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Chronology of Masterson Appoinhnent
When Dr. William H. Master-

was publicly announced as
/ Ice's new president on Friday,

21, the campus moved into
a five-day period of concentrated
and orderly debate, dissension,

I aod action. Compiled below is a
Chronology of these events.

Last August, the Board of
l rustees embarked on a nation-

Wide search to find a new Presi-

Special Issue
This is a special issue of

Sallyport, devoted chiefly to
the appointment and subse-
quent resignation of Dr. Wil-
liam H. Masterson '35 as Rice's
President, and to the upcoming
Alumni-Governor election.
"Alumni Notes and News"

and other regular features will
return in the next issue.

lent for Rice. The Board chose
a Presidential Selection Commit-
tee from its own ranks to con-
duct the search, and invited a
reculty Advisory Committee to
ssist the Board in the selection
of a president.

In October the faculty elected
a six-man committee with Dr.
l'anz R. Brotzen, professor of

Materials science, as chairman.
1the Faculty Advisory Committee
lo turn invited two undergradu-
ates and one graduate student to
consult with them.
The Committee gathered in-

formation on 60 possible candi-
dates and on Feb. 10 forwarded
a list of five tentative suggestions
te the Board of Trustees. Dr. Mas-
terson's name was among the
larger group considered, but was
riot one of the five finally sub-
'flitted by the Faculty Advisory
Committee.

Although there was informal
c°otact between several Board
members and Dr. Brotzen, no

meetings were ever held be-
tween the Board's Selection Com-
mittee and the Faculty Advisory
Committee. Three of the names

submitted by the advisory group
were already under considera-
tion by the Board.

On Thursday afternoon, Feb.

20, Herbert Allen, Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Trustees, and
James U. Teague, another Trus-
tee, met with the Faculty Ad-
visory Committee to inform them
that Dr. Masterson had been
chosen as the new president. At
that time the official announce-
ment of Dr. Masterson's appoint-
ment was scheduled for Satur-

day, Feb. 22, at a press con-
ference after the new president

had been introduced to faculty

and students.
Word reached Houston from

Tennessee Thursday night, Feb.

20, that Dr. Masterson was to be
named President of Rice. By Fri-

day morning Feb. 21, the cam-

pus was swarming with rumors
about the appointment. It was
then decided to hold the press
conference as scheduled at noon

Saturday, but to inform the facul-

ty of the decision at a Friday af-

ternoon meeting.

At 2:00 p.m. Friday, follow-
ing a meeting of several college
presidents, Student Association

officers, and student members

of the Faculty Advisory Commit-
tee, Warren Skaaren, president
of the Student Association, issued
the following statement:

"Students and faculty alike
have long been proud of the
community that is Rice Univer-
sity. It has been a community
composed of students, faculty,
and administration acting togeth-
er in mutual trust, honesty, and
good faith. It was in this spirit
in which we accepted the respon-

sibility for giving our considera-

tion and time to the important

task of presidential selection. We

regret that at this time our good
faith and our efforts have been

ignored. We sincerely hope that

this event does not destroy the

spirit of community which has

made Rice a truly excellent

school."
Prior to the 4:00 p.m. faculty

meeting Friday, a petition taking

exception to the Board's decision

had been circulated among the
(Continued on Page 4)

Alumni - Governor Ballots
To Be Mailed April 15

Ballots for the first annual

Alumni-Governor election will be

mailed to all Rice alumni on
April 15. Candidates for the po-

sition are Dr. W. Maurice Ewing

'26, director of the Lamont Geo-
logical Laboratory, and Dr. John

P. Nash '38, vice-president for

research and engineering of the
Lockheed Missiles and Space Co.
One alumni representative to

the University's Board of Gover-
nors will be elected each year to
serve a four-year term. Printed
below is a sample ballot for the
election. In addition to the two
candidates nominated by the

Alumni Association who will ap-

pear on the ballot, space is pro-

vided for write-in candidates. Al-

so, if any names are placed in

nomination by certificate be-

tween the time this issue goes to

press and March 15, they will

appear on the ballot.

