
Hackerman raps with students;
reveals plan to eliminate
tuition eventually

"We're really not a private institution now," Presi-

dent Norman Hackerman told the student body late in

January. "We're more private than the University of

Houston, but not private." In context, he was speaking

of the "rules and regulations which come about by vir-

tue of acceptance of public money." However, as Rice

has entered the world of active fund raising from busi-

ness, foundations, government, friends and alumni, it

has had to recognize a more subtle form of account-

ability: public information.

Slowly, information about the innerworkings of the

University is being made available to those who want

to know. The mechanism for guarding what has long

been considered to be the University's business" is

loosening. Fewer questions go unanswered, fewer

doors are closed.

The most visible example of this increased

openness is the University's president who now makes

a continuous round of speeches and answers count-

less questions each month, for the faculty in the

newly-formed Faculty Forum, for alumni in Area Clubs

throughout the country, and for the students, who got

their first school-wide rap session with him this spring

semester_

Most of his two-hour speech/question time with the

students was spent in informing and attempting to

clear up misconceptions about Rice's fiscal future. He

does this with almost every group he addresses.

He spoke about balancing the budget, increasing

the endowment and, eventually, doing away with

tuition.

How we got where we are

The president gave the students a recent history of

Rice University budgets—the operating budgets that

support academic programs. "All other departments

[colleges, athletics, Cohen House, Campus Store, etc.]

are supposed to operate on a break-even basis," he

said, "no gain, no loss."

"When I came here in August 1970, the budget for

that year had already been in operation for two

months (our fiscal year starts on July 1st). So, I simply

inherited whatever had been put together. It was for

about $12.5 million and it had in it a very large number

of soft spots, gaps."

About one-sixth of the budget was based on exter-

nal funds for which there was no continuing commit-

ment. He said his first concern was what would hap-

pen in the event that those people decided, a) they

would reduce their support, or b) they would not

provide it at all. "Some $2 million could have ceased

during the course of the year and we would have been

left sort of staring at each other."

The first budget that he made was in 1971—what he

terms a "vanilla budget." It went up a half million

dollars, about the cost of a six percent average in-

crease in salaries for the staff and four percent for the

faculty. "I had seen that the staff salaries were low and

that faculty salaries weren't excessively high."

The next budget was the current one and it jumped

to $14.5 million, partly to cover another six percent

staff and four percent faculty salary raise, but "basi-

cally it went up because this is the year in which I felt

we had to pick up our commitments" —to turn the

"soft" grant monies into "hard" University funds. In

doing this the president reduced the $2 million soft

spot to $87,000, "a tolerable level," but at the same

time put the University in the hole with a budgeted

deficit.

Moving from the red to the black

His main concern since then has been to balance the

budget. "Last April, the Board, on some urging from

me, decided to look at their income sources to see ex-

actly what constraints and limitations were on them,

what they were actually worth, what could and

couldn't be used, and how to use it. In other words, to

separate constraints from policy and then make new

policy where they had the right to do so."

He said he hopes to write a budget for next year

which is about the same as this year's but in which

there will be no deficit or very little deficit. He can do

this if the Board of Trustees allows a reallocation of

funds to the current operating budget.

In this projected budget, however, there is not suf-

ficient money for faculty and staff raises—that would

take about another million dollars. There is just

enough for a few spot raises. Also, a few faculty posi-

tions which have been open for some time will remain

open. "So we've trimmed our expenses, and some of

them will hurt, and some of them won't make any dif-

ference," he said.

How about the next year? "I think that the natural

growth of income will take care of the next year and

will permit us to make some modest increases. We

won't be able to add any programs or match funds for

buildings or equipment or the library or any other

things for which matching funds are sometimes

required. But I am feeling much better with regard to

the stability of the institution. It is austere, but not so

austere that it has to curtail any of our programs,

unless we find, in the course of the current self-

evaluation, that some of them are unnecessary or

undesireable."

Returning to the good old days—someday

The president announced a major goal that he has

for the University: to hold tuition costs, to reduce them

and, as a long-term project, to get them back to zero.

"You're not going to benefit from it," he told the

students, "except if you have children coming here."

The requirement for eliminating tuition charges at

Rice, he calculates, would be $1 million in endowment

dedicated to tuition. He had received, on the morning

of his speech to the students, a check for $50,000-- a

bequest to endow an undergraduate scholarship.

"We are doing our very best to develop insurance

policies and wills which will produce, over a period of

years, the kind of money we will need to support stu-

dents. However, I don't think I will be around to see it."

Current financial aid

He told the group that there would not be any great

increases in scholarship aid in the immediate future,

but that he is working to make better use of the en-

dowed scholarships that are available. "I uncover al-

most every day another pot here, a little endowment

there, which permits us to add to the scholarship fund,

but not in any major amount."

The current grant fund is about $1,278,000, and has

remained fairly constant since Dr. Hackerman came to

Rice—it had been dropping. It was programmed to

drop to $1 million in 1970 because it was assumed,

back in 1965, that the state would begin to support

students here. "When the state did not support, we

decided to keep the $278,000. We haven't been able to

add to it, but we have kept it from diminishing."

He pointed to the new Rice University Loan Fund,

the work/study/loan program and the reorganization

of the Financial Aid Office which "is a considerably

more effective office than it was three years ago—the

money we have goes a lot further. Believe me this is

true.

"By the way, tuition is not going up but I don't want

to mislead you. We'll have to raise food and housing

some; it has not gone up in three years."

Next year the room and board rates in men's and

women's colleges will be the same: $1308. To reach

this there has been a five point two percent increase

for men and a reduction in services for the women.

The women's colleges will no longer have switch-

board or maid service and the long-standing system of

residential supervisors will be replaced by resident

faculty associates, as are in the men's colleges. There

will no longer be a night watchman at each switch-

board but the foot patrol outside the women's col-

leges will increase.

A student asked why Rice did not adopt a loan pro-

gram similar to the Yale Plan which allows the student

to pay off his loan with one percent of his income over

a period of years, taxing each person according to his

future earning power.

"In a sense we do, I believe, better by our loan sys-

tem," said Hackerman, "which provides a three per-

Continued on page 3
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Cover: Most alumni will be receiving notices in the
coming months embellished with cover art repre-
senting the diverse people who make up Area
Clubs. As we search for a new name for the alumni
organizations which function in cities around the
world, we hope to emphasize the independence
and differing characters of the groups and, as
recent graduates join the ranks of Club organizers,
we look forward to fresh, innovative ideas and
programs. (See Area Club Note Book, beginning
on top of page 6.)
-Artwork by Ross Carnes, Jr.
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Reverberations

An alternative form of protest

The last issue of the Sallyport carried two items
worth noting together: a letter from an alumnus who
intends to stop contributing to Rice because of his
concern over the interest-free loan for the
construction of the fl room (which according to a
statement by Dr. Hackerman will be reworked to
include interest), and a statement that tuition costs
went up 45% between 1969 and 1972 while tuition
grant funds increased only .3%.

I sympathize with alumni who feel the only way
to effectively express their concern over the Uni-
versity's priorities is to withhold contributions, but
I suggest that in this instance a better way is to give
the money with the restriction that it be used for
tuition grants only and with a letter explaining why
such a restriction is imposed.
Such action expresses a difference of opinion

with the Governors on the R room issue, and at the
same time expresses positively support for the idea
that Rice should strive to provide the best possible
education at the lowest possible cost to its students.

Leslie K. Arnold

Baker '61

Stonington, Conn.

To correct an error in the passage from last
issue which you cite: tuition rose from $1500 in the
spring of 1969 to $2100 in the fall of 1972, which is
a 40%. instead of 45°/o, increase.

Miner discusses new Owl Club deal

I noticed in the December January issue of the
Sallyport that a Mr. Douglas Lee - Class of '70 -

had sent in a letter commenting that he had heard
that Rice University made an interest-free loan to the

"R" Association to finance the construction of the
"R" Room.

As President of the Owl Club, I would like to set

the record straight on this matter. The Owl Club has

a signed agreement with the University to pay off

the entire cost of building the "R" Room - including

the payment of any interest owed to Rice University

as a result of their advancing to the Owl Club the

construction funds necessary to build this structure.
In the same agreement, the University has agreed

to pay the Owl Club interest due on the money the

Owl Club has collected and which is on deposit
with Rice University at an interest rate commensurate
with what the Owl Club is paying for the construction
financing, until such time as the Owl Club money is
dispursed. The Owl Club has collected some
$180,000 to date - and has paid over $100,000 back
to the University on the construction of the "R"
Room.

Mr. Leo Shamblin, the Rice University Treasurer.
is keeping tally on this interest paid and earned, and
I assure all interested alumni that this very fine new
facility for Rice University will not cost Rice
University one red cent!

I have said "this new facility for Rice University"

- because this "R" Room is not just for the use of

the Owl Club, the "R" Association, or the Athletic

Department. All Rice groups may - and have been
using this clubroom. There have been over fifty

functions scheduled in the "R" Room since it was
completed. Alumni Associations have used it,
Architectural and Engineering Societies have used

it, the Rice Development Office has used it - a wide

variety of other groups have used it. I repeat, it is This is the kind of reporting that is calculated to
available to any Rice group when properly keep the alumni informed and interested in Rice
scheduled. University.

I hope I have helped clear up this matter, and if
any one needs any further clarification on the use of Bill Ballew
the "R" Room, the Owl Club - or any related Baker '40
subject - I would be most happy for them to give Houston, Texas
me a call or drop me a line.

George R. Miner
Owl Club President
Richardson '50
Houston, Texas

The Owl Club's agreement with the University
to pay interest on the loan was signed on January
22,1973. It was executed after objections to the
interest-free loan were raised by faculty, students
and alumni.

The new agreement also allows the Owl Club to
Split their yearly payments in half and extend them
until 1977 (if they choose) instead of 1974. See
related article, at right.

Plumbley challenges Lee criticism

Regarding a letter from Mr. Douglas Lee '70,
Staff Economist, Joint Economic Committee of
Congress, Washington, D.C. in the December 1972
January 1973 issue of Sallyport . . . Mr. Lee states
in his last paragraph that "Until the Board of
Trustees and the administration demonstrate that
they are able to exercise responsible and honest
management of the University funds, I will not
support any efforts to increase those funds."

Mr. Lee says the Board of Trustees and the
administration are dishonest.

I say to Mr. Lee . . Prove it or retract the state-
ment.

John Plumbley '48
South Hall
Rice Institute/University
Official United States
Tax Payer

Support for students on Board of Governors

The report of the student meeting with the
Alumni Executive Board in December. published
in your December 1972 January 1973 issue, is most
informative, revealing and refreshing. The student
comments were clear and enlightened and the
response of the Board members understanding and
wise.

I join with Dick Viebig and Harry Reasoner in
recommending that students be given representa-
tion on the Board of Governors, not only for the
reasons given by the students but also for the very
basic reason that the Board of Governors will
probably be able to reach better decisions if they
are more fully informed as to the consequences of
their decisions upon the people affected by those
decisions, namely, faculty, students and alumni.

Congratulations on a good article. It succinctly
reveals current problem areas; for example, that
grant funds set by the Board of Governors in-
creased .3% between 1969 and 1972 while tuition
costs rose 45%, that the percentage of students
receiving tuition grants declined from 62% in 1971
to 50% in 1972, that 75% of the "blue chip" students
did not elect to come to Rice (and that 40% of those
made this decision because of lack of adequate
financial aid), that 23% of the funds ($400,000 for
athletic scholarships) allocated for student financial
aid went to 8% of the student body. etc.

