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MASTER CLASS with ANDRE WATTS 

Tuesday, Februaryl,2000 

7:30 p.m., Stude Concert Hall 
The Shepherd School of Music 

Rice University 
Houston, Texas 

PROGRAM 

Sonata No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58 

I. Allegro maestoso 
I!. Scherzo: Mo/to vivace 

Min-Young Lee 

Fantasie in C Major, Op.15 "Wanderer" 

I. Allegro con fuoco ma non troppo 
II. Adagio 

From Gaspard de la nuit 

I. Ondine 

Hae-Young Yoo 

Andrea Metz 

From 1Z New Etudesfor Piano (1986) 

1. Fast, farious 
2. Recitatif 
3. Mirrors 
4. Scene d'opera 
5. Butterflies, hummingbirds 

Jason Hardink 

Frederic Chopin 
(1810-1849) 

Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 

Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

William Bo/com 
(b.1938) 



ANDRE WATIS burst upon the music world at the age of sixteen, when Leonard Bernstein chose him to make his debut with 
the New York Philharmonic in their Young People's Concerts, broadcast nationwide on CBS-TY. Only two weeks later, Bernstein 
asked him to substitute at the last minute for the ailing Glenn Gould in performances of Liszt's E-flat Concerto with the New York 
Philharmonic, thus launching his career in storybook fashion. More than thirty years later, Andre Watts remains one of today's 
most celebrated and beloved superstars. His performances each year with the world's great orchestras and conductors and his 
sold-out recitals and appearances at the most prestigious international festivals take him to every corner of the globe. 

Mr. Watts' involvement with television is unique in the field of classical music . His PBS Sunday afternoon telecast in 1976 
was not only the first solo recital presented on Live fivm Lincoln Center, but the first full- length piano recital in the history of 
television. His 1985 Live from Lincoln Center performance was the first full -length recital to be aired nationally in prime time. 
Other television appearances include an internationally telecast United Nations Day performance with Eugene Ormandy and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, BBC presentations with the London Symphony and in solo recital, a rehearsal/performance documentary 
of a Mozart concerto with Zubin Mehta and the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and two separate PBS telecasts with Seiji Ozawa and 
the Boston Symphony in performances of the Liszt A major and the Saint-Saens G minor concertos. During the 1987-88 season , 
PBS broadcast his 25th anniversary concert from Lincoln Center in performances of concertos by Beethoven, Liszt, and 
Rachmaninoff with the New York Philharmonic and Zubin Mehta. In 1993, he was a featured soloist in the Live fivm Lincoln 
Center telecasts of the opening of the MosUy Mozan Festival and the gala opening concert of the Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center's 25th Anniversary Season. More recenUy, he appeared in a special program highlighting the 38th annual Casals 
Festival in Puerto Rico, aired nationally on the Arts & Entertainment Network, and his performance was nominated for an Emmy 
Award in the category of Outstanding Individual Achievement in Cultural Programming. 

Mr. Watts is an active recording artist, and his latest release features both Liszt piano concertos and MacDowell 's Concerto No. 2 
with the Dallas Symphony, led by Andrew Litton, on the Telarc label. This follows his critically acclaimed debut disc forTelarc, 
which included Tchaikovsky's Concerto No. I and Saint-Saens' Concerto No. 2 with the Atlanta Symphony, conducted by Yoel 
Levi. Additionally, his discography of highly praised solo recordings includes The Chopin Recital (named CD of the month by 
Stereo Review) and The Schuben Recital, both on the Angel/EM! label. 

Andre Watts' extensive itinerary for the 1997-98 season included the Chicago, San Francisco, Dallas, Houston, Indianapolis , 
and National Symphony Orchestras as well as the Philadelphia Orchestra, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Berlin Radio Symphony, 
Hong Kong Philharmonic, and the NHK Symphony, among many others. In addition, he appeared as soloist with the Saint Louis 
Symphony in Carnegie Hall and Boston's Symphony Hall and on tour with the orchestra in Florida. Numerous recital engagements 
included two concerts at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, the New Jersey Performing Arts Center during its inaugural 
season, and performances in Los Angeles, Denver, Munich, Cologne, Berlin, Osaka, and Tokyo. During the summer of 1998, he 
performed at the Barbican Centre with the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, appeared in recital at the Istanbul Festival , and 
played concertos at the Mostly Mozart festival (in New York and Tokyo), Saratoga Performing Arts Center, Tanglewood, and 
Ravinia festivals, among others. 

Mr. Watts continued in 1998-99 with another outstanding season of performances with the orchestras of Vancouver, SeatUe, 
Oregon, Colorado, Minnesota, Dallas, Atlanta, Baltimore, New Jersey, and Milwaukee as well as with the New York Philharmonic 
and National Symphony Orchestra, to name a few. Mr. Watts also hosted the 30th Anniversary Gala of the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center in a Live fivm Lincoln Center telecast on October 14, 1998. He also joined the Chamber Music Society as 
soloist on an East Coast Tour last spring with performances in New York City. Recitals in Germany and concerts with the Tamper 
Philharmonic (Finland) and the Bern Symphony Orchestra took him to Europe. Recitals in California, New York, Houston, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, San Francisco, St. Louis, and Japan were also a major part of that season. 

Mr. Watts is unique among artists of his stature in his generosity and dedication in supporting important not-for-profit organiza
tions that serve the arts world and society in general . In addition to performing a number of benefit concerts for a variety of causes, 
he has taken a leadership role in his involvement with Classical Action: Performing Arts Against AIDS, an organization that raises 
funds to benefit AIDS service, education, and prevention programs nationwide. Through an innovative challenge program, Mr. 
Watts donates a portion of his fee from each U.S. engagement, and if the presenting organization matches that amount, he doubles 
his contribution. Classical Action then allocates these funds to AIDS services in the presenters' communities. 

A much- honored artist who has played before royalty in Europe and heads of government in nations all over the world, Andre 
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Watts was selected to receive the Avery Fisher Prize in 1988. At age twenty-six, he was the youngest person ever to receive an ~ 

honorary doctorate from Yale University, and he has since received numerous such honors from highly respected schools includ-
ing the University of Pennsylvania , Miami University (Oxford, Ohio), Albright College, Brandeis University, Trinity College, 
and The Juilliard School of Music. In 1984, the Peabody Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University honored Mr. Watts with its 
Distinguished Alumni Award , and in May 1997, his alma mater again recognized his accomplishments by presenting him with an 
honorary doctorate degree. 


