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In twenty-five years of university teaching and his profession in music, Donald Beattie has touched the 
lives of thousands throughout the world. As founder of the Beethoven Society for Pianists in 1984, his 
work has brought some of the greatest artists of our time together with young pianists, teachers, commu
nities, and nations in festivals that have brought Beethoven's music and message to the world in a new 
way. As master of ceremonies and keynote speaker for World Piano Pedagogy Conferences since 1996 in 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Fort Worth, St. Louis and at the upcoming 2000 Conference in Las Vegas, he and 
his wife Delayna are active in their dedication to the art of piano teaching. 

As Warner Bros. artists, the Beatties are engaged in numerous projects, workshops, and publishing with 
a most recent invitation to become the first American editors for Vienna Urtext Editions and promote 
Universal and Schott editions in North America. Prior to affiliation with Warner Bros., Don was clini
cian for G. Henle publishing and presented more than 200 piano workshops in all fifty of the United 
States and throughout Canada. At the same time, twenty-five of his works were published with his com
position, "Please Grant My Wish for Peace," performed at the White House, the Kennedy Center, and in 
radio broadcasts throughout the world, and reviewed by the the American Choral Journal "as a miniature 
masterpiece of our time." 

In April of 2000, the Beatties were in Oklahoma where Beethoven Society artist colleagues joined 
together to perform Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 in an ensemble of seven grand pianos, choir, and 
soloists under the direction of Stephan Moller of Vienna, Austria. In I 987, the Beethoven Society per
formed all nine of Beethoven's symphonies in piano ensemble in a single day concert that was interna
tionally acclaimed. In 1992, they repeated the performances and staged a nine-day festival in honor of 
Society honorary member, Fernando Laires. This past summer, the Beatties traveled to Vienna where 
Don taught as part of an eight-member faculty for the 19th annual Vienna International Pianists Academy, 
and their time in Austria took them to an unforgettable experience at Beethoven's last country residence 
in Gneixendorf, Austria. 

In 200 I , they will direct a Beethoven Society performance of Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 that Warner 
Bros. intends to record in order to help the Beethoven Society realize its dream of giving the gift of 
Beethoven to the world. At home, they teach more than 100 students each week with an independent 
music studio, a children's choir, and an active musical life in church and school. Mr. Beattie is in his 
twenty-first year as director of piano pedagogy at Southern lllinois University at Carbondale. He and 
Delayna are parents of four children, ages fourteen, sixteen, nineteen, and twenty. Mr. Beattie 's visit to 
the Shepherd School of Music is much the result of a longtime friendship with Robert Roux, a colleague 
he greatly admires. 