The Association welcomes comments on Sallyport

articles, alumni activities or issues of the day in the

form of letters to the editor. Contributions will be
printed under "Reverberations" as space permits.

Short courses
available
to alumni

The Office of Continuing Studies is offering four
short courses this spring, three dealing with com-
puters and one in materials science.
The series will begin on April 23rd, with "De-

velopments in Materials Science," to be taught
from 7 to 9:20 p.m., April 23rd to 27th. This course
will stress four different topics, one each evening
followed by a review session on the final evening
of the class. Tuition is $175.
"Computing Methods in the Optimal Control

Problems," is scheduled for May 2nd to 4th, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is designed to acquaint engineers,
scientists, applied mathematicians and economists
with how a computer can be used to solve optimal
control problems, and will cost the participant $200.
The second course in the computer series, "The

Management View of Data Processing," is for
people who are not knowledgeable about com-
puters, but are responsible for their use or must
interact with computer personnel. The emphasis
will move from basics to the question, "How do
you manage computer use?" The course will run
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., May 4th and 5th, and
tuition is $150.
"Digital Signal Processing & Simulation," will be

the final course of this spring's program of con-
tinuing studies. The focus of the course will be on
providing an overview of the theory and practice in
this field, and is aimed at engineers, geophysicists,
medical researchers and data processors. Tuition
for the course, which will meet from 9 a.m. 10 4:30
p.m., May 23rd to 25th is $200.
Tuition for the courses covers attendance and all

materials distributed. Enrollment deadlines are ap-
proximately two weeks prior to the first class day
of each course. Interested alumni may contact the
Office of Continuing Studies at 528-4141, X-1196,
for complete course information.

Owl Club
renegotiates
R Room loan

The Owl Club has signed a new agreement with
Rice to pay interest on the money they borrowed
from the University for construction of the R Room
which overlooks the field in Rice Stadium.
The new agreement was reached in January after

protests over the interest-free loans were made by
members of the Rice community who felt, generally,
that "the University cannot afford to encourage
such extravagant ventures as the R Room at a time
when financial difficulties are causing cutbacks
in faculty and fellowships, and undergraduate
financial aid covers a smaller percentage of tuition

fees each year." (See "Reverberations" in October
November Sallyport.)
The actual cost of the building was $325,000.

The $100,000 that the Owl Club raised before July
1, 1972, was paid directly to the contractor when
his bill came due.
Therefore, the amount that actually was borrowed

from the University is $225,000. The original agree-
ment stipulated that payments would be made in
two $100,000 installments, due at the beginning of
the fiscal years 1973 and 1974, and one $25,000
installment, with the debt expiring on July 1,1975.
The new agreement lowers the yearly install-

ments to $50,000 and, with the first $50,000 due
this July, the Club has unti11977 to retire the debt
(although it may do so sooner).

-

AsAs George Miner, Owl Club president, explains
in his letter on this page, the University and the Owl
Club have mutually agreed that the University will
pay interest (5%) on the Owl Club funds on deposit
with the University and the Owl Club in turn agrees
to pay interest (5%) on the balance remaining due
to the University on the sums advanced for the
construction.

This works to the University's advantage
because, even though the interest rates are the
same, the amount owed to the University will be
greater than the amount on deposit in the Owl
Club account, fora longer period of time.
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Alumni giving increases

Alumni giving has increased in total dollars from

this time last year, according to the latest Develop-

ment Office figures, but the number of alumni

donors has decreased slightly.

Total gifts from alumni as of April 1st were $808,351,

compared to $561.398 last year. This figure includes

$304,070 to the Annual Fund (exceeding the $300,000

alumni goal), $71,024 to the Hartsook Chair, $193,674

in restricted gifts, $52.820 from alumni Associates,

and $186,763 representing payments on pledges to

the $3'. million campaign.

This year, special emphasis is being placed on

increasing alumni participation in the Annual Fund

Drive (unrestricted gifts for current operating

expenses), regardless of the size of the gift.

The alumni participation goal for the Fund Drive

is 30 percent of the 19,000 known Rice alumni,

against the participation figure from last year of

23.6 percent. Participation to date is 20.4 percent

compared to 21.7 percent this time last year.

Continued from page 1

cent loan that you don't start paying back until you're

out of here, and which you can pay back over a period

of ten years. That's probably better for the individual

and worse for the University. The Yale plan is going to

make a lot more money for Yale than our loan system

will make for us. We're not going to make anything."

Another student asked about the so-called "blue

chip" students who declined Rice's offer of admit-

tance. "We really got half of those we were very inter-

ested in," said Hackerman. "Of course half did go

elsewhere."

The Admissions office report on candidates who

were unanimously chosen as "exceptional," shows

that 32 of 34 so designated in the early decision plan

chose to come to Rice. Quite a few, however, were lost

in the regular decision plan —only 29(23.58%) of these

123 "blue chips" accepted.

They chose other schools as follows: MIT 11, Har-

vard-Radcliffe 10, Stanford 10, Princeton 6, Duke 6,

and Yale 4. Two students went to each of the follow-

ing: Annapolis. Bryn Mawr, Cal Tech, LSU, Texas,

Vanderbilt, and Wellesley. One person chose each of

the following: Austin College, Baylor, Boston Univer-

sity, Carleton, Carnegie-Mellon, Case-Western,

Harvey-Mudd, Lamar University, New York at Albany,

Northwestern, Oklahoma, Oklahoma Christian Col-

lege, Oklahoma State, Principia, Rensselaer, Schiller,

SMU, Southwest at Memphis, University of California

at San Diego and University of Virginia.

don't like to lose, but I don't mind losing to good

competition:' said Hackerman. "...We obviously could

have gotten more of those had we had more financial

support. I will agree wholeheartedly on that."

Endowment and the fate of private institutions

"It may well be that by the time you control the

wealth, to a greater extent than you currently do,

there will be no such thing as a Rice University or its

equivalent," he told the students. "The likelihood is

that there will be —that there will be, among the five or

six hundred current private universities, a hundred or

two hundred sufficiently strong and capable of taking

care of themselves. And I think that Rice will be one of

them.
"But I am told by economists who presumably

know, that the return on endowments must necessar-

ily diminish with time —probably eight to eight and a

half percent by the 1980's. Currently our total endow-

ment gathers together, by appreciation and dividend,

something over 10 percent, between 10 and 11 per-

cent last year. The cash part of it was a little under four

percent and the rest was in appreciation.

A student cited a Ford Foundation report that said

colleges were not getting the most out of their endow-

ments and asked if this was true at Rice.

"I'm really not competent to say whether it is right or

wrong," said Hackerman. "I do know that when you

compare the yields of our endowment with the yield of

mutual funds, it turns out to be not much different.

Whether mutual funds are a good standard or not I

don't know."

He said that Rice is constrained by the 1948 Texas

Trust Fund Act, which will not permit the use of appre-

ciation as part of income. "So if the University needs

cash in hand it has to sell good securities and convert

them to cash-return endowments. Or, if it wants to op-

timize the appreciation it finds itself short of cash. So

you have to mix the cash return with the security ap-

preciation and there I get beyond my depth," he said.

"We have to ask whether that 10.5 percent which

will keep us alive through the 1980's and 1990's is a

sufficient return. It looks like it is. Johns Hopkins, my

own school, reports that they are running about 10

percent on theirs. Interest. Total. But they can borrow

money, incidentally, and we are prohibited from bor-

rowing under the charter."

Pluralism and public support

On the "positive side of the longer view," the pres-

ident said he sees clearcut evidence of increasing

public support for a pluralistic system of higher edu-

cation —an awakening consciousness to the impor-

tance of both the public and private sectors.

He discussed a bill passed by the Texas legislature

for the support of Texas residents wishing to go to

private colleges and universities. He said the same

kinds of bills are under consideration in about eigh-

teen or twenty other states.
The one here provides, in 1972-73, $3 million for

Texas residents at the 42 private, four-year institutions

in the state. The money does not go to the school but

is reserved for the students—a maximum of $600 per

student, per year, based on need.

Last year $25,000 was reserved for Rice freshmen,

this year there is $75,000 for freshmen and sopho-

mores, and by 1974-75 he estimates $200,000 will go

to Rice students at all levels.

"The problem is that the legislature has not allo-

cated enough money so that every Texas resident who

qualifies for the grant can have it," he said. "Rice has

never gotten enough money to give $600 to anybody

yet because we couldn't spread it far enough. If we

were to get $600 for all eligible Rice students it would

take between $300,000 and $400,000.

"Now there's a certain amount of concern in the

public sector because, while $1 million or $3 million

doesn't sound particularly bad, the current biennium

request from the legislature is for $16.4 million, and

that's beginning to be a noticeable number. In fact, if

we did it precisely right it would probably cost $30

million a year.

"So I, unfortunately, am back in the political fights.

It's not nearly the way it was before, but I will be mak-

ing more visits to Austin than I had anticipated when I

first came to Houston."

Dr. Hackerman spoke of the fluctuating interest of

the federal government in supporting higher educa-

tion. "About a year ago the Congress passed the

Higher Education Act of 1972 and in it were DOG

grants (the basic opportunity grants), the EOG grants,

loan funds, institutional aid and a whole host of other

things which were to cost, I believe, on the order of $1

billion or $2 billion a year.

"It was passed with a lot of furor but nobody ever

appropriated the money for it. President Nixon is try-

ing to hold to a certain ceiling on the budget and a lot

of things are falling by the wayside, including direct

support to educational institutions."

He said that Rice now has about $6 million a year in

federal grants, down from a high of $9 million. "But I

don't have any doubt at all that direct support to

private institutions, and to public ones, from the fed-

eral government, will be a matter of actuality in two or

three or five years."

Contributions and increasing the endowment

He said that increased public support would neces-

sarily make Rice more public and less private. "Our

chance to reduce our dependence on public funds is

through increased contributions from a number of

people who support private institutions of higher

learning."

He said he knows the interest is there and that he is

encouraging the Board of Trustees to start another

endowment-increase drive as soon as the budget is

balanced. "That's not its title or anything, it's just a

Continued on page 7
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Living
in my
own space

by Hugh Brown, Will Rice '69

After several months with a Rice degree and of
being unable to come to concrete terms with the con-
cept of gainful employment, I became aware that it
was time to leave.

I had previously acquired a piece of land near a

swampy area called El Mal Paso, near Trujillo. on the

Caribbean Sea in Honduras, the obvious place to go.

So in early April, 1970, after the rainy season on the

Honduran North coast was over, I left. I was accom-

panied by two hundred pounds of baggage (too
much) and Jim Talbot, who was convinced he would

learn more architecture in Honduras than he would in

the rest of the semester at Rice (and he got the
Architecture Department to give him credit for it).
Soon after our arrival at the land, the house began

to occur — a place to live by the beach. The design of

the house evolved slowly, not so much from a master

plan, certainly never from anything drawn on paper,
but rather from a process in which each design
decision directed the next through constant argument

between Talbot and myself, which always produced
better designs than what either of us had had in mind.
What happened was a five-level tree house: from

an entry porch at four feet, to an observation platform

at eighteen, all built among five trees. The floors and
framing were all of locally-cut mahogany, which is
more resistant than pine to rot and termites. Since
trees grow in irregular patterns and their movement
with the wind had to be considered, we decided
against having a rigid roof and instead made a tension
grid of barbed wire which we thatched with palm
leaves. This made for a free-form roof that we could

adapt to cover each room in a way that helped define

its space, and yet was still a single, fairly functional,
continuous cover.
There were just minimal walls in only one of the

rooms, all the rest with just roof, tree and floor, which

reduced the difference between inside and outside
and helped keep the house cool.
The largest room, about 250 square feet, was eight

feet up, with a storage cabinet in the floor. There were

two bedrooms, one over the beach at fourteen feet,

where I slept, and another, at seventeen feet over the
landward side of the main room. The space under the

main room I used as a kitchen.
In late August, with most of the design work and

about half the construction done, Talbot left to return
to Rice for the fall semester, armed with dozens of
photographs and drawings. I worked on, slowly, on
the house, mostly on thatching the roof in anticipation
of the November-February rainy season. The last
construction of any consequence was done in
February or March of the next year.

