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String Quartet ill D minor, Op. 76 o.2 "Quinte11n 

f. Allegro 

Gotham String Quartet 

lun Jiang, violin 

Quan Jiang, violin 
Sheila Browne, viola 

Cheng-Hou lee, cello 

String Quartet in D Major, K. 5 75 

!. A llegrello 

Jonathan Godfrey, violin 

Heather leDoux , violin 
Mal/hew Dane, viola 

Louis-Marie Fardet , cello 

String Quartet in G Major, D. 887 

I. Alleg,v mo/to moderato 

Liza Zurlinden, violin 

Gillian Clements, violin 

Robert Meyer, viola 
Clara Lee, cello 

Franz Joseph Haydn 

(1732-1809) 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

(1756-1791) 

Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 

This event is sponsored by The Shepherd School of Music 
and by Brazos Bookstore withflmdingfrom Brows Project. 

Please join us at 7:30 p.m. in Stude Concert Hal/for 
A Conversation with Isaac Stern when Mr. Stern and Raphael Fliegel 
will discuss Mr. Stern's new memoir Isaac Stern: My Fir t 79 Years. 

Book signing will follow. 



ISAAC STER is recognized worldwide as one of the foremost violinists of this cenrury. Throughout his more than fifty years as a pro
fessional musician, he has appeared on the world's most prestigious concert stages, guided the careers of counties young musicians, and de
voted himself to the advancement of the arts nationally and internationally. Mr. tern is one of the most recorded musical artists of our time, 
with more than 100 recordings of over 200 works by 63 composers to his credit He has been an exclusive Sony Classical (formerly CB 
Masterworks) recording artist for 50 years and was named that label's first "Anisa Laureate" in 1985 in recognition of a his long-standing 
association. In 1995 Sony Classical law1ched the re-is ue of a 44-disc edition of his recordings under the tille "Isaac Siem: A Life in Music." 
Renowned for his highly acclaimed interpretations of the standard repertoire, Mr. tern is also an avowed champion ofconlemporary music. 
He has premiered violin works by Bernstein, Penderecki, Rochberg, Schuman, Dutilleux, and Peter Maxwell Davies, has given the first Amer
ican performances of works by Bart6k and Hindemith and, with the exception of the Schuman work, has recorded all of these. 

Additional career highlights include feature films and television. The film " From Mao 10 Mozart: Isaac Stem in China" won the Academy 
Award for best full-length documentary of 1981 and received a special mention at the Cannes Film Fe rival. Following the Six Day War in 
1967, Mr. Stem performed the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto atop Ma. Scopus with the Israel Philharmonic conducted by Leonard Bernstein, 
a memorial concert which was made into the film "A Journey to Jerusalem:• Otl1er films in which he appeared are "Tonight We Sing," a 
biography of impresario Sol Hurok in which he portrayed Eugene Ysaye, and "Humoresque," in which he "ghosted" for John Garfield . His 
credits also include playing the movie sound track for "Fiddler on the Roof." He was fearured on the nationally televised CBS broadcast of 
"Carnegie Hall : The Grand Reopening," which received a 1987 Emmy Award, and on the PBS broadcast ofahe Carnegie Hall Centennial Gala 
concert in May 1991. The musical biography "Isaac Siem-A Life" was seen on the Arts & Entertammena Network in 1993 and has been 
released on home video by Sony. Additional television appearances have included CBS's "60 Minutes:· PBS's "Sesame Street" and "Live 
from Lincoln Center," ABC's "Good Morning America," BC's "Today" show and CNN's "The Larry King Show,'' among others. 

Mr. Stem's performance schedule remains exceptional and wide-ranging. In recent seasons he has collaborated with pianist Yefim 
Bronfrnan for recitals and recordings. This partnership, which included a 1991 tour of Russia lltat resulted in a live recording ofahe Brahms 
Violin Sonatas, has also included performances and recordings of the complete Mozart Violin Sonatas and of the two Bart6k Violin Sonatas. 
In the fall of 1996, the trio of Emanuel Ax, Isaac Stem, and Yo-Yo Ma performed the two Schubert Piano Trios at Carnegie Hall. Mr. Stem's 
other engagements for 1996-97 included concerts with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the an Francisco Symphony, and the Israel Philhar
monic as part of its 60th anniversary celebrations. He toured in recital with pianist Robert McDonald and joined Yefim Bronfman for cham
ber music of Schumann and Prokofiev in New York (at Alice Tully Hall) and Chicago. Mr. Stem also performs regularly with Emanuel Ax , 
Jaime Laredo, and Yo-Yo Ma, touring with them mosa recently in February 1998. Together they have recorded piano quartets by Beethoven , 
Brahms, Faure, Mozart, Schumann and, most recently, Dvorak. 

