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About the 

Rice Historical Review 

The Rice Historical Review is a student-run, open access journal 
published online and in print. It features outstanding historically focused 
papers written by Rice undergraduates. All Rice undergraduates, regardless 
of major, are welcome to submit their work to the journal. 

With this journal, we seek to emphasize the diversity of study within 
Rice's History Department. We hope to foster discussion of historical 
topics on campus and in the greater Rice community. 
We accept submissions on a rolling basis between late November and 
mid-January. For more information about submitting a paper, please visit 
our website: ricehistoricalreview.org. 
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FOUNDING 

Editorial Board 
Mary Charlotte Carroll I History & 
Asian Studies, Class of2016 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 

Mary Charlotte has been involved 
with the Rice Historical Review since 
its inception in the spring of 2015. 

After graduating from Rice, she plans 
to study international relations and 
politics at Cambridge University in 
England before attending law school. 

Ephraim Griffith I History 

Class of2017 

Managing Editor 

As the managing editor, Ephraim is 
responsible for overseeing the review 
process, facilitating communication 
between authors, board members, and 
the faculty board. When not studying, 
he can be found playing video games or 
taking walks around campus and 
Hermann Park. 

Christina Hahn I History, Political 
Science & Asian Studies 
Class of2017 

Director of Publishing 

Christina has worked to produce the 
journal's aesthetic by creating the logo 
and designing the journal in its 
entirety. Additionally she 
peer-reviews submissions and oversees 
the publication process of the journal. 
When not studying, she can be found 
serving in various leadership roles on 
campus. 

Katie Beiter I History 
Class of 2016 

Director of Copy Editing 

As an associate editor, Katie has 
overseen the copy editing process and 
has managed the journal's social media 
presence on Twitter and Facebook. 
After graduating from Rice, Katie 
plans on becoming a journalist. 

Rachel Landsman I History & 
Visual and Dramatic Arts, Class of 
2016 

Co-Edi tor-in-Chief 

Rachel has been involved in building 
the Rice Historical Review from its 
earliest stages as co-editor-in-chief. 
After graduating from Rice, she will 
work as a research associate at 
Bancroft PLLC, a law firm in 
Washington, DC. 

Roger Liang I History & 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
Class of2017 

Assistant Managing Editor 

Roger's responsibilities include 
communicating emails between faculty 
and students, overseeing the 
double-blind process, and assisting 
with the editing process. When he is 
not studying, he can probably be found 
reading a good book at some coffee shop 
around Houston, at the recreational 
center, or in the lab. 

Monica Melendez I History & Latin 
American Studies, Class of 2016 

Director of Media & Technology 

Monica's responsibilities include 
peer-reviewing submissions, 
overseeing the journal website, and 
facilitating in the design of the online 
and print journal templates. After 
graduation, she will work as a Teach 
for America corps member at Yes Prep 
Public Schools before pursing graduate 
school. 
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Faculty Board 

Dr. Lisa Balabanlilar I Director of Undergraduate Studies in History I 
Associate Professor of History I South Asia, Ottoman Empire, Islamic 
World 

Dr.John Boles I William P. Hobby Professor of History I America and the 
South, Rice 

Dr. Peter Caldwell I Samuel G. McCann Professor of History !Modern 
Germany, Europe, Political Thought 

Dr. Nathan Citino I Associate Professor of History I US and Middle East 

Dr. Randal Hall I Associate Professor of History I American, Economic, 
Environmental 

Dr. Alida Metcalf I Chair of the History Department I Colonial Latin 
America, Brazil 

Dr. Hicham Safieddine I Post-Doctoral Fellow I Copy Editing Consultant 

Dr. Lisa Spiro I Executive Director of Digital Scholarship Services Fondren 
Library 

Dr. Kerry Ward I Associate Professor of History I World and African 

A special thanks to our incredible Dr. Spiro for making this journal a reality! 
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Welcome from the 
-------------Editors 

We are honored to present the inaugural issue of the Rice Historical Review, a publication that 
holds a special place in our hearts. 

The idea for the journal first came about as we sat together in a classroom on the third floor of 
the Humanities Building. As two junior history majors, we chatted about our current research 
projects and discussed our mutual love of the history faculty. We lamented the fact that 
although we knew classmates who were conducting fascinating historical research, their work 
was not being shared with the Rice community as a whole. 

Almost exactly one year ago, we approached Dr. Lisa Balabanlilar, director of undergraduate 
studies in history, about the possibility of creating a space for students to share their 
historical scholarship. With her enthusiastic support, we embarked on a journey towards 
making Rice's first undergraduate history journal a reality. We are proud to share the result of 
these efforts with you. 

This project would not have been possible without the incredible support we have received 
from so many. First and foremost, Dr. Balabanlilar, who has been a source of unending 
encouragement, wisdom, and cheer. Next, Dr. Lisa Spiro, who taught us everything we know 
about journal publishing and continues to provide expert guidance and motivational sweets, 
and our faculty reviewers, who happily joined us in this endeavor. Finally, we are eternally 
grateful to Christina, Ephraim, Katie, Monica, and Roger, our fearless editorial board. This 
journal is the result of our collective hard work, and we could not have asked for a better team. 

We would also like extend our gratitude to Dr. Caroline Quenemoen and the Rice Center for 
Civic Leadership, the Dr. Bill Wilson Student Initiative Grant, the Department of History, 
Department Chair Dr. Alida Metcalf, and Fondren Library. We are overwhelmed by the 
campus-wide support we have received since we began this project. As this journal 
demonstrates, Rice is a place where student initiative is truly valued. 

We look forward to watching this journal flourish in the coming years. It is our fervent hope 
that the Rice Historical Review will become a cherished tradition in the scholarly community 
at Rice and beyond. 

In this issue, we offer five exceptional essays. Turn to page 7 to begin reading. 

With gratitude, 

Mary Charlotte Y. Carroll RachclS.Landsman 

Founding Editors-in-Chief 
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