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Jean Laffite

Jean Laffite\.rrived in New Orleans during the first
decade of the nineteenth century.
nothing is definitely known.

Of his life before that time

He was of French birth and blood,

and was, according to the most generally accepted story, born
in Bordeaux about 1780.

But there is no good reason for prefer¬

ring this place and date to the many others given in other ac-

2
counts.

Who his family was,

and what the adventures of his youth

were, no one ha& yet discovered.

It seems likely that he was a

sea - faring man, and he was possibly, even probably, the
Captain Lafette commanding the French privateer La Soeur Gherie
when,

in April, 1804, that vessel,

"being in a leaky condition

and short of provision", put into the Mississippi for repairs.
La Soeur 0h6rie was mounted with five guns and had evidently been

3
cruising against the British commerce of the >»est Indies.

What

her fate was after she had been repaired and provisioned to go
out again into the Gulf remains unknown.
Five years later, Jean Laffite was well - known in

1

New Orleans as the joint owner, with his brother Pierre, of a black¬
smith shop on St. Philip Street, between Bourbon and Dauphine
Streets'^

The Laffites themselves did not labor at their forge; the

work of the blacksmith shop,

if the usual story is to be believed,

was done entirely by slaves.
a mere cover

From the first this shop was probably

for a more lucrative business —

slave - running.

This practice was wide spread in the Louisiana^,territory where new
plantations were being cleared and negroes were much in demand.
spite of the laws, that demand was being filled.
undoubtedly being brought into New Orleans,

In

Many negroes were

and what better depot

for smuggled slaves could have been devised than a blacksmith shop
where many negroes were at work?
have been quite legitimate,

The Laffite shop may, of course,

or it may have begun its existence as

an ordinary smithy only to become a station for imported slaves
when the Laffite brothers found their business unprofitable.
It seems more probable, however, that the establishment
ned and operated only for the illegal traffic.

was plan¬

Naturally, no proof

can be produced to clear up the point.
A large percentage of the slaves was: being brought
into Louisiana by a band of smugglers on the Louisiana coast.

-
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The

desperadoes had gathered from the ends of the earth to make a
living by

systematically violating the United States laws.

Many of them were refugees from the French West Indies who had
fled before the conquering British, and Laffite, who had presumab¬
ly

been serving on a French privateer commissioned in Guadeloupe

or some other West Indian island, was orobably in league with them
from the first.

Throughout his stay in New Orleans he was acting

as their agent; his chief business was disposing of their illegal-

5
ly imported goods and slaves.
In Barataria Bay, which lies between the mouth of the
Mississippi and the mouth of Bayou Lafourche, the smugglers found
an ideal place to make their headquarters.

Across the wide en¬

trance of the bay stretch two islands, Grande Terre and Grand Isle,
separated by the Grand Pass, an excellent channel for light craft.
Behind the islands - especially behind Grande Terre -

thereiis a

good natural harbor for small vessels, and northward from the bay
are waterways leading to New Orleans.
things else to these outlaws,

More important than all

the waters of Barataria were then,

as they are today, a vast, lonely harbor which could be reached by
land only with a great deal of difficulty.

On either side lay the

marshy, thickly wooded stretches of swampland interspersed with

3

many slow bayous;

the cypress swamps effectually cut off the

ritory from the plantation districts and the city.

ter¬

The ^iany

small islands in the bay itself and along the coast offered re¬
fuge in case of attack, and the shallowness of the channels pre¬
vented any large gunboat from coming into the harbor.

Here, a-

midst the tortuous bayous and the numerous islands was just the
haven desired by men engaged in illicit traffic, and here the
West Indian refugees settled

to ply their steady and illegal

trade.
As early as 1810,
ernor pro tem

Thomas Bolling Robertson, the gov¬

of the Territory of Orleans, was complaining of

the activities of "brigands" on the coast, but nothing was done

6

to check those activities.

Indeed,

smuggling was condoned, if

not actually approved, by the leading citizens of Hew Orleans.
Smuggling had been the general rule for all merchants under the
Spanish rule in Louisiana, and there -was no stigma attached to
the process in the minds of the

people, although the system of

professional smuggling practised by the Baratarians in 1810 was
7
entirely dissimilar to the former system.
Yet, the New Orleans
merchants profited as much or more than the smugglers

themselves

by the introduction of contraband goods from the prizes cantured

4

by the Baratarians, who sold their smuggled \?ares at low prices.
Likewise, the wealthy plantation owners profited by the impor¬
tation of slaves,

since slave labor was much in demand for the

opening of new plantations.

The community of Barataria, as a

consequence, prospered.
Just how far the prosperity of the smugglers was
due to Jean Laffite it is hard to say,but. there can be little
boubt that he early became the leading spirit of the community
of outlaws.

He was the central'point of administrations, the

"bos" of Barataria.

He left the blacksmith shoo in the city

8
to come down to the establishment, probably in 1811.

By his

shrewdness, rather than his courage', he demonstrated his super¬
iority to the others of that community.

There is a legend that

an Italian, Gambio, who is clearly to be identified with the
Baratarian with the French name of Vincent Gambier,

/ 9
or Gamble,

disputed Laffite's right to ascendancy at Barataria, and was
driven to obedience only when Laffite shot and killed one of
Gambler*s men.
at Barataria.

This story seems at variance with the conditions
Jean Laffite was the commandant,

the director of

activities at the island settlement, but he was entirely
unable to cope with his men upon occasion, and Pierre Laffite,
for one, held himself as an equal of his brother, if not his

5
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superior.

Jean Laffite's pre-eminence resulted from his or¬

ganizing ability, not from force alone.
The smugglers prospered greatly under the rule of
Laffite.

The islands in Barataria Bay were all used as depots

for goods or places of concealment, but the main establishment
was on Barataria Island, a name which seems to have beenapplied
to both Grande Terre and Grrnd Isle.

Here the ships returned from

their cruises laden with the spoils of their attacks on Spanish,
and perhaps other,

ships.

All of the ships sailed under the flag

of Cartagena de las Indias, and all of them seen to have been
regularly commissioned as privateers of that republic to prey on
the commerce of Spain in the Gulf and the Caribbean.

11

When

they returned to Barataria their goods were sold at auction on
the island or taken to New Orleans and sold.

Probably all deliv¬

eries were made by the Baratarians themselves even when the goods
were bought by the New Orleans merchants at Grande Terre.

It

has been frequently asserted that the New Orleans sales were
handled by Pierre Laffite and another brother, called variously
Henri, Antoine, or Marc Laffite.

Pierre, however seems to have

spent at least a part of his time at Barataria rather than at
New Orleans,, and the third Laffite is a very misty figure.

6

One

"Marc Lafite" was, indeed, created a justice of the peace for
the parish of Orleans March 29, 1809, but Lafitte, or Laffite, is
a not uncommon French name and there is no direct evidence connect12
ing this gentleman with the chief at Barataria.
The machinery
for the disposal of contraband goods which was instituted

by

Jean Laffite is, like most of the details of his career, lost in
the haze of years.

1%

The' establishment in Barataria Bay grew rapidly un¬
der the rule of its new chief,

and by 1812 the band of smugglers

were a serious problem.for the government of Louisiana.

On Oc¬

tober twelfth of that year Governor Claiborne appealed to Gene¬
ral Wilkinson for military aid, reporting "the serious op¬
position to the Revenue Laws, by an armed Banditti on the Lake
Barataria11.

14

Claiborne was already anxious to destroy the Ba-

tarian establishment, but the ueople of Louisiana were apathetic.
New Orleans was prospering and the crimes of Laffite were an
aid rather than a hindrance to the business of the city.

More¬

over, dislodging the band was a task presenting many difficulties,
the chief one being that the smugglers, who had many friends in
the cit y, could be notified in advance and escape to some other

- 7 -

part of the

coast.

The easiest course for the government and the

militia

to pursue was inaction and toleration of the trade; this
15
was the course that the3/ adopted.
Again in the next year Claiborne protested against
the congregation of outlaws "upon and near the shores of Lake
Barataria".

The association

consisted of nearly three hundred

men; they were said to have two or three cruisers which were
capturing prizes and bringing them to Barataria, and an enormous
1A
business was being carried on with the merchants of New Orleans.
Against these "Banditti composed of Individuals of different
nations" who had "armed and equined (.sic}

several Vessels for

the avowed purpose of cruising on the high Seas, and committing
depredations and piracies on the Vessels of Nations at peace
with the United States",
clamation march 15, 1813.

the Governor issued a thundering pro17

Two days later he once more sought

help from General Wilkinson,

this time asking for an interview

with the commander of the Military and Naval Affairs at New Or¬
leans.
Probably as a. result of this interview, a military
expedition

under Captain Andrew Holmes was~ent to the coast for

the purpose of breaking up the Baratarian settlement.

-
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The exnedi-

tion took place some time late in March or early in April, and
was a complete failure.

The exact cause of the failure is not ap¬

parent; indeed the whole story of the raid is filled with uncer¬
tainty.^®
Not long after this nebulous misfortune,
taken against the Laffites

from another direction.

steps were
As early as

April 7, 1813, prosecution of Jean and Pierre Laffite was set
under way in the United States district court for Louisiana.

The

proceedings seem to have been based on smuggling charges and amounted to little.

The step of the law was slow and the worthy

Laffites continued their career uninterrupted.

So firmly entrench¬

ed were the Baratarians in their position that the task of dis¬
lodging them seemed an impossibility.
Yet Claiborne was not to be discouraged; he merely al¬
lowed the matter to drop temporarily, and let the revenue officers
try their hand at preventing illicit trade.

Disaster followed on

the attempts of tbhe officers to enforce the law some months later.
The outlaws had grown bold with their increase in numbers and their
security; goods were carried openly into New Orleans, and prizes
•A

brought ito the Baratarian harbor with alarming frequency.
a state of affairs was disgraceful, and Walter Gilbert,

Such

one of

the revenue officers, determined that something should be done

9

about it.

Consequently, October 14, 1813, he seized some of the

goods being taken into New Orleans

by Laffite's men.

Laffite's

answer was a pitched battle at no great distance from the city it¬
self.

In the broad daylight, Laffite's men, following his orders,

fired on the group of revenue men, and grievously wounded one of
Gilbert's assistants.

Then, taking the confiscated goods back in¬

to their own hands, the smugglers joyously went their way.
Again the majesty of the 3/aw was invoked, and again
nothing was done about it.
Laffite"

Although a process against "John

\vas issued, it could not be served and there waslittle

prospect of its ever being served.

Laffite had po’werful friends

in New Orleans, and seems to have had no powerful enemies.

Even

the fact that Claiborne issued November 34, 1813, a proclamation
offering $500 as a reward for the delivery of Laffite into the
hands of justice, spelled no real danger for the Baratarian lea19
der.
Legend has it that that dashing gentleman ironically
offered a reward of fifteen thousand dollars for the capture of
His Excellency, William Charles Cole Claiborne, the Governor of
Louisiana, but this story is probably only a fairy tale based
on the fact of Laffite's astounding impudence and impunity.

-
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Impudent though he was, Laffite did not desire to
come into actual-conflict with the officers of the United States
government.

He desired still less to lose the goods \!/hich he re¬

garded as rightfully his, and when the goods could not he preserved
without bloodshed a battle with the officers followed.

Even more

serious than the wounding of the revenue man was the unfortunate
affair that occurred in January, 1814.

Mews had reached the U-

'

nited States collector that four hundred and fifteen negroes
were about to be sold at auction by the Laffites.
Collector Dubourg
for militia.

pn

This news

forwarded to Governor Claiborne with a request

A temporary inspector named Stout wasjsent with

twelve men to Barataria.

This tiny force was easily overcome

by the Baratarians, but only after Stout and two of his men had

;21

been killed ,in the struggle.

This outrage the Governor reported to the Legislature
of Louisiana, and asked that measures be taken to destroy the is¬
land establishment.

The Legislature, apathetic and short of

funds, proceeded to do nothing at all about the matter.

Clai¬

borne, however, was stubborn and still hoped to stir up a response
in the state lawmakers and in the federal government.

March 2,

1814, he made another appeal to the General Assembly.

The regular

11
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troops could not be employed for an attack on Barataria, because
the war of 1812 was then In progress and a British attack on
New Orleans 'was much feared.

Therefore, Olaiborne pleaded, the

governor should be given the power to raise by voluntary enlist¬
ment a force of "not less than one captain, on first lieutenant,
one second lieutenant, one third lieutenant, one drummer, one
fifer, and one hundred privates, to serve for six months,unless
sooner discharged, and to'employed'under the Government in dis¬
persing any armed association of individuals within the State,
having for object the violation of the laws of the United States,
and to assist the officers of the revenue in enforcing the provisions
of the Embargo, Hon - Intercourse, and other acts of Congress.

The

officers, non - commissioned officers, and privates to be en¬
titled to the same pay, rations and emoluments as are allowed the
troops of the United States, and to be subject to the rules and
articles of war as prescribed by Congress."

?2

The General Assembly gave the message its polite
attention, but chose to take no action against the Laffites.
Public sentiment was not in favor of-.:a raid on Barataria, and
legislators, then as now, were not eager to champion unpopular
causes.

More important, perhaps, was the fact

-

12

-

that a company

of soldiers would mean expense, and the General Assembly was not
anxious to spend a penny where a penny was not drastically needed.
At any rate, an attack on the association of smugglers was not
wanted by the legislature, and no attack was made.

Barataria was in the heyday of her disrep\itable
career.

In the shallow harbor, the schooners of the company

of Carthaginian privateers came and went, bringing in their prizes
laden with slaves, or merchandise, or fine wines.

On three

islands, Grande Terre, Grand Isle, and Oheniere Garninada, the
outlaws had built their huts and thatched them
leaves.

with palmetto

The men themselves were of all nations and colors:

Frenchmen and Americans from New Orleans, French refugees from
Santo Domingo, deserters from the American army and the Ameri¬
can navy, Santo Domingo negroes noted for their desperate charac¬
ter,

and mongrels of every sort from all over the world.

This

place they made their home between their privateering cruises
under

Dominique, Beluche, and Vincent

at Barataria no record was made.
among men so disreputable
there is only legend.

Gambier.

Of their life

Brawls there must have been

as they were, but of the battles

Living was hard enough in the

remote,

unreal village, but life was lightened by occasional easy wealth

13

end winds that made "the claret of Barataria" a standard of excel¬
lence for the men of New Orleans.

A shabby, ugly village,

a lonely bay - this was the realm of Jean Laffite.

set in

Here he was

the chief of s gang of criminals, a chidf whose duties were mani¬
fold: choosing the roads for goods going to New Orleans, holding
auctions of slaves, keeping the peace as well as oossible iria
turbulent community, and probably bribing the government officials.^
Just how many men composed the Baratarian association,
the government officials could not definitely discover, and fie out¬
laws, naturally, kept a. strict silence as to the details of their
business.

The customs collector of Hew Orleans estimated thdir

number at three hundred in 1813, but in October, 1814, Commodore
Patterson of the United States Navy stated that in the orevious
month there had been between eight hundred and one thousand of
the smugglers.

The association was growing, but not as rapidly

pA
as these {figures would indicate. *

Even at the height of its

success, the association probably numbered less than eight hundred
men; the number was, of course, constantly varying, but in all
probability there were in the summer of 1814 between five hundred
and eight hundred men connected with the Laffite organization.
The number of shins varied also, according to the number of

14
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prizes obtained and the success of the Laffites in selling their
contraband goods.

