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Annotated Bibliography (New Section) 

Barker, Gordon S. Fugitive slaves and the unfinished American Revolution: Eight cases, 1848-1856. 
Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2013.  

 
 

This source discusses eight different fugitive slave cases that occurred during the mid-1800s. The 

eighth case that is discussed is that of the Garner family and the tragedy that occurred following their 

attempt to gain freedom in Cincinnati. Since this book was published recently, the author has the benefit 

of distance from the event to create a concise, straightforward account. Since the book provides an 

overview of the Garner case from beginning to end, it can be inferred that the intended audience is likely 

to have little prior knowledge of this event. This work is similar to the other secondary source in this 

bibliography, Driven Toward Madness, yet seeing as Barker’s book covers the Garner case in a single 

chapter, it contains fewer details than the other book. This source illuminates my bibliography topic 

because it provides information about Robert Garner’s actions as he and his family attempted to flee 

slavery. 
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Douglass, Frederick. “The Fugitive Slave Law.” Speech presented to the National Free Soil Convention, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, August 11, 1852. From The University of Rochester Frederick 
Douglass Project. http://rbscp.lib.rochester.edu/4385 (accessed December 4, 2017).  
 

This source is a speech that Frederick Douglass gave at the National Free Soil Convention 

regarding the Fugitive Slave Law as well as slavery in general. He harshly condemns the Fugitive Slave 

Law and suggests that if the slave catchers behave like bloodhounds they should be treated as such. He 

continues by calling for the end of not only the Fugitive Slave Law but slavery in its entirety. Douglass 

was a fierce abolitionist, so it is evident that his goal was to present slavery in the worst light possible. 

Furthermore, he was presenting this information at a convention for the Free Soil Party so it is likely that 

many in the audience would have already agreed with his message. This speech complements the letter 

written by Henry Weeden that is also presented in this bibliography as he and Douglass were both free 

African-American men speaking out against the Fugitive Slave Law. This source illuminates my 

bibliography topic of Robert Garner because it reveals how the Fugitive Slave Law was being received 

at a national level just a few years before Garner was prosecuted under it.  
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Fig. 1. John Jolliffe, ca. 1850. 1850. From Common Pleas Court of Clermont County. 
http://www.clermontcommonpleas.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2016/10/john-jolliffe-scan-e
dit-232x300.jpg (accessed December 3, 2017). 

 

 This image is a portrait of 

John Jolliffe, the defense attorney in the Garner case. He attempted to argue that since Robert, Margaret, 

and Mary Garner had all been Ohio prior to their escape, they should technically have been considered 

free people when they returned to Kentucky. Unfortunately, this defense did not work and all living 

members of the Garner family were eventually returned to their owners. This portrait seems to have 

been done in a professional manner which suggests that Jolliffe had at least a certain amount of wealth. 

This professional portrait also suggests an attempt to get the audience to view him as competent. This 

image complements the article from the Cincinnati Daily Gazette from the first portfolio because it 

provides a visual representation of the man who made the case to try to free the Garners as discussed in 

the newspaper article. This image helps illuminate the bibliography topic of Robert Garner because it 

provides a picture of the lawyer who tried to defend him. 
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Fig. 2. Dafford, Robert, The Flight of the Garner Family. 2002. From Robert Dafford Portfolio- 

Convington Murals Gallery. 
http://robertdaffordmurals.com/Galleries/pieces/covington/underground_railroad.jpg (accessed 
December 4, 2017). 

 

 This image is a mural that depicts the Garner family fleeing from Covington, Kentucky to 

Cincinnati, Ohio in 1856. This mural is one of eighteen murals painted on the flood walls in Covington, 

Kentucky. These murals can be viewed when crossing the Roebling Bridge which connects Covington 

to Cincinnati. Robert Dafford was commissioned to create eighteen murals that depicted the history of 

Covington. The fact that the Garner family is portrayed in one of the murals highlights their impact on 

the history of the area. Since this image is visible to anyone crossing the Roebling Bridge, it is possible 

that the purpose of the mural is to pique the interest of those passing by in the hope that they will want to 

learn more about the history of the Garner family and of the area in general. This image complements 

Barker’s book in this bibliography because it provides a visual representation of how the family escaped 

from Covington on the cold January night in 1856. This image illuminates the bibliography topic 

because it depicts the entire Garner family escaping to Cincinnati, and it can be assumed that since there 

are two men in the image, one is Robert Garner and the other is his father.  
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“Fugitive Slave Case: Before U.S. Commissioner J.T. Pendery.” Cincinnati Daily Enquirer, February 

13, 1856, From Who Speaks for Margaret Garner?,  Mark Reinhardt. Minneapolis, MN: 
University of Minnesota Press, 2010, 107-110.  

