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ABSTRACT: 

Pontchartrain Lido: A linear satellite city. 

This thesis deals with problems of growth in the New 

Orleans metropolitan area. The proposals set forth suggest 

a new order and pattern using air-space over existing rail¬ 

road tracks and highways. Pontchartrain Lido is a city 

designed for the needs of the transient urban population. 

The mounting congestion and crowding in this metro¬ 

politan region has created a shortage of desirable land for 

housing, commerical, educational and community facilities 

in general. This region is a low-lying, swampy place, 

below sea level and very difficult to drain. Land reclam¬ 

ation is costly, time-consuming and expensive to maintain. 

New Orleans is not unlike many large urban areas with 

similar expansion problems; however, urban renewal and rapid 

transit alone cannot accommodate our mass-migrations between 

urban areas or solve the monumental traffic volume predicted 

shortly. 

Pontchartrain Lido is originally planned to create a 

new highway environment spanning over the 24-mile Lake 

Pontchartrain Causeway. This new ecological pattern is 

eventually planned to encircle New Orleans, extend to the 

eastern extremity of the city and continue to complete the 

circle on the north shore of the Lake. In total, this 

entire development would be about 75 miles in length and 

house upwards of 500,000 people in an area where people have 



basically never considered living before. 

As a preliminary step in the regional plan, the pro¬ 

posed new International Airport would be located at the 

northern end of this Causeway and create the first generating 

force in the overall plan. This airport, in addition to 

the other proposed focal points, would begin to organize 

an urban framework for the future. Moreover, this frame¬ 

work beginning with Pontchartrain Lido is intended to be 

the growth structure for this metropolitan region for the 

next 25-30 years. 

In order to realize a departure from conventional 

settlement patterns, a new city within a city can only be 

valid by solving many social, economic, and psychological 

problems to a greater degree than found in existing pro¬ 

posals. This city must have a strong physical and environ¬ 

mental image; it must be a symbol of man's technological 

ability and should be a type of frontier to create equality 

and opportunity for the entire urban transient population. 

To demonstrate these points, graphic illustrations of 

the city are presented in diagrams with detailed explanation 

of their parts. In further detail, a convention hotel was 

designed to represent an urban atmosphere in its most 

transient form. The Lido Hotel would also serve as a major 

generating force and gateway to this new type of urban 

growth and ordering. 
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A SYSTEM OF GROWTH 

This thesis is a proposal for a new ordering factor 

to the growth pattern of the New Orleans metropolitan 

region in a highway environment. 

To support my thesis I propose to demonstrate the 

following ... 

A city for the transient urban population, with an 

image, a symbol of our age and an atmosphere of equality, 

continuity and functional expression. 
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1. 

INTRODUCTION 

I have lived in New Orleans for 25 years. Through the 

years, births, deaths, and change of income has given our 

family reasons to need a change in our housing requirements. 

However, the entire land area in New Orleans is presently 

occupied by existing structures and the remaining sections 

are undesirable for housing development. 

The severe shortage of land is causing a static situa¬ 

tion to a degree where the price of land is one of the highest 

in the country. This stagnation has forced beautiful old 

homes to be destroyed and many others to be hopelessly divided 

into little pieces. Basically, this pressure from the housing 

shortage has presented serious problems to all parts of the 

city. 

The French Quarter, although under strict regulation and 

control, is now overrun with new hotels, apartment buildings 

and sub-divided homes. This fragmental effort has created 

only a few hundred living units and hotel rooms all masque¬ 

rading behind pseudo eighteenth century facades. The Garden 

District, also "controlled" by a commission, is protected from 

physical destruction to a degree but not from home sub-division 

and cheap imitation. The University Section is also plagued 

with similar problems with the additional pressure of various 

schools buying surrounding housing blocks for needed expansion. 

The outward growth of New Orleans eventually turned to 

the south and the east for usable land development. Many 
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subdivisions have popped up in both of these areas and have 

caused the central business district to suffer greatly from 

the new influx of surrounding traffic. These new areas, 

New Orleans East and Michoud and A1giers-Gretna to the south, 

are anonymous, have poor transit, and are without points of 

interest or variety. Generally, these two remaining areas 

are considered least desirable in the metropolitan region 

because of location, insects, and they do not have any of 

the qualities found in the older established areas. 

The constant search for places to live is evident. How¬ 

ever, the land on the river bank is not touched by the housing 

squeeze. The Mississippi River has always been an element 

in New Orleans that is heard and is rarely seen. The miles 

of beautiful levees are separated almost without exception 

by 10-20 railroad tracks. Even this somewhat dangerous barrier 

is crossed by children and sightseers to enjoy a view of the 

mighty river. The other primary source of natural beauty in 

the city is Lake Pontchartrain on the northern limit of the 

metropolis. The shores are ringed by a four-lane highway 

which causes congestion, noise and distraction to this once 

peaceful spot. 

Both of these water features are unfortunately guarded 

barriers and neither place can be enjoyed in a safe or serene 

atmosphere. The lake particularly offers a great opportunity 

for sportsmen, sailing, pleasure-cruising or swimming almost 

all year round. The cool breezes and calm water entice thou¬ 

sands to the crowded shore and provide an atmosphere naturally 
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oriented to a casual and peaceful environment in which to live, 

shop and relax in. 

For the last few years, the possibilities of a water- 

based city over Lake Pontchartrain has interested and challenged 

me; moreover, the growth pattern of New Orleans itself has 

been one that will need much imaginative thinking in the future. 

In addition to this city over Lake Pontchartrain, potential 

land development in the form of air-rights over the railroad 

tracks could create vast opportunities for housing expansion. 

New Orleans needs a "safety-valve" to relieve the pressures 

of growth and direct population settlement to a more concentric 

pattern around the metropolitan region. In addition, hotels 

cannot be built near enough to the French Quarter or the Inter¬ 

national Trade Center. Therefore, any new convention facili¬ 

ties should relate directly to rapid transit into the area. 

This thesis deals with these problems of growth and housing 

proposals on Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River Bank. 
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BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 

Today 70 percent of the population in the United States 

reside in urban areas. Formal recognition of this trend occur¬ 

red twenty-five years ago when over half the people were 

defined as metropolitan. Today there are about 64 percent in 

urban areas and this figure will probably be 75-80 percent in 

1985. The large growth of metropolitan areas is due in part 

to the changes in patterns of production; society wants more 

and varied goods to be produced quickly, efficiently and 

economically and gravitate to the place where it is available. 

An obvious effect of the basically industrial city is 

that people do not directly depend on the land. The demand 

for the products of land-bound primary industries is steadily 

decreasing in proportion to the demand of goods and services 

used in our urban areas. As technological process allows more 

people to earn their living within a smaller number of square 

miles, their reaction is to move closer to one another and 

to the goods and services which could only serve the infinite 

needs of the masses. The fastest growing segment of the met¬ 

ropolitan area has been the large complex of functions referred 

to as these general services. The amenities, therefore, of 

a large metropolitan area as we know it performs services that 

would be impossible for a rural or totally isolated community 

to acquire in any short time span. 
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Metropolitan areas, like people seem to grow faster 

when they are young; thus those areas located in the newer, 

more recently settled and industrialized parts of the country 

are in general growing faster than those in the long-established 

parts of the country. Other metropolitan areas, however, 

have a somewhat limited growth due to certain natural physical 

barriers. 

There is no real homogeneity about any metropolitan 

area (Houston or New Orleans), but they are divided into at 

least two parts; the urban core or the central city and the 

suburban rigns. As these areas grow, they grow outv/ard usually 

due to limitations upward and downward. The proportion of 

population living in the "central city" has been generally 

decreasing since the early 1900's, and this also adds to the 

volume, area, and importance of the outer city. 