In the time of her prosperity Barataria boasted

of some eight or nine ships, usually small schooners,
fitted out for cruisers from the island' refuge.

thet were

These schooners

were armed, and the men who sailed in them were skilled at artil¬
lery, but the armament was probably not so heavy as has been generL

ally supposed.

The prey of the Carthaginian privateers was usual-

ly the unarmed Spanish slaver or merchantman, and a wide berth was
given to armed ships by the swift little schooners.
The cruisers were ax ooosed to capture only Spanish
ships, and no evidence can be produced to prove conclusively that
dxxring the four years of Baratarian success, any prizes other
than those justified by Carthaginian letters of marque were made.
There can, however, be no possible doubt that the Baratarians were
for the most part the dregs of society, and the crime of attacking
a British or American vessel would not have been foreign to them.
The prizes seem to have been brought directly from the deep sea to
Barataria, where the goods wrere promptly disposed of without passing through the formality of a Carthaginian court of admiralty.
At any rate, the Baratarians were not long in ac¬
quiring a reputation as pirates, whatever the real facts of the
case may have been.

Claiborne did not scruple to call thesemen

Pirates in a report to President Madison, and in 1314 a newspaper
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editor in a rhetorical moment spoke of Laffite as "the celebrated
oirate Lafitte ... a man who, for about two years oast, has been
famous for crime that the civilized world wars against - who is
supposed to have captured one hundred vessels,

of all nations.

and certainly murdered the crews of all that he took,

for no one

ever escaped him". Less italicized and sensational, but quite
as grave, were the rumors reported by Oolonel George T. Ross,
who reported that "they have been offending by outrageous acts
of Piracy and generally believed of horrible murders,

inasmuch as

27
we never hear of the Orewsoof the vessels taken by them".
The government of Great Britain concurred with the
public opinion in the United. States in declaring the Baratarians
pirates.

June 23rd, 1913, two Baratarian privateers at anchor

off Cat Island,n an island at the mouth of Bayou Lafourche, werg
attacked by a British sloop-of-war.

The attack was easily re¬

pulsed, and no further efforts were made by the British to take
Baratarian schooners so close to their base. Enmity continued to
exist between the English and the smugglers, but for a year or
mere no further clash occurred.
Late in the summer of 1814,

16
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if the story told by

Ellis P. Bean in his memoirs is true, another Baratarian cruiser
got into trouble with the British .just off the coast of Mexico
near a little village called Na.utla.

Bean's record of the event

is simple and straightforward:
"... there came in sight a fine schoon¬
er, belonging to a company of privateers,
commanded by Lafitte, and well known by
the citizens of the United States.
They
lived on an island celled Barrataria, be¬
low New Orleans.
This schooner called
'j'The Tiger, "' was commanded by Captain..^
Dominic, a Frenchman.
I had under men'in
that olace about seventy-five men. We
made every signal, but could not get them
to send their boats, although thev lay to,
and showed their colors.
At that.time they •
had Carthagenian colors, with which I was
not acquainted.
Toward evening they sailed
southwest, toward Vera Cruz.
"The second day after, we saw two sails,’
coming up the coast, very close to the
shore.
With a good glass, I quickly found
that the foremost vessel was the one that
had left two days before.
When she came
opposite to us, she let fly the same colors
as before.
I had no other craft than large
piraguas, and could not think of venturing
out, not knowing but she was a royalist.
"In this time the other vessel, which I
found to be a large brig, came alongside
the schooner, and, hoisting English colcr s,
the fight began between them.
The schooner
spread her sails, and played around the brig,
until she had shot away her mainmast.
The
brig was then ungovernable.
The schooner
made off out of gunshot, and lay to again.

-
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The brig sent out two large' boats to board
the schooner.
As they came near, she sunk
one of them, and the other was badly shat¬
tered.
The brig having picked up her men
from the wreck, the schooner made off to¬
ward New Orleans, and the brig returned a
southwest course ....
"The next morning, a woman came down the
coast to sell us some fowls and eggs, and
informed me that, six miles up, there was
a schooner run close to shore; that her
deck was covered with men, and she had no
mast.
Supposing it might be the enemy who
had come out from Tampico, and was aiming
to land and give me battle, I then set out
with my small force to stop them from land¬
ing - knowing that on that open coast they
would land with difficulty.
When I approach¬
ed near them, I concealed my men behind the
sandbanks, and sent five men unarmed to the
shore, that they might not be alarmed.
The
five men hailed them, and they sent out
their boat for them. .1 then learned, that*
this was S'The Tiger; *f that she had been so
fortunate as to criople the English brig,
and get away from her; that afterward the
erg?/ of the schooner had got to drinking
and ran her on the shoal which extends out a
great distance from share.
I learned that
the Spainards at Vera Cruz had promised the
English captain two thousand dollars if he
would capture the schooner; but he got well
shattered, and did not take her as he expect¬
ed. I was nappy to find some of my country¬
men on board, and learned from them, for the
first time, that the United States and England
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were at war.
"I then sent for rny small schooner I had found
at the mouth of the river, and transported the
crew of the Tiger and all on board 'of. her to
Nautla.
We then prepared my little schooner,,
and toolc on as many of the crew of the Tiger
as we could carry, and in ten days set sail for
New Orleans.
In thirteen days more I landed
safely on Barrataria island.
I left my small
schooner in care of Lafitte, ana got an old
Frenchman to pilot me through some lakes, and
land me on the Mississippi, about nine miles
above New Orleans.
1 got a skiff from a gentle¬
man by the name of Hearn, and a negrOgto row me
down to the city.
This ’was in 1814.11
In this case,

the British vessel was acting fogthe

benefit of the Spanish, but they had a grievance of their own,
attested by the charge made September 1, 1814, by a British naval
officer that Laffite was holding some British merchantmen at
Barataria. There can be no doubt that Laffite s.nd his men
were generally regarded as pirates.
The two Laffites and some others of the Baratarians
were,

indeed,

indicted by a grand jury for Piracy,. , the present¬

ment against them being signed by Paul Lmusse, one of the leading
merchants of New Orleans.

The indictments,

found against two Bara¬

tarians, called Johnness and Johannot, July 28, 1814, charged them
specifically with piracies on the Gulf.

-
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Pierre Laffite was charged

as "aider and abettor in these crimes before and after the fact,
as one who did,

'upon land,

towit:

in the Gity of New Orleans,

with the district of Louisiana, knowingly and willingly aid,
assist, procure, counsel, and advise the said piracies and
robberies1

>zr\

".

These three men were probably chosen as test

cases because they were in New Orleans rather than at Barataria.
As to Johnness and Johannot - unbelievable names, that were
probably merely noms de guerre - there is nothing furtbe r known;
Pierre Laffite was arrested in New Orleans and promptly clapped
into jail, his application for bail having been refused.
Laffite hired two of the best lawyers in New Or¬
leans to represent his brother.

Legend has it that he offered

a fee of $20,000 each to Edward Livingston and John HI Grymes;
Grymes resigned his office of district attorney to accept the
duty of defending Pierre Laffite instead of prosecuting him.
However,

the cases against the Baratarians seem to have died

without coming to trial.

The citizens of Louisiana thought

that they had done their duty when they censured smuggling on
the Louisiana coast.

Indeed,

it would seem that even Governor

Claiborne was less anxious to wipe out the island establishment.'®^
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Meanwhile, the war of 1812 was in progress; the
varying tides of battle surged over America, and the British
planned an attack, on the coast of Louisiana.

The attack was

for the purpose of seizing New Orleans and the Mississippi;
from New Orleans,

an army was to ascend the river northward and

finally join with another British army coming southward from
Canada.

This grandiose scheme was not put into practice until

the fall of 1814, when the last great campaign of the \?ar was
fought.

Late in the summer of that year the British decided to

attack the Louisiana coast.

In order to facilitate the attack,

they determined upon a league of the outlaws of Barataria, who
would be able to furnish them with guides competent to lead them
through the many waterways of the Louisiana coast, give them some
ammunition, and furnish them with a number of experienced fighting
men.

In return for the valuable aid the Baratarians could render,

the offers of the British could be comparatively small.

The

scheme seemed to be a good one.
In pursuance of this object, His Majesty's armed
brig, the Sophia,

appeared opposite Barataria Pass, September

3, 1814, and came to anchor.

Jean Laffite was so much concerned

about this alien ship that he himself embarked in a boat with a
number of his men and went out to inquire into the matter.

They

were met by a pinnace bearing British colors and a flag of truce.
In the pinnace were two naval officers and one army officerfrom
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the British shit), who told the 'men in the Baratarian boat that
they had messages for Laffite,

the Baratarian leader.

however, did not make himself known;

Laffite,

they gave him a packet

of letters addressed to Monsieur Laffite at Barataria, and
he persuaded them to come ashore. 32
On the shore had gathered a group of threatening
Baratariane, who wished to capture the British officers and
send them to New Orleans.

It was with difficulty that Laffite

persuaded his men to allow the British officers to pass through
the crowd to his home.

Once there, he opened the letters and

had a long talk with Captain Nicholas Lockyer of the Sophia
and Captain McWilliams of the British army.

They first

threatened to punish him and his men for their depredations
on British commerce, as did the letter addressed to Laffite
by William Henry Percy, captain of His Majesty's Shin Hermes
and senior officer of the British force in the Gulf of Mexico,
but the discussion must have turned for the most part upon
the other matters spoken of in the letters.

In the official

letter of Percy a promise of reward was made to the Baratarians
in the event of their coming over to the British side.

The

instructions from Percy to Lockyer — included strangely enough
directed the naval captain to follow much the same plan,
threat followed by promises, which were to be followed in
turn by a plea for neutrality and cessations of hostilities
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against Spanish shins in case the Baratarians refused to
serve under the British. ^3

in the letter from Lieutenant

Colonel Edward Nicholls, commander of the British land forces
in Florida, to Laffite,

specific and fairly generous offers

were made:
"
I call on you, with your brave followers,
to enter into the service of Great Britain,
in which you shall have the rank of captain.
Lands will be given to you all, in propor¬
tion to your respective ranks, on a peace taking
place;
and I invite you out on the following
terms: your property shall be guarantied to
you, and your persons protected.
In return for
which, I ask you to cease all hostilities against
Snain or the allies of Great Britain.
Your
ships and vessels to be placed under the orders
of the commanding officer on the station'until
the commander-in-chief s pleasure is known; but
I guaranty their fair value at all events.
"I herewith enclose you a copy of my proclama¬
tion to the inhabitants of Louisiana, which
will, I trust, point out to you the honorable
intentions of my Government. You may be a
useful assistant to me in forwarding them;
therefore, if you determine, lose no time.
The bearer of this, Captain McWilliams, will
satisfy you on any other points you may be
anxious to learn, as will Captain Lockyer,
of the Sonhia. who carries him to you." t5‘*
What the satisfaction "on other points" given to
LaffitQ by McWilliams was is not apparent. In that conversation,
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Lockyer or the array captain is supposed to have offered the
Baratarian leader a cool thirty thousand dollars in cash in
addition to the other inducements to the English cause. Since
none of the British officers were high in command, it seems un¬
likely that they would have been able to offer Laffite a sura
unauthorised by their instructions, and the letters contain no
mention of a cash reward.

The reward was to be given,

indeed,

in lands after the victory of the British in America, and the
only money offered in the letters was to be in return for the
vessels sold by the association to the British.

Yet, even

without the added charm of thirty thousand dollars, the offer
could not but be attractive to the commander of the outlaws.
Denounced by the American government and threatened constantly
with an attack by federal officers of the United States, Laffite
had reasons for disliking his adopted country.

Even at that

moment, Pierre Laffite was languishing in a New Orleans jail,
and an expedition against Barataria was being planned.

The

British had been, at least, fairly successful in their war
against the United States and there was a good prospect of
gain to be had from the British.

Lands and immunity from

punishment after the war, good orices for the vessels, to most
of which the Baratarians had titles that were a bit misty, and
a captaincy in the British army 35
have desired much.

were things Laffite must

Yet he seems to have known from the very

start of the negotiations what his decision

would be.

He

apparently was in doubt, as he may have been in reality for a
short while;

he asked the British officers for time to think

the matter over, and left them for the night.
After his departure, his men seized the British
and confined both the officers and the crew of the pinnace and
threatened to send them to New Orleans.

Laffite upon his return

had much difficulty in persuading his riotous men that seizure
of men who came with a flag of truce and information desired by
the Americans was an impolitic course to pursue.

The British

were held as prisoners throughout the night, and were released by
Laffite on the following morning and sent back to their ship in
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the Pinnace with apologies from the suave Frenchman.

The next day, Laffite sent a polite and noncom-

•

mital note to Captain Lockyer in which he apologized again for.
the "confusion" that occurred during the British visit.

He also

asked for a delay of a fortnight before "answering in a precise
manner" the British offer.

He alleged, as an excuse, that the

time would be needed to rid the island of "the three persons
who have alone occasioned all the disturbance'1; two of them were
to leave in eight days, while the third was to go to town that
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very day. Indeed a man was sent to New Orleans on that day,
but he was not sent away from Barataria in disgrace;

he was

sent to carry the letters of the British and an explanatory
letter from Jean Laffite himself to Jean Blanque, a member of
the Louisiana Legislature.
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In his letter Laffite took the opportunity to
express rather over-heroic sentiments towards the United States
and to stress his own merit.

He wrote,

in declamatory style:

"Through proscribed by my adoptive country,
I will never let slip any occasion of serving
her, or of proving that she has never ceased to
be dear to me.
Of this you will see here a
convincing; proof.
Yesterday, the 3d of Septem¬
ber, there appeared here, under a flag of truce,
a boat corning from an English brig, at anchor
about two leagues from the pass.
Mr. Nicholas
Lockyer, a British officer of high rank, de¬
livered me the following papers,"two directed
to me, a proclamation, and the admiral's in¬
structions to that officer, all herewith en¬
closed.
You will see from their contents the
advantages I might have derived from that kind
of association.
I may have evaded the payment
of duties to the custom house; but I have
never ceased to be a good citizen and all the
offence I have committed, I was forced to by
certain vices in our laws.
In short, sir, I
make you the depository of the secret on which
perhaps depends the tranquillity of our country;
please to make such use of it as your judgment
may direct.
I mig;ht expatiate on this proof
of patriotism, but I let the fact speak for
itself.
I presume, however, to hope that such
proceeds may obtain amelioration of the situa¬
tion of my unhappy brother, xvith which view I
reccomend him particularly to your influence.
It is in the bdsom of a just man, of a true
American, endowed with all other qualities that
are honoured in society, that I think I am
depositing the interests or our common country,
and what particularly concerns myself.

■

"Our enemies have endeavored to work on me
by a motive which few men would have resisted.
They represented to me a brother in irons, a
brother who is to me very dearl Whose deliverer
I might become, and I declined the proposal.
’Well persuaded of his innocence, I am free from
apprehension as to the issue of a trial; but
he is sick and not in a place where he can receive
the assistance his state requires.
Igseccomend
him to you, in the name of humanity."
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Despite the verbal honey, the letter seems sin¬
cere,

and there is no ooseible reason for believing that

Laffite1s motives were not truly noble.

Certainly his act in

reporting the negotiations was a great service to a country
that failed to show an overwhelming amount of gratitude.
Happily, the escape of Pierre Laffite from prison followed
shortly after the sending of this letter, and thereby Jean
Laffite immediately nrofited,to .some extent.for his patriotism.
Whether Blanque had a hand in the delivery of the smuggler
from prison
rate,

can not be said.

that Rancher,

It is highly probable,

at any

the messenger sent by Laffite, did have a

hand in the matter and it is certainly possible that the
keeper of the prisoner profited financially.

