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Homecoming Set for Rice-Ark. Week.end;
Pitzer States
Classes Will Be Honored Nov. 8-9
Views On Rice Ten
The homecoming game will beHomecoming activities this year a.m. in the Grand Hall of the
At a recent regular meeting of
the alumni board, President Pitzer
made the following observations:
A. Rice has always strived for
excellence in both undergraduate
and graduate education and will
continue to do so. There is currently a great increase in demand
for graduate work to which Rice
should respond, but this should be
done in a way to strengthen rather
than weaken the undergraduate
program.
I believe the fraction of graduate students among the total student body should not exceed onethird. All of our planning calls for
a continued emphasis on the undergraduate program.
The present enrollment of Rice
is 1,735 undergraduates and 489
graduate students for a total enrollment of 2,224.
Inquiry discloses that there are
40 freshmen students who are
children of alumni, representing
5 8 Rice graduates. This represents 10 per cent of the freshman
class.

B. We live in a day of rapid
expansion in science and engineering. Therefore, we must be careful to insure that other parts of
our academic program, namely the
humanities, receive the same
amount of attention.
New faculty are being added in
the humanities, as well as, new departments formed when appropriate. Here again a serious effort
will be made to strengthen all
aspects of our programs including
additions to both the physical
plant and the volumes in the
Library.
C. Many questions are raised
concerning federal government
programs. Each proposal or agreement in this area is carefully reviewed to be sure the program is
one which is appropriate to the
University and which Rice would
carry out with its own funds if
these were sufficient. Almost all
proposals originate from the Rice
faculty and are for grants in support of the research programs of
the faculty and students.

under the chairmanship of Mrs.
John Bybee (Margaret Gready
'30) will begin Friday, November
8 with the annual Association of
Rice Alumni banquet to be held
at 7: 30 p.m. in the Grand Hall of
the Rice Memorial Center.
Speaker for the evening will be
the Honorable Albert Thomas,
United States Representative.
Honor guests at the banquet
will be the following Rice faculty members who will be presented scrolls for distinguished service: Professor Joseph Lloyd Battista, Professor James Chillman
Jr., Coach Cecil Burkett Grigg,
Professor Arthur J. Hartsook, and
Dr. Alan Dugald McKill~p.
The Rice Chamber Orchestra
under the direction of Arthur Hall
will provide music and the Rice
choral group under the direction
of Dr. Wayne Bedford will sing.
The invocation will be given by
Paul Pfeiffer. Chairmen for the
evening are Mr. and Mrs. A. Ross
Rommel ( Mary Jane Hale '3 7 ) ,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Eubank
Jr. '51 (Nancy Moore '55), and
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Davis,
Feb. '44 (Patricia Jarrard '47).
On Saturday, November 9, the
traditional tribute to the founder of
Rice University will be held at
10: 15 a.m. with the Class of 1938
in charge of the wreath laying
ceremonies at the tomb. Representing their class will be President
Sam W. Cruse and vice-president
Mrs. W. J. Hudspeth (Billie
Byers). Honor guard for the ceremony will be the Army and Navy
ROTC.
Homecoming registration will
begin at 10: 30 a.m. in the lobby
of the Memorial Center Building.
Chairmen of the registration
committee include Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Worden (Helen Saba '38);
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Rack '38
(Elizabeth Philbrook '43); Mrs.
James D. Watson (Martha Farmer '38); Mrs. John P. Hildebrandt
(Mildred O'Riordan '38); and
Mrs. Merle D. Hatfield (Mary
Jane McGaffey '38).
Publicity chairman is Mrs. John
Sellingsloh (Dorothy J. Dayton
'44).
The Brunch is scheduled for 11