The history of any city reveals a continuous outward 

migration of residents as technology and change in taste make 

once-satisfactory dwellings obsolete as industry and commerce 

encroach upon them. Generally, it is the well-off who will 

move first and the farthest in search of space, fresh air, 

quiet and privacy; in some cases, particularly where zoning 

and preservation are the cornerstone of an older metropolis, 

the migration takes place to a lesser degree than in a city 

where values and areas are too new to be established. In time, 

the natural conflict of specially services gravitating toward 
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the center, manufacturing moving to the periphery and the 

people working in these jobs live opposite to their destina¬ 

tion; the result is cross-hauling and constant congestion. 

The negative attitude toward our cities, which places 

upon them the blame for our social and economic ills, is born 

of our failure to realize that crime, high mortality rates, 

confusion and congestion, are the by-products rather than the 

fundamental characteristics of urban living. These evils, so 

frequently confused with city living, are essentially due to 

the failure of modern civilization to evaluate fully the 

potentialities of communal living and the changing and ad¬ 

vancing technical skill which might be applied to the trans¬ 

formation of urban environment, so that it might keep pace with 

advancing social order. The unreadiness of society to make 

necessary sacrifices essential in bringing together new philo¬ 

sophies and outlooks on life with physical well-being, as 

expressed in well planned or order in cities, has pictured 

urban living as unnatural and undesirable. 

When the whole of this country becomes entirely urban, 

not in the methods and kinds of production, but in the ways 

of living, we will have "full civilization." For urbanism 

is essentially a way of life, which brings into play all of 

the achievements in the sciences, the arts, the skills which 

make life productive, safe, and convenient. It also gives a 

clear visioned set of objectives in which human life becomes 

important and human effort is a contribution toward the welfare 
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of the whole social order. 

One of the conditions which have caused cities to become 

insensitive to the demands of normal living is the incoherent 

growth of our cities. This is greatly due to the rapid in¬ 

crease of population and the vast numbers of people migrating 

from city to city and region to region. The population "race" 

has no real corresponding counterpart in planning or replanning. 

We know that land could be overloaded to take care of addi¬ 

tional population or industrial and commercial activity; resi¬ 

dential areas and city-centers could be transformed or rebuilt, 

or merely abandoned as in.the case of many heavily populated 

areas. Not until very recently have cities made any effort 

in the direction of controlling these chaotic changes. In¬ 

tensification of uses and misdirected planning of certain bus¬ 

iness and industrial activities to meet the need of immediate 

private profit, with disregard for long-range interests of the 

public and private interest, have been common practice. 

Zoning is a process by which any section or district in 

a city is restricted by law for a particular usage or by re¬ 

strictions on types of construction. Zoning came into use in 

the later part of the last decade of the nineteenth century, 

but its advance has been so slow and so completely at the mercy 

of private interests as a rule, that in many cases it has 

become a form of a real estate racket, even while pretending 

to provide adequate protection for both investor and the public. _ 



8. 

Even today, zoning has not reached a point of efficiency 

where it can be safely depended upon to serve the best inter¬ 

ests of the people. Almost every city has accepted some 

kind of zoning regulation, but much of this has been wholly 

out of harmony with actual needs, and in some instances has 

become merely a tool with which politicians can play at 

granting favors. 

Houston is an example of a city without city zoning. The 

results are twofold: First, there is freedom to expand housing, 

commercial or industry into almost any area at will; and 

second, there is an atmosphere of uncertainty and constantly 

changing price structures. 

Whatever planning has been done has been designed to al¬ 

leviate problems arising out of lack of control, rather than 

to anticipate problems that might arise. Thus, transit 

facilities had to be developed to meet existing congestion, 

which has no justification from the point of view of orderly 

settlement. Suburban development took place, not really as 

a normal choice of a particular mode of living, but as a means 

of escape from intolerable conditions that had overcome the 

city. Playgrounds which were ample for normal life of settled 

communities in the past are now being partially reclaimed at 

huge costs. Country once open was soon transformed into 

highly speculative real estate enterprises, covered with build¬ 

ing intended to derive the largest revenue from the smallest 

possible space, such as seen in Rio de Janiero. 
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Thus, the reconstruction and construction of our 

cities has been going on in a fragmentary manner and without 

changing the anticipated physical pattern designed to serve 

a simple community. One of the most distressing incon¬ 

sistencies of our modern society is the advance of tech¬ 

nological methods and skill in the production of goods, 

and the contrasting lag in the application of technology 

to the planning, replanning and reorganization of the ways 

of living. Many of our present day problems are the result 

of a too rapid application of technology to the production 

of goods and not enough to the production of the so-called 

"good life". 

The most serious obstacle in the path of communal 

reorganization is the concent of property rights in land 

and buildings which are almost totally in private hands. 

If ever a new way of communal living is to be evolved in 

our urban settings, it must be made possible through a new 

concept of the privileges of real property rights, in which 

the common good will play a more important role than the 

individual owner's interests. Rigid zoning, landmark 

societies, and government urban renewal activities are 

leading the way to community well-being. 

Even with these recent movements, the result has been 

that a great deal of modern planning has been confined to 

the revamping and readjustment of facilities which have 

become already hard to handle with any real hope for im¬ 

mediate progress. The advance of the automobile has 
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diverted most planning from the creation of a decent center 

of activity or decent housing. Instead, a development of 

streamlined traffic facilities, designed to make travel 

safe, to save time, and to facilitate mass movement, has 

emerged without giving consideration to the point of 

arrival or the blight that has occurred on the way. It 

has been found that the more efficient these arteries of 

travel become, the less efficient become city streets, 

which have not been designed and were never intended to 

absorb more than the traffic origination in the locality. 

The rigidity of the urban pattern is constantly in conflict 

with the easy flow of outside traffic, which makes the 

periphery of the city accessible in the same measure as 

it makes the city street unbearable and almost unusable. 

Modern automobile highways are planned in direct relation 

to the metropolitan city, and not for the purpose of 

facilitating intercommunity travel. These roads are 

probably technically very efficient, but socially, they 

serve the exact contrary purpose, they accelerate congesting 

where it already exists, rather than to distribute population 

in an orderly balance. It seems that our programs are 

devoting too much time and money to making transportation easy 

and have done very little to reduce the necessity for trans¬ 

portation and the integration of communal life. 

If the center of the community is to become the focal 

point around which the community is to be planned, this 

point should be protected against the blight and deterioration. 
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There must be a greater emphasis upon the specific character 

of individual communities to create an identity within the 

creeping megolopis. In the regionalism of the future, the 

"unlike community" will symbolically play a more important 

part than the communities without distinction. However, 

the complex problem of expansion and the annexation is 

constantly taking place. The center seems to always be 

"off-center" as new pieces are added. There will be a 

constant sameness if cities extend endlessly. 

The nucleus of a city is, by virtue of the normal cir¬ 

culatory system, a fixed entity, insofar as its capacity to 

handle the movements of population, raw materials, and 

finished goods. Any additions to the load that might result 

from acquisition of new area, from the increase in the 

density of population, or from increased commercial or 

industrial activities, must find their counterpart in an 

expansion of the traffic system, either through street 

widenings, subways, elevated roads, underground traffic 

arteries, or monorails to supplement the street system and 

increase the mobility of people in transit. 

In the typical economic, sociological or functional 

explanation of cities as they are or will be, various 

reasons are given for the types and scales of activity 

grouping on a particular plot of land. A city center must 

be created by a framework for land development which will 

synthesize individual effort into a unified whole; it also 

must provide a structual skeleton which suitably meets the 
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currently required functions and is adaptable to future re- 

quirements. 

To order the physical heart of any city, a business, 

financial, social, governmental and cultural core must be 

formed. The core belongs to all the people; it should be a 

24 hour a day, 365 days a year area. Assuming that the 

answer to existing and future urban ills is the vast, sweeping 

and impersonal reclamation of the old indicated centers or in 

the creation of new ones. In theory, this may be safe ground 

to walk upon and it is certainly a confirmed and reconfirmed 

thought of most leading planners and architects; however, 

the question of decentralization, concentration and the 

preservation of existing buildings is another problem. In 

more direct terms, the problem of imposing technologically 

advanced and sociologically advanced theory in the middle 

of a settled method of commerce and social activity is a 

major step and one not easily accepted, no matter how rational 

or necessary it may become. 

