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By Franz Brotzen, Rice News staff
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, speaking at the Nov. 13 gala 
celebrating the 15th anniversary of 
the James A. Baker III Institute for 
Public Policy, praised the institute’s 
role in “bridging theory and prac-
tice.” 
 Rice also commended former 
Secretary of State James A. Baker, 
III, the honorary chair of the Baker 
Institute, for his role in ushering in 
the peaceful end to the Cold War.

Baker InstItute report
notes from the James a. Baker III InstItute for puBlIc polIcy of rIce unIversIty

In thIs report

Director’s Letter 2
Energy Forum 3
Latin American Initiative 8
Upcoming Events 11
Science & Technology 13
Drug Policy 14
Roundtable 16
15th Anniversary Gala 18
Homeland Security
 & Terrorism 21
Diplomacy 23
Tax & Expenditure Policy  25
Meet the Fellows 26
Students 27
Bookshelf 28
In the News 32
New Publications 34
Fellows and Scholars 35

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice

 More than 550 guests attended 
the event. (See page 18 for pictures 
and more details on the gala.)
 In her talk, Rice emphasized 
the importance of values in keep-
ing the United States in a strong 
global position. Looking back to the 
tumultuous years after World War 
II, she said that the architects of 
the containment policy toward the 
Soviet Union must have harbored 
doubts that a day would come when 

condoleezza rIce delIvers keynote address at 
InstItute’s 15th annIversary Gala

Baker scholars offer polIcy 
advIce to oBama admInIstratIon

By Lisa Singhania, Managing Editor 
The James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy recently issued 
a series of focused policy recom-
mendations designed to help the 
Obama administration respond 
to major public policy challenges, 
including energy, health care and 
the economy.
 The policy papers reflect the 
institute’s mission to build a 
bridge between the world of ideas 
and the world of action, as well 
as showcase the expertise of the 
institute's scholars and fellows. 
Highlights from each brief follow.
 Middle East diplomacy — 

continued on page 20

Edward Djerejian, founding direc-
tor, supports shifting U.S. foreign 
policy from conflict management 
to conflict resolution.
 U.S. gasoline policy — Amy 
Myers Jaffe and Ken Medlock, fel-
lows in energy studies, recommend 
increasing fuel efficiency standards 
and phasing in higher gasoline 
taxes to reduce U.S. demand for 
gasoline.
 Economics — John Diamond, 
tax policy fellow, provides short- 
and long-term recommendations, 
including reforming entitlement 
programs, balancing the budget 
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letter from the dIrector

In March of 1993, James A. Baker, 
III, articulated his vision for a non-
partisan public policy institute that 
would bear his name. His goal, 
he said, was “to build a bridge 
between the world of ideas and 
the world of action.”
 Over the course of the last 
15 years, we have done much to 
achieve that purpose. We have 
hosted many of the world’s fore-
most policy practitioners and 
scholars, from chiefs of state and 
Nobel laureates to leaders in the 
public, academic and private sec-
tors. In 2008 and 2009, the Baker 
Institute was ranked as one of the 
top 30 think tanks in the United 
States.
 We could not have accom-
plished this without our outstand-
ing Baker Institute fellows and 
scholars and members of the Rice 
University faculty who work with 
us. They are our “brain trust” — 
the creators of our intellectual 
product. Baker Institute papers 
and policy recommendations are 
read and carefully considered by 
decision makers in Washington, 
D.C., and around the world, and 
they are highly regarded within 
the academic community for their 
contributions to scholarship.
 Reflecting the institute’s con-
tinuing success, three outstanding 
individuals have been appointed 
as our newest Baker Institute fel-
lows: Hanan Ashrawi, the new 
Diana Tamari Sabbagh Fellow in 
Middle Eastern Studies; Daniel 
B. Rodriguez, fellow in law and 
urban economics and professor 

of law at The University of Texas 
at Austin; and Rice University 
Professor Ronald L. Sass, fellow in 
global climate change.
 The Energy Forum has firmly 
established the Baker Institute 
as the leading university-based 
think tank in energy policy. Our 
Health Economics Policy Program 
has enabled us to build bridges 
between Rice and the Texas 
Medical Center. And our Science 
and Technology Program has 
gained a reputation for its work 
on such crucial — but controver-
sial — issues as climate change 
and stem cell research.
 These, though, are only three 
of our more than 20 outstand-
ing programs led by our Baker 
Institute fellows and scholars.
 Looking back, we have come 
far from the days when we called 
a couple of temporary offices in 
Fondren Library our home. We 
are justifiably proud of the beauti-
ful building — Baker Hall — that 
has state-of-the-art communica-
tions and audiovisual capabilities 
that enable us to reach out to 
national and international partici-
pants and audiences. The most 
crucial problem we now face is 
that the institute has run out of 
space. Room to expand will be 
essential as we plan the future of 
the Baker Institute over the next 
15 years.
 The decisions we make about 
the institute’s future research and 
programs will be just as impor-
tant as the vision we established 
in 1993. We are considering an 

international fellows program, 
an expanded student internship 
program, a Center for Energy 
Education and Leadership, as well 
as bold new research directions. 
We are also striving to endow new 
fellowships in Latin American 
studies, Asian studies, energy stud-
ies and U.S. politics, as well as to 
establish a new global media cen-
ter and supplement our publica-
tions endowment.
 We look forward to many more 
years of working with all our 
friends and supporters whose gen-
erosity has enabled us to achieve 
our goals. In this respect, our 
fundraising campaign in honor of 
our 15th anniversary, which was 
based on the theme of “Forward 
Thinking in a Changing World,” 
was very successful. Despite the 
more challenging times we face 
ahead, we are confident of the 
institute’s ongoing leadership role 
in public policy, both nationally 
and internationally.
 As the honorary chairman of 
the institute, James A. Baker III, 
said at the 15th anniversary gala, 
“Today, the Baker Institute enjoys 
a national and international repu-
tation for excellence. And it stands 
poised to deepen and broaden 
its research agenda on the most 
pressing domestic and foreign 
issues of our era.”

Edward P. Djerejian 
Founding Director,
Baker Institute for Public Policy
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pIckens urGes Grassroots actIon on enerGy

By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate
America should reduce its energy 
dependence on imported oil for 
transportation fuel by transitioning 
to natural gas, oil tycoon T. Boone 
Pickens told a standing-room-only 
audience. He urged students and 
the general public to take respon-
sibility, inform themselves and “put 
pressure on the politicians … to 
have an energy plan.”
 At a Jan. 6 event at the Baker 
Institute, Pickens said “the leader-
ship in Washington has never really 
understood energy.” He launched 
his Pickens Plan, a multimillion-
dollar crusade, to invigorate public 
awareness of the United States’ 
energy woes and his ideas for 
addressing them.
 He asked Rice students to con-
sider his grassroots campaign and 
possible solutions to “the biggest 
problem that’s ever faced America 
other than a war,” noting that they 
“and the generation to come are 
going to have to figure this out.”
 One of the key elements of the 
Pickens Plan is to remove natural 
gas from the electricity sector by 
replacing it with wind power. The 
displaced natural gas — rather 
than gasoline derived from import-
ed oil — could then be used to 
power fleets of heavy-duty trucks, 
buses, municipal vehicles and even-
tually passenger vehicles.
 Pickens called for an initial 
investment of $30 billion in federal 
funding to subsidize the conversion 
of new heavy trucks to a natural 
gas fuel system at a cost of roughly 

$90,000 per truck. This conver-
sion would lead to the creation 
of 300,000 new jobs and require 
building 1,200 new fueling sta-
tions funded by private industry 
investment. If this were applied 
to 350,000 new vehicles, it would 
reduce U.S. dependence on for-
eign oil by 5 percent, according to 
Pickens.
 “The technology is very well-
known,” Pickens said. According to 
the International Association for 
Natural Gas Vehicles, 20 percent of 
bus fleets in Houston, New York, 
Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Atlanta 
and other major cities are already 
fueled by natural gas.
 Although the only certified 
natural gas vehicle (NGV) in 
the United States is the Honda 
Civic GX, Pickens told students 
that major American automakers 
sell NGVs in Europe and South 

America already.
 The plan’s success depends 
on an abundant and inexpensive 
natural gas supply. This will require 
drilling and producing the vast gas 
shale reservoirs in Texas, Arkansas 
and Oklahoma to provide sufficient 
domestically supplied natural gas 
to reduce U.S. dependence on for-
eign oil. Pickens noted that there is 
also a favorable price comparison 
between natural gas and gasoline: 
1,000 cubic feet of natural gas 
(worth $6.00) is the equivalent of 8 
gallons of gasoline (worth $15.00).
 To further decrease U.S. oil 
imports from the Middle East, 
Pickens advocated importing 
oil from trade partners in the 
Americas such as Canada and 
Mexico. In past interviews, Pickens 
has supported drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge and the 

Baker InstItute enerGy forum

continued on page 30

T. Boone Pickens spoke with students and promotes the Pickens Plan, his multimillion-dollar effort to 
increase awareness of domestic energy problems and his proposed solutions.
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economy and world would trans-
late into greater monitoring and 
enforcement costs.
 Zin Smati, president and CEO 
of SUEZ Energy North America, 
Inc., said U.S. climate legislation 
must balance concerns for security 
of supply, the environment and 
costs. He called for federal policy 
with an economy-wide, mandatory 

tal economists support taxes over 
tradable emission permits because 
of concerns about implementation 
and manipulation.
 Carbon dioxide emission 
life-cycle calculations “open up 
carbon dioxide permit allocation 
to substantial lobbying,” he said. 
Furthermore, the pervasiveness 
of carbon dioxide throughout the 

conference WeIGhs u.s.-european cooperatIon 
to counter clImate chanGe 

Left: Brice Lalonde of the French Environ-
ment Ministry addressed the conference on 
climate change. Below: Baker Institute Rice 
Scholar Peter Hartley moderated a panel dis-
cussion on corporate perspectives on climate 
change policy. From left are Roger Williams, 
vice president of portfolio development at 
Blue Source; Rhonda Zygocki, vice president 
of policy, government and public affairs 
for Chevron Corporation; and Zin Smati, 
president and CEO of SUEZ Energy North 
America, Inc. 

By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate
The Obama administration will 
play a key role in global efforts 
to contain climate change, Baker 
Institute fellow Neal Lane predict-
ed, telling the audience, “The U.S. 
will be back in the game, and this 
time as a partner.”
 Lane, the institute’s senior fel-
low in science and technology 
policy, gave the keynote address at 
the Dec. 15 conference “Emerging 
U.S. Climate Policy: Transatlantic 
Approaches and Market 
Harmonization.” The event, which 
focused on U.S. and European 
policy responses to climate change, 
brought together government and 
industry leaders, academics and 
economists for a continuation 
of discussions from the February 
2008 conference “Beyond Science: 
The Economics and Politics of 
Responding to Climate Change.”
 Brice Lalonde, the French 
Environment Ministry’s ambassador 
in charge of international negotia-
tions on global warming, told the 
conference participants that 80 
percent of greenhouse gases are 
emitted by only 16 countries. He 
proposed reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by 20 to 40 percent by 
2020, with a goal of achieving a 50 
percent reduction by 2050.
 Peter Hartley, Baker Institute 
Rice scholar and the George 
and Cynthia Mitchell Chair in 
Sustainable Development and 
Environmental Economics at Rice 
University, said most environmen-
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Workshop prevIeWs prelImInary research from 
“carBon solutIons” study 
By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate
One possible outcome of restrict-
ing carbon dioxide emissions in 
the United States would be a shift 
to natural gas and greater depen-
dence on Russia and the Middle 
East, according to the preliminary 
results of a two-year study currently 
underway at the Baker Institute.
 At an Aug. 25 workshop, Energy 
Forum researchers Kenneth B. 
Medlock III, Baker Institute fel-
low in energy studies, and Peter 
R. Hartley, Baker Institute Rice 
scholar and George and Cynthia 
Mitchell Professor of Economics 

at Rice University, provided a pre-
view of the study “Energy Market 
Consequences of an Emerging 
U.S. Carbon Management Policy,” 
which is expected to be released in 
early 2010.
 Sponsored by ConocoPhillips 
Company, the study examines the 
U.S. energy market consequences 
of potential greenhouse gas emis-
sions regulations under a wide 
range of scenarios, including the 
adoption of a national carbon man-
agement initiative and a continua-
tion of the current trend toward a 
state-by-state policy.