Memorial Center with Everett
Collier '3 7, president of the Association of Rice Alumni, to preside.
The Rev. Scott Field Bailey will
give the invocation.
Featured speaker for the brunch
will be Dr. John Nash '38. Dr.
Nash is currently vice president of
Research and Engineering for
Lockheed Missile and Space Company.
Sam W. Cruse '38, Mrs. William J. Hudspeth (Billie Byers
'38), Mr. and Mrs. William J.
Rodge '38, and Floy King '39 will
be in charge of the brunch arrangements.
At the conclusion of the brunch
at approximately 12: 30 p.m., the
annual meeting of the alumni and
the board of representatives will
be held in Grand Hall, followed at
12:45 p.m. by a meeting of the
Board of Directors.

gin at 2 p.m. in Rice Stadium as
the Owls meet the Arkansas Razorbacks in a conference tilt. During halftime, the Homecoming
Queen will be crowned from nominees submitted by the student
body.
Immediately following the
game, a reception will be held in
the Memorial Center Building
with Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bel Fay
( Homoiselle Haden '30) and Miss
Camile Coulter '51, as co-chairmen. The Association of Rice
Alumni will be host to the alumni.
Reservations for the November
8 banquet, which is $5.50 per person, and for the November 9
brunch, which is $1. 7 5 per person, may be made by filling out
the coupon in this issue and mailing it to the Alumni Office, P. 0.
Box 1892, Houston 1, Texas.

Albert Thomas, John P. Nash
To Speak at Alumni Functions
Two Rice alumni who have distinguished themselves in the fields
of politics and science-the Hon.
Albert Thomas '20, United States
Representative from the 8th District; and Dr. John P. Nash '38,
vice-president and assistant general manager of the research and
development division of Lockheed
Missiles and Space Company-

will be the main speakers at the
Rice Homecoming November 8
and 9.
Rep. Thomas will speak at the
November 8 banquet on the topic
"The Future of Rice University
and the Alumni's Part in It."
Albert Thomas is in his 27th
year of service as a US Repre( Continued on Page 4)
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CJeen J ezvo us

With Harriet Allen Talbot '36-Portrait Painter
By MARY JANE (HALE) ROMMEL
Gaining recognition as one of
Houston's most outstanding· portrait painters is Harriet Allen Talbot ( Mrs. Charles Talbot), Class
of 1936.
Harriet and her identical twin,
Elizabeth ( wife of Thomas H.
Hale, Rice '33) were born in Tam-

SHAMROCK MODEL

pico, Mexico where their father,
George W. Allen, was owner of
the Gulf-view Citrus Fruit Nurseries.
Because of turbulent conditions
in Mexico, the three month old
twins, their parents, and at least
a thousand other Americans had
to be evacuated. Eventually the

JANIE
ROMMEL

SUZANNE
(WOOD) GILL

A£etter ...