However that

may be, Pierre Laffite certainly left the walls of the orison
and the streets of New Orleans behind him and the New Orleans
newspapers were graced with an advertisement, reading:
"$1000

Reward

will be paid for the apprehending of Pierre
Lafitte, who broke and escaped last night
from the prison of the parish.
Said Pierre
Lafitte is about five feet ten inches in
height, stout made, light complexion, and
somewhat cross-eyed; further description
is considered unnecessary as he is very well
known in the city.
"Said Lafitte took with him three negroes,
to-wit: (giving their names and those of
their owners); the above reward will be paid
to any person delivering the said Lafitte
to the subscriber.
J. H. Holland,
Keeper of the Prison." 39
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The news of the British negotiations was promptly
transmitted to Governor Claiborne, and was soon kno\?n all over
New Orleans.

It was straightway sent to Major General Andrew

Jackson at Mobile.

He, rash and blustering as he usually was,

shortly issued a proclamation to the people of Louisiana where¬
in he declared that:
"The undersigned...trusts in the justice of his oause
and the patriotism of his Countrymen, confident, that any future
attempt to invade our soil will be as repelled as the last, he
calls not upon either Pirates or Robbers to join him in the
glorious cause." 40
Such violent feeling against the British was to be
expected from Andrew Jackson, and the stupid proclamation to
the people of Louisiana issued by Nicholls and forwarded with the
British despatches by Laffite was enough to arouse the ire of
more tranquil men than the American commander.

The British

leader appealed to the natives of Louisiana as people foreign
to the United States,and erred grievously.

The people of the

state were loyal to their new country, and, had they not been,
would probably have repulsed any British interference.

The

British proclamation succeeded only in angering the Americans.
Laffite had cast his lot with the Americans, and
he spent anxious days waiting for a reassuring reply to his
letter to Blanque, but none came.

Three British ships were

hovering off the coast, and the Baratarians feared an attack
against which their resistance might not prove strong enough.
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September 7, 1814, Jean Laffite wrote the member of the legis¬
lature again,

sending him an anonymous letter

from Havana

which had been captured in some way by the Baratarians, and
telling him of the situation of Barataria.

This Havana letter

contained news of the British movements, but it too failed to
bring a reassuring answer to Laffite.

A few days later, he

wrote to Claiborne himself a masterly letter saying, in part:
"In the firm persuasion that the choice made of you
to fill the office of first magistrate of this state,
was dictated by the esteem of your fellow-citizens,
and was conferred on merit, I confidently address
you on an affair on which may depend the safety of
this country.
"I offer to you to restore to this state several
citizens, who perhaps in your eyes have lost that
sacred title.
I offer you them, however, such as
you could wish to find them, ready to exert their
utmost efforts in defence of the country.
The
point of Louisiana, which I occupy, is of great
importance in the present crisis.
I tender my
services to defend it;
and the only reward I ask
is that a stop be put to the proscription against
me and my adherents by an act of oblivion for all
that has been done hitherto.
I am the stray sheep
wishing to return to the sheepfold.
If you were
thoroughly acquainted with the nature of my of¬
fences, I should appear to you much less guilty,
and still worthy to discharge the duties of a good
citizen." 41
This letter was enclosed in one sent September 10,
1814, to Jean Blanque by Pierre Laffite, who seems to have more
or less taken charge of the affair.

But the eloquent letters

of both the Laffites were not enough the avert the destruction
about to be visited on Barataria.
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Commodore Daniel T. Patterson had received orders
from the secretary of the navy to break up the establishment
at Barataria.

The schooner Carolina had been ordered to New

Orleans, and plans had been made for a joint

attack on the is¬

land by Patterson and Colonel George T.Ross of the 44th regi¬
ment, before the letters reporting the British negotiations had
been sent to New Orleans by Laffite.

The letters naturally

caused some doubts as to the scheme, particularly in the mind
of Governor Claiborne who was responsible for the attack to a
greater extent than any other man.

Accordingly, he called to¬

gether some of the principal officers of the army, navy, and
militia, and asked their advice.

He asked the group to decide

if the letters were genuine, and if the governor should corres¬
pond with the smugglers.

The ans\?er to both questions given

by the group was in the negative, only one man, Major Villere
of the militia, dissenting.

This decision was rather unreason¬

able, and it is by no means improbable that Patterson and Ross
who were at the meeting were influenced in their decision by
the hope of capturing huge treasures at Barataria in which case
the two officers would receive a share as prizes.

Such a state

*

ment, however, cannot be supported by any real evidence.42
The expedition for the destruction of the
smugglers' establishment, or,
Lafites Establishment,

11

as Ross called it,

"the Pirate

got under way well before dawn on the
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morning of September 11,
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Colonel Ross and seventy of his

men having boarded the gun barges prepared by Commodore Pat¬
terson at one in the morning.
Carolina

The barges joined the schooner

at Plaquemine on the next day and reached the Balize

September 13.

Two days later, the force, now augmented by

gun vessels, reascended the Mississippi to the Southwest Pass.
Here the Carolina was unable to cross the bar, and it was
without her that the expedition swept down upon Grande Terre
early in the morning of September 16, 1814.

In the harbor

were discovered a number of vessels, some of them under Cars

tC4aginian colors.

There was some confusion among the smug¬

glers, but it was shortly straightened out and their vessels
were arranged in battle line.

After an hour or so,

some

smokes were sent up as signals along' the coast and one of the
Bara.ta.rian schooners ran up a white flag, an American flag,
i

and a Carthaginian flag.

Patterson magnanimously hoisted a

white flag bearing the words,
to enter the harbor.

“Pardon to desertefs" and began

Ludicrously enough, the two gun vessels

that ran aground immediately were the ones on which the two
commanders were sailing — a fact discreetly overlooked in
Patterson* s report of the affair and frankly stated in that
of Colonel Ross.

The other four gun vessels together with

the smaller schooner, the Seahorse, two gun barges and a ship* s
cutter proceeded in,

only to find that the Baratarians had

abandoned their vessels, cutting loose some and firing others
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of the fleet

The attackers oromptly set out in pursuit of

the fugitive smugglers who were making all the speed they
could in their boats.

In this pursuit, which met with a fair

degree of success, Lieutenant Smith W. Gordon of the 44th,
the ryurser Thomas Shields, and Lieutenant Louis Alexis dis¬
tinguished themselves.
Others of the invaders set -out about capturing
the boats set adrift and extinguishing the fire on the ships
Lieutenant Thomas ap;.

the outlaws had meant to destroy.

Gatesby Jones, who later made a name for himself in the ser¬
vice, here distinguished himself by boarding a schooner which
had been burning for sometime,

and extinguishing the fire be¬

fore it reached the oowder left in her open cabin.

When this

work was done, Commodore Patterson, who had come into the har¬
bor on a barge as soon as he could transfer from the grounded
vessel, had in his possession as crises,

six schooners, one

felucca, one brig, and two armed schooners under Carthaginian
colors.

Meanwhile, Colonel Ross landed and took possession

of the establishments on shore, burning all of the palmetto
thatched huts and the "Telegraphes along the Coast", and taking
all of the goods on the islands.
was quite considerable,

The amount of merchandise

and rumor in New Orleans pieced its

value at no less than five hundred thousand dollars.^
On the morning of September 20, the Carolina
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sighted a strange sail and gave chase to the ship which
was making for Grande Terre.

Four boats prevented her from

entering the harbor, and after beginning a fight with the
Carolina she grounded outside the bar where she was fired
upon by the gun vessels across the island and in half an hour,
she hauled down her colors and was taken possession of. She
proved to be a schooner, the General Bolivar,
Carthaginian colors.

sailing under

After relieving her of her armament and

twenty-one packages of dry goods, Commodore Patterson ordered
her to repair and report to Hew Orleans for adjudication.

Two

days later he set sail for New Orleans with his whole squadrons
and the prizes which were now well repaired, with the exception
of the vessels which had to be burnt.

That night another Bara-

tarian schooner made good her escape, and it was with but eight
45
prizes that the expedition reached New Orleans October 1, 1814.
During the

raid,

the Laffites were safely reslang

at the home of a friend on the German coast, as the coast of
Louisiana east of the mouth of the Mississippi is called.
Dominique, his chief lieutenant, was taken prisoner along with
a number of other Baratarians; these men .'were thrown in jail
to await trial at some later date.
fled to New Orleans,

Others of the fugitives

some of them arriving in the city as

early as September 19.

Lawless as they were, they ?/ere a

-
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menace to the peace and Jackson was quite right in urging
that they be arrested and held.

Most of them were, for

fear of the law, forced to conceal themselves,

since in the

case of arrest they would be unable to procure bail.

There

was no chance of a return to Grande Terre which was guarded by a
company of soldiers.

Dismal days had come for the outlaws.

Yet Laffite and his men even in these dark hours
did not lose hope of being of help to Louisiana in repelling
the British and thereby winning pardon for their past offences. '
Already, September 15, the British had attacked Fort Boxvyer
and by December all of Hew Orleans knew that a British drive
toward New Orleans was imminent.

The need for men to serve on

land and particularly on sea was keenly felt by the people of
Louisiana.

Sven hard headed old Andrew Jackson was prevailed

upon to change his views and admit that the "hellish banditti"
he had so gravely condemned might be useful in the army.
Consequently, the Louisiana legislature passed a resolution
in December, 1814, which ran:
"‘whereas in the Present state of Public affairs
it is of the greatest importance to procure sea¬
men for the Service of the United States, and
whereas many Persons who have served on board or
been concerned in, or connected \vith the priva¬
teers lately resorting to Barataria in this state
are deterred from offering their services for
fear of persecution, as violators of the Revenue
Laws of the United States.
"Wherefore Be it Resolved by the senate-and
house of Representatives of the state of Louisiana
in general assembly convened, that the commanding
-
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officer of the District be requested to use his
endeavours to procure an amnesty for all of the
Persons above described who are noxv actually in
service, or who shall within thirty days enrole
themselves to serve in the land service or in
the navy of the United States...11 47
On the seventeenth day of that same month, Gover¬
nor Claiborne issued a proclamation to the Baratarians inviting
them to the standards of the United States and promising that
"should their conduct meet the approbation of Major General
Jackson, that officer will unite with the Governor in a re¬
quest to the President of the United States to extend to each
and every Individual as aforesaid so marching and acting a
Free and Full pardon...."

48

A large number of the Baratarians heeded this
call.

Many of them,

including the two Laffites, Dominique,

and Beluche, were enrolled in the service of the United
States and served gallantly at the battle of January 8.

Some

of them were sent to Petites Goauilles, to St. Philip, and
to Bayou St. John, but themost important services rendered by
the former outlaws were rendered by the corps of artillerists
under Captains Dominique and Beluche.

This corps had been

sent to Port St. John, but December 28, 1814, they took
charge of Battery No. 3, which had two twenty-four pounders
served by the hardened marines of Barataria.

The battery,

which did great service, lay between two batteries manned

-
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by men who had been the crew of the Carolina.

Such was the irony

of fate that the attacker and the attacked of a few months pre¬
vious should now fight side by side no more than fifty yards apart
During the battle,

the carriage of one of the cannon was broken by

a British shot, but Dominique continued to get good service out of
his men in suite of the slight mishap.

For his services he was

indeed praised - in the general crders issued by General Robert
Butler for General Jackson January 21st, 1815;
"Captains Dominique and Belluche, lately
commanding privateers at Barataria, with
wart of their former crew and many brave
citizens of New Orleans, w_ere stationed
at Nos. 3 and 4 (batteries].
The general
cannot avoid giving his warm approbation
of the manner in which these gentlemen
have uniformly conducted themselves while
under his command, and of the gallantry
with which they- have redeemed the oledge
they gave at the ouening of the campaign
to defend the country.
The brothers Lafitte have exhibited the same courage and
fidelity; and the general promises that
the government shall be duly apprised of
their conduct." 49
The Laffites themselves, in suite of this miH praise,
seem to have taken no distinguished part in the war.

Jean Laffite

served in Jackson’s line, but was not even remembered by a good
many of-'.his close fellow workers.

He acted courageously and

quietly and won the approbation of General Jackson, who is said

-

36

-

to have taken a special liking for the former privateersmen when
they served, st his batteries.

50

When the battle of new Orleans was over and the
British army had retreated to the waters of the Gulf,. Jean and
Pierre Laffite remained in New Orleans.

Because of the services

rendered, the offenders against the revenue la.w were not punished.
In the cases already begun by him, John Bick, attorney-general
for the Louisiana district,

stopped the prosecution.

The bro¬

thers themselves were, of course, entirely unmolested and mingled
freely in the best of New Orleans society.

Jean Laffite was,

however, almost unreasonably sensitive to the stories circulated
as to his crimes.

There is told an interesting anecdote of these

days in Nwv Orleans - an anecdote which may or may not be true.
It seems that .just before the battle of New Orleans,
Brig&dier-General Ooffee was stationed at the mouth of Sandy
Creek.

His brigade was much in need of provisions and stores,

and foraging oartie s had to be sent out.

In this destitute con¬

dition, the general heard that one of Laffite's secret warehouses
was nearby; here were some of the hats and shoes and blankets
that he needed.

He wrote to Jackson for authorization to raid

this cache on the Mississippi, where $200,000 worth of smuggled
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goods were said to be concealed.

Two days later, he sent a corn-

pany out to discover this hidden treasure, but they had scarcely
left his camp ?/hen orders from Jackson arrived, directing Coffee
to return to Mew Orleans.

The company was recalled, came was

broken, and . the incident was for the time closed.
After the battle,

this affair was recalled to

Coffee's mind when he met Laffite at a ball given by the oeoole
of Mew Orleans to the officers in Jackson's army.

When the two

were introduced on the ballroom floor,the brigadier general,
bringing to memory his intended raid on Laffite's goods, hesi¬
tated before acknowledging the introduction.

Thereupon, Laffite,

misinterpreting the hesitation as a mark of distaste, drew him¬
self up haughtily and advanced towards Coffee.
tones,

"Laffite, the oiratei".

But Coffee,

tentional rudeness he had committed,

He said in bitter

realizing the unin¬

offered the outlaw his hand

</ and apoligized for his cause.51
During this period, also, the duel of which Gayarre
writes must have taken place.

The two seconds were one St. Geme,

u v\ '

a gentleman of impeachable' social standing and a contain in fee
War of 1812,

and Pierre Laffite.

Thus was a Laffite accented as

an equal on the field of honor by a Mew Orleans aristocrat.

-
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In

spite of the many terror stories of the day, the name of Laffite
had no stigma attached to it.
By the proclamation of James ii&dison, presidentfof
the United States, the two brothers were, February 6th, 1815,
freed of the legal as well as the social ban.

That proclamation

was made on the recommendation of the general assembly of Louisi¬
ana.

By it a free and full nardon for all violations of revenue,

trade, and navigation laws nrior to January 8th, 1815 was granted
to all the men of Jew Orleans and Barrataria who had "abandoned
the prosecution of the worst cause for the suooort of the best".
Any man who could produce a certificate from the governor of
Louisiana stating that he had served in defense of New Orleans
was guaranteed freedom from "suits, indictments and prosecution s",
from "fines, oenalties and forfeitures".