Furniture, as such, was kept to a minimum — a
kitchen table made of wood found on the beach, and

a chair Talbot found over on the North beach. The
chair was a large bamboo stump with three downward

roots for legs and two stems rising in a shallow U
shape for a seat. I had no bed, but just slept on the
bedroom floor, where I slept being defined by the
presence of a voluminous gnatnet. For a pillow I used

lumber scraps. Places to sit in the house were limbs,

steps, or a stack of boards.
After a four-month introduction with Talbot began

what I had come to Honduras to find: Solitary Life
Sufficiently Removed from Anywhere, Especially the

United States. I was, of course, not absolutely iso-
lated from humanity; there were four thousand
Hondurans living in Trujillo six miles south across the

bay and another thousand in Puerto Castilla, three
miles west, but my nearest neighbor lived two miles
away.

I was alone as much as I wanted to be, and there
was absolutely no one I had to answer to about any-
thing at all. Naturally, I was the object of no small
amount of curiosity to the surrounding population.
My house was near a road, and often carloads (some-

times busloads) of people would get out and come
trooping in to gawk at the crazy gringo heepee and
his Tarzan-house.
Rumors of just what I was up to were widespread.

Frequently someone in town, often a drunk, would
ask me if my occupation were one of the following: a

spy for the Honduran government, the El Salvador
government, the 0.A.S., the C.I.A., or the F.B.I.; an
agent for the U.S. Navy who was doing advance work
prior to setting up a Navy base in the bay; that I was
trying to determine the ages of the trees in the forest,
or looking for oil, gold, pirate treasure, Indian relics,
or uranium. Once I was told that my monthly salary
was seven hundred and fifty dollars, plus expenses.
And this is only what people told me.

I am not sure anyone there could really believe or
understand why I was there, which was because I
liked it, and that what I did was to live, think, and
watch the birds. Such an answer to the question

makes absolutely no sense in the context of Hon-
duran society and culture. Sometimes when gawkers

came to my house I would hide and listen to them:

"Meester Hugh! Meester Hugh!" (pause)

"He's not here."
"Very pretty construction of the house."

"Why does he live here, anyway?"

"He doesn't want to go to Vietnam."
"Why not?"
"Oh, it's some religion they've got."

"Hey, look, he's got food here. And people say he
doesn't eat food, that he has some sort of pills he
takes. I told you he ate food."
"There's Trujillo across the bay."
"Ow, there are mosquitoes here, let's go."
The role I adopted in the society was one of an

outsider, arid an unpredictable social element. People

didn't know what to expect from me so they couldn't

lay any expectations on me. This arrangement had

various advantages, one of which was that, within

fairly wide limits, I could do whatever I wanted to do.

I could socalize with any family in town, from the

Tegucigalpa millionaires who spent vacations on

Trujillo beaches, to the most marginal woodcutters

and fishermen. If I felt like jumping rope with the

children on the street, I did it. Often there were

parades, and if I was in town I would start a truckin'

section alongside. A Honduran man cannot, and

would not if he could.
Honduran culture is conservative, and there are

many restrictions on action and lifestyle; I organized

my life so as to be free of most of them. My stay in

Honduras helped open up a lot of minds and widened

the narrow concept of how people can live. The only

real rules I had were to be legal and good to people

and thus have a minimum of enemies.

There were, of course, unanticipated results of

living thus. I became, contrary to my wishes and

actions, the local bogyman. Since I was much bigger

and much hairier than anyone in town, and lived alone

in a tree off near the swamps, far from anyone else,

the parents usedme to discipline and generally

terrify little children. I would be pointed to while the

child in question was told, "You see him? Well, if he

finds children who eat dirt (or beat up their little

sisters, or throw beans on the floor, or whatever), he

takes them away and EATS THEM UP."
There was no real way to shed this role without

changing my whole trip, so I just did nothing to en-

courage it and tried not to corner children who were

afraid. However, there were a lot that were not, and

made the most of it, which was fun. There were a few

hassles, but basically, the people and I, we had a

good time, it was all right.
During the construction of my house, I had been

watching and noting what birds I saw. As the house

got closer to completion I got more and more into

birding and it became my dominant physical occu-

pation and a good point around which to organize

my life.
The Trujillo area includes a wide variety of natural

habitats, all of which are well supplied with birds, both

resident tropical species and migrant and wintering

species from the North.
In about two years of observation I noted 345

species there, or just over half the Honduran total.
Every two or three days or so I would spend most of

a day out birding. Sometimes I walked west on the
nearly deserted North beach past mile after mile of
sand dunes, coconut palms, and sea grape trees to
the point, where there were always several hundred

gulls, terns, pelicans, and shorebirds.

Another trip was to Marariones, a small settlement
near some good marshes and mangrove swamps. If I

could, I would borrow a dugout canoe and paddle up

and down the blackish, brackish bayous winding

through the swamps, where lived various tropic.al

herons, the brightly colored wood-rails and

sungrebes, and four kinds of kingfishers.
Mangrove usually grows in pure strands, and the

stilt-rooted trees look deceptively alike. A short walk

into the swamp can put one in a place where all

directions look the same. Coupled with the visual

confusion of the ground plane by the stilt roots, the

effect of strong isolation is quickly reached. In better

drained areas, mangrove does not make stilt roots,

and one can walk around easily. The ground is fairly

open, being covered only by grasslike concentrations

of brown vertical twigs growing out of the ground up

to a foot or so high. These seem to be a part of the
mangrove's root system, perhaps analogous to

cypress knees.
Often I went up on the mountain behind Trujillo,

hiking up along the river valleys into the jungle. The

river water is very drinkable and clear, and on their

way down through the granite of four thousand foot
high Cerro Calentura each of the four north-slope
rivers has made a long series of very inviting bathing

pools, overhung with the lush greenery. Most of the

mountain is very steep, with a slope of about forty
degrees, yet the forest is unbroken. High on the
mountain much of the soil consists entirely of rocks

and decayed plant matter, without sand, gravel, or clay.

In my birding territory there were about a dozen
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really good large areas to spend the day, all quite

different, so it never got boring or repetitious. I could

do the basic cycle about once a month, and it had

many variations.
Walking around in the countryside is one of the

better ways to be, and birding is a good way to hold

it together on a long-term basis, and very meaningful

and enjoyable in its own right. I got fairly intense

about birding as I got more and more into it. There

has not been a great deal of scientific investigation of

the Honduran avifauna, so it was possible to gather

much valuable data just by keeping my eyes open,

knowing what to look for, and writing down what I saw.

There are a lot of common species, but many

tropical birds are both elusive and rare, and often there

is just one chance on them. In order not to miss out, I

had to know exactly what to look for about a bird that

was perhaps only partly visible in deep brush or in a

treetop for just a few seconds at most, a species I had

never seen before but had only read about or at best

seen pictured. It was necessary to spend hours read-

ing birdbooks beforehand and trying to know what all

the birds to be expected looked like, in detail.

There are a number of very colorful birds in the

tropics; most of these are easy. There are also dozens

of small greenish or brownish forest birds, all con-

fusable. No picture is ever a really accurate represen-

tation of a living bird, and some illustrations are really

dreadful, one book often contradicting another. There

is no really good book on the birds of Central America.

Occasionally I saw what I called U.F.O.'s, birds that

would not fit any description of any bird in any of the

eight books I had. Some, I found out later, were in

immature plumage not mentioned in the literature, or

birds in strange states of molt, but there were a few I

really would have liked to send to a good museum.

After doing a lot of birding, I got better at observa-

tion. It became necessary to be able to take mental

photographs, to be able, with about a second or two

of clear view of a bird, to write down its complete

description. Did it have wing-bars? White, yellowish,

or yellow? Were there breast streakings? Brown or

black? How extensive? Was the eye light or dark?

What color were the legs? What is the tail's color and

pattern? The head's? What shape and color was the

bill? And on and on. And, of course, size, shape,

and family.
I also trained my eyes in motion detection, to look

up into treetops and catch any little movement out of

the ordinary that might disclose a small warbler or

flycatcher feeding. Knowing birds' calls is extremely

useful in identification, especially those of shy,

ventriloquial species that sit invisibly deep in under-

growth. Through extensive effort I made some

progress in learning to recognize their calls, but never

got really good at it. My memory just doesn't work

well that way.
Much of the time not spent birding was absorbed by

the mechanics of daily life, which gradually adjusted

themselves to the situation. Cooking reduced itself

almost completely to making one large potful of food,

usually every other day. Into the pot, about two-thirds

full of water and hanging over the fire, went, in order,

about a teaspoon of salt, a couple of tablespoons of

sugar, a tablespoon of cooking oil, two cups of dried

beans, three onions, cut up, some sweet peppers, cut

up, two cups of dry rice, and about a pound and a half

of white cheese, cut up. This was cooked together

until the rice was done and then a canful of tomato

paste was added.
Most of this I would eat slowly, drinking a lot of

water to help with the starch, over the course of about

three hours, while I read, got the birding notebooks

caught up, wrote letters, or mended clothes. Often I

left about an inch or two of food in the bottom of the

pot to eat when I woke up before dawn the next day

prior to going out birding. It tasted a little sharper in

the morning, but I never got sick from it. This system

worked out well in that it was necessary to leave for

birding around dawn, no time to cdok anything,

and to have a lot of available energy for the day.

I never got into the fishing/farming/feeding-off-

the-land trip. It might have happened had I been living

with half a dozen others, but as it was, provisions

were cheap enough in town so that it seemed best to

stay in the money economy, since my cost of living

was under a dollar a day anyhow.

All my burnable trash went into the cooking fire.

Fruit peels thrown into the bushes were removed

quickly by the leaf-cutting ants. This left only empty

tomato-paste cans, which I threw under the entry

porch where they would not be stepped on and where

the salt air rapidly converted them back into iron ore.

Clothes were judged clean or dirty not by how they

looked or smelled, but by how they felt when I put

them on. Washing clothes by hand is a bother, but I

found that the easiest way was to let them soak in

water with a lot ,of detergent for about six hours, then

rinse them out, letting the detergent do all the work.

Possibly they don't get quite as clean this way, but the

difference was insignificant.

Bathing was done in the bay, or in town or on the

mountain if I felt like having fresh water. Fresh water

for drinking and cooking came from a dependable

leak in the Puerto Castilla water pipeline, about a

quarter mile away.

I tried, as much as I could, to frequently examine

them, at least during the day. While I was cooking on

ground level, the smoke from my fire drove most of

them away from my kitchen, and from the house above.

