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PROGRAM 

Toccata in E Minor, BWV914 (before 1708) 

Toccata in G Minor, BWV915 (before 1708) 

Toccata in D Major, BWV912 (c.1710) 

Piano Sonata in F-sharp Major, Op. 78 (1809) 

Adagio cantabile - Allegro ma non troppo 

Allegro vivace 

INTERMISSION 

Second Piano Sonata (1936) 

Maj]ig schnell 
Lebhaft 
Sehr langsam - Rondo: Bewegt- Langsam 

Third Piano Sonata (1936) 

Ruhig bewegt 

Sehr lebhaft 

Ma/Jig schnell 
Fuge: Lebhaft 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 

Paul Hindemith 
(1895-1963) 

Paul Hindemith 

In consideration of the performer and members of the audience, please 

check audible paging devices with the ushers and silence audible timepieces. 

The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

DONALD DOUCET studied piano at the University of Houston with Robert 
Brownlee and accompanying at the University of Cincinnati College-Conserva
tory of Music with Kenneth Griffiths. Since 1990 he has been Staff Accompanist 
at the Shepherd School of Music. 

PROGRAM NOTES 

Bach's keyboard toccatas are among his earliest works. As with many of 
Bach's works there are no surviving autograph copies, so these pieces exist only 
in copies made by his students. However, these copies differ from each other in 
many significant details, making a "definitive" reading of these works extremely 
difficult. 

These pieces are designed as tests of both performer and instrument; to that 
end the typical Bach toccata is a multi-sectioned work, usually with an opening 
flourish followed by alternating slow, lyrical passages ( often with a fantasia 
element) and faster, contrapuntal passages, the last of which is usually a fugue. 

All three of the toccatas being performed tonight have their own distinctive 
elements. The E minor Toccata has an opening flourish that is slow rather than 
fast. The fugue of the G minor Toccata concerns itself equally with both its sub
ject and its inversion (actually labeledriverso in the score), and the conflict 
between these two sets up a wild finish which is resolved by the return of the 
opening flourish. The D major Toccata has a slow fugue inserted into its middle 
section and a final 'fugue" that is not a fugue at all due to the extra voice that 
keeps appearing at cadences and the fact that the subject disappears about two
thirds of the way through. 

The Op. 78 Piano Sonata is a clear example of Beethoven's motivic style of 
composition. The slow introduction (only four bars in length!) provides the mel
odic and rhythmic foundation of every other theme in this two movement work. 
The first movement is in sonata form with both sections repeated. The second, 
a rondo, is one of the shortest movements Beethoven composed. This sonata was 
one of Beethoven's personal favorites. 

Of the three piano sonatas published in Hindemith's lifetime ( all written in 
1936), the Second is the lightest in both content and character. The first move
ment is in a rather terse sonata form, the second is a waltz in ABA form, and the 
last is a rondo with a slow introduction. The theme from the introduction also 
makes an appearance in the rondo itself. 



From the rise to power in 1933 of the National Socialists until his emigration 

in 1938, Hindemith and his music were mostly out of favor with the German gov

ernment. The uncertainties of that time are clearly reflected in the content of the 

Third Sonata . The first movement is an expansive sonata form movement with a 

pastorale character. The two middle movements are both marches - a quick march 

(with more than a few mis-steps) serving as a scherzo movement followed by a 

slower march. The last movement is a massive double fugue with both subjects 

combining for a thrilling conclusion. 
- Notes by Donald Doucet 
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