Communal growth and structure are largely functions of 

ecological distance. The basis of distance determines the 

currents of travel and traffic, which in turn determine the 

areas of concentration and the locations of activities. 

Likewise, communal structure is a response to distance in 

the local movements of commodities and people. The uneven 

expansion of cities along the routes of rapid and cheap 

transportation is but an obvious result of the time-cost 
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measurement of distance. American cities, unlike European 

cities, are seldom circular in shape, owing to the fact that 

they have usually grown up without systematic planning. The 

intramural transportation is frequently less uniformly 

developed than in the case of most European cities. American 

cities, particularly true since the advent of the automobile, 

tend to spread in almost starlike patterns along the lines 

of rapid communication or transportation. The maximum linear 

distance is virtually without limit. 

Centralization is temporary form of concentration and 

it is the process of community formation. The fact that 

people come together at specific locations for the satisfaction 

of common interests affords a territorial basis for a group 

consciousness and a social control of some sort. The distance 

from a point to any point of centralization depends upon the 

degree of specialization which the center has attained and 

on the general condition of transportation and communication. 

Moreover centralization is a function of both transportation 

and communication and centers evolve at intersects of these 

points. Along a single line of movement intersections may 

occur at will in this type growth pattern. 
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ECOLOGICAL PATTERN 

The ecological pattern of New Orleans up to the present 

century was primarily the result of its topography. In some 

respects the surface looks like almost any other city on a 

relatively flat plain but in other respects it is quite 

unique. The city is located on a strip of land about five 

to seven miles wide between Lake Pontchartrain on the north 

and the Mississippi River on the south. Finally in 1917 the 

electric water pump was perfected and the drainage system 

had the effect of changing the topography of the city. The 

barrier which the swamps had formally been to the residential 

expansion was now removed and growth began to respond ac¬ 

cordingly. 

In general the drainage system, the street car and the 

automobile combined have created a tendency for New Orleans 

to shift from its former ecological pattern to a zone system 

similar to that in other cities. However, this pattern is 

not complete. A new land ecology should evolve. Vast areas 

around the city are still not thought habitable and do not 

seem to conform to the original linear zoning pattern. 

The fact that New Orleans is built on low, swampy land 

accounts for the high price of land. According to the Chamber 

of Commerce the average cost of residential land in New Orleans 

proper is about three - four dollars a square foot. This 

expense is partially due to keeping the water back. The 

second expense is that of land preparation. The water table 
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is so close to the surface that the "so called" land is in 

terms of construction only very dense water. There has always 

been a continuous search for usable land and a technology 

which could contain it. 



16. 

The new ecological pattern is formed by man-made land. 

He have the ability to control our environment, our movement, 

communication and almost all our biogenic needs. This could 

include a platform or really a stage to perform these 

activities. 

The floor of a city should be of such an additional 

dimension to provide the opportunity for an actual three- 

dimensional expression. 
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A City Need 

Trying to recognize and alalyze the problems and ills 

of cities both young and old is a complex one. We are 

relatively safe in some assumptions concerning the fixed 

needs of urban dwellers. The biogenic needs have basically 

been fulfilled and now man has turned his energy to solidify 

and explore his sociogenic needs in the urban world. 

Movement of people is another constant element in our 

cities. Most basic concerns of this system deal only with 

a two dimensional solution from the suburban home to the 

urban core, to the school, to the shopping center and so 

forth. 

There are numerous reasons for suburban growth, some are 

obvious and rational while others are not really tangible. 

Nathan Glazer in his report of "Housing and the Consumer" 

points out that two-thirds of the housing movement to the 

suburbs originates from inhabitants already living within 

the city; moreover, about one-third of the people who move, 

move between metropolitan regions to follow jobs and search 

for better ones. Familities move within a city due to urban 

renewal, industry location, a sharp increase or decrease in 

income, change in size of family (birth, death, marriage) 

and primarily because of the actual dissatisfaction with 

the housing itself. Glazer also states that 20% of Americans 

move every year, over a 5 year period 50 or 60% move, and 

over a ten year period 75% of the population moves. These 
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figures were compiled in 1960 and there is no indication that 

the number should not increase in the future. 

The constant change of our spacial needs or desire, 

incomes, opportunities, or neighborhood environment could 

possibly be calculated or predicted to an extent. The 

housing movement can also be determined in crude way; however, 

since the nature of movement itself can take so many forms 

and has no real duration limit definite patterns do not 

always follow. Eventually the mass-migration will probably 

eliminate the single house; the single house tends to make 

people land bound and the trend in theory is definitely 

opposed to this ideal. 

A city should be thought of as a hotel; the commercial 

and business district is the lobby; the civic center is the 

desk and administration; the apartments and townhouses are 

guest rooms; and the many services are at the end of a 

telephone line, and so on. This concept is not a land bound 

form of living and would be designed in response to the new 

needs of people in transit. 

The design and conception of new areas for population 

expansion do not recognize the mass-migration in this country. 

A city needs to be a zone in transition where desires of the 

individual may always change as well as the functions he 

demands. To accommodate this need, a city should be created 

within a metropolitan region where the services and opportuni¬ 

ties are established. This city within a city will accommodate 
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the more transient people in that region and will be so ordered 

to reveal its social and physical structure in the shortest 

amount of time. 

The functions of this city should be so planned that 

a temporary guest will have ease in discovering where the 

functions take place and not be burdened with the problem 

of city orientation. 
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A CITY IMAGE 

"Symbols are signs of a unique nature ... they are living 

and concretized ideas of meanings which unite the members of 

a group on the various levels of their existence ... These 

symbols create the integration of a society. They consolidate 

the bonds between finite men and the infinite meaning in 

which humans participate. Symbols secure the knowledge of 

man's position in the universe, they illuminate his place in 

the divine creation, they make articulate his role in the 

concrete time of history and in the organization of social 

groups. They demonstrate the conquest of time and space in 

monuments and in the representative institution of family, 

army, state and church." 

"An environmental image may be analyzed into three 

components; identity, structure and meaning. A workable 

image requires first the identification of an object, which 

implies its distinction from other things, its recognition 

as a separable entity ... Second, the image must include 

the spatial or pattern relation of the object to the ob¬ 

server and to other objects. Finally, this object must 

have some meaning for the observer, whether practical or 

emotional." 

KEVIN LYNCH: THE IMAGE OF THE CITY, 1960. 



MOVEMENT 

The demand for transportation between parts of the city - 

between metropolitan centers and residential areas - is 

essential. Possibly the only realistic approach to an 

adequate system of movement is two-fold. The first is the 

reason for transit, the fact is that a complete scale of 

activities for the average citizen - work, leisure, shopping, 

recreation - can be put together only by bridging the distance 

which separates the location where these functions are 

performed. The second is a highly sophisticated system of 

transit - high speed, low speed, elevated and depressed. 

However, many of these problems could be alleviated if 

new areas of development were not directly related to the 

older, more congested ones. 

In most transit systems the dominating factor planned 

for is that of the journey to work. This demands that an 

entire system must be designed to fill the need which exists 

for only two or three hours a day. No other journey in the 

functions of man is equal in importance. For work, no 

matter what form it takes is the means whereby the society 

functions and perpetuates itself. The movement systems are, 

because of the nature of city, limited in size or volume. 

However, a movement system in air or on water may take 

virtually a limitless dimension in volume or relative fre¬ 

quency or speed. 

