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THE SURVEY OF LONDON. 

My dear Hall Caine, 

I wish someone had written to 
you two years' ago to explain why there was 
a complete silence on the part of the Com
ittee with reference to your work in Canada. 

not a member of the Copyright Committee 
his coil'{!)osed enti ely of barristers, but 
o that the change of ministry in Canada 

traduced elements of great danger and for 
ome time it seemed as if everything already 
one would be undone. Conway was always 

anxious to reoognize your work while he was 
chairman , and I am quite sure that the only 
reason why he did not do so was this neces
sity for caution. As you very well know, 
action by the Canadian Government might have 
imperilled the Canadian Inter-National co-y
right. Things have now been adjusted. 
Thring went over th Canada last autumn and 
negotiated with the ne · ministers. How far 
the present ministry was influenced by your 

ork it is not possible for me to say. It 
is not lil~ely, however, that they woul . ac

e ledge any indebtedness to their prede
cessors - just as the Tory and the Liberal 

11 not ack owledge the work done by each 
other. 

Second: I quite agree ith you that 
we were very badly treated - all three of 
us - in the matter of the Venezuela bu0 iness . 
For my own part, I should have retired al
together from the Society, but was dissuad d 
by Conway, and so remained. I was also 
pre~ented from bringing an action for libel 
against a writ er to the "Times" who accused 
me of foisting a certain MS . on con ay 
This is, however,~ old story, and e·may 
be perfectly certain that the world thinks 
none the worse of us three because we did 
our best at a most critical moment in the 
interests of peace. I am sure that if i 
had to be done all over again e should o 
exactly the same thing, whate;er the con 
quences. were. 

As regards the "Atlantic Union ,, yo 
can tell yo~r American friends that'they 
perfectly right. The Union is 0f no use 
whatever to.prominent Americans who can get 
lett~rs of introduction and can go into any 
Eng~ish society that they please. It is 
entirely, as its Prospectus states for the 
rank and file - those ~~erican tra;ellers 
ho are not connected with the great cities 

come from country towns, are utterly unknow~ 
to the ~ecognized leaders, and never enter 
an ~nglish house or see anything of English 
so~iet~. It is for these people that the 
Uni?n ~s founded. e have made a very good 
begin~ing, and I hope that, in the course of 
the winter, e shall be able to consolid t 
ourselves and so get on. 
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As regards the Pension Scheme, your 
experience is mine. I have never :found 
that money lent to people e~er come back 

ain. In fact, it is a very good plan, i:f 
ant to get rid o:f a man, to lend him a 

l sum on the understanding that it is to 
epaid by a definite day. The society 
ion Scheme is merely advanced as a means 

of hel ping the :few deserving, helpless ones -
they are not many - and of assisting men and 
women of letters who regard themselves as 
belonging to a profession, and thereby incur
ring certain responsibilities towards each 
other. This, however, is simply a matter o:f 
opinion , and of course offers no account of 
feeling if anybo y objects or does not agree 
with the principles of the Pension Fund. 

I have now, I think, answered most o:f 
your very important letter. There is only 
one po±nt left and that is as to the govern
ing body of the society. we must, :first o:f 
all, have men who are resident in London -
that is indispensable. We must, next, have 

a l~ge proportion of lawyers in our body, 
as nine-tenths of the business bef re the 
Society is legal business. I am quite sure 
that the Members of the Committee would be 
only too glad if you were with them and able 
to worlr 17i th them day by day or week by 
week. 

You are quite right in saying that 
there is no end to the possibilities and 
the importance of our Society. I ish I 
could get everybody to understand the same 
thing. All that we can say is that we 
getting along . 

I remain, my dear Hall Caine, 
very sine re11r ours, 

,-

fJ ~tuz,,; £<.. - ~~,'{._ ,_._ ) 
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