To be counted, the ballots must

be received prior to 12 noon,
Friday, May 16, in the office of

L. S. Shamblin, Secretary, William

Marsh Rice University, P.O. Box
2666, Houston, Texas 77001.

(See statements from candi-

dates on page 2.)

SAMPLE BALLOT
FOR

ALUMNI GOVERNOR
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF RICE UNIVERSITY

Four-Year Term Expiring 6-30-73
Nominees of Alumni Association

Li Dr. W. Maurice Ewing BA (Physics) 1926;
MA 1927; Ph.D. 1931

Director
Lamont Geological Laboratory
Palisades, New York 10964

Dr. John P. Nash MA (Math) 1938; Ph.D. 1940;
(BA Univ. of California)

Vice President
Research and Engineering
Lockheed Missiles and Space Company
Sunnyvale, California 94087

Signature



Alumni Executive Board Passes Resolution
(Printed below is the resolution passed by the Executive Board

of the Association of Rice Alumni at a closed meeting on Monday,
Feb. 24, along with the story behind the resolution.)
The Executive Board felt that, in addition to the resolution, alumni

should be informed as much as possible without violating confi-
dences, of the facts learned in the Feb. 24 meeting. Much of that
meeting was spent in getting facts, first-hand, from four student
and faculty members of the Faculty Advisory Committee on Presi-
dential Selection and from a member of the Board of Trustees.

The Executive Board was particularly concerned with the circum-
stances surrounding the formation of the Faculty Advisory Commit-
tee and its mandate. There is no written record, but it seems clear
that the concept of its formation was authorized by a telephone call
from an officer of the Board of Trustees to the University president's
office. The committee "was to give advice when requested and make
such suggestions as the committee saw fit" in the search for a
new president. There was no question of the committee's having veto
power. The Faculty Advisory Committee was then formed by proper
processes on campus.

Three of the five possible candidates for president eventually sub-
mitted by the Faculty Advisory Committee had already been in-
vestigated and rejected by the Board of Trustee's Selection Commit-
tee. Meanwhile, the Board's Selection Committee had been busy.
After a number of explorations, they found Dr. Masterson, as their
representative put it, fitting perfectly into their concept of Rice's new
president.
The Trustees made discreet inquiries among campus faculty about

Dr. Masterson's suitability. Then with understandable quietness ne-
gotiations were begun.

The hospitalization of H. Malcolm Lovett, Chairman of the Board,
and illness of Vice-Chairman Herbert Allen complicated possible
formal meetings between the Trustees and the Faculty Advisory
Committee.

The sequence of the next events is the key to the tragic series of
reactions. Dr. Masterson was signed and then the Faculty Advisory
Committee told of the appointment. There is general agreement that
these events should have been reversed.

Some of the faculty reacted vocally and negatively. At a Feb. 21
meeting to announce the appointment, the faculty voted against
the procedure of the appointment and the students supported then
in an orderly way. Opposition mushroomed until many supporters

of Dr. Masterson felt that in the campus-wide poll they had to vote
against him for his own sake.

There were two bright spots during the five-day period. One Was,
the steadfastness of the Board of Trustees, men who have given oi
the substance of their busy lives to Rice with no compensation. If
can never be said that they "backed down" on their decision, though,
there was a public apology for the process. Dr. Masterson resigned 01
his own volition.

Another favorable aspect was the dignity with which the students
conducted themselves. A Time reporter said that, of all the demon"
strations he had covered, the one at Rice was the most proper 
conducted.

In view of the crisis on campus it was felt that the Executive
Board should meet as the alumni representative to attempt to make,
whatever possible contribution it could for the welfare of the Uni-
versity as well as to evidence publicly the interest of the Associatie
in the present and future of the University.
Two members of the Executive Board voted against the resolution.

Perhaps other members who could not be present were not in con-
sonance with it. But the great majority of alumni correspondence
backs the spirit of the resolution.

Certainly Rice is going to need all her friends in the corning
months. The Alumni Association must and will be a constructive force.