 Researchers are developing a 
global energy model similar in 
scope to the Baker Institute World 
Gas Trade Model (BIWGTM), 
focusing on how different carbon 
management schemes will influ-
ence natural gas supply and pricing 
in the United States and overall 
development trends in the North 
American energy market.

Related Links: 
Learn more about the carbon solu-
tions study at http://www.rice.edu/
energy/research/carbonsolutions/
index.html

reduction program with annual 
emissions targets that integrate 
into an international program. 
Revenues from carbon dioxide 
taxes or permit sales should be 
“recycled into efficiency, tax credits 
[and] technology,” he said.
 Ronald Sass, Baker Institute fel-
low in global climate change, said 
harmonizing domestic and interna-
tional policies requires immediate 
government action. “Averting all 
damage or removing all risks [from 
climate change] may simply be too 
expensive,” Sass said. He advocated 
research into adaptive costs and 
fortifying local and state infrastruc-
ture against possible natural disas-
ters by developing response plans 
at all government levels to mitigate 
economic losses and human and 
animal suffering.

 In his concluding remarks, 
Rep. Gene Green, D-Texas, said he 
expected a “fast pace” of climate 
change legislation coming out of 
the House, though he said that 
the process might slow down in 
the Senate. He also cautioned that 
since the health of the economy 
will occupy most of Congress’ 
attention this spring, efforts to deal 
with climate change might be less 
of a priority.
 The event was organized by the 
Baker Institute’s Energy Forum 
and Science and Technology Policy 
Program, and was co-sponsored 
by ConocoPhillips Company, 
SUEZ Energy North America, Inc., 
Baker Botts L.L.P., the Consulate 
General of France in Houston and 
the British Consulate-General, 
Houston. 

Related Links: 
View conference presentations and 
other related materials at http://
www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/
climate/15dec08_climatepolicy.html

U.S. Rep. Gene Green, D-Texas, discusses the 
prospects for climate change legislation.

http://www.rice.edu/energy/research/carbonsolutions/index.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/research/carbonsolutions/index.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/research/carbonsolutions/index.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/climate/15dec08_climatepolicy.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/climate/15dec08_climatepolicy.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/climate/15dec08_climatepolicy.html
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london roundtaBle hIGhlIGhts GeopolItIcal 
and fInancIal rIsks to enerGy market 

expert dIscusses enerGy proJectIons and 
clImate effects 
By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate 
Energy policy is like driving a car: 
A driver who keeps his eyes on 
the road can easily maneuver to 
a better path, but a driver who 
looks no farther than his wind-
shield will have trouble avoiding 
whatever obstacles are ahead.
 Richard Jones, deputy execu-
tive director of the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), offered this 
analogy during a Dec. 9 presenta-
tion hosted by the Baker Institute 
Energy Forum. The former U.S. 
ambassador to Israel provided 
an in-depth analysis of changing 

global trends, including post-2012 
climate change policy scenarios 
and related energy consequences, 
as well as future global oil and gas 
supply prospects as detailed in 
the IEA’s 2008 edition of its annu-
al publication, the World Energy 
Outlook (WEO).
 Jones highlighted the follow-
ing oil supply, demand and invest-
ment projections to 2030:  

•	 All	projected	growth	in	oil	
demand will come from coun-
tries and regions that are not 
members of the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). 

China will contribute 43 per-
cent, followed by the Middle 
East (20 percent), India (20 
percent), and other emerging 
Asian economies. OECD oil 
demand is expected to be flat 
or falling until 2030. 

•	 Almost	all	incremental	
increases in oil and gas pro-
duction will come from non-
OECD countries and regions, 
with 80 percent of the pro-
jected increase in supply com-
ing from national oil compa-
nies. 

By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate 
Senior oil sector leaders from the 
United States, Europe, Asia and the 
Middle East, as well as academic 
and industry specialists, convened in 
London this past fall for a special, 
high-level Baker Institute Energy 
Forum roundtable on the ongo-
ing geopolitical and financial risks 
impacting the global energy market. 
 The Oct. 27 roundtable exam-
ined current and future market 
trends and included a presentation 
and discussion of the Baker Institute 
2008 study “The Global Energy 
Market: Comprehensive Strategies 
to Meet Geopolitical and Financial 
Risks” with senior policymakers and 

industry executives based in Europe 
and the Middle East. Accenture also 
presented its new study on energy 
trends to 2030, including analysis 
of the impact of emerging climate 
policy on energy markets.
 The event was co-sponsored 
by the Baker Institute Energy 
Forum, Accenture and Baker Botts, 
L.L.P. Presenters included David 
B. Sandalow, senior fellow at The 
Brookings Institution, an energy 
policy expert and member of 
President Barack Obama's transi-
tion team; Amy Myers Jaffe, Wallace 
S. Wilson Fellow in Energy Studies 
at the Baker Institute; Mahmoud 
El-Gamal, Baker Institute Rice schol-
ar and chair of the Rice University 

Economics Department; Claire 
Lawrie, partner in Energy Practice 
at Accenture; William Bumpers 
and Steven Wardlaw, partners with 
Baker Botts, L.L.P.; Konstantin 
Remchukov, editor-in-chief and 
general director of Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta; and Atul Arya, head of 
Policy and Long Term Strategy, BP.

Related Links:
Read the Global Energy Market 
policy report, executive summary 
and working papers, and view the 
London presentations at http://
www.bakerinstitute.org/events/
gem08

continued on page 31

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/events/gem08
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/events/gem08
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/events/gem08
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the Bp revIeW fInds hIGher oIl prIces But 
loWer consumptIon In 2007
By Lauren Smulcer, Energy Forum 
Research Associate, and Rachel Marcus, 
Energy Forum Intern 
Despite a strong economy, oil 
consumption slowed in 2007 amid 
surging prices and production 
cuts, according to the BP Statistical 
Review of World Energy.
 The 57th edition of the BP 
Review was presented to Baker 
Institute Energy Forum members 
June 24 by Mark Finley, the general 
manager of global energy markets 
for BP America in Washington, D.C.
 According to Finley, crude oil 
prices rose for a sixth straight year
in 2007 — the longest uninterrupt-
ed stretch of price increases in the
energy industry’s 150 years of 
recorded history. Yet, the world’s
primary energy consumption 
increased by only 2.4 percent in 
2007, a much lower figure than 
expected given what was then a 
strong global economy. According 
to the review, China accounted 
for 52 percent of total energy con-
sumption growth in 2007, while 
the Asia-Pacific region as a whole 
contributed to two-thirds of energy 
consumption growth worldwide.
 Among the three major tradi-
tional sources of energy (oil, gas 
and coal), oil consumption experi-
enced the weakest growth, at about 
1.1 percent, reflecting high prices 
and production constraints. Natural 
gas consumption increased at an 
above-average rate of 3.1 percent, 
while coal maintained its standing 
as the fastest-growing major fuel 
source for the past five years, with 

global consumption rising 4.5 per-
cent in 2007.
 Finley also discussed alterna-
tive sources of fuel, such as nuclear 
power and hydroelectric genera-
tion, noting that that the most rapid 
growth is occurring “in countries 
that have aggressive systems of gov-
ernment support for those energy 
sources.”
 Finley’s presentation was co-host-
ed by the Baker Institute Energy 
Forum and the United States 
Association for Energy Economics. 
  
Related Links:
Learn more at http://www.rice.
edu/energy/events/past/24jun08_
BPstatisticalrvw.html
 

Mark Finley, the general manager of global energy markets for BP America, discussed the BP Statistical 
Review of World Energy, which found that oil consumption slowed in 2007. 

http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/24jun08_BPstatisticalrvw.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/24jun08_BPstatisticalrvw.html
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/24jun08_BPstatisticalrvw.html
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houston’s dIversIty focus of 2008 amerIcas 
proJect
By Franz Brotzen, Rice News
In the course of a generation, 
immigration has transformed 
Houston from a basically biracial 
city into one of America’s most 
diverse metropolitan areas.
 Four experts offered their 
insights on the region’s evolution, 
and the lessons it holds for other 
urban areas, during a panel discus-
sion at the Baker Institute on Dec. 4.
 “One of the things that is so 
interesting, I think, about Houston 
is that we have a more even dis-
tribution among the four great 
communities of America than 
most of the other multiethnic 
melting pot cities,” said Stephen 
Klineberg, professor of sociology 
at Rice University and director of 
the Houston Area Survey. “There 
are very few Asians in Miami, 
there are very few Hispanics in 
San Francisco, there are very few 
African-Americans in Los Angeles. 
Here is where we all meet — all of 
us minorities.”
 The panel discussion was part of 
the Baker Institute’s 2008 Americas 
Project, which this year brought 
together 15 leaders representing 
15 countries throughout the hemi-
sphere to discuss “Urban Migration 
in the Americas: Planning for the 
Future.” The Americas are home 
to some of the largest cities in 
the world, including São Paulo, 
Mexico City, New York City, Los 
Angeles and Houston. Estimates 
show that in Latin America and the 
Caribbean close to 74 percent of 
the population lives in urban areas.

 The effect of large-scale migra-
tion on Houston was the main 
focus of the panel discussion. With 
2.2 million people and an estimat-
ed 5.6 million in its metropolitan 
area, Houston is the fourth-largest 
city in the United States and one of 
the largest majority-minority cities 
in the country.

 Michael Emerson, the Allyn and 
Gladys Cline Professor of Sociology 
and director of Rice’s Center on 
Race, Religion and Urban Life 
(CORRUL), used maps showing 
heavily and majority-Latino areas 
of the city to illustrate the growth 

latIn amerIcan InItIatIve

continued on page 30

Above: The 2008 Americas Project participants. Top row: Maria Scharbay, Roberto Grajales, Julio Cesar 
Puentes, Fred Perpall, Max Santa Cruz. Middle row: Ronny Alvarez, Pablo Ava, Marcelo Driusso, Toni-
Shae James Freckleton, Marcelo Quiroga. Bottom row: Lisa Guaqueta, Sebastian Sabini, Joan D’Angola, 
Erika de la Garza, Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian, Maria Jose Morales, Madhawi Ramdin.
Below: Steven Klineberg, Rice University professor of sociology and director of the Houston Area Survey; 
Tom Forrester Lord, president of The Housing Corporation; Michael Emerson, Allyn and Gladys Cline 
Professor of Sociology at Rice and director of CORRUL; and Tammie Daily, executive principal of Yates/
Lamar feeder pattern elementary schools for the Houston Independent School District during a panel 
discussion about urban migration in Houston. 
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By Lianne Hart, Staff Editor
No country affects the security 
and economy of the United States 
as directly as Mexico, Ambassador 
Arturo Sarukhan told a packed 
audience during an appearance 
at the Baker Institute.
 “These two countries are part-
ners, are friends, and their future 
depends on the well-being of one 
another,” said Sarukhan, who was 
appointed Mexican ambassador 
to the United States in February 
2007.
 The ambassador’s remarks, 
titled “From Distant Neighbors 
to Strategic Partners?” were part 
of the institute’s ongoing U.S.-
Mexico Border Project, which 
seeks to develop equitable solu-

tions to key issues that affect both 
countries.
 One of the biggest challenges 
for the United States and Mexico 
is immigration, Sarukhan said. 
The issue has become “toxic” and 
profoundly divisive in America, 
he added, and the new adminis-
tration will need time and lead-
ership to advance meaningful 
reforms.
 For its part, Mexico wants 
every citizen who crosses into the 
United States to do so legally, 
whether through a temporary 
worker program or a more flex-
ible visa program at ports of 
entry, the ambassador said. U.S. 
immigration reform is important 
to Mexico, which is “bleeding 
human talent,” he added. As 
Mexico’s labor force ages, fewer 
workers will attempt to enter the 
United States and fewer will be 
left in Mexico to help the country 
grow as a nation.
 Sarukhan praised the effect 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) has had on 
U.S.-Mexico relations. Since the 
agreement was enacted in 1993, 
Mexico has become the United 
States’ third-largest trading part-
ner. Additionally, negotiations 
with the U.S. Congress, labor 
organizations and other groups 
have forced Mexico to become 
more accountable and demo-
cratic, Sarukhan said. “NAFTA 
anchored Mexico and made 
Mexico a part of the world,” he 
said.