The Laffites were no

t

longer out 1 awss?^
The men who had known the adventuresdf cruising in
the•schooners of the Baratarian association were not suited for
the Quiet life of New Orleans merchants or laborers.

Some of

the Baratarians did remain in the city to live out peaceful
lives, out it was not long before most of them were back at
their old pursuits.

In the very year of the pardon, Vincent

Gambler was orosecuted for further exploits - "for violating,
or attempting to violate, the neutrality of the United States".
Many others were just as guilty, but more fortunate in avoiding
detection.
what the brothers Laffite did during the two years
following the pardon granted by the president,

is unknown.

Legend says that they traveled, going to Washington, to Baltimore,
to Charleston, and to Port eu Prince.
indeed,

The name of Pierre Laffite,

almost sinks out of sight in this period, and all the

tales are attributed to his more important brother.

It seems

orobable that Pierre was actually the traveler while his brother
remained in Hew Orleans engaged.in quiet mercantile nursuits,
only occasionally accompanying Pierre on his journeys.

All the

evidence on the events of these two years is vague and shadowy.
Jean Laffite may heve failed in an attempt to establish privateer¬
ing headquarters at Port au Prince; he may have transported the
Mexican patriotj,

Colonel Bean, back to the tiny Mexican oort of

Nautla; he may have none to Washington and to Baltimore, where he
fitted out a vessel, commissioned by one of the South American
republics; he may have pure ha sed and equipped a vessel at Charles¬
ton - he may have done a number of these things, but there is not
j;/

sufficient evidence to state positively that he did any of them.
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In 1817, there !-ae at Galveston a group of Mexican
patriots under the command of three leaders: Luis de Aury, Xavier
Mina,

and Colonel David Perry,

an American.

Commodore Aury was

not unlike Laffite; he commanded the naval forces of the revolu¬
tionists and used the ships as privateers against Spain for his
own personal profit.

He had enlistd in his service a great many

of the erstwhile followers of Laffite, and his activities were
not long in acquiring the shadow that fell over the affairs of
Barataria.

The Laffites themselves .joined in these suspicious

proceedings, and there was a large number of men — perhaps three
hundred — who operated from this island that, before their com¬
ing, had been a bare sand bar.

Many of the vessels commissioned

by the government of Aury were owned by citizens of New Orleans,
several of them being the property of Jean and Pierre Laffite.
The sale of the prizes was accomplished by a system much like
that of the Laffites

at Barataria, and it is probable that the

brothers themselves managed the sale of much of the goods at New
Orleans.

Theyv?ere not, however, in command on the island; even

when Aury denarted to transport Mina and Perry to the mouth of
55
the Santander river April 5, 1817.
The departure of the chief
of the privateers and of the patriot soldiers who were going to
attack the town of Soto la Marina,
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thus hoping to gain a base of

operations in Mexicb, was preceded by the burning of all the
buildings on the island.

The Mexican government of Galveston,

which had been sanctioned by Herrara, one of the leaders ofthe
revolution, was at an end.
The thirty or forty men left on the island naturally
desired a government to continue the actions of the lost one, and
lend a semblance of legality to their piracy.

Consequently, there

met on board a schooner, the Carmelite, belonging to Bartholomew
Lafon,

six or seven men who organized a government having, in re¬

ality, no connection whatever with the cause of the Mexican patri¬
ots.

Its sole ourpose was to harry the commerce of the Gulf for

the profit of the officers of the government, and more particular¬
ly,

the two men who were the sun sort and bulwark of the organization

Lafon, who had been distinguished as a major in the engineering
department of the United States army, the man who made the maps
used by Andrew Jackson in the battle of New Orleans, and another
New Orleans man, Jean Baptiste Laporte.

Just what connection Jean

Laffite had with this government is uncertain.

It has been al¬

most universally asserted that he was the king without the crown,
that he had engineered the whole affair but had let the seven men
orgaize the government without allowing his name to appear, mere¬
ly to avoid publicity.

Five days later, when* this arrangement was
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approved by seventeen captains'and owners of vessels,
list,

the name of Laffite does not apoear;

name of Jean Baptiste Laporte.
people,

In this

neither does the

Since only thirty or forty

including 'common sailors, were then at Galveston,

the

obvious conclusion is that Laffite was not even present when the
new government was formed, although he doubtless approved of it
, . * 56
upon his return.
The government thus hastily formed was not destined
to have a long life.

In May,

sone of the Galveston vessels were

suspected by the collector at New Orleans of violating the law,
and prosecutions were begun.

At that time,

the notary public and

secretary of the Galveston government, Richard Espagnol, was back
in New Orleans, having abandoned the island oermanently.

The

major du place was also in Louisiana and even the governor of the
newly formed state seems to have smeared before Judge Dominic
A. Hall to defend the highly doubtful legality of the proceedings
of April 15.

Meanwhile, the Galveston establishment was tottering,

though had not. yet fallen.
May 10. Commodore Aury returned to Galveston after
depositing the troops of Perry and Mina at the mouth of the San¬
tander.

He may have been astonished to hear of the events that
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had occurred during his absence, and was probably not highly
pleased.

He settled down on the island again for a. few months

and continued his questionable practices.

It was not until

the latter part of July that he determined to leave the place.
July 21, he wrote a letter to Manuel Herrera, the Mexicara mini¬
ster to the United States, declaring his intention of abandoning
the establishment.

Ten days later he was on the high seas, taking

wV-th him the men who had been the authorities at Galveston.
The shifting government established only a few months before had
57
already gone out of existence.
Laffite was little concerned by this passage of
events.

At the end of August, he was in Hew Orleans purchasing

a large quantity of provisions.

Early in September, two vessels,

the Carmel it a, belonging to Lafon, and the Franklin, belonging to
Laporte, sailed for Galveston with the provisions and materials
for erecting buildings.
place deserted.

The two ships arrived only to find the

Thereupon,

the Franklin promptly returned to

Hew Orleans, but Lafon and Laffite determined to settle on the
island and found a new establishment.
Then and there the town of Campeche was created.
Some sort of working government was soon established, and pri-
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vateering community not unlike the old community at Barataria was
commenced.

Many of the old Baratarians quickly joined the standard

of their former leader, and new adventurers and scapegraces were
added to their number.

Men who took part in the privateering ex¬

ploits of Aury were no inconsiderable part of the group; among
their number was aman destined to be one of Laffite's chief lieu¬
tenant - Jim Campbell, a native of Baltimore who had already seen
varied service.

Campbell had deserted the standard of Aury for

that of Laffite when the expedition set out for Soto la Marina,
and he quickly proved his worth in the new service.5®
The next year saw the Laffite domain blooming with
prosperity.

A town sprang UP and a fort was built.

Followers

poured in from every side, and the cruisers of Galveston created
.great havoc among the Spanish vessels in the West Indies.

Dry

goods and plate and jewelry were taken by force from the merchant¬
men and brought to Galveston to be sold, but by far the greatest
item of corrnie rce was the negro.

Slavers were attacked without

compunction and their human cargo diverted from the West Indian
Islands to the^United States.

Louisiana planters were stilidn

need of laborers, and Laffite was not

45

averse to supplying that

need.

Soon a brisk business was going on at Galveston involving

the plantation owners who frequently came to inspect their pur¬
chases personally, Laffite and his men,

and numerous slave-runners.

Laffite maintained his old connections with his friends in New
Orleans,

and kept defiots.

for transferring the slaves from Gal¬

veston to New Orleans.at various points on the route.

Lafon was

supposed to be in charge of such a depot at the mouth of the Sabine
in the winter of 1817, but whether or not he
establishment is nob

certain.

actually had such an

Other ooiiits of commerce we re at

the mouths of the Calcasieu and Bayou Lafourche, as well as tie
familiar haunts of Barataria Bay.

Yet of three ways of disposing

of the slaves - selling them direct to the plantation owners,
smuggling them into Louisiana,

or selling them to agents whotook

the risks of contraband trade on their own account - Laffite
seemed to have preferred the last.
Prominent among agents running slaves across the
line into Louisiana were the three Bowie brothers: Resin P.,
John J., and James.

For several years they employed their time

in purchasing negros from Laffite at Galveston, taking them to
the mouth of the Calcasieu, and thence to New Orleans.

A huge

profit was the re?/ard of the careful and cunning trader, andthe
Bowies, if the statement of John J. Bowie is to be trusted, made
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sixty-five thousand dollars in the course of a few years.59
Doubtlessly, Jean Laffite also made a fair profit
in the trade.

The tales of fabulous wealth and buried treasure

are probably based on nothing more than the fertile imaginations
of the narrators, but Laffite was an excellent business man and
he probably made enoughtto keen his men in comfort and himself
in comparative luxury.

He was the president of the

11

Commune de

Campeche" and administered the government justly and well. 6 0
As at Barataria,he superintended the division of the booty and
the di sposal of the goods.

He planned the voyages to be raa.de

against Spanish commerce, and even sailed on some of the voyages
himself.

His own cruises, however, were probably infrequent,

since the business of controlling the affairs of Campeche were
enough to keen him occupied.
Justice sometimes wore strange guises in the army
of the privateersmen.

An incident, related by Campbell more

than thirty years later, offers an amazing, and possibly ficti¬
tious, example.

A New Orleans gentleman, by name Jean Baptiste

Marotte, made his first cruise from Galveston in company with
Campbell, who was not then in high command.

At the end of a

successful voyage, he returned to Galveston and delivered the
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pfize goods - slaves that had been sent ahead, dry goods, and
jewels.

But one thing he did not surrender to his chief - abox

containing some gold watches and plateware.

Laffite, having

been informed of the truth by Jim Campbell, demanded the missing
goods.

Marotte vehemently denied having the gocd s, but Campbell

contradicted the statement that the box had fallen overboard
when being transferred from one vessel to another.
scolded Marotte.

Laffite

That gentleman grew excited and spat in the

face of his dignified chief.

Several of the men present were

in favor of prompt and final punishment for this treason, but
Laffite would not allow a man to be hanged.

Instead he chal¬

lenged Marotte to a duel, and a place of meeting' was appointed
on Pelican Island.
At the appointed time, the two men and their
seconds,

Campbell and one Shebal, met at the appointed spot.

Preparations for tie duel began, and Marotte at first put a
brave face on the matter#.

He stripped off all his clothing

except his pantaloons and tied one handkerchief about his
waist and another about his head.

He marched forward with

pistol in hand in true pirate fashion, but his courage left
him before the shot was fired.

He confessed the theft and
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through his second offered to make amends.

Laffite, disgusted,

contented himself with kicking his opponent and sending him on
his way.61
While such stirring events were occupying the time
of his brother, Pierre Laffite seemed to have been devoting his
energies to making illicit arrangements in the cities of the
United States.

He visited Baltimore and Washington and Hew

Orleans, possibly also Norfolk and Charleston.

Those cities,

in the year 1818, were the favorite ports of many privateers
sailing under the flag of embryonic or infantile republics of
\

Latin America.

Complain as the Spanish minister might,

the

merchants of the United States went on supplying the "pirates",
and the merry game of warfare continued on the Suanish Main.
The United States and Spgii were then engaged in
the “tedious negotiations leadi ng to the treaty signed February
22nd,

1819.

Since Galveston lay in the strip of territory

claimed by both countries, no better haven could have been
found for a trade that would not bear close inspection.
United States had,

indeed,

The

intended to wine out the establish¬

ment which was marked "part.icula.rly by the equipment of pri¬
vateers which have annoyed our commerce and by smuggling".
In such terms did President Monroe denounce the actions of
Laffite in a message to Congress December 2nd, 1817.
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Speedy

destruction was planned for the criminal association at Galveston
and its counterpart on Amelia Island where Aury was now pursuing
63
his privateering wpy.
Within a few weelcs, Amelia. Island was visited by a
force similar to the one that raided Barataria.

To the united

front of the United States naval corps under Captain J. D. Henley
and the military corps under Major James Bankhead, Aury offered no
resistance.

After the passage of several notes, the commander- in¬

chief at Fernandina, Amelia Island, wrote to the American leaders
these simple words!' "I have had the honor to receive your letter
of this date.

I am ready to surrender this place to the forces

under your command, whenever you may judge proper to come and
take possession thereof.11

The Americans did take possession

thereof, and supplied the Spanish minister to the United States,
Don Luis de Onis, a fruitful cause for complaint to the American
. , S3
officials.
Nevertheless, the United States government persisted
for some time in the intention of making a similar raid on Galvesron.

As late as May 14, 1818, Theodorick Bland, the United

States envoy, was asking the iopinion of the director of Chile
as to "Amelis Island and Galveston, which had lately been taken
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possession of by the United States".
Galveston was,

The formal possession of

then, regarded as both necessary and important

to the government, and the idea of talcing and holding it "as a
part of the United States" was not abandoned until Onis protest¬
ed most vigorously and specifically against any such action.64
The raid against the Seminoles by Jackson further complicated
the territorial situation, and the Galveston question seems to
have dropped from public notice.

Laffite was left unmolested

while the negotiations between John Quincy Adams and Onis moved
slowly along.
The treaty ’which was finally signed by the two men
made no direct reference to the island of Galveston, but by it,
the boundary of the United States was ulaced at the Sabine River.
The settlement of Laffite was thus awarded to Spanish ownership,
and that gentleman had a much greater chance of remaining pros¬
perous than if the boundary had been fixed at the Colorado, as
the United States had desired.

The chances of his remaining long

in his comfortable berth were, however, very small, for the United
States was determined to have him ousted.65
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Laffite was probably not

displeased, that the

United States had surrendered her claim to the land between
the Sabine and the Colorado, but many Americans were dissatis¬
fied with the arrangement.

Louisiana seethed with talk of

taking the territory of Texas away from the tyrannical grasp
of Spain.

Speeches were made and resolutions were adopted,

and finally the expression cf disaffected sentiments went be¬
yond words.

At Natchez, Mississippi,

the last of the fili¬

bustering expeditions of Americans into Texas was organized
in June, 1819. Dr. James Long, who had served as a surgeon
at the battle of New Orleans, was chosen as the head of this
expedition, which was to free Texas and establish her as a
republic.
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Long despatched two of his officers, Captain

William Johnson and a Major Smith, to Galveston where they de¬
livered a letter to Jean Laffite asking him to cooperate in
the efforts of Long and his men to set Texas free.

Laffite

received the men kindly and wrote a long letter to Long in
reply.

In this letter he praised the intentions of Long and

offered to aid him in all things, if he might have a more
positive understanding of those intentions.
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He spoke dis-

couragingly of the former filibustering expeditions that had
ended in complete failure but encouraged the American by the
information that the Spanish army of Arrendumdo was not so
large as Long had suooosed and that Laffite's agents at San
v/

Antonio gave news of disaffection toward the Spanish govern¬
ment there.

He agreed to the suggestion of an admiralty court

at Galveston, and politely hoped that the meeting between the
two leaders urged by Captain Johnson might take place.

Pierre

Laffite was absent on one of his mysterious errands, and Jean
was therefore unable to leave the island and also unable to
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make any positive arrangements.
With this adroit and noncommital letter, Long was
forced to satisfy himself for the present.

B'eforev:A^guig$ 2, he

sent another deputation to Galveston for the

purpose of open¬

ing a port of entry and establishing a court of admiralty at
that place.

Major Smith was one of the men sent, but he was

subordinate to the other agent, General Horatio Bigelow.

