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 I'd love to tell you a little bit about myself.  I was born and raised in north Philadelphia.  I lived in 
south Philadelphia for a while.  I have one biological brother and six stepbrothers and sisters that I love so 
much.  I never thought that I would go to college, because no one in the family had ever gone to college.  It 
just wasn't something that anybody thought about.  I graduated from high school.  I graduated from 
Overbrook High School in Philadelphia, and I was so excited about graduating from high school, and my 
grandmother, Dolly Dimples, used to always introduce me as "This is my granddaughter the legal secretary," 
because when I graduated from high school, I went to work in the district attorney's office in Philadelphia, 
and I became a legal secretary – went from a Stenographer I to a Stenographer II and then a 
Stenographer III, and legal secretary was the ultimate.  Grandmother was very proud of me.  I was excited 
too, but at some point during that time when I was working for the attorneys in the district attorney's 
office, I realized that they weren't any smarter than I was, and that was like a light came on.  I did start to go 
to the community college in Philadelphia when they first opened the community college, and what was 
amazing to me about that was college was not a big deal.  Community college was very, very, very 
enlightening for me.  I loved being there.  I was afraid though when I had to take chemistry.  I had not had 
chemistry before, but I learned that I loved chemistry, and then I learned that I loved a lot of the other 
courses that we had there, so I always tell my students when I talk to them, or the young people, please 
give community colleges a chance, because community college is a wonder stepping stone.  So after the 
community college, I transferred my credits to Temple University, and I went through undergrad school, 
and then I went on to law school.  So it was just a progression of things in my life that made me realize as I 
got from one point to the other "What's the big deal?"  I can do this, and that's what I'd like to leave for the 
children.  That's what I'd like for everyone to realize, that there's really nothing that you can't do if in your 
heart you want to do it, if it's something you want to do, and sometimes it may not be in your heart, 
because you haven't been exposed to anyone that's done that before.  So you may not have even thought 
about it, but community college, that's No. 1.  Give it a try.  And No. 2, go one and try those things that you 
thought perhaps you couldn't do, because no one else in the family had done it.  You can be the first one.   
 
Well, I really, really have to say that – the same thing most people say – I got here as fast as I could.  I love 
Houston.  I came to Houston in 1990 when I was appointed to the immigration court.  I was the first African 
American female immigration judge in the entire United States when I was appointed in 1990.  I had an 
option to go to Chicago or a place called El Centro, California, but we chose Houston.  It's my late husband, 
Dr. Guy Rankin, and I came to Houston, and we fell in love with Houston.  First we fell in love with all of the 
people here.  James Douglas, you know who was at the time that I came here he was the dean of the law 
school there, and he and my husband became very close, and I became very close to his then wife, Carol 
Douglas.  So we got connected through the Douglases very much in the community.  James Douglas dragged 
me onto the Sickle Cell Association Board, and I started to work on sickle cell, finding a cure for sickle cell, 
and from there I established something called Men of Style Let the Fashions Begin.  That's a charity that 
raises funds for Texas Children's Hospital, and it's responsible for Texas Children's Hospital having a sickle 
cell research center.  We got involved in the Symphony Board.  The Holocaust Museum – they had me chair 
an event for them.  NAACP, of course, that goes without saying, got involved with the NAACP, and I was 
chair of the youth committee for the NAACP for a while, became lifetime members of the NAACP.  So we 
have been really, really busy in the community.  Now, I lost Dr. Rankin in 1996, and that was a period that 
was sad, and I never thought I would remarry, but I met a wonderful man named Kerry Yates.  So I met 
Kerry actually the same year – the end of that year – and we dated for about 2 years, and then we got 
married in '98.  So we're coming up, I guess, on 18 or 19 years, but now the two of us are very, very much 
involved in the community together.  You'll see us out and about doing lots and lots and lots of things in the 
community.  So Houston is here; it's in my heart.  I love Houston with a passion.  I had the opportunity to go 
to Rice University to take some speaking classes.  I did that in a couple of years ago, and that was a very, 
very exciting experience for me.  The professor was full of compliments, so I liked that a lot, but I am now 
excited about my granddaughter, Jasmine.  She's graduating from high school next year, and they're looking 
at her at Rice University.  So we're very well connected here in Houston.  I wouldn't want to live any place 
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else.  I have traveled all over the world, have been to Greece.  I've been to Italy, been to France, been to 
Africa – wonderful to travel, but there's no place like Houston.  This is an awesome place to live.   
 