 
 

 This newspaper article describes the arguments presented by S.T. Wall, the 

prosecuting attorney in the Garner fugitive slave case. He points out how the ruling in this case would 

pave the way for future cases regarding how the Fugitive Slave law would be interpreted in the 

courtroom. Furthermore, he argues that the nature of slavery in Kentucky is so mild that it is preferable 

to living in poverty in the North. He ends by arguing that the Garners were involved in such a heinous 

act as the murder of their own child, and therefore, none of their testimony should be considered 

truthful. His audience is the U.S. Commissioner which means that he uses persuasive language and 

works hard to vilify the Garner family. Therefore, they may be judged more harshly in this instance than 

in other instances in this bibliography. This source complements the article written in the Cincinnati 

Daily Gazette as they both report on the Garner case as it was occurring. This source illuminates my 

bibliography topic of Robert Garner as it provides information on the activity inside the courtroom 

during his trial.  
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“Important to Slave owners and others.” Daily Courier, July 30, 1851. From Northern Kentucky Views. 

http://www.nkyviews.com/boone/text/harper_case.html (accessed December 3, 2017).  
 

This newspaper article discusses a similar case to the Garner family in terms of a slave escaping 

to Ohio and then wishing to assert his freedom. This slave escaped from Boone County, Kentucky which 

is the same county from which the Garner family escaped. Similar to the Garners, this slave argued that 

since he had been to Ohio prior to his escape, he was legally a free person, and therefore, his master 

could not reclaim him. The title of the newspaper article demonstrates that the intended audience is slave 

owners and those similar to them which suggests that the article is aiming to provide guidance if these 

owners should run into a similar issue with their own slaves. This article illuminates the bibliography 

topic of Robert Garner because it discusses a case similar to his 

own that took place in his own county a few years earlier.  
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“Stampede of Slaves: A Tale of Horror.” The Cincinnati Enquirer, January 29, 1856. From The 

Cincinnati Enquirer Archives. http://enquirer.com/editions/1998/10/02/loc_w_slave02.html 
(accessed December 3, 2017). 

 
 

This source provides a detailed account of what occurred when the Garner family was found and 

reclaimed. It is a local newspaper in Cincinnati, therefore, it can be assumed that the author was able to 

gain information about the event faster than national newspapers. This would mean that the author had 

the responsibility to portray the event accurately as this would have been one of the first constructions of 

the story. However, much of the dramatic language used in the article suggests that the author wanted to 

sensationalize the event as much as possible for the readers and possibly even frighten them. This 

newspaper article is different from the two secondary sources in this bibliography because it provides 

the news immediately following the event rather than over a century later. This means that details are 

presented bluntly, rather than analyzed. This article helps illuminate the bibliography topic because it 

reveals that initially, authorities did not know whether it was Margaret or Robert who killed their child.  
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Taylor, Nikki M. Driven toward madness: The fugitive slave Margaret Garner and tragedy on the Ohio. 

Athens: Ohio University Press, 2016.  
 
This source provides an account of the Garner’s actions after fleeing slavery. What had 

previously been lacking in written accounts of the event is made up for through interwoven information 

regarding recent trauma studies. Much of this author’s research is grounded in feminist theory, so it can 

be inferred that she is sympathetic towards the actions of Margaret Garner. Furthermore, it can be 

inferred that her intended audience includes individuals who would want to learn the complete details 

regarding the case rather than condemning the Garner family without knowing the facts. This work is 

similar to the other secondary source in this bibliography, Fugitive Slaves and the Unfinished American 

Revolution, in that they are both recent sources. However, this source is much more detailed and 

provides more information about other members of the Garner family. This source helps illuminate this 

bibliography’s topic of Robert Garner as it provides helpful information about his life after his return to 

slavery as well as information about his death. 
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“The Ohio Legislature and the Cincinnati Slave Case.” The New York Times, January 31, 1856. From 
The New York Times Archives. 
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=950DEED91239E134BC4950DFB766838
D649FDE  (accessed December 4, 2017).  