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Several members of the executive board of the Association of Rice
Alumni have asked the president to devote a column to the relationship
between the Alumni Association and the administration of the University. The board members said they often are questioned by alumni on
how the Association operates.
Most alumni associations operate independently of their universities.
A relative few are well integrated into their universities, even with the
universities doing the fund-raising among alumni.
The Association of Rice Alumni falls in neither of these categories.
It has a somewhat unique relationship to Rice University.
The Association of Rice Alumni is an autonomous body on policymaking. Its elected executive board makes the decisions for the Association, and it does its own fund-raising.
The officers and executive board members of the Association work in
close contact with the administration of the University. By invitation,
Dr. Kenneth Pitzer, president, and Dr. Carey Croneis, chancellor, attend most meetings of the executive board. The two officials, and
occasionally representatives of the Board of Governors, keep the executive board informed on important plans for the University.
In turn, Association officers keep the administration informed on all
matters which in any way involve the University.
The alumni organization has been able to enjoy this advantageous
relationship without losing· any of its autonomy.
There are three phases of alumni activity which are a direct part of
the University's operation:
1. The Alumni Association operates under a budget approved by the
Board of Governors of the University. The president and the treasurer
( Bob \Villiams) of the Alumni Association approve expenditures under
the alumni budget and these items then are actually paid by the University business office.
2. The Alumni Association operates the Placement Office for the
University. The Rice Placement Office, run by Mary Leatherwood
under the general supervision of Alumni Executive Secretary John
Evans, has won commendations from other universities and from prospective employers.
3. The Alumni Association provides one of the seven voting members of the University's Committee on Outdoor Sports, which runs the
athletic department of Rice.
The alumni budget is no small operation . The 1963-64 budget is
$77,572, of which $45,110 is for salaries of employees in the alumni
office. $32,312 is for office operation and alumni programs, and $150
for new equipment.
The alumni fund drive last year raised more than $110,000, a real
achievement compared with past efforts, but still little more than the
organization spends on its own operation.
Yet, the primary purpose of the Alumni Association is to help the
University.
The University had a $150,000 deficit in its operation last year.
Wouldn't it be fitting if the Alumni Association could raise that amount
this year above its own budget, and make up the deficit?
-EVERETT COLLIER
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family moved to Houston.
Harriet's early school years
were spent in Montrose Elementary, Sidney Lanier Junior High
and San Jacinto High School. She
entered Rice Institute and was
graduated with a BA in 1936 after
actively part1c1pating 111 many
student affairs.
Pretty and popular, she was
vice-president of the Pallas Athene
Literary Society, vice-president of
the Student Council and participated in the annual May Fetes,
rounding off her last year as Senior Duchess.
Harriet has shouldered alumni
responsibilities when called upon
by serving as Class Agent for six
years and on various homecoming
committees.
After g·raduation, while living
in Washington, D. C ., Harriet attended art classes at the Corcoran
Art Galleries and served as a R ed
Cross volunteer in Arts and Skills
at Walter Reed Hospital.
Creative Harriet always liked to
do things with her hands. At an
early age, she exhibited a flair for
art by beautiful poster work,
painting hankerchiefs for gifts,
and by continually sketching· family and friends.
This talent, coupled with an
abstract quality of perception, led
to a unique career in the development of the Model Display Company of Houston which was a
joint venture with a Baytown,
Texas architect - Lowell Lammers.
Working from blueprints and
sketches, she brought to life many
models of homes, building·s, and
apartments which are now landmarks around the city. Her work
included the Industrial State Bank
for Wendel Ley ( Class of '32),
buildings for architects Talbot

( '34), Irwin Morris
Wilson
( '35), and Card Elliot ( '35), and
a Home Show house model for
the late Tom Brummett ('33).
For Foster Wheeler Corporation she built models of two large
oil refineries under construction at
Sucre and Cochabamba, Bolivia.
Other models, some of which
were featured from time to time
in magazines and newspapers included MacKie and Kamrath's
University of Texas Dental College
located in the Texas Medical Center in Houston; the Shamrock Ho-

TRISHA, HARRIET, LIZA HOUCK
Daughters of
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Houck Jr.
(Pat West '46) and Nieces of Artist

ARTIST'S HUSBAND

ARTIST AND MODEL-All Rice Alumni, Mr. and Mrs. James A. Fife
Jr. '33 (Gertrude Manford '36), their daughter, Annita Fife '58, and
Artist Harriet Talbot '36 pose with the formal portrait of Annita that
Mrs. Talbot painted in 1962.
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Honor classes this year are all those ending in "3" and "8,"
and the 25th Anniversary Class is the Class of 1938.

1923
Coffee Meeting-Saturday, November 9 in the Fondren Library
Lecture Lounge at 8:45 a.m. Coffee will be served in the
foyer. Contact Mrs. E. A. Clarke at MA 3-4255.

1938
Cocktails and Dinner-Saturday, November 9 in the Petroleum
Club of the Humble Building. Cocktails at 6:30 p.m. and dinner at 7:30 p.m. in celebration of the 25th reunion. Contact
Mrs. James D. Watson at MO 7-2880.

1943
Cocktails-Saturday, November 9 in the El Charro Room of the
International Club of the Shamrock-Hilton Hotel from 7 to 9
p.m. Reservations are $5.00 per person and shou}d be made in
advance. Checks and reservations should be mailed to Oscar
Cadwallader, P.O. Box 1404, Houston 1, Texas.

