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Ron Dupre: My recommendations with people who know absolutely nothing about the GLBT 
community would be to go get, go to a gay pride parade.  Um, and PFLAG generally will 
received the grace, the applause of any organization because so many of the kids attending have 
lost their parents.  And you'd be surprised how many come out and say I wish my parents were 
here. And, you, you have to feel for them.  Because I don't care how much hatred there is in the 
family they still feel for y, I mean you still feel for your parents. 
 
 
RD: Well you know my name is James Ronald Dupre, just saying that for your recording - 
and I'm from South Louisiana. Born and raised in – well I was a country boy until I was like 
11 years old.  Then we moved to Opelousas. And graduated from Opelousas High.  Then, um, 
attended school at, in Lafayette.  And we, in s, in the Opelousas knew there were people who 
were different. When you, uh, you know, uh, people joked about it, uh, particular about you, and, 
none of you are boys, you know, not, we would joke about the fact if you go to this particular 
department store, the guy when he's trying to measure your pants on the in, your instep would be 
trying to fiddle which you.  And so, we'd joke – about things like that. 
 
RD: But that was, uh, about all we knew about it.  And it was not looked upon favorably. You 
would, normally it was people who were, uh, something wrong with those, with those people. I, 
uh, while I was in the Army Security Agency, which is intelligence and – I was stationed in 
Germany for 2 years.  And while I was there, there was a particular group that we heard of, 
indirectly, that, um, had all been shipped home because it was a homosexual grouping and, uh, 
guess they got caught. They had to fight for it.  I mean I was so naïve and so stupid, quite 
honestly.  Uh, I played bridge with four guys.  Practically – I was there for 2 years.  Practically 
every day we played bridge when we weren't working or going sightseeing and things. And to 
this day I think two of them are gay, and I never realized it, and there probably are a lotta people 
like that to this day, that, who will go around not realizing it.  Um, as I said, the oldest one came 
out first and he, he waited 'til he, he was a senior in college at A&M. And that's typical of the 
time.  Uh, this is probably the early '90s when he came out and, and, um, most, most gays at, 
during this time period wanted to be sure to have their college tuition paid in case of rejection. 
And I don't blame 'em for doing that.  I mean I've told 'em that hey, the important thing is to get 
your education, and then you tell your parents. But, um, so he waited and he, he arrived home 
one day with a stack of books, and I wasn't in town, and he, he, uh, told his mother and then she 
told me, and, uh, our second son was attending Rice here, and so on, I guess the following 
weekend, he showed up and came in for a visit, um, under our agreed to terms, and, and, uh, so I 
just outright asked him, was he gay, and he said yes, and so my question of course was what did 
I do wrong. Which is the typical parent reaction.  Part of our problem in the family relationships 
was that we didn't want the third son to know.  We wanted him to remain ignorant until he was 



like 15 or 16 years old. Um, he was 10 years younger than the second son, so, uh, he probably 
was like 10 or 11 at the time, and so while my wife and I were – I'm sorry. 
 
Ashton Geisendoroff: No, no.  Take your time.  We totally understand.  I know this is a very 
sensitive - 
 
RD: Even after – 
 
AG: – topic. 
 
RD: – all this time, you can see – how it affects you.  We were on the verge of tears all day 
long and couldn't talk about it, because we didn't wanna discuss it in front of Andrew. And so it 
was like a real strain and, uh, that's why we had marriage counseling and I ended up on 
antidepressants and, um, eventually when he was about 15 we told him, and his reaction was, "I 
thought we had a normal American family."  He never rejected his brothers, and he's accepted 
them just as we did immediately, but, um, um, you know, there's just a great deal of loss at the, 
at, to, to me it was the equivalent of death in terms of expectations and there were times when I 
wished they were dead, quite honestly, um, because you could then go to the funeral, have the 
funeral and bury 'em and then go on with your life.  You don't have to tell your friends and, the 
marriage counseling didn't help at all. Um, PFLAG helped. 
 
AG: PFLAG. 
 
RD: Going, uh, as I told the other two earlier on, uh, after we – this is probably March, April, 
when the oldest son came out. And it was December before we decided to consult with anybody, 
and so we stayed in the closet the, all this time period – and, um, we knew of one other person 
who had a gay daughter, so we contacted them and they said we gotta get you to PFLAG 
immediately, and so in December we called PFLAG's hotline number, and they said we're having 
a Christmas party. And that was the joke.  I said the last thing on earth we want to do was to go 
to a Christmas party with a bunch of people you don't know, gay, you know, you have no idea 
what they are. So anyway, we said no thank you, and it probably was February or March of the 
following year before we got up enough nerve then to contact them again, and so me and my 
friend went to a meeting together, and it happened to be their meetings were held in the Houston 
Psychological Center. Which is a horrible place to have it.  Anyway, shortly thereafter they 
started meeting in churches.  My wife started out first, as I said, and she was on the board for a 
while, and then she simply got tired and dropped out. And so that was a span of a couple or 3 
years where we did nothing, and then I was, I felt that I still needed help.  I was not in total 
acceptance of the kids, and so I started attending, and, as always, you start just doing projects 
and gradually getting, um, do more and more and more and more, and finally ended up, uh, uh, 
in one of the leadership positions. My largest contribution to PFLAG I guess was being 
president, and I was on and off for 3 years.  Um, and trying to help people who come there 
looking for help.  Uh, I was a facilitator of small groups for a while.  That was not particularly 
my thing, uh, but, you know, everybody has some things they like to do.  Um, and, uh, also I, for 
3 years I built the PFLAG floats to go down Pride parade, and then several years thereafter I 
assisted someone else who had a flatbed truck.  Did it better than I could do it.  Um, um, I guess 
my, um, greatest contribution to the GLBT community here in Houston was to, to go to many 



different, uh, events and occasions and trying to let these people know that, um, I accepted them 
as they are.  My wife and I joked frequently that we'd been to more gay bars than our gay sons. 
 