When I think about Rice University, I think about Dr. Andrea Matthews.  She is wonderful, and she was my 
reintroduction to Rice University, because she talked to me about the program a couple of years ago, but 
she volunteered her time to work with me on my event – the one that I do for Texas Children's Hospital.  
She volunteered, she brought us some volunteers, and she worked really hard with us, and that was before 
she got her doctorate, so I've been connected with Rice University through her, and also I have been 
honored as a Woman of Distinction for the Crohn's Colitis Organization, and one of the women who was 
honored with me is married to one of the officers there at Rice University, and so I've had different paths 
that have taken me back to Rice University.  I know that Rice University is Ivy League like the Ivy League of 
the south I guessed you'd call it.  That's what they call it, and it's a wonderful school, and it's a school that 
gives you an awful lot for your money.  I am hoping that by going to Rice and seeing those things that I was 
able to donate or submit, the students – or they don't have to be students; they can be adults – can see that 
I'm just an ordinary person, just someone who was blessed enough to meet the people who were 
interested in helping me along the way.   
 
I remember when I was in junior high school there were a couple of gym teachers who used to always tease 
me about my smile, and they'd say it was like the sun breaking through the clouds – any little thing that you 
can say to a child that boosts them up, and that was really, really nice.  So the pictures and anything that I 
submitted – they're just things that show that I'm just a person like anybody else, but I had a blessing.  I had 
a ****.  I had people along the way who were interested in me, and that's another thing that I'd like to 
leave.  My legacy should be that I loved reaching back and helping.  I loved meeting young people who are 
just getting started.  I like to introduce them to people who can help them along the way to help them do 
some of the things that they're interested in doing.  I love connecting them.  I love connecting people, and 
I'm sure that that's because of the exposure that I had to the people that helped me.  So, I have pictures, 
probably letters, portrait of me on the bench, and anything else that I might be able to submit, I'll submit.  
There's probably some other things that would be nice to have.  I want my granddaughters and my 
grandsons to get a chance to go and see all of those things, and I am just very, very excited about the 
opportunity to do this.  This is a wonderful thing that you're doing.  It's wonderful.   
 
I am really excited to talk to you about Indestructible Beginnings.  This is a book that I – it's just a small book 
– I use it when I do my classes for the children, for adults too, but the reason I even thought about doing 
this is I had someone come to me from Jack and Jill and say they wanted me to do a class for the 
debutantes-to-be, and the only thing that I could find was a big sophisticated etiquette book, Emily Post, 
and I didn't think that would be good for the children, so I did this little book.  It's called the ABCs of 
Common Courtesy, and it's a wonderful little book, because it does take you through a very basic "listen 
when someone's speaking" – very, very basic, but there's so many people that don't do that – right though 
the proper table settings, right through your image, and talk to them an awful lot about the image and how 
important it is for our girls – girls that look like me – to know that you're precious, that you're special, so I 
spend a lot of time – even have a video – where I talk to the class about nothing but their image, how 
important it is the way you carry yourself, how important it is what comes out of your mouth, because 
sometimes you'll hear kids talking, and you're wondering "Where did they get that from?"  So they need to 
know that what they talk about and what they speak about and what they think about, that music that they 
listen to, it all has an impact on how they are perceived.   
 
