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FACULTY RECITAL 

/VO-JAN VAN DER WERFF, Viola 

BRIAN CONNELLY, Piano 

Monday,February23,2009 

8:00 p.m. 

Lillian H. Duncan Recital Hall 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
~herd 
Sc~ol 
ofMusic 



Sonata No. 1 in C Minor 

Allegro moderato 
Poco lento e cantabile 
Presto 

PROGRAM 

Viola da Gamba Sonata No. 1 
in G Major, BWV 1027 

Adagio 
Allegro ma non tanto 
Andante 
Allegro moderato 

INTERMISSION 

Passacaglia on an Old English Tune 
( attributed to Thomas Tallis) 

Sonata for Viola and Piano, Op.147 

Moderato 
Allegretto 
Adagio 

York Bowen 
(1884-1961) 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

Rebecca Clarke 
(1886-1979) 

Dmitri Shostakovich 
(1906-1975) 

The reverberative acoustics of Duncan Recital Hall magnify the slightest 
sound made by the audience. Your care and courtesy will be appreciated. 
The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 

I 
I 

~ 



I 

BIOGRAPHIES 

!VO-JAN VAN DER WERFF has attained accolades as a chamber play
er, recitalist, guest artist, and teacher throughout Europe and North Amer
ica. As a member of the Medici String Quartet for twenty-four years, Mr. 
van der Werjf performed in over 1,700 concerts in major festivals and ven
ues worldwide, broadcasting regularly on radio and television. The Medici 
Quartet made more than forty recordings for EM!, Nimbus, Hyperion, and 
Koch, and won many awards for works ranging from Haydn, Britten, Jan
acek, Schubert, and the Beethoven cycle to more eclectic works of Saint
Saens, Wajahat Khan, and Nigel Osborne. The quartet had collaborations 
with many artists across the musical, literary, and theatrical spectrum in
cluding the Royal Shakespeare Company, George Martin, Alan Bennett, 
John Williams, John Thaw, and Jack Brymer. 

Mr. van der Werjf has performed as recitalist in New York, New Zea
land, Hong Kong, and Sri Lanka, as well as numerous venues throughout 
the United Kingdom. His recordings for ASV and Koch include the sonata 
by Max Reger and the complete works for viola and piano or harp by Arnold 
Bax. Mr. van der Werjf is frequently invited to perform with other quartets 
and chamber ensembles throughout the United Kingdom and Europe. 

Before joining the Medici Quartet, Mr. van der Werjfworked with many 
conductors, including Sir George Solti, Bernard Haitink, and Klaus Tenn
stedt, and has since been invited to appear as guest principal viola and so
loist with many of the United Kingdom's leading orchestras. 

Mr. van der Werjf was recently appointed Professor of Viola at The Shep
herd School of Music. He was previously Professor of Viola and Chamber 
Music at the Royal College of Music in London. He developed a private vi
ola program near London and taught at many international summer schools. 
He has also been a frequent adjudicator for competition juries. 

His most recent project, inspired by his viola mentors Margaret Major, 
Peter Shidlof, and Bruno Giuranna, is a book entitled "Notebook for Viola 
Players" which is a series of exercises and explanations on and about viola 
technique. Mr. van der Werjf plays on a viola by Giovanni Grancino, of 
Milan, c.1690. 

Performances of pianist BRIAN CONNELLY span an unusually broad 
range of historical and modern repertoires. Born in Detroit, he attended the 
University of Michigan, where he studied with pianists Gyorgy Sandor and 
Theodore Lettvin. Mr. Connelly has premiered works by a host of contem
porary composers such as William Albright, Karim Al-Zand, Derek Bermel, 



William Balcom, Anthony Brandt, Paul Cooper, David Diamond, Ross Lee 
Finney, Arthur Gottschalk, Richard Lavenda, and many others. He is a fre
quent guest with new music groups such as the Pittsburgh New Music En
semble and the Chicago Contemporary Players, and he was recently fea
tured in the Carnegie Hall series "Making Music" in a tribute to William 
Balcom. Known for his affinity for the works of Olivier Messiaen, Connelly's 
performances this season include recitals of Messiaen's piano music, the 
song cycles, the chamber music, Oiseaux exotiques with conductor Larry 
Rachlejf and the Shepherd School Chamber Orchestra, and the Trois pe
tites liturgies de la Presence Divine with conductor Donald Runnicles at 
the Grand Teton Music Festival. Mr. Connelly is also widely respected as 
a scholar and performer of historical instruments, appearing in the United 
States and Europe on 18th- and 19th-century pianos by Walther, Rosen
berger, Graf, Pleyel, Bosendorfer, and Streicher. He performed nearly 150 
solo and chamber works for Da Camera of Houston in its path -breaking 
first six seasons, and he has for thirteen years been a member of the re
nowned ensemble CONTEXT. Mr. Connelly has appeared with many of to
day's most respected instrumentalists, such as violinist Sergiu Luca, cellists 
Michael Kannen, Gary Hoffman, and Lynn Harrell, flutist Carol Wincenc, 
clarinetist Charles Neidich, and pianists Robert Levin and Andre-Michel 
Schub, and he has shared ragtime recitals with jazz pianist Marcus Roberts. 
He teaches piano performance and chamber music at the Shepherd School. 
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