My body built up a tolerance for the itch fluid

mosquitoes and gnats inject and often I was com-

pletely unaware of the bites. But perhaps most im-

portant is becoming emotionally immune, to stop

feeling attacked when fed upon by insects, to be able

to stay hang-loose about it all. I did not use insect

repellent because it is expensive, ineffectual, mostly,

and probably harmful when used on a long-term basis.

Every few weeks or months the army ants would

pass through. The colonies consisted of about sixty

thousand black, half-inch ants. Many carried larvae

between their legs as they went, looking as if they

were carrying grains of rice.

They would mass on the ground and begin their

entry by sending long, exploratory, flowing columns

of ants up the trees, and soon they all would be flowing

across the floor, into the roof, everywhere. It was

unnerving at first to see so many insects at once in an

orderly, somewhat threatening invasion of territory,

that I was unable to control, or even substantially

affect — a bit hard on the ego. Besides, I could hear

them marching (they make a low hissing sound).

• The first time they came I got all uptight and attacked

them, but later I thought it over and decided to just get

out of the way and let them do their thing, which was

to clean out the wasp nests, roaches (some of which

were three inches long), and other small inhabitants.

I once put out my dirty cooking pot for them, hoping

they would eat it clean, but no such luck. I realized

that the main body of them did not occupy all of my

house at any one moment, so I would move around

to where they were not.

My house was home for innumerable invertebrates,

including two termite colonies, scorpions, blood

sucking bugs, and small black weevils that continually

fell out of the thatch in the bedroom.

It also housed various vertebrates besides myself.

A possum of frequent reproduction made her nest in

the thatch of the roof over my bed, and a small rat

lived in the more permanent end of my clothesline.

About half a dozen tree frogs shared the storage •

cabinet with a large tarantula, and little geckos and

The first picture, opposite page, is a general view

of the five-level house on a Caribbean beach near

Trujillo, Honduras, where author Hugh Brown, left,

spent two-and-a-half years exploring and bird-

watching. The house, from entry porch at four feet

to observation deck at eighteen, was built of local

mahogany. Hugh was aided in the construction by

Jim Talbot, Baker '70 an architecture student who

spent several months with him. The second shot

shows the first level and seaward bedroom (out-

fitted with a gnatnet to keep insects out) from the

beach. The kitchen, upper left, is on the ground

underneath the main room. Lower left is a detail of

the floor set around two trees in the main room.

Thatching for the roof was supported by barbed

wire and fashioned from the fronds of corozo

palm, upper right, over the seaward bedroom, and

from tique palm, lower right, over the main room

and upper bedroom.

the details and nature of the day to day routines of my

life, trying to see what was really useful and necessary

for living, and what was irrelevant social custom.

Often this happened automatically. I remember when

I realized that for days, perhaps weeks, I had been

completely unaware whether or not my socks

matched. I also stopped removing most of the insects

from my food. I tried to separate what I liked from what

I thought somebody thought I ought to like, which is

not always easy, but is vital.

The presence of insects in the tropics is intense

and where I lived was no exception. Living near a

swamp as I did, there were many biting gnats and

mosquitoes around. I gradually became more used to

them in a variety of ways. I learned how to dress and

organize my daily life to minimize their interference.

Their presence was one reason I built my house in the

trees — most bothersome mosquitoes are strongly

ground-loving. On ground level there might be a

couple of dozen mosquitoes after me, but a quick

climb up the eight feet to the main room would shed
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bark anoles constantly patrolled the treetrunks for

insects.
Every night a spot-breasted wren roosted in the

eaves of the thatch. Sometimes a snake would fall out

of the roof onto the floor, and once one got into an

awful fight making a raid on the possum nest. He was

about six feet long. I adopted a policy of being just a

part of the natural community and tried as much as I

could to let the wildlife work out its own affairs

without my interference.

Being extensively away from other people did a lot

to my head. When one is primarily a social creature,

there are hundreds of games, pretenses, images, fears,

and fantasies having to do with human interrelation-

ship that are always in the mind. They produce a lot of

mental noise and tension, and prevent deeper and

more generalized levels of consciousness from being

heard.
Over a period of several months layer after layer of

excess mental baggage dropped away. Sometimes it

would happen without my being aware of it until much
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Area
Events
for Rice
People

Each Area Club is developing a character of its

own, shaped by the section of the country, the type

of society in the particular city or town, and, ulti-

mately, the characters of the individual club leaders.

Watch these columns for news of the campus as

it's reported in area meetings, for ideas on how to

(or how not to) organize your club, and, maybe, for

a laugh or two.

If you're having an event, send us a report — not

just when and where, but what was said, what

questions were asked and what the answers were

Include the philosophy of your group, your future

plans and any anecdotes that might interest or

amuse.

If there's nothing happening in your area, light a

fire under somebody ...

Rice convert Hackerman addresses

Owl Tea-sips and other alumni

President Norman Hackerman spoke to a pre-

dominently alumni audience in Austin on February

28th. He told the group that he has found more

academic and administrative freedom since he be-

came president of Rice and that his biggest problem

in making the transition from the University of Texas

was in "learning to relax."

"Contrary to popular opinion. Rice is actually

much less formal than this University," he was

quoted in the Daily Texan. This is because each

Rice student is allowed to formulate his own degree

plan and pursue areas of personal interest rather

than requirements," he said.

About 65 alumni attended the meeting held in the

UT Ex-Students' building. About one-third of those

attending were graduate or law students at UT.

There has been no formal organization in the

later, when I would realize I no longer felt at all about

some relationship or aspect of society the way I had

before. Progress would also be made through con-

scious thought processes. I did a good lot of thinking

in my tree, thinking about just about everything that

had touched my life, getting many perspectives and

relationships I had failed to see before. Much time was

spent without rationality and verbality, just letting

memory's images flow, images from childhood, from

Rice, from previous summers in Honduras, from

imagination and dreams.

Occasionally some deeply repressed realization

would surface. It generally would require a period of

labor before birth into consciousness. All day I would

not be able to concentrate on anything. I would go

swimming and realize I didn't want to swim, fix food

and not want to eat, start to read and be unable,

begin to write with nothing to say.

After it got dark and I was under the gnatnet for the

night, a long and intensely varied sequence of images

and ideas would flow through my mind. I would

momentarily stop on one, and suddenly I would realize

one of those basic understandings about life that make

its disparate parts fit together and harmonize, the sort

of realization that puts everything else in a different

place and makes one stand back in awe. The height-

ened tension thus broken, I would drift off to sleep

amidst waves of euphoria and calm. Sometimes what

I saw about myself was not very pretty, but it all had a

place in increased understanding and awareness.

1 he constant presence of others in one's life tends

to focus attention on a small area of the visual field

directly in front, and on particular objects in the

visual field. Alone, my attention tended to equalize

over my entire visual field, and I became much more

aware of what was happening in directions other

than straight ahead.

The normal feeling of awareness of the world as a

stage before the audience of oneself became shifted

towards one of being immersed in a sea of sensed

action. I became much more aware of what was in

directions other than the seen, what was behind me,

above me, below me — a different sense of space.

Perhaps extensive birding reinforces this effect, but it

seems to be primarily caused by solitude.

After being away for months from the constant

noise of city life my hearing opened up to lesser

sounds Often at night I could hear the bass end of

music playing in the bars in Puerto Castilla, three

miles across the water, or the electric power station

in Trujillo, six miles away. Sometimes on calm morn-

ings I would awake to hear voices from fishermen in

canoes far, far out in the bay.

The sound of the flight of birds was something I

had never really noticed before, the difference be-

tween the sounds made by the wings of various birds,

whether or not the individual wingbeats are distin-

guishable, what sort of pitch and rhythm the sound

has, or peculiarities, like the squeaking of a vulture's

wingbeats.
After one gets used to walking around in forests

most short-range navigational decisions become

almost automatic. It is as if one's feet think for them-

selves, deciding what to go around, what to go over

or under. Main attention can be devoted to watching

and listening for birds while one is walking along

between trees, around rocks, over palm fronds,

dodging spines and vines. The best route simply

presents itself, without having to be thought out.

Often the less one consciously, rationally thinks about

one's path, the easier the going becomes.

To a large extent I let a similar process guide details

of my daily life. When and how much to eat or sleep I

let my body decide, mostly. I found I did both in

variable quantities on no fixed schedule. Nor did I

have a calendar marked with days to be spent birding.

Various small activities, such as mending, letter

writing, and woodgathering, I did when I felt like it,

when it was the right thing to do. Everything that

needed doing got done in its own time. I tried to

avoid and break up habitual routines, which become

rigid, invisible, and unresponsive.

I also got a lot more long-range sense of the flow

of my life in Honduras. I watched and got to know the

slow cycling of outward periods of more intense and

frequent birding, and inward periods of increased rest,

thought, and contemplation, and to know when they

would occur. The full cycle took about two or three
months, but with considerable variation, which I was
able to foretell.

I had come to Honduras knowing I would not spend

the rest of my life there. Months before my departure,

when I was still very actively involved in life in El Mal

Paso, I knew when it would be, when I would feel the

movement northward. When that time came, in

September, 1972, I left my house on the Honduran

beach and returned to the United States.

Hugh Brown received his BA in physics from Rice in

1969 and has been in and out of Honduras since 1965.

From 1965(0 1968 he worked with the Amigos de las

Americas there, in summer public health projects.

Give a home
away from home
to a foreign student

Would you like to have one of the benefits of

foreign travel without leaving home? It is possible for

you to become well acquainted with extraordinary

young people from other lands through the Institute

of International Education. The IIE has a regional

office in Houston. Various programs originate there

which help the foreign students become acquainted

with Houstonians.

The Rice Host Family Program is one of these. Its

volunteers arrange for a family to become the special

friends of incoming students who indicate an interest

in the program. Some students are here for a while

before they ask for host families.

The host families represent a wide range of

Houstonians. The prime prerequisites are an appre-

ciation of young people and a genuine desire to in-

clude them in family home activities. If the family has

a Rice background or affiliation there is a good basis

for common interest. Some faculty families are active

in the program and are quite effective.

It is suggested by the IIE that the student be seen

or contacted once a month. There are failures, of

course, for a variety of reasons, but some Houston

families participate in the program for years.

Recently, on the occasion of the Chinese New

Year, the Chinese Students Association gave a buffet

supper in the Baker College Commons. Some of the

host families were privileged to attend as the guests

of their students. It is customary for the Chinese to

celebrate this day with their families.

There are 53 foreign undergraduates and 109

foreign graduate students at Rice. Last year, of the

27 incoming graduate students, 20 of them asked for

host families. Half of the host families are alumni or

on the staff or faculty. A few undergraduates ask for

families each year, and an effort is made to comply

with the request, but concentration is on the graduate

students. Most of the latter come directly from

universities in their own countries.

The IIE and Rice arrange for an orientation program

the week before freshman orientation in August. This

is the optimum time to become a host family because

the courtesies on arrival are especially welcome.

Call the IIE office at 228-7495 if you would like to

participate in the coming year.

— Virginia Wall Jones '37

Many foreign students at Rice participate in the

DE's Host Family Program. Among the graduate

students involved are bottom, Hsiaohua Kuo,

space science, China; Mary Yau, geology, China;

and top, Celia Chu, chemistry, China; Juliocesar

Diaz, mathematics, Columbia; and Rajnish Mera,

electrical engineering, India.

6 February March 1973 Sallyport



Austin area recently and the new organizers hope

to keep it as unstructured as possible, with only a

few officers. The March meeting was arranged by

Tom Greene. Baker 71, a law student.