So this is one small book, but right now I'm also working on a book called Presumed Inferior, and I'm hoping 
to get that done by the end of this year.  Presumed Inferior traces the life of a little chocolate girl in 
America.  Presumed inferior, because you're born and raised in north Philadelphia, and you're a little 
chocolate girl.  It talks about how that the little girl goes from Philadelphia, and how she decides to go onto 
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college, how she decides that she wants to do more and see more, how she finds herself traveling all over 
the world, and how exciting it is to go other places and find out that people are excited about you, because 
you're excited about yourself.  So that's another thing that's important for me to transfer to them:  your 
attitude, whatever it is you express about yourself, what you give to other people – that's what you're going 
to get back, and I did learn that in traveling all over the world, that people that had never seen before, after 
being there for a days, that they're calling you by your first name.  So this book – it's going to be done in 
sequences.  I'm going to take it from the beginning from when the child was in north Philadelphia right 
through coming to Houston, sitting on the bench, the kinds of reception that she got, because remember, 
this is the south.  So there's a section in the book that talks about the fact that Houston, or Texas itself, was 
a sanctuary state for slaveholders.  Because we didn't find out about the release for 2 years, and because it 
was known that those slaveholders could go to – I believe it was Kansas and/or Texas – they were still able 
to hold their slaves.  So coming here as the first African American immigration judge, that was quite a shock 
for Houston, Texas.  So this book takes it right on through there, and then of course the next installation of 
the book will be the next part of that person's life.  Well, we talked about the fact that it was like "Houston, 
we've got a black immigration judge," and from the very beginning, some of the attorneys who would come 
into court, you could see their hesitation, and one of them who turned out to be my favorite after some 
time was the one who came in and wagged his finger at this little judge and said, "Hello, girlie" to her, and 
of course she told him, "Sir, you will address me as Your Honor, and you will maintain decorum in the 
court."  So after that, he said he meant no disrespect, and they became very close – the new judge and this 
particular gentleman.  He was about 80 years at that time, and his wife and the husband of the judge, they 
became very close friends.  That position was an appointed position – in fact was appointed under the 
Reagan-Bush administration, and it's a lifetime appointment.  So that was a very, very exciting thing to 
happen, and it's made a big difference in my life, because it's put me in a position to do a lot of things for a 
lot of people as well as for myself, and it's something that I still feel sometimes it's surreal, but when I think 
back to where I started to here, it's surreal, and I'm very thankful.   
 
Giving some thought to what else I could do or how else I could connect with the community through Rice, I 
would love to do something like teach ballet classes through Rice maybe to some community children, 
because that's another love I have.  I love the arts, and I particularly love the performing arts.  I started 
studying ballet when I was about 6 years old.  In fact, when I years ago lived in New Jersey and I didn't talk 
about my two wonderful sons – I have two boys.  They're Harry and Terry.  They are now of course grown 
up, and they have their own families, but they are wonderful sons.  Harry's a webmaster, and Terry is a 
double degree.  He has a 4-year nursing degree, but he has his own trucking line now.  So Terry is in Atlanta, 
and Harry has moved her to Houston with his wife and my three beautiful granddaughters.  So I used to 
take them with me to teach my classes when I was teaching the ballet classes in the community, and they 
would go with me, and it was always funny because they'd jump all over the place and upset everything, but 
I just see that as another way to give back to the community and something I would enjoy so much, and I 
know that's something that perhaps we could do through Rice.  That would be very, very nice.  Also, if Rice 
wanted to do something with the children all the way through college, actually the ABCs of Common 
Courtesies, I would love to do something like that, and I know that it would be nice, and it would be well 
worth, and it would be something wonderful for connecting Rice to the community.   
 
Ah, yes, I have a passion for ballet. When I was 5 years old, my daddy had a drycleaners.  We lived in back of 
the drycleaners, or our apartment was in back of the drycleaners, and daddy had taken the clothes and 
pressed, and there was a lady who used to come in.  Her name was Ms. Lillian.  She's a full-figured beautiful 
woman, and she talked about opening the ballet studio.  Was I 5 of 6?  I worried that lady to death.  "When 
are you going to open the ballet school?"  "When are you going to open the school?"  Well, she finally did, 
and I got to go.  I couldn't wait to go.  I loved it.  I loved it.  I studied ballet there all the way through.  My 
parents – we didn't have a lot of money – but they saw that I had ballet lessons.  Then I transferred to 
Sydney King.  Sydney King School of Ballet was in south Philadelphia right off the subway stop.  Lola Falana 
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was in my class.  She was awesome.  Every time they'd say first position and do something down the floor, 
she had it and she was gone.  It was fantastic, but I love ballet, went to Ms. Sydney when we got to the 
place where daddy couldn't pay for my ballet classes anymore, Ms. Sydney said, "Don't let that stop you.  
You keep coming, because you're good.  You keep coming to class."  She did that for a lot of students, and 
for that reason, Lola Falana always took care of Ms. Sydney when she got really well known and she was 
doing well, she took care of Ms. Sydney.  After I got married, we fixed a place in the basement with the 
mirrors on the wall and the ballet bar on the wall, and I would teach ballet to the neighbors, and then they 
asked me to teach ballet at the Y there in New Jersey, and I did teach ballet there for a while.  So it's just in 
my heart.  It's in my head.  It's the same thing that's in me.  I'm my DNA.  It's the same thing in me that 
makes me curious about everything that wants to ask a million questions.  It's just there.   
 