 
 This newspaper article describes how in the Upper House of the Ohio 

Legislature a law was suggested that would prevent what occurred in the most recent slave case in 

Cincinnati, the Garner case, from happening again. While the Garner name is never explicitly 

mentioned, it was the most high-profile slave case in Cincinnati at the time. Therefore, if The New York 

Times was reporting on a slave case in Ohio, it can be inferred that this case involved the Garners. Since 

The New York Times was not an anti-slavery newspaper, it is likely that the case was meant to be 

presented in a more objective manner, and this could be why several details are excluded. This 

newspaper article somewhat juxtaposes the article from the Cincinnati Enquirer in this bibliography 

because while this article remains vague when discussing details about the case, the Cincinnati Enquirer 

article is extremely detailed and provides a dramatic account of what occurred. This difference could be 

the result of the newspapers’ proximity to the event. This source illuminates the bibliography topic of 

Robert Garner because it reveals how his predicament was viewed on a national level as well as in the 

eyes of the Ohio Legislature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=950DEED91239E134BC4950DFB766838D649FDE
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“The Fugitive Slave Case. Fourth day of the Trial of the Mother and her children.” Cincinnati Daily 
Gazette, February 27, 1856, From Who Speaks for Margaret Garner?,  Mark Reinhardt. 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2010, 110-112.  

 

 This newspaper article relays a speech that suffragist and abolitionist Lucy Stone gave on 

behalf of Margaret Garner. In her speech, she defends Margaret’s action of killing her child by pointing 

out the atrocities of slavery and asking the Commissioner to imagine what he would do if he had to 

make the same decision for his own child. Stone’s background reveals her desire to fight against slavery. 

The fact that Margaret is a woman must have further influenced Stone to speak on her behalf. Her 

speech was meant to sway the Commissioner’s decision in favor of Margaret Garner. Furthermore, as 

there were members of the press in the courtroom, it can be inferred that Stone wished to carry this 

abolitionist and suffragist message into society. This newspaper article works with the image of John 

Jolliffe in this bibliography to create a depiction of the individuals who fought for the Garner family. 

This source illuminates the bibliography topic of Robert Garner by offering insight into the trial of his 

family and those who fought on his behalf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bennett 11 
 

 “The Fugitive Slave Law.” Anti-slavery bugle. (New-Lisbon, Ohio), Oct. 12, 1850. From Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035487/1850-10-12/ed-1/seq-1.pdf (accessed 
December 4, 2017).  

 
 

 This newspaper article discusses the first effects and the predicted ramifications of the 

Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. This article was published in the Anti-Slavery Bugle, so it is evident that 

many of the effects of the law are portrayed as negative and damaging. Furthermore, those reading an 

anti-slavery newspaper are likely to already hold similar views. Therefore, the purpose of the article may 

be to unite a significant group to push back against the legislation. This article is similar to the letter 

written by Henry Weeden in this bibliography as they both demonstrate a hatred for the creation and 

enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law. This article illuminates the bibliography topic of Robert Garner 

because it discusses the negative effects of the Fugitive Slave Law such as the first few trials. 

Ultimately, Robert Garner and his family members felt the effects of this law when they were sent back 

to the masters after escaping.  
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Davis, Charles G, and United States Circuit Court. Report of the proceedings at the examination of 
Charles G. Davis, Esq., on a charge of aiding and abetting in the rescue of a fugitive slave: held 
in Boston, in February, 1851. Boston: White & Potter, Printers, 1851. Pdf. From the Library of 
Congress. https://cdn.loc.gov/service/ll/llst/053/053.pdf (accessed December 5, 2017).  

 
 This source is a report of a court case in which a man named Charles Davis was accused of 

aiding and abetting in the rescue of a fugitive slave. At the beginning of the report, it is stated that the 

purpose of publishing the report is to allow the public to be as informed as possible about the nature and 

operation of the Fugitive Slave Law. Therefore, it can be inferred that this case was occurring around the 

time that people would have just been starting to notice the effects of this legislation. This report 

complements the article from the Cincinnati Daily Gazette that describes what transpired in the 

courtroom during the Garner trial because both sources reveal how the Fugitive Slave Law was 

implemented and enforced. This source illuminates the bibliography 

topic of Robert Garner because it demonstrates how another trial 

regarding the Fugitive Slave Law proceeded just a few years before 

Garner’s own trial. 
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Weeden, Henry, correspondence to Watson Freeman, December 4, 1850. From The Gilder Lehrman 

Collection. 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/content/african-american-protests-fugitive-slave-law-1850 
(accessed December 3, 2017).  