 Still a work in progress is a 
fully coordinated U.S.-Mexico 
response to organized crime, 
though the countries have moved 
in the right direction by agreeing 
to take joint responsibility for the 
problem, the ambassador said. 
“As Mexico seeks to shut down 
the flow of drugs coming through 
our country into the United 
States, we need the support of the 
United States to shut down the 
flow of weapons, bulk cash and 
chemical precursors which origi-
nate in the United States, transit 
through the United States and go 
into Mexico and feed organized 
crime there,” he said.
 With a shared 1,969-mile bor-
der, the United States and Mexico 
are “joined at the hip for good,” 
Sarukhan said. As the two coun-
tries work to secure the border 
from possible terrorists or orga-
nized crime, the challenge going 
forward will be to ensure that the 
“free flow of licit goods, services 
and people continues unabated.”

Related Links:
Learn more about the U.S. 
Mexico Border Project at 
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/
programs/u-s-mexico-border-
project

ImmIGratIon and securIty remaIn challenGes, 
mexIco’s amBassador to the u.s. says

Arturo Sarukhan, Mexican ambassador to the 
United States, discussed issues that affect both 
countries. 

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/u-s-mexico-border-project
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/u-s-mexico-border-project
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/u-s-mexico-border-project


10

 To address the pressing issues 
of violence and immigration, 
Castañeda said the new U.S. presi-
dent must take action soon after 
inauguration, otherwise differ-
ent considerations will demand 
his attention and he will be too 
distracted to push a compromise 
through Congress.
 Mexico offers a way for the 
United States to bridge the cur-
rent divide within Latin America, 
Castañeda maintained. With rela-
tively strong economic growth and 
relatively stable democratic gov-
ernance, Latin American nations 
are searching for solutions for 
poverty, inequality and sover-
eignty. Next to Brazil, Castañeda 
said, Mexico exercises the greatest 
influence of any country in Latin 
America on the rest of the region.
 How the U.S. and Mexico 
interact on future issues like the 
inevitable political transition in 
Cuba (as well as drug violence 
and immigration) could affect the 
direction of U.S. relations with 
the other nations of the hemi-
sphere, he said.
 The event was sponsored by the 
Baker Institute’s Latin America 
Initiative and Rice University 
President David Leebron’s office.  

Related Links:
View a webcast of Castañeda’s lec-
ture at http://bakerinstitute.org/
events/castaneda

 With almost 100 people killed 
every week, the recent violence 
in Mexico poses “enormous chal-
lenges” for Mexicans and, poten-
tially, Americans, Castañeda said. 
Pointing to the estimated 1 mil-
lion U.S. citizens living in Mexico, 
he said, “It’s very difficult for that 
many people to live in a country 
where there’s so much violence 
and to be totally exempt from 
that violence.” 
 Castañeda said he saw scant 
evidence that the U.S. govern-
ment — or any state governments 
— are prepared to alter gun laws 
to cut the flow of weapons into 
Mexico that arm the drug gangs 
and criminals.

former mexIcan foreIGn mInIster urGes 
cooperatIon BetWeen u.s. and mexIco
By Franz Brotzen, Rice News staff 
Mexico and the United States will 
have to move quickly after the new 
U.S. administration takes office if 
the two nations are to achieve any 
sort of progress on pressing issues, 
according to Jorge Castañeda, 
Global Distinguished Professor of 
Politics and Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies at New York 
University and former Mexican 
foreign minister.
 In his Aug. 28 address 
“Neighbors of Consequence: 
Mexico-U.S. Relations in the 21st 
Century,” Castañeda also pressed 
the Mexican government to act 
forcefully with its powerful north-
ern neighbor.

Former Mexican Foreign Minister Jorge Castañeda emphasized the need for greater cooperation between the 
United States and Mexico. 

http://bakerinstitute.org/events/castaneda
http://bakerinstitute.org/events/castaneda
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the merIda InItIatIve: more of 
the same druG polIcy? 
By Erika de la Garza, Program Director, 
Latin American Initiative 
In the past few years, the U.S.–
Mexican relationship has been 
characterized by accusations 
and mutual frustrations regard-
ing drugs. The Merida Initiative, 
proposed in 2007 by the Bush 
administration, is the latest effort 
to engage both countries in a 
cooperative agreement to tackle 
this contentious issue — but there 
is little consensus on whether this 
approach will work.
 On July 21, the U.S.-Mexico 
Border Project hosted Mexican 
security expert Mónica Serrano 
to discuss “Border Violence and 
the Merida Plan.” Serrano sug-
gested that the initiative will not 
be successful because it follows the 
United States’ international drug 
policy, which focuses on eradica-
tion via abstinence and control of 
supply.
 This approach, used in Plan 
Colombia to fight drugs in 
Colombia, has been unsuccessful, 
she said.
 A decade after the implementa-
tion of Plan Colombia and $5 bil-
lion in counternarcotic spending, 
90 percent of the cocaine found 
in the United States still comes 
from Colombia. Neither supply nor 
demand for drugs in the United 
States has declined.
 Serrano does not see the Merida 
Initiative as a new paradigm for 
bilateral cooperation. As with Plan 
Colombia, the Merida Initiative 
allows the bulk of resources to be 

allocated to the military. Having 
the military as the main enforcer 
of the drug policy can have serious 
implications on democratic gov-
ernance. And, as long as cocaine 
fetches a high price in the U.S. 
market, the military will be vulner-
able to corruption.
 She also noted that the United 
States and Mexico have two very 
different perspectives on the drug 
problem. From the U.S. perspec-
tive, Mexico and other drug-pro-
ducing countries cause the drug 
problem. For Latin Americans, the 
United States is ultimately respon-
sible because its prohibition drug 
policy has exacerbated demand.
 In any case, it is clear that U.S. 
drug policy has serious implica-
tions for Mexico and the region. 
In the 1980s, when U.S. authorities 
tightened their grip on Florida, 
new drug trafficking routes were 
created through Mexico.
 “The avalanche of cocaine 
passing through Mexico and the 
profits associated with it dramati-
cally changed the magnitude of the 
problem,” explained Serrano. The 
threat of corruption and violence 
increased tremendously.

Related Links: 
Visit the U.S. State Department’s 
Web site on the Merida Initiative 
at http://www.state.gov/p/inl/
merida/

upcomInG events

March 15
The Qatar Stem Cell Workshop 
2009 explores developments in 
stem cell research and religious 
and political concerns.
Doha, Qatar

March 20
Industry executives, policymak-
ers and scholars attend the 
“Russia and the Caspian States 
in the Global Energy Balance” 
conference.
Moscow, Russia 

March 24
Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, Diana 
Tamari Sabbagh Fellow in 
Middle Eastern Studies, discuss-
es the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Houston, Texas

April 2-3
Scholars from China and the 
United States look to the future 
at the “America and China: The 
Next 30 Years” conference.
Houston, Texas

May 6
The Health Economics Policy 
Program hosts second biennial 
National Health Care Reform 
Conference.
Houston, Texas 

May 14 
Physicians and scientists attend 
the third annual International 
Space Medicine Summit.
Houston, Texas

Oct. 30-31
On the 20th anniversary of the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, schol-
ars and key political figures 
discuss “German Unification: 
Expectations and Outcomes.”
Houston, Texas

See up-to-date event listings and 
invitation information at http://
www.bakerinstitute.org/events 

http://www.state.gov/p/inl/merida/
http://www.state.gov/p/inl/merida/
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/events
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/events
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fInancIal crIsIs: the scenarIo for latIn amerIca 
By Lisa Guaqueta, Project 
Administrator, Latin American 
Initiative
Latin America’s most recent eco-
nomic boom is over, but the region 
is better positioned to manage 
financial stresses compared to 
previous downturns, according to 
José Antonio Ocampo, the Baker 
Institute’s Will Clayton Fellow in 
International Economics.
 Speaking to Rice University 
students and community members 
on Nov. 20, Ocampo said the Latin 
American economy flourished from 
2003 to 2007 with “exceptional” 
growth marked by increased eco-
nomic activity, investment and 
employment. The region also 
enjoyed high levels of remittances, 
rising commodity prices and favor-

able external financing conditions. 
 Currently, all of these factors are 
deteriorating. A sharp reduction 
in remittances, tied to the faltering 
U.S. construction industry, was one 
of the first signs of trouble, Ocampo 
explained. Commodity prices began 
dropping even before the mid-
September collapse of the financial 
markets, he added. Food inflation is 
another risk for the region.
 However, Latin America is bet-
ter positioned to deal with the cur-
rent economic crisis than previous 
ones, Ocampo maintained. Policy 
vulnerabilities are not as severe this 
time, and government coffers are 
generally healthy despite the rapid 
increase in public spending in most 
countries. Furthermore, the region 
has massive foreign exchange 

reserves, one of the best legacies 
of the boom, Ocampo said. The 
reserves are a result of substantial 
government intervention in the for-
eign exchange markets.
 According to Ocampo, Latin 
America will probably benefit from 
lower energy prices, but will also be 
directly affected by declining remit-
tances and heavier dependence on 
exports to the United States. South 
America, in particular, will prob-
ably face difficult challenges in the 
immediate future due to its higher 
dependence on commodities.

Related Links: 
Download Ocampo’s latest paper  
at http://www.bakerinstitute.
org/publications/ECON-pub-
endofboom-111808.pdf

Former Secretary of State James A. Baker, III, announced the details of the Bush Clinton Coastal Recovery Fund on Wednesday, Sept. 24, in a video 
broadcast from the Baker Institute. Baker, who is chairman of the fund, emphasized that the fund, rather than providing only short-term relief, 
would “focus instead on the long-term infrastructure needs of the affected coastal communities.” Find more information on the Bush Clinton Coastal 
Recovery Fund at www.bushclintoncoastalfund.org

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/ECON-pub-endofboom-111808.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/ECON-pub-endofboom-111808.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/ECON-pub-endofboom-111808.pdf


13

shift from acute to chronic disease” 
using diabetes, obesity and arthritis 
as examples. Utilizing genetics and 
molecular pre-emption, biomedi-
cal research could someday impact 
health by intervening decades 
before symptoms develop. The suc-
cessful sequencing of the human 
genome has provided valuable 
information in this area, but sci-
entists still lack the tools to fully 
understand how these biological 
systems interact.
 Zerhouni concluded by discuss-
ing three major challenges the 
NIH faces in the future, especially 
during these tenuous economic 
times: funding innovative research, 
supporting new and young inves-
tigators, and improving science 
infrastructure. He was disillusioned 
by the lack of investment in science 
for the future, especially within 
the economic stimulus package 

former nIh head dIscusses scIentIfIc 
prIorItIes, challenGes ahead 
By Kirstin Matthews, Fellow in Science 
and Technology Policy 
Funding innovative research, 
encouraging new and young investi-
gators, and improving science infra-
structure will be major challenges 
for the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) as it seeks to more aggres-
sively counter obesity, arthritis and 
other chronic ailments, accord-
ing to its former director Dr. Elias 
Zerhouni.
 Zerhouni, who led the NIH from 
2002 to 2008, outlined his perspec-
tive on the agency’s future direction 
before an audience of more than 
200 from Rice University, the Texas 
Medical Center and the greater 
Houston community at a breakfast 
lecture on Dec. 12.
 During his tenure as director, 
Zerhouni led the nation’s medical 
research agency and oversaw the 
NIH’s 27 institutes and centers, with 
more than 18,000 employees and a 
fiscal year 2008 budget of $29.5 bil-
lion.
 “Americans are living longer and 
healthier,” Zerhouni said, noting 
that over the past 30 years, the aver-
age life expectancy increased six 
years to 78. Mortality from heart dis-
ease and strokes has decreased 60 
percent. And, during the past three 
years, cancer rates have fallen for 
the first time ever. This occurred, 
he said, with only investing $4 per 
American per year for research on 
heart disease and $9 per American 
per year for cancer research.
 Zerhouni said the nation’s 
health problems are undergoing “a 

Dr. Elias Zerhouni, former director of the National Institutes of Health (third from right), met with found-
ing director Edward P. Djerejian, M. D. Anderson Cancer Center president John Mendelsohn,  
Baker Institute fellow Kirstin Matthews, Rice University president David Leebron and Baker Institute 
fellow Neal Lane.

scIence & technoloGy polIcy

that had been proposed as of mid-
December.
 “We are worried about protect-
ing the industries of the past at 
the expense of the industries of 
the future, which can only come 
through progress of science and 
technology,” Zerhouni said. 
 Zerhouni’s lecture was the 
inaugural event in the “Medicine, 
Research and Society” public policy 
issues series, a joint project between 
the Baker Institute Science and 
Technology Policy Program and The 
University of Texas M. D. Anderson 
Cancer Center. Zerhouni’s visit was 
co-sponsored by the Baker Institute 
Health Policy Forum. 
  
