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ABSTRACT 

THE VERTICAL URBAN ENVIRONMENT 

SERGIO MIRANDA J. 

Man, a gregarious being, is today assuming a 

passive attitude and his participation in city life is continually 

diminishing. This passive attitude is increasing due to: 

the enormous increase and technological advance¬ 

ment of mass communications media in modern 

dwellings making the house an attractive trap 

that induces people to stay at home, 

the failure of the city to recover its past ability to 

create an appropriate atmosphere for better 

relationships among human beings, decreasing its 

power as a magnet. 

In order to make a city alive, it is necessary to 

combine and concentrate different kinds of activities, incorpor¬ 

ating all the strong forces into an organic and interrelated urban 

pattern. The magnets of house, nature, work, city center, human 

being, and country -- strongly related to the citizen -- need to be 

melted into a coherent plan. 

A great variety of activities close to each inhabitant 

within the city (and this contained by an effective boundary) 



will assure to everyone his participation in the fields he likes 

best; and feeling in this way a part of the city -- as for instance, 

a person who is a member of a club -- he will develop a sense 

of collective responsibility, a civic spirit of community. 

Urban compactness attained through height will permit: 

the greatest variety (in number and in quality) of 

activities and facilities possible in the smallest land 

area 

a greater intensity of life and activity 

greater benefit of common services 

minimizing of circulation functions 

incorporation of country or wild nature into the 

urban life 

Thus, the challenge is to create a vertical urban 

expression based upon a compact, dynamic, and organic space 

where the attraction of country, nature, work, human life, home, 

and common activities will be integrated and interrelated. This 

interrelation will bring about a balance between the pleasures 

of private life and the values which only the public phases of life 

can offer. 
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!,What is important is not an absolute figure 

as to population or area but to express size 

always as a function of the social relationship 

to be served. f* 

Mumford 
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"WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS NOT AN ABSOLUTE FIGURE AS 

TO POPULATION OR AREA BUT TO EXPRESS SIZE ALWAYS 

AS A FUNCTION OF THE SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP TO BE 

1 
SERVED. " MUMFORD 

WHAT HAPPENS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL IN CITIES? 

Man, a gregarious being, is today assuming a passive attitude -- 

and his participation in city life is continually diminishing. This 

passive attitude is increasing due to: 

the enormous increase and technological advancement 

of mass communication media in modern dwellings 

making the house an attractive trap that induces 

people to stay at home. 
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the failure of the city to recover its past ability to 

create an appropriate atmosphere for better 

relationships among human beings, decreasing its 

power as a magnet. 

There are several events that make our present environment 

completely different from the past: 

in 1765, Watt invented the steam engine making 

possible later the industrial revolution. 

in 1876, Bell invented the telephone , and changed the 
««* 

effect of space and time. 

The first central generating plant for distribution of 

electricity was placed in operation in 1882 and 

immediately prolonged the life of the city beyond the 

limit of day. 

In 1885, Daimler invented the internal combustion engine 

changing the pattern of transportation and thereby 

effecting the existing scale. The car enters the picture 

and the scale changes to that of the car and not of the 

human being. 

Modern factories, with the possibility of being powered by- 

electricity and in the near future by atomic power and with 

a 



electronic equipment, can be clean and quiet. Thus the time is 

approaching when industries can be incorporated into the city 

as our office buildings thereby creating a more complete 

relationship between the home and the place of work for everyone. 

Man is no longer in a static place as in the past. He is now 

caught up in a dynamic situation. All of these events have 

changed or will soon change the conditions of urban life, but the 

pattern of our cities has not been adapted remaining basically 

the same as in the past. 

Thus, the challenge is to create a new coherent urban expression 

based upon a compact, dynamic and organic space where the 

attractions of nature, country, work, human life, home and 

common activities will be completely integrated and interrelated. 

