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SHEPHERD SCHOOL 

BRASS CHOIR 

Marie Speziale, conductor 

featuring 

DAVID KIRK, Tuba 

and 

NOVUS 

Sunday, October 24, 2004 

8:00 p.m. 

Stude Concert Hall 

RICE UNNERSITY 



PROGRAM 

Wiener Philharmoniker Fanfare Richard Strauss 
,.. 

(1864-1949) ,_,_ 

0 Jesu Christ, mein's Lebens Licht 
from Cantata 118 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

Variations for Solo Tuba and Nine Horns Bernhard Heiden 
(1910-2000) 

David Kirk, tuba 

INTERMISSION 

Five Impromptus 

NOVUS 

Symphony for Brass and Percussion 

Andante - Allegro 
Vivace 
Lento desolato 
Introduction -Allegro 

Jan Koetsier 
(b. 1911) 

Gunther Schuller 
(b . 1925) 

The reverberative acoustics of Stude Concert Hall magnify the slightest 
sound made by the audience. Your care and courtesy will be appreciated. 
The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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PROGRAM NOTES 

Wiener Philharmoniker Fanfare . . Richard Strauss 

As a young boy, Richard Strauss grew up listening to one of the finest 
horn players of his day, his father Franz Strauss. It is to no surprise then, 
that Richard possessed great skill and finesse at writing brass music. The 
Wiener Philharmoniker Fanfare was no exception. It was written for the 
Vienna Philharmonic Ball held on March 4, 1924, a highlight of Vienna's 
annual social calendar. This piece was one of several fanfares composed 
and played as an emblem of civic pride, and it was used for various ceremo
nial fimctions . Strauss extended the orchestral use of brass and the length 
of fanfares in these compositions. The piece is scored for eight horns, six 
trumpets, six trombones, two tubas, and timpani. 

- Note by Brandon Beck 

0 Jesu Christ, mein's Lebens Licht . . Johann Sebastian Bach 

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Thuringia in 1685, the eighth child 
of Johann Ambrosius Bach. The Bach family was a traditional family of mu
sicians earning their living as town musicians, organists, and cantors, and 
several gained fame as composers as well. Johann Sebastian became well
trained in music early in his life, earning his living by singing and by playing 
various instruments. From a young age, he was regarded as an organ virtu
oso. He had twenty children from two marriages, several of whom went on to 
become composers and musicians in their own right. 0 Jesu Christ, mein's 
Lebens Licht ("O Jesus Christ, my Life's Light") is one of Bach's Cantatas 
(No. 118), and was originally written in a choral setting. It has been edited 
for brass choir by Robert King. 

- Note by Catherine Turner 

Variations for Solo Tuba and Nine Horns Bernhard Heiden 

This composition was commissioned by tubist Harvey G. Phillips and de
dicated to his friend, the late horn virtuoso, John R. Barrows (1913-1974). 
For many years Barrows was the "first call" horn player in New York City's 
recording studios and concert halls. While in New York, Barrows formed a 
professional social club which he named The Valhalla Club, started with a 
membership of nine horns and one tuba, Harvey Phillips. Alec Wilder com
posed and dedicated to Barrows and Phillips Suites No. I and No. 2 for Horn, 
Tuba and Piano. Barrows' many friends and admirers suffered a great loss 
when he died from Hodgkin's disease in 1974. 

Phillips commissioned another mutual composer friend, Bernhard Heiden, 
to write a work for solo tuba and "The Valhalla Horn Choir's" nine horns. 
The result is a spectacular and challenging composition of variations. Phil
lips explains, "The last Variation, toward the end, keeps repeating a plain
tive instrumental call for 'John Barrows ... John Barrows ' I" 

Bernhard Heiden 's music is neo-classical in its formal structure, the early 
works portraying the influence of his teacher, Paul Hindemith . Strongly poly
phonic in texture, his prolific output, especially in the genre of chamber music, 
demonstrates a mastery of sonorous balance and effective instrumentation. 

- Note provided by Harvey G. Phillips 



Five Impromptus . . Jan Koetsier 

One of the most prolific composers to write for brass, Jan Koetsier, was 
born in Amsterdam in 1911. He attended the Berlin College of Music, where 
he studied both composition and conducting. Following graduation, he con
ducted orchestras in both Lubeck and Berlin before being appointed the assis
tant conductor of the Concertgebouw Orchestra in 1942. After an eight-year 
stint in his homeland, Mr. Koetsier became the principal conductor of the Ba
varian Radio Orchestra for sixteen years, as well as a freelance composer. 
Upon his retirement from the orchestra, he accepted a position at the Musik
hochschule in Munich in 1966, where he is still a faculty member. His compo
sitions have been performed by such ensembles as the Philadelphia Orches
tra and the Phillip Jones Brass Ensemble. His solo and chamber music works 
have been performed and recorded throughout the world. 