 
 

 This source is a letter from Henry Weeden, a free African 

American, to Watson Freeman, a US Marshal who had the duty of upholding the Fugitive Slave Law of 

1850. Weeden was a tailor, and he received on of Freeman’s coats that was in need of repair. In the 

letter, Weeden explains that he will not repair the coat because he does not want to help someone who 

works to recapture fugitive slaves. Based on the fact that Weeden is an African American as well as the 

content of the letter, it can be assumed that he strongly opposes the Fugitive Slave Law. Furthermore, 

the purpose of his letter seems to be to force Freeman to reconsider his current role within the institution 

of slavery. This source complements the book in this bibliography, Fugitive Slaves and the Unfinished 

American Revolution, because it reveals how free African Americans felt negatively about the Fugitive 

Slave Act even though it did not directly affect them. This source illuminates my bibliography topic of 

Robert Garner because it suggests how free African 

Americans may have reacted if they heard about his 

family’s case at the time.  
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1850 Federal Census Slave Schedules. Boone County. Kentucky. 
http://bcplfusion.bcpl.org/Repository/1850BooneCensusSlaves.pdf (accessed December 3, 
2017).  

  

This source is a census that lists the age, gender, race, name of owner, and district of residence of 

all of the slaves in Boone County, Kentucky in 1850. There is a seventeen-year old, mulatto, female 

slave who worked for AK Gaines Dulany. This slave is most likely Margaret Garner because she would 

have been this age in 1850 and her master was Archibald K. Gaines. However, it is less clear whether 

Robert Garner is accounted for through this census as his master’s last name was Marshall, and yet, 

there are no Marshalls listed as having owned slaves in Boone County in 1850. This source 

complements the book Driven Toward Madness: The fugitive slave Margaret Garner and tragedy on the 

Ohio because it provides further details about the Garner family prior to their escape from Boone 

County, Kentucky. Furthermore, the book touches upon the relationship between master and slave, and 

this census reinforces that connection. This source illuminates my bibliography topic of Robert Garner 

because it provides information about the existence and whereabouts of slaves, including his wife, in 

Boone County, Kentucky where he lived prior to his escape.  
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Annotated Bibliography (Old Section) 

“Annual Report.” Anti-slavery bugle. [volume] (New-Lisbon, Ohio), Dec. 27, 1856. Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 

 
This newspaper article is an end-of-the-year report that describes noteworthy events that took 

place throughout the year for the anti-slavery community. In particular it mentions how the 

Garners escaped and were later captured and sent to trial. This article is written for the 

anti-slavery community so it is possible that some of the information is exaggerated as a means 

to vilify slavery. Since this event took place in January and the article was written in December 

of the same year, the article provides useful, new information about the trial and how it became 

an issue of state vs. federal jurisdiction. This article is similar to the other article from The 

Anti-Slavery Bugle because they both describe the Garners’ escape and capture in detail. 

However, the other article was written directly following the event, so this article provides a 

greater sense of perspective and more information about the aftermath. It is important for the 

bibliography topic of Robert Garner because it reveals that he was convicted as an accessory to 

the murder of the child Margaret killed. 

 
 
“Arrest of Fugitive Slaves: A Slave Mother Murders Her Child Rather than See It Returned to 

Slavery.” Anti-Slavery bugle [volume] (New-Lisbon, Ohio), Feb. 2, 1856. Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 

 
This newspaper article describes the scene when the Garners and their companions were 

discovered by slavecatchers and the aftermath of their arrest. This article was re-published in a 

newspaper dedicated to opposing slavery which suggests that the purpose of the article is to 

showcase the horrors that slavery can cause to the audience who most likely already disapprove 
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of the institution of slavery. This article complements the other article from The Anti-Slavery 

Bugle included in this bibliography as this article describes the immediate fallout of the 

confrontation while the other article, which was published in December of 1856, details the 

continued and delayed effects of the incident. This work illuminates the research of Robert 

Garner as it recounts his actions when his family was discovered by the slavecatchers and reveals 

that he was sometimes known as Simon. 