Related Links:
Learn more about the Science 
and Technology Policy Program at 
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/pro-
grams/science-and-technology

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/science-and-technology
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/programs/science-and-technology
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druG polIcy

a JudIcIal IndIctment of the War on druGs 
By William Martin, Harry and Hazel 
Chavanne Senior Fellow in Religion 
and Public Policy 
Few doubt that drugs can ruin 
lives, enrich criminals, endanger 
innocent citizens, fund terrorism, 
and undercut the development and 
practice of democracy. But a vigor-
ous and growing movement that 
includes academia, law enforce-
ment, the judiciary, the medical 
community and churches contends 
that the “war on drugs” is respon-
sible for many of these problems. 
One of the most outspoken and 
respected critics of current U.S. 
drug policies is California Superior 
Court Judge James Gray, a former 
federal prosecutor and author of 
“Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed 
and What We Can Do About It: A 
Judicial Indictment of the War on 
Drugs.”
 Speaking at the Baker Institute 
on Oct. 27, Judge Gray noted that 
high-quality heroin, cocaine, meth-
amphetamines and marijuana are 
available in greater quantities than 
ever — despite a four-decade-old 
drug war initiated by President 
Richard Nixon that now costs 
U.S. taxpayers $40 billion a year. 
Periodic seizures of large quanti-
ties of these drugs represent only 
a small percentage of available 
supplies and are regarded by drug 
cartels as simply a normal cost of 
doing business.
 Gray told the audience of 
approximately 100 that U.S. policy-
makers need to consider construc-
tive changes to drug policy, such as 
needle exchange programs, heroin 

maintenance programs and mari-
juana regulation.
 Needle exchange programs, in 
which injecting drug users receive 
sterile syringes in exchange for 
used ones, have been repeatedly 
shown to dramatically reduce the 
spread of HIV, AIDS and hepatitis 
C, he said, saving not only lives but 
an estimated $300,000 for each 
case prevented.
 A Swiss program that enables 
heroin addicts to obtain phar-
maceutical-grade heroin, admin-
istered in clinics attended by 
professional health and social 
workers, has resulted in plummet-
ing crime rates, improved health, 
higher rates of employment and an 
increase in the number of addicts 
seeking treatment. “The Swiss,” 
Gray said, “are not more tolerant; 
they see that this works.”
 Gray also recommended treat-
ing marijuana like alcohol by regu-

lating production and sales. This 
approach would help control quali-
ty, save huge sums of money on law 
enforcement and corrections, pro-
duce significant income from taxes, 
and make marijuana less available 
to children. In addition, the hemp 
industry would be revitalized.

Related Links: 
Download William Martin’s “Policy 
with a Point: Clean Needles for 
Drug Addicts” at http://www.bak-
erinstitute.org/opinions/needle-
exchange

Download Francois van der Linde’s 
“Moving Beyond the ‘War on 
Drugs’” from the Baker Institute 
Web site at http://www.bakerin-
stitute.org/publications/wp_dp_
vanderlinde.pdf

Judge James Gray of the California Superior Court urged U.S. policymakers to draft constructive changes to 
drug policy that will reform the current strategy of a “war on drugs.” 

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/opinions/needle-exchange
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/opinions/needle-exchange
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/opinions/needle-exchange
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/wp_dp_vanderlinde.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/wp_dp_vanderlinde.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/wp_dp_vanderlinde.pdf


15

druG preventIon, control and treatment 
deBated
By William Martin, Harry and Hazel 
Chavanne Senior Fellow in Religion 
and Public Policy 
Experimental vaccines that could 
help substance abusers overcome 
their addiction, and alternatives to 
jail for drug offenders were among 
the topics discussed at a two-day 
Drug Policy Summit at the Baker 
Institute.
 About 140 participants from 
agencies involved in the preven-
tion, control and treatment of sub-
stance abuse attended the Oct. 28 
event. Ray Andrews from the office 
of Houston Mayor Bill White, Peter 
John A. Messiah of the Houston 
Independent School District and 
Gerald Busch of the Houston-
Harris County Office of Drug 
Policy were the primary organiz-
ers, with the assistance of William 
Martin, the Baker Institute’s fellow 
in drug policy, and Joan Neuhaus 
Schaan, the Baker Institute’s fellow 
in homeland security and terror-
ism.
 Keynote speaker John Walters, 
director of the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, spoke of 
the well-known risks involved in 
the use of drugs, gave a positive 
appraisal of random drug testing 
in schools, commended treatment 
and drug courts as alternatives to 
incarceration of drug offenders, 
and criticized programs to dis-
pense marijuana for medical pur-
poses.
 Researchers are working on 
promising vaccines that counter-
act the effects of and desire for 

nicotine, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, heroin and other drugs, 
said Thomas Kosten, founder of 
the Division of Substance Abuse 
at Baylor College of Medicine. 
The most advanced experimental 
vaccine, for cocaine, is now being 
tested in humans and could be 
available in two to three years. 
If successful, Kosten said, these 

drugs could greatly reduce prison 
populations, prevent relapse after 
treatment and deter the spread of 
addiction among vulnerable popu-
lations.
 Beverly Watts Davis, senior 
adviser at the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration, and Sue Thau, 

Above: Judge John Creuzot, Baker Institute fellow William Martin, Houston Police Chief Harold Hurtt 
and former probation officer Lawrence Jablecki attended the Drug Policy Summit. Below: Joan Neuhaus 
Schaan, fellow in homeland security and terrorism, discussed drug policy with conference participants. 

continued on page 31
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open house, shell lecture amonG roundtaBle 
hIGhlIGhts for fall 2008

Baker InstItute roundtaBle

By Meredith Montgomery, Associate 
Director of Development
Members of the Baker Institute 
Roundtable got an exclusive look 
at the research priorities and proj-
ects of institute scholars at this fall’s 
annual Roundtable Reception.
 At the Oct. 13 invitation-only 
event, the institute’s founding 
director Edward P. Djerejian 
announced three new Baker 
Institute fellows: Palestinian activ-
ist and leader Hanan Ashrawi, the 
new Diana Tamari Sabbagh Fellow 
in Middle Eastern Studies; Ronald 
Sass, the Baker Institute’s first fel-
low in climate change; and Daniel 
Rodriguez, who will be initiating a 
program at the institute in law and 
urban economics.
 The Baker Institute Roundtable 
is just one of the ways institute 
researchers work to reach out to 
institute supporters and policy-
minded community members and 
leaders. Other avenues include 
special focus groups, in which 
interested Roundtable members 
are invited to participate. The 
Roundtable has grown to approxi-
mately 800 members.
 The Baker Institute also spon-
sors the Associate Roundtable, 
a junior membership program, 
which provides distinctive program-
ming for institute supporters ages 
25 to 45. At a Nov. 17 event, New 
York Times reporter and Pulitzer 
Prize nominee Dexter Filkins dis-
cussed the experiences behind 
“The Forever War,” his new book 
on the rise of the Taliban in the 

1990s, the Sept. 11 attacks, and the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
 “I wanted to do a book about 
what it kind of felt like. I wanted to 
write not really an intellectual book 
but a visceral one,” Filkins told the 
crowd. “This book is about sensa-
tions, and emotions and feelings.” 
 Filkins’ lecture, “Tales from 
the Frontline,” was part of the 
Shell Distinguished Lecture Series.  

Associate Roundtable members 
were invited to an exclusive recep-
tion and dinner with the journalist.  
 
For more information about joining the 
Roundtable or Associate Roundtable, 
please visit the Baker Institute Web site 
at http://www.bakerinstitute.org/sup-
port/roundtable.cfm or contact Starr 
Dickerson at 713.348.4200.

Above: Journalist Dexter Filkins 
discussed his new book, “The Forever 
War,” and signed copies at an As-
sociate Roundtable event. Right: 
Associate roundtable members Mark 
Yzaguirre and Julie Donovan.

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/support/roundtable.cfm
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/support/roundtable.cfm
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“It’s the politics, the 
science ... it’s all here. 
The notion of learning 
about and leveraging 
off other disciplines or 

processes that allow me to 
do things as a business 
person differently really 

appeals to me.”

– John Hale on why he joined 
the Associate Roundtable.

Martin Koslin converses with Chris Bronk, the fellow for the Tech-
nology, Society and Public Policy Program.

John Hale

Lavonne Cox, Denis DeBakey and Jay Guerrero listen to fellow Erika de la Garza speak about the Latin 
American Initiative.

Robert Bertagne chats with Science and Technology Policy Program fellows Kirstin Mat-
thews and Neal Lane.

Benjamin Brochstein, Shirley Marks and Jay Marks 

Marty and Les Greenberg
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James A. Baker, III, shows Condoleezza Rice a White House photo of them with 
President George W. Bush. 

Jim Crownover, chairman of Rice University’s Board 
of Trustees, Institute Director Edward P. Djerejian and 
Carol Quillen, vice provost for academic affairs.  

William J. and Connie Doré Kelly Day, Robert Mosbacher Sr., and 
Laurie Gilmore

Françoise Djerejian and Beryl Ann Bentsen Phoebe and Bobby Tudor

Clarence Cazalot, Wallace S. and Isabel Wilson, 
Walt Smith and Mike Smith

Margaret Alkek Williams and Jim Daniel

Rice University President David Leebron, Condoleezza Rice and Y. Ping Sun

Christopher Sarofim, Mindy and Jeff Hildebrand, 
and Courtney Sarofim
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“Most of all, we owe our success to the 

unstinting support of so many of you 

who are with us tonight. I can’t list you 

all by name. But you know who you are. 

And you know how much Susan and 

I appreciate your personal generosity 

over the last 15 years. We wouldn’t 

be where we are without you. And we 

will continue to depend on you in the 

challenging years ahead. You’re not 

only supporters. You’re friends.”

-- The Honorable James A. Baker, III, addressing the  
gala and fundraiser celebrating the Baker Institute’s 15th 
anniversary on Nov. 13, 2008. More than 550 people 
attended the black-tie event, which featured a keynote 
address from Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
marked a key milestone for the institute. See the front page 
for more details.Jim Crownover, chairman of Rice University’s Board 

of Trustees, Institute Director Edward P. Djerejian and 
Carol Quillen, vice provost for academic affairs.  