RD: Because we were frequently having – you know, if you intro, introduce something in the 
gay community, then you get awards and someone has to go to the awards to get the, uh, award, 
and, or if, and I was involved in grant writing, and if you write a request for money you'd then 
have to go get the check. And those are usually held in gay, uh, friendly places.  It's typical of 
getting to know people makes you, um, in fact the last thing I really was involved in was, uh, 
Houston Pride, I think was the name of it, and it involved trying to, the Houston Atr, Astros had 
a, a game night or event –at the time, and so I was involved in the, the organization that, uh, was 
able to effectuate that thing, and, you, you just, you realize that some of these people are really 
amazing. They're usually good at what they do and who they are and, and funny and, uh, uh, so, 
yeah. In fact now though, uh, back when I first got involved, we had a, a lesbian woman who 
was the president. But one of the rules we tried to follow was always to have a straight parent in 
charge.  We were more concerned with the reaction of parents coming to the organization, and 
wanting them to feel at ease, knowing that it was other straight parents who were in charge, and 
again, this year, uh, for the first time since ****, now I have two young men who are in charge 
and they're both gay. 
 
AG: Well if you could, uh – 
 
RD: Mainly because – the organization is not growing. Uh, parents of those gay children come 
out to them, today don't have as much of a problem as we did 20 years ago or 30 years ago. 
Yeah.  It's more accepting than, but, I mean, we had to forget, uh, they still find that 25 percent 
of the kids that come out today are put out on the street. 
 
AG: Mm hmm.  Well –If, if not immediately, shortly thereafter. 
 
AG: Yeah.  What would you say that your vision was for PFLAG, like in general then, like if 
you could create, uh, your own organization and kinda like reformulate it to how you think 
would be most effective? 
 
RD: I don't know that I could improve on the situation.  It does a reasonably good job.  The 
hard – people are used to small groups, and we generally tried to have a speaker, uh, and a 
program each month, and of course we meet twice a month for, but the main meeting is on 
Sunday afternoons at Saint Paul's Methodist here on Main Street, and, but the heart of it the 
small groups where people can come and sort of talk about their problems, um, what you want is 
for people to realize that there's nothing unique about them or that the parents realize that there's 
nothing wrong with the kids; that they're not crazy or going to hell or, uh, the, the typical parent 
is more concerned about, uh, what's the future of the child. What's gonna happen?  Uh, will they 
be able to earn a living, you know, and this sort of thing. Um, will, you know, what kind of job 
biases will they encounter.  Uh, I was very active in the, uh, uh, scholarship program which 
people, I helped start, trying to get, uh, raise money and, and assist GLBT students, uh, to go to 
college.  I tried to get involved with, like with Gleason and, um, um, attended a lot of different 
events, uh, particularly with, uh, like GSAs in high schools.  Visited lots of high schools.  Um, 
um, but was never, uh, I mean with, being involved in people like any other activities.  Uh, I 



never took a leadership role in any of those.  We had, while I was at PFLAG we had one couple 
who basically wore out their car going around the different school boards trying to get them to 
change their, their guidelines to include, put in their protective clauses to include, uh, gay and 
lesbian children. 
 
AG: Right. 
 
RD: But, you know, I attended some of them with them but, uh, not to the extent that they did. 
 
AG: Right. 
 
AZ: Do you have advice for parents?  Like when their children first come out to them, if 
they're feeling a little hesitant, having all those fears you just expressed, what kind of advice 
would you have for them, recommendations? 
 
RD: Um, basically that they should realize that the child is just, that nothing has changed with 
the child other than the fact that they're attracted to the same sex.  Yeah.  They're still the same 
child.  If parents could understand this.  Um, just to keep chugging along.  It, it's not re, easy 
raising a child to begin with –I mean god only knows, all of the, uh, a lotta straight kids will get 
into drugs and problems too.  It's not just gay kids, and so, um, the focus should still be on the 
wellbeing of the child, the grades and, and tending to their, keeping it on the straight and narrow 
so to speak, uh –uh, um, so many other things get involved. Um, that it's hard for parents who 
first realize it to know this. 
 
AG: Would you suggest to the parents a certain mindset, like trying to jump in and like getting 
involved with their child's new, uh, homosexual lifestyle, or would you say take as much time as 
you need, like learn to adjust? 
 
RD: I would, my recommenda, recommendation would be that they, um, just cool it.  Just 
remain the same person you have always been.  The fact that suddenly you know a little bit more 
about them, uh, shouldn't, I know it does, but it shouldn't dramatically affect your attitude 
towards your child. Uh, you shouldn't suddenly wanna become, uh, the, the, the mother of every 
gay child, or, you know, um, you know, wanna do all the events with them, and let the child lead 
the parent in terms of how much involvement they want, – uh, they have to sort of lead you in 
terms of, you know, teenage boys hate for that, to be seen around their mother because they just 
don't want the mother around.  The same thing would be true if it is was gay or straight. And s, 
you know, and I don't know about girls, but I would presume that there reaches a point where 
you really don't want your mother or your parents around in, in your activities.  Just that'd be, 
you know, as I said our, our second son wanted to move off to some northern university where 
we would have no contact with him. 
 
AT: So, so how would you describe your current relationship with your sons? 
 
RD: I would say that they're excellent.  I can't – I'm not aware of how I could improve other 
than, uh, you know, they're, they're all what 45, 42, 32 now – so they're adults, living their own 
lives.  Uh, I don't know how much of an impact I had on their lives quite honestly so.But we still 



communicate.  We're still friends, and, and to my knowledge they're all happy so that's 
important. 


