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FACULTY AND 

GUEST ARTIST RECITAL 

WILLIAM VER MEULEN, horn 

SCOTT HOLSHOUSER, piano (guest) 

• SYLVIA VERMEULEN, violin (guest) 
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Thursday,Februaryl2 , 2004 

8:00 p.m. 
Lillian H Duncan Recital Hall 

RICE UNNERSITY ~rd 
School 
ofMusic 



PROGRAM 

Adagio elegiaco und Rondo 

Trio for Violin, Horn and Piano, Op. 44 

Allegro 
Lento 
Theme and Variations 

Fantasie iiber den Sehnsuchtswalzer 
von Schubert, Op. 2 

INTERMISSION 

French Recital Pieces: 

Dance 

Gavotte 

Jan Zdenek Barto§ 
(1908-1981) 

Sir Lennox Berkeley 
(1903-1989) 

Franz Strauss 
(1822-1905) 

Joseph Canteloube 
(1879-1957) 

Andre Ameller 
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(1912-1990) ~ 

Waltz 

Canon in Octave 

Tre Pezzi in forma di Sonata 

Sinfonia. Allegro energico 

Henri Martelli 
(1895-1980) 

Jean Franr;aix 
(1912-1997) 

Karl Pilss 
(1902-1979) 

Intermezzo. Andante, molto moderato e cantabile 
Rondo alla caccia. Allegro con spirito 

The reverberative acoustics of Duncan Recital Hall magnify the slightest 
sound made by the audience. Your care and courtesy will be appreciated. 

The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

Hailed as "an impeccable solo horn" by the Berlin Neue Zeit, WILLIAM 
VER ME ULEN leads his generation of American horn soloists. In Tune mag
azine says, "the horn playing of William Ver Meulen is miraculous I ... clearly 
one of today's superstars of the international brass scene." Fanfare magazine 
writes, "Horn virtuoso William Ver Meulen may be the best of the lot, com
manding his difficult instrument with suavity and grace." 

Mr. Ver Meulen is Professor of Horn at the Shepherd School of Music, a 
position he accepted in 2003. In addition, he is Principal Horn of the Houston 
Symphony. He has served as a Guest Principal Horn of the Los Angeles Phil
harmonic during the 1998-99 season and previously played with the orches
tras of Chicago, Columbus, St. Paul, Honolulu, Kansas City, and the O,pheus 
Chamber Orchestra. 

Mr. Ver Meulen has participated as a performer and on faculty in numer
ous music festivals including Aspen, Tanglewood, Grand Teton, Pacific, Steam
boat Springs, Sun Valley, Colorado, Interlachen, Chamber Music Northwest, 
Orcas Island, and the Maui Music Festival. He has performed to critical ac
claim on four continents as a soloist and chamber musician and is a popular 
artist at the International Horn Symposium. He has performed and toured 
with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and joined friend Joshua 
Bell for chamber music in London's Wigmore Hall. His recording of the four 
Mozart Horn Concerti with Christoph Eschenbach and the Houston Symphony 
is heralded internationally with high critical acclaim and is in its third pres
sing. In addition, the Houston Symphony commissioned a concerto for Mr. Ver 
Meulen by esteemed American composer Samuel Adler which was premiered 
in February 2003. Mr. Ver Meulen has championed numerous new works with 
commissions and premieres, and he will premiere a new concerto by Pierre 
Jalbert in 2004 . 

A recipient of an array of awards and honors, Mr. Ver Meulen received 
first prize at the 1980 International Horn Society Soloist Competition and 
was awarded the Outstanding Brass Player award of the 1985 Tanglewood 
Festival. Equally regarded for his pedagogical maste,y, Mr. Ver Meulen has 
students performing in major orchestras throughout the world. His rate of 
student success leads the industry with over ninety percent of his students 
professionally employed. He is a contributor to the international publication 
for horn is ts, The Horn Call, and has been featured in numerous interviews on 
playing and pedagogy. In 1985 he was invited to the White House to receive 
a "Distinguished Teacher of America Certificate of Excellence" by President 
Reagan and the White House Commission on Presidential Scholars. He coaches 
regularly at the New World Symphony, the National Repertory Orchestra, and 
the National Orchestral Institute. Mr. Ver Meulen received his training at the 
Interlachen Arts Academy and Northwestern University and performs on horns 
handcrafted and custom made by Keith Berg of Canada, Engelbert Schmid of 
Germany, and Paxman of London. His activities as a solo artist are repre
sented by Performing Artists International. 



SCOTT HOLSHOUSER has been the orchestra keyboardist for the Houston 
Symphony since 1980 and is accompanist for the Houston Symphony Chorus. 
A native of Lexington, Kentucky, he began his musical training in Athens, 
Georgia, with Ina Gerchefski. While attending Florida State University, he 
studied with Leonard Mastrogiacomo and continued studies in Houston with 
Abbey Simon. Additionally, he was among the top three prizewinners in both 
the Houston and Dallas Symphony young artist competitions, as well as the 
San Angelo Symphony, the Boca Raton Young Artists, and the National MTNA 
Piano Competitions. 

Mr. Holshouser's solo appearances include pe,formances with the sym
phonies of Dallas, Atlanta, and Stavanger, Norway. With the Houston Sym
phony he has played over twenty solo performances ranging from Bach and 
Mozart to Gershwin and also pe,formed the Schubert Fantasy in F Minor 
for Piano Four-Hands with Christoph Eschenbach. This season he will per
form the Salieri Piano Concerto with the Houston Symphony, and in March 
2003 he performs Rhapsody in Blue with the San Antonio Symphony, a piece 
he performed with the Houston Symphony during an all-Gershwin concert 
during the spring of 2002. 

Mr. Holshouser has been a staff pianist with both Houston Grand Opera 
and the Houston Ballet, and currently serves as a staff accompanist with both 
the Houston Symphony's Ima Hogg Young Artist Competition and the Corpus 
Christi Young Artists' Competition. He is also a participant in the Grand 
Teton Music Festival, playing chamber music and orchestral keyboard. 

He is featured on recordings with clarinetist Richard Nunemaker and 
violinist Pip Clarke. He also currently teaches p iano at the University of 
Houston. He met his wife Eileen while accompanying the Houston Symphony 
Chorus, and they have a young son, Sean. 

SYLVIA VER ME ULEN, violinist, began her career at age sixteen per
forming the Mendelssohn Concerto with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra hav
ing won their Young Artist Competition. She has been an active member of 
Houston's musical community for many years. She is currently a member of 
both the Houston Grand Opera and the Houston Ballet Orchestras. She has 
played with many symphony orchestras, including those of Houston, Colum
bus, and Evansville. As a chamber musician, she has performed in numerous 
music festivals, including Strings in the Mountains, Orcas Island, Kapalua, 
and Sun Valley, among others. Some of her other projects include record
ings of several orchestral works by Schoenberg and Brahms with Christoph 
Eschenbach and the Houston Symphony, and operatic works by Bright Sheng 
and Tod Machover. 

Ms. Ver Meulen earned her degree from Indiana University where she 
studied with Paul Biss, Henryk Kawalski, and Josef Gingold. She currently 
plays on an instrument crafted in 1667 in Modena, Italy, by Antonio Cassini. 
She is married to hornist William Ver Meulen, and they have two children, 
Michael and Nicole. 
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