Robert and Janice McNair The Honorable Hushang Ansary, Susan 
Baker, Shahla Ansary 

William J. and Connie Doré 

Rich and Nancy Kinder

Gala co-chairs Pat Breen (left) and Jeanie Kilroy (right) meet Secretary Rice. James A. Baker, III, delivers introductory remarks during the gala.
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because if we are not able to edu-
cate our people I can assure you 
we will turn inward, we will protect, 
we will be afraid of the world, we 
will not believe — as we Americans 
have believed — that there is an 
endless international economic pie 
to be built. We will instead decide 
that we have to protect that little 
piece that we have.
 “And that will be a disaster for 
the world because Americans will 
not lead if we are not confident 
that our people are able to com-
pete.”
 Rice ended her address with 
a call to face the challenges con-
fronting the country by adhering 
to its principles. “What holds us 
together is that we are strivers,” she 
said. “But strivers have to be able 
to succeed.” Linking domestic and 
foreign policy issues, as she said the 
Baker Institute does, is key. 

concern about the future ability of 
the United States to lead: immigra-
tion and education.
 Maintaining that the United 
States is “loved for its sense of end-
less opportunity that we represent,” 
most recently demonstrated by 
the election of President Barack 
Obama, Rice called comprehensive 
immigration reform “unfinished 
business.”
 “America cannot continue to be 
a place where some people live in 
the shadows, contributing to our 
country, contributing to our econ-
omy, but somehow afraid even to 
go to an emergency room to treat 
their children,” Rice said.
 Rice also cited the failing state 
of public education as a “threat to 
that sense of who we are.” 
 “It breaks my heart as an educa-
tor,” she said, “but, you know, as 
secretary of state it terrifies me, 

the Cold War would end peacefully 
on U.S. terms. The lesson some 40 
years later, she argued, is that the 
United States must remain true 
to its values — even when it looks 
like they might not be triumphant. 
“Today’s headlines and history’s 
judgment are rarely the same,” she 
said.
 Rice stated that American lead-
ership is at the core of a better 
world. “I can tell you,” she said, 
“the world craves American leader-
ship.” And that leadership must be 
directed to promoting democracy 
and capitalism, she added. The 
United States must “never remain 
neutral about which system is best,” 
Rice said.
 She then shifted to a discussion 
of two issues that she said gave her 

rIce
continued from page 1

and comprehensive tax system 
reform.
 Science and technology — 
Science and technology policy 
fellows Neal Lane and Kirstin 
Matthews support enhancing 
federal funding for science and 
engineering research, as well as a 
comprehensive review of K-12 edu-
cation. The government should 
also promote a federal stem cell 
policy encouraging responsible, 
ethical research.
 Health care — Vivian Ho, chair 
in health economics, advocates 
requiring Medicare coverage only 
for cost-effective technologies and 
basing Medicare reimbursement 

of providers on performance.
 U.S.-Russia relations — Joe 
Barnes, research fellow, recom-
mends improving deteriorating 
U.S.-Russian relations by reducing 
public criticism of the Russian 
government and offering Russia 
NATO membership, among other 
efforts.
 Information technology — 
Christopher Bronk, fellow in tech-
nology, society and public policy, 
calls for the appointment of a 
federal chief technology officer, 
who would be a steward for private 
investment and public-private part-
nership building.
 Space policy — George Abbey, 
fellow in space policy, along with 
co-authors Lane and Rice adjunct 
lecturer John Muratore, recom-

mend restructuring the human 
space initiative, keeping the space 
shuttle program operating until 
2015, and focusing resources on 
energy and the environment.
 Needle-exchange programs 
— William Martin, fellow in reli-
gion and public policy, says the 
administration could promote 
responsible, prudent and compas-
sionate public policy by providing 
injecting drug users with access to 
sterile syringes. 

Related Links:
Download the Baker Institute’s 
policy recommendations for 
President Obama at http://www.
bakerinstitute.org/news/transition

oBama
continued from page 1

http://www.bakerinstitute.org/news/transition
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/news/transition
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homeland securIty secretary mIchael 
chertoff dIscusses GloBal terror threat 
By Jessica Stark, Rice News staff 
The technology of the 21st century 
will be a key challenge for the U.S. 
government as it deals with global 
terrorism, according to Michael 
Chertoff, the U.S. secretary of 
homeland security under the Bush 
administration.
 In his June 5 lecture, 
“Addressing 21st Century Threats: 
The U.S. Prevention Strategy,” 
Chertoff reflected briefly on what 
his department has accomplished 
in its five years and focused on 
government plans to mitigate risks 
posed by 21st-century technologies 
and ways of life.
 “The fact is that in the 21st cen-
tury we face threats from a range of 
organized groups,” Chertoff said.  
“These threats differ from compa-
rable threats in the past because 
the technology of the 21st century 
creates a much greater capability 
on the part of a small group or net-
work to cause damage.” He noted 
the greater capability, leverage and 
transnational reach of Hezbollah, 
FARC, Al Qaeda and other orga-
nized criminal groups.
 “We have to consider what are 
the critical tools in the 21st-century 
global environment that have 
allowed international terrorists to 
operate more readily, more freely,” 
Chertoff said, identifying the ability 
to communicate, finance and travel 
globally.
 “We need to look at those 
enablers and see how we can deny 
them to the terrorists while mak-
ing sure they remain available to 

the innocent vast majority of folks,” 
Chertoff said.
 Chertoff said the department 
has explored new ways to man-
age who comes into the U.S. from 
other countries and separate out 
the few who are dangerous from 
the many who are not. Measures 
include requiring secure documen-
tation and identification, advanced 
biographic information and 10 
fingerprints instead of the previous 
two. The new measures set up a 
system of  “trip wires” that makes it 
difficult for terrorists to launch an 
attack, he added.
 Chertoff said that an important 
component in the long-term reduc-
tion of risks is to win the “battle 
for hearts and minds” through  
“soft power” — diplomacy, cultural 
exchange and foreign aid. He also 
advocated building policies that 

expand trade between the United 
States and foreign countries, and 
that offer foreign aid to those in 
need.
 “We must continue to be a 
welcoming community to those 
around the world and show our 
everyday best light and values,” he 
said.
 Chertoff’s visit was hosted by 
the Baker Institute’s Homeland 
Security and Terrorism Program, 
led by institute fellow Joan 
Neuhaus Schaan.

Related Links: 
Listen to the webcast of Chertoff’s 
lecture at http://bakerinstitute.org 
/events/chertoff

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff discussed the ways technology is helping — and hindering 
— the fight against global terror.

homeland securIty and terrorIsm

http://bakerinstitute.org/events/chertoff
http://bakerinstitute.org/events/chertoff
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ethIcs, polItIcs and socIety lecture serIes 
examInes concept of faIrness 
By Donald Morrison, Professor of 
Philosophy, Rice University 
Professor Larry Temkin of 
Rutgers University explained and 
defended a concept of “equality 
as comparative fairness” in the 
first installment of the 2008-2009 
Ethics, Politics and Society (EPS) 
lecture series.
 People care about different 
kinds of equality for a variety of 
reasons, Temkin said during his 
Nov. 20 lecture, “Why Care About 
Equality?” Equality of opportu-
nity is different from equality of 
political rights, Temkin noted, 
pointing out that many egalitar-

ians do not value equality as an 
intrinsic value, but rather value 
equality for instrumental reasons. 
For example, many humanitarians 
favor redistributing resources from 
the better- to the worse-off, which 
reduces inequality in order to 
reduce suffering or to help those 
in need.
 He also said that many people 
are suspicious of equality as a 
value. They believe that egalitar-
ians unknowingly commit to the 
concept of leveling down — the 
idea that, for example, it would be 
better to put out the eyes of the 
sighted in order to promote equal-

ity between the sighted and the 
blind.
 Temkin spent the first 19 years 
of his career on the faculty at Rice 
University, where he won numer-
ous teaching awards. He was also 
the founder and initial director of 
the EPS series, which is co-spon-
sored by the Baker Institute and 
the Dean of Humanities.
 The next EPS lecture, 
“Friendship and Partiality,” is 
scheduled for March 26. 

homeland prIorItIes

Gen. Victor E. Renuart, Jr., spoke 
about various international 
threats against the United States 
during his Dec. 2 address, “De-
fending the Homeland: Setting 
Priorities with Shifting Threats.” 
A guest of the Baker Institute’s 
Homeland Security and Terror-
ism Program, Renuart provided 
insight into the threats to North 
America as perceived by Northern 
Command, along with the issues 
facing the Obama administra-
tion.
 Renuart has been the com-
mander of the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command and 
United States Northern Command 
since 2007. Prior to this, Renuart 
was the senior military assistant 
to the U.S. Secretary of Defense. 
He also served as director of 
operations for U.S. Central Com-
mand at MacDill Air Force Base, 
Fla., overseeing the planning and 
execution of all joint and allied 
combat operations for Operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom.
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Former interim U.S. permanent representative to the United Nations Johm Bolton addressed an audience at 
the Baker Institute.

nuclear Weapons contaInment must Be a top 
prIorIty, Bolton says 
By Lianne Hart, Staff Editor
A host of foreign policy challenges 
will confront the new administra-
tion, but nuclear weapons contain-
ment should remain a top priority, 
Ambassador John Bolton said dur-
ing a wide-ranging address at the 
Baker Institute.
 If, in particular, North Korea 
keeps its nuclear weaponry and 
Iran acquires its own, other coun-
tries could follow suit, making  
“a much less safe Middle East  
and a much more dangerous 
world,” Bolton said during his  
Oct. 14 lecture.
 Currently a senior fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute, 
Bolton served as the interim 
United States’ permanent repre-
sentative to the United Nations 
from August 2005 to December 
2006. Previously, he was under 
secretary of state for arms control 
and international security for the 
George W. Bush administration.
 Bolton said the United States 
“lost leverage” by agreeing to del-
ist North Korea as a state sponsor 
of terrorism. “The simple fact is 
that Kim Jong Il is never voluntari-
ly going to give up nuclear weap-
ons,” Bolton said. He was similarly 
pessimistic about arms negotia-
tions with Iran, which is five years 
into talks with Europe about sus-
pending its uranium enrichment 
program — and is still rapidly 
moving toward weapons capability.
 Developing situations elsewhere 
in the world will also compete for 
the new president’s attention. The 

future of China, for instance, will 
be one of the chief executive’s 
most pressing concerns, Bolton 
said. Modern prosperity doesn’t 
necessarily mean stability or con-
tinued economic growth for the 
Asian giant, especially if its long, 
tumultuous history of wars and 
political upheaval is taken into 
account. “Obviously we all hope 
for better relations, continuing 
good relations, the peaceful rise 
of China, but it is not inevitable,” 
Bolton said.
 To the north, Russia — flush 
with oil and gas riches — demon-
strated a willingness to use its revi-
talized military forces in Georgia 
in August. While some may say 
the action was just and provoked 
by the Georgians, Bolton thinks 

that “the size, the scope and the 
planning behind Russian military 
incursion showed this was contem-
plated long before.” He added, “I 
think the response from the West 
has been entirely inadequate.”
 Bolton’s remarks were part 
of the institute’s Campaign 2008 
lecture series, a year-long nonpar-
tisan effort by the Baker Institute 
to reach and educate policymakers 
about the issues central to the  
race for the U.S. presidency.  
Other events in the series 
addressed topics including  
health care, the economy and  
the electoral process. 

dIplomacy
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IraqI amBassador to the u.n. provIdes an 
update on Iraq 
By Derrick Huang, Editorial Associate
Iraq is well on its way to transition-
ing to a democratic government, 
despite “some problems, chal-
lenges [and] difficulties,” said 
Ambassador T. Hamid Al-Bayati, 
the nation’s permanent representa-
tive to the United Nations.
 In a Nov. 5 address at the Baker 
Institute, Al-Bayati said that the 
vast majority of Iraqis are glad to 
be living in a democratic society, 
which he believes was made pos-
sible through the assistance of 
the United States and other allies. 
While Iraq does not yet have the 
infrastructure in place for a full 
withdrawal of American troops, 
the ambassador anticipates a safe 

return for American soldiers in the 
near future.
 Al-Bayati stressed the impor-
tance of building civilian partner-
ships between Iraq and the United 
States. Citing Houston as a key city 
in the global energy market, he 
noted that “there are huge oppor-
tunities for oil companies and gas 
companies to come and invest” in 
Iraq’s vast energy sector.
 The ambassador also said he 
sees many similarities between Iraq 
and the United States, including 
religious and ethnic diversity. “With 
democracy, now we have ... a gov-
ernment which includes the Kurds, 
the Arabs, the [Iraqi] Turkmen 
— even the Christian community,” 

Al-Bayati said. He pointed out that 
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani is 
Kurdish, a historically oppressed 
ethnicity in Iraq, and compared 
the significance of Talabani’s elec-
tion to that of President Barack 
Obama in the United States.
 Though optimistic about the 
current progress of his nation, 
Al-Bayati realizes that this is just the 
beginning.
 “We are on the right track,” 
Al-Bayati said. “We are still living in 
a transitional period, we still have 
some difficulties, but we are trying 
to build an Iraq for future genera-
tions.” 

