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LEON WILSON CLARK 

OPERA SERIES 

SHEPHERD SCHOOL ADVANCED 
OPERA STUDIES CLASS 

presents a program of 

OPERA SCENES 

Joseph Li and Grant Loehnig, 
conductors 

Bruce Donnell and Marcus Deloach, 
stage directors 

Rachel Chao pianist 

Friday, January 27, 2012, 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, January 28, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Wortham Opera Theatre 

RICE UNIVERSITY ~~rd 
School 
ofMusic 



PROGRAM 

In order of vocal appearance. 

DIE LUST/GEN WE/BER VON WINDSOR 
Music by Otto Nicolai 

Libretto by Hermann Salomon Mosenthal; premiere 1849 
Based on the play by William Shakespeare 

Nein, das ist wirklich doch zu keck 

Frau Fluth - Kelley Kimball 
Frau Reich -Allegra De Vita 

Conductor - Joseph Li 
Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: Frau Fluth and Frau Reich, two merry wives of Windsor, are 
shocked and amused to receive identical love letters from the portly and 
no longer young Sir John Falstaff. They resolve to use their feminine 
wiles to have revenge for his presumption, but not before they have had 
some fun at his expense. 

L'ELISIR D'AMORE 

Music by Gaetano Donizetti 
Libretto by Felice Romani; premiere 1832 

Venti, scudi 

Be/core - Shea Owens 
Nemorino - Rafael Moras 

Conductor - Joseph Li 
Stage Director - Marcus DeLoach 

Synopsis: The peasant Nemorino is in love with the wealthy landowner 
Adina. He believes that a "love potion" (really only Bordeaux) offered by 
the traveling quack Dr. Dulcamara will make Adina fall in love with him. 
His only problem is that he lacks the money (20 Scudi) to purchase the 
magic elixir. Be/core, an officer who believes he is irresistible to women, 
convinces Nemorino to join the army, an act for which he will instantly 
receive 20 Scudi and thus be able to purchase the potion. Since Be/core 
also has eyes for Adina, this will cause his rival's immediate departure. 

GIULIO CESARE 

Music by Georg Friedrich Handel 
Libretto by Nicola Francesco Haym; premiere 1724 

Son nata a lagrimar 

Sesto - Carolyn Sproule 
Cornelia - Erin Johnson 
Conductor - Joseph Li 

Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: In 48 B.C. in Egypt Julius Caesar has defeated his rival, Pom
pey. The Egyptian military leader Achille presents Caesar with Pompey's 
severed head as a gift from Ptolemy, co-ruler of Egypt with Cleopatra, 
which does not please Caesar. Cornelia, Pompey's widow, is desired by 
Achille, but when she scorns his advances he sends Egyptian soldiers to 
arrest her son Sesto in revenge. Mother and son lament their fate and 
bid each other a sad farewell. 
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THE MIKADO 

Music by Arthur Sullivan 
Libretto by W S. Gilbert; premiere 1885 

Young man, despair 

Nanki-Poo - Tyson Miller 
Pooh-Bah - Carlton Ford 

Pish-Tush - Frederick Ballentine 
Conductor - Joseph Li 

Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: In the mythical kingdom of Titipu, Nanki-Poo, the son of the 
Mikado, has disguised himself as a wandering minstrel in order to escape 
an unwanted marriage with the elderly Katis ha. He pines for the beautiful 
young Yum-Yum, who, however, is to be married this very day to Ko-Ko, 
the Lord High Executioner. He is advised by Pooh-Bah, the Lord High 
Everything Else, with the assistance of Pish-Tush, to turn his affections 
elsewhere. 

THE RAKE'S PROGRESS 
Music by Igor Stravinsky 

Libretto by W H Auden and Chester Kallman; premiere 1951 

Vary the song, 0 London, change! 

Tom Rakewell - Joseph Mishler 
Nick Shadow - Calvin Griffin 
Conductor - Grant Loehnig 

Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: Seduced by the promise of adventure and a life of pleasure in 
the big city by the mysterious Nick Shadow, Tom Rakewell has left the 
bucolic countryside and his beloved Anne Trulove. He finds, however, 
that he has quickly tired of a life of pure pleasure. Whereas in the first 
scene he has said, "I wish I had money", he now laments, "I wish I were 
happy". Nick shows him a picture of a bearded lady, Baba the Turk, and 
declares that only the man who is free of both passion and reason is truly 
free. Tom's interest is piqued and he prepares to go out to meet Baba and 
perhaps even marry her, as Nick suggests. 

ARABELLA 
Music by Richard Strauss 

Libretto by Hugo von Hofmannsthal; premiere 1934 

Aber der Richtige 

Arabella - Elisabeth Rosenberg 
Zdenka - Julia Dawson 

Conductor - Grant Loehnig 
Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: It is Mardi Gras in Vienna in 1860. Count Waldner, whose 
finances are shaky, has moved his family to Vienna in search of a suitable 
and wealthy husband for his beautiful elder daughter Arabella. Since he 
can afford to keep up appearances for only one of his daughters, he dresses 
Arabella's younger tomboy sister Zdenka as the boy Zdenko. Arabella 
returns from a walk with her chaperone and examines the small gifts left 
for her by the three counts who are competing for her affection. 



