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Sonatine

Lennox Berkeley
(1903-1989)

Moderato
Adagio
Allegro moderato
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Air (for solo flute)

Toru Takemitsu
(1930-1996)

Red Sun, Chill Wind
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Anne Boyd
(b.1946)

Sonata No.I

Philippe Gaubert
(1879-1941)

Madere
Lent
Allegro moderato

...
INTERMISSION

Rondo in C Major, KV 373

Sonatine, Op. 23
Nonchalant
Lent et soutenu
Assez anime

Sonata
Allegro cantabile
Aria. Moderato con moto
Allegro scherzando

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(1756-1791)

....

Louis Durey
(1888-1979)

.....
...

Otar Taktakishvili
(b.1924)

Co-sponsors of this event include
The Kung Family Woodwind Guest Artist Program
and the A. I Lack Music Master Series
of the University of Houston's Moores School of Music.
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PROGRAM NOTES
by Susan Milan

Sonatine .

r

1

. Lennox Berkeley

Lennox Berkeley was born in Oxford in 1903. He studied modern languages at Oxford, but decided to make music his career, being already a
skillful pianist and promising composer: He studied with Nadia Boulanger
from 1927-32 in Paris and this, combined with his French ancestry, was
the main influence in his stylistic development, which has little connection
with national traditions as exemplified by Elgar and Vaughan Williams.
Berkeley's natural feeling for melody and flair for orchestral texture
enabled him to articulate a particularly personal style in music which
ranges from piano miniatures and songs to large scale orchestral works
and opera.

Red Sun, Chill Wind .

[_

. Anne Boyd

Red Sun, Chill Wind was commissioned for Geoffrey Collins by
2 MES FM with financial assistance from the NWS Division of Cultural
Activities. The first performance was given by Geoffrey Collins and
Nicholas Routley at the S.H. Ervin Museum and Art Gallery, Observato,y Hill, New South Wales, as part of the second concert of the Seymour
Group's Chamber Series '81 on July 12, 1981. Red Sun, Chill Wind is
based on a haiku by the famous Japanese poet Basho:

'"

Red is the sun
Heartlessly indifferent to time,
But the wind knows,
The promise of early chill.

)
Sonata No.I

. Philippe Gaubert

Philippe Gaubert was born in Cahors, France, in 1879. His father,
a cobbler by trade and an amateur clarinetist, taught him the rudiments
of music, and his early instrumental training was on the violin. He later
showed a keen interest in the flute, and at the age of eleven, began to
study with the famous player and teacher Paul Taffanel. In 1893, when
Taffanel was appointed Professor at the Paris Conservatory, Gaubert
joined his class and won his First Prize in 1894. He was said to be the
favorite pupil of Taffanel and later became co-author of the famous
Taffanel-Gaubert Methode de Flute. While beginning a brilliant career
in performing, he continued to study composition and conducting. In
1905 he won a second prize in the coveted Prix de Rome. Meanwhile
he had been appointed assistant conductor of the Opera and Societe

des Concerts of which he was appointed Principal Conductor after the
war years. As a flute player he was famous for his wide palate of tone
colors. This is the key to his music, which explores and expresses the
qualities of the instrument like the brush of an impressionist painter.

R ondo in C Major, KV373

.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The Rondo was originally for violin and orchestra. It was later transcribed by Hoffmeister into D major for the flute, but this evening Susan
Milan is playing the violin version in C major.

Sonatine, Op. 23 .

. Louis Durey

Louis Durey was so moved and impressed by a pe,formance of
Debussy's Pe/leas et Melisande in 1907 that he resolved to devote his
life to music. Born in Paris in 1888, he became a prominent composer
during his lifetime and was one of "Les Six." His music is noticeably influenced by Debussy and Stravinsky, embracing simplicity and polytonality. His chamber music is considered his best work, and this sonatine a cameo of French impressionist writing - is a good example of his serious, searching style.

Sonata .