1953
Cocktail Buffet-Saturday, November 9 in the Varsity Room of
the College Inn from 7 to 9 p.m. Contact Bass Wallace at MO
7-0909.
RETURNING TO THE NEST-These two owls from the Class of 1938
are welcomed to their silver anniversary celebration by two of the
permanent class officers, William J. Rogde, secretary-treasurer, and
Mrs. William J. Hudspeth (Billie Byers), vice-president. Plans for the
homecoming are directed toward recapturing the "good old days at
the Institute." Early reservations have been made by the James Karl
Dunaways (Jane Stockton); Bill Mintos; George Lederers; Elton Fultons
(Hanna Rembert); Lee Roberts; Bill Hudspeths (Billie Byers); Don Watsons (Martha Farmer); Sam Cruses; Sam Wordens (Helen Saba); Cornelius Ryans (Ann Kelly); Will Perrys; Roggie Mullis; Bill Rodges;
Henry Dunlaps (Margaret Milsap); Art Hughs; Bob Williams; Forrest
Ormans; Leeland Carters (Nancy Nagel); Charles Davis (Pauline
Reuter); Reggie Youngs; Pat Campbells; Gordon Jones (Grace Griffith ); York Lancaster; John Treadwells; and Harry Kilians (Mary Carr).

HOMECOMING RESERVATION COUPON
Mail to The Association of Rice Alumni, P.O. Box 1892, Houston
By Monday. November 4
NAME ________ _

__ CLASS

MAILING ADDRESS
TOTAL AMOUNT OF ENCLOSURES IS$ _________ _
FOR RESERVATIONS FOR THE HOMECOMING ACTIVI TIES CHECKED BELOW:

(Make Checks Payable to The Association of Rice Alumni)

D
LJ

HOMECOMING BANQUET
R._ic.e Memorial Center
Grand Hall
Friday, November 8
7:30 p.m.

Enclosed is $ ___ __ __ _
for ____
. __ tickets
$5.50 per Person
Check if Honor Class Graduate D
HOMECOMING BRUNCH
Rice Memorial Center
Grand Hall
Saturday, November 9
11 a.m.
Enclosed is $ ___________________ for ______ _
tickets
$1.75 per Person
Check if Honor Class Graduate D

Woodson Honored By Insurance Group
Mr. Benjamin N. Woodson, a
member of the Board of Governors
at Rice University, and President
of the American General Life and
three other companies in the
American General Group, was
named as recipient of the 1963
John Newton Russell Memorial
Award at the annual convention of
the National Association of Life
Underwriters in Florida on Sep-

SALLYPORT

tember 9, 1963.
The Russell Memorial Award is
the highest individual honor that
is accorded by the life insurance
business, and has been presented
each year for the past 21 years to
the individual, who, in the judgment of an Awards Committee,
has contributed to life insurance
"above and beyond the call of
duty."

1958
Cocktail Buffet-Saturday, November 9 immediately following
the game in the Rose Room at 1400 Hermann Drive. Contact
Mrs. Temple Tucker at GY 4-3875.

High Rise Women's College

Set For Occupancy In 1965
Preliminary plans released by
architects indicate the new Margarett Root Brown College for
Women will be an eight-story
building located in the north-east
corner of the Rice UniYersity campus.
Albert E. Sheppard, AIA, chief
architect for Brown & Root, Inc.,
said he developed the high-rise
plan in order to conserve the parklike character of the University
grounds and finally decided to
locate it just east of the Mary
Gibbs Jones College near the Sunset-Main Street entrance to the
Rice campus because "that land
could not otherwise be used."
The Margarett Root Brown
College is to be built with a gift
of $1,000,000 from the Brown
Foundation, Inc., which Rice University received in August.
The new residential college will
accommodate 150 to 200 girls in
two separate bays of an "H"shaped building, Sheppard said.
Included in the design are facilities for a commons, recreation
room, and a Master's residence.
The eight-story tower will be
taller than any building on the
campus. Lovett Hall, at four
stories, is presently the tallest
building on the grounds. The new
structure will not, however, be as
tall as the old Campanile, the artistically disguised smoke stack
located behind the powerhouse in
the north-west corner of the campus.
Bids for the construction of the
new residential college will be let
in 1964 an d the building should
be ready for occupancy by the fall
of 1965, Sheppard said.