This new urban expression will create a balance between the 

pleasures of private life and the values which only the public 

phases of life can offer. 
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"THE VERTICAL URBAN ENVIRONMENT" 

FIRST CONSIDERATION ' 
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There are two ways for grouping housing in cities: 

1- Horizontal urban environment: 

a- individual dwellings 

b- vertical apartments 

2- Vertical urban environment 

iL 



1. Horizontal Urban Environment 

Map of Downtown Los Angeles 
2/3 of the area is devoted to the car's needs 

la. Horizontal pattern for individual houses is today considered 

inefficient and uneconomical because: 

its huge area and little grid measure make impossible 

the efficient functioning of modern means of circulation 

due to the low density there is poor common transport service 

the long-distance factor makes duplication of common 

facilities without benefit of intensive use 

the environment is expensive to maintain and difficult to 

control 

of large number of paved streets and services necessary 

for single houses 

I 



lack of nature 

the enormous loss of time 

considerable suburban area within the city (symbol of 

the absence of urban life) due to the economic impossibility 

of providing urban facilities all over low-density 

communities. 

lack of participation in city life 

the arbitrary urban dissection produced in'its pattern 

by the car road. 

8. 



lb The strong failure of horizontal pattern attempted through 

vertical apartments is in the concept of grouping people. 

The concept in height for dwelling needs to be much more 

than corridor and apartment where the freedom and the 
V 

variety of activities is completely eliminated. All 

dwellings should have private gardens where children can 

grow up close to nature and where the family can own a 

small piece of earth. The neighborhood even on high needs 

horizontal platforms directly related to their dwellings 

for the development of such common facilities as recreation, 

social activities, sports, etc. 

9- 



THE VERTICAL URBAN ENVIRONMENT 
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In talking of vertical buildings, we often say that they are not 

at the human scale. Let us then begin with the analysis of 

what is human scale in architecture. 

What is scale in architecture? 

Scale is measure 

We can measure only in relation to other things 

Relation means proportion 

There are three kinds of proportion in architecture 

Figure 2 

A. Physical proportion is the relationship between the physical 

movements of man and the space within which he develops 

his activities. See Figure 2. 
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Figure 3 

In Ronchamp's entrance exists a psychological scale insinuated 

only by two pieces of concrete. 

B. Psychological proportion is the relationship between the 

feeling of man and his sensation of the space where he is. 

See Figure 3. 

t  —  n 

Figure 4 

C. Aesthetic proportion is the relationship between the part to 

the whole. See Figure 4. 

In architecture these three proportions are always present and 

spaces become more or iess human in the measure that man 

accepts or rejects them. 
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Figure 5 

In the past, the concept of proportion has been conceived only 

as a static idea. See Figure 5. The slow mobility of man was 

the cause for this. Today, high speed has added to the static 

one the dynamic appreciation. 

The increase in the speed of man’s mobility (both on earth and 

in the air) increases his need to adapt the scale of his architect¬ 

ural environment in order to enable him to better understand it 

in the length of time it takes to pass through. 
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THE COHESIVE COMMUNITY 
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THE "COHESIVE COMMUNITY 

CONCEPTS 
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URBAN CONCEPT 

In order to make a city alive, it is necessary to combine and 

concentrate different kinds of activities, incorporating all the 

strong forces into an organic and interrelated urban pattern. 
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The magnets of house, nature, work, city center, human being, 

and country, strongly related to the citizen, need to be melted 

into a coherent plan. 

A great variety of activities close to each inhabitant within the 

city will assure to everyone his participation in the fields he 

likes best and in this way give each individual a feeling of being 

a part of the city. 

Urban compactness attained through height will permit: 

maximum ground level development for community 

facilities 

increase of community area through use of upper levels 
V 

for neighborhood activities, such as-sports, commerce, 

and recreation 

greatest variety (in number and quality) of common 

activities near housing 

a natural flow of people to the common facilities making 

the urban space alive and usefully intensive 

the integration of the country lying immediately beyond 

the community boundaries doing away with the old 

question, nCity or Country? f? 

greatest benefit of common services 

J7 



minimizing of circulation functions 

Walking can be a way to study nature, meditate, socialize, 

exercise, and relax if the environment is beautiful. In a 

pleasant walk, there can be a satisfying sensation of human 

integration writh the environment. It is necessary to separate 

pedestrian from vehicular traffic thus leaving both a relative 

freedom of movement and making urban life a continuous 

organism without the dissection produced in cities by the car 

road. 
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"Sections through Leonardo da Vinci's ideal city. All 

vehicular traffic moves through underground tunnels. The 

surface space between colonnaded buildings is reserved for 

pedestrians only. " 

"Five hundred years ago, Leonardo da Vinci proposed cities 

in which human functions are strictly separated from purely 

utilitarian ones as a way to preserve the natural development 

of urban life. 

