than a
message in a bottle. Think of this Class Notes form as a letter
to people you knew at Rice. Speak to them about your life
since graduation ... and anything else you want to tell them
is welcome, too. We would like Class Notes to reflect the style,
the interests, the causes and the ideas of those whose paths
crossed the Rice campus. Tell us what's important to you.

Name Class Address( new)



Football

Oct. 11

Mississippi State, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Oct. 18

SMU, at Rice, 730 p.m.

Oct. 25

Texas University, in Austin, 730 p.m.

Nov. 1
Texas Tech, in Lubbock, 200 p.m.

Nov. 8

Arkansas, at Rice, 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 15

Texas A&M, at Rice, 200 p.m.

Nov. 22
TCU, in Ft. Worth, 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 29

Baylor, at Rice, 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 25 in Austin

Before & After-Game Party

Villa Capri Motel, 2300 Interregional Hwy. (across

from the Lyndon B. Johnson Library, within walking

distance of the stadium.) 5:30 p.m. Cash bar.

oves
The Rice Media Center 1975 Fall Film

Series

Films shown at 7:30 and 10:00 p.m., Rice Media

Center.

Admission: $1 at the door; advance tickets available

through Foley's Ticket Service.

Oct. 17 Images

Oct. 18 The Hunt

Oct. 19 La Chinoise

Oct. 24 His Girl Friday

Oct. 25 The Fiances

Oct. 26 Therese Desqueyroux

Oct. 31 Them!

Nov. 1 The Visitors

Nov. 2 Muriel

Nov. 7 The Talk of the Town

Nov. 8 Eclipse

Nov. 9 The Earrings of Madame De...

Nov. 14 McCabe and Mrs. Miller

Nov. 15 Red Desert

Nov. 16 Woman of the Ganges

Dec. 5 It Happened One Night

Dec. 6 Experimental retrospective

Dec. 7 Hiroshima, Mon Amour

HOMECOMING

10
 Don't Miss This!

DANCE OF THE DECADES: The 1975 All-Classes

Homecoming Dance Friday, Oct. 17,

9:00-Midnight, Rice Memorial Center $1 /person at

the door.

Rice Women's Club
Sept. 14

Election '75 (League of Women Voters)

Oct. 12

Book review (Dr. Hyman Schachtel)

Nov. 9
''Are You Killing Yourself with Your Knife and Fork?''

(Ruth Long)

Dec. 7

Annual Christmas party and musical program

Jan. 11
Bicentennial program (Dr. Ira Gruber)

Feb. 8

-Lady Beware" (Houston Police Department)

March 14

Plant party: everything you've ever wanted to know

about plants (Ann Marie Palm)

April 11

African art (Alvia Short, Museum of Fine Arts)

May 1

Luncheon (with June Benefield)

ART
Oct. 23-Jan. 25

Form and Freedom: Indian Art of the

Northwest Coast

Rice Museum. Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a. m. ,0

5 p.m. Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays.

Through Nov. 21

Computer Graphics and Conceptual Art

Works by Aaron Marcus.Sewall Gallery (ground

floor, Sewall Hall.) Hours: weekdays, noon

to 5 p.m.

Rice University Sallyport
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theater
Oct. 23-25, Oct. 30-Nov. 1

"Bad Habits," by Terrence McNally.

Main Street Theater, Autry House, 6265 Main

St., 8 p.m.
Admission: $2.00 at the door. Call 524-3168 for

reservations.

Oct. 29-Nov. 1

"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown," a musical

based on Charles Schultz's comic strip.

Wiess Tabletop Theater,Wiess College

Commons, 8 p.m.

Admission: $1.25 at the door. A limited number

of reservations will be accepted. Call 528-4141,

ext. 367.

Alumni Tour

This winter chartered World Airways DC-8 jets will

fly Rice alumni to (and around) the South Pacific.

Travelers will spend four days in Christchurch, New

Zealand and then will be flown to Sydney, Australia

for four more days. Finally, they will jet to Papeete,

Tahiti for the last four days of the trip. Sightseeing

tours will be available, but those who wish to

explore on their own may do so. The trip is being

arranged by Intrav (International Travel Advisors,

Inc.) Dates and costs will be announced in a later

SALLYPORT.

Contact the Alumni Association (713-528-4141,

ext. 215 or P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Tex. 77001)

for further information.

-

Nov. 6, 7, 8

"Four Quartets," by T. S. Eliot.

Main Street Theater, Autry House, 6265 Main

St., 8 p.m.

Admission, $1.00 at the door. 0311524-3168 for

reservations.

Nov. 17-22

"The Effects of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon

Marigolds," by Paul Zindel.

The Rice Players, Hammon Hall, 8 p.m.
Admission: Students, $1.50; others, $3.00. Call

528-4554 for reservations.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Through Nov. 13

The Melting Plot: Shaping National Traditions

Two lecture series presented by the Alumni Associa-

tion. Both series presented on Thursday evenings,

through Nov. 13. $3 per person per lecture. Biol-

ogy Lecture Hall on campus, with one series pre-

sented at the Memorial Drive Lutheran Church in

Houston.

The Office of Continuing Studies is sponsoring

a variety of courses this semester.

For information, call 528-4141, ext. 1196.
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