THE RESOLUTION
After consultation with representatives of the Board of Trustees,

faculty, and students, the Executive Board of the Association of Ric!
Alumni feels that it is imperative that there be improved commurl!°
cations among the Board of Trustees, faculty, students, and alumni'
but recommends that it is in the best interest of the University f°1'
faculty, students, and alumni to unite behind the selection by the
Board of Trustees of Dr. William H. Masterson as President of Rice
University.

Ewing and Nash Respond to Appointment
The two candidates for Alum-

ni-Governor, Dr. W. Maurice
Ewing and Dr. John P. Nash,
were sent advance copies of the
reports on the appointment of
Dr. Masterson and asked to make
statements on the situation. Be-
low are their replies. —Editor

From Dr. W. Maurice Ewing:

I believe that to serve Rice
now one should offer construc-
tive suggestions to the Trustees
until their decision is made. Then
back that decision with all your
might even though it is not what

you preferred. Never mind how
we got in. What we need is a
way out.

From Dr. John P. Nash:

Like all former students of
Rice, I am proud of the accom-
plishments that have come from
the combined efforts of the stu-
dents, faculty and administration.
Having konwn Presidents Lovett,
Houston and Pitzer, I have faith
in the executives chosen to ad-
minister the affairs of the Uni-
versity—men who have always

sallyport
John Durham, Editor John B. Evans, Managing Editor

Published four times a year by the Association of Rice Alumni
Member, American Alumni Council

Subscription, $2.00 per year, 50c per copy. Free to all former stu-
dents, members of the senior class, faculty and staff of Rice Univer-
sity. Editorial offices, second floor, Rice Memorial Center. Address all
correspondence to: Alumni Office, Rice University, P.O. Box 1892,
Houston, Texas 77001.

done so in a way that has made
Rice continually rise in stature
in the academic community.

It is unfortunate that there was
a breakdown in communication
in connection with the appoint-
ment of Dr. Masterson. But hav-
ing talked with representatives
of the students, faculty, and
Board of Governors, I am con-
vinced that although it was very
distressing for everyone con-
cerned, it was no more than an
honest misunderstanding. I am
sure that all members of the Rice
community are
together in the
increase Rice's
society.

America's colleges and univer-

sities are going through a transi-
tional period and Rice has an
opportunity to provide leader-
ship during the difficult years
ahead. We must all work togeth-
er to help provide that opportu-
nity and I have confidence in our
ability to do so.

anxious to work
mutual desire to
contribution to

Castaneda Named
New WRC Master

Dr. James A. Castaneda, Pre'
fessor of Spanish, will becorre
Master of Will Rice College In
mid-May. Dr. James Street Fulton,

present Will Rice College 
Master

and professor of philosophy, .re-
tires from his master's posit

after serving the college the 1.21
years since it opened. He WI'
continue his teaching and re'
search duties in the philosoPhY
department.

Alumna's Daughter

Admitted to Rice
In the list of alumni offspring

admitted under Rice's early de,-
cision plan printed in last month!

Sallyport, one name was accv

dentally omitted: Miss AO

Lynne Vondy, daughter of At
and Mrs. Lyndon Andrew Vonc"
(Elizabeth Krause '46), New 

or

leans, La.
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First Rice Grad
Dies in Houston
Edmund McAshan Dupree,

Rice's first graduate, died in

Houston on March 4. He was the

first student to register at the

Rice Institute in 1912, and he

received the Institute's first de-

gree in 1916. During Rice's Semi-

Centennial celebration, Dupree

donated his degree to the Fon-

dren Library.

Lockwood Dies
Rice Governor
Mason G. Lockwood, a mem-

ber of Rice's Board of Governors
and founder of the engineering
firm of Lockwood, Andrews and

Newman, died in Houston at the

age of 65 on Feb. 22.