These

two men were also well received at Galveston and when they re¬
turned to Lons’s headquarters at Nacogdoches early in September
they bore pleasant tidings of the good will of the inhabitants
v

s
of Galveston.

C

Therefore the supreme council of the young

Texas Bepublic, determined to declare Galveston as a port of

68
entry and delivery.and to fortify Point Boliver.
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Later, probably in September, Long sent a
third mission to Laffite, the chief messenger this time
being Colonel James Gaines, who was very fond of talking
about this visit to Laffite in later years.

He described

Laffite
"as a well-made and handsome man, about
six feet two inches in height, strongly
built, large hazel eyes, black hair, and
generally wore the moustache. His favorite
dress was a species of green uniform, an
otter skin cap, which he wore a little over
the right eye.
He was gentlemanly in his
deportment, of sober habits, and very thought¬
ful.
Independently of his own language, he
spoke Spanish and English fluently. He was
of retired habits, rarely associated with
his followers, and seldom smiled.
He was of
a generous disposition, and, if not a $an
of'~learning, his personal appearance invested
him with considerable influence over his fol¬
lowers. He nunished fraud and disobedience
of his orders with great severity.
Those who
composed his band were of every nation, and
every shade of color, many of whom had fled
from the hands of justice.
Even Indians were
no uncommon visitors at the settlement, par¬
ticularly the Coshattas, some squaws of which
tribe lived with his men."
70
From testimony of Gaines also comes the story
of Laffite's difficulty with the Carancahua's: It seems, ac¬
cording to Gaines, that the Caranchuas who traded with the
men of Campeche, were ordered away from the camp for stealing
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some goods, and an enmity was caused between the two races.
Another,

and perhaps more potent, reason for the enmity of the

Oarancahuas was the capture of a squaw by one of Laffite's men.
At any rate, the Indians determined on revenge, and awaited
their chance until four men went hunting on the island some
distance from Campeche where a party of Caranchuas set upon
them and' killed them.

In retaliation, Laffite led out a

large party of men to the Carancahua camp at a spot on the is¬
land known as Three Trees.

Here, in three days-*- skirmish,

the privateersmen killed some thirty Indians and forced them
to leave the islands.

While Gaines was at Galveston, a party

of them ventured back, but were again driven away by a party
of Laffite’s men who were accompanied on the excursion by their
70
visitor.
September 30, Laffite sent a return deputation
to Long at Nacogdoches.

The two men he sent, Messrs. Davis

and Lacaze, were both New Orleans lawyers, and were more than
competent to make arrangements for Laffite with Long1s Supreme
Council for the organization of a government at Galveston. In
the letter sent with them, Laffite is very cordial to the
American and regrets his inability to come to Nacogdoches for
a private interview, but he could not leave Galveston in the
absence of Pierre, who had returned from Washington to New
71
Orleans, but was unable to come back to Galveston so early.
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The Supreme Council promptly appointed Jean
Laffite as governor of Galveston.
Long set out for Galveston.

Some time later, General

As to this journey, the accounts

are confused, but it would seem that he did not reach Galveston
before the news of the approach of a Spanish army reached him.
At the village of the Coochatie Indians where he had a post,
this alarming news was given to the general.

Instead of turning

back immediately, Long hastened on to the island.

There he saw

Laffite, who was October 9, appointed governor of Galveston.
Laffite was installed as governor, but he seems to have ren¬
dered no great aid to the '.harassed commander, who hurried
back toward his headquarters.

Already it was too late, if

indeed there had ever been any chance of saving the scattered
costs of the adventurers.

The Spanish forces came down uoon
72
them and rapidly took them all.
The men of the defeated army dispersed over

a ’vide territory and a good part of them straggled back
across the Sabine.

Some, however, found their way to Gal¬

veston where they found shelter in the town of Campeche, just
as had the refugees from the disastrous attempt by a few
Napoleonic exiles to found a settlement uo the Trinity in
73
1818.
During 1820, Long scent his time organizing a
new expedition in New Orleans and gathered his scattered
forces at his camp at Point Bolivar not very far from Gal¬
veston.

He probably saw Laffite frequently and cordial re-
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lations continued between them.

The governor of Galveston

may have done his share toward aiding the formatio'n of the
new expedition of Long that was destined for a more glorious
but not a more fortunate career than the earlier one. But
Laffite was, even before the debacle of Long1e forces in
October,

in difficulties with the United States government.

Matters grew steadily worse.
At just about the time that the

"Jupiter, a vessel

with a long and disreputable career as a privateer, was going to
sea in atnew guise as the first privateer of the new Texas Re¬
public,

the United States revenue cutter Alabama. Captain Jarius

Loomis, captured a privateer off the mouth of the Mississippi.
The commander of the captured ship was one Lafage, who offered
a commission signed in blank by Amable Humbert who had be.en one
of Aury1s officers.

The privateer had a prize in oompany, and

when she was accosted by the revenue cutter, refused to accede
to search.

Some shots were exchanged, but shortly the cutter

captured both the privateer and her prize and took them into
the Bayou St. John.

The men were charged with piracy and taken

to New Orleans, where considerable agitation was made in their
favor.

The privateer was one belonging to Jean Laffite and her
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crew claimed that they had been acting strictly within the rights
of their commission.

Nevertheless the sixteen men who werfe tried

November 22, 1819, was all pronounced pirates and December 30,
Judge Hall pronounced sentence of death upon them.

They were sen¬

tenced to be hanged, although they continued to protest their in¬
nocence.

Threats against the court and the government were made

all over New Orleans, and the companies of citizen volunteers were
ordered by the governor to patrol the streets every night.

The

United States courts were determined to stamp out the dangers of
the Spanish main.^
The name of Laffite was also becoming odious through
the piracies that were being committed on the banks of the Missis¬
sippi .

As early as August 21, 1819, Niles' Weekly Register was

publishing remarks concerning the crimes committed in Louisiana
by pirates.
gerated;

Doubtless, the accounts of "sa.vage abuse" were exag¬

the raids consisted simply in quiet visits to Plantations

for the purpose of stealing produce, live stock, and slaves.

The

matter of these raids became extremely important, when two open
boats belonging to the Galveston establishment and bearing com¬
missions from Humbert, descended on the plantation of one Mr. Lyon,
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or Lion on the Mermentau river.

They took some of his slaves

and money and sailed away, hut they did not get far.

They were

pursued by the United States cruizer, the Lynx, Captain John
R. Madison,^ who pressed them so close that they ran aground
in the mouth of the Sabine.

William Brown, who had been in com¬

mand of the boats, and some of his men, got ashore and fled.
The Lynx having taken the two boats and arrested six men, prompt¬
ly sailed to Galveston.

Here November 5 he seized a small boat

belonging to the Galveston establishment and proceeded to lie be¬
fore Laffite's port without taking any immediate action.
therefore, sent a message out,
dure,

Laffite,

inquiring the cause of this proce¬

stating that the port was in the possession of the republic

of Texas, under the authority of which he was governor of Galves¬
ton.

He requested Madison to send an officer ashore and offered

to receive him with all hospitality.

He also sent to the Ameri¬

can officer an account of the punishment of four men who were
guilty in the Mermentau river affair.

They had, it seems, ar¬

rived at Galveston after a journey overland, and had promptly been
faced with a trial.

They were found guilty, and the leader,

William Brown, had been hanged without further ado.

The other

three offenders had been exiled, but men had been sent in pursuit
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of them by Laffite who 'was anxious to make his re ace with the
United States.
Madison was unable to land because of the constant
danger of his schooner being blown off by the heavy wind, but
<he

sent ashore'one of his officers, J. McIntosh, who carried to

Laffite a note thanking him for his acti-ons and promising to
return th£

passage boat seized three days before.

McIntosh

was well received, and the prisoners,' who had evidently been
brought back to Galveston by the party sent in pursuit of them,
were delivered into American hands.

In return, Laffite asked

McIntosh to write a statement of the circumstances of his visit
to Long, whose displeasure was evidently feared by the Galveston
chief.
Thus were matters once more smoothed over between
Laffite and the United States government, and the privateersman
went on his devious way.

Ke commanded a fleet of three vessels

that sent out against the Sranish commerce of the Gulf in'the
summer of 1820.

The fleet consisted of two schooners and a

brig fitted out at Galveston island and well manned.

After a

cruise d.own the Gulf Goast off Tampico, Vera Cruz, and the true
Campeche,

they captured a large schooner under the walls of Sibal,
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a port in Yucatan.

From Sisal, they set sail for Cuba.

Laffite,

spying on the way ten Spanish merchantmen under convoy of a
Spanish frigate, called all his vessels together and asked his
men to advise him whether to fight or not'.

When they declared

for fighting he confessed to them that his commission as a Venzuelan privateer had expired,
tainly be punished as pirates.

and if captured, they would cer¬
This ne^vs caused forty-one men

to demand that Lafitte give them a vessel in which to return to

New

Orleans.

He agreed and gave them the brig General Victoria.^

which he.had first disarmed and later partly dismasted.

In a

>

crippled condition, the brig managed to make her way to the mouth
of the Mississippi under the care of the successful mutineers,
while Laffite continued his piratical way.
It seemed impossible in 1820 for Laffite’s men to
escape the toils of the law.

In the July term of the United

States district court in New Orleans, three more of his under¬
lings were convicted of piracy - in this particular instance,
for t he

seizure of a Spanish vessel in May, 1820.

The men ?<rere

later pardoned by President Monroe on the grounds that they
were unwilling participants in the piracy and had been deceived
in the purposes of the voyage when they joined their ship.
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The golden days of piracy in the Gulf were numbered.
March 3, 1819 the Congress of the United States had passed an act
for the purpose of protecting the commerce of the United States
and punishing the crime of piracy.

It gave the president the

cower to employ United States vessels to protect American merchant
men and to authorize the detention, capture, and trial of any ves¬
sels attempting piratical depredation,
straint of an American vessel.

search,

seizure,

or re¬

All armed ships must be able to

show their commissions, or they and their prizes were subject to
capture and condemnation.

All of these powers were already in

existence, but this act was passed to clarify and emphasize the
authority of the United States to suppress piracy.
In the ye ar 1820 one of Laffite's vessels was guilty
of another offence against an American merchantman.

A vessel was

plundered and scuttled in Matagorda Bay by the privateersmen.

An

investigation followed; the government sent a commission, com¬
posed of three New Orleans men, Davis, Johnson,
from Hew Orleans,

ana Dr. Oliver,

to inquire into the circumstances.
70

was unfavorable to Laffite.
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Their report

The time was ripe for the American navy to drive
Laffite from his haven at Galveston.
ratified the treaty of 1819,

As long as Spain had not

the government might have been

hesitant about supplying the Spanish ministers with fresh ex¬
cuses for delay.

For s year and nine months,

had been postponed for various reasons,

the ratification

one of them being the

state of affairs in Texas where an American, General James
Long, was attempting to destroy the Spanish Government.

Final¬

ly, however, the treaty was ratified by his majesty, Ferdinand
VII,

the king of Spain, October 24, 1821.

Galveston was defi¬

nitely pronounced to be Spanish territory.

This fact did not

deter the officers of the United States service from coming to
that island to disperse the privateers and banditti there as¬
sembled.

In the great campaign which the United States was be¬

ginning against piracy in the Gulf,

overnice distinctions about

raids on foreign'property could not be made.

If the pirates

were to be dispersed and punished it was absolutely necessary,
although not strictly legal,

to descend upon Spanish territorie

and wipe out the land establishments of those pirates.
In pursuance of this policy,

the United States

brig Enterprise, which had been cruising: about the gulf for the

nurpose of destroying pirates since ear].y in 1820, arrived at
Galveston.

Her commander, lieutenant Lawrence Kearney,80

was

received by Laffite with the greatest politeness and it was not
until he had been on the island for some time that he informed
Laffite of his orders to break up the Galveston establishment.
Laffite, with his quiet politeness, merely acceded,

and agreed

to get together his goods and leave the island.
He kept his word.
peche was reduced to ashes.

The once thriving town of Cam¬

All of the valuable goods c£

the

settlement were put aboard the schooners that had seen so much
service.

Laffite himself went aboard his ship, and set sail
Q-j

from Galveston never to return again.
With this departure from Galveston the life of
Laffite leaves the pages of history and once more enters the
realm of romance and myth.

To determine phot his course of

action was after 1831 is almost as difficult as discovering
material on his early life.

It is practically certain that

he merely moved his base of operations to another mart of the'
Gulf, and it can scarcely be doubted that his later activities
cover the span of but a few ye ars.

His name occurs in many

stories of the Gulf in 1821 and 1822.

63

Later in 1821, he is

supposed to have escaodd with three other men when his vessel
was captured off the coast of Cuba.^

He was named as the head.

of a murderous band operating on the Spanish main - a band wfithh which
the United States schooner Alligator was supposed to have come
83
in contact/
But none of these rumors can be proved as true.
During this time both the United States and England
had cruisers out to destroy all vessels of a piratical nature,
and the free and easy privateering that marked the day of Laffite's
prime was being rapidly wiped out.

According to the tale of the

day, Laffite himself was killed early in 1823 by a British sloop
of war that took his vessel,

manned by some sixty men,

only after

a hard battle in which Laffite ana most of his men were killdd.^
But this tale of Laffite's death is only one ofa
great number of stories, wild and stupid,

romantic.and pitiful.

According to one, Laffite was overwhelmed by nostalgia and re¬
turned to hisnnative town in France.

As a repentant sinner,

he returned to the fold of the righteous.®^

Another telle an

exciting story of a battle with the British, and of the repeated
attempts of the wounded Laffite to stab a wounded British sailor
to death, ended only when his murderous energy resulted in his •
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own death. A third tells of a terrific norther which struck
the schooner of Laffite in the autumn of 1817, and sent Laffite
to a watery gravel 87

Legends have grown thick about the end

of the pirate.
The stories which are based on something besides
pure imagination are not very numerous, and they seem to fall
into two groups; one group of tales about a death at sea early
in the third decade of the nineteenth century, and another gruup
of stories about a death in Yucatan about the middle of that
decade.

None of the evidence is at all conclusive, but it is
J

quite possible that both stories have an element of truth in
them.

There were two Laffites who were driven away from Gal¬

veston by the visit of the Enterprise in 1821.

One of them -

possibly Pierre - may have perished at sea or ended his life on
a gallows in one of the British West Indian islands, while the
other died of a-fever in the tiny village of Oillam in Yucatan.
There was certainly a well established tradition that Jean
Laffite was buried in the c amp o sa.nto of that village and visitors
to the little town many years later were told

the story of his

death and had former servants or employes of the great pirate
chief pointed out to them.
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There were many rumors that reached the fleet of
Captain David Porter sent down in 1823 to destroy piratical
establishments that there was such an establishment on the coast
<5f Yucutan, but no proof of its existence was ever found.

It

seems probable that the association of pirates had been in
existence, from the mere fact that tales were told of it as per¬
sistently as they were.

Lafitte's name had already disappear¬

ed from the stories of piracy on the Spanish main, and it neems
lilcely that he was dead before the coming of Porter to the West
Indies.

His end is hidden in mystery, and until new evidence

can be found the fate of the smuggler and the outlaw cannot be
told.
The life of Jean Laffite is,
still filled with shadows.

for the historian,

The early years are completely dark;

the middle years are comparatively bright;

the last years sink

again into the realm of half lights and uncertainty.

