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RECITAL 

Sonata in C Major, Op. 53 
Allegro con brio 
Introduzione -Adagio molto 
Rondo - Allegretto moderato 

Two Mirrors (1992) 

Three Romances, Op. 28 

Gaspard de la Nuit 

Ondine 
Le Gibet 
Scarbo 

From Preludes, Op. 23 

No. 4 in D Major 
No. 2 in B-jl.at Major 

BIOGRAPHY 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

(1770-1827) 

Benjamin Lees 

(b.1924) 

Robert Schumann 
(1810-1856) 

Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

Sergei Rachmaninoff 

(1873-1943) 

IAN HOBSON is a musician of tremendous versatility who has earned an 
international reputation as a pianist, conductor, and teacher. Born in Wolver
hampton, England, Hobson studied music at the Royal Academy of Music, Cam
bridge University, and Yale University. His international career was launched 
in 1981 when he won First Prize at the Leeds International Piano Competition, 
having already garnered silver medals at both the Artur Rubinstein and Vienna
Beethoven competitions. His teachers have included Sidney Harrison, Claude 
Frank, Ward Davenny, and Menahem Pressler. 

Hobson's programs consistently demonstrate a repertoire that spans the cen
turies and demands an extraordinary command of styles and scholarly vision, in 
addition to great keyboard prowess. His recordings and recital performances en
compass a cross section of works from mammoth to miniature: a series of works 
from The London Pianoforte School, the complete cycle of Beethoven Piano So
natas, all of the Brahms Variations for Piano, as well as Rachmaninoff's Seven
teen Eludes-Tableaux and Twenty-four Preludes, Chopin-Godowsky's Etudes, 
Bach's Goldberg Variations, and contemporary works written for him by Ridout, 
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Lees, Liptak, and Gardner. A highlight of the 1997-98 season was a recital at the 
Tisch Center for the Arts of the 92nd Street Y His ingenious program, "Homage 
to Schubert," consisted of Ravel's Valses nobles et sentimentales, the great So
nata in G Major, D. 894, by Schubert himself, and the complete arrangements 
for piano of Schubert's compositions by Leopold Godowsky. 

During the last several seasons, engagements have included appearances at 
Alice Tully Hall, at New York's Mostly Mozart Festival, at the Bard Music Festi
val, and recitals in England and Italy. He pe,formed the Concerto for Piano of 
Clara Schumann on "Great Pe,formers at Lincoln Center," and he pe,formed and 
recorded Paderewski's Piano Concerto and Fantasie Polonaise with the Sinfonia 
Varsovia conducted by Jerzy Maksymiuk in 1995. 

Major orchestras with which Ian Hobson has appeared include the Royal 
Philharmonic, London Philharmonic, Scottish National, Royal Liverpool, Halle , 
ORD-Vienna, Das Orchester der Beethovenhalle, Israel Sinfonietta, New Zea
land Symphony, and the symphony orchestras of Chicago, Philadelphia, Pitts
burgh , St. Louis, Baltimore, Indianapolis, and Houston . 

Increasingly, Hobson is in demand as a conductor, particularly for pe1for
mances in which he doubles as piano soloist. He made his debut with the Stutt
gart Chamber Orchestra as conductor and soloist in 1997. He has led the English 
Chamber Orchestra and the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, among others, as 
well as his own Sinfonia da Camera - a chamber orchestra he formed in 1984 
which quickly gained international recognition through its recordings. In recent 
years he has traveled to Europe to guest conduct the Pomeranian Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra. In 1999 he appeared as soloist 
with the Indianapolis and Minnesota Orchestras. Hobson is also active as an 
opera conductor with a wide range of repertoire ranging from Ci marosa and 
Pergolesi, Mozart, and Beethoven through works by Johann and Richard Strauss. 

A professor of music at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, 
Hobson conducted a special pe,formance in Chicago of Beethoven's Ninth Sym
phony with the University of Illinois Symphony in honor of the lOOth anniversary 
of the university's School of Music. Artistic director of the university's Summer 
Music Festival since 1991, Hobson designs the offerings each year around speci
fic composers and couples pe,formances with related scholarly presentations, 
thereby bringing a broad perspective to participants and audiences alike. 

A much sought-after judge for both national and international competitions, 
Hobson was invited at the specific request of Van Cliburn to participate as aju
rorfor the prelimina,y and final rounds of the Tenth Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition in 1997. In 1998 he was a juror, performed as a recitalist, and 
conducted the final round of the Artur Rubinstein Competition in Poland. In 1999 
he served on the jury of the Cleveland International Piano Competition, and in 
March of 2000, he will be a juror for the Chopin Competition in Florida. 

In 1998 Hobson founded Zephyr Records, and the inaugural releases includ
ed the complete Beethoven Piano Sonatas and the Sousa opera El Capitan. Most 
recently released were works by Falla and Ravel, two piano concertos by Ignaz 
Moscheles; the Schubert/Godowsky transcriptions for piano, and David John
son's Twelve Preludes and Fugues. Upcoming releases include works for piano 
and orchestra by Paderewski and music for two pianos by Saint-Saens/Liszt. 



Arabesque Recordings has produced more that twenty recordings by Hobson. 
Recent releases on this label include "The Complete Solo Piano Transcriptions 
and Arrangements of Sergei Rachmaninoff," "The Complete Piano Variations 
of Johannes Brahms," "The Complete Piano Sonatas & Other Works of Robert 
Schumann," "Hobson's Choice" (a collection of the pianist's favorite pieces, ex
ploring the multiple faces of virtuosity across three centuries of music). Recent 
releases include a disc of the "Piano Music of Benjamin Lees" for Albany Troy; 
the complete Mendelssohn "Works for Piano and Orchestra"for Arabesque; the 
Rachmaninoff "Early Piano Works," also for Arabesque; and the Huss Piano 
Concerto and Schelling Suite Fantastiquefor the Hyperion label. With the Sin
fonia da Camera and William Warfield, Hobson recorded Walton's Fafade and 
Stravinsl·cy's L'Histoire du Soldat. He has recorded Mozart's Piano Concertos 
Nos. 23 and 24 with the English Chamber Orchestra conducted by Sir Alexander 
Gibson for EM!. 

Ian Hobson frequently performs works for piano four-hands and for two 
pianos with his wife, pianist Claude Edrei Hobson. With their seven children, 
they make their home in Urbana, Illinois. 

MASTER CLASS 

Andante Spianato and 
Grand Polonaise, Op. 22 

Adam Golka 

Concerto No.1 in C Major, Op.15 

I. Allegro con brio 

Frederic Chopin 
(1810-1849) 

Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 

Renato Fabbro 
Minyoung Lee, second piano 

Sonata in G minor for 
Cello and Piano, Op.19 

TV. Allegro mosso 

Louis-Marie Fardet, cello 
Naomi Shibatani, piano 

RICE 

Sergei Rachmaninoff 
(1873-1943) 
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