Movement to shopping centers is a constant one and is 
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sporadic in nature. If transportation Dermits, these centers 

of activity may be dispersed in time and distance to allow 

the maximum use to the most people. Unfortunately, the retail 

centers seem to be time-bound by the accepted daily schedule 

we arbitrarily follow each day. There is no particular bio¬ 

logical or sociological reason why certain centers cannot 

respond to the public's off-hour routine to permit the largest 

numbers to use these centers more effectively. The family's 

purchase of goods could well be a social function, not a 

fragmented process where each member performs the movement 

separately. Different commercial centers could become night¬ 

time oriented while others could function in a more con¬ 

ventional way. These two might alternate weekly or monthly. 

Movement to cultural and recreational centers occur at 

all hours during the entire year. A city should have a 

recreational center where instruction and perfection of in¬ 

dividual skills may be supervised. This center should accom¬ 

modate for needs of the whole family as a group as well as 

the individual personally or as a member of another group. 

This area should be climate controlled and encompass all 

activity both land and water based, 365 days a year. More¬ 

over, a cultural center should strive for both individual 

and family enjoyment as a continuing educational activity. 

Culture is a constant living process. The center it lives 

in should also be a thriving, breathing, environment. Move¬ 

ment to both these areas should be a constant flow, a time- 
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less one. 

The movement of goods and the movement of people can 

take place at any time. In addition to a good transportation 

system, a provision for warehousing and services should have 

direct access to the line of movement of the majority of 

people. 

Increased mobility gives the population improved access 

within the metropolitan area. This permits a greater concen¬ 

tration of those particular functions in particular places 

by extending the potential market which can be served from 

a point and it gives greater freedom to individuals in locating 

themselves with reference to these points. 
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SOCIAL FORM 

The "frontier" has always challenged man whether it was 

the Old West, the quest of outer space or the ocean floor. 

It is the place of farthest physical advancement of a popu¬ 

lation. Moreover, because of equality in the nature of the 

frontier, ethnic groups meet and thus where a characteristic 

set of social processes occurs. The outstanding characteris¬ 

tic of a frontier is that interaction is less regular and 

less organized in a routine; change is always constant, as 

is behavior and the role of people. This is in contrast to 

our existing city structure which emphasizes status, position 

and social class. A frontier is also a place where problems 

of environment and social relationships, because of novelty 

and newness are not adequately defined by any custom. Social 

organization is not fixed. There are a whole new series of 

problems, or pleasures, where the customary or traditional 

solutions do not readily apply. This area of development is 

really a zone in transition. There is a certain excitement 

and vigor which people have that is brought out in this 

basic experience created for them. 
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THE CITY FORM 

As movement systems become clearly defined, as the essence 

and the backbone of a city form, the two lines will grow into 

one inseparable combination. Architecture will grow out of 

this movement always conscious of the line and always related 

to it in the space and time dimension. 

Movement is never static. It is never really a completed 

function and due to the nature of this incompleteness it is 

not time or space-bound and has no measureable distance. 

Movement is unquestionably "open-minded" as is our society, 

and our cities should assume this natural form as a reflection 

of these ideals. 

A linear organization is the most honest representation 

of an open-ended social outlook. The geometry of a line 

always remains open at either end and ideally can always be 

extended. As earlier stated, all movement is related to 

the line, both along it and feeding into it; however, this 

does not mean that variations or impulses of activity cannot 

happen in a clustered or closed form along this open system. 

City functions and natural limitations will compose the 

land-use pattern, the only necessity is that of a common 

denominator to relate the individual and these many functions. 
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THE BUILDING FORM 

Our population is facing a constantly changing world. 

These changes are very difficult to foresee; their intensity 

and their direction are unpredictable. The only tangible 

criteria for planning is to deal with primary unchanging 

facts. One fact is obviously the movement system; the 

other fact is that of town living. 

People in town living need certain factors in which to 

exist. He know that man basically lives in a conventionally 

fixed space; however, he does leave this space and can go to 

another one. Man lives in groups and is connected by move¬ 

ment as well as communication. 

A megastructure is a large three-dimensional frame in 

which many basic functions of a city may be housed. As a 

form, this approach can organize and clarify certain fixed 

functions of a city. Additionally, this framework could 

allow total flexibility in any three-dimensional space... 

(wall, ceilings and floors). The form suggests prefabrica¬ 

tion and conservation of material, labor and economic effort. 

The residential unit must allow real flexibility. This 

unit should emphasize and perpetuate the family as a basic 

group. Within the structure, an integration with the 

neighborhood, the town and to the total metropolis, is es¬ 

sential for contenuity and orientation. 
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CONCLUSION : 

Pontchartrain Lido is a departure from a city of con¬ 

ventional land-use or social structure. The new development 

will act like a "safety-valve" to allow more growth in the 

New Orleans metropolitan region; moreover, this proposed 

city will almost completely change the direction of suburban 

growth to a circular pattern around the lake. 

To realize a venture of this magnitude, any approach 

must be strong, well-directed and realistic. The initial 

step would be to locate the new International Airport on 

the north shore of the lake and build a rapid-transit system 

to the International Trade Center in the central business 

district. This generating force will bring visitors and 

residents to the general site and create a new awareness 

of the lake and its natural beauty. Shortly after the 

construction of the airport the Lido Hotel would be built. 

This convention center would initially serve as a gateway 

to Mew Orleans and hopefully create interest to complete 

the other focal points. To further implement this city's 

development, a world's fair or international exposition 

could be the reason to construct these points. 

Land-ownership in Pontchartrain Lido would be under the 

control of a private non-profit organization, such as the 

Port authority. Land-use should be controlled by the original 

design; however, any area of development could be leased to 

private developers although architectual design would be 
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approved by an architectual board. 

I feel that eventually a proposed city over Lake 

Ponchartrain will be realized in the next few years. The 

obstacle is not one of technology or lack of need, but of 

lack of imagination city planners have displayed in the 

last decade. This proposed plan could contain the growth 

of the New Orleans metropolitan region for the next 25-30 

years according to the projected estimate of 400,000 more 

residents by 1990. Moreover, this pattern encircling Lake 

Pontchartrain and New Orleans could provide a framework for 

future developments 50 to 100 years hence. 
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SYNTHESIS 

A city must be open ended. 

A city to be open ended must grow along a line. 

A city should respond to growth and the mass-migration 
of people. 

A city is man-made and should create a new ecological 
pattern. 

A city must be an image and a symbol of our technological 
age. 

A city should be a place for opportunity for all people 
in frontier atmosphere. 

Movement within a metropolitan region should be multi¬ 
directional, have access, convenience, and provide speed, 
comfort and interest. 

A city should have a clear framework and focal points 
within. 
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PONTCHARTRAIN LIDO 

This is a satellite city adjacent to the metropolitan 

New Orleans area. It is located above and adjoining the 

Lake Pontchartrain Causeway connecting the south shore (New 

Orleans) to the north shore (Mandeville, Covington). This 

causeway is presently two single lanes of traffic and soon 

will be expanded to six lanes spanning 23.33 miles. 

Pontchartrain Lido is basically planned as a city over 

the water and using the air rights space over the highway; 

moreover, as the city expands at either end the same principle 

of air space will be used. To the south and approaching the 

central business district of New Orleans proper the air 

space would be above the continuous railroad tracks that 

wrap the major portion of the city. To the north and east 

of the lake, the growth could be more of a land based scheme 

and thus eventually encircle the metropolitan region con¬ 

taining some 500,000 more people. This entire development 

would be continuous and have rapid transit serving the 

central city and all related parts. 

Pontchartrain Lido is a linear city divided into 6 

initial zones of activity. Within each zone there will be 

a "generator" or activity node; this is a place of interest 

and activity planned in a way that at least half of these 

points would generate life the entire day. Fixed spaces 

such as housing and offices create background spaces and 

do not become focal points. 



