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THE GOTHAM 
STRING QUARTET 

Quan Jiang, Violin 

Lun Jiang, Violin 

Sheila Browne, Viola 

Cheng-Hou Lee, Cello 

with guest artist 

Brian Connelly, Piano 

kfonday,F'ebruary19,2001 

8:00 p.m. 

Lillian H. Duncan Recital Hall 



PROGRAM 

String Quartet in G Major, Op.18 No.2 

Allegro 

Adagio cantabile 

Scherzo - Allegro - Trio 

Allegro molto, quasi Presto 

String Quartet in G Minor, Op. IO 

Anime et tres decide 

Assez vif et bien rythme 

Andantino, doucement expressif 

Tres modere 

INTERMISSION 

Quintet for Piano and Strings, Op. 44 

Allegro brillante 

In modo d 'una Marcia 

Scherzo - Mo/to vivace; Trio I; 
Trio II - L'istesso tempo 

Allegro - ma non troppo 

Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 

Claude Debussy 
(1862-1918) 

Robert Schumann 
(1810-1856) 

In consideration of the performers and members of the audience, please 
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check audible paging devices with the ushers and silence audible timepieces. " · 
The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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The GOTHAM STRING QUARTET was formed in New York City in 1999. 

Its members, graduates of the Juilliard School and the Manhattan School of 

Music, are Chinese-born twin brothers, violinists Quan and Lun Jiang, viol

ist Sheila Browne from Philadelphia, and Taiwan native Cheng-Hou Lee, 

cellist. The Gotham String Quartet is a graduate quartet-in-residence at the 

Shepherd School of Music and is primarily coached by the world-renowned 

cellist Paul Katz, formerly of the Cleveland Quartet. They have studied with 

several Shepherd School faculty members, including Norman Fischer, Sergiu 

Luca, Kenneth Goldsmith, Karen Ritscher, and Raphael Fliegel. Individually 

they have performed extensively throughout the US. to critical acclaim, 

working with members of the Beaux Arts Trio, the Alban Berg Quartet, the 

Juilliard Quartet, and the Guarneri Quartet, and with artists such as Isaac 

Stern, Miriam Fried, Joseph Silverstein, and Paul Biss. 

The Gotham String Quartet has established itself as one of the most pro

mising young string quartets despite the fact that they have only been play

ing together for a little more than a year. The 1999-2000 season took the 

group to New York, Chicago, Houston, Detroit, Fort Worth, Ann Arbor, and 

South Bend, Indiana. During this time the members collaborated with Ruth 

Laredo and the St. Lawrence and Brentano String Quartets. In the spring 

of 2000, the quartet was a prize winner at the Fischojf National Chamber 

Music Competition. Composer Arthur Gottschalk dedicated his work Poli

tically Correct, written for string quartet and soprano, to the Gotham String 

Quartet and soprano Karol Bennett. In the December 2000 issue of Cham

ber Music America, the quartet was featured in the cover story "Ensembles 

of the Future." 

The members of the quartet have presented outreach programs for the 

Midori Foundation in New York City. While in Texas, they are collaborating 

with Da Camera of Houston in classical music performances for children of 

inner-city schools. 

A set of instruments made by Italian maker Sergio Peresson has been 

generously loaned to the Gotham String Quartet by Dr. Herbert Axelrod. 



BRIAN CONNELLY, Artist Teacher of Piano at the Shepherd School, is 

recognized as a pianist of exceptional range and accomplishment in both 

historical and modern repertoires. Born in Detroit, he studied at the Uni

versity of Michigan with Gyorgy Sandor. He was recently featured in the 

Carnegie Hall series Making Music in a tribute to composer William Bo/com. 

Mr. Connelly has premiered works by composers such as William Albright, 

William Bo/com, Paul Cooper, David Diamond, Ross Lee Finney, and many 

others. He has performed frequently with pre-eminent artists such as violin

ist Sergiu Luca,jlutist Carol Wincenc, clarinetist Charles Neidich, cellists 

Roel Dieltiens and Gary Hoffman, pianists John Gibbons and Andre-Michel 

Schub, saxophonist Laura Hunter, and the Lark Quartet. He has shared rag

time recitals with jazz pianist Marcus Roberts. Mr. Connelly performed nearly 

150 solo and chamber works for the acclaimed Da Camera of Houston in its 

path-breaking first six seasons. He is a member of the ensemble CONTEXT, 

performing on an eighteenth-century forte-piano and on nineteenth-century 

Bosendorfer, Erard, and Pleyel pianos, as well as on the modern Steinway. 

Mr. Connelly's performances this season include the complete Vingt Regards 
sur l'Enfant-Jesus, a two-and-a-half-hour masterpiece for solo piano by 

Olivier Messiaen. 
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