IranIan WrIter calls for neW u.s. polIcy

By Franz Brotzen, Rice News staff 
Calling the past 30 years of U.S. 
policy toward Iran a failure, author 
Hooman Majd urged the new 
U.S. administration to adopt a less 
antagonistic approach and con-
sider Iran’s overtures toward recon-
ciliation.
 In a Nov. 3 lecture, Majd said 
the U.S. view of Iran is stuck in 
1979, when the Islamic Republic 
came into being. He said his new 
book, “The Ayatollah Begs to 
Differ: The Paradox of Modern 
Iran,” reflects his “hope that peo-
ple would be able to see ... there 
might be a way for dialogue to 
work between Iran and the United 
States if we at least recognize that 

we can understand who they are 
and should expect them to under-
stand who we are.” 
 Born in Tehran, Majd is the 
grandson of an ayatollah. His 
father was a diplomat under the 
Shah of Iran, and the younger 
Majd spent most of his life in the 
United States. Majd now travels 
regularly to Iran and has served as 
an adviser and translator for Iran’s 
two most recent presidents.
 Majd said the U.S. government 
and Tehran both share blame for 
the current tensions. Asked by a 
member of the audience about 
U.S. concerns that Iran is develop-
ing nuclear weapons capability, 
Majd explained that Tehran wants 

to have “the technology to enrich 
uranium” but maintained there 
is no upside for Iran to develop 
nuclear weapons.
 After his lecture, Majd signed 
copies of his new book at a recep-
tion generously underwritten by 
Mr. Michael Zilkha and Mrs. Nina 
O’Leary Zilkha. 

Related Links:
Learn more about Hooman Majd 
and his new book at the Random 
House Web site http://www.ran-
domhouse.com/author/results.
pperl?authorid=77241

http://www.randomhouse.com/author/results.pperl?authorid=77241
http://www.randomhouse.com/author/results.pperl?authorid=77241
http://www.randomhouse.com/author/results.pperl?authorid=77241
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“I.o.u.s.a.” screened at Baker InstItute 
By Leslie Countryman, Senior Staff 
Researcher, Tax Policy Program
The U.S. government’s inability 
to budget, save, balance its pay-
ments and show leadership are 
all contributing to an  impending 
long-term fiscal crisis, according to 
“I.O.U.S.A.,” a critically acclaimed 
documentary screened at the Baker 
Institute.
 John Diamond, the Baker 
Institute’s Edward A. and Hermena 
Hancock Kelly Fellow in Tax Policy, 
hosted the Nov. 24 event, which 
included a question-and-answer 
session with Jeff Thiebert, national 
grassroots director and Southwest 
regional director for The Concord 

tax expendIture polIcy proGram

Coalition, a group that promotes fis-
cal responsibility in government.
 “I.O.U.S.A” includes interviews 
and news footage of people who 
have shaped America’s recent fiscal 
and monetary policy. The documen-
tary stresses the importance of fiscal 
responsibility for the sake of future 
generations.
 This sentiment is particularly rel-
evant today, as the nation finds itself 
in a major financial crisis brought 
on by unsound policy initiatives. In 
an attempt to curb the crisis from 
escalating into a severe recession, 
the government has ratcheted up 
spending in the form of stimulus 
packages and bailouts. Meanwhile, 

the national debt has since soared 
to more than $10.8 trillion and will 
likely increase by more than $1 tril-
lion in fiscal year 2009.
 After the screening, the audi-
ence, which numbered more than 
80, asked Thiebert and Diamond 
numerous questions regarding the 
current state of the economy, the 
impact of the impending change in 
leadership and future fiscal implica-
tions.   

Related Links:
View an abbreviated version of 
“I.O.U.S.A.” at www.iousathemovie.
com

War poWers commIssIon urGes actIon

By Derrick Huang, Editorial Associate 
A commission co-chaired by 
former Secretaries of State 
James A. Baker, III, and Warren 
Christopher is calling on 
Congress to pass the War Powers 
Consultation Act of 2009, a new 
statute that promotes more mean-
ingful consultation between the 
president and Congress, as well as 
the establishment of a clear pro-
cess on decisions to go to war.
 The National War Powers 
Commission made the recom-
mendation in October after 
concluding that the War Powers 
Resolution of 1973 had failed to 
promote cooperation between the 
two branches of government.
 “This statute does not attempt 
to resolve the constitutional ques-

tions that have dominated the 
debate over the war powers, and 
does not prejudice the president 
or Congress their right or ability 
to assert their respective consti-
tutional war powers,” said Baker. 
“What we aim to do with this 
statute is to create a process that 
will encourage the two branches 
to cooperate and consult in a way 
that is both practical and true to 
the spirit of the Constitution.”
 The commission deliberated 
for more than a year, interviewing 
more than 40 witnesses, before 
reaching its conclusion. The 
Baker Institute was one of several 
partnering institutions with the 
University of Virginia’s Miller 
Center of Public Affairs in the 
commission’s work.

Related Links:
Read the findings and recommen-
dations of the commission at 
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/
publications/National%20War%20
Powers%20Commission%20
Report.pdf

Read the appendices to the report 
at http://millercenter.org/policy/
commissions/warpowers/appen-
dices

http://www.iousathemovie.com
http://www.iousathemovie.com
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/National%20War%20Powers%20Commission%20Report.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/National%20War%20Powers%20Commission%20Report.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/National%20War%20Powers%20Commission%20Report.pdf
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/National%20War%20Powers%20Commission%20Report.pdf
http://millercenter.org/policy/commissions/warpowers/appendices
http://millercenter.org/policy/commissions/warpowers/appendices
http://millercenter.org/policy/commissions/warpowers/appendices


26

meet Baker InstItute felloW steven W. leWIs 

Steven W. Lewis, Ph.D., is the Baker 
Institute’s fellow in Asian studies 
and faculty adviser for the Jesse Jones 
Leadership Center Summer in D.C. 
Policy Research Internship Program. 
Lewis is widely published and a 
frequent commentator on Chinese 
affairs for U.S., Chinese and foreign 
media. He is also an associate fellow 
of Asia Society International and an 
academic adviser to the U.S.-China 
Working Group of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

You are the fellow in Asian studies 
for the Baker Institute. Can you 
describe your research and what 
public policy issues you expect to 
study in the next year? 
My research focuses on globaliza-
tion’s effect on Chinese society 
and the role the Chinese increas-
ingly play in global economic, 
political and cultural systems. 
Through the Transnational China 
Project (TCP), I work with schol-
ars at Rice and across the globe 
to explore the changing values 
and attitudes of a Chinese middle 
class. We are currently doing pio-

neering research on the ways that 
governments, corporations and 
social organizations are trying to 
persuade this demographic to con-
sume, contribute and participate 
in economic, political and cultural 
movements. We know that the 
hundreds of millions of Chinese 
middle class people will play a 
large role in shaping the growth of 
world financial, energy, industrial 
and cultural markets. How they 
join these markets and interna-
tional organizations will largely be 
determined by the many appeals 
made to them through advertis-
ing. The TCP has an archive of 
thousands of images of advertise-
ments, collected over a decade, 
that provide a unique resource to 
track the ways that governments 
and companies are persuading 
Chinese to think of themselves 
as a middle class. I coordinate 
research in our networks to maxi-
mize our use of this pioneering 
research. I also work with the insti-
tute’s Energy Forum and Science 
and Technology Policy Program 
on research and conferences with 
top Chinese and Japanese think 
tanks. 

Looking ahead, what role do you 
expect Asian studies and scholar-
ship to play at the Baker Institute? 
Why is this area important to pub-
lic policy? 
History shows us that middle 
classes in different countries come 
to participate in global affairs in 
different ways. Understanding how 
the Chinese and Asians in general 

are moving to new cities and form-
ing a middle class will be critical 
to predicting whether or not we 
can solve some of the most impor-
tant public policy problems facing 
us today: global financial stability, 
secure energy supplies, sustain-
able environments and mitiga-
tion of climate change. Will the 
Chinese and other Asians think of 
themselves as part of the problem 
or as part of the solution? More 
concretely, will they want to solve 
these problems working through 
national governments, local gov-
ernments, private actors, including 
corporations, or through individ-
ual and neighborhood volunteer 
groups? 

You also oversee the Jesse Jones 
Leadership Center Summer in 
D.C. Policy Research Internship 
Program. What is this program 
and why is it important? 
Our program seeks to train the 
next generation of America’s 
policy researchers by providing 
bright, hardworking and socially 
conscious Rice students the oppor-
tunity to intern at some of the 
most influential policymaking 
agencies, think tanks and nongov-
ernmental organizations in our 
nation’s capital. Students search 
for and obtain the internship most 
useful for their future career and 
studies and receive stipends for 
living expenses. We hold weekend 
seminars to discuss critical public 
policy texts. Students also pres-
ent a research report before Rice 

continued on page 31
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students

relationships and military develop-
ment in East and Southeast Asia. 
He is studying international rela-
tions at the London School of 
Economics.
 The program also supported 
Elizabeth Curo, a senior in eco-
nomics, and Alec Walker, a senior 
in chemical engineering and Asian 
studies, who spent the summer in 
Mongolia working with the non-
profit educational group American 
Center for Mongolian Studies 
(ACMS) under Brian White, 
resident director, and Charles 
Krusekopf, founding executive 
director and Rice alumnus. Walker 
focused on solar energy, contrib-
uting articles to an online refer-
ence guide of subjects related to 
Mongolia. Curo researched micro-
finance programs in Mongolia.

cal science and Spanish, researched 
state policies on eligibility for 
Medicaid/State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program with Shelby 
Gonzales, vice president of national 
action strategies at America’s 
Promise Alliance. She was awarded 
a SSURE research grant from the 
dean of social sciences for research 
in Pakistan.
 Ariela Schachter, a senior in 
sociology and policy studies, evalu-
ated performance measurements of 
NGOs, state and local governments 
while working with Harry P. Hatry, 
director of the public management 
center at the Urban Institute.
 Dale Swartz, a senior in Asian 
studies and political science, 
worked with Chris Griffin, fellow 
in Asian studies of the American 
Enterprise Institute, on security 

meet the 2008 class of Jesse Jones leadershIp 
center summer In d.c. polIcy research Interns
Michael Feldman, a junior in 
Asian studies and political sci-
ence, assessed the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations’ ability 
to prevent conflict, working with 
Richard Weitz of the Hudson 
Institute’s Center for Future 
Security Strategies. He was awarded 
a Boren Scholarship from the fed-
eral government, and is studying 
at East China Normal University in 
Shanghai, China, in preparation for 
the Foreign Service.
 Patrick McAnaney, a junior in 
history and policy studies, conduct-
ed research on community-based 
recycling initiatives in urban Latin 
America, working with Gabriela 
Boyer at the Inter-American 
Foundation. He researched and 
studied in Bolivia in fall 2008.
 Shireen Nasir, a junior in politi-

lectures. Also this past semester, 
New York Times columnist and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Tom 
Friedman spoke with a group of 
BISF members about the election 
and other public policy issues in 
a Nov. 17 meeting. (See the back 
cover of this issue for a photo and 
more information about his visit.)

Related Links:
Visit the Baker Institute Student 
Forum at http://www.bisf.rice.edu/

Science Ashley Leeds provided 
trivia questions for the crowd. 
Rice University President David 
Leebron and his wife University 
Representative Y. Ping Sun also 
stopped by.
 “It was so great to see Rice stu-
dents interested in the election, 
and talking to each other about the 
issues they care about,” said student 
Katherine Gomer ‘09.
 The student forum seeks to fos-
ter student involvement in public 
policy with topical activities and 

student forum hosts electIon party, vIsIt 
from neW york tImes columnIst
By Aurelia Chaudhury, President, Baker 
Institute Student Forum 
More than 150 students and faculty 
gathered in the Doré Commons 
Nov. 4 to watch the election night 
returns at a party sponsored by the 
Baker Institute Student Forum.
 The election night celebration 
brought together Rice students, fac-
ulty and staff to engage in thought-
provoking discussions regarding 
public policy. TVs were set up so stu-
dents could watch local race results, 
and Associate Professor of Political 

http://www.bisf.rice.edu/
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danGer and opportunIty: InstItute’s foundInG 
dIrector reflects on hIs dIplomatIc Journey
The Baker Institute’s founding director 
Edward P. Djerejian’s book, “Danger 
and Opportunity: An American 
Ambassador’s Journey Through the 
Middle East,” was recently published by 
Simon & Schuster’s Threshold Editions. 
Djerejian served eight U.S. administra-
tions and was U.S. ambassador to Syria 
and Israel and assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern affairs. Below, 
he discusses with the editor of the Baker 
Institute Report what it was like to write 
a book that is part memoir and part 
policy analysis and recommendations.