In honor of his accomplishments, the Musikhochshule in Munich holds 
a yearly brass competition that rotates between solo and chamber ensembles 
of various instrumentation, 2004 being the year of the Trombone Quartet. 
The Shepherd School's own Novus Quartet will travel to Germany during the 
Thanksgiving holiday to compete against a truly international field of fellow 
trombone quartets. 

The Five Impromptus, heard here tonight, is the test piece for this year's j 
competition. In five short but varied movements, the composer utilizes almost 
every aspect of the trombone's distinct sound and unique capabilities. Whether 
it is the use of mutes, glissando techniques, extreme dynamic range, or the I 
glorious sound of four trombones in harmony, the Five Impromptus show
cases the trombone quartet like few other pieces do. 

- Note by Mike Selover 

Symphony for Brass and Percussion . . Gunther Schuller 

Gunther Schuller was a son of a German immigrant and was born in New 
York on November 22, 1925. He started music at an early age and studied 
composition,flute, and horn. He played horn in the Cincinnati Symphony at 
the age of seventeen and the Metropolitan Opera at nineteen. He received the 
National Institute of Arts and Letters Award and the Brandeis Creative Arts 
Award in 1960, the Darius Milhaud Award for the best film score of 1964, the 
ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award and the Alice M Ditson Conductor's Award in 
1970, and honorary Doctorate of Music degrees from Northeastern Univer
sity and Colby College. 

Schuller composed 160 original works in virtually every genre. In 1949-
50, he composed the Symphony for Brass and Percussion. A year later it was 
premiered with Leon Barzin at the International Society of Contemporary 
Music. The symphony consists of four movements which represent different 
characteristics of the brass family. The opening introductory character of the 
first movement is followed by the scherzo movement and requires the great 
facility of the instruments and attentive ensemble playing. The third movement 
is very expressive and features six muted trumpets. The thunderous opening 
of the fourth movement is followed by a timpani roll that marks beginning of 
the fast tempo. Running sixteenth notes are passed throughout the movement 
which climaxes to a chord including all twelve notes of the chromatic scale. 
Overall this symphony explores and utilizes the abilities of the modern brass 
instruments and melds their sounds in ways that are truly remarkable. 

- Note by Jonas Vandyke and Margaret Tung 
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SHEPHERD SCHOOL BRASS CHOIR 

Trumpet Horn (cont.) Bass Trombone 
Ryan Gardner Christopher Hine Christopher Beaudry 
Benjamin Grow Benjamin Jaber * 
Greg Haro Robert Johnson Tuba 

Aubrey Ferguson Lacey Hays Margaret Tung 
James McClarty Catherine Turner William Samson 

Christopher Scanlon Jonas Vandyke Euphonium 
Zebediah Upton Dr. Grady Hallman * 

Trombone 
Horn Michael Clayville Percussion 

Angela Bagnetto Michael Selover Brandon Bell 

Brandon Beck John Widmer Nathan Lassell 

Emily DeRohan Logan Wild * Guest 

NOVUS 

First Place, 

2004 International Trombone Association, 

Quartet Competition 

Christopher Beaudry 
Michael Clayville 

Michael Selover 
John Widmer 

SHEPHERD SCHOOL BRASS FACULTY 

Marie Speziale, Professor of Trumpet and Brass Department Chair 
William Ver Meulen, Professor of Horn 

David Waters, Associate Professor of Trombone 

David Kirk, Associate Professor of Tuba 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Special thanks to 

Richard Brown, Professor of Percussion; 

Dr. Grady L. Hallman; 

and Benjamin Jaber 



DAVID KIRK has served on the faculty of the Shepherd School of 

Music since 1982. His duties at the Shepherd School include teaching 
private lessons and holding master classes. Mr. Kirk enjoys a national 
reputation for effective teaching of overall musicianship and physical 

aspects of wind playing. He has presented master classes at the Cleve
land Institute of Music, the New England Conservatory, the Cincinnati 

College Conservatory of Music, and the New World Symphony. 
In addition to his work at the Shepherd School, Mr. Kirk is Princi

pal Tubist of the Houston Symphony. He was selected for this position 
during his final year of undergraduate studies at the Juilliard School. 
While at Juilliard, he studied with Don Harry and received chamber 
music coachings from Gerard Schwarz. Other teachers include Ches
ter Schmitz, Warren Deck, Paul Kryzwicki, and Neal Tidwell. 
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