Notes
1. The name has usually been spelled Lafitte.
That
the correct spelling is Laffite is definitely proved by the orig¬
inal documents in the Rosenberg Library at Galveston, and also
by the signatures of letters reproduced in the appendix of Latour,
Historical memoir of the war in West Florida and Louisiana in
1814 - 1815 and in the Papers of Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar.
The
letters in Latour 's book have been reprinted a number of times,
sometimes with the name spelled correctly, sometimes incorrectly.
2. The accounts of Laffite’s birth and early life are
numerous and conflicting.
Gayarre in his Historical sketch of
Pierre and Jean Lafitte (Mag, of Am. Hist.. X.284) savs that "the
impression remains in the country that they originally came from
Bayonne - some say Bordeaux".
An anonymous and entirely un¬
reliable article in De Bow's Review. XI, 372 - 387, October, 1851,
gives their birthplace as St. Malo. Another article in the same
magazine asserts that it was Marseilles (De Bow's Review. XII,
112. February, 1852). Walker, Jackson and New Orleans. 33, calls
Laffite "a blacksmith from Bordeaux, France", while the gentleman
signing himself W.B. collected the evidence of several of Laffite's
men and gave preference to Bordeaux and Bayonne as claimants
for the doubtful honor. His article was published in the United
Service Magazine and later reproduced in Littell's living age.
XXXII, 433 - 446. A serai-fictional article signed T. ana pub¬
lished in the United Service magazine and democratic review.
Vi, 33 -42, July, 1839, says that the adventurer had been a mer-^
chant in Santo Domingo before coming to New Orleans. Evidence
published in the Lamar papers. Ill, 232, possibly gathered from
Jim Campbell, who had served under Laffite, gives his birthplace
as Brest. This evidence also states that Laffite was in 1821
about forty-five years old.
De Bow's Review. XII, 373, says he
was born about 1781. Bancroft, History of the north Mexican
states and Texas. II, 39, inclines to favor the place as Bordeaux
and the date as 1780. Most of the later accounts avoid assigning
any date to his birth.
Thus the information concerning the date
is more meagre, and, if possible, more uncertain than that con¬
cerning the place of his birth.
The tales related of his youth
are numerous and wildly rdmantic. De Bow's Review. XI, 372-5,
contains an incredible tale of highly successful privateering
against the British before 1807 and gives many circumstantial
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details that are entertaining but entirely untrustworthy.
Walker maintains that Laffite was a plain blacksmith from
Bordeaux (Jackson
and New Orleans. 33), while the accounts
given in Littell1s living age. XXXII, 434-5, vary widely.
According to one, Jean Laffite "had been captured at sea
in a French vessel, by a Spanish cruiser, taken to Cuba, and
imprisoned in the dungeons of the Havana considerable time,
so long, indeed, that his irons produced great swellings on
his wrists and ankles. After three or four years' captivity,
it was recollected a la Esoanola. that such a person was thus
incarcerated, and, as the crime for which he was imprisoned
was forgotten, no charge was brought against him and he was
liberated". His life was so embittered by this treatment
that he thereafter devoted himself to cruising against the
vessels of his oppressors. Another, atributed to Jim C-(Campbell?) narrates that Laffite had been a sailor on the
British frigate Fox, after running away to sea against the
wishes of his father. Getting into some obscure trouble, he
deserted the Fox at Deptford and joined a vessel sailing for
South America. At Cartagena, he fitted out as a privateer,
and made a number of cruises, going many times to Charleston
where he was involved in a duel fought for the favor of a
young Charleston lady who preferred a fellow townsman to the
dashing Laffite. After a time spent in cruising in the West
Indies he settled at Barataria Island.
Another story of revenge, but this time, against the
British for imprisoning him, can be found in De Bow's Review.
XIII, 101 - 102. Still a third is the story, already referred
to, that Jean Laffite was a merchant of San Domingo.who was
going to Europe with his fortune when the vessel in which he
was sailing was overhauled by a Spanish man-of-war, commanded
by a gentleman bearing the un-Spanish name of D'Alkala, who
took Lafitte's fortune and marooned him and his wife on a
sand key. As a result young Madame Laffite died and, her
husband set out to revenge himself on the Spanish as soon as
he ivas rescued by an American schooner and taken to New Or¬
leans. (Democratic review. VI, 42.)
The account in the Lamar Pacers. Ill, 232 - 234,
which was probably based on the evidence of Jim Campbell,
contains the story of Spanish imprisonment with variations,
giving the place of his capture as Malaga, and the duration
of the imprisonment until his escape as seven years. The
story of the Charleston duel is also repeated here, with the
addition of one or two details.
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Other stories with even less evidence to support
them oan be found. The whole matter is, indeed, one of con¬
flicting legend from which no truth can be drawn. New evi¬
dence will have to be discovered beforeAbiography of Laffite
laying any claim to completeness can be written.
3. Claiborne letter books? II, 97-8. 100. Walker
insists that Laffite was a blacksmith who knew "not enough of
the art of navigation to manage a jolly boat", and that Pierre
was the onlysea-going member of the family. (Jackson and New
Orleans. 33), but Walker is not to be trusted very far in his
biographical notice of Laffite, as will be shown later. On
the contrary, we have the evidence of two of Laffite's men,
John McHenry (De Bow's Review. XV, 578-3) and Jim Campbell
(Lamar papers. IV, Sec. 2, 22) that Laffite did go to sea.
4. Gayarre, Historical sketch. Magazine of American
history, X, 285. George W. Cable asserts (Century magazine.
XXV, 860) that Laffite shortly after 1808 gave up the trade
of blacksmith and became a merchant with a store in Royal
Street where he sold contraband goods and busied himself in
running siave s.
5. Magazine of American history. X, 284. The open¬
ing words of Madison's proclamation of pardon to the Baratarians,
February 6, 1815, read: "Among the many evils produced by the
wars, which, with little intermission, have afflicted Europe,
and extended their ravages into other quarters of the globe,
for a period exceeding twenty years, the dispersion of a con¬
siderable portion of the inhabitants of different countries,
in sorrow and in want, has not been the least injurious to
human happiness nor the least severe in the trial of human
virtue....many foreigners flying from the dangers of their
home...and some citizens, forgetful of their duty, had co¬
operated in forming an establishment on the island of Barrataria". Niles' Weekly register. VII, 380.
Latour, unfor¬
tunately, gives no material of the life of Laffite prior to
the War of 1812, but he states that the Barataria settlement
was made to a large extent by French privateers commissioned
at Guadeloupe who could not return to that island after its
capture by the British and consequently made their head¬
quarters at Barataria. After the French commissions expired
they took out commission from the new republic of Cartagena
and cruised against Spanish vessels (Hist, memoir. 12-).’'
6.

Magazine of Am
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7. Claiborne, the governor, wrote on this topic in
a letter to Attorney General Richard Rush, dated October 30,
1814.
Claiborne letter books. VI, 300-308,
8. Laffite in a letter to the filibuster Genera}.
Long dated July 7, 1819, says "I see with a great deal of
pleasure your intentions of taking up a cause that I have
been defending for the last eight years, and that I never
intend to abandon, that is the emancipation of the Mexican
provinces".
Letter in Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Lamar
waners. II, 31.
Too much reliance must not be placed on
this statement, but it is, at any rate, interesting,

9.
Governor William C
Vincent Gambier (Formerly a Chief of the Barataria Association)11
in a letter to Commodore Daniel Patterson, April 5, 1815.
Claiborne letter books.VI. 355.
The name occurs as Vincent
Gamble in American state oaoers. Foreign relations. IV, 104.
10. Laffite had difficulty in controlling his men
during the visit of the British, September 3, 1814. (Latour,
Hist. memoir. 17.
Walker, Jackson and Hew Orleans. 41, etc.)
Pierre Laffite's letter to John Blannue would certainly lead
one to the conclusion that Jean was not an absolute ruler.
(Latour, Hist, memoir. Ann., XIV- XV).
11. Laffite asserts in his letter to Claiborne, Sep¬
tember 10 (?), 1814, "I have never sailed under any flag but
that of the republic of Cartagena'.1
(Latour, Hist, memoir. App.,
XIV). This statement is supported by the letter of the Committee
of Safety or Defence at New Orleans to General Andrew Jackson,
September 18, 1814. (Jackson correspondence. II, 52.)
12. For the contradictory and shadowy references to
Laffite's other brothers, see especially Littell's Living age.
XXXII, 434 - 5. The name of Marc Lafite is to be found in the
list of civil appointments contained in Claiborne letter books,
IV, 385.
Legends concerning the fanily of Laffite are numerous.
He is said, variously, to have come to America with his father
and one brother, with two brothers, or with three brothers.
A story is told of Jean's being the son of a nobleman and only
foster brother to Pierre, who came of common stock, and one
amazing and ridiculous story would have Jean Lafitte a cousin
to Napoleon Bonaparte as well as nephew to John Paul Jones'.
These tales, however, belong rather to the realm of folk-lore
than that-of history, and must be passed by, no matter ho?/ en¬
trancing they may be.
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13. Samuel M. Williams asserted that the agent of
Laffite was one Paul Lanusse, but the statement is ambiguous
and meagre.
Lamar papers. III, 223 - 230.
14. Olaiborne letter books, VI, 188 - 189.
15. Latour, Hist. memoir, 13-18.
16. These figures were given to Governor Claiborne
by a revenue inspector, Thomas H. Williams March 13, 1813.
Clai¬
borne to Wilkinson, March 17, 1813,--Claiborne letter books, VI,
216 - 217.
17; Niles' Register. IV, 142.
Olaiborne letter
books, VI, 232 - 234.
Mag, of Am. hist, X, 286.
The wording of
the three versions varies considerably) the version in the Claiborne
letter books and that given by Gayarre being more nearly similar,
than either to the version in Miles' Register.
It seems probable
that the newspaper version is that of the printed proclamation,
while the others are from Claiborne's draft, corrected in the
matter of spelling and wording in the Gayarre version.
Gayarre
also gives the date of the proclamation as March 15, 1812, and he
has been copied in this inexcusable error by a number of histori¬
ans.
18. Walker, Jackson and Mew Orleans, 37.
Walker is
far from reliable, but the sending of an expedition would seem
likely.
Moreover, we have Latour's statement, previoysly referred
to, that there were unsuccessful raids on Barataria (Hist, memoir,
16 - 17.). Gayarre also speaks of these expeditions, probably
on the authority of Latour, who is usually to be relied upon (Mag,
of Am. hist.%, 288).
The unreliable and anonjnnous account of
Laffite given in De Bow's Review for October, 1851, tells a story
of an expedition against the Baratarians under the command of a
former Baratarian.
Laffite allowed the company of soldiers to
enter his establishment only to have them surrounded, and sent
back to New Orleans loaded with presents.
Walker claims that
Holmes captured both the Laffites and many of the other offenders,
only to have them released by the authorities.
It wo\ild seem more
probable that Latour's general account fitted this specific case:
that the Baratarians merely moved their headquarters until the
expedition had come and gone.
Yoakum tells the story of the cap¬
ture of the soldiers followed by Laffite's satiric generosity and
gives as his authority the De Bow's Review article and the ar¬
ticle in the United Service ,journal for 1852.
This latter reference
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is incorrect in so far,as the story of the expedition is
concerned, for the article contains no word of it, but does
mention Claiborne1s proclamation of November 23, 1813, by
which Yoakum dates the author in De Bow1s Review in incor¬
rectly placing the raid after the proclamation.
Yoakum,
History of Texes. I, 188. Later historians have usually
ignored the expedition altogether or accepted the Yoakum
version.
19. Claiborne letter books. VI, 279 - 280, Magazine
of American history. X , 287 - 8.
^unbar Rowland, the
editor of the Claiborne papers, unaccountably, spells the
name as Walker Gilbert in the proclamation, although the name
occurs early in the same volume of the Letter books as Walter
!
Gilbert (Claiborne letter books. VI, 8671
20. Pierre Francois Dubourg was a major in the
Louisiana Volunteers and collector of the port of New Orleans.
Since there is no record of his appointment in the Exeoutive
1ournal it is probable that he held that office for only a
short time in the place of, or in addition to, the regular
collector.
See King, Creole families of New Orleans (New
York, 1921), 398.
21. Magazine.of American history. X, 290.
23.

Ibid.

X, 291 - 2.