What did you hope to accomplish by 
writing “Danger and Opportunity”?
I wanted to share with the reader 
the experiences, both personal 
and professional, of an American 
diplomat who had served eight U.S. 
presidents, from John F. Kennedy 
to Bill Clinton, on the conduct 
of American foreign policy in the 
Middle East from the vantage point 
of my work in Washington and in 
various posts in the region. I also 
sought to outline lessons learned 
from the successes and failures 
of U.S. policy in the Middle East. 
Further, the book contains nar-
ratives on the work I have done 
as director of the Baker Institute, 
including the U.S.-Syria Dialogue, 
the Iraq Study Group and the 2003 
public diplomacy advisory group on 
the Arab and Muslim world.

The bulk of your diplomatic career 
has been spent in the Middle East 
or on related issues. Why this par-
ticular focus?

When I was a young diplomat,  
I knew that in terms of American 
national security interests, the 
Middle East would remain a central 
focus of U.S. foreign policy and, 
therefore, would be a challenging 
area for career specialization. So 
I chose to study Arabic at the lan-
guage school in Beirut. After I com-
pleted my studies, I was assigned to 
the American Embassy in Beirut. 
I could not have asked for a more 
interesting and educational tour of 
duty. Beirut was then truly the cross-
roads of the Middle East, politically, 
financially and culturally. My job was 
the best in the Embassy from my 
point of view. I was the ambassador’s 
interpreter, accompanying him in 
all meetings with Lebanese leaders, 
and the junior foreign service offi-
cer in the Political Section, which 
involved contacting the Lebanese 
opposition parties and Arab nation-
alist parties. I learned a lot about 
political and religious movements 
and trends in the Middle East. Also, 
the social life in Beirut was extraor-
dinary. I have memories of seeing 
Omar Sharif playing bridge in the 
Casino du Liban with Arab sheikhs 
from the Gulf.

Your book begins with a letter to the 
president of the United States on 
Middle East diplomacy. What advice 
do you offer?
Americans and our leaders should 
understand that the seminal strug-
gle in the greater Middle East is 
between the forces of moderation 
and extremism. This is a struggle 

of ideas — the outcome of which 
only the people of the region them-
selves can decide. The goal of U.S. 
policy should be to marginalize the 
Islamic radicals, like Al Qaeda, and 
strengthen the moderates and those 
who are undecided on what path 
to choose. The United States can 
play an important role in influenc-
ing, not deciding, the outcome by 
the deft use of both soft and hard 
power.
 It is also important for President 
Obama’s administration to move 
from conflict management to 
conflict resolution in the greater 
Middle East. What that means in the 
Arab-Israeli context is to go beyond 
putting out the recurrent and tragic 
conflicts, such as the 2006 Israeli-
Hezbollah war in Lebanon and the 
recent crisis in Gaza, and focus on 
reaching structural peace agree-
ments between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, between Israel and 
Syria, and Israel and Lebanon. This 
effort should start at the begin-
ning of the administration so that 
the president and his secretary of 
state don’t run out of time. George 
Mitchell’s appointment as a special 
envoy is a good sign in this respect.
 Another priority is South Asia, 
especially Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
We have to conduct a coherent 
policy, to marginalize the terror-
ists, destroy them where we can 
— especially Al Qaeda, in the foot-
hills of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
— and reduce the growing power 
of the Taliban in Afghanistan. In 
order to do this it is important to 

Bookshelf
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Foreign Service, but also in all our 
national security agencies.

Related Links: 
Read an excerpt of “Danger and 
Opportunity” at http://www.
simonsays.com/content/book.
cfm?tab=73&pid=630427 
 

establish security throughout the 
country; but it is equally important 
to achieve economic and social 
development. As I state in the book, 
an American general commented 
to me, “Where the road ends, the 
Taliban begins.” And what does 
that mean? It means that where 
infrastructure projects, where job 
creation, where hospitals, where 
schools end, the Taliban begins. 
Here again the Obama administra-
tion has indicated it will focus on 
this priority with the appointment 
of special representative Richard 
Holbrooke.

There is some concern that the 
financial crisis will result in less 
focus on Middle East diplomacy. Is 
this wise? 
No, the Middle East cannot go on 
the back burner because crises in 
the region will force the administra-
tion to get engaged. That has been 
the experience with every admin-
istration I have worked in. So the 
president, I believe, must organize 
his foreign policy team in a way that 
the Middle East will be given the 
attention it truly deserves, but in a 
manner that allows him to face his 
vast responsibilities, especially the 
economic and financial crisis.

For students who are interested in 
the diplomatic corps, what advice 
do you have?
I am a strong advocate of public ser-
vice and would encourage students 
to consider a career in the Foreign 
Service. I would take a very hard 
look at China and at the Middle 
East. I think those two regions 
remain the most challenging. I 
would go into language studies. I 

think Americans are deficient in 
their foreign language ability. Our 
diplomats need to learn to speak 
foreign languages with a high level 
of professional fluency and serve for 
extended periods in those regions 
so that they can perfect their skills 
and regional knowledge. Our coun-
try will be well served by building 
up such capabilities, not only in the 

“Ed Djerejian, one of our nation's most 
respected diplomats, frames the need for 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict in 
the context of the larger forces at play in 
the Muslim world with gripping personal 
narratives and coherent policy recom-
mendations. Danger and Opportunity 
enriches our comprehension of one of the 
central issues of our time.”

— Jimmy Carter, 39th President of the 
United States of America

“Danger and Opportunity deserves the at-
tention of policy-makers for its insightful 
and pragmatic roadmap that provides 
the best chance for empowering the mod-
erate and marginalizing the extremist ele-
ments that are seeking to tear apart the civil 
institutions of the region.”

— Henry A. Kissinger, 56th U.S.
Secretary of State

“Few people understand the Middle East as well, or have as much hands-on experience with it, as Ed 
Djerejian. He was my right-hand man for this region when I was Secretary of State and he played a key 
role in making the Madrid Peace Conference possible. The only American to ever serve as ambassador to 
both Syria and Israel, he expertly weaves those and other unique experiences with his vast knowledge and 
astute analysis of that critically important region of the world into this enlightening book. Danger and 
Opportunity is a must-read.”

— James A. Baker III, 61st U.S. Secretary of State

“Those in government have long been beneficiaries of Edward Djerejian's unparalleled expertise in Middle 
Eastern affairs. In Danger and Opportunity, Djerejian provides the general public with a sweeping over-
view of the myriad challenges the United States faces in the region, as well as pragmatic policies for man-
aging them. It is a timely, persuasive, and immensely enjoyable book that anyone interested in America's 
relationship with this critical region must read.”

— Lee H. Hamilton, President and Director, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

http://www.simonsays.com/content/book.cfm?tab=73&pid=630427
http://www.simonsays.com/content/book.cfm?tab=73&pid=630427
http://www.simonsays.com/content/book.cfm?tab=73&pid=630427
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Outer Continental Shelf. Pickens 
also said he hopes that President 
Barack Obama will honor a cam-
paign pledge to end oil imports 
from the Middle East in 10 years.
 Pickens, who founded the pre-

cursor to Mesa Petroleum in 1956, 
is currently the founder, chairman 
and CEO of BP Capital L.P.
 His lecture was co-sponsored by 
the Baker Institute Energy Forum 
in conjunction with the Energy & 
Environmental Systems Institute, 
the Richard E. Smalley Institute for 
Nanoscale Science and Technology, 

and the Center for the Study of 
Environment and Society at Rice 
University.

Related Links:
Learn more about the Pickens Plan 
at http://www.pickensplan.com/
index.php

of immigrant communities. He said 
that 45 percent of Houstonians 
speak a language other than 
English at home.
 Overall, immigration “is a tre-
mendous benefit to the U.S. eco-
nomic system,” he said. However, 
many voters have concerns about 
large-scale immigration, especially 
illegal immigration — which, by 
some estimates, accounts for as 
much as half of Houston’s immi-
grant population.
 Emerson criticized politicians 
for “political posturing” on immi-
gration which, he said, denies 
reality. “If you're going to have 
economics and everything else flow 
across the Americas, you also need 
to be able to have people do that.”
 “We love the idea of being a 
nation of immigrants,” Klineberg 
noted, “but we've never been com-
fortable when large numbers of 
foreign-born residents were in our 
midst.”
 Tom Forrester Lord, a lecturer 
at Rice’s School of Architecture 
and president of The Housing 
Corporation, a nonprofit that 
works with the private and public 
sector to improve housing condi-
tions and conserve neighborhoods, 

extolled Houston’s unique lack of 
zoning laws, arguing that it elimi-
nates bureaucracy and stimulates 
growth. “When a new population 
comes to Houston,” he said, “if 
they work hard and think hard,” 
they can do whatever they want to 
do.
 Panelist Tammie Daily, execu-
tive principal for the Houston 
Independent School District’s 
Central Region, acknowledged  

“it’s challenging to provide a 
good education with a shortage of 
money,” but the district is still able 
to provide opportunities for recent 
immigrants.
 HISD does not inquire about 
a student’s immigration status 
because, “Our role is not to ques-
tion the status of a parent,” she said. 
“No matter what language [a stu-
dent speaks], we have to provide an 
education.”

Above: Michael Emerson (center) 
leads a session on public policy and 
sustainability with Americas Project 
conference participants (from left) 
Marcelo Driusso, Joan D’Angola, 
Marcelo Quiroga and Fred Perpall. 
Right: Monica Piquet-Rodriguez, Julio 
Cesar Puentes and Toni-Shae James 
Freckleton interact during an ice-
breaker session for the 2008 Americas 
Project fellows.

http://www.pickensplan.com/index.php
http://www.pickensplan.com/index.php
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policy advocate for Community 
Anti-Drug Coalitions of America, 
inspired and encouraged partici-
pants with specific guidance for 
obtaining funds for drug-related 
initiatives.
 In a session on criminal jus-
tice issues, Houston Police Chief 
Harold Hurtt described his depart-
ment’s approach to drug enforce-
ment and summarized arrest statis-
tics. Lawrence Jablecki, the former 

director of Brazoria County’s adult 
probation department and a part-
time lecturer in the sociology and 
philosophy departments at Rice 
University, spoke movingly of his 
early days as a probation officer. 
Though he once recommended 
stiff sentences for nonviolent drug 
offenders, he subsequently recog-
nized the need for a major over-
haul of U.S. drug policy, he said.
 Dallas District Court Judge John 
Creuzot gave a similar account of 
his early days as a tough-on-drugs 
prosecutor, then described his pio-

neering work with specialized drug 
courts that replace punishment 
with alternative measures designed 
to meet the needs of individual 
offenders.
 Other sessions dealt with 
treatment for substance abusers 
and the need for accurate data 
regarding drug use. Houston 
Mayor Bill White, Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett and U.S. Rep. 
Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, also 
addressed the conference. 

•	 Cumulative	energy-supply	
investment in the range of $1 
trillion per year is necessary 
in the power, oil, gas, coal 

and alternate-fuel sectors to 
fulfill increasing global ener-
gy demand.

Though oil will remain a lead-
ing energy source, “the era of 
cheap oil is over … [and] oilfield 
decline is the key determinant of 

investment needs,” Jones said.
Related Links: 
Read the WEO 2008 Executive 
Summary at http://www.rice.edu/
energy/events/past/09dec08_
WEO2008_ES.pdf 

and Baker Institute faculty. Since 
2004, 34 students have interned 
at the State Department, the 
Council of Economic Advisers, the 
Middle East Institute, the Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies, the Center for American 
Progress, the American Enterprise 
Institute, the Humane Society 
and the American Civil Liberties 
Union, among others. Our 
graduates have also won Rhodes 
Scholarships, The Paul & Daisy 
Soros Fellowships for New 
Americans, Thomas J. Watson 
Fellowships, Fulbright Scholarships 
and Wagoner Scholarships.  

(Read more about the 2008 
interns on page 27.)
 
What are your goals for 2009 
in terms of programming and 
research?  
 The Asian policy program will 
continue its analyses of advertising 
in public spaces in Chinese and 
Asian cities, looking for changes 
in the ways corporations and gov-
ernments are trying to influence 
the next generation of Asians. We 
will also work with other research 
programs at the Baker Institute 
and partner think tanks from 
around the world to host research 
conferences on important Asian 
policy issues. On April 3, we 
will co-host with the Shanghai 

Institutes for International Studies 
a conference on “America and 
China: the Next 30 Years.” 
 