After attending Austin College,

Lockwood entered Rice in 1925

and graduated two years later as
an electrical engineer. He was

President of the Houston Cham-
ber of Commerce in 1959. He
Was also president of the Texas

Society of Professional Engineers

In 1950 and was named Engineer
of the Year by that organization

in 1955. will

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR.
Seminar Speaker

Buckley To Speak
At Spring Seminar

Noted conservative William F.
Buckley Jr. will be the main
speaker at the annual Alumni
Spring Seminar, Monday, April
14. He will speak on "The Indi-
vidual in a Mass Society" at 8
p.m. in the Grand Hall of the
Rice Memorial Center.

Buckley's talk will be followed
by a discussion period with a
panel of six Rice faculty, stu-
dents, and alumni. Participants
on the panel are Dr. Gilbert Cuth-
bertson, assistant professor of
political science; Dr. Alan Matu-
sow, associate professor of his-
tory; Warren Skaaren, president
of Rice Student Association; John

R. Hays Jr., president of the Rice
Young Republicans; Claude Maer
'40, an attorney with Holland and
Hart in Denver, Col.; and T.
Frank Glass Jr. '39.

Seating capacity of the Grand
Hall is only 1000, and over 800
requests for tickets have already
been received. Admission for
Rice Alumni is free, but tickets
must be obtained on a first-come,
first-served basis from the Associ-
ation of Rice Alumni, P.O. Box
1892, Houston, Texas 77001. An
order blank for tickets appeared
in the last issue of "Sallyport."
Deadline for ordering tickets is
April 1.

Alumni To Help Evaluate Rice Education
Rice alumni will soon be asked course content and value, degree

to evaluate their years at Rice as plans, extra curricular activities

part of a broad, two-year analy- and others.
sis of the University's undergrad- The study is being carried out

uate programs. by the Committee on Evaluation
of the Undergraduate Experience,
chaired by Dr. Ronald Sass, pro-

fessor of chemistry. Membership

consists of five faculty members,
three students, two alumni and

Questionnaires are being pre-

pared and will be mailed to each

alumnus later in the Spring. Sub-

jects covered in the questionnaire

include teaching quality, one member of the Board of

Trustees.
Alumni opinions are expected

to be particularly useful to the
committee because of the pers-

pective gained by alumni since
graduation.
When the study is completed,

the committee's findings will be

used to determine what changes
may need to be made in the un-

dergraduate programs.

Rice Situation Was 'Unique' in 1960s
"The events at Rice appear to

be unique in the nationwide stu-

dent protests of the 1960's," ac-

cording to the Houston Chronicle.

Most students, faculty, and ad-

ministrators would agree.

The faculty-student protest

against the appointment of Dr.

William H. Masterson, former

Rice history professor and dean

of humanities, as the new presi-

dent was accompanied by neither

violence nor confrontation.

In the only demonstration,

over 1000 students and faculty,

dressed mostly in coats and ties,

marched silently from the gym

to Lovett Hall. The only sign

read, "Faculty and Students

United."

The students, in fact, protested
more in support of the faculty
than in their own behalf. An of-

ficer of the Student Association
said, "The faculty are the people
Who have been the determining

factors behind this. This protest

has been students in support of

the faculty."

The student resolution adopted

SALLYPORT

at the Saturday meeting was al-

most identical in wording to the

one adopted by the faculty the

day before.

Praise for student conduct

came from widespread sources.

The Houston Chronicle said in

an editorial, "Although The

Chronicle does not agree with

the protesting members of the

faculty and student body, it com-

mends them for the gentlemanly

and orderly manner in which

they are expressing their pro-

test." The Houston Post said, "The

students were well dressed and

well behaved."

Chief Executive Officer W. E.

Gordon commented, "It was re-

freshing to see the mature, digni-

fied response of the student

body." Dr. Masterson himself

said, "I have the highest regard

for the student leadership at

Rice."

When Dr. Masterson resigned,

there was no triumphal gloating

by the faculty or students. Dr.

David H. Nissen, assistant profes-

sor of economics, said the resig-

nation "was not greeted on cam-

pus as a victory of one faction

over another.

"Nobody said, 'We beat the

Trustees.' Rather it was a victory

for ideals dear to the university.

I think we all realized for the

first time that the Trustees have

special problems and that they

deal with special values. They

have done an excellent job for

the university and Rice has pro-

gressed greatly under their lead-

ership."