ZONE 1 Generator: Convention Center for the New Orleans 
Region 

mile 1 Transportation Center; automobile parking, aqua taxi, 
aqua shuttle, rapid transit, local transit terminal 

Information Center 

Goods distribution center (warehousing) 

mile 2 Marina, Botel 

Placement Computer Center 

mile 2G Convention Center 3500 rooms 625 people/acre 

mile 3G Expansion 10500 rooms 

mile 4 Housing 2000 units 500 people/acre 
Expansion to 4000 units 

Zone 1 Population 11 ,000 
Expansion 19,000 

Zone 2 Generator: Cultural Center 

mile 1 Housing 2000 units 500 people/acre 
Expansion to 4000 units, primary school 

mile 2 Local marina, recreation, limited commercial 

mile 2G Cultural Center, multi use auditoriums, meeting 
center, motion pictures, restaurants, shops, bars, 
social center 

mile 3G Expansion 

mile 4 Housing 2000 units 300 people/acre 
Expansion to 4000 units 

Zone 2 Population 9,000 
Expansion 18,000 

ZONE 3 Generator: Commercial Center 

mile 1 Housing 2000 units 300 people/acre 
Expansion to 4000 units, primary school 

mile 2 Office space 500,000 sq. ft. 
Expansion 1,000,000 sq. ft. 

mile 2G Commercial Center, stores, restaurants, services 
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Air Transportation Center 

Police and Fire Center 

mile 3G Expansion 

mile 4 Housing 1500 units 200 people/acre 
Expansion to 3000 units, primary school 

Zone 3 Population; 8,500 
Expansion 17,000 

ZONE 4 Generator: Education Center 

mile 1 Housing 1500 units 200 people/acre 
Expansion to 3000 units 

mile 2 Local marina, recreation, limited commercial 

mile 2G Education center, secondary school, colleges, 
continuing education 

mile 3G Expansion 

mile 4 Housing 1200 units 250 people/acre 
Expansion to 2400 units 

Zone 4 Population; 8,000 
Expansion 16,000 

ZONE 5 Generator: Medical and Research Center 

mile 1 Housing 1200 units 250 people/acre 
Expansion to 2400 units 

mile 2 Local marina, recreation, limited commercial 

mile 2G Medical and Research Center. Care for the aged 
in this zone, office and private laboratories. 

Science Center and museum, commercial and res¬ 
taurants 

mile 3G Expansion 

mile 4 Housing 1000 units 250 people/acre 
Expansion to 2000 units 

Zone 5 Population; 6,000 
Expansion 12,000 



33. 

ZONE 6 Generator: Recreation Center 

mile 1 Housing 750 units 200 people/acre 
Expansion to 1500 units, primary school 

mile 2 Housing expansion 500 units 150 people/acre 

mile 2G Recreation Center, supervised recreation, in¬ 
struction, indoor and outdoor sports, Regional 
events, public and private clubs, Stadium, (golf 
course on north shore) 

mile 3G Expansion 

mile 4 Housing 500 units 150 people/acre 

Transportation Center, parking, aqua taxi, aqua 
shuttle terminal, rapid transit and local transit 
terminal 

Information Center 

Goods distribution center (warehousing) 

Zone 6 Population; 4125 
Expansion 7550 



PONTCHART RAIN LIDO: City Diagrams 

The following diagrams serve only as a partial explana¬ 

tion of the ideas set forth. The zones are intended to 

suggest focal points and do not have to be so rigidly divided 

into these segments. 

The patterns illustrated are designed to simplify and 

emphasize the land usage; moreover, they are not meant to 

be a proposed solution in the following form but of a pre¬ 

liminary step to a complex problem. 
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CONVENTIONS 

There has been a serious failure to take advantage of 

the New Orleans area for the potential convention business. 

Of the estimated 20,000 annual conventions, 6,000 of which 

are at national, international or regional levels, New 

Orleans hosted only 190 in 1960. These conventions attracted 

80.000 people out of a national attendance of ten million. 

Authorities generally agree on the reasons for this failure. 

The city appointed the Tourism Commission to study the 

relative lag in tourist trade and found that New Orleans, as 

a convention center, lacks adequate meeting facilities and 

space for exhibition. The economic survey prepared recently 

by the Real Estate Research Corporation found that this was 

due to three primary factors; Lack of hotel rooms, Lack of 

convention facilities near the hotels, and Inadequacy of 

meeting and exhibit facilities to accommodate these large 

conventions. 

In a recent interview with Mr. R. B. Montgomery, vice- 

president of the Chamber of Commerce, he pointed out the 

great need for additional hotel rooms in the metropolitan 

Mew Orleans region. The immediate desire on his part was 

at least 2,000 more rooms at present with an additional 

1.000 rooms by 1975. The hotel or hotels should be within 

a few minutes of the new International Trade Mart and the 

exhibition center. The hotel should also provide meeting 

rooms and space for exhibits as an almost self-sufficient 

center for better communication and control - a complete 
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area or center would create the best atmosphere for learning. 
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A CONVENTION HOTEL 

A convention hotel is a small city. It is a place where 

people meet and exchange ideas. A metropolitan region must 

have an arena to disseminate the great amount of knowledge 

that is accumulating in every corner of this earth. The 

advance that science is making in this age far exceeds our 

ability to communicate to others about it. 

This center for conventions and continuing education 

is based on a two-way communication system of knowledge 

flowing in from the region and individual, and outward to 

the region and the world. 

The center is located 15 minutes by monorail from down¬ 

town by air, 20 minutes from Baton Rouge and an hour from 

Houston. It is possible for a lecturer to fly here for the 

day and return to either coast in two hours. 

In most conferences, large groups divide into committees, 

then into work groups, back to committee and then reform in 

a large group. These scheduled meetings are primarily for 

announcements and demonstrations and to talk about ideas. 

Moreover, many ideas are exchanged in the restaurants, bars 

and leisure spaces. Also places for seclusion and relaxa¬ 

tion are essential to rethink thoughts and create new ones. 

Communication is most important within the hotel. A 

flexible space beneath conference and meeting room would 

allow replacement to a more advanced system. This is a 

mechanical consideration but possibly the most valuable form 

of communication is of an unplanned and spontaneous nature. 
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The main level of the hotel is the point of arrival into 

the building proper. All other spaces are connected and fed 

by this space. Commercial, meeting and eating facilities are 

located on the lower level and are joined to the lobby by 

various openings to allow an awareness of these activities 

from almost any point on the upper two levels. The lobby is 

the space for the "grand mix" and allows for free circulation 

to the mezzanine or meeting level, or to the elevators serving 

the various guest room sections. Above the main level and a 

spatial continuation of it are the exhibition spaces, library, 

bars, card rooms. Also a moving sidewalk wraps the lobby 

space and is provided for interior circulation, orientation, 

and a type of relaxation and sightseeing. 

Places for privacy and seclusion are planned in the mezzanine 

and upper plaza levels. In addition, the raised plaza on the 

18th floor provides a place for observation, a bar, restaurant, 

and vending machines supplying everyday necessities and 

placed equally between the two housing layers. 

The structural form was an approach to the problems of 

stability on this unprotected site. The guest rooms are 

within this structure and allow people to either look out 

to the lake, look down to the lobby and gardens below or 

look into structuring elements themselves. 

This convention center is not a mirror image of Pontchartrain 

Lido; it could not be with its unusual requirements. However, 

the framework for living, both aesthetic and structural, does 
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have parallei 1 ines . 

Residents, regardless of duration, need to form social 

patterns as we 11 as movement patterns in the shortest possible 

time. The same principle of the convention atmosphere is 

applied to the city atmosphere in these generating points. 

Social relationships are also encouraged in a planned and 

spontaneous way at these points. A city also needs places 

for privacy and seclusion and group activities as does the 

hotel. 