She finds their attention entertaining but nothing more. She is disap
pointed to learn that a bouquet of roses was not sent by a handsome 
stranger she saw on the street but are another gift of the young officer 
Matteo, who loves her but is secretly loved by Zdenka. Zdenka pleads 
Matteo's case and accuses her sister of being cold and heartless. Arabella 
explains that she is still waiting for "the right one" and the two sisters 
express their deep affection for one another. 

TRANSFORMATIONS 
Music by Conrad Susa 

Libretto by Anne Sexton; premiere 1972 

A woman who loves a woman is forever young 

#1 -Amy Owens 
#3 -Allegra De Vita 

#2 - Rebecca Sorensen 
#5 - Tyson Miller 
#6 - Rafael Moras 

#7 - Frederick Ballentine 
#8 - Calvin Griffin 
#4 - Joseph Mishler 

Conductor - Grant Loehnig 
Stage Director - Bruce Donnell 

Synopsis: Transformations is set in a mental institution in which the 
patients act out Anne Sexton's versions of several of Grimm's fairy tales .. 
The scene presented is Sexton's version of Rapunzel. In the first part, 
Mother Gothal (later the witch) sings in a trio, "A woman who loves an
other woman is forever young". In the second part, the story of Rapunzel 
is presented. A poor and pregnant woman craves the rampion (a root 
used in salads) that grows in her neighbor's walled garden. The obliging 
husband is caught in the act of stealing by the owner of the garden, a witch, 
Mother Gothal, who says that the couple can IJave as much rampion as 
they wish in exchange for the couple's child after it is born. Such is the 
woman's appetite for the root that the couple agrees to this bargain. The 
child is handed over and named Rapunzel by Mother Gothal. She has 
an unhealthy love for the child, however, and imprisons Rapunzel at the 
age of 12 in a tower, totally shielded from the outside world. When the 
witch wishes to visit Rapunzel she asks the girl to let down her (very long) 
golden hair, which allows her to climb up for a visit. A wandering prince 
witnesses this, and entranced by what he sees, convinces Rapunzel to allow 
him to visit and the two fall in love and plot their escape. Unfortunately, 
Mother Gothal learns of this act of betrayal and banishes Rapunzel and 
throws the prince off the tower into a patch of thorns, which blinds him. 
Some time later he is wandering in a desert and hears Rapunzel's plaintive 
song. They are united and Rapunzel's tears fall on his eyes, restoring his 
sight. The two return to the prince's kingdom and live happily ever after. 
Mother Gothal, however, spends the rest of her life in lonely misery. 

Surtitles created by the students in each scene. 
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Conductors . 
Stage Directors . 
Musical Preparation 

Lighting Designer 

ARTISTIC STAFF 

. Joseph Li and Grant Loehnig 
. Bruce Donnell and Marcus DeLoach 

Richard Bado, Susan Lorette Dunn, 
Joseph Li and Grant Loehnig 

. David Gipson 

PRODUCTION STAFF 

Director of Opera Production 
Stage Manager . 

. Chris Hawkes 
Cindy Knight 

Amy Owens and Kelley Kimball Surtitle Operators . 

SHEPHERD SCHOOL OPERA DEPARTMENT 

AND VOICE DEPARTMENT 

Richard Bado, Professor of Opera Studies and 
Director of the Opera Studies Program 

Stephen King, Professor of Voice and Chair of the Voice Department 
Jeffrey Bean, Dramatic Instructor 

Edward Berkeley, Stage Director - "Romance X 3" 
Vera Calabria, Stage Director - "Casi fan tutte" 

Rachel Chao, Staff Pianist 
Pat Diamond, Dramatic Instructor 

Debra Dickinson, Artist Teacher of Opera Studies 
for Acting and Movement 

Barbara Dolney, Costume Supervisor 
Bruce Donnell, Stage Director, Advanced Opera Studies Class 

Opera Scenes Program 
Sara Draper, Movement Instructor 

Susan Lorette Dunn, Lecturer in Voice 
Chris Hawkes, Director of Opera Production 

Thomas Jaber, Professor of Music, Director of 
Choral Activities and Vocal Coach 
Kathleen Kaun, Professor of Voice 

Cindy Knight, Stage Manager 
Joseph Li, Artist Teacher of Opera Studies 

Grant Loehnig, Artist Teacher of Opera Studies 
Susanne Mentzer, Professor of Voice 

Karen Reeves, Opera Program Administrator 



UPCOMING OPERA EVENTS 

March 19 and 21, 2012 
Shepherd School Opera, Rice Chorale 

and the Shepherd School Chamber Orchestra 
present Romance X 3, featuring acts from 

Die Fledermaus, Romeo et Juliette and La Boheme. 
Richard Bado, conductor 

Edward Berkeley, stage director 
Both performances at 8:00 p.m. 

Stude Concert Hall 
Ticket sales begin February 20, 2012. 

For tickets call 713-348-8000. 

April 12, 2012 
Opera Workshop Class presents Opera Scenes 

Joseph Li, conductor 
Debra Dickinson, stage director 

Performance at 5:30 p.m 
Wortham Opera Theater at the Shepherd School 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
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