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CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT 

MIRIAM FRIED, violin (guest) 

PAUL BISS, viola (guest) 

PAUL KATZ, cello 

and students of 

The Shepherd School of Music 

Tuesday, November 9, 1999 

8:00 p.m. 

Lillian H. Duncan Recital Hall 

RICE UNNERSITY 



PROGRAM 

Piano Quartet in G minor, KV 478 

Allegro 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756-1791) 

Andante 
Rondeau 

Heather LeDoux, violin 
Paul Biss, viola 

Sara Stalnaker, cello 
Min-Young Lee, piano 

Serenade in C Major, Op.JO 

Marcia 
Romanza 
Scherzo 
Terna con variazioni 
Rondo 

Miriam Fried, violin 
Paul Biss, viola 
Paul Katz, cello 

INTERMISSION 

Sextet No. 2 ill G Major, Op.36 

Allegro non troppo 
Scherzo - Presto giocoso 
Adagio 
Poco allegro 

Erno Dohnanyi 
(1877-1960) 

Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 

Miriam Fried, violin Tawnya Popoff, viola 

Caroline Pliszka, violin Livia Stanese, cello 

Robert Meyer, viola Erin Breene, cello 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

MIRIAM FRIED has been recognized for many years as one of the world 's 
preeminent violinists. A consummate musician - equally accomplished as re
citalist, concerto soloist, or chamber musician - she has been heralded for her 
"fiery intensity and emotional depth" (Mu ical America) as well as for her tech
nical mastery. Her supreme blend of artist,y and musicianship continues to in
spire audiences worldwide. 

Miriam Fried has played with virtually eve,y major orchestra in the United 
States and Europe and has been a frequent guest with the principal orchestras 
of Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, New York, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh, as well 
as with the Israel Philharmonic, the London Symphony, the Royal Philharmonic 
and the Vienna Symphony. Recital tours have taken her to all of the major mu
sic centers in North America and to Brussels, London, Milan, Munich, Rome, 
Paris, Salzburg, Stockholm, and Zurich . 

In recent seasons, her schedule has included orchestral engagements with 
such prestigious ensembles as the Berlin Philharmonic, the Orchestre de Paris , 
the Czech Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Japan Philharmonic, 
the Jerusalem Symphony, the Orquesta Filarmonica de Mexico, the Montreal 
Symphony, the St. Petersburg Philharmonic, the Milwaukee Symphony, and the 
BBC Philharmonic. She recently premiered a violin concerto written for her by 
Donald Erb with the Grand Rapids Symphony and recorded the v.-orkfor Koss . 
Since 1993 she has been Artistic Director of the Ravinia Institute, one of the 
country's leading summer programs for young musicians. Her involvement there 
has included regular pe,formances at the Ravinia Festival, including recitals 
and concerts with the Chicago Symphony. 

Ms. Fried's highly praised 1985 New York recitals of the complete Bach 
Sonatas and Partitas for solo violin were the culmination of three years of in
ternational pe,formances. She recently returned to this music, recording the 
complete Sonatas and Partitas in France, which were released in the spring of 
1999 on the Lyrinx label. She has also made a prize-winning recording of the 
Sibelius Concerto with the Helsinki Philharmonic under the direction of Okko 
Kamu, available on the Finlandia label, which has become a best-seller. 

Chamber music plays an important role in Ms. Fried's musical life. She has 
collaborated with such distinguished artists as Isaac Stern. Pinchas Zukerman, 
Garrick Ohlsson, Nathaniel Rosen, and her husband, violinist/ violist Paul Biss. 
She has been featured guest artist at Chamber Music East (Boston), the La Jolla 
Chamber Festival, the Lockenhaus Festival, and the Naantali Festival (Finland). 

Miriam Fried plays a particularly noteworthy violin, a 1718 Stradivarius that 
is said to have been the favorite of its I 8th-centu1y owner, composer-conductor 
Louis Spohr. It was also owned by Regina Strinasacchi, who, it is thought, used 
the instrument to play with Mozart the Sonata in B-flat, K. 454, which had been 
written for her. 



Miriam Fried's successful solo career was launched in 1968 after she was 
awarded First Prize in Genoa's Paganini International Competition. Three 
years later she claimed top honors in the Queen Elisabeth International Com
petition where she gained further world attention by becoming the first woman 
ever to win the prestigious award. Born in Romania, Miriam Fried emigrated 
to Israel with her family at age two. There her upbringing included lessons with 
Alice Fenyves in Tel Aviv, as well as the opportunity to meet and play for the 
many great violinists who visited Israel, including Isaac Stern, Nathan Milstein, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Hemyk Sze,yng, Zino Francesca/ti, and Erica Morini. She 
came to the United Stares as a protege of Isaac Stern and continued her studies 
with Ivan Galamian at the Juilliard School and with Josef Gingold at Indiana 
University. Praise for Ms. Fried's musicianship has come throughout the world, 
but perhaps the highest compliment comes from her former teacher Mr. Gingold, 
who described Fried as "one of the great violinists of this age." 

PA UL BISS studied at Indiana University School of Music with Josef Gingold 
and received his Master's degree at the Juilliard School where he was a student 
of Ivan Galamian. He is Professor of Music at Indiana University where he has 
taught since 1979. He teaches violin and chamber music and conducts a Juli 
schedule of concerts. He has conducted ten operas with the Indiana University 
Opera Theater. 

Paul Biss was a participant for many summers at the Marlboro Music Fes
tival as a violinist and violist. He has also appeared in many other festivals in
cluding Lockenhaus, Naantali, La Jolla, Colorado, and Chamber Music East. 
He was a member of the Berkshire Quartet for four years. 

He has played concerts with such musicians as Gidon Kremer, Michael 
Tree, Pinchas Zukerman, Miriam Fried, Tabea Zimmerman, Janos Starker, Arto 
Nras, Ga,y Hoffman, Garrick Ohlsson, and Christoph Eschenbach. 

Paul Biss has appeared as soloist and with chamber music groups in Israel, 
Europe, and the United States, and has given master classes in Israel and in 
Finland. He has conducted in Israel and with the Mexican National Symphony 
in Mexico City. 

The summers for Paul Biss are filled with teaching and performing as a vio
linist and violist. He continues to teach and perform every summer at the Steans 
Institute for Young Artists at the Ravinia Festival and the Great Lakes Music 
Festival in Detroit. In the summer of 1999 he returns to pe,form and teach at 
the Casals Festival in Prades, France. In September and October, he will per
form in Germany, France, and Finland. 
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