23. These details are gathered from a number of soirees:
Jackson correspondence. 56, 66-7, 81.
Niles' Register. VII,
166-7,
Littell1s living age. XXXII, 436 - 7, Magazine of Ameri¬
can History. X, 391, 293 - 4.
Latour, Hist, memoir. 14.
It is
Latour who oharges the government officials with taking bribes.
24. Claiborne letter books. VI, 316 - 217.
Niles'
register. VII, 166 - 7.
The estimate contained in the Claiborne
letter books was made by Thomas H. Williams, Collector of the Dis1
trict of Orleans March 13, 1813, and was probably nearly correct.
The report of Daniel T. Patterson to William Jones, secretary of
the Navy, under date October 10, 1814, claims that there were
from 800 to 1000 men in the forces of Laffite, but there is rea¬
son to believe that Patterson was exaggerating the number in
order to increase the decidedly slight glory he gained by the
expedition against the smugglers.
In Littell's living age.
XXXII, 437, the number of Baratarians is given as 1,100 and the
number of vessels as 13.
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25. "... at meridian, took possession of all their
vessels in harbor, consisting of six schooners under the Gartha- ^
genian flag". Patterson's report, Niles' Register, VII, 166.
The next morning, another schooner was captured. There were pro¬
bably two or threeevessels that were 1out on cruises and escaped
capture. The statement that "Lafitte s squadron consisted of a
dozen or more brigantines, polaccas, and schooners" (Littell's
living age, XXXII, 436) has often been repeated, but the author
of it seems to have had no good grounds for his asserfion, and it
is probably an exaggeration.
26. Niles' Register, VII, 133.
27. Golonel George T. Ross to General Andrew Jackson, October 3, 1814. Jackson correspondence, II, 67.
28. Memoir of Golonel Ellis P. Bean in Yoakum, His¬
tory of Texas, I, App. II, 447 - 448. The memoir is supposed to
have been written in 1816. It is a curious fact that the anony¬
mous biography of Bean in De Bow's Review, XIV, 46 - 48, contains
no reference to Laffite but staftes that Bean reached Louisiana about ten days before the great^on the eighth of January, months
after Laffite and all his men had been driven from Barataria. How¬
ever, the biography is supposedly based on the memory of Bean's
own memoir and bears no real weight.
29. Latour, Hist. memoir, App., ix. This charge may
have been made only as a vague threat and without any basis in
fact, but unless there were at least rumors to the effect that
Laffite's men had captured British ships, the threat was entire¬
ly unintelligent.
30.. 'Walker, Jackson and New Orleans, 39. Walker's
one real contribution to Laffite biographical material is his
discussion of the prosecutions of the Baratarians. Walker is not,
however, really trustworthy.
'31. The details of the Laffite prosecutions are ob¬
scure and confused. Gayarre tells a vague but coherent story of
the affair, but he includes the story of the twenty thousand dol¬
lar fee, and, evidently on the verbal testimony of Grymes himself,
continues: "The accused, when freed from the meshes of the law,
invited both counselors to come to Barataria and receibe their
pay, Grymes accepted readily; but Livingston was not disposed
vii
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to risk the adventurellll He (Grimes) was treated with princely
hospitality by the Baratarians, who insisted on his remaining
a whole week with them.
Finally, he was conducted by the Lafittes
themselves to the banks of the Mississippi, in a superb yawl load-'
ed with boxes of Spanish gols and silver.
It was amusing to hear
Grymes relate how gorgeously feasted he was at Barataria." (Mag.
of Am. hist. X, 395). Now, this state could not possibly be true.
It implies, though it does not state, that both Laffites were im¬
prisoned, v/hereas Pierre appears to have been the only one captured
by the law.
He was not freed from "the meshes of the law" until
a few days before the final destruction of Barataria; the lavish
entertainment of Grumes, and, indeed, the whole story of the visit,
on this account, becomes only an entertaining myth with some
possible, but distant basis in fact. Moreover, Pierre Laffite
was not released from prison by any process of law, and the debt
to Grymes, if any there were, was for obscure and probably disre¬
putable services.
32. Latour, Hist. memoir, 17 - 18. De Bow's Review,
XI, 378 - 379. Walker, Jackson and New Orleans. 40 - 43. Mag.
_of
hist., X, 295 - 296.
The date of the British arrival is
given in De Bow's Review and Walker's book as September 3, and
Laffite stated specifically in his letter to John Blanque, dated
September 4,' 1814, that J^s-terday, the 3d of September there
appeared here, under^a flagiafe! truce, a boat coming from an En¬
glish brig.
Hist, memoir, App. xli.
Though Latour is
usually reliable and was obviously familiar with the letter in
question, he unaccountably gives the date as September 3, and he
has been qidely copied.
The British ship is called Sophie by the
anonymous writer int the United Service ,journal (Littell1 s living
age, XXXII, 437) ahd is spoken of as an armed brig by Latour, but
she is specifically called "H.M. sloop Sophia" in the Latour ver¬
sion of the instructions to her captain, Nicholas Lockyer (Latour,
Hist, memoir? App., x), although- the newspaper version altered it
to "his majesty's ship Sophia'^Niles1 Register, VII, 134).
33. It seems quite unaccountable that the private
instructions given by one officer to another should be promptly
handed over to the third party concerned.
It seems to ms that
the possible explanation is that this letter was not given by
Lockyer to Laffite but was taken by Laffite's men from the Bri¬
tish officer.
34. American state capers. Foreign relations, IV,
547.
A copy of this letter is also to be‘found in Debates and
proceedings in the Congress of the United States.... Fifteenth
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Congress, second session, 1949 - 1950.
This together with the other
letters laffite got possession of on that occasion are reproduced
in Latour, Hist, memoir, Appendix, vii - xi, and in Niles' Register,
VII, 133 - 135. Parts of the^ usually based on the Latour version,
have been often printed.
Latour(Hist. memoir, 1?) refers to Captain
McWilliams as Captaim Williams, and W.B. in the United Service jour¬
nal article followed this error(Littell's living age, XXXII, 437)."
35. Practically every biographer of Laffite has said
that he was offerd a captaincy in the British navy by Captain Lockyer, but in the letters, it is Edward Nicholls, commander in the
array, who offered Laffite a commission.
The later biographies are
probably merely following Latour who asserts that Lockyer offered
a captaincy in the British service to Laffite(Hist, memoir, 19).
It is, of course, possible that Lockyer did make such an offer in
the conversation with Laffite, and the navy would seem to be the
logical branch of the service for him to enter but the Nicholls
letter leads to the other conclusion.
36. Latour, Hist. memoir. 30 - 21.
This v7hole in¬
cident is father incomprehensible.
The men of Laffite had al¬
ready been once persuaded not to molest the British, and the
seizure seems to have been rather illogical. Laffite had been
accused of ordering them seized, but suoh action would have been,
at best, rather pointless.
Just where Laffite went during his
absence is another mystery.
W.B. claims (Littell1s living age,
XXXII, 437) that during this time Laffite, in disguise, carried
the British dispatches to Governor Claiborne, but this bit of ro¬
mance is canceled by the indisputable proof that Laffite sent the
letters to John Blanaue, and did not even send them until September
4, 1814.
37. Latour, Hist. memoir, App., xi - xlii.
38. Ibid., xii - xiii. Blanque had been in 1804 the
French commercial agent for the port of New Orleans, and as such
dealt with all French privateers .coming there.
The connection of
Blanque with Laffite thus seems to strengthen somewhat the sup¬
position that Laffite had been the commander of a French privateer.
Claiborne letter books, II, 385.
39. Century magazine, XXV, 864.
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Afthur, Story of the

battle of Hew Orleans, 37.
Arthur gives the name Gif the Laffite
messenger as Raucher, but Latour calls him Rancher.
(Hist, memoir,
23)
Jackson correspondence.

II, 58.

Latour, Hist.

memoir, App.,xxx.
41. Latour, Hist, memoir, App., xiii - xiv.
other letters, see Ibid., v - vii, xiii, xiv - xv.

For the

42. Hist, memoir. 253 - 254.
Walker, 45 - 48.
It
is Walker who claims that Patterson and Ross were not entirely
guided by disinterested motives. Latour must not have known very
much about the expedition, since all his narrative of it was added
to the book in the form of a note, but.,his account of the meeting
to decide at the last minure is the most trustworthy.
John Spencer
Bassett (Jackson correspondence, II, 66)
in a footnote to the
account of the expedition given by Colonel Ross says: "Colonel Ross
commanded the 44th Regiment of Infantry.
Jackson considered the
immunity that the pirates had enjoyed in Louisiana a national
disgrace, and issued orders that they should be broken up.
Colo¬
nel Ross's report shows that it was not a difficult thing to do."
It is quite true that Jackson was in favor of destroying the estab¬
lishment at Barataria, but one has to go no farther than Ross's
own report to discover that Jackson did not issue orders for its
destruction"
"...my letter of the 8th September gave you," writes
Ross," the information of the intended attack on the Pirate Lafites
Establishment....! embark... the Governor have requested my person¬
al services." See also Claiborne letter books. VI, 291, on this
.subject.
The fact that Barataria was easily taken is no reason
for saying 'that the taking of Barataria was per se an easy task;
the Laffites were absent from Barataria purposely, and the smug¬
glers refused to give battle to soldiers bearing the American
flag although thay had a well defended harbor and might have
worked much damage with their twenty cannon.
43. Yoakum, quite unaccountably accepts the story
of the raid given in the romantic life of Laffite published in
De Bow's Review, 1851.
This article was acknowledged by the
editor of the Review to be stictly untrustworthy.
The date for
the raid given by the anonymous author and copied by Yoakum
(Hist, of Texas, I, 188 - 189)
and Bancroft (Hist, of north
Mex. states, II, 40)
is June, 1814, rather than September.
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44. Niles' Register. VII, 111.
This was undoubt¬
edly a great exaggeration, but Patterson wrote that "The amount
of prizes and prize goods will probably be considerable." This
fact strengthens somewhat "Walker's argument that Patterson and
Ross insisted on the raid in order to get the prize money.
Cer¬
tainly the two of them were deliberately unfair to Laffite, for
both of them speak of the letter of Laffite to Lockyer, of which
they found a copy at the island, as an acceptance of the British
terms — a construction the letter simply will not bear.
45. The report of Commodore Danuel T. Patterson to
the Honorable William Jones, secretary of the Navy, under date
October 10, 1814, is printed in Niles' Register. VII, 166 - 167,
November 19, 1814; the report of Colonel George T. Ross to Major
General Andrew Jackson, dated October 3, 1814, is printed in the
Jaokson correspondence. II, 66 - 68.
The two accounts agree
almost perfectly, but the matter of the number of prizes is a lit¬
tle confused.
Ross states positively that eight prizes were
brought to New Orleans, but says that a brig and tt?o schooners
were burnt at Barataria. Patterson claims that there were only
ten Baratarian ships in harbor when the expedition arrived,and
says that one schooner escaped in the night.
This would leave
but six prizes in his possession upon arrival at New Orleans, un¬
less the General Bolivar, which had been ordered to follow to
New Orleans be counted in.
On the other hand Patterson gives the
entire number of boats in the squadron before the escape of the
schooner as seventeen.
Omitting the barges from the account, we
find that there were eight vessels that went on the expedition:
the Carolina, the Seahorse, and six gunboats.
This would leave
the number of captured ships at nine — a figure agreeing with
Ross.
Moreover, Ross ia quoted in the Niles' Register, VII, 83,
October 23. 1814, as having written to Major Reynolds September
19, 1814, "we are in possession of all the flotilla, except a
sch'r that was burnt to the water'>s edge, that were here, say
seven fine sch'rs and felucas, armed and unarmed. We have this
moment returned from taking a fine sch'r outside of the island."
46., Latour, Hist. memoir, 24 - 25.
Claiborne let¬
ter books. VI, 297, 301, 334.
Jackson correspondence. II, 54, 56,
63.
In a quotation from a letter from Claiborne to Jackson, Latour writes: "Since the pirates of Barataria had been dislodged
from Grande Terre, they have taken post at Last lelamd, near the
mouth of Bayou Lafourche."
Yet the letters in the Claiborne letter
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books and Jaokson correspondence, lead to the conclusion that most
of the fugitives finally arrived in New Orleans.
47. Laffite seems to have waited upon Jackson in
person, if Latour's story (Hist, memoir. 71) is true. Hunt in
his Life of Edward Livingston, 202-264, claims that it was
Livingston who persuaded Jackson to look with a more favorable
eye on the Laffites.
W. B. (Littell's living age. XXXII, 438)
attributes it to Olaiborne.
Gayarre (Mag, of Am hist.. 313)
insists that Laffite did waited on Jackson in person.
Yoakum
(Hist. of Tex. I, 192) attributes the change in Jackson's at¬
titude to one of his favorites, Colonel Ellis P. Bean, on the
authority of letters from Bean to Captain William Shaw. Another
story attributes the move to one of Laffite's men, one Mery.
48. The resolution is printed in Jackson corres¬
pondence. II, 114, the proclamation of Governor Claiborne in
Latour, Hist, memoir. 255, and Claiborne letter books. VI, 325.
49. Latour, Hist, memoir. App., clxxvii.
The other
material on Dominique and Belu&he can be found in the same vol¬
ume, pages 72, 122, 133, 148, 229 - 230.
50. De Bow's Review. XII, 112, 222.
The incurable
romanticist who wrote the bloodthirsty article published earlier
in the same magazine gave Laffite a memorable/\in the battle(De
Bow's Review. XI, 382 - 383) and Arthur (Story of the battle.
41) says that Jean Laffite was sent to Barataria to guard against
a rear attack from the Gulf while Pierre Laffite had a "position
of trust" in the battle of New Orleans.
This is quite plausible,
but the matter is of little importance.
Gayarre, on the verbal
testimony of an eye witness, tells how Jackson took a great in¬
terest in Dominique, Beluche, and their men, and relates a rather
pointless and legenday anecdote concerning that interest.
See
Mag. of Am. hist..X. 394) .
51. This story is retold by a gentleman signing
himself W. H. K. in De Bow's Review. XIII, 204 - 205, from the
story told him by Robert L. Cobb who had been a surgeon in Coffee's
brigade.
The story has an unexpected ring of sincerity and truth,
and wherever it can be tested proves itself fairly accurate. Goffeexvrote Jackson as to raiding the Laffite cache (Jackson corres¬
pondence. II, 114, n.)
and he did have a regiment 11 absent four
miles,-fdraging!'o#hen the orders of Jackson arrived.
On the other
hand, W. H. K. must err in saying that Captfcin Gordon was at the
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head of the raiding party, for it was Captain Gordon who drought
the orders to Coffee (Coffee to Jackson, December 17, 1814, Jackson correspondence, II, 117) at eight o'clock in the evening of
December 16, 1814 — not at two o'clock in the afternoon.
The
incident is thus proved to be neither entirely true nor entirely
legendary.

52.
Niles' R
1815.
The proclamation has been published many times in whole
or in part.

53.
American
104.
Yoakum gives the name as Vincent Gamble, and claims that hewas in an expedition against Mexico under the command of Toledo,
but he seems to have no basis for the statement except for the
fact that the name appears in a list of persons prosecuted for
aiding "the Governments of the United Provinces and of the Uni¬
ted Provinces of Mexico." The list is headed by the name of
Jose Alvary (Alvarez) Toledo, but Garabier was not connected with
Toledo for we find Claiborne writing to Patterson, April 5, 1815,
(Claiborne letter books. VI, 355)
that he believed that a "Ves¬
sel which sailed from this Port" was in command of Gambier, a
former Baratarian who would use it to prey on Spanish commerce
illegally.