The students did not view the

resignation of Dr. Masterson as

establishing a veto power for

students or faculty over the

Board of Trustees. They readily

recognized that the Board has

the legal authority and responsi-

bility to select the school's presi-

dent. They made no demands of

the Board; only one "emphatic

request."

The vice-president of the Stu-

dent Association pointed out that

the purpose of the campus-wide

poll was to measure the extent

of opinion about the presidential

appointment. "It was meant only

to be used in an advisory capaci-

ty by the Trustees and Dr. Master-

son," he said.
From the beginning the stu-

dents' protest was aimed at what

they considered to be a "breach

of faith" by the Board. They felt

that the Trustees had promised

the faculty a voice in the selection

of a president and had then ig-'

nored that pledge.
Herbert Allen, vice-chairman

of the Board, admitted that the

Trustees had made a mistake in

the procedure, but he reaffirmed

their intention to stick by their

decision. He noted that the re-

sponsibility to choose a president

for Rice was one that could not

be legally delegated by the

Board to any group.
Perhaps one student leader

summed up the situation best

when he said, "We have estab-

lished that there is a certain lack

of communication among the dif-

ferent elements of the Rice com-

munity. The problem we all have

now is to effectively improve

those communications."
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Masterson Named President,
Resigns Before Taking Office
(Continued from page 1)

faculty and had gathered 61 sig-
natures. The petition read:
"The faculty of Rice University

vigorously protests the proce-
dures used to select the new
president. Specifically, the facul-
ty objects that the student-faculty
committee, which was requested
by the Board and duly elected,
was not consulted about the final
appointment. We emphatically re-
quest that this appointment be
reconsidered after appropriate
consultation with the faculty-
student presidential selection
committee."

At the faculty meeting, chaired
by Chancellor Carey Croneis, and
attended by most of Rice's 325
faculty members, Herbert Allen
announced the appointment of
Dr. Masterson. He said that at a
Feb. 14 meeting, six Trustees and
eight Governors had "in unani-
mous and wholehearted consen-
sus, approved the appointment."

After the faculty petition was
presented, Allen said, "I sense
the rejection of the Board's pro-
cedure, but I hope that you will
accept this as an honest mistake
and accept this man (Masterson).
I ask that you give him what
every man deserves—a chance,"

Students Meet
The faculty then divided the

petition into two parts and voted
on them in the form of resolu-
tions. The first resolution con-
tained the first two sentences of
the petition and was passed by a
large majority. The second resolu-
tion was the last sentence of the
petition, which "emphatically" re-
quested the Board to reconsider.
It passed by a vote of 91 to 57,
with a large number of absten-
tions.

Simultaneous with the faculty
meeting, a student meeting, at-
tended by about 450, was held.
The only formal action taken at
this meeting was to announce a
teach-in on the Masterson ap-
pointment.

Saturday morning, Feb. 22, the
teach-in began at 10:30 in the
Rice gymnasium. Attendance was
about 1200.

At the close of the teach-in,
the students voted on a resolu-
tion which was identical with the
faculty petition circulated the day
before (with the word "students"
substituted for "faculty"). The
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resolution passed by a vote of
951 to 7, with 23 abstentions.
After the vote was taken at 11:30
the teach-in adjourned. Students
and faculty, almost all of them
in coats and ties, organized out-
side the gym and staged an or-
derly march to the front of Lovett
Hall.

Dr. Masterson began his press
conference at noon Saturday in
the Faculty Club.

'In the Middle'
Dr. Masterson said he had not

had a chance to familiarize him-
self with all the details, but "due
to an unfortunate breakdown in
communications between two or
more essential elements that
make a university," he found
himself "in the middle of a situa-
tion that exists through no fault
of anyone in particular."

Dr. Masterson said the legal
question of the Board's responsi-
bility to choose a president must
be separated from the moral and
philosophical questions. "Legally,
the responsibility of selecting a
president rests with the Trust-
ees," he noted.