This hotel is a man-made island, a frontier, a new 

ecological pattern all of which emphasizes our technological 

advance in a man-made environment as well as a social uni¬ 

fication of urban dwellers in transit. 
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PONTCHARTRAIN LIDO CONVENTION HOTEL 

AREA REQUIREMENTS: 

Hotel: 3500 rooms Q 450 sq. ft. 1 ,575,000 

Circulation 200,000 

Lobby, lounges, exhibit, offices 350,000 

Laundry, storage, floor service 75,000 

Construction, mechanical 

Convention : 

150,000 
2,270,000 

1 750 seat meeting room 
3 600 seat meeting rooms 0 8,000 

22 100 seat meeting rooms 0 2,400 
28 60 seat meeting rooms 0 1,600 
12 25 seat meeting rooms 0 700 

9,000 
24,000 
52,800 
44,800 
17,500 

Library 8,000 

Printing Office 2,000 

Electronic equipment 5,000 

Press room 6,500 

Circulation, exhibition 100,000 

Construction, mechanical 

Commercial: 

25,000 
294,000 

Travel agencies, clothing, books, 
drugs, stationary, photo, etc. 42,000 

Circulation, display, exhibition 

Food Service: 

38,000 
80,000 

Dining room 1000 seats 32,000 

Cafeteria, multi use room 32,000 

Bars and lounge areas 15,000 

Grill, snack shops 5,000 

Professional club, private dining 8,500 

Kitchen facilities 55,000 

Construction and mechanical 20,000 
167,000 
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Support Facilities: 

Exhibit assembly 
Offices for hotel personnel 50,000 

Parking 1000 automobiles @ 300 sq. ft. 300,000 

TOTAL Square Footage 3,257,100 

This program is based largely on the program developed 
by Caudill, Rowlett, and Scott for the Convention and 
Continuing Education in Philadelphia. 1966. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY 0? INFORMATION ABOUT NEW ORLEANS Chamber of Commerce, 1966 

For January 1, .1067, the estimated population of corporate 

Nov/ Orleans is 069,075, and increase of 6*8•? over the i960 United 

Itate3 Census figure. The population of metropolitan New Orleans is 

computed at 1,079,470 a pain of 19a over I960. Population prowth in the 

New Oid nans Area is above the national average. 

Th«c substantial growth of Metropolitan Mew Orleans is reflected 

in expansion of the city’s livinp area. New Orleans is one of the largest 

cities in the United Stains in total area, covering 36.3-5 square miles, 

of 'which 199.4 square miles is .land area. Its metropolitan area is 2677-5 

square miles. The standard metropolitan statistical area is composed of 

the parishes (counties) of Jefferson, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Orleans. 

Orleans is coextensive with the 0it7/ of New Orleans. 

located on the Mississippi River, 110 miles upstream from the 

Gulf of Mexico, New Orleans is the natural and logical gateway for the Mid- 

Continent area of the United States. It serves as the ma.ior gatewa;/ from 

Mid-Continent U. 8. to the Latin American Countries and the world. 

HISTORY: 

Mew Orleans has an unique and colorful background. It was founded 

by Bienville in 173 3 as a French colony; became a French crown colony In 

1731; was given to King Charles 111 of Spain secretly by his cousin, louis 

XV, in 1?62; 'was under Spanish rule from 1766 to 1803 when it 'was transferred 

back to France. That same year Kevr Orleans was sold by France to the United 

States for 31.5,000,000 in the Louisiana Purchase. 

GOVERNMENT: 

Mayor-Council .form, composed of a mayor and seven councilman 
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Tho Port of Now Or loans, in 1965 handled 16.3U% more foreign 

commerce tonnage than its nearest Or. If com pot it ion; the value of this 

foreign commerce also was 37.7 53 above Houston. Hew Orleans is the 

gateway for the Mid-Continent area which has currently 55 of the total 

area of continental baited States. 39.9/3 of the population. 3S.61> of the 

nation’s retail sales. 37.73 of the nation’s rnanufaetured products. 

61.0 3 of the ration’s farm products sold, and 64.4/3 of the nation’s mined 

minerals. 

Hew Orleans’ well equipped facilities enable it to maintain its 

rank as second H. S. port in value of foreign commerce, and as one of the 

loading ports in the world, estimates based on U „ S. Department of Commerce 

reports show a combined ”alne of exports and imports of approximately $2.2 

billion each year. 

The Public Belt [railroad owned by the City of New Orleans has 

175 miles of tracks, and brings the various terminals, facilities and carriers 

of the port into a compact unit, practically surrounding the entire city. 

NASA-MICHOHD ASSEMBLY FACILITY: § 2 

The giant Saturn rocket boosters that will enable the United 

States to explore the moon and beyond are being built at the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Michaud Assembly Facility in New 

Orleans. Hstablished in September 1961, Michoud is now the production site 

for the first stages of the Uprated Saturn I and Saturn V space vehicles. 

Its k3-acre Manufacturing Building is situated on a 900-acre tract about 

15 miles east of downtown Mew Orleans. Although Government owned and 

managed, Michoud is operated by four prime contractors.: Chrysler Corporation 



Space Division, Uprated Saturn I first stage contractor; Range Systems 

Division of Ling-?emco-Vought, Inc., computer operations contractor; 

Mason-dust, support services contractor; and The Boeing Company Launch 

Systems Branch, 3a' 

NASA’s MAehoed. Ass 

nif.leant. During , 

salaries and v;ages 

goods and services 

turn V first stage contractor. The economic impact of 

omb g/ Eacility on the greater Nov; Orleans area is sig- 

1966, Michoud provided 23,000 gobs, $153,000,000 in 

, $103,000,000 in consumer spending and $17,000,000 for 

The $103 million consumer spending is two-thirds of salaries and 

wages estimated spent in retail purchases, and housing, medical, etc. 

Michoud1s production of Saturn boosters has continued to create widespread 

community, state, national and internationsl interest. During 1966, 

35,000 visitors—including 750 foreign nationals from more than A0 different 

countries—toured the unique installation. 

EASTERN NKW GALAAMS: 

Eifty square miles, 32,000 acres, of land in this area adjacent 

to the NASA-Miichoud riant is being developed as Mew Orleans East, and is 

considered the largest urban development in the United States under one owner 

ship, representing one-fourth of the total area of the city. The area is 

served by three major U. S. highways, two railroads, the Intracoastal Canal 

and the Mississippi kiver-Oulf Outlet. It Is being developed for residential 

commercial and heavy and light industrial area with its own parks, schools 

and churches * 

BASIC TRADING ARIA OF NifrJ OPLIAIll: 

Ihjs area consists of 1A parishes :in Lou :i.si ana and five conn Lion 

in Mississippi, with an estimated population of 1,695,900 in 1965. Retail 

, excluding services, -mounted to ,507,611,000 and net effective sales 



Within a 300-mile radius of New Orleans is a population of 

9,640,800, Retail sales within this area were $10,905,233,000 in 1965 and 

spendable income 07" 015,895,390,000. 

I.NHJSTRY: 

The New Orleans area is a. manufacturing center of the first 

magnitude. There are 900 plants with average employment of 58,000 in 1966 

receiving an estimated annual payroll of $293.0 million. Several plants 

are the world’s largest of their tyre. 

From 1946 through 1966 over $1.59 billion has been invested in 

capital expenditures for new and expanded manufacturing facilities in the 

New Orleans area, making it one of the fastest grown!ng industrial sections 

in the United States. 

New Orleans is rich in the basic chemicals of lime-shell, salt, 

sulphur, wafer, natural gas and petroleum. Manufacturers in the area 

produce from these materials a large variety of finished and sem-finished 

chemicals suitable for almost every tyre of production from acids to yeast. 

A vast complex of retro-chemical plants has developed in recent 

years along the Mississippi Fiver between New Orleans and Baton Rouge, 

representing a capital investment of more than a billion dollars. The rapid 

and continuing growth of the petro-chemical industry has become one of 

New Orleans’ maser economic assets. 

WATiiR ;'UPPLY: jf 3 

The Mississippi River is the source of the city’s water supply. 

The river is the largest supply available in the U. 3. - 309 billion gallons 



daily, approximately the amount no ns ujne d daily in tbo continental II. S. 

I’i'i'bor rat.or. a~*o 'tmonr x,ho lowest .in t.ho nation. 

