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IN MEMORIAM 

ARMANDO G HITALLA 

June 1, 1925 - December 14, 2001 

February 4, 2002 

12:00p.m. 

Lillian H. Duncan Recital Hall 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall 

Rice University 

Houston, Texas 



PROGRAM 

Fanfare for Saint Edmundsbury (1959) Benjamin Britten 
(1913-1976) 

Trumpets 
Ryan Barwise, Zachary Enos, Michael Sapienza 

Opening Remarks Leone Buyse 
Professor of Flute and 

Director of Graduate Studies, 
The Shepherd School of Music 

Tribute Larry Rachleff 
Music Director, Shepherd School Symphony 

and Chamber Orchestras 
Music Director, Rhode Island Philharmonic 

Music Director, Symphony JJ (Chicago) 

Tribute Warren Maas 
Free-lance musician in Houston 

Sound the Trumpet 
from Come Ye Sons of Art (1687) 

Henry Purcell 
(1659-1695) 

Sound the trumpet. Sound the trumpet. Sound the trumpet. 
Sound, sound, sound the trumpet, till around you make the list'ning shores 
rebound. You make the list'ning shores rebound, the list'ning shores rebound. 
On the sprightly oboe, the sprightly oboe play. All the instruments of joy, 
all the instruments of joy, of joy, that skillful numbers can employ to cele
brate, to celebrate the glories of this day, the glories, the glories of this day. 

Joan Allouache, mezzo-soprano 
Andrea Jaber, mezzo-soprano 

Thomas Jaber, piano 

Psalm XXIII, Op. 37 (1945) Paul Creston 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. (1906-1985) 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they 
comfort me. Thou prepares! a table before me in the presence of mine en
emies; thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely good
ness and mercy shall flow unto me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 

Andrea Jaber, mezzo-soprano 
Thomas Jaber, piano 
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Tribute 

Tribute 

Zebediah Upton 
Undergraduate trumpet student 

at the Shepherd School 

David Kirk 
Associate Professor of Tuba, 

The Shepherd School of Music 
Principal Tuba, The Houston Symphony 

Selected recording (1963-64): 
Concertino in E-flat Major 
Ill Vivace 

Johann Georg Albrechtsberger 
(1736-1809) 

Armando Ghitalla, trumpet 
Roger Shermont, violin Jean Cauhape, viola 
Alfred Zighera, cello James Weaver, piano 

Tribute 

Tribute 

Tribute 

Chorale Fantasia on 

David Waters 
Associate Professor of Trombone, 

The Shepherd School of Music 
Bass Trombonist, The Houston Symphony 

William Ver Meulen 
Associate Professor of Horn, 

The Shepherd School of Music 
Principal Horn, The Houston Symphony 

Robert R. Tisch 
President, Armando Ghitalla Foundation 

"Christ Lay in the Bonds of Death" (1944) 
Ingolf Dahl 
(1912-1970) 

Trumpets 

Oscar Garcia 

Zachary Enos 

Ryan Barwise 

Zebediah Upton 

Judith Yunis 

Closing Remarks 

Horns 

Christopher Shelburne 

Eric Reed 

Trombones 

Carson Keeble 

Brian Risinger 

Bass Trombone 

Pieter Wyckoff 

Tuba 

Stephen Lamb 

Conductor 

David Kirk 

Leone Buyse 

Everyone is invited to a reception in the Foyer following the service. 



ARMANDO GHITALLA 

Armando Ghitalla was born in Alpha, Illinois, the son of a coal miner who 

played the button accordion and who introduced Armando to music. At the age 

of seven, he began to learn the trumpet and cornet, playing in church, at Ma

sonic meetings, and for the Ladies'Aid. As a teenager he went to the National 

Music Camp at Interlachen, Michigan, where he first heard an orchestra. Then 

and there he decided he wanted to p lay orchestral trumpet. After serving in the 

US. Navy, he studied at New York University and at The Juilliard School. As his 

first professional job, he played for the New York City Ballet and the New York 

City Opera. He toured as soloist with Paul Lavalle's Band of America and also 

played in the RCA Victor Symphony. In 1949 he became principal trumpet of 

the Houston Symphony under Efrem Kurtz, holding that post until 1951. He then 
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joined the Boston Symphony Orchestra under Charles Munch, becoming its prin- • 

cipal trumpet in 1964, and remained there until 1979. His Carnegie Hall recital 

in 1960 was the first solo trumpet recital in that venue. After leaving the Boston 

Symphony Orchestra, he taught at the University of Michigan, and later joined 

the faculty of The Shepherd School of Music at Rice University in 1994 as Pro

fessor of Trumpet. In 1994 he was awarded an honorary doctorate from Illinois 

Weslayan University. 

Armando Ghitalla was an elegant performer and a world-class musician. An 

aristocratic man with charming old-world courtesy, his goodness and generosity 

were treasured by all who knew him. He was a prominent teacher and mentor to 

trumpet players all over the world. In his obituary from The Boston Globe, he is 

quoted as saying: 

At the beginning, a player's strength is usually grounded in one aspect 

of his art. Sometimes the trumpet is a part of the percussion; sometimes 

it must sing, lyrically; sometimes it is in the middle of things to make a 

lot of noise. The most difficult thing is to learn the little fine points that 

make all the difference, not to have one kind of trumpet sound or one 

kind of trumpet style, but to be able to change it .. . Music lives only 

when we play it, and that's the important part- bringing music to birth. 
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