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PROGRAM 

"Mother Goose" Suite 

Pavane de la Belle au bois dormant 

Petit Poucet 
Laideronnette, Imperatrice des Pagodes 

Les entretiens de la Belle et de la Bete 

Le Jardin f eerique 

Marlon Chen, conductor 

Prelude to Act III of "Lohengrin" 

Alastair Willis, conductor 

INTERMISSION 

Tod und Verklarung, Op. 24 
(Death and Transfiguration) 

Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

Richard Wagner 
(1813-1883) 

Richard Strauss 
(1864-1949) 

(Poem by Alexander Ritter, inspired by Strauss' tone poem) 

TRANSLATION: In the small,poverty-stricken room, only dully illuminated by a candle 
end, lies the sick man on his cot. He has just struggled once again with death in wild 
desperation. Now, exhausted, he has sunk into sleep, and the quiet ticking of the clock 
on the wall is all you can hear in the room, in which the fearful silence is a premonition 
of the approach of death. Around the pale features of the sick man plays <1 sorrowful 
smile. At the confines of life, is he dreaming of the golden days of childhood? 

But death does not grant its victim sleep and dreams for very long. It shakes him awake 
cruelly and starts the battle anew. The urge for life and the power of death! What a hor
rible struggle! Neither one wins the victory, and it becomes quiet once again! 

Sinking back, weary from battle, sleepless as if in feverish delirium, the sick man now 
sees his life, trait by trait and image by image, passing by his mind's eye. First the dawn 
of childhood, shining sweetly in untouched innocence! Then the bolder games of the 
young man, using and trying out his strength until he has matured for the manly battle, 
which now blazes forth in hot joy with life's highest benefits as its stake. To take every
thing that ever seemed transfigured and to mold it into an even more transfigured shape: 
this alone is the noble impulse that accompanies him through life. Coldly and scornfully 
the world places one barrier after another in the path of his efforts. Whenever he be
lieves he is near his goal, he is greeted by a thunderous "Halt!" "Turn the barrier into 
a rung by which to rise ever higher and higher!" Thus he strives, thus he climbs, does 
not abandon his sacred impulse. What he has sought all this time with his heart's deep
est longing, he still seeks while bathed in mortal sweat, seeks - but, alas, cannot find it. 
Even if he conceives of it more clearly, even if it gradually grows upon him, still he can 
never exhaust its possibilities, can never consummate it in his mind. Then the last blow 
of death's iron hammer rings out, breaks the earthly body in two and covers his eyes 
with the night of death. 

But he hears mightily resounding from heaven that which he sought here longingly: 
world-redemption, world-transfiguration! 

Alastair Willis, conductor 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

MARLON CHEN is currently in his first year as a graduate conduct
ing student of Larry Rachleff at The Shepherd School of Music. A native 
of Taiwan, Mr. Chen immigrated to the United States at the age of eight. 
A Houston resident for sixteen years, he attended the High School for 
the Performing and Visual Arts. He studied clarinet at the University of 
Michigan and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in music in 1995. 

ALASTAIR WILLIS received his Bachelor of Arts (Honors) degree in 
music at Bristol University in England where he first began conducting. He 
conducted the university's chamber choir and chamber orchestra in successive 
years. From 1993 to 1995 he gained valuable experience as Musical Director 
of the Ripieno Choir and as assistant conductor of several youth orchestras in 
and around London. In 199 5 he was awarded the Salveston Baton prize. In 
1997 he was the runner-up in the Sixth British Reserve Insurance Conducting 
Competition, and last summer he was a fellow at the Aspen Music Festival. 
One of his most recent achievements was the award of a conducting fellowship 
to attend the Tanglewood Music Festival. Mr. Willis is currently in his third 
year as a graduate conducting student of Larry Rachleff at The Shepherd 
School of Music. 

The Campanile Orchestra is a university and community organization. 
Musicians interested in joining the Campanile Orchestra should 

contact Alastair Willis or Marlon Chen at 
The Shepherd School of Music, 

713-527-4854. 
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