My work with the children, and adults too, is done through Indestructible Beginnings.  There's a web site, 
Indestructible Beginnings, and also – CMRY for Clarease Mitchell Rankin Yates – CMRYImage.com.  You can 
go on there and find out when the classes are, where they're going to be, register for whatever kind of class 
you want.  We do classes for male and female, adults as well as children.  In fact, I have two attorneys 
who've come to me and asked me to do classes for them, because they're beginning to get involved in 
things internationally as well as locally that they hadn't anticipated before.  I'm also certified as an 
international protocol instructor.  So I have those classes where you can change your image according to 
your dress, according to your nonverbal communication.  For the children, I've actually done a class for 
Houston Community College an entire summer for the freshman.  I could do that for Rice too, and that was 
to teach the young ladies from A to Z make-up, hairstyles, dress – the very basics of etiquette.  We have 
charts that we set out so they know, because I've had people who've been at the top of the social ladder, 
been at an event, but they weren't even sure which fork to pick up.  So I've had them call me and tell me 
that, you know, "I never knew my husband was going to become so successful, and I would love to have just 
some very basic etiquette classes."  So the classes cover all of those things and also the importance of your 
character, the importance of doing the right thing, because I don't care how smart you are, if you have a 
tendency to run over everyone else, like those folks I found in law school who would rip out a page in the 
library book to keep you from getting it if there was an assignment, just teaching them about doing the 
right things, and you know, that's very, very important.  In my mind, one of the most important things that I 
could teach children or adults is the impression that people get when they first see you.  They get an 
impression.  If you walk into a room – and I usually do a demonstration when I'm teaching class – if you 
come into a room slumped over, looking like you're lost, right away people are going to categorize you as 
someone who doesn't know what you're doing, you're not sure about yourself, but if you walk into the 
room like it's your room, it makes a big difference.  It's a big difference in the reception that you get, or if 
you're going for a job interview, and you walk in like you're afraid, or if you walk in like you're supposed to 
be there, it makes a big difference.  So as I said earlier that body language means everything.  It means 
everything, and also what you think about yourself.  It emanates from you.  If you feel that you don't 
deserve to be here, "Well, I'm here, but I really don't deserve to be," everyone will know that, and a lot of 
people feel like that, but some of them have learned not to show that.  So if you don't show that, but you 
exude your confidence, then eventually it comes to exactly where it's supposed to be, and I just think that's 
crucial that we teach our children about self-confidence.   
 
I have always been a very curious person.  When I was a legal secretary, working in the district attorney's 
office, my boss would say, "Don't you ever get tired of asking questions?" because I always wanted to know.  
"How did that happen?"  "How do we get that?"  "What's that about?"  And I think that's something we 
need to teach our children, because the only way you're going to get it, and also want to get to the next 
phase, is if you're curious about what's going on.  I was never satisfied with just getting here, and "Oh well.  
That's it."  After I got to one level, I was looking over to see "Well, what's next?"  "What's my next challenge, 
and where do I go now?"  And sometimes curiosity was opened by something you were exposed to that you 
never thought about.  Sometimes just being in a place at a particular time or meeting someone who talked 
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about something that you never thought about.  Maybe you never thought about living on the water.  The 
very first time that I had a friend take me to Delaware to meet some of his family members, they lived on 
the water.  I was from north Philadelphia.  I didn't know anything about living on the water, but I said, "Oh 
my goodness.  That's wonderful.  I'd like to have that someday."  So now, I wrote out when I came out here 
exactly what I wanted.  I wanted a house with lots of glass, lots of windows, open, sunshine coming 
through.  I love landscaping.  I love working in the garden too.  On the water, I wanted a pool.  If you could 
see the house that we live in now – I'm not bragging; I'm saying, "Thank you, Jesus" – but if you could it, it 
looks like the creator say, "Oh, okay, young lady.  You want this, this, this, and this, and here it is."  So we 
have a modest house.  It's not a huge house.  It's a nice little house, but it's got lots of glass, lots of sunshine, 
bright walls.  We can see the lake, and we have the pool, but it's all because of – I call it – creative 
visualization.   
 