Steven Lewis has spearheaded the 
institute’s research programs related 
to Asian policy since 1997. He also 
serves as professor of the practice and 
associate director of the Chao Center 
for Asian Studies at Rice University. 
For more information on the institute’s 
efforts to expand our efforts in this 
critical area of research, please contact 
Meredith Montgomery, associate direc-
tor of development, at 713.348.2136 
or mermont@rice.edu.

http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/09dec08_WEO2008_ES.pdf
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/09dec08_WEO2008_ES.pdf
http://www.rice.edu/energy/events/past/09dec08_WEO2008_ES.pdf
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Baker InstItute In the neWs

Compiled using Dateline Rice, these 
are highlighted interviews given by the 
Baker Institute fellows between June 6, 
2008, and Dec. 31, 2008.

Edward P. Djerejian
Dec. 17: Quoted in a CNN seg-•	
ment on President-elect Barack 
Obama’s foreign policy state-
ments and on conflict resolu-
tion in the Middle East.
Dec. 11: Interviewed on CNN’s •	
“Situation Room” about the 
president-elect reaching out to 
the Muslim community.
Dec. 8: Interviewed on •	
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” 
about his book “Danger and 
Opportunity.” 
Nov. 4: Interviewed on •	
Bloomberg-TV about the 2008 
presidential election’s impact 
on Middle East relations. 
Sept. 17: Wrote an op-ed urg-•	
ing a direct dialogue between 
the U.S. and Iran published in  
The Washington Times.
July 30: Interviewed on •	
Bloomberg-TV about Turkish-
mediated talks between Syria 
and Israel.
July 22: Quoted in an •	
Associated Press article on a 
trip overseas by Democratic 
presidential candidate Obama.

Allen Matusow, Ph.D.
Oct. 20: Quoted in a New York •	
Times article on worry among 
conservative pundits over the 
2008 presidential election.

Sept. 23: A Washington Post •	
op-ed on the federal bailout 
plan proposed by Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry Paulson 
cites his book “Nixon’s 
Economy.” 
Sept. 11: Quoted in The •	
Houston Chronicle on the 
repercussions of the Sept. 11 
attacks.

George Abbey
Oct. 1: Isle of Man Courier •	
mentioned that he will speak at 
the opening ceremonies of the 
Institute for Space Commerce.

Douglas Brinkley, Ph.D.
Dec. 8: Quoted in a CNN story •	
on the transition President 
George W. Bush faces when he 
leaves office in January.
Nov. 21: Quoted in a Boston •	
Globe article on the choices of 
President-elect Obama for his 
cabinet positions.
Nov. 17: Interviewed on •	
MSNBC’s “The Rachel Maddow 
Show” on the possibility that 
Sen. Hillary Clinton could be 
appointed secretary of state.
Oct. 22: Featured panelist on •	
MSNBC’s “Race for the White 
House with David Gregory.” 
Oct. 10: Quoted in a USA •	
Today article about presidential 
and vice-presidential candidates 
on entertainment television.
Sept. 10: Wrote a piece •	
for Vanity Fair on Lance 
Armstrong’s return to profes-
sional cycling. 

Sept. 2: Quoted in a Business •	
Week article on how history will 
remember Steve Jobs.
June 9: Featured as a panelist •	
in CNN special “Something’s 
Happening Here,” comparing 
the elections of 1968 and 2008. 

Christopher Bronk, Ph.D.
Dec. 23: Research featured in •	
a Houston Business Journal 
article on Internet security.
Dec. 3: Quoted in a Philippine •	
Times story on better practices 
to monitor terrorist communi-
cation on the Internet. 
July 23: Quoted in an ABC •	
News report on how major cor-
porations are using the microb-
logging service Twitter to better 
serve their customers. 

Erika de la Garza
Nov. 13: Interviewed on PBS’ •	
“Worldfocus” about instability 
in Mexico.

John W. Diamond, Ph.D.
Dec. 2: Featured in a KTRK.•	
com story about the economic 
recession.
Nov. 6: Quoted in a KTRK-TV •	
story on possible changes in 
the tax code under the Obama 
administration.
Oct. 2: Quoted in a KRIV-TV •	
story on the effects of the finan-
cial crisis on local car dealers.
July 29: Quoted in the Detroit •	
News on the push by Michigan 
lawmakers to aid Detroit’s Big 
Three automakers. 
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June 12: Quoted in a Financial •	
Times article on the economic 
policies of Republican presi-
dential candidate John McCain.

Vivian Ho, Ph.D.
Nov. 17: Quoted in a KHOU-•	
TV story on “pill splitting.”
July 18: Quoted in a KTRH •	
story on the Dallas debate over 
whether nonresidents should 
pay for emergency services.

Amy Myers Jaffe
Dec. 12: Quoted in an Oil and •	
Gas Journal article on the effect 
of potential production cuts by 
OPEC on the price of oil.
Nov. 25: Quoted in a U.S. News •	
& World Report article on the 
possibility of rising oil prices. 
Oct. 22: Quoted in an episode •	
of PBS’ “Frontline” on climate 
change and energy policy.
Sept. 29: Appeared on NPR•	 ’s 
“Talk of the Nation” to discuss 
energy and the economy.
Aug. 19: Quoted in a New York •	
Times article on efforts of the 
major oil companies to locate 
new petroleum resources. 
July 14: Wrote an op-ed in The •	
Houston Chronicle calling for 
the United States to find alter-
natives to Saudi Arabian oil.
June 12: Featured on PBS’ •	
“Charlie Rose Show” discussing 
the reasons for and economic 
effects of high energy prices. 
June 12: Appeared on •	
C-SPAN3's coverage of an Oil 
Supply and Demand hearing of 
the U.S. Select Committee on 
Global Warming.

 

Neal Lane, Ph.D.
Nov. 18: Quoted on ABCNews.•	
com about a proposal to name 
the International Space Station.
Oct. 16: Quoted in a Center •	
for American Progress article 
reporting on the launch event 
for the inaugural edition of the 
webjournal Science Progress.
Sept. 29: Quoted in a Houston •	
Chronicle article on the chal-
lenges ahead for NASA as it 
marks its 50th anniversary.
Sept. 25: Quoted in a Nature.•	
com article on the efforts of the 
U.S. scientific establishment 
to attract the attention of the 
presidential candidates.
Aug. 1: Quoted in a San Diego •	
Union-Tribune article on the 
relationship between the Bush 
administration and science.

Steven W. Lewis, Ph.D.
Aug. 8: Quoted in a KTRH.com •	
article on President Bush’s trip 
to China.

William Martin, Ph.D.
Dec. 11: Quoted in a San •	
Antonio Express-News article 
on Bexar County’s attempt to 
launch the state's first legal 
syringe-exchange program ear-
lier this year.
Oct. 16: A Blanco County News •	
article reports that he will 
speak on current religious top-
ics at Wimberley Presbyterian 
Church.
Sept. 16: Quoted in a Tampa •	
Tribune article on the Without 
Walls International Church in 
Florida. 
 

July 21: Quoted in an •	
Associated Press article on a dis-
pute between the Bexar County 
district attorney and Bill Day, 
a man who distributes clean 
needles to drug addicts. 

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D.
Nov. 6: Quoted in a Reuters •	
article on the effect of Obama’s 
election on natural gas and oil 
production. 
Oct. 27: Quoted in TIME maga-•	
zine on the recent drops in the 
price of gasoline.
Oct. 14: Quoted in a Reuters •	
article on the resilience of 
Houston’s economy in the face 
of hard economic conditions 
worldwide. 
Oct. 7: Quoted in a Financial •	
Times article on the effect of 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike on 
oil and gasoline production in 
the Gulf of Mexico.
Sept. 2: Quoted in a San •	
Francisco Chronicle article on 
an energy plan proposed by T. 
Boone Pickens.
Aug. 29: Quoted in a Reuters •	
article on the propensity of driv-
ers to conserve gasoline in light 
of high fuel costs. 
July 31: Mentioned in a USA •	
Today article on an industry 
study indicating that U.S. natu-
ral gas reserves are greater than 
previously thought. 
July 14: Wrote a Houston •	
Chronicle op-ed calling for the 
government to allow oil drilling 
on the Outer Continental Shelf.
June 10: Interviewed by Voice •	
of America News about the eco-
nomic effects of high energy 
prices.
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To download the complete text of these 
publications and others, please visit our 
Web site at http://bakerinstitute.org/
publications

“Testimony of Amy Myers Jaffe to  
 the Select Committee on Energy  
 Independence and Global   
 Warming, U.S. House of   
 Representatives”
Testimony
June 2008
Amy Myers Jaffe 

“Municipal Connectivity Provision:  
 Societal Imperative or Fiscal   
 Folly”
Research Paper
June 2008
Christopher Bronk, Ph.D.; Kirstin  
 Jones 

“The OCS Leasing Moratorium:   
 Which Way Forward?”
Opinion Piece
July 2008
Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D. 

“Off We Go … Cyberspace, the Air  
 Force and the New Face of   
 Battle”
Opinion Piece
August 2008
Christopher Bronk, Ph.D. 

“Medellín v. Texas: Why It Matters  
 to You”
Opinion Piece
August 2008
Erika de la Garza 

“Welfare and Macroeconomic   
 Effects of Deficit-Financed   
 Tax Cuts: Lessons from CGE   
 Models”
Working Paper
August 2008
John W. Diamond, Ph.D.; Alan D.  
 Viard 

“The Price of Gasoline: How High  
 for How Long? (Revisited)”
Opinion Piece
August 2008
Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D.

“Forgetting the Olympics”
Opinion Piece
August 2008
Steven W. Lewis, Ph.D. 

“Speculation: A Cause or a   
 Symptom? An Important   
 Question for Designing a Policy  
 Remedy”
Opinion Piece
September 2008
Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D. 

“Americas Project Newsletter   
 2008 – Small Economies:   
 Challenges, Opportunities and  
 Sustainability”
Newsletter
September 2008
Erika de la Garza, Gloriana Guillén  
 Fischel, Mishelle Mitchell   
 Bernard, Henry González   
 Gutiérrez, Suzette A. Haughton,  
 Nicolás Amor, Veronica S.P.   
 Cenac

“Food for Thought … Pun   
 Intended”
Opinion Piece
October 2008
Amy Myers Jaffe 

“The Financial Crisis of 2008”
Speech
October 2008
John W. Diamond, Ph.D. 

“You, Your Car and Energy Policy:  
 Sustaining Conservation on the  
 Road”
Opinion Piece
November 2008
Amy Myers Jaffe; Kenneth B.   
 Medlock III, Ph.D. 

“The End of the Latin American   
 Boom”
Research Paper
November 2008
José Antonio Ocampo, Ph.D.

“Climate Policy and Energy   
 Security: Two Sides of the   
 Same Coin?”
Research Paper
Peter Hartley, Ph.D.; Kenneth B.   
 Medlock III, Ph.D. 

“Beyond Science: The Economics  
 and Politics of Responding to   
 Climate Change”
Conference Report
December 2008
Kirstin R. Matthews, Ph.D.; Lauren  
 A. Smulcer; Amy Myers Jaffe;   
 Neal Lane, Ph.D. 

“Open Source, Policy Informatics  
 and Python: Understanding   
 the Mumbai Attacks Through   
 Information Technology”
Opinion Piece
December 2008
Christopher Bronk, Ph.D. 

“Question and Answer: Lashkar-e- 
 Tayyiba”
Opinion Piece
December 2008
Joan Neuhaus Schaan 

“Recommendations for the Next   
 Administration”
Research Paper
January 2009
Visit http://bakerinstitute.org/
news/transition for a full list of top-
ics and the downloadable files.

http://bakerinstitute.org/publications
http://bakerinstitute.org/publications
http://bakerinstitute.org/news/transition
http://bakerinstitute.org/news/transition
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Twenty members of the Baker 
Institute Student Forum sat 
down Nov. 17 for lunch with 
Pulitzer Prize-winner and New 
York Times columnist Thomas 
Friedman. During the informal 
conversation, Friedman spoke 
about challenges facing the 
United States, including global 
warming and the conflict in the 
Middle East. He emphasized 
the importance of public policy, 
encouraging students to become 
more involved in politics. He 
also answered students’ ques-
tions about the national debt, 
the environment and other 
topics. Learn more about the 
Baker Institute Student Forum 
on page 27.


