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ABSTRACT 

The first fifteen years of Texas statehood were 

pivotal in the development of San Antonio. Contemporary 

chroniclers vividly show how the city grew between 1846 

and 1861 from an ancient, crumbling Mexican village to 

a large, bustling commercial and military supply center. 

The United States Army caused many of the changes 

that occurred in the period. During the Mexican War, 

1846-1848, San Antonio became the military headquarters 

for Texas and a main supply depot for the fighting forces 

in Mexico. After the war, members of the Corps of Topo¬ 

graphical Engineers opened roads from the supply depot 

at San Antonio to forts along the Texas frontier. Military 

expenditures became the lifeblood of San Antonio's economy; 

the forts provided the area with unprecedented protection. 

The new roads brought increasing numbers of traders and 

travelers to San Antonio and facilitated the city's first 

adequate postal system. 

More and more newcomers settled in San Antonio to 

capitalize upon the expanding opportunities. Between 1846 

and l86l the city's population increased more than eight time 

from approximately a thousand in 1846 to over eight thousand 

in 1861. A heterogeneous group, composed mostly of Anglo- 

Americans and European immigrants, the new residents soon 



outnumbered the older Mexican inhabitants and became the 

new directors of San Antonio's development. They guided 

the city through a period of cultural, social, and economic 

growth. The first years of Texas statehood saw the 

beginnings of projects and organizations that would expand 

and become the foundations of metropolitan San Antonio. 

Significant developments occurred in both religion and 

education. The Roman Catholic Church increased its minis¬ 

trations, and the first Protestant churches, as well as the 

first stable public, private, and parochial schools, were 

founded. 

The number of firms or individuals grossing $500 or 

more each year more than doubled the decade of the 1850's, 

and the value of their products increased two and a half 

times. San Antonio's first newspapers—English, German, 

and Spanish—appeared. To provide rapid transportation 

between their city and a coastal port, San Antonians organ¬ 

ized a navigation company and two railroad companies, one of 

which, the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company, 

built a track from Port Lavaca to Victoria. 

The municipal government consolidated its position and 

enlarged its functions. It obtained clear title to city lands 

and defined its limits; it built new public buildings; it 

kept existing irrigation ditches and streets open and dedi¬ 

cated new streets; it established the first board of health 



and new cemeteries, as well as public schools and a 

public park; it aided the first fire companies and 

organized the first modern police force. 

This thesis attempts to designate and explore in 

some depth the highlights of San Antonio’s growth 

during the period under survey. 
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CHAPTER I 

AWAKENING CITY 

In 1846 when the United States government began to 

consolidate and nationalize the new and ill-defined state 

of Texas, San Antonio had already experienced over a 

century of history that can be measured better by growth 

and accomplishment than by time. 

The settlement had developed around the mission of 

San Antonio de Valero—the Alamo—the Spanish had founded 

in 1718. Established as a midpoint between the northernmost 

outposts of Mexico and the missions of East Texas, it was 

located on a broad fertile plain that lay athwart main routes 

of travel. The Spanish flag flew over the settlement for 

more than a century. During this time the Spanish built four 

other missions’*" and the presidio of San Antonio de Bexar to 

provide protection to them from Indian attacks. Thirteen 

years after the establishment of the first mission, fifty-six 

immigrants from the Canary Islands founded the villa of San 

Fernando de Bexar, the first civil settlement in Texas recog¬ 

nized by the Spanish king. The new colony was soon made a 

ciudad and capital of Texas. 

San Fernando Church, begun in 1738, marked the center 

of the village for which it had been named, and its cupola 

dominated the surrounding structures. The church stood 
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between two plazas. On the east was Plaza de las Islas 

(Square of the Islands), later known as Plaza de la 

Constitucion (Constitution Square), and still later as Main 
p 

Plaza. The one-story courthouse, Casas Reales (the Royal 

Houses), stood on its northeast corner. To the west of the 

church was Plaza de Armas (Parade Ground) or Military Plaza, 

probably so named because it was the site of the Cuartel 

(Barracks). 

The winding San Antonio River, creeks, and acequias— 

gravity-drawn irrigation ditches the Spanish had built to 

bring water to the missions and the town—made any gridiron 

system of streets impossible. Only a few short streets ran 

parallel with the plazas, and from them narrow, crooked, and 

irregular lanes led to houses along waterways. 

All the business houses and homes were simple one-story, 

flat-roofed structures built for defense. Because there was 

little timber in the area, buildings were constructed of 

adobe or of stone from local quarries. The flat roofs, cov¬ 

ered with dirt and gravel and with parapets three or four 

feet high, were coigns of vantage from which snipers might 

safely shoot during attacks. Thick walls, often three feet 

in depth, repelled bullets. The few windows were usually 

grated to thwart intruders. 