So how do you get where you want to be?  You put it in here, and you put it in here, and you pray, pray, 
pray, and talk, talk, talk.  You talk about it.  When you see people and you're out some place, I would say, 
"Don't just sit and talk to your friends.  Talk to the new people in the room, because the very person that 
you're ignoring maybe that's the person you're going to see the next day for an interview."  So I think don't 
limit yourself.  When you're exposed to something new, be curious.  Look and see what's out there.  Don't 
be satisfied with the status quo.  Meet new people.  We have so many different cultures here in the United 
States.  So there's right across the street – we're in a cul-de-sac – and right across from us there's a 
wonderful Indian family.  We've been in the house for 16 years.  So I watch those kids grow up, and I had 
some surgery, and the young man – his name is Shawn – when my husband would go to work, he would 
come over and take me walking, because he wanted to make sure I was OK.  His mother would send food 
over for us.  Then in the next house there's a white family, and they're wonderful, but it's just wonderful to 
reach out to people, and by doing that, you're going to be exposed to new things.  So that takes you again 
into something else.  So just to think about "How did I get where I am?"  "Did I have goals?"  Well, 
sometimes I had goals, because sometimes I'd want to take a class, like at Rice, I wanted to improve my 
speaking.  I wanted to improve my technique on the dance floor.  I wanted to learn about zydeco – I didn't 
know what zydeco was.  When we moved here to Houston, it was like moving to another world.  There's 
boudin – what is boudin?  There's zydeco.  There's so much that's new, and so I just think it's important to 
stay excited about life, and always look for something new, and don't be afraid to reach out to new groups 
and new people, and learn about things.   
 
If I could go backwards, I would speak five languages.  I'd speak Spanish – my Spanish is OK.  You know, I 
speak a little of everything.  I didn't realize it until someone comes in the court and I say, "Niho mou."  
That's the Chinese.  It's Mandarin.  I didn't realize – you don't even know that you've learned those things, 
but you open up to learn those things.  You say "bon jour"; that's French.  Spanish, German, "Sprechen de 
Deutsch."  I mean there's everything.  You can learn a little bit about everything, so I just think you never 
stop wanting to learn.  You never stop reaching.  You never stop being excited, because when you do, it's 
over.  It's just over.  I would love to be an ambassador to a Spanish-speaking country or an English-speaking 
country.  I would love to do that.  That's the line in my resume.  I would love to be an ambassador for the 
United States.  
 
I love our country.  I love America.  I'm very proud to be here.  I'm so thankful everyday when I sit in court 
that, you know, we were born here, and I really think I'd make a wonderful ambassador, because I love 
people.  Well, the ambassador represents – you could be an ambassador for a country.  You could be an 
ambassador for your business.  You could be an ambassador for your school.  An ambassador is someone 
who goes out and talks about whatever it is you're doing, and for a country you're going to let people know 
that America is wonderful, and it depends on which country you're the ambassador to.  You would entertain 
people from that country, probably talk to them about treaties and things that are going on that they could 
become involved in here.  If you were an ambassador for your business, you're going to go out and talk 
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about what the advantages would be if you would come and be my client.  The ambassador – goodwill – it's 
someone that extends goodwill.  That's what the ambassador does.  I don't know why I have always loved 
Spanish.  I started studying Spanish when I was in junior high school in north Philadelphia.  I loved it.  I loved 
the enunciation.  I loved that it's sharp and precise.  German and French – I can't get it.  My friends tease 
me when I'm trying to speak French.  "Clarease, just tell me what you want to say in English."  But Spanish is 
sharp, and it's crisp, and it's beautiful.  So I do love Spanish, and I studied Spanish in high school.  Then I 
studied Spanish in college, but the reason I stopped studying Spanish in college is because I knew that I 
wanted to go to law school.  So I knew I had to keep my --- up.  The students that I shared classes with in 
Spanish were of course teachers, those who were going to teach Spanish.  So they were going to be much 
better than me and some of them were from Spanish-speaking countries.  So I just thought the competition 
would be too much, would make my --- go down so that's the only reason I stopped it.  Of course, now I 
went on in court.  It's funny because sometimes I think I understand more than I do, but Spanish is just a 
very exciting language.  And then being here in Houston, you need to know Spanish because so many of our 
citizens and so many of our neighbors are Spanish speaking.  So if you drive down the street, how many 
signs do you see that are in Spanish?  So it just seemed that that would be the thing to do.   
 
