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Memories Of
Homecoming
1916 - 1966

Nostalgic reminiscence, happy
reunions and singular tributes
marked the celebration of the
Golden Anniversary Homecoming
of 1966, honoring the Class of
1916—the first ever to graduate
from Rice. The weekend of No-
vember 10-12 was filled with
justifiable pride in the growth
and maturity of Rice as an educa-
tional institution, and in the ac-
complishments of its alumni.

This issue of Sallyport is de-
voted exclusively to that celebra-
tion, in order that it may be long
remembered.

At the Golden Anniversary
Homecoming Banquet November
11, the main speaker was H.
Malcolm Lovett, a member of the
Rice Board of Trustees, who was
a boy of ten when the first class
of seventy-seven students en-
tered Rice on September 23,
1912. He remembered the admo-
nition of his father, Edgar Odell
Lovett, who was Rice's first Pres-
ident, of "Scholarship first,
scholarship second, and scholar-
ship third," which was the by-
Word in the early years of the
University.

Recalling the morning in June
of 1916, when thirty-six grad-
uates received the first degrees
from Rice, Mr. Lovett told of the
impressive aspect of the academ-
ic procession, led by his father,
the Reverend Peter Gray Sears,
and Professor Harold A. Wilson,
Who was resplendent in velvet
het and crimson academic robe.
A child in the audience was over-
awed by the majesty of it all.
As ". . . the nine o'clock sun over
the Administration Building
struck Mr. Wilson's robe, the
child turned and rushed toward

(Continued on page 4)

The academic procession at the first Rice graduation, 1916, was headed (L-R) by Prof. Harold A. Wilson,
Rev. Peter Gray Sears and President Edgar Odell Lovett. There were.36 graduates in the class.

(Above) The first student to enroll at Rice,
Edmund Dupree, left, received the first diplo-
ma. Lel Red, right, was the first woman gradu-
ate. With them is Dr. Lovett.
(Above Left) At the Golden Anniversary

Homecoming Banquet Miss Red was given a
bouquet by alumni director John Evans.

(Left) A greeting was prepared at the Fron-
tier Five reunion for Edmund Dupree, who was
in Hermann Hospital. Left to right are: Dr. R.
A. Tsanoff, Trustee Distinguished Professor of
Humanities, Dr. Hubert E. Bray, '18, Harry M.
Bulbrook, '16 and William Nathan, '16.



Events To To Be Long Remembered
1-4 At the Homecoming brunch, alumni

President Charles Hamilton presents Meritori-
ous Service Awards to (1) Miss Sarah Lane, '19;
(2) Dr. Floyd Lear, Trustee Distinguished Pro-
fessor of History; (3) Miss Pender Turnbull, '19;
(4) Dr. Hugh Welsh, '20. An award was also
read for Edmund Dupree, '16, who was unable
to attend.

5. Members of the Classes of 1916 through
1920, who call themselves the Frontier Five
Group, are shown at a reunion at the Cohen
House Thursday night, November 10.

6. Seated at the head table for the Golden
Anniversary Homecoming Banquet are, left to
right, Mrs. J. S. Abercrombie, George R. Brown
and Mrs. Harry Caruthers Wiess.

7. Left to right are Mrs. George R. Brown,
J. S. Abercrombie and Mrs. Edward W. Kelly,
at the banquet.

8. The first Alumni Gold Medal Distinguish-
ed Service Award since 1959 is presented by
President Kenneth S. Pitzer to Mrs. George R.
Brown.

9. George R. Brown, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, receives the Gold Medal Award
and scroll from Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby.

10. H. Malcolm Lovett, Rice Trustee and son
of the first President of the University, was
main speaker at the banquet

11. Student James Doyle displays the trophy
recently won by the record-breaking Rice G.E.
College Bowl Team.

12. Miss Bessie Bankhead, '16, of Seattle,
Washington, receives a gift of Rice china for
traveling the farthest to attend Homecoming.

13. The Grand Hall of Rice Memorial Center
is jammed for the Homecoming brunch on Sat-
urday, November 12.

14. A tribute is paid to the founder of the
University with a wreath laid at the base of
the statue of William Marsh Rice.

15. A Meritorious Service Award honoring
the late Professor J. I. Davies is presented to
Mrs. Davies by Charles Hamilton.