Sid Burrus and slides last 'till a.m. in Atlanta

Dr. Sidney Burrus, professor of electrical engi-

neering, master of Lovett College, and a member of

the alumni Executive Board, spoke to approximately

30 Atlanta alumni on February 9th. The informal

meeting with beer and snacks was held in the club-

house of an apartment complex although the Atlanta

people intend to move their meeting places into

private homes.

Burrus talked about the alumni association and

its organization, the area clubs, the role of the

Executive Board and the relationship between the

Association of Rice Alumni, the Development Office

and the University. He explained that the alumni

association is an independent non-profit organiza-

tion of alumni and that it works with the Development

Office but is not part of it, and that the Association

is not a fund-raising agency.

He spoke on the current state of the University,

academic directions and financial problems.

Questions centered around the athletic program,

coed colleges, the Shepherd School of Music, the

Institute for the Arts, the graduate program, the

quality of incoming students and faculty reductions.

Alumni also expressed interest in the individual

colleges and their activities. Burrus showed a

collection of slides he took especially for the meet-

ing, including pictures of some elaborately decorated

rooms in Lovett. The meeting lasted until 1 a.m.

The next Atlanta meeting was held on March 30th

in the home of Wayne Whatley, Hanszen '63. Richard

Stabell, director of academic records for the Uni-

versity, and Leroy Sterling, a Wiess College premed

senior, visited with the group and dealt with ques-

tions about Rice admission procedures.

Prospective freshmen and their families were

invited. At last word the club was trying to get Swan

House, the Atlanta equivalent of Bayou Bend in

Houston, for the meeting.

Kent Hofmann, Hanszen '67 and the area organizer,

has suggested that statements be gathered from each

of the candidates for the Executive Board so they

can give their ideas on area clubs and on the function

of the Executive Board and its committees. This will

be done next year.

As Hofmann will attest, one of the first and most

difficult jobs necessary in area work is verifying the

names and addresses supplied by the Alumni Office.

Area organizers have been able to find several lost

alumni and to produce correct addresses for alumni

who our post office tracers could not reach.

The Atlanta alumni have also requested an Area

Club directory. They are having the list typed and

printed by the Alumni Office and they will handle

the distribution themselves.

Atlanta group decides focus

For an organizational meeting last November, 65

of the 85 known alumni within a 60-mile radius of

Atlanta were contacted. Forty expressed a definite

interest and 15 attended the meeting at a savings

and loan office.

The group discussed the various forms that area

clubs can take, from a strictly social to sponsoring

various kinds of educational programs. They

recognized that the Area Club is under no direction

from the University but can operate however the

members see fit.

The general consensus at the meeting was that

the club could be a way to remain a part of Rice on

a personal level — to learn what's happening through

Continued from page 3

description of what we want to do."

He suggests that it be done in $40 million segments,

five times until $100 million is reached.

"And that will exasperate a lot of people, but it will

be worth it because when we're done we will be much

more private, that is, much more self-sufficient; that's

what private means."

Shepherd School of Music

A student asked about the proposed Shepherd

School of Music and was told that it is fully endowed.

"This is one area where we have the money," said

Hackerman. "We can start it just as soon as we find

the director, and literally, in this case, the problem has

been in finding the right person."

He said the choice for director, Robert Shaw of

Atlanta, turned Rice down. The second choice, the

dean of music at UCLA, also decided not to come.

Another tour, to talk to two additional people, began

in February. "As soon as we find a person he or she, in

turn, will find seven or eight faculty members and the

school will start the year after."

Self-study
committees
begin debates

The bureaucratic structure designed to produce an

in-depth analysis of the University during the next year

started its work in January and is now generating in-

quiries all over campus. The answers should serve

both the routine requirements of the Southern Associ-

ation of Colleges and Universities (an accrediting

agency) and the more demanding need for a self-

evaluation for the University.

"We have been evaluated by the general educa-

tional or academic community, formally and infor-

mally, and have been found to be among the highest

at the undergraduate level and quite high at the grad-

uate level. Now I'd like our own judgment," said Pres-

ident Hackerman.

"We will want to know whether indeed we are giving

too many programs, and whether those which we

deem to be core necessities are as good as they

should be. We will want to know whether our methods

of judging admissions are as accurate as one can get

in the current setting."

The self study should tell "not just about our aca-

demic programs, but the University as a whole, with-
out tear or favor," he said.

Procedure for evaluation
With that charge, two of the three self-study com-

mittees, Academic and Non-Academic Affairs, began

holding hearings in February to gather ideas which

they formed into detailed questionnaires and distrib-

uted in March.

Serious debate has begun among the faculty over

what constitutes academic excellence and whether

excellence at Rice has been compromised by giving

students greater freedom within the curriculum.

Private debates are taking place in departments and

offices over how to self-evaluate,, how to answer the

study is questions.
Interviews were conducted with department heads

after the February hearings and before the question-

naires were delivered. Another interview with each will

take place after the questionnaires are returned. The

Academic Affairs Committee, chaired by Dr. Curt Mi-

chel, professor of space science, is dealing with the 33

academic departments. The Non-Academic Commit-

tee, chaired by Rita Paddock, director of the Regional

Information and Cultural Exchange (RICE.), has sent

about 50 inquiries to other areas and offices.

There will be more hearings and reviews of hearings

in April and May when the surveys are in. Then the

committees will formulate preliminary reports. After

these reports are drafted and circulated to the Rice

community as a whole there will be still more open

hearings, early next fall. Altered reports will be drawn

up in November.

The whole operation is being directed by an 18-man

Steering Committee headed by Provost Frank E.

Vandiver. This committee will be responsible for gath-

ering the finds of the Academic and Non-academic

Committees and issuing final reports, one for the

Southern Association and one for the University, due

in May of 1974.

How are alumni involved?
The ad hoc alumni committee appointed by Associ-

ation President Gus Schill '55 has stated its purpose:

"to determine the degree to which current objectives

of Rice University are being accomplished in the opin-

ion of Rice alumni."

Recognizing the larger-than-life task of ferreting

out "the opinion" of Rice alumni, the committee has

decided to use the CUE questionnaire which was

prepared by the Committee on Undergraduate Educa-

tion and distributed to all alumni in 1970.
The committee feels that the existing questionnaire

asks questions which will adequately reflect alumni

opinion on issues pertinent to the University's

self-evaluation.
The results of the 4,600 returned questionnaires

have never been adequately analyzed and this will be

done in lieu of compiling a new survey. An identical

questionnaire will be sent to all alumni who have grad-

uated since this survey was taken, and the attitudes of

recent graduates will be compared to those of older

alumni.

Consideration was given to compiling a more com-

prehensive survey of Rice alumni at a future time to

give the University a more accurate picture of the indi-

vidual alumnus.

Members of the alumni committee are: Robert R.

Robertson, Jr. '55 (chairman), Dr. King Walters '53,

James R. Doty '62, Evelyn Thomas Nolen '60, Tom

McKittrick '56 and Walter Baker '54.

Three alumni will liaison with the University commit-

tees by servings with their members: Gus Schill,

Steering Committee; Jim Doty, Non-Academic Affairs;

and Evelyn Nolen, Academic Affairs.

Impact on the future of Rice

The last evaluation was undertaken in 1964 and

contributed to the development of the Ten Year Plan

by reassessing Rice's objectives, success in obtaining

objectives, educational efficiency, and role in serving

societal needs. "I hope this effort can provide similar

information," said Hackerman.

In a memorandum to members of the Rice commu-

nity he said:

"No other single activity that we will be engaged in,

in the next year, will impact on our well being for the

forseeable future as will the self evaluation; therefore,

its priority and your participation should be of the

highest order."

Please contribute your comments, questions and

ideas by writing to: Alumni Self-study Committee,

Association of Rice Alumni, P. 0. Box 1892, Houston,

Texas 77001.
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visiting representatives from Houston, to voice

opinions and criticism on University actions and

policy. They decided against participating in the

soliciting of funds.
"Socially, it can provide a vehicle," the meeting

report continued, "through which Rice alumni in

Atlanta or moving here can meet others of similar

academic background (a minority of those present

were native Atlantans). It can aid the University by

providing local persons for interviewing and recruit-

ing prospective freshmen. It can provide a way for

students to make contact with alumni.

"No direct financial support will be provided by

the alumni association, but they will do all of our

printing and mailing for us at no charge. They will

also pay all costs involved with bringing speakers

from Rice — this could be almost anybody we wanted

(student, faculty, president) and is probably better

than direct support."

It was generally agreed that cost should not

prevent anyone from participating in any activities

of the club. There will be certain cost to any meeting

(refreshments, possible charge for the place to

meet). This can be handled by announcing at the

meeting the approximate cost and number attending.

There will be a place to deposit money and people

can put in what they want — those who can afford

it will (hopefully) deposit more than their share and

those who can afford little or nothing will be under

no obligation. If a deficit develops it will be dealt

with later.

Conover shows highlight films in LA

Head Football Coach Albert Conover and Assistant

Coach John Linville traveled to Los Angeles on

March 2nd and met with L.A. area alumni. They

showed football film highlights from the fall season

and talked about the University and its problems.

"The L.A. people had little knowledge of what it

takes to run the University and they were shocked

when I told them that Rice needs money. Apparently

they don't believe what they read in University

correspondence; Rice still suffers from the 'rich'

image," said Conover.

The L.A. Club is becoming active after holding

only three meetings in the last eight years. The

March 2nd cocktail meeting was held at the Egg and

Eye restaurant and each person contributed $1.25

to defray costs. Organizers are: Park Weaver,

Hanszen '58; William T. McGregor, Wiess '65; and

Butler Perryman '39.

Stabell and Big D devise student tour

Dick Stabell, director of academic records, is

working with the Dallas group to stimulate a tour

from there for admitted students to seethe campus

before they decide to accept or reject Rice's offer.

Members of the Dallas Club board are: Dave S.

Willis, Hanszen '59; Benjamin Melton '25; Hugh

Rucker, Hanszen '60; Clark Breeding '34; Mary

Patty Sigler Butters '55; Katherine Snow Beutel '55;

Lynn Hart Coney '60 and Rev. Robert B. Bowles, Jr.

'51.

D.C. plans two spring meetings
The Washington, D.C. Club, with approximately

300 alumni in the area and an estimated 100 active

members, meets twice a year for a luncheon down-

town. Last spring they invited new Rice freshmen

and their parents to attend. This spring's meeting

will be held in late April.

Another meeting is being arranged on May 10th

by Tom C. Evans, Wiess '71, for young graduates

and others who would like to meet with Richard

Stabell.

McCants'
Notebook

Remembrances
of an early Rice

Sixth in a series

In various documents concerning the property
purchased for the site of the Institute reference is
made to Harris Gulley and Harris Bayou. This stream,
very small in the dry season and spread all over the
prairie in the rainy season, became the outlet for the

drainage system of the campus. The stream ran from
the northwest corner of the property to a point not far

from the present intersection of University Boulevard

and Main Street.
The general plan placed the playing field for

athletics adjoining the residential quarters for men.
This field was prepared for use and has been avail-
able for practice in football and for all baseball
competition.
The tennis courts, both for varsity play and for

general student use, were located near the dormitories
and have remained there permanently. But the football
field for varsity games, surrounded by the track, was
located south of the bayou. This field was first en-
closed by bleacher seats only a few rows in height.