Funds for the establishment of
the College for Women were given
in August in memory of the late
Mrs. Margarett Root Brown, wife
of the late Herman Brown, president of Brown & Root, Inc. Mrs.
Brown, who died in January of
this year, had been an active supporter of Rice University and local
civic and cultural endeavors for
many years.

Alma Mater Same,
President Declares
"Rice's Honor" is still the Alma
Mater of Rice University, D r.
Kenneth Pitzer, president, told
members of the Alumni Executive
Board at its meeting October 1.
Minutes of that board meeting
show the following:
"Mr. Orville Gaither then
brought up a question concerning
Rice's Alma Mater song. Dr.
Pitzer was asked why 'Rice's
Honor' was displaced by 'Finlandia' so abruptly at the first
football game of the season.
"Dr. Pitzer then answered by
reading· a letter written by D ean
Higginbotham to the President of
the Student Body stating that at
the present time it was Dr. Pitzer's
desire that 'Rice's Honor' remain
the Alma Mater song and that the
new song could be included simply
as another song.
"It was recalled that the Alumni
Executive Board voted earlier 152 against adopting the new son g
as the Alma Mater song. They did
approve the song as an academic
hymn to be played at solemn occasions."
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Five Members Of Faculty
To Receive Alumni Scrolls
Five faculty members, some of
whom are now retired, will be
honored by the Association of Rice
Alumni at the Homecoming Banquet Friday night, November 8.
These men have been chosen for
the award for their years of distinguished service to Rice in their
respective fields.
Receiving scrolls will be Professor Joseph Lloyd Battista, romance languages; Professor James
Chillman Jr., fine arts; Dr. Alan
Dugald McKillop, English; Coach
Cecil Burkett Grigg, Athletics;
and Professor Arthur J. Hartsook,
chemical engineering.
Professor Battista retired from
Rice in 1961 where he had been
serving as an associate professor
of romance languages.
His educational background included a Certificat d'Etudes Francaise from Bordeaux in 1919; Diplome d'Etudes Superieures from
Bordeaux in 1919; a BA from
Michigan in 1920; and MA from
Washington University in 1923;
and a MA from Harvard in 1929.
Professor Chillman first taught
at Rice in 1916 as an instructor in
Architecture, and has been here
since with the exception of a four
year period from 1919 to 1923.
He also held the dual role from
1924 through 195 :3 of Director of
the Houston Museum of Fine Arts.
His educational background includes a BS in Architecture in
1913 and a MS in Architecture in
1914 from the University of Pennsylvania; Pennsylvania Academy
of Fine Arts from 1915 to 1916;
and the American Academy in

Rome, FAAR, from 1919 to 1922.
Dr. McKillop received his AB
in 1913, his AM in 1914 and his
Ph.D in 1920 from Harvard University. After serving as an instructor in English at the University of Illinois from 1916 to 191 7,
he came to Rice in 1920 and has
remained a part of its faculty since
that date.
Coach Grigg served as an assistant coach at Rice beginning in
1934. He received his BA degree
from Dallas University in 1916
after studying at Austin College.
Prior to his coming to Rice, he
was head coach for football, baseball, and basketball at Austin College from 1928 to 1932.
Professor Hartsook who retired
in 1961, received his AB from
Nebraska Wesleyan University in
1911; his BS in chemical engineering from MIT in 1920; and his
MS in chemical eng·ineering practice from MIT in 1921.

Rendezvous .