. Otar Taktakishvili

Otar Taktakishvili, born in Soviet Georgia in 1924, composed the official anthem of the Georgia Republic while he was still a student at the
Tbilisi Conservatory,from which he was graduated in 1947. By 1949 he
had already become the leading figure among Soviet Georgian composers. He was named a professor at the Conservatory, director of the
Georgian State Chorus, and, in 1951, was awarded a State Prize for his
First Symphony. Appointed Minister of Culture for Georgia, Taktakishvili
promotes the culture of a country slightly larger than New Hampshire,
Vermont, and Massachusetts combined - 27, 000 square miles with a population offive million people. The Georgian alphabet is one of the oldest in the world. Its literature and ancient folk arts have created a fertile soil for the establishment of twenty-five theaters where Moliere,
Chekhov, Shakespeare, Verdi, Rossini, and other world-famous authors
and composers are staged and performed. In his dual role as composer
and arts administrator, Taktakishvili is able to make a unique contribution to the art of his country.
Among Taktakishvili's works are two piano concertos, a second symphony, an oratorio honoring the great Georgian epic poet Rustaveli, a
concertina for violin, the symphonic poem Mtsyri, and a large body of
choral and chamber works . The composer's oeuvre is identified with
Georgian folk material in its instrumentation and modality.
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PERFORMER BIOGRAPHIES
In 1974 SUSAN MILAN was appointed Principal Flute of the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra, beginning a multi-dimensional career as an
orchestral principal, chamber musician, soloist, teacher, and lecturer. In
Great Britain she has performed concertos with all the major orchestras,
and she tours frequently throughout Europe, the United States, Australia,
and the Far East. She has given numerous world and Great Britain premieres and has inspired contemporary composers to write for her, among
them Richard Rodney Bennett, Antal Dorati, Carl Davis, Jindrich Feld,
Edwin Roxburgh, Robert Saxton , Ole Schmidt, and Robert Simpson. She
recently recorded the Schmidt Concerto for the Da Capo label and will
soon be recording the Simpson Concerto for Hyperion. Recent commissions include a concerto from the American composer Keith Gates and
a duo for flute and piano by the French composer Jean Sichler. 2003 will
see a new sonata by the British composer Cecilia McCowell. Susan Milan
is often featured on the BBC and records primarily for the Chandos, Upbeat, and Master Classics labels.
In the chamber music field, Susan Milan has formed three ensembles:
the London Sonata Group (flute, oboe, cello, and piano/harpsichord);
the London Debussy Trio (flute, viola, and harp); and the Instrumental
Quintet of London (flute, violin, viola, cello, and harp). She has duo partnerships with the pianists Ian Brown and Katherine Rockhill.
In the academic field, she has researched and published nineteenthcentury repertoire for Boosey & Hawkes, written a number of technical
books, and is presently restoring her collection of historic 78 rpm recordings offlautists from 1910 to 1945 and issuing them on the Master Classics label.
Susan Milan is a Professor of the Royal College of Music, where she
herself was a scholar at the age of sixteen. In 1999 she was awarded a
Fellowship of the Royal College of Music, which was presented to her by
HRH Prince Charles. In 2001 she was appointed Artistic Director of
Woodwinds of the Evergreen Orchestra in Taiwan. She holds two annual
summer master class courses - in Germany and Switzerland. In 2002
she will be performing in Italy, Costa Rica, South Korea, Taiwan , Switzerland, the United States, and Great Britain.
GARY MATTHEWMAN was born in Scarborough, Yorkshire, where
he began studying the piano at the age of twelve. In 1998 he was awarded a foundation scholarship to study at the Royal College of Music with
John Barstow. As an undergraduate of the Royal College of Music, he
won the Eric Harrison Prize, the Pauer Prize, the Shimmin Prize, and
for accompaniment, the Keith Faulkner Prize and the John Blakely Prize.
He graduated this summer with first class honors. Very early on in his
studies at the College, Mr. Matthewman developed a strong interest in duo
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performance/ accompaniment and chamber music. He has taken part in
master classes with many eminent musicians, including Natalia Gutman.
Zvi Zeitlin , Ian Partridge, Ida Haendel, Roger Vignoles, and Lewis Kaplan.
Recent performances include chamber music concerts in Germany and
South Korea, and concerto performances in London, northern England,
and Belgium.
In July of this year, Mr. Matthewman received a full scholarship enabling him to spend two weeks as a resident artist on the "Song Collaboration" program at the Ban.ff Centre for the Arts, Alberta, Canada. He is
continuing his studies at the Royal College of Music in the post-graduate
accompaniment program with John Blakely, supported by the Countess
of Munster Musical Trust and a scholarship from the Royal College of
Music.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Susan Milan will give a master class tomorrow
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Duncan Recital Hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
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