 

Broadside announcing the Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850. Passed by the Senate and House of 
Representatives and signed into law by President Millard Fillmore. September 18, 1850. 
Available from: East Carolina University. https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/2339 (accessed 
November 17, 2017).  

 
This document is the Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850 which was later passed into law. It allowed 

slave owners to reclaim their slaves who escaped to free states without a trial on a slave’s behalf. 

It also penalized slavecatchers who allowed runaway slaves to go free as well as anyone 

harboring a fugitive slave. This law was highly unpopular in the Northern states as what was 

once a place of freedom for slaves became threatened by the possibility of being returned to 

bondage. This source complements the article “The Fugitive Slave Crisis in Cincinnati, 

1850-1860: Resistance, Enforcement, and Black Refugees,” because it provides a more in-depth 

discussion of the details of the law while the article highlights the ramifications of the law. This 

source illuminates the life of Robert Garner because it provides a glimpse into legislation that 

was passed during his lifetime and ultimately forced his return to Kentucky. 

 

Cincinnati Daily Gazette, February 27, 1856 “The Fugitive Slave Cases. Decision of 
Commissioner Pendery. The Fugitives remanded back to Slavery,” in Who Speaks for 
Margaret Garner?, Mark Reinhardt (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 
2010), pg. 113-118. 

https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/2339
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This newspaper article relays the judge’s decision regarding whether Margaret Garner, Mary 

Garner, Simon Garner Sr. and Simon Garner Jr. should be taken back to slavery in Kentucky. 

The issue at hand is that the slave masters wanted their slaves returned to Kentucky. However, 

Mary, Margaret, and Simon Garner Jr. had been to Ohio previously and the law at that time 

stated that any slave who touched foot on Ohio soil was free. The judge ultimately concludes that 

each member of the fugitive party must be returned to their owners in Kentucky. This article is 

written in a way that suggests the author was present at the hearing which offers a sense of 

eyewitness authority. This article was published in a Cincinnati newspaper so it suggests that the 

audience might be in favor of letting the Garners be freed from their masters as Ohio is a free 

state. This article complements the book in which it was published because it provides the 

material that the author can analyze with the benefit of distance from the event to have a broader 

perspective. Overall, this article illuminates the bibliography topic because it describes Robert/ 

Simon Garner Jr.’s fate following his capture, and it offers a glimpse into his past as it does 

reveal that he had been to Ohio prior to his escape.  

 

Cox, Joseph, correspondence to Governor Salmon P. Chase, May 15, 1856 & April 29, 1856. 
Ohio History Connection, State Archives Series 631, BV226. 

 
These letters are from the prosecuting attorney in the Garner case of 1856 to the Governor of 

Ohio at the time. The letters relay information about the case as well as provide copies of the 

original indictment against Margaret and her companions. This source is useful because it 

provides insight into the thought process of the attorney who worked to convict Margaret of 

murder and to convict her husband, Robert, of being an accessory to the murder. However, the 
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language used is intended to sway the governor into supporting the punishment of the Garners 

and, therefore, the analysis of the event may be one-sided. This source conflicts with the two 

articles from The Anti-Slavery Bugle because it places the Garner party in a negative light and 

holds them responsible for their actions while the Anti-Slavery Bugle views them as victims of 

slavery. However, these disparate depictions of the Garners allow for a more holistic 

understanding of their character as both the negative and positive aspects are highlighted.  

 

Fig. 1. Thomas Satterwhite Noble, The Modern Medea. 1867. Available from: 
http://the-athenaeum.org/art/display_image.php?id=37013 (accessed November 15, 
2017).  

 
This painting depicts the moment when the slavecatchers discovered Margaret Garner had 

murdered her child rather than have it be returned to a life of slavery. The artist lived in both 

Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio throughout his life and his work is known for depicting 

historically social and political events. Since art is universal, it can be inferred that the intended 

audience include members on both sides of the issue of slavery. However, the look of extreme 

anger on Margaret’s face and the look of horror on the slavecatchers’ faces may be a tool to 

comment on the brutality caused by slavery which suggests an argument for the ending of its 

existence. This work provides a visual representation of the information relayed in the 

Anti-Slavery Bugle articles describing the moment of the discovery of the Garners. This work 

helps illuminate this bibliography’s topic of Robert Garner as it provides a more tangible picture 

of the violence in which he was involved.  