I don't know why I'm so excited about everything.  I don't know why there's so many things I want to do.  
My husband says slow down.  Let the Fashions begin, that's the name of the charity that I do for Texas 
Children's Hospital.  He says “tonight we're going to let the fashions end, shut it down.”  I don't know why I 
get so excited about things and there are so many more things that I would love to do.  It's just the DNA, it's 
in me.  It's why I am like I am, I guess.  My mother's 93 years old and she still wears high heels and makeup, 
she plays Bingo, she's just wonderful, and I guess I get some of it from her.  My dad, I lost my dad some 
years ago, but he was wonderful.  I call him a gentle, wonderful man.  So I've got the best of each of them, I 
think.  Daddy was slow talking and slow walking, and so I got lots of Daddy and I got my mother's little 
freckles.  I've got freckles on this little chocolate face from my mommy.  So I'm a combination of the two of 
them.  The most exciting things for me has been my blended family first.  My stepmother, who taught me so 
much, she was so wonderful, with her six children, that was a wonderful thing, and she taught me how to 
be a good stepmother.  So when I married Cary, of course, I had my two boys and he had his three children.  
We blended the children and it's a wonderful blended family, and I just wanted to mention that because I 
know that there are a lot of families.  Ideally, you stay married to the first husband or spouse and the family 
would stay the one family unit.  However, there are a lot of people that marry and blend families and it can 
work.  It can be beautiful, especially if you teach the mothers and the fathers that the parent of the other 
children and your wife-in-law or your husband-in-law.  Put them together and work for the children, it's 
really important.   
 
One of the things that stirs my heart, it stirs my heart, is when I see a little girl, a little chocolate girl walking 
down the street with her eyes down, head down, and I want to grab her and say hold your head up.  Look 
up.  Pull your shoulders back, because that's so important.  That's what my mother did for me and with me.  
When I first started working at the International Trade Commission as an attorney, I was approached by one 
of the older gentleman that worked in the mailroom and he said, "Counselor, we're so glad that you're 
here, and I have a favor to ask of you.  We have a little girl that works downstairs in the mailroom and she 
looks like she could be your sister, and she needs a self-esteem shot.  You could give it to her.  You could 
give that to her because she just doesn't think she's worthy."  And so that became my project.  I did that 
and I was so happy to do that, and I made her realize that she was precious and that she was beautiful, and 
that I have a PowerPoint that I do for the kids and it starts with, it shows where our idea of beauty comes 
from, and it shows the Europeans coming over with the Spanish hats on, talking about blue eyes and blonde 
hair, and I said that's wonderful because they're beautiful too, but so am I, and so the other little girls that 
look like me.  So I do a workshop just on that because to me, it's so important.  It's really important that 
they know that they're special, that they're beautiful, and I think if I could paint, I would paint some of them 
that I see because I see them and I want to capture their faces.  Sometimes I'll even tell someone you might 
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be in a restaurant and there's a beautiful brother, and I say if I could paint, I would paint you.  I'm not 
flirting, but I just people to know that we're all beautiful.  It's important.  It's really, really important.  So my 
passion comes from my mother smacking me, sit up straight, keep your head up, you're beautiful.  My 
grandmother, Dolly Dimples, she used to tell me because they were the light side, Daddy was the dark side, 
she would tell me – my grandmother Dolly Dimples maybe had second grade education, she was beautiful 
with her dimples, and she said, "I want you to be very vain".  Well, I was little, I didn't really know the 
meaning of vain, but I knew she meant that she wanted me to sit up straight and walk with my head up, and 
care about how I looked, and I understand now that what she wanted for me was exactly what I want for all 
my little girls and little boys.  It's so important, that self-esteem.  So I guess it goes way back to Mommy and 
Dolly Dimples, and then my dad, I was the apple of his eye.  I was lucky to have that.  I know a lot of the 
little girls don't have that.  They don't have a daddy that tells them how wonderful they are or the mommy 
that tells them to sit up straight.  I want to be both of them to those kids.   
 
