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PREFACE 

HE two lectures here published were delivered under T the auspices of the Rice Institute, before audiences 
composed largely of laymen. For  such audiences it is obvious 
that the citation of authorities, and the making of precise 
distinctions requiring technical geomorphic terminology, 
would have been inappropriate. M y  effort was simply to 
give to my auditors some conception of the majestic history 
revealed to  man in the walls of the Grand Canyon of the 
Colorado River, and some idea of the fascinating problems 
found at  the meeting place of land and sea. In  both cases 
I drew largely upon observations and illustrations secured 
in the course of my own studies and travels: but I also drew 
as needed upon the work of others, particularly upon the 
work of Dutton and Davis for  Grand Canyon history; and 
in a few cases upon others for  illustrative material, as 
acknowledged in the titles of certain illustrations. Where 
scenic views carry no acknowledgment, they are based on 
my own negatives. T h e  block diagrams were drawn some 
years ago by Dr .  Erwin J. Raisz from sketches or  specifica- 
tions prepared by me, and are here reproduced for  the first 
t ime; although I have for twenty-three years employed a 
series of simpler diagrams to  illustrate the evolution of the 
Grand Canyon District, some of these appearing in one of 
the publications mentioned below. 

To  John Wiley and Sons I am indebted for  permission 
to reproduce certain illustrations appearing in my volumes 
on “Shore Processes and Shoreline Development” and “The  
New England-Acadian Shoreline.” T o  Payot of Paris I 
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owe permission to reproduce both illustrations and text 
matter forming par t  of my volume on “Paysages et Prob- 
limes Giographiques de la T e r r e  Amiricaine.” 

M y  chief indebtedness is to  the authorities of the Rice 
Institute for  the happy occasion of delivering these lectures 
before Institute audiences, and for  the satisfaction of seeing 
them reproduced in the pages of The Rice Institute 
Pamphlet. 

DOUGLAS JOHNSON. 