Later higher stands were constructed on both sides

of the field, and finally the highest possible stands

were built on the south side, along University Boule-

vard, the nearness of the street fixing the limit of the

height. The stands on the north side were not quite

so high, and the stands at the west end, behind the

goal posts, were not as high as the north stands. The

Field House was built at the east end of the field,

parallel to Main Street.
Access to this athletic field from the main campus

was over a bridge across the bayou, at a point not far

behind the north stands. This bridge disappeared

when the bayou was later confined in a large conduit

and the entire area in this part of the campus became

level ground.
But this athletic field with its limitations, with stands

to seat only about thirty thousand spectators and

with a Field House entirely inadequate for varsity

teams and intramural sports, gave way to a new
development.

In 1950 Rice Stadium was built for football with a

seating capacity of seventy thousand; a new field

house, better called a gymnasium, was completed in

1951; the old field house was torn down; and only the

north stands and the track remained at the old
location.
The gymnasium, not far from the stadium, became

the center for all sports, both varsity and intramural,

and offered especially improved facilities for basket-

ball, the varsity games of this sport having been
played previously on improvised courts in downtown
Houston. The addition of a swimming pool of standard

dimensions gave to the swimming team, facilities
which were formerly available only off the campus.
When construction was started on the campus in

1910, the surrounding area was practically unin-

habited. In the large acreage now called Southampton,
there were two or three farm houses.

Because this country was wide open, it was not

difficult to secure a spur track of the San Antonio and
Aransas Pass Railroad to the campus. This spur came

into the campus from the northwest and stopped at

the site of the power plant. Practically all of the
materials used in the buildings and for the roads

were brought in by this spur.

After the first buildings were completed, the spur

was still needed to bring fuel for the power plant. The

plant was equipped to burn either coal or oil. The

principal fuel was oil. Coal was used several times

but only to meet emergencies when oil was not avail-

able. Later when the plant was equipped to burn gas,

the railroad spur was removed.
The removal of the track was made necessary by

the great development which soon took place in the

Southampton addition. By this time also Main Street

had been sufficiently improved to carry much of the

materials needed for later construction, which were

brought in from the railroad tracks at the Blodgett

Street spur.
There was an interesting development at the

power plant. The power equipment was installed by

Walworth, English, and Flett, a Boston firm which

sent as the chief construction man an exceedingly

Far left, the Institute property was once bounded
by railroad tracks to the north and east and a spur

was brought onto campus from the Southampton

area to carry fuel and building supplies. Center left,
a view of Harris Gully from the bridge which con-

nected Main Street Road with what is now the old
athletic field, upper lett. The water was later con-

fined to a conduit under the Institute grounds.
Above, the trolley car which ran from 1910 to 1929

beginning on Main at Franklin Street and turning

at the site of the Shamrock Hilton where it traveled
into Bellaire. The car is surrounded by the entire

population of Bellaire in 1911. Students also rode
the trolley and their antics were a constant vexation

to Conductor U. J. Simoneaux, left. Opposite page,

progress of the building on campus was recorded
by the clerk-of-the-works in a large collection of

snapshots (now part of the William Ward Watkin

collection in the archives).
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Wilmington and Hackerman polish platter

Dr. Hackerman had dinner with a group of twelve

Wilmington alumni and one alumnus from Philadel-

phia on March 14th, John Coleman, Jr., Will Rice

'59, organized the dinner at a local Holiday Inn.

Bostonians schuss slopes in New Hampshire

by Basil Webb, Baker '69— Several members of

the Boston/New England Area Club accepted the

gracious invitation of Sue and Oliver Winston '26 to

establish a ski base at their mountaintop house near

Lyme, N.H., during the weekend of February 24th

and 25th.

The weather was spectacular: Oliver said he

ordered it especially from the Rice Geophysical

Department. The mountains and snow were gorgeous

and grand, and several of us discovered that being

raised on the flatlands of Texas is not necessarily

the best preparation for downhill skiing. Others who

had lived in New England longer were considerably

more expert.

The Winstons provided bedroll space in their

guest house for some of the alums and they fed the

entire group a delicious buffet.

The next club outing will be a low-cost, bring-

your-own-lunch picnic in June at Fort Independence

or some island in the Boston Harbor. It will double

as a recruiting finale to welcome some of Rice's new

freshmen from the area and will include any local

Rice students who are home for the summer.

The Boston/New England Club has a steering

committee which has met twice. The first meeting

was in November and was attended by Dr. Hacker-

man, and the second was in December. The group

decided to schedule between two and four gather-

ings of the club each year.

The committee agreed that fund raising is an

activity vital to the health and purpose of an Area

Club, as is recruiting and more general activities.

They were all in favor of low-cost general-interest

programs, with an occasional specialty event such

as the ski trip.

Members of the steering committee are: Leslie K.

Arnold, Baker '61; (Stonington, Conn.); Dr. Patrick

and Lucy Webster Conley '42 (Manchester, Mass):

Bob Folweilep'55 (Bedford, Mass.); Ray Watkins

Hoagland '36 (Boston, Mass.); Dr. Ernest D. Klema

'51, chairman (Medford, Mass.); Carl Novotny, Will

Rice '68 (Cambridge, Mass.); Charles Szalkowski,

Baker '70 (Arlington, Mass.); and Oliver C. Winston

'26 (Lyme, N.H.).

The committee will soon be enlarged to include

representatives from Western Massachusetts and

from Southern New England (but not within the

New York Club's area). The next committee meeting

is in April.

Anyone in New England who has not received

mailings from the club should call or write the cair-

man, Ernest Klema, Dean of Engineering, Tufts

University, Medford, Mass. 02155.

Recent grads in Kitzingen, Germany unite

Buford Alexander, Will Rice '70, writes from

Kitzingen, Germany, that he and two other recent

graduates have formed an alumni subchapter in

that city. With him are William R. Roberts, Lovett

'70, and Phillip Wilbur, Will Rice '67.

Hackermans hosted in Corpus

A huge, formal reception was held for President

and Mrs. Hackerman in Corpus Christi on March

20th in the home of Jane Farnsworth Smith '47. The

guest list included alumni, parents of current stu-

dents, foundation representatives, and members of

the Corpus Christi powerstructure — it read like a

Who's Who for the city. An estimated 160 people

capable mechanic, Edward J. Dennis. When the plant

was finished, Mr. Dennis stayed on the job as chief

engineer. He continued in this position until 1946. At

that time another engineer was employed and Mr.

Dennis continued in a consulting capacity. He died

in Houston on February 6, 1948.

In 1912 the only convenient mode of transportation

to the Institute was a shuttle street car that ran from

Eagle Avenue to Bellaire Boulevard on what would

have been an extension of Fannin Street. The motor-

men for several years were Dad Thetford and U. J.

Simoneaux. They ran the cars every half-hour from

Eagle Avenue, sta' Sing early in the morning and con-

tinuing until midnight. When students reached Eagle

Avenue after midnight there was a long walk to the

campus awaiting them.

The chief complaint registered by the motormen

was that it was extremely difficult to run the cars from

Eagle Avenue to the little sheds opposite entrances

number two and number three of the campus because

the track was always cluttered with cows and college

professors. The track was the best place to walk

because Main Street was unpaved and there were no

sidewalks.
The students had fun, especially with Simoneaux,

who was a very dark-skinned Frenchman from some-

where among the bayous of Louisiana. The great

sport was for some student on the rear platform of

the car to pull the trolley off the cable. Patiently

Simoneaux would get out of the front of the car and

go to the rear to replace the trolley, but on the way

presenting his compliments to the individual who
had pulled the trolley.
When he would start off again the students would

let him go only a short distance and then off would go

the trolley. This procedure had several effects: it had

a tendency to make the students late for classes, a

matter not too important to them; it made the car run

behind schedule, a matter of considerable concern to

Simoneaux. The real fun came in Simoneaux's

explosions. The students said that they had never

heard a more eloquent flow of French and English

profanity. Usually after the explosion the fun was

over and the car went peacefully on its way.

The little shed at entrance number two was on what

is now Fannin Street. The track was high enough not

to be covered by the floods of the area, but the space

between Fannin Street and Main Street was covered

by a foot of water after only moderate rains. There

was a wooden walk leading from the shed to Main

Street, a sort of bridge.
In the period of two years while the buildings on

the campus were under construction, the administra-

tive offices of the Institute were located in rooms 1110,

1111, and 1112 Scanlan Building, on the southeast

corner of Main Street and Preston Avenue, in down-

town Houston. This building of eleven stories was

the skyscraper of Houston in 1910.
When the offices were in the Scanlan Building

trips to the "works" were made with horse and buggy.

These were literally the "horse and buggy days" of

the Rice Institute. Main Street was paved only as far

as Eagle Avenue with brick. From the end of the

paving the street became merely a narrow country

road. The road in front of the acreage purchased for

the site of the campus was scardely wide enough for

two vehicles to pass. On the sides of the road deep

ditches, five or six feet deep, extended along the
entire front of the site.
Progress of the work was recorded every day by

kodak prints supplied by the clerk-of-the-works. The
first clerk was Mr. Albert C. Perry who was followed
by Mr. J. W. Northrop.

By December 1910 some of the work of laying out
the grounds had already been done in accordance
with the general plan prepared by the architects. Mr.

Wilmer Waldo had charge of the construction of the
roads. The road leading to the first entrance was

covered with large gravel. There were a few native

oaks on each side of this road near the entrance, and
a few old pines, but in the main the place was rather

desolate.
The first evidence of construction was a very large

pile of gravel in front of the foundation of the Admin-

istration Building. The building then was an enormous

hole in the ground. Most of the foundation had been

poured and the hole was quite respectable. The

foundation was a wonderful piece of work. The large

piers along the center of the basement would hold

the load of a very large building. Examination of the
Administration Building forty-five years later proves
that this foundation was almost perfect.

Off to the north and to the south other work was
under way. The Mechanical Building and Power Plant
were to the north; South Hall and the Commons of

the first residential group were to the south. Again
the only thing that seemed to be of particular interest
was a foundation. It is not known how many tons of

concrete were poured for the foundation of the smoke-
stack of the power plant. The excellent condition of
the Campanile through all the years has proved that

the work was good.
Gravel roads had been laid out toward the Mechan-

ical Building and the Residential Hall giving some idea
as to what the general plan would be. Soon the prairie
was planted by Mr. Edward Teas. The first planting
was very successful. Rows of live oaks were planted
beside the roads to further accentuate the design of
the architects.
The planting, though successful, might very well

have turned out rather badly. Mr. Teas undertook to
transplant trees many of which were five or six inches
in diameter. They were awkard sticks on the horizon,

but they grew, and before very long they were good

trees. It is hard to realize in 1955 that only a few native

trees growing near the first entrance, and a small

grove on Harris Bayou were the only trees on the

campus at the start. The large and beautiful live oaks

found everywhere on the campus today were planted

as sticks on the prairie.

Progress on the construction was slow. The Ad-

ministration Building called for so many kinds of

marble and for such infinite pains in carvings that

much time was consumed in its construction. One

phase of the contracting gave particular trouble: the

securing of the large supply of marble from quarries

in Oklahoma, which ultimately were bought by the

Institute. The William Miller and Sons Company, the

general contractors, finally gave up the job and left it

to their bonding company.

To be continued ...

