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Use of Fondren Library Resources  

 

As an English major, the Fondren Library research resources have been infinitely helpful 

to me every semester of my attendance at Rice. I especially love the access to the MLA database, 

which I used the most for my latest research assignment, “Poe’s Paradox of Unity.” The database 

quickly allowed me to search for materials that were relevant to my specific topic by allowing 

me to use keywords. I also frequently use my Rice log-in to access online journals, on sites like 

JStor that I would otherwise have to pay to access. Some of the materials I found were not 

extracted from the MLA database, but fortunately I was still able to use my Rice login for these 

sources. In this essay, access to these journals was even more important than being able to search 

them in the database because I read and reviewed many critical essays – even though I only used 

a couple – to determine which ones best helped support or further my own argument.  

Physical hard copies of books borrowed from Fondren Library were also used for this 

essay. Fondren has many sections of books filled with literary analyses of the works of specific 

authors, like Edgar Allan Poe, whose work I criticized in my essay. These sections devoted to 

popular authors are helpful in a way that the databases sometimes aren’t; even when I’m not sure 

what to look for, I can scour those sections for relevant material. This was perhaps my favorite 

part of my research process, because it is how I stumbled across ideas that I never had before 

about the works I discussed in my essay. Unlike using the MLA database, I could physically 

skim the titles myself to find articles in them, or even check out entire books devoted to a certain 

subcategory of the author, like “unity,” or “form” in Poe’s work. On the other hand, this section 

provided me with an assortment of other topics to consider that related to my argument in less 

obvious ways than I had thought before, or even better, for counterarguments. I checked out 

materials and was able to make sticky notes to bookmark certain quotes used in my essay.   
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Fondren Library’s resources allowed me to easily research, collect, and organize the ideas 

I used for my essay. The amount of information available was just as important for me as the 

plentitude of means of acquiring the information; online journals, databases, and print books. I 

even used the Inter-Library Loan System to locate books that the library did not have in stock, 

which allowed exposure to even more information. With the help of Fondren’s resources, all of 

the information I needed to research my essay was right at my fingertips.  