My Dolly Dimples, her other daughter had children that lived in Virginia, and they called her Big Mama, and 
I liked to call her Grandmother, but of course, her nickname was Dolly Dimples, and she was phenomenal.  
She was earthy.  She sang in Club Harlem and Atlantic City.  She was a showgirl, and she had my mother 
when she was 17.  Mommy had me when she was 17.  They were young and anyway Mommy and Daddy, 
they were married, but Dolly Dimples was just fire.  She was sparkles.  She was wonderful.  She could light 
up a room when she would walk in, and her favorite saying was also take a little time.  She was really, really 
something, and if I ever did a movie, I'd have somebody play Dolly Dimples.  I have a passion for fashion and 
you know that.  I think I got it from my mother.   
 
When I was a little girl and I would dress up for Halloween, the other kids would want to be a ghost or 
something.  I wanted to be a woman.  I wanted my hair put up on top of my head.  I wanted to clomp 
around on my mother's high heels.  I wanted her fur piece around me.  I've always loved being a woman 
and I love fashion.  I've always loved fashion.  Passion for fashion is what I call it.  I think another thing I 
would do if I had another choice, I would be a designer.  I would design clothes because I know exactly how 
I want to look.  I know exactly what I want to wear.  It's just in here.  I know I love bracelets.  That's my 
signature.  If you see me without a bracelet, you know it wasn't a good day for me.  I love coordinating 
things, and then sometimes I like something a little off.  I like the classic, but with a twist.  I'm a mature 
woman, but I don't want to look like an old woman.  I want to look like a mature woman but with some 
class.  I just love fashion.  I like to add something new to the old things that I have.  I love turquoise jewelry.  
I love all kinds of remnants.  I love purses and shoes, and let me loose in a store.  My girlfriend that I 
mentioned, Carol Douglas, well, we would go shopping together.  There was a store on West Gray called 
Baubles and Beads.  It was a resale store, fabulous stuff, and I say fabulous stuff because I can afford to buy 
a nice suit.  I can afford to pay $200.00, $300.00, $400.00, more for a suit if I wanted to, but you'd go to 
Baubles and Beads, and you could find a $10,000.00 suit for $150.00.  Carol and I used to go in there.  When 
we'd go in, they'd just back up because they knew we were going to be running in there, snatching things 
from each other, and giggling and having fun because we both enjoy that so much.  Fashion, yeah, that's 
one of my passions.   
 
I love to tell my young lawyers, and I get a lot of calls from the young ladies and young men just out of law 
school or wanting to go to law school, I tell them it's really important to talk to people about what you want 
to do and find a mentor.  Always find a mentor, someone that's already doing what you want to do.  Call 
them up and offer to take them to lunch.  Tell them I'd like to take you to lunch because I want to pick your 
brain, and it's okay, they'll be flattered and you'll get a chance to form a relationship with someone that's 
already doing some of the things that you want to do.  So example, when I have someone call me and say 
my cousin is moving to Houston, she's just graduated, it's always my pleasure to get her, pick her up, take 
her out, and introduce her to five of my favorite girlfriends who are in law, and then from there usually, 
they connect with someone, one or two, and they wind up being very good friends with them or doing 
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business, but it's just important to connect people.  It's mentorship or getting a mentor.  That's crucial.  If 
you're just getting out of law school or you're wanting to get into law school, call someone and say can I 
come and sit in your court and watch and see what happens, or if you get connected with an attorney, 
criminal law, I think I'd like to do that, can I come and follow you around one day and see what you do, or 
can I maybe even offer to volunteer to work in your office for a summer so that I can learn what I have to 
look forward to.  Go visit the courts.  Whatever kind of law it is that you think you'd like to practice, go sit in 
the courtrooms.  You can do that.  But get yourself exposed to that thing that you think you might like to do 
because maybe you won't like it, but then again, maybe it'll help you see exactly what kind of law you'd like 
to practice. 
 