In the 1997-98 season, Mr. Stem toured in duo recital with Yefim Bronfrnan in Rome, Prague, Zurich, and other major European cities, 
and gave an extensive American recital tour with Robert McDonald . In addition to his appearances with important orchestras in the United 
States, he toured Japan with David Zinrnan and the Baltimore Symphony. In May 1998 Mr. Stern returned to Japan for performances at the 
Miyazaki Music Festival (which he helped inaugurate in 1996) and to conduct workshop "Encounters" for young professional musicians 
from Japan, Korea, and China. The spring of 1998 has also seen the release of his newest Sony Classical recording, an album of Kreisler 
favorites in arrangements performed with lbe Franz Liszt Chamber Orchestra. 

In keeping with his long-standing commitment to working with young musicians, Mr. Siem held a two-week series of chamber music 
workshops at Carnegie Hall in May 1993, coaching a diverse group of international ensembles in both public and private master classes . 
He again offered these seminars al Carnegie Hall in 1995 and 1997, and lhey will be repeated in 1999. Similar programs are also held by Mr. 
Stem in Israel as the Jerusalem International Music Encowiter, for which Mr. Stern invites many of his chamber music colleagues to partici
pate as teachers. Additional "Encounters" programs and seminars for young artists will be an integral part of his touring in coming seasons. 
Mr. Stem has also taken particular pleasure in performing with student musicians, including, in recent years, orchestras of the San Francisco 
Conservatory and the Curtis Institute, the !alter in concerts at the Philadelphia Academy of Music and Carnegie llall. 

Isaac Stem was an originating member of the National Endowment for the Arts and is currently Chairman Emeritus of the American
Israel Cultural Foundation and Chairman and founder oftbe Jerusalem Music Center. As president of Carnegie Hall for more than 35 years, 
he spearheaded the drives to save lhe Hall from demolition in 1960 and 10 restore it in 1986. He was the first recipient of the Albert 
Schweitzer Music Award for "a life dedicated to music and devoted to humanity." In 1984 President Reagan presented him with the Kennedy 
Center Honors Award at the White House, and Musical America named him "Musician of the Year" in 1986. The American Symphony Or
chestra League honored him in 1987 with the Gold Baton , its highest award. Thal same year he was given the Grammy Lifetime Achieve
ment Award, Israel's Wolf Prize for ervice to humanity and the ational Music Council's American Eagle Award. In May 1990 Mr. Stem 
was awarded the honor ofComrnandeur de la Legion d ' Honneur by order of the President of the French Republic, Fran~ois Miuerand. 
(He had received the distinction ofOfficier de la Legion d'Honneur in 1979.) In July 1991 he received the National Medal of the Arts from 
President Bush, who later awarded him the nation's highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, in December 1992. In 1997 
Mr. Stem was honored with Japan's highest award, The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with neck Ribbon. 

Mr. Stem is a Commander of the French Ordre de la Couronne ( 1974), holds the Commander's Cross of lhe Danish Governanent 's Order of 
the Darmebrog ( 1985), and is a Fellow of Jerusalem (1986). He also holds honorary degrees from many instirutions. among them Bucknell Uni
versity, Columbia University, the Curt.JS Institute of Music, Harvard University, Hebrew University (Jerusalem), the University of Illinois, Johns 
Hopkins University, the Juilliard School of Music, New York University, Oxford University, the University ofTel Aviv, and Yale University. 

Isaac Stem was born in Kreminiecz, Russia, in 1920 and came with his parents 10 America when he was JO months old. Raised and 
educated in San Francisco, he started playing the violin al age 8. He began his career in San Francisco, where his principal teacher, aourn 
Blinder, was concertmaster ofahe San Francisco Symphony. After his recital debut al age 13, Mr. Stern made his formal orchestral debut in 
1936 playing the Braltms Violin Concerto with the San Francisco Symphony, conducted by Pierre MonletL,, in a concert that was broadcast 
nationally. His New York recital debut followed at Town Hall in J 937, with his Carnegie Hall debut occurring in 1943. 

Mr. Stem and his wife, Linda, reside in Connecticut. He has three children and five grandchildren. He plays a Guamerius del Ge u violin. 