54.
Littell'
XVIII, 123.
Lamar papers. 111,228 - 230, V, 351.
De Bow's Review.
XI, 384. Yoakum, Hist, of Tex.. I, 192.
Yoakum says that Laffite furnished a schooner to take Bean and his munitions from
New Orleans to Nautla, and that Bean gave Laffite at some time
a Mexican privateer's commission which was confirmed by the re¬
publican government of Mexico.
The same author asserts that :
"After a visit to Washington city in which he (Laffite) squandered
his wealth with princely profusion, he endeavourd to establish his
headquarters at Port-au-Prince, but failed." As authority for the
statement ass to Port au Prince, he refers to "Letter of Collector
Chew; American State Papers, vol. xi, p. 351".
In the American
state papers, Foreign relations.IV, 134 - 138, occur the letters
of Beverley Chew which must have appeared in Vol. XI,of the earlier
edition.
They speak at length of Aury and Laffite, but they
contain no statement to the effect that Laffite personally was
ever at Port au Prince.
The story that Laffite went to Washington
has been generally cried down, by Samuel M. Williams, who met one
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of the Laffites — probably Pierre — in Washington in 1819, claim¬
ed that that Laffite with his father and brother had been at Balti¬
more at some earlier time outfitting a ship.
The two years Febru¬
ary, 1815 - July, 1817 are, like many others of Laffite’s life,
greatly confused and utterly dark for the biographer.
55. Yoakum( Hist. of Tex.. I, 185) andcBaiicfoft(Hist.
of the north Mex. states. II, 37) give this date as April 6, on
the authority of a letter from oneof Aury's men, one Vincente Pazos, reproduced in the American state gapers.
I have been unable
to locate this letter in the later edition of the American state
papers, and the date is given positively as April 5 by Espagnol.
See Am. s. p.. For, rel.,IV,. 138.
56. American state papers. For. rel., IV, 132 - 138.
Kennedy, I, 293 - 295.
Ypakura, I, 190 - 192, App.III, 453 - 456.
Yoakum gives the "Register of proceedings at Galveston, April 15,
1817 and on board the schooner Jupiter April 20, 1817, as well as
the affidavits of John Ducoign, ex-judge of the admiralty and Rd.
Espagnol, ex-notary of the government." In the iegister seven
persons are recited as present at the meeting, whereas Espagnol
swore October 7, 1817, that there were byt six men present. Louis
Itourribarria was the extra one, according to Yoakum, Jean Jannet,
according to Kennedy.
There is some confusion as to names in the
various documents.
The governor is called in Kennedy,Durieux; in
Yoakum, Louis Derieux; in the American state papers, Burier.
The
A. Pirroneau, Jr. of the April 15 minutes in Yoakum appears in
Kennedy and the American state papers as Pereneau.
Lafon is in
all the Yoakum documents called Lafou.
Kennedy gives the Christian
name of Espagnol as Raymond— the name given at the beginning of
his deposition 4- but the deposition is signed Richard Espagnol,
and it is this form of the name that appears in Yoakum.
The
government as described by Espagnol consisted of: Durier(or Louis
Derieux), governor; John Ducotng, judge of the admiralty; Richard
Espagnol, notary public and secretary; Pereneau (A. Pironneau, Jr.)
major du place; Rousselin, collector.
The meeting on board the
Jupiter approved "the proceedings of the 17th of this month, under
which they named the citizen Colonel Louis Derieux military com¬
mandant, the citizen J. Ducoing as judge of the admiralty, the cit¬
izen R. Espagnol as secretary of the public treasury, all of whom
have been recognized by the provincial assembly; and at the same
time the citizen Jean Jannet was appointed marine commandant of the
place, with all the necessary powers."
The date April 17 was evi¬
dently an error for April 15, since the appointments are same.
It
seems quite improbable that Laffite would have been the motive force
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of a government that would name Jean Jannet to control its novel
affairs unless the name was an alias for-Jean Laffite — a sup¬
position that is insupioortable, especially in view of the fact
that Laffite later commanded the government in his own name.
The government of April 15 seems to have had no legal basis
whatever, while the later Laffite government had commissions signed
by Humbert, who was under the command of Aury. The whole matter
is misty, but the documents seem to bea.r the interpretation I
have set upon them as well or better than the usual interpretation.
57. Yoakum (Hist, of Tex,. 193 - 194'): gives this
information. Aury wrote a letter on July 23 to Chew, but it never
reached that gentleman. However, a duplicate was enclosed in a
letter from the same doughty commander to the same critical col¬
lector dated at sea July 31, 1317. American state -papers, For.
rel., IV, 136.
58. This worthy dictated his memoirs to M. B. Lamar
June 10,1855, and they prove to be fairly correct in points where
they are capable of proof. Yet they differ in many points from
the reminiscences of the same gentleman given to W. B. and pub¬
lished in the United Service Journal(Littell's living age) XXXII,
433 - 446). See Lamar pacers, IV, pt. 2, pm. 18 - 24.
59. De Bow's Review, XIII, 380 - 381. The descendants
of Resin P. Bowie have denied that the Bowies were slave traders,
but there seems to be no reason -for doubting the testimony given
by John J. Bowie himself. Though his memoirs may be- inexact in
some details, it is very hard to believe that they are wrong in the
general outline.
60.. This valuable bit of information is derived
from a document in the Rosenberg Library. It is dated"Ohamp den
Campeche a I'isle de St. Louis, le 15 rnai, 1818" and signed" "J
Laffite, President Commune de Campeche". The purpose of the
document is to commission Jao de la Porta (J. Bte. Belaporte?)
supercargo for the trade of thei-Parangueux (Carancahuas?)
61. Lamar papers, Iv, pt. 2, pt>. 19 - 20. Littell's
living age, XXXII, 443 - 444. The two accounts of marotte, both
given by Campbell, have glaring differences, but the affair of
his exact punishment is nearly the same in the two stories.
62. American state papers, Foreign relations,IV, 130.
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63. American state capers. IV, 138 - 144, 183 - 184,
The protest of Luis de Onis, dated January 8, 1818, is to be found
in the same vlume, p. 463.
64. Ibid., IV, 393.
T'he Director confessed that he
had never heard of any such places'as Amelia Island and Galveston.
The report of a similar conversation with the secretary of the gov¬
ernment at Buenos Ayres in the same vlume, p. p. 371.
Someof the
expostulations of Luis de Onis on the subject of Galveston are to
be found on pp.
450 - 451.
65. Ibid., 623 - 625.
The treaty was signed February
23, 1819, by Adams and by Onis, who is designated as "the most ex¬
cellent Lord Don Luis de Onis Gonsalez Lopez y Vara, lord of the
town of Rayaces, perpetual regidor of the corporation of the city
of Salamanca, lcnight grand cross of the royal American order of
Isabella the Catholic^ decors.ted with the lys of La Vendee, knight pencioner of the royal and distinguished Spanish order of Charles
the Third, member of the supreme assembly of the said royal order,
of the council of His Catholic Majesty, his secretary, with exer¬
cise of decrees, and his envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo¬
tentiary near the United States of America."
66. A detailed account of Long's expedition isto be
found in a manuscript biography of James Long by Barnes F. Lathrop.
See also: Yoakum, Hist, of Tex.. I, 199 - 204, 207; Bancroft, Hist,
of the north ilex, states. II, 49,ff. A lengthy account of the ex¬
pedition is to be found in Lamar papers. Vol II.
67. M. B. Lamar had this letter translated, and the
translation is published in Lamar papers. I, 30 - 32. The same let¬
ter written in French and evidently the original manuscript, is now
at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston.
Captain Johnson seems to
have been in command of this deputation.
This Smith is quite pos¬
sibly not the Major Smith of the later expedition to Galveston, but
I am inclined to identify the two, in spite of the faort that Smiths
swarmed to the Long expedition. Dixon, Romance and tragedy of Tex¬
as history. 71, 74.
68. The Kentucky Reporter. September 22, 1819, es¬
tablishes the date for the departure of Bigelow and Smith to Gal¬
veston as a few days previous to August 2.
F. W. Winkler's notes
on the- Texas Republican, the newspaper established at Nacogdoches
by Long's men, Tex. Hist. Quart., VI, 163 - 164, VII, 242 - 243.
Lamar in his biography of James Long states (Lamar papers, II, 60)

that Bigelow remained at Galveston where he abandoned himself
to perpetual drunkenness and so disgusted laffite that all
connection was broken between them.
One of the prime reasons
for Long’s personal visit to Galveston was to remove the drun¬
ken agent.
But there can be no doubt that Bigelow went to Gal¬
veston and returned to Nacogdoches before September 11, when the
ne?;spaper contained an item beginning, "Adj. Gen. Bigelow and
Major. Smith have returned from Galveston, via the port of Trinity"v
The news of the budding alliance of Long and Laffite was noted
by the American newspapers, from which Mr. Winkler has taken the
items they copied from the Nacogdoches paper.
Niles’ Register.
XVII, 31 - 2, September 11, 1819, published a portion of Long's
declaration of the independence of Texas, followed by this note:
"There are various reports about men marching to join the forces
of the 'supreme council'.
Recruits are said to be expectedxrom
Sundry places, and an alliance is to be formed with General
Lafitte, of Galveztown!I Y.e believe the whole is a bubble, and
will eventuate in the destruction of all persons engaged in
it save such as escape by running away.
It is an affair in which we
cannot take side with the 'patriots'."
Throughout the expedition
Niles was hostile to Long.

69.
Littell* s livi
Dixon, Romance and tragedy of Texas history. 71, 74.
Yoakum. I,
200 - 201.
It is possible that Gaines made his journey to Gal¬
veston not at this tin© at all, but during the expedition of
1821, for the headquarters of Long aie spoken of as "then at
Anahuao", but the date is explicitly given as 1819.
Also it is
said that "subsequently General Long went in person to Galveston,
but nothing was effected by the excursion".
Who the other mem¬
bers of the Gaines party were is not definitely known.
Abney, in
3
hi* Life and adventures of L. D. Laffertv. page 219, claims that
Lafferty accompanied him, and also tells a story of Lafferty's
going to Galveston where he saw Laffite and Aury before the de¬
parture of the latter.
But this book is patently compounded of
lies, and is doubtless, in error here.
"W. B." speaks of the
companion as Captain H., and it is probable that he was Warren
D.C. Hall.
See Lamar capers. II, 75.
70. Littell*
History of Texas. I, 197.

s

living age.

71. Lamar pacers.

XXXII, 442 - 3.

Yoakum,

I, 34.

72. Ibid, II, 60, 64.
There is some doubt as to
whether Long actually went to Galveston or turned back when
news of the'Spanish army reached him.
But, the date of the
opening of Galveston as a port of entry (Niles' Register.3 XVII,
395, Feb. 5, 1820) was October 9, and this fact 'would certainly
seem to indicate that Long actually went to Galveston.
See
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also: Bancroft, History of the north Mexican states. II, 49;
Yoakum, History of Texas. I, 201;
Littell's living age. XXXII.
449.
73. For an account of this settlene nt see Jesse
Siddall Reves, Napoleonic exiles in America: a study in American
dinlomatic history. 1815 - 1819. "(Baltimore, 1905). ""
74. ;Niles* Register. XVII, 111, 128, 320, 335, 400,
October 16, 1819 - February 5, 1820.
75. John R. Madison had been commissioned lieuten¬
ant July 84, 1813 and commanded the schooner, Lynx.:, on the Gu] f
in 1820 and 1821.
Naval Registers for 1820 and-1821.
A.S.P.
Naval Affairs. I, 6299, 700.
76. Niles' Register. XVII, 395 - 6, February 5, 1820.
The Galveston correspondence is here reproduced.
Other material
on the Merment&u river affair can be found in Campbell's narra¬
tive where the chief of the expedition is called Juana instead of
Brown.
Lamar papers. II, 20.
It is said that Laffite refused
at first to commission Juana, and finally agreed to do so only
after telling him that if he ever committed^depredations on
any but Spanish vessels, he should be hanged. * "W. B." (Littell1s
living age. XXXII, 443) tells the story correcting the name to
Brown and adding the material found in.the letters published in
Niles' Register.
He also says that another of Laffite's men,
one Francis, was hanged for a similar offence and, to confuse
matters a little further, some memoirs not ascribed to anyone
but possibly taken from the testimony of Campbell, tells of-fee
hanging of Captain Brown "on the same gallows on which Juana had
been executed".
(Lamar pacers. Ill, 234).
Yoakum (History of
Texas, I, 202 - 3) makes the mistake of assuming that the letter
written by Laffite was written after the captain had been in¬
formed of the punishment of the offenders.
He has, moreover,
used the version of the letter and the story of the letter given
in De Bow's Review. XI, 384.
This article is one of the most
untrustworthy of all the untrustworthy stories of Laffite.
See
also Niles' Register. XVI, 431, XVII, 287, 376.
77. This diverting tale *?as told by one of the
mutineers, John McHenry, to John Henry Brown and was published
in De Bow's Review. XV, 572 - 3. McHenry's memory as to dates
was admittedly poor; he placed this event in the year 1816 or
1817, but immediately afterwards he recounts his adventures in
the 1881 expedition of General Long which he also misdates.
The year for the cruise under Laffite is fixed approximately
by this item quoted from the New Orleans Advertiser in the
Niles' Register. XIX, 80, September 30, 1820: "Lafitte's armed
brig is in the river - the crew having mutinied and put her of¬
ficers on shore, brought her in, and delivered her up to the
officers of the customs at the Balize".
This agrees with all
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of McHenry1s statements except as to the fate of Laffite and his
officers.
78. Niles' Register. XIX, 352, January 20, 1821.
79. Littell's living age. XXXII, 444.
80. Lawrence Kearney was horn in New Jersey and had
been commissioned lieutenant March 6, 1813.
He was an able
commander even this early in his career, and did his share toward
making the Gulf safe for American merchantmen.
\

81. There is considerable doubt about the date of
Laffite's departure from Galveston.
It is ouite possible that
this event occurred in 1820.
Moses Austin, when examined by
the Governor of Texas, Oolonel Don Antonio Martinez, at San An¬
tonio December 23, 1820, stated that; "Lafitte has abandoned
Galveston Island, after having been attacked by an American
frigate, and that the President of Congress had offered 500
Dollars for the apprehension of Long.
That Lafitte repaired to
South America, but that, on his departure from Galveston, he cap¬
tured an American ship, and put to death all her crew, except two
men who made good their escape".
(Austin naners. II, part 1,
370 - 1).
Yet, in a letter to Baron de Bastrop January 16, 1812,
he says "The President has sent to the Gulf two armed Frigates
against Laffitte". (Austin papers. II, part 1, 381).
According to Lamar, Mrs. Jane Long, the widow of
James Long, claimed that when she arrived at Galveston, "The
little village which had sprung up under the prosperous opera¬
tions of this singular adventurer was smoking in ruins."
She
and her husband were both invited to a parting dinner.
She ac¬
cepted the invitation though her husband was too busy to go.
This dinner was supposed to have been given early in April, 1820,
although the whole incident seems, at best, to be doubtful. (La¬
mar papers, II, 76 - 77.).
Don Felix Trudeau writingea'l.letteriinoSeptembey,
1820, said "It appears certain that Lafitt and various others
have retired from Galvezton, & gone to Santa Marta a province
of Venezuela." (Lamar papers. II, 77)
On "the other hand, Campbell says positively that
the departure took place in 1821.
(Lamar papers. IV, pt. 2, 21)
The story of the scuttling of the ship in Matagorda and the con¬
sequent events are told by W.B.(Litteil1s living age, XXXII, 444)
Yoakum, Bancroft, and most others have taken this account.
82. Niles' Register. XXI, 258. December 22, 1821.
83. Ibid., XXII,

221 - 222,
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264 - 265.

84. Ibid, XXIV, 114. This legend is probably only
a confused story of the British capture of the piratical vessel,
the Saragoziana, Saragariana. or Zarag&zana. It was in an attempt
to capture this vessel that "the gallant Lieutenant Allen" fell.
His death did much to accelerate the sending of a large fleet of
vessels to the Gulf for the purpose of destroying the -oir ates there,
85. De Bov/1 S Review, XIII, 101 - 8. The writer seems
blissfully unaware of Laffite's career in Texas.
86. De Bow1s Review, XI, 386-7.
87. Walker, Jackson s.nd New Orleans, 59 - 60. So far
as I can.discover this story was original with Walker, who probably
found that the easiest way to preserve his contention that Laffite
was never 'a pirate was to put an end to the gentleman immediately
after the battle of New Orleans.
38. Jim Campbell (Lamar papers. IV, part 2, 22 - 83)
tells a story based on a verbal account given him by William
Cochrane in 3.836. According: to this story, Laffite and Cochrane
attacked a Spanish vessel off Cape Catouche after a severe fight.
In order to get ransom for her she was taken to Vera Cruz, where
instead of ransom the privateer had a battle with two Spanish
men-of-war. In the battle which followed, Laffite was wounded,,
but managed to escape with his shin to Venezuela where he died.
W.B." tells this same story with minor variations and changing
the outcome. According to his version (Littell1 s living age, XXXII*
445), Laffite was only~wounded, and later recovered. He then went
to the south and ended his career in Yucatan. For authority on the
death in Yucatan, "vV• B. " quotes in full a letter from Thomas M.
Duke to Ferdinand Pinckard, May, 1843.
An item in Niles' Register. XXIV, 114 reads: "It is
stated that a British sloop of war has captured a piratical vessel
that had a crew of sixtjr men, under command of the famous Lafitte.
He hoisted the bloody flag and refused quarter, and fought until
nearly every man was killed or wounded — La.fitte being among the
former."
For evidence of the rumors of Laffite*s death in Yuca¬
tan, there are -two letters from S. Rhoads Fisher to M. B. Lamar,
one dated February 26, 1838 (Lamar papers, II, 38),’the other May 1,
1338 ([Ibid., II, 152 - 3). The travel book written by John L.
Stephens called Incidents of travel in Yucatan has an account of
the author's hunt for Laffite's grave. Nothing of any import was
found to relate the adventurer to the little town of Cillam.(Stephens,
430-1).
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89. See American state papers. Naval affairs. II,
Proceedings and documents of courts martial and of inquiry on
the course of Commodore David Porter, in the suppression of
nir acv. transport at ion of specie and in the pursuit of the
Pirates at Poxardo. in the island of Porto Rico. Particularly
156 - 7, 165 - 169, 245, 260 - 1, 266 - 7, 269, 291, 292.
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