REAProgram
expands; offers
jobs and counselling

REAP (Rice Employment by Alumni Program), now

in its fourth year, has added a new twist. This year, in

addition to a request for summer jobs, alumni are

being asked to offer a day during the week of May 7th

to engage in personal career counselling on a one to

one basis with Rice students. This is the week between

finals and commencement, a good time to invite one

or more Rice students to your business, show them

around, discuss the operation with them, answer

questions and in general show them what they can

expect when they graduate.

Another new addition to the program is its expan-

sion beyond Houston to include all Texas alumni and

those in New Orleans, Little Rock, Tulsa, Albuquerque,

Los Angeles and San Francisco. By reaching out to

these new areas it is hoped that REAP can enable

even more students to find gainful summer employ-

ment, while also benefiting more alumni businesses.

For those who haven't been exposed to REAP, it is

a program designed to aid Rice undergraduates in

earning at least a part of their tuition and living

expenses, while gaining practical experience in their

major field. REAP also tries to place as many students

into part time jobs during the school year as possible.

The jobs are provided by alumni businessmen, and

REAP, in association with the campus Placement

Office, finds and refers students interested and

qualified for the positions available.

Alumni in the REAP target area should have

received a letter and form during March. Those who

live in a city outside the target area and would like to

participate in any segment of REAP, either by making

a job or two available or by counselling with one or

more students, can write the Alumni Office.
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attended to meet and talk with the Hackermans.

The next event in Corpus will be in the home of

Frank Peerman '39. The date will be announced.

alumni for cocktails in the home of Matt Gorges,

Mess '58, on April 6th.

Haggles over student government

point up 'real world aspects

of campus living

Rorschach treated to tostados in San Antonio

The San Antonio alumni hosted Dr. Harold

Rorschach, chairman of the Physics Department, at

a Mexican Supper in the Jersey Lily, hospitality

room of the Pearl Brewery, on March 26th.

Of the approximately 470 alumni in the San

Antonio area there are between 40 and 50 active in

the Area Club. Club officers who are working to

increase that number are: Dr. R. L. Brusenhan '52,

president; Don N. Jordan, Hanszen '60, vice presi-

dent; and Lucille Kemp Carnes '46, secretary-

treasurer.

Harlingen hospitality to greet Hackerman

Dr. Hackerman will meet with the Harlingen area

Hill Country plans April roundup
Hill Country people will meet in the Angora Club

Room at the Inn of the Hills at 7:30 p.m. on April 11th.
Although the concept of student government

itself has been under attack at Rice for a number

of years, 75 candidates filed for 34 all-University

offices this spring, with only five races unopposed.

Add to that the college offices, ranging from six in

one college to 32 in another, and there is a sizable

minority of Rice students involved, one way or

another, with governing themselves.

Each college sets up its own style of government

and they areal! quite different since they each

respond to a small segment of the student body.

The perrenial question, however, is the nature of

the all-University student government. Last fall a

referendum to aborsh the present Student Associa-

tion was defeated by a 675 to 355 vote. At issue

Class Notes

25
William S. Vaughn

former chairman of the board of Eastman Kodak

Company, will retire as a board member in April.

He has been a director since 1959. He stepped

down as chairman and as head of the executive

committee in 1970 and his retirement from the

board of directors will end 45 years of service.

He joined Kodak in 1928 and held important posi-

tions with the company in Rochester, N.Y.; London,

England; and Kingsport, Tenn. In 1960 he was

named president and chief executive officer.

During his administration Kodak introduced their

Instamatic cameras and expanded into other

product lines including man-made fibers, petro-

chemicals and plastics. He and his wife. Elizabeth,

live in Rochester.

Sam S. Emison

and Frances Loock Emison '26

have returned to the U.S. following their four-and-

one-half-month tour of Asia. Sam retired as senior

vice president and director of Stauffer Chemical,

Co. in Houston in October, 1968. Their trip covered

twenty-two countries, starting in London, England,

and winding up in Tokyo. They returned to the

states through Hawaii and San Francisco.

32
Earl M. Moss
has retired after 27 years as a civilian engineer with

the Army, and ten years of active duty as an officer

in the Navy Reserve.

34
Robert M. Singleton

is now vice president, resilient surfaces, for the

Stephens Co., a wholesale floorcovering firm, in

Houston.

36
James M. Clark

and Nanine Ferris Clark
plan to return to Texas from New York, following

his retirement on July 1st, as corporate vice presi-

dent and president of the coffee division of Ander-

son Clayton & Co. They plan to build a house on

Lake LBJ near Marble Falls.

James' retirement will end 40 years of service. He

started with ACCO in Houston in the control de-

partment, then moved to Atlanta, Ga., as secretary

and treasurer of the Southeastern Compress &

Warehouse Co. (now Gulf Atlantic). He returned to

Houston in 1943 with Gulf Atlantic as vice president

and treasurer until 1947 when he was transferred to

ACCO Sao Paulo, Brazil, as chief financial officer.

In 1949 he began working on the organization of

ACCO's coffee export business in Santos, Brazil,

and in 1952 was transferred to New York City to

put together a coffee merchandising operation for

ACCO. He was named corporate vice president in

1955.

R. Howard Wilson

chairman of the board of Texaco Trinidad, Inc., has
been elected senior vice president of Texaco. Inc.
for worldwide refining, supply and distribution.

39
William Goyen

will have his new book, A Book of Jesus, published

by Doubleday Publishing Co., in April. Bill is now

living in New York City.

T. F. Blass, Jr.

was elected a director of Fannin Bank. He is chair-

man of the board and chief executive officer of

Spaw-Glass, Inc.

45
Ben C. Hayton

has been elected vice president in charge of the

Petrochemical Department of Texaco, Inc. He was

formerly general manager of the Petrochemical
Department.

47
John C. McDonald, Jr.

is now chairman of the board and chief executive

officer of the Levingston Ship Building Company

of Orange, Tex.

Dr. Jacob R. Morgan

has received the Casimir Funk Award for 1972

from the U.S. Vitamin Pharmaceutical Corporation.

The award is given each year to the doctor in the

Army, Navy, Air Force, Veterans Administration or

Public Health Service who has made the most out-

standing contributions in the field of cardiovascular
disease. Dr. Morgan is a captain in the Navy and is

chief of cardiology at the Naval Hospital in San

Diego. Cal.

52
Lt. Colonel Alain G. Boughton

has graduated from the T-37 pilot instructor course

at Randolph AFB, Tex. He will return to Reese AFB,

Tex., for duty with a unit of the Air Training Com-

mand which provides flying, technical and basic

military training for Air Force personnel.

Paul Leung
has been awarded the Prime Movers Committee

Award of the American Society of Mechanical

Engineers for an unprecedented third straight year.

His awards in 1970, 1971 and 1972 mark the first

time in the 93-year history of the ASME that an

individual has been so honored. He is presently

principal engineer with Bechtel Corp. of Los

Angeles, Calif.

4
Dr. Gloria McDermith Shatto
who received her PhD in economics from Rice in

1966. is the first woman academic dean in the

history of Georgia Institute of Technology. In addi-

tion to serving as associate dean of the College of
Industrial Management she is also a professor of

economics. Her husband. Robert, and sons, David

and Donald, accompanied her to Atlanta, Ga.,

where Bob is now working as a project engineer

with Edwards & Rosser Inc., Consulting Engineers.

56
Joe L. Pollak, Jr.

has recently been promoted to senior staff engineer,

chemicals purchasing coordinator for the Baytown

and Baton Rouge chemical and plastics plants of

Exxon Chemical Company U.S .A.

57
Genevieve E. Hubly

is now living in Cedar Falls, Iowa, where she is a

professor of English at the University of Iowa.

58
William H. Doyle, Jr.

has been elected to the board of directors of

Colonial Savings Association of Houston. He has

been executive vice president and managing officer

of Colonial since last September. He was formerly

executive vice president of Jefferson Savings

and Loan Association in Beaumont.

59
John W. McDaniel
has been appointed a principal of the firm of

Chenault & Brady. Consulting Engineers.

Gwynne E. Old

has been appointed general counsel of Sysco

Corporation of Houston. He leaves his old position

as vice president, counsel and secretary of The

Variable Annuity Life Insurance Company to accept

the new post with Sysco.

60
Galloway H. Hudson
received his MBA from the University of Houston

in December. Prior to completing his degree work

he had been in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, working

as resident manager for the construction of a

chemical plant by Hudson Engineering for B.A.S.F.

He and his wife, Mary, and their two children have

been back in Houston since February, 1972, while

Galloway was finishing his master's at UH. He was

also honored by election to Phi Kappa Phi at the

University of Houston.

63
Dr. Paul H. Cornell

is now a faculty fellow at UCLA and he and his wife

are living in Redlands, Calif. Paul received his PhD

from the University of California at Berkeley in 1967

and did postdoctoral work under Dr. W. F. Libby

at UCLA.

Dr. Robert Franklin Farmer Ill

who received his PhD from Tulane University in

1967, is now living with his wife in Craftori,

where he is research supervisor at the Gillette
Research Institute,

Dr. John E. Findling
received his PhD from the University of Texas last

August, and is now an assistant professor of history

at Indiana University Southeast in New Albany, Ind.

He was also married to the former Jamey Justin on

September 23, 1972.

Dr. Julian M. Greene
and Frances Grossman Greene '65
are now living in Silver Springs, Md. with their two

children. Julian is an economist in the Management

Consulting Services Division of Ernst and Ernst in
the Washington, D. C. office.

Richard Scott Heiser
is now living in Palos Verdes Peninsula, Calif.,
with his wife. He is a systems analyst with Pertec

Corporation.

Alfred V. Kramer
is now in the graduate program at Harvard Univer-
sity, working in organo-metallic chemistry. Alfred
spent seven years with the Navy following his
graduation from Rice. He and his wife, Sandra
Kynett Kramer, '63, are now living in Waltham, Mass.

Daniel R. Malin
is now area manager of Fidelity Plan, Inc.'s new

offices in Sarasota, Fla

Dr. Clinton David Snyder
is now a postdoctoral fellow in the chemistry de-

partment of the University of California at Berkeley.
He received his PhD in chemistry from Berkeley
in 1968.

Dr. Howard David Thames, Jr.
who received his PhD in chemistry from Rice in
1970, is now an assistant professor of bio math at
M. D. Anderson Hospital here in Houston.

Or. Don Morris Von Schriltz
is senior research chemist with DuPont in Parkers-
burg, W. Va., where he and his wife live. Don re-
ceived his PhD from Duke University in 1966 and did
postdoctoral work at UCLA in 1967.
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then, and apparently still at issue if campaign

rhetoric is to be believed, was the power and role

of the Senate.

At present there are four officers elected campus-

wide (president, vice president for external affairs,

vice president for internal affairs, secretary-

treasurer, and off-campus representative), in addi-

tion to the eight college presidents.

In a recent letter to the Thresher, a member of

the Student Senate (a college president) said:

". .. most of the time I have spent in Student Asso-

ciation meetings has been utterly wasted." He

described the meetings as arguing over trivia,

haggling between "overblown individuals," "im-

potent bureaucracy," and declined to attend further

meetings.

Another college president, and candidate for

SA president, said: "I am running because I think

the Senate could be very useful — but only as a tool

for coordination rather than control ... The Senate

should be a clearing-house, not creator of programs."

A candidate for external affairs vice president:

"The Student Association Senate has to change.

This past year the executive committee has manu-

factured negative work for itself. ... The Senate has

done nothing to coordinate any of the college

activities. It has been too busy looking outside the

Rice community. Time and money have been wasted

in organizations and projects that do not directly

affect this University."