16. Dr. John T. Smith receives an alumni
past president's honor scroll from President
Hamilton.
17 thru 22 Shown speaking at the Home-

coming brunch are (17) Dr. J. R. Sims, '41; (18)
Miss H. Lel Red, '16; (19) William Nathan, '16;
(20) Elmer E. Shutts, '16; (21) The Rev. Oscar
Green, '16; (22) Dr. Norman Ricker, '16.





Alumni president Charles Hamilton presents membership pins to
Harry Bulbrook for the entire Class of 1916, as charter members in
the Golden Fifty R Club. Bulbrook was named permanent president
of the class. Rice Chancellor Carey Croneis, left, was banquet emcee.

Alumni director John Evans presents a bouquet to Miss Alice
Dean, '16, who helped the first Rice faculty get the campus library
started, and served as acting librarian for over twenty years.

After the banquet, Mr. and Mrs. George R. Brown chat with the
Reverend Oscar Green, '16, center, who performed their marriage
ceremony. He was also their best man.
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her mother with a light of recog-
nition in her eyes, calling, "Oh
Mama, Mama, here comes Lord
Jesus'."

Highlight of the Homecoming
Banquet was the presentation to
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Brown
of Alumni Gold Medal Distin-
guished Service Awards. Mr.
Brown was a freshman pre-med
student at Rice when the first
class graduated in 1916. The
first Rice alumnus to serve on its
Boards of Governors, he is now
Chairman of the Rice Board of
Trustees. His award was present-
ed by Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby,
Editor and Publisher of The Hous-
ton Post, who characterized Mr.
Brown as, "A 20th century phe-
nomenon, willing always to
serve his nation, serve his gov-
ernment, and serve his civiliza-
tion."

President Kenneth S.- Pitzer
presented the Gold Medal Award
to Mrs. Brown, calling her,
". . . a lady who has in her very
special way served Rice Univer-
sity with distinction and charm
for many years."

"This I Remember" was the
title of a talk given by Miss H. Lel
Red, '16, at the brunch on Satur-
day, November 12. She recalled,
". . . those courageous women
who, though unwanted, insisted
on enrolling in mathematics,
physics, chemistry, German and
English. As I look back on those
days, we must have seemed like
a nest of young birds clamoring
for food, for we were fed freely,
all we could contain."

Elmer E. Shutts, '16, spoke on
"Rice Prior to 1912," telling of
the University's founder William
Marsh Rice exploring the forests
of Louisiana, where he purchased
50,000 acres of the finest timber
which was later transferred into
an endowment fund for the Uni-
versity.

Speaking on "Science — Then

and Now," Dr. Norman H. Ricker,

'16, forecast a greater realization
of the importance of mathematics
in furthering the acquisition of
new knowledge in science and
other areas as well. "It will in-
deed play an important part in
solving some of the many social
problems which harass our lives
today."

The Reverend Oscar F. Green/
'16, speaking on "The Greatest

Argument for Religion," said
"One difference between the
scene in 1916 and 1966 is that

in 1916 we took religion for

granted. Now we don't." He
said the theory of the "God is
Dead" theologians need not dis-
turb us. "All they have proved is
that their images of God are out-

moded."
A member of the Class of

1941, who celebrated its Silver

Anniversary at this year's Home-
coming, Dr. J. R. Sims, Rice Cam-
pus Business Manager, spoke on
"Rice Today." He paid tribute to

the Board of Governors with the
observation that in 1941 the net

assets of the University were ap-
proximately $15 million. By June

of this year they had grown 10
almost $80 million.

That Rice will continue to groW
was virtually assured by the en-
thusiasm displayed at the Golden
Anniversary Homecoming. At-

torney William Nathan, '16, pin-
pointed the spirit of that growth,
recalling the inscription on a

placque above a Lovett Hall

column. It reads, "Love, beauty,
joy, and worship are forever

building, unbuilding, and re-

building in each man's soul.„
Speaking on "Rice And The LaW,
he forsaw a continued expansion
into the kind of educational in'
stitution that Dr. Lovett had
mind when, fifty years ago, the
Class of 1916 was urged t°
"Scholarship . . . scholarship . • •
scholarship."
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