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FACULTY RECITAL 

KAREN RITSCHER, viola 

JEANNE KIERMAN, piano 

Monday, November 6, 2000 

8:00 p.m. 

Lillian H Duncan Recital Hall 

THE SHEPHERD SCHOOL OF MUSIC RICE UNIVERSITY 

_.,.. 1975-2000 



Suite Hebraique 
Rhapsodie 
Processional 
Affirmation 

PROGRAM 

Dreamsong (for viola and piano) (1989) 

Sonata for Solo Viola, Op. 25 No.1 
Breit Viertel 
Sehr frisch und straff 
Sehr langsam 
Rasendes Zeitmass 
Langsam, mit viel Ausdruck 

INTERMISSION 

Sonata for Cello and Piano, Op. 65 
(transcribed for viola) 

Allegro moderato 
Scherzo 
Largo 
Finale 

Ernest Bloch 
(1880-1959) 

Bruce Adolphe 
(b.1955) 

Paul Hindemith 
(1895-1963) 

Frederic Chopin 
(1810-1849) 

In consideration of the performers and members of the audience, please check audi
ble paging devices and cellular telephones with the ushers and silence audible time
pieces. The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

KAREN RITSCHER is recognized internationally as a leading pedagogue and 
performer. A champion of contemporary music for the viola, she has commissioned 
and premiered numerous solo and chamber works. Ms. Ritscher has appeared as a 
soloist with the Dallas Chamber Orchestra, the Westchester Symphony, and the Colo
nial Symphony. She has been principal violist of the Dallas Opera Orchestra, assis-
tant principal of the American Composers Orchestra, and has toured and recorded 
with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra. 

Previously on the faculties of the Eastman School and the Oberlin Conservatory, 
Ms. Ritscher has given master classes throughout the US. as well as in Korea and 

.- Taiwan, and has been in residence at the Texas, Bowdoin, and Aspen Music Festivals, 
as well as the Musicorda Music School. She currently teaches at Mannes College of 
Music, the Manhattan School of Music, and the Shepherd School of Music. 

JEANNE KIERMAN is a leading advocate of the piano as a collaborative instru
ment. A graduate of Oberlin, the Dalcroze School, and the New England Conserva
tory, she studied with master pianists William Masselos, Miles Mauney, Victor Rosen
baum, and Menahem Pressler. Ms. Kierman is equally adroit as a collaborator with 
voice or instrument and is in great demand as a recital partner. For ten years she 
was the pianist with the New England-based Alcott Ensemble, performing a broad 
range of chamber music and developing a virtuosity she frequently demonstrates both 
on stage, as resident and guest artist with various ensembles, and in the studio with 
her students. The Fischer Duo, with pianist Jeanne Kierman, is marking its 29th an
niversary during the 2000-2001 season. Selected as Artistic Ambassadors for the 
United States Information Agency, the Fischer Duo completed tours of South Amer
ica in 1996 and South Africa in 1997. In addition to featuring works by the masters, 
the group has become known for its thematic approach to programing, has performed 
neglected pieces by composers such as Franz Liszt, Victor Herbert, Nadia Boulanger, 
and Ferruccio Busoni, and has commissioned new works by American composers 
George Rochberg, Augusta Read Thomas, Robert Sirota, David Stock, Samuel Jones, 
Richard Lavenda, and Pierre Jalbert, among others. 

Formerly on the faculty of the Oberlin Conservatory, Ms. Kierman is now Artist 
Teacher of Piano at the Shepherd School of Music. Ms. Kierman has recorded for 
Northeastern Records. 