Victor Gruen 
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"The pastoral quality of huge Central Park in Manhattan 

not only provides rest and recreation but also dynamic 

counterpoint to the city's dynamism. " 

"New York's skyscrapers look most alluring through the 

lacework of tree branches. 

Victor Gruen 
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COMMUNITY GROWTH CONCEPT 

A "Cohesive Community" has rather a small area (of say one-half 

mile in diameter) which is clearly limited by an effective boundary 

(a car road) beyond which no further physical growth takes place 

in order to preserve it as a fertile ground for a high quality 

of culture and an optimum social coherence. Man can better 

develop a sense of community living in a relatively small urban 

pattern with which he can identify rather than in the seemingly 
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limitlessness of our present metropolis. 

The population of the "Cohesive Community" is of approximately 

10, 000 -- large enough to support a great variety of community 

facilities and to provide sufficient choice to insure social amenity. 

Further community growth in population is resolved by the 

creation of additional new communities. Upon attainment of its 

maximum population, the community continues its growth through 

the improvement and enrichment of the environment. 



CITY GROWTH CONCEPT 

In the past it has been necessary for the city to expand in a 

continuous pattern in order to reduce distance. Today, rapid 

communication and transportation has done away with this need, 

and physical contact between communities is no longer 

imperative. 

The distance between a series of "Cohesive Communities" must 

be such as to allow enough wild nature surrounding each so as 

to clearly differentiate one from the other. Yet each community 

must be close enough to its neighboring communities to be seen 

with the unaided human eye in order to tie it to them psycholo¬ 

gically and give the feeling of being part of the whole. 

ca-r ro»4 

The basic unit of the "Cohesive Environment" - Population 
10, 000. 
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A cluster of basic-units (made up of say five basic units) -- 

sufficient to support a major facility such as a university. 
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Combination of several clusters (say three) in order to support 

. 25 

a municipal government. 



REGIONAL CONCEPT 

With our pressing contemporary problem of the population 

explosion, urbanization can no longer be handled as was 

attempted in the past --at the city level -- but must be 

controlled over the entire country as a contributing factor in 

national development. 

26- 



Attractive urban environment created through the total 

territory will finish with the uncontrolled exodus to existant 

metropolis and its huge congestion. 

A national planning concept following the present way of 

communication (or new ones) will irrigate the total land quickly 

with a homogeneous density of lives with its health consequence 

for the better use of the country land considering its productivity. 

.27 



DIFFERENT POSSIBILITIES OF SITING 

28 



Urban pattern for the mountain. Based in topographical 

condition. 
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Urban Pattern for the Mountain 
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Urban pattern for the desert. Based in a container to support 

better the improvement of its environment. 
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Urban Pattern for the Desert 
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Urban pattern for the water. Based on the kind and size of 

port desired. 
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Urban Pattern for the Water 
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STRUCTURAL URBAN CONCEPT FOR A NEW MODULE 

BASED ON VERTICALLY 

. 35_ 



The Structural Urban Concept for a new vertical module is 

based on a "triangle" principle because: 

as gravity load accumulates, the structure gets 

bigger 

- it provides an efficient tapered shape to help 

combat lateral forces of wind and earthquake 

- it is necessary in order to provide recessing 

of dwelling platforms to take better advantage of 

sunshine, daylight illumination, and to allow 

rain to fall on apartment gardens 



The cross section area of the column is determined by the forces 

on the column and unsupported height of the column. When the 

module is small, the column size may be small if the unsuppor¬ 

ted height is not too large. See Figure 7a. But if the module 

is small and the unsupported height is large, then the column 

must be large; and there must be many large columns in order 

to support a relative load thus becoming uneconomical. To 

utilize the large column economically, a large module is 

necessary. See Figure 7b. 