 

Fig 2. Joanna Caputo, Nineteenth Century ‘Cookhouse’ on Margaret Garner Farm. Source: Lest 
We Forget (Hampton University) “Margaret Garner Archeological Project.” 
http://img.hamptonu.edu/lwf/pages/lwf_mar_gar1.jpg (accessed November 15, 2017).  

http://the-athenaeum.org/art/display_image.php?id=37013
http://img.hamptonu.edu/lwf/pages/lwf_mar_gar1.jpg
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This image is a photo of the cookhouse on the Maplewood property in Boone County, KY where 

Margaret Garner lived from her birth until she escaped in 1856. This photo along with others was 

taken during an archeological exhibition to uncover more information about Garner’s life and 

establish the home on the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, the intended audience 

of this image is anyone looking to gain a glimpse into the background of this historical figure. 

This image contrasts with the other image in this bibliography because it is a photo of the actual 

location where Garner and her children lived while the other is an artistic representation of the 

violent moment of their capture. This work helps illuminate Robert Garner’s life because it 

shows where his wife and children lived prior to escaping to Ohio with him. Furthermore, Robert 

and Margaret were married before they escaped to Ohio with their children, so it is likely that he 

visited the house in this image at one point in time.  

 

John M. Hutchinson, "A Poor Slave Mother with Three Children,” 1856. Ohio History 
Connection, Wilbur H. Siebert Collection, MSS116AV BOX56 07OH 022. 

 
This source is a handwritten account of how the news of Margaret Garner and her companions 

spread throughout the Cincinnati community following their capture. While it is difficult to 

gauge the author’s background, his authority on the topic stems from the fact that he provides a 

first-hand account of how news of the event was disseminated. It is likely that the audience of 

this account would be individuals who were not in Cincinnati at the time, and thus had little 

knowledge of the event. This would make his account one of the first places in which people 

would learn about the details of the event which places the responsibility on Hutchinson to relay 

the information accurately. This work is similar to the Anti-Slavery Bugle articles in terms that it 
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provides information regarding the Garners’ capture almost immediately following the event. It 

helps illuminate the bibliography topic by relaying how the community at large reacted to news 

about the Garners’ predicament.  

 

Middleton, Stephen. “The Fugitive Slave Crisis in Cincinnati, 1850-1860: Resistance, 
Enforcement, and Black Refugees.” The Journal of Negro History 72, no. 1/2 (1987): 
20-32.  

This journal article looks at how the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793 and the Fugitive Slave Law of 

1850 created tension in Cincinnati as it so closely bordered the slave state of Kentucky. In 

particular, this article uses the Garner case as an example to emphasize how the Fugitive Slave 

Law affected runaways even if they had visited Cincinnati prior to the enactment of this law. 

This article was published by the Association for the Study of African American Life and 

History, so it can be inferred that they have extensive knowledge on such topics and wish to 

educate others on how legislation, in particular the Fugitive Slave Law, affected the lives of 

African Americans. This article complements the newspaper article published in the Cincinnati 

Daily Gazette which was later reprinted in the book Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? This is 

because they both emphasize how the Garners tried to use the excuse that they had previously 

been to Cincinnati as a way to bar their return to slavery. This article is important for the 

bibliography topic of Robert Garner because it highlights the role that bigger institutions such as 

the government and the law played in the path of his life. 

 

Reinhardt, Mark. Who Speaks for Margaret Garner? Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press, 2010. 
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This book compiles a wide variety of first-hand accounts of the Garner case of 1856 and its 

aftermath. It then uses these documents to try and piece together why this case did not gain much 

national attention as the author thinks it should have as well as to look at the motivations behind 

a mother killing her own child. The author aims to give readers several different perspectives on 

the case which can help lead to a holistic and unbiased view of the evidence. However, as 

mentioned in the preface of this book, there is remarkably little recorded about the Garners 

personal feelings or reactions regarding the event which makes it difficult to have a complete 

understanding of what occurred. This book complements several of the primary sources in this 

bibliography because readers of this book gain the skills necessary to look at these other primary 

documents and form an opinion about the evidence. This source illuminates an investigation of 

Robert Garner because it offers a variety of recollections and opinions about his actions 

following his family’s escape to Cincinnati.  

 

 

 

Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 

 