Allen said the Board would be
glad to meet with any members
of the Faculty Advisory Commit-
tee, but there would be no recon-
sideration of the Board's appoint-
ment. "That would be like calling
back yesterday," he said. "We
regret, more than we can say,
the misunderstanding."

After the press conference, Dr.
Masterson walked to the east
side of Lovett Hall, where some
500 students were still gathered.
He spoke with them, using a
hand speaker, for about 25 minu-
tes.

Speaks to Students
Between 2:30 and 6:00 p.m.,

Dr. Masterson met with a group
of student leaders, including the
seven college presidents, the
president and vice-president of
the Student Association, and the
three student members of the
Faculty Advisory Committee. Then
he conferred with several facul-
ty members, and later with
several Trustees. At 10:30 p.m.,
Dr. Masterson met again with
student leaders until about 1:00
a. m.
Sunday morning, Feb. 23, Dr.

Masterson returned to Chattanoo-
ga. Shortly after noon Sunday,
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the same student leaders that had
met with Dr. Masterson the night
before, issued a statement re-
gretting that he would not be
holding further meetings imme-
diately. They called on the Board
of Trustees to recognize the
urgency of the situation created
by the appointment.

Early Sunday afternoon various
alumni in all parts of the country
were asked to express their feel-
ings on the Masterson appoint-
ment. The Alumni Association re-
ceived more than 100 telegrams
supporting the appointment. Few-
er than 50 were opposed.

Campus Polled
At 4:00 p.m. Sunday Rice's

Chief Executive Officer, Dean W.
E. Gordon met with about 20 stu-
dents and faculty. They decided
to conduct a campus-wide poll
the next day on the issue of
Rice's president.
Monday, Feb. 24, balloting

took place from 8:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m. The ballot read:

"Circle one of the following:
I. I approve of the procedure

used in the selection.
I disapprove of the proce-
dure used in the selection.

Given the present situation:
II. I approve of the choice

made by the Board of
Trustees.
I disapprove of the choice
made by the Board of
Trustees."

The results of the poll were
tallied Monday afternoon, but
were not made public. The totals
were delivered at 6:00 p.m. to
a member of the Board by Dean
Gordon and Warren Skaaren,
President of the Student Associa-
tion.

Masterson Resigns
Eighteen members of the Ex-

ecutive Board of the Association
of Rice alumni met at noon Mon-
day to consider the Masterson
appointment. (See page 2).

Tuesday morning, Feb. 25, Dr.
Masterson telephoned Herbert
Allen that he was forwarding this

letter of resignation addressed to

H. Malcolm Lovett, Chairman of

the Board of Governors:
"As you know, the Trustees of

Rice University, in the exercise of

their exclusive right and respon-

sibility, did me the honor of
electing me president of the Uni-

versity. My election to the presi-
dency is an honor I will alwaYs
cherish, and I am deeply grateful

to you and your distinguished

colleagues for the confidence You
have placed in me.

"Nonetheless, I do not believe
it to be in the best interests of

the University for me to under-

take the duties of the presidencY
in the midst of controversy re-

lated to the method of my selec-

tion. To do so would create un-

necessary dissension among the

University's community of gover-

nors, faculty, students and staff.

"Entirely upon my initiative

and responsibility, therefore, I
submit my resignation effective

this date."

Board Accepts
Lovett announced at 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday the Board had accepted

with regret the resignation of
Dr. Masterson.

Shortly after the resignation

was announced, Dean Gordon

and Warren Skaaren, on behalf

of faculty and students, sent this

telegram to Dr. Masterson:
"The faculty and students of

Rice University, as represented

by the Academic Department

Chairmen, the College Presidents,

and the Student Association Of"
ficers wish to express their deeP

gratitude for your statesmanshiP

in the action you have taken with
regard to the University's dilenl-

ma. You have again demon-

strated your devotion to Rice.
"We regret the personal strain

and suffering that this expel'

ence has caused you and Your
family and send you our heart;

felt wishes for your success ana

well-being."
Dr. Masterson will becorne,

Chancellor of the University °T

Chattanooga later this year.
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