San Antonio de Bexar grew slowly but steadily for al¬ 

most a century, attaining a position of importance as the 
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capital city of Texas as well as the stronghold of Spanish 
3 

power east of the Rio Grande. Then suddenly all this power 

was lost. Bloody battles of the Mexican War of Independence 

forced the populace to flee for their lives, and the proud 

fortress was captured, looted, and left deserted. After 

Mexico gained her independence from Spain, Texas was combined 

with Coahuila to form a single state. There was little left 

in 1824 of the once flourishing town of San Fernando. Land¬ 

marks had been reduced to ruins; but, in their land titles, 

community property laws, and place names, the Spanish left 

their indelible marks. Another of these marks was a special 

temperament and character that would always set the community 

apart from other American cities. 

For a short period after the War of Independence, 

Mexicans and a few Americans began to rebuild the town, now 

called San Antonio de Bexar or just Bexar. The town became 

a battleground again during the Texas Revolution, and two 

bloody conflicts erased most of the progress made dinring the 

preceding few years of relative peace. Then, in the days of 

the Republic of Texas, San Antonio became the target of 

Mexican as well as of Indian raiders. 

When the United States Congress admitted Texas to the 

Union on December 29, 18-45,^ San Antonio de B^xar was a 

battle-scarred remnant of the old Spanish muncipality. Its 

800 to 1,000 residents still lived in structures built by 
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their Spanish and Mexican predecessors around the two ancient 

plazas and the parish church. German geologist Ferdinand 

Roemer noted in 1846 that "the most important settlement ever 

founded by the Mexicans on the left bank of the Rio Grande 

. . . gave the impression of decay,” and a young United States 

foot soldier, Charles I. Sellon from Pittsfield, Illinois, 

called the town "an old dilapidated-looking place. 

The predominantly Mexican population lived among 

rubble. Musket and cannon shot had perforated the stone and 

adobe houses. Cannon balls had even severed iron bars on 

the windows. The fabric of the church belfry was as "full 

of holes as a honeycomb," and shot had cracked the bells. 

Roofless and empty houses were used as stables to protect 

7 
horses from marauding Comanches. Most buildings, including 

the parish church and the former governor's palace, had dirt 

floors. The unpaved streets annoyed William A. McClintock, 

a volunteer in the Second Kentucky Regiment. "When wet," 

he wrote, "they are excessively muddy—and owing to the great 

quantities of lime contained in it it sticks to your feet 

with a tenacity the like of which, I have never elsewhere 

seen. When dry, (and they will dry in three hours) you can- 
g 

not step out, without being blinded by the dust and lime." 

Roemer noted that prominent Mexican families had moved 

south of the Rio Grande. The Mexicans who remained in San 

Antonio were of the lower class and "a lazy, indolent race." 
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The German geologist could not see how they managed to exist, 

"for although one can see small gardens next to the houses, 

one cannot find any corn or grain fields of any consequence 

outside the city limits." Mexicans spent most of their time 

in indolence or revelry. Often "groups of Mexicans stood 

around in the square, dressed in their picturesque native 

garb, with bright colored woolen blankets wrapped gracefully 
o 

about them, and wearing broad-brimmed, black hats."' 

Amanda Jane Dignowity, wife of Dr. Anthony Michael 

Dignowity, reputedly the first settler to come to Texas from 

present Czechoslovakia, recorded in 1847 that "Every one 

took a siesta" from ten o'clock in the morning to four o’clock 

in the afternoon. The plazas were then deserted and the 

stores closed. Visiting and amusements began after sundown. 

Public amusements included cockfights, occasional bullfights, 

and nightly fandangos. In San Antonio a fandango included 

dancing and gamblirg. In one part of the hall violin players 

repeated a single tune. Here men danced with Mexican women 

"of the poorer and uneducated families." In another section 

of the hall men crowded around gambling tables, usually play¬ 

ing monte, the favorite Mexican card game. Lacking other 

entertainment, many adventurous, restless Americans partici¬ 

pated in these rowdy diversions with as much zeal as the 

Latins.^ 

During Roemer's visit a conducta or caravan of Mexican 



6 

traders arrived in San Antonio. The German reported that 

"Such caravans come annually to San Antonio in great numbers, 

and this trade with Mexico, has given the city its only 

importance." The traders usually purchased cotton and 

tobacco, articles on which Mexico imposed high import duties. 

Mexicans smuggled these goods across the border into Mexico 

and sold them at a profit thereby justifying their long, danger¬ 

ous journey to and from San Antonio. Roemer feared San 

Antonio would lose much of this trade to a steamship line 

that had recently begun to operate on the Rio Grande. This 

line would eventually supply