"The Cohesive Community" 

THE NEW URBAN MODULE 

u 
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When a structure is made oversize for other than structural 

reasons, the structural efficiency may be maintained by 

using a hollow structure, such as hollow beams, columns, 

slabs --in which case the hollow space can be used to 

accommodate utilities and community facilities. 

39 - 



"COHESIVE COMMUNITY" ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT 
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A flat facade (of say 300 feet in height) when filled up with 

apartments, no longer gives a human scale, and no one could 

easily identify his own apartment. The individual loses 
i 

the human desire of self-expression. 
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In a huge facade, it is absolutely necessary to break down 

its scale in order to establish different ways of grouping 

people. What has been done up to now in a horizontal urban 

pattern needs to be done now in a vertical one. In Architecture, 

the good principle rules forever. 

42 



COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

The urban pattern should provide in relationship to dwellings, 

necessary space for the equitable distribution of community 

facilities to preserve the high urban quality of the whole thus 

avoiding the suburban symbol -- absence of urban life. 

In the photograph, the circle is the symbol of community 

facilities in general. 
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I I 

Section Facade 

"Cohesive Community" 

Fenestration module for neighborhood platform on high. 

A window is in direct proportion to the volume of the space it 
serves. 
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The Neighborhood Group 

Neighborhoods are defined between two horizontal streets at 

no more than eight stories in height in order to establish a 

strong physical and psychological relationship between 

dwellings and neighborhood facilities. 
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TYPICAL BAY 
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There are two ways of looking at the same environment; 

both need to be present in architecture as a way to see better. 

N 

\ 
N 

N 

Through an opening permitting, through changes in position, the 

framing of different pictures (dynamic). 
v. 

The panoramic view (static) 47 -*• 



The openings in a vertical structure provide: 

- a better interrelation between spaces 

- sun penetration through broad platforms 

allowing sunshine on lower level platforms 

in spaces which would be otherwise shaded 

framing of precise pictures 

more exterior exposure 
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Dwelling and common facility structures can be made by 

industry as the most efficient way to resolve the problems of 

cost, time, and volume necessary for mass housing of high 

quality leaving the aesthetic variety to be provided by the 

urban structure as the determinant of the urban pattern, (see 

photo) 
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In building a community, enormous quantities of earth must 

be moved and if properly controlled may be used for the 

improvement of the topography for landscaping, as for example 

by creating hills. Lakes may be dug as an excellent source 

of recreation as well as for aesthetic variety. 



Natural conditions (as provided by sunlight) are not subject to 

failure as are those artificially produced and eliminate the cost 

of maintenance. 
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"Cohesive Community" 

COMMUNITY AREAS 
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"Cohesive Community - 2500 Dwellings 

AREA STUDY 

According to the grid, "Gerard Dupont"^ - 2500 dwellings need: 

Area in Square 
Feet 

Housing 810,000 

Schools 147,600 

Commerce 45,000 

Social, Cultural, and Health 250,000 

Sports 90,000 

Administration 1,800 

Public Market 4,500 

Street and Parking 754,200 

Total Community Area 2,103,300 - 48 acres 

Community Facilities Area 539, 100 - 12. 4 acres 

"Cohesive Community" - community area: 

Of elevated horizontal platform - 35 acres 

On the ground level - 125 acres 
(1/2 mile diameter) 

Community density in relation to the ground area - 20 dwellings 

per acre. 
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Then a "Cohesive Community" has within its limited area of 

one-half mile diameter 160 acres within walking distance for 

the exclusive movement of people (no cars, no parking, no 

utilities). Of these, 12. 4 will be devoted to basic community 

needs, leaving the rest for community facilities* growth and 

enrichment of environment by lakes, parks, rivers thus 

uniting city life, country life, and resort community life 

into one strong urban environment. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 Lewis Mumford, "What is a City?" Architectural 
Record, Volume 82 (November 1937), p. 2. 