(Continued from Page 2)
tel and its proposed landscaping
and bordering structures; the Contemporary Arts Association Building of Houston; Harvey Houck
Realty's "Mr. Blandings Dream
House;" and Tellepsen Consti:uction Company's plant and offices.
Gradually, her real ambition to
do portrait work took over and
faces became her blueprints-features, expressions and moods presenting a greater challenge with
the involved techniques of producing proper depth and texture
on a flat surface.
She studied art under two faSpeakers . . .
mous portrait painters - Robert
(Continued from Page 1)
Joy of Houston and Jan Czedekowsentative from the eighth Con- ski who came to Houston from
gressional District, where he is the Vienna, Austria to paint and
third ranking man in seniority on teach.
Never failing to produce a prethe powerful House Appropriations Committee and chairman of cise likeness due to her loving natwo of its subcommittee , Inde- ture and understanding of the subject before her and her dedication
pendent Offices and Deficiencies.
Thomas received his AB de- to perfection, her portraits are
gree from Rice in 1920 and his treasures to the people for whom
LL.B from the University of she painted them.
Texas in 1926.
Feature newspaper articles on
Dr. Nash, who received his MA Harriet and her work have 111from Rice in 1938, and his Ph. D cluded "Homes in Miniature" by
in 1940, has been with Lockheed Everett Collier of the Houston
Missiles and Space Company since Chronicle; "In a Woman's World"
1957.
by Barbara Liggett of the HousPrior to that he was an assist- ton Post; and a report in the Peant professor and instructor of troleum Refiner Magazine.
The most appealing article was
mathematics at the University of
Notre Dame, 1940 to 42; staff a Houston Press front page story
member at the radiation laboratory showing a portrait of Elizabeth
of MIT; scientific consultant to flanked by the twins dressed alike
the US army; research physicist and holding brushes and palettes.
for Kimberly-Clark Corporation, The caption read, "Which twin is
1946-50; and assistant professor, the artist and which is the model?"
Harriet and Charlie, who is her
associate professor and research
professor at the University of Illi- critic and admirer, live in a lovely
nois, 1950-57.
home at 3715 Turnberry Circle.
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MECHANICAL DESIGN ENGINEERS
Permanent positions for college graduates in mechanical engineering with a minimum of 4 years experience in the design and development of mechanical or hydraulic mechanisms. Knowledge of
oil field equipment and technique will be helpful, but not essential. Age to 35.
A long range program of product expansion and engineering department expansion will mean unusual opportunities for engineers
with imagination and creative ability.
Excellent working conditions and company benefits. Plant easily
accessible to downtown Houston via the Southwest Freeway.
Call or write Personnel D irector
JOHNSTON TESTERS, INC.
Subsidiary of Schlumberger
P. 0 , Box 36369
Houston, Te x as

Book Review

On Goyen's 'My Fair Sister'
An application of burnt cork, a
religious conversion, and any one
of Damon Runyon's "old dolls"
might well be mistaken for Ruby
Drew, the leading character in
William Goyen's latest book, "The
Fair Sister."
There is Ruby Drew and her
sister: "Truthfully, we had not
one thing in common and about as
unalike as a potato and a butterfly."

WILLIAM GOYEN

Ruby tells the story of her fair
sister, Savata, whom she converts
. . . but not entirely . . . and of
their establishment of The Light
of the World Holiness Church in
Brooklyn. The words are Ruby
Drew's but the humor, pathos and
unspoken comment on good and
evil, right and wrong, sin and
pleasure, godliness and ungodliness are Goyen's .
Not since Damon Runyon has
such an array of characters delighted the imaginations of readers.
Goyen, a Rice graduate of '37,
with a Master's in English in '39
was honored October 26 at a Distinguished Author's luncheon
sponsored by the Houston Post
newspaper.
This is his third novel, having
previously produced "The House
of Breath" and "In a Farther Country" and two volumes of short
stories, "Ghost and Flesh" and
"The Faces of Blood Kindred."
He has twice held Guggenheim
fellowships and won the McMurray Award for the best first novel
by a Texan.
Other writings include plays,
television scripts, and reviews.
Mr. Goyen is currently residing
in New York at 214 East 50th
Street, New York 22, New York.
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