The other candidate for SA president expressed

his ideas for government in this way: "Rice Uni-

versity's strength and vitality rests, in part, upon

its students. Our involvement within the University

can affect the quality of our education at Rice ... I

believe that students can be a motivating force

behind innovation and constructive change at Rice

...You can help to improve admission procedures,

curriculum, financial aid policy, the RMC, and many

other things, but first you must become involved

in the University."
A candidate for external affairs vice president:

"The main reason I find myself campaigning for the

office ..is. because of what I see as a crying need

for interaction between Rice students as individuals

and the community."

It seems clear that one position views the role of

student government as that of coordinator of college

activities and supporter of activities involving the

students as students in a direct fashion. The other

sees student government more actively involving

students in the life of the total University and

involving the University in the community at large.

What is unclear is the position of the students as

indicated by their vote. In a larger-than-usual turn-

out (up 100/0 from last year), they elected a president

who strongly favors student involvement in the

University at all levels including representation on

the Board of Governors. At the same time, how-

ever, they elected an external affairs vice president

(although narrowly ins run-off) who campaigned

against involvement in activities not directly con-

cerned with the University and who supported the

move last fall for abolition of the present format

student government. The suggested replacement
was a Cabinet of college presidents, but no campus-

wide officers.
It is probably safe to say that Rice students, like

the rest of us, do not speak with a single voice, vote

from some unknown combination of issues and

personalities of candidates, and are not entirely

satisfied with the government they presently have

but are not willing to throw out the form completely

and start with an unknown quantity. Is life behind

the hedges a microcosm of the "real world"?

Probably more than we think. — Martha Murphree

Or, J. Stuart Wilson

has been named vice chancellor for academic

affairs of Western Carolina University in Cullowhee.

N. C. Dr. Wilson also holds the position of professor

of English at WCU. Prior to this appointment he

was serving as dean for arts and sciences of the

State University of New York, College of Fredonia.

He and his wife, Hazel, and their children Jeff (15),

Jill (13). and Jason (4), are now residing in

Cullowhee.

Stanley Ray Winter

will receive his PhD from Stanford University this

May and start as an assistant professor of Chemistry

at the University of California, Irvine, on May 29th.

Stanley was in the Navy for four years following his

graduation from Rice in 1963.

64
Dale Gentry Miller

and her husband, Charles. are the parents of a

new son. Andrew George, born September 22, 1972.

They and their two other children Amanda (5) and

Alexander (2), live here in Houston.

Anna Gayle Ryan

was married to Ray Nardella in December and is

now in the doctoral program at the State University

of New York at Stony Brook. She and her husband

are living in Wading River, N.Y.

65
Glenn R. Brown

is working in the engineering test lab of General

Dynamics, Convair Aerospace Division, in Fort

Worth where he lives with his wife, Katie, a reporter

for the Fort Worth Star Telegram, and their

daughter, Danielle. Glenn is also working as a free

lance news photographer.

66
Dr. Barbara Guisti Doran

received her PhD in the history and philosophy of

science from Johns Hopkins University in 1972 and

is consulting part time at the Texas Medical Center

here in Houston. She and her husband, Charles,

an assistant professor of political science at Rice,

have a son. Charles, Jr., born in September, 1971.

67
William J. Doty, Jr.

has been promoted to manager of marketing

information systems for Eastern Airlines, and he,

his wife, Pat, and daughter, Chemine, former Rice

cheerleader mascot, will continue to live in Miami,

Fla.

Dr, W. Neil Johnson Ill

and Dibby Young Johnson 70

are living in Alexandria, Va., with their two year old

daughter Leigh. Neil is a research physicist at the

Naval Research Lab in Washington, D.C. Dr.

Johnson received his MS and PhD in space

sciences from Rice in 1972.

Stuart A. Long
and his wife. Judy. announce the birth of a

daughter, Meredith Leigh, born on August 28, 1972,

in Arlington. Mass., where Stuart is currently work-

ing on his PhD in applied physics at Harvard

University.

68
Doug Riden

and Peggy Tyler Riden '69

are the parents of Stephen Douglas who was born

October 15, 1972. They are presently residing in

San Antonio where Doug is stationed as an Air

Force Captain.

Robert Morris Oldberg

is doing graduate work in neurophysiology at the

University of Washington in Seattle. He is working

under Dr. John Palka, formerly with the biology

department here at Rice.

69
Michael Paul Finch

received his JD, magna cum laude, last December

from the University of Houston, Bates College of

Law, and is now practicing corporate law as an

associate with the firm of Vinson, Elkins, Searls,

Connally & Smith here in Houston.

David Hairston

and Eralyn McLarty Hairston '70

are now living in Dallas, where David is credit

analyst, national accounts, with the First National

Bank of Dallas. David received his MBA in finance

from Texas A&M last December, and was also named

to Beta Gamma Sigma, national honorary society.

70
Carlton C. Allen

is presently serving in the Navy as a Lt. (jg) aboard

the USS Poncharoula in the South China Sea. He

was married to Jaclyn S. Bird in June, 1971, in

Flushing, Mich. He received his MS in planetary

astronomy from the University of Arizona in 1972.

Don Sergio Vermacelli

has recently joined the Laborers' International

Union of North America, Local 1441, in Memphis,

Tenn., where he lives.

71
Steve A. Jackson

is living in Houston with his wife, Allison, and is

associated with Executive Income Analyses.

72
Or, Philip M. Pazich

a first lieutenant in the Air Force, is now on duty at

L. G. Hanscom Field, Mass., with a unit of the Air

Force Systems Command which manages research

and development of Air Force aerospace systems.

Charles W. Synnamon

is presently working toward his MBA from Southern

Methodist University in Dallas, Tex., where he is

employed as a credit analyst for Texas Bank and

Trust Co.

Where are you? What are you doing? Where do

you work? What are your current projects? What

honors have you received? Have you been married

recently, do you have children?

Drop us a line. We care.

Please include the following recent information under Class Notes for my class year  

New job

Recent degrees

Marriage

New arrivals

Honors

Other

Name

Address

Deaths

Ruben Scharff '16

77, of Groesbeck, Tex., died on December 28, 1972.

He was a member of the first class to attend Rice.

Mary Kane Varner '16

also a member of the first class, has passed away

in Houston.

H. Travis Long '18

died in January, 1972, in Carthage, Tex. He was 75.

H. A. Echols '21

of Houston, is deceased.

F. Wayne Silliman '22

died in July, 1972

Joseph C. Goulden '24

69, of Marshall, Tex., died on July 19,1972.

Dr. Harry S. Kessler '25

a physician in Houston, has died.

Dallas J. Matthews, Jr. '27

67,01 Jasper, Tex., died October 9, 1972.

Charles Carl Baggett '27

a Houston attorney, died February 25th. He received

his law degree from the University of Texas Law

School in 1929, and had been a member of the Texas

Bar for over 40 years. He was also a member of the

American Bar Association. He was 66.

George Jackson Winston '28

formerly a development engineer with Southwest

Bell Telephone in Dallas, is deceased.

Dr. David Harkness Black '29

died at 65 of a heart attack on April 28,1972, in

Houston.

William Morris Appel! '29

of Dallas, died December 5, 1972.

Harvey Norvell '31

64, died in Bay City, Tex., on February 1st

Mrs. Everett Hutcheson Seale '34

59, died in April, 1972, here in Houston.

Mary Anne Denman Willard '39

53, died June 1, 1972, in Bridgeport, Tex Mrs.

Willard was a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

James Sherman Rogers '60

died in Houston in January, at the age of 33

Dr. Keith James Carroll '62

who received his PhD from Rice in 1964, died

January 4th in Norman, Okla.

11
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Rice University Sallyport

Association of Rice Alumni

P.O. Box 1892

Houston Texas 77001

Changes continue in School of Architecture

In still another effort at innovation the Rice School
of Architecture has formed the Rice Design Alliance,

a community group for ideological and monetary
support of changes in architecture and architectural
education, and to provide a forum for community
involvement with architecture.

This two-fold function will be served by sponsor-

ing lectures, exhibits, participatory symposia, con-

tinuing education courses, a publication program,

special-interest overseas tours and other special

events planned for members and students.

The first of these will be a symposium on "Land-

Use Policies and Conflicts in Developing Houston,"

to be held April 23rd, from noon to 5 p.m. in Cohen

House. According to David A. Crane, dean of the
School of Architecture, "We recognize that trans-

portation is a problem in Houston and that the

energy crisis is a part of our building practices and

our misuse of land."

Keynote speaker for the symposium will be

Robert Gladstone, economic consultant and presi-
dent of Gladstone Associates of Washington, D.C.

Non-Profit Org.
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After lunch Crane will moderate the first of two

panels scheduled for the afternoon. The second

panel will be presented from 3104 p.m.

The panelists for the symposium include, Bob

Armstrong, Texas Land Commissioner; Don S.

Newman, district conservationist, Soil Conservation

Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Jack

McGinty, president, Houston Chapter, American

Institute of Architects; and George McGonigle,

president of Friendswood Development Corpora-

tion. Also, John Mixon, professor of law, University

of Houston, Bates College of Law, and lecturer,

Rice School of Architecture; Julio Laguarta, presi-

dent of Laguarta, Gavrel and Kirk, Inc., realtors;

and Charles Trost, director of planning, Houston-

Galveston area council.

Anyone interested in attending or wanting more

information on this RDA-sponsored event should

contact Ursula Turano at 528-4141. X252 or X1397.

RDA will also aid architecture students by sup-

porting such activities as the annual sophomore

field trip, the William Ward Watkin Travelling

fellowship, scholarships, special student activities

and visiting professorships. This year's sophomore

field trip to Chicago, Toronto and Montreal on

February 5th through 9th, was partially funded by

early response to the Alliance.

The need for the Alliance grew from a reorienta-

tion of goals and needs for the School of Architec-

ture as recognized by Crane and Director Alan Y.
Taniguchi. "If we have a problem with a limited
transportation system or with the overuse of energy,
and if people, not just poor people, are finding it
difficult to acquire acceptable housing that they
can afford, then the design and the value that we
place on what we are building is at fault," Crane
said.

"The Rice Design Alliance will widen off-campus

participation in these new dimensions of Rice Archi-
tecture," said Crane.
Membership in RDA is available at five different

levels: contributing member, $25 per year; student/
family member, $35 per year; sponsor (individual or
group), $100 per year; sustaining member (indi-

vidual or group), $250 per year; and patron (indi-

vidual or group), $500 per year. RDA's first mem-

bership meeting was held on March 12th and by

that date the Alliance had registered 65 and 70

paid members.

Serving on the board of directors for the Alliance

are 0. E. Peck Drennan, '56, president; Jay Tapp,

vice president; Juanita Jones McGinty, '56, secre-

tary; Alan Y. Taniguchi, treasurer; Lovett Baker;
Kurth Brown; William and Mollie Cannady; Bonnie
Crane; Carol Drennan; George Hagle; Julio
Laguarta; Richard Lilly; Barry Moore, '59, member-
ship chairman; Walter P. Moore, '27; and Kenneth
J. Peden, '57.

Rice Design Alliance

School of Architecture
P.O. Box 1892

Houston, Texas 77001

Please send me additional information on the Rice Design Alliance.

I would like to attend the symposium on "Land-use Politics and Conflicts in Developing Houston" to
be held April 23 from noon to 5 p.m. in Cohen House. I enclose $10 for the symposium
and $5 for lunch (optional).

Name Class

Address Zip
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