2 Victor Gruen, The Heart of our Cities (New York, 
1964), pp. 19-20. 

3 Ibid. , pp. 19-20. 

4 The Grid "Gerard Dupont" in Urbanisme, Volume 75-76. 
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APPENDIX 



CAMILLO SITTE 

To Sitte, urban design consisted of the arrangement of spaces 

in appealing and useful patterns and sequences0 

Sitte* s concept of a city1 s chara.ct.er was based on the public 

spaces provided for its citizens--and its beauty on the rhythmic inter¬ 

relationship of the spaceso He strongly emphasized the coherent 

organism of the city achieved through proper correlation of building 

units o 

Sitte believed in the function of plazas and streets as organic, 

spatial enclosures® For more human comfort in cities, Sitte was con¬ 

vinced there should be moderately-sized enclosed plazas® He considered 

the size and manner of decoration of these spaces to be the very qualities 

which distinguish a city from a town and make a town stand out from the 

surrounding countryside* 
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EBENEZER HOWARD 

Howardrs central idea was that the size of a town is a proper 

subject of conscious control and the major factor in the improvement 

of social organization 

According to Howard* the key to the urban problem was how 

to restore the people to the land because he was convinced that most 

people sincerely loved the country® His ideal of urban environment 

was a city where the advantages of an active town would be combined 

with the beauty of the country® 

Howard did not believe in large cities but thought they should 

be separated into smaller communities forming a cluster of small 

towns each with its full measure of social life and institutions® 

To carry out his plans* Howard believed it was absolutely 

necessary to prevent the possibility of land speculation© The inhabi¬ 

tants would pay yearly rates for the use of the land and the money go 

to the entire community© 
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ARTHUR B. GALLION 

Gallion believed that material progress marks civilization 

peaks, but the culture of a people is measured by relative social values 

and the purpose that directs human progress# Only the cultivation of 

human sensibilities, the shaping of intuitive powers, and the spiritual 

content of social institutions could elevate people to a cultural plane. 

Forging a culture from the technology of our time would be a 

complicated process. Gallion felt that an ultimate adjustment.of civili¬ 

zation to the reality of our technological age would generate the cultural 

climate in which art would flourish. 

Gallion stated that the force that moves mankind toward his 

goal for a better life is morality which is rooted deep in his culture 

and sharpened by his intuitive capacity. To Gallion, science was just 

an instrument with which man could reach the objectives he had set for 

himself. 

Gallion attached great importance to individual competence 

and imagination in his contribution to the shaping of cities. He felt 

that the people determine the quality of our cities in our democratic 

society. Human scales in cities are maintained in proportion to the 

degree in which the physical form retains an identification with its 

individual parts. 

59 



FREDERICK GIBBERD 

There is no optimum population figure for a neighborhood 

according to Gibberdn Instead of an arbitrary number, the planner 

should determine the size from a parallel study of the social habits 

of the people who are to live in the area and from the physical features 

of the site0 

To Gibberd, the first aesthetic problem in the design of the 

neighborhood is to give the area its own physical identity* He realized 

that in most existing towns, we have areas distinghished from each other 

by the age of the building development and by social class* Because the 

building in new developments takes place in a comparatively short space 

of time and because the estates are planned to give a social balance, it 

is difficult to give a new area its own identity. 