DRAIN AGP. : 

nihnro are If drainage pumping stations in too Now Orleans drain- 

a re system which provides assn.red d retina ye protection for approximately 

57,145 acres of land. The stations house some 76 drainage pumps with a 

combined earn.city of anrroxiimately 33>700 cubic feet per second, 

JdAfPui 

iwcords of Idle N. d„ department of Tabor shoe; that the New Orleans 

workers, ape of whom am native-born, have a high percentage of days on the 

job and a smal i perce'Titsye of days off the job because of work stoppages. 

UNION FAddNNQLA TNLAINAL: # 4 

Completed in 1065 at a cost of 116,000,000, It combined six rail¬ 

road stations located in various parts of the city* It is one of the first 

completely air-conditioned railroad terminals in the nation. Located in 

the central business district, it serves all passengers traveling by rail 

and has oil minoted nearly 100 grade crossings in the city. 

AIH.P0H.Td: // 5 

Throe airports serve New Orleans. Tlnr Orleans International Air¬ 

port handles all scheduled airline passenger traffic, including jet service 

to virtually every major metropolitan a,rna. A near $7♦ 5 million terminal 

building was completed i.n 1959. Near Orleans Airport, on Lake Pontchartrain, 

is devoted exclusively to private and corporate plane usage. A $60 million 

military installation, Alvin Callender Naval Air dtatlon, is used by the 

air reserve units of Idee Navy, Air Norco, Marines, Coast Guard and National 

0 ua rd for t rainin g pu rpos <' s. 



TRAf!Sri)P.TATIOM: 

The city is served by 13 scheduled airlines with about 200 

flight arrivals and derarturos rev day* Seven of th°so airlines offer 

tran3-C?nlf foreion service from hew Orleans, and two combine to offer 

direct, ore-pien.e service to biir^pe. bipbt trunk-line railroads, making 

direct connections with leading cities in 28 states, operate from hew 

Orleans, Thirty-nine railroads maintain offline offices in hew Orleans 

for the convenience of shippers. 

The city :is served by more than 60 motor-freight .lines which 

offer fast and dependable schedules to and from all parts of the country, 

Two passenger bus lines operate from bh^ area, riving service 

to and from all of the halted ft.utos, 

hoar.1;/ 100 ro mlarl y-seheduJed steamship lines off ex* service to 

vaxdeus parts of the world and to A identic, Pacific and Gulf ports. The 

Port of Hew Orleans is visited each year by almost 3,000 ocean-going 

vessels, 

■is the southern terminus of the world’s greatest inland water¬ 

way system, over 20 barge lines serve the city from points on the 

Mississippi furor, its tributaries, the barrio?* dive?" in Alabama, and 

points along the Intracoastal Canal, which extends from P-rownsville, Texas, 

through Florida, along the bast ''least to How -Jersey, 

MI30I.11IPI I M71P: # 3 

H-orina a width of 2,2u0 feet at Caml oireot, the river has a 

backside depth of from 30 tn 60 feet and a mid-stream depth of more than 

100 to ]2Q feet, Levees at Hew Orleans are the finest, in the world. Trie 

Bonnet Cur re 3p.i3.lv/ay, 33 miles above the city, built by H. 0. Amy 



engineers, gives New Cb-ioans an oven greater margin of safety. It extends 

1-1/2 .miles along the Mississippi liver and has a flovrage capacity of 

MfO.OOC cubic feet ror second, greater than that of Niagara Palls. If the 

water 1ovol in the river becomes dangerously high, this spillway may be 

opened to divert the floodwabers into lake Pont chart rain and thence into 

the luff of Mexico, 

IMRNMT hi Ah C § 6 

This 5-1/2 mile canal connects the Mississippi River with Lake 

Pontcirw'trnin, and provides access for deep-water shipping to the comples 

of industrial rlants that line its banks. The Canal is connected to the 

river by a lock permitting the passage of ocean-going vessels. It is also 

the connecting link between the Intracoasta1 Canal and the river, and 

serves the seme purpose for the n°vr Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, 

LAKN PONTCHAPTRAIN: 

lake Pontchartrain, connecting with the Gulf of Mexico, offers 

boating, bathing and fishing. It covers an area of 610 square miles. A 

beautiful scenic driveway mxtmnds along Its shores, wnere an outs t.anding 

resort and residential section Is located. The Northern Yacht Club, second 

oldest in the *M 3., is located on the 3akofrent, adjacent to the New 

Orleans Yacht Club, yacht harbor, and the recently completed marina. 

CAUSEWAY ACROSS 7.A.K -) FOriTCiiAHTlTAIN: if 7 

Measuring a shoro-to-shore distance of 23«33 mi1ms, this bridge 

across 1 ake Pontcrmrtra i n, connecting Jeff arson anci Mi,. Tammany parishes, 

is the world!s longest over-water highway bridge. Total expenditure for 

the causeway and ;i is approaches was 151,000,000. It was opened in the fall 

of 1956. A second causeway paralleling the first, is now planned. 

This thesis could be a part of this new proposal 



INT3RNATI0NAL CENTER: .# 8 

The first two elements of the INTERNATIONAL CENTER — the 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE MART and THE RIVEROATE international exhibition 

facility — are nearing completion, at Eads Plaza where Canal Street meets 

the Mississippi River. The Trade Mart Tower is a 33 story building, 

financed through private capital. A 1,000 car parking garage is situated 

adjacent to the Tower Building. The total estimated cost of the two 

structures is $16.5 million. The primary purpose of the Trade Mart Tower 

is to house firms and organizations which are directly connected or in¬ 

terested in foreign trade and the business of our great port. Construction 

started in March, 1964, and tenants began moving into offices in the Tower 

in early spring, 1966, although work remains to be done on the project. 

Construction started late in. 1964 on the Rivorgate at a bid price of $11.58 

million, with completion expected in 1967. The building vail have 132,500 

square feet of usable floor space with no columns for the main exhibition 

area, seating 17,666 persons, and will also contain a series of large and 

small meeting rooms with storage and utility rooms and service facilities. 

The total building area will contain 580,000 square feet of floor space. 

A 2-level basement area will provide parking for approximately 800 automo¬ 

biles. The Rivorgate is being built and financed and will be operated by 

the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Now Orleans. 

CIVIC CENTER: ,r 9 

This impressive Center includes an $8 million, 11-story City Hall 

•with 431,278 square feet of floor space; $4 million, 8-story State Office 

Building, with 179,000 square feet of floor space; $2 million State Supreme 

Court Building; 3-2.5 million Civil Courts Building; and $2.5 million Main 



City Library, covering an area of 11 acres in the central business district. 

It is one of the most modern in the U. 3. From City Hall one looks down 

Loyola Avenue to Basin Street to the Garden of the Americas where the 

Simon Bolivar monument, a gift from Venezuela, and the Benito Juarez monu¬ 

ment, a gift from Mexico, are located. 

HO SPIT AL-M F,DI CAL COM PI,EX: £ 10 

Adjacent to the Civic Center, a group of hospitals and medical 

schools surround the 19 story Charity Hospital, operated by the State of 

Louisiana and providing beds for 2,787 patients. The 2,20A of these beds 

in the main building represent one of the largest hospital facilities in the 

world under one roof. It is served by 126 interns and over 300 resident 

doctors. It is the official teaching hospital for both Tulane and Louisiana 

State Universit;/ Medical Schools. 

Tulane Medical School, with 200,000 square feet of floor space, 

has added a 9-story $5,730,192 addition to this building to provide 284,000 

additional square feet. It is also served by a 7-story, $1 million parking 

garage and service building. 

Louisiana State School of Medicine has more than 225,000 square 

feet in the 8-story facility. It also has a student center that provides 

housing for UQ0 students. The addition of a School of Dentistry is being 

arranged. 

Veterans Administration Hospital is housed in a 10-story building 

and has a present capacity of 512 beds and has added a 5-st.ory addition for 

out patient medical clinic anb will, add 79 additional beds. This hospital 

is also affiliated with Tulane and Louisiana State University Medical 

Schools in the teaching of students. Its staff includes 24 full time 



doctors, 75 consultants and 50 resident doctors. 