60 



MILES Le COLEAN 

Colean thought that in a dynamic city there always will be worn 

out or obsolete sections because of the changes in ideas and needs from 

generation to generation which will dictate corresponding changes in the 

urban pattern0 The problem of maintaining a dynamic city arises in 

many instances when the worn out parts have not been removed and 

replaced* Thus, Colean proposed the solution of assuring a continuity 

of renewal for the itrban form0 

Colean felt that traffic is the most serious single problem affect¬ 

ing the future development of cities* According to Colean, until satisfac¬ 

tory arterial systems can be created and traffic volume held within calcul¬ 

able bounds, urban renewal will be haphazard business* 

61 



LEWIS MUMFORD 

Mumfordrs theory is that socialization and individualism, with 

their separate structures, must be expressed in citiesQ Individualism 

cannot enter in a cultural sense until a good part of our activities are 

reduced to a mechanized or socialized routineQ 

Mumford states that the basic unit in an urban environment is 

not in the housing but in the city itself0' It is only in terms of this more 

complex social formation that any particular type of activity or building 

has significance, and it is the city that shapes the individual© 

He further states that growth and reproduction are the factors 

that can give axtual protection for living creatures in an urba.n environ¬ 

ment© One of the main tasks of the modern planner is the discovery of 

architectural constants which do not have to be renewed from generation 

to generation© 
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C. LAo Mo 

Because there is now interrelationship between city and region, 

C. I,AoM, states, the city should be examined in the economic structure 

and its region of influence* The study should be based on the networks 

of communication and of public services since natural demarcations, such 

as rivers and mountains have ceased to be obstacles to todayrs expansion* 

C, LA. M* further states, it is in admitting the element of height in 

cities that efficacious provision can be made for traffic needs and for the 

creation of open spaces for recreation or other purposes* 

According to C. LA, M. , visible expression of maiVs higher aspira¬ 

tions should be found in the modern city. The plan would be conceived in 

a nucleus of many urban activities grouped to form a civic center—where 

the outstanding characteristic would be amplitude of space-making possible 

the employment of the fullest scope in techniques* 
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CLARENCE STEIN 

As a solution to the problem of a better living environment, 

Stein conceived a town in which people could live peacefully with the 

automobile, 

Stein was a great believer in "green belts" and "towns of a 

limited size "--planned for work as well as for living,. In metropoli¬ 

tan areas, he felt man lost a great deal of time, money, and energy-- 

as well as his personality and his essential dignity within crowds with 

no sense of community. 

Stein believed that nature must dominate in an urban community,, 

He considered that spacious planning with large areas left open to pro¬ 

vide for future changes was the best preparation for flexible growth. 
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CHRISTOPHER TUNNARD AND HENRY HOPE RED 

In examining the major forces that have shaped American cities, 

Tunnard and Red state that one of these forces is business0 They believed 

that in modern American business society, there is a great need to recon¬ 

cile individual aspirations and community needs and to increase democratic 

cooperation of all citizens and institutions* 

Tunnard and Red believed that Americans are indoctrinated to the 

idea of technological advance* Americans imagine themselves symbols 

of a new culture and forget that the machine is only a tool for achieving 

greater things. 

Tunnard and Red conclude that smallness in urban pattern is no 

answer to our problem because the urban pattern today is expanding and 

with creative transformation can grow in range, complexity, and richness* 
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COLEMAN WOODBURY 

Woodbury says that urban planning suffers from a general 

failure to realize the degree and range of governmental activity that is 

essential today for the best development of urban areas. 

Woodbury states that the common life of urban communities re¬ 

quires many able leaders and a good morale among the majority of the 

many subgroups of the communities. The communities should recognize 

that effective leadership and good morale are not fundamentally the pro¬ 

ducts of certain techniques but rather depend primarily upon the recog¬ 

nition that most human beings share basic needs, wants, and aspirations. 
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CATHERINE BAUER 

Bauer feels that two of the main reasons for slow progress in 

redevelopment is (1) the difficulty of forcing people to move from buildings, 

homes, and businesses from a large, old, established area, and (2) then 

the decision of what should be planned for the area. From this she con¬ 

cludes that the redevelopment program is not just dealing with old build¬ 

ings and nonconforming uses but that the first and foremost concern is 

for the people--their likes, dislikes, needs, and the pattern of their 

daily lives. 

Miss Bauer proposes that urban development is a major social/ 

economic operation, which affects not only the people who use the neigh¬ 

borhood before and after; but ultimately, the whole pattern of population 

distribution and functional organization of an urban region is influenced 

for years to come. Thus she concludes, urban redevelopment should 

serve both immediate and long-term ends satisfactorily if the plan is to 

be successful. 
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HENRY S. CHURCHILL 

Churchill states that the immediate possibility of a large- 

scale redevelopment leaves the planner without satisfactory philoso¬ 

phical basis on which to start planning; therefore* todayrs planner is 

subject to forces that he can neither control nor direct*, 

Churchill believes that our big cities have become intolerable, 

because technological devices have been used to exploit land without 

regard for human needs and human values0 
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Go HOLMES PERKINS 

According to Perkins, the creation of new towns as the keystones 

of regional plans is the brightest hope for creating a better environment 

capable of constant renewal and improvement. He believes that new 

towns are economically and technically possible today. 

Perkins realizes that although new towns, the industrial estates, 

and the decentralization of business and shopping centers may have taken 

away many of the most lucrative and vital functions of the old centers, 

there still remains the functional and symbolic need for the center as 

an expression of the commercial, governmental, and social activities 

of the community. 
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VERNON DE MARS 

For a higher form of human achievement and of cultural unity, 

De Mars emphasizes the positive need for variety in urban life in a total 

inte r re late d environme nt0 

In vertical urban structures, De Mars feels the high apartment 

block should not be higher than eight stories in order to fulfill its inhabi¬ 

tants normal desire for physical identification between their dwelling 

and its surroundings. 
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ROBERT C. WEINBERG 

Weinberg thinks that at present, urban approach is concerned 

mainly with economics, social security, and physical health* He feels 

that our view of human destiny requires that emotional, intellectual, 

and spiritual satisfactions also be taken into account* 

According to Weinberg, a conscious use of physical symbolism 

makes each community distinctive and different from other communities. 

To him, the beauty of a community is in the relationship between buildings 

and open spaces, and not in monumental structures alone. 
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VICTOR JONES 

Jones gives a great importance to the study of local government 

in metropolitan areas because he believes that city life is directly affected 

by the efficiency of local government in carrying out the program. 

Jones realizes that the arbitrary fragmentation of local government 

among many large and small municipalities, townships, counties, and 

special districts is the cause for many unsolved problems of urban life 

in citieso He believes that the federal government with its wide jurisdic¬ 

tion is the one who can best contribute to an understanding of the problem 

of metropolitan government The federal solution would be to study the 

relationship between the particular program interests of the various 

federal agencies and of local government in metropolitan areas. 
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WILLIAM L. SLAYTON AND RICHARD DEWEY 

Slayton and Dewey believe that the size of the metropolis and 

its impersonal attitude dwarfs the importance of the individual and 

creates a feeling of insignificance and helplessness--the result being 

frustration for the individuals normal desire for close companionship 

and recognition,. 

That the nature of the human being requires that basic needs 

of social approval, variety of experiences, companionship, and security 

be satisfied not only in a given manner but flexibly enough to permit 

these wants to be met in numerous ways is their thought* 

To Slayton and Dewey, the ideal urban environment is one that 

will provide fully for each person the opportunity to balance the satis¬ 

factions of physiological requirements and universal social wants and 

the demands made of them by their society and its culture. 
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F* U WRIGHT 

Wright believed that the need for attachment to the soil is one 

of the basic human aspirations* He believed an organic architecture 

could become the greatest servant to man if each citizen could have 

his own acre of land* He felt that ultimate human satisfactions no 

longer depend upon the density of population because with the arrival 

of universal mobility for the individual,, so far as communication is 

concerned, the urban pattern now can be scattered. 

Wright believed in democracy as the ideal of reintegrated 

decentralizations, where many small free units, each of high quality 

and genuine individuality, would be developed in spacious and mutual 

freedom within an integrated society. 
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STEEN EILER RASMUSSEN 

Rasmussen says that the main reason for the continuous 

expansion of our urban pattern is the present possibility of rapid trans¬ 

port of goods over great distances. As an opposite, he believes that 

in ancient times, a city could only grow to a certain size dependent on 

the ability of a rather limited agricultural district to furnish goods for 

it. 

He thinks that if medieval cities developed very irregularly, 

without any plan, it was just because those towns grew very slowly; but 

it does not mean that irregularity was an ideal of that time. He states 

that when new towns were built rapidly, they were laid out in rectangu¬ 

lar blocks along straight streets. 

75 



LE CORBUSIER 

For Le Corbusier, the device for a contemporary movement 

was that architecture must be developed with consideration for the 

changing needs of society and with the use of current technology in 

harmony with past architectural heritage. For him, planning was the 

expression of the activities of an epoch. 

Le Corbusier saw the industrialization of society as a revolu¬ 

tion which would give man a tremendous potential to conquer his 

environment. He felt that drastic readjustments would have to be 

made to realize manls potential environment. 
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