Within the ^ev; Orleans metropolitan area there are 21 hospitals, 

including general, special, industrial, anny and public health hospitals. 

Total bed capacity is 6,949. Nov; Orleans is an international center for 

medical treatment and education. 

EDUCATION: 

Nev; Orleans has many fine educational institutions, including 

Tulane and Loyola Universities, Louisiana State University in Nov/ Orleans, 

the H. Oorhie Newcomb College for women, and St. Mary:s Dominican College. 

Medical schools of Louisiana State University and Tulane University are 

located in the city, as are two religious seminaries. Dillard, Xavier and 

Southern Universities are dedicated to higher education for Negroes. 

Delgado Trade School has recently become Delgado College. There are more 

than 3SO private, parochial, public and business schools in metropolitan 

New Orleans. 

MUSEUMS: 

A number of museums hold special interest for visitors. The 

State Museum is located in the Oabildo, the Presbyters and other nearby 

buildings, and includes many rare exhibits depicting Touisiana history. 

The Cabildo is presently closed for repairs. Memorial Hall has interestin 

collections of Civil War relics. Delgado Art Museum in City Park has many 

art treasures. The Pharmaceutical Museum depicts the history of medicine 

in Mew Orleans. The Wildlife and Fisheries Museum has been opened in 

the 'Wildlife and Fisheries Building. The Jazz Museum, where exhibits de¬ 

picting the development of jazz are on display, is maintained by the New 

Orleans Jazz Club. A number of art galleries and private museums in the 



area a re also open to 

has 144 authentically 

New Orleans history, 

museum and visitors? 

the public. The Musee Conti Historical Wax Museum 

costumed figures and depicts almost 3 centuries of 

Ohalmette National Historical Park has a battle 

center which are open daily. 

AUDITORIUM: # H 

Municipal Auditorium, within easy reach of all principal hotels, 

is the scene of many conventions, carnival balls and other events. Its 

arena seating capacity of 9,697 persons can be divided into two halls, 

one seating 9,959 persons and the other 4,944• There are 32,250 square 

feet of exhibit space on the vain floor; other exhibit areas are the Annex 

Building with 26,408 square feet and the Scheuring Room with 10,000 square 

feet. The stare offers an area of 130 feet by 50 feet and has 37 lines. 

The orchestra pit measures 59 feet by 9 feet. There are also three separate 

meeting rooms. The air conditioned Auditorium is a memorial to veterans of 

World 'War I. 

VIMUX CARRE: # 12 

Site of original settlement of Nov; Orleans, the streets exist 

today essential as they were laid out by Bienvillef s engineer. The streets 

still bear the same names in most cases and are straight, not conforming 

to the curve of the river as most streets in the city do. The section con¬ 

sists of thirteen blocks between Canal Street and Esplanade Avenue, with 

a maximum depth of ten blocks between Rampart Street and the Mississippi 

River. 

This section is a major tourist attraction and a center for 

entertainment and night life. Hero are located many of the world famous 

restaurants, and also one of the -world’s greatest concentrations of antique 

shops 



A survey conducted for the Chambers Central Area Committee 

by the Real estate Research Corporation of Chicago said, in part: 

The Vieux. Carre represents the .largest day in and day out concentration 

of out-of-town visitors that exists anywhere in the United States, Almost 

80 per cent of the versons interviewed by us on certain streets in the 

area lived outside New Orleans and most were strongly.” influenced to come 

to New Orleans primarily by the attractions which the French Quarter 

presents 

CLTMATTs AND HNALTH: 

New Orleans :is both a summer and a winter resort. As extreme 

temperatures do not prevail, outdoor recreation is possible during any 

month. The normal daily average temperature for October through March is 

a comfortable 59.8 degrees* Cooled by the waters of Lake Pontchartrain on 

the north and the Gulf of Mexico on the South, the normal daily average 

temperature for April through September is 77.A degrees. Seldom is freezing 

weather experienced. The temperature rises above 95 degrees on an average 

of only six days per year. 

Annual average humidity at 1:00 p.m., is 63^; annual rainfall 

is 53.90 inches. 

GUISINS: 

New Orleans is known the world over for the excellence of its 

food, and its restaurants enjoy international fame. Its cuisine is featured 

by Creole dishes prepared from rocires which have come deem through genera¬ 

tions. Cooking in this city is subtle art.. Many dishes and drinks of wide 

popularity had their origin in Now Orleans. 



FISHING AND TTIJT3T1NG: 

Southern Louisiana, with the largest acreage of coastal marsh 

land of any state in the Union, offers a veritable paradise to fishermen 

and hunters. This area, readily accessible from Mow Orleans, offers from 

perch to tarpon and name from squirrel to deer. Within a radius of 100 

miles of Mew Orleans it is possib] o to fish eve 17/ day in the year without 

fishing in the same body of water twice. A number of tarpon rodeos are 

held in ine a"noa ach voa. 

PARKS: 

Opportunities for recreation abound in th° cityTs 150 recreational 

facilities* Both City Lark, one o5 the largest municipal parks in the 

United States, with 1,500 acres, and. Audubon Park, 280 acres, were once 

famous plantations, These narks are noted for oaks and palms and other kinds 

of trees and flowers * The SouthT s largest 7,00 is in Audubon Park. 

Ohalmette Mational Park, a few miles bnlow the city, was the 

scene of the Battle of New Orleans, ending the War of 1812. 

P ont chart rain Amusement Park, situated on the shore of Lake Pont- 

chartrain, is one of the most modern and vie 11 euni.prod of its typ^ in the 

world. It includes one of th~' most popular swimming beaches .in the area* 

BIRTHPLACE 0? JAZZ: 

dev/ Orleans is general!v considered the birthnl ace of jazz * It 

is thought that jazz music first began to be recognized in M°*w Orleans around 

the turn of the century* This traditional .jazz is generally known as Hew 

Orleans of Dixieland .jazz* Many of the great names of .jazz started out in 

Mew Orleans, and. New Orleans is an active confer of jazz today. 



SO;SPD RdOVPdD BrlaTIVITTKS: 

Bardi Gras, the high point of the entertainment year, culminates 

weeks of ] aviso balls and pageantry with citywide masking and elaborate 

day and nirht mrndcs. Thousands of visitors f].ock to sew Orleans annually 

for this co.1 ebration. • >ther spectacular events of the 'near include a 

complete rale p.d a ef sports contests known 

which is dim nx—:l by the Sir oar Bowl Booth a’ 

The annual op¬ ■vine: Siesta offers tours of h 

tions during t b ^ t wo --rioks of tlw festival. 

Musi cal aciivi tv\s he .id during the year include 15 symphony 

concepts by the Mew Trleans Philharmonic oymrhony and lb performances of 

eight operas by the hew Orleans Opera House Association. Other musical 

events include: The Hummer Pops Concert dories, the Mew Orleans Gass Club 

concerts, musicals, concerts and operas by the Ncvr Orleans Recreation 

Department * 

RACING: 

The "air Grounds race track opens its season each year on 

Thanksgiving Day. P'.ac:ing is held at this famous track every day except 

Sunday for approximately 100 racing days each 7/oar. Many special races 

and hand!cars are held during this season which coincides with some of the 

creator attractions of the Mew Orleans calendar* including Mid-'Jinter Sports 

Carnival and the liardi Gras season. 

PRlP.lllIONAL H00TPA3 b: 

Mow Orleans has been awarded the sixteenth franchise in the 

National Rootball league. The ''New Orleans Saints1’ will field a team this 

fall. The horn'-' games will be' played at the dugar Bowl” at Tulane University 

until the new Domed Stcadium is built. The voters of the .State of Louisiana 



authorized the formation of a commission to build this covered stadium* 

which is expected to have multiple uses. The commission is now studyin 

the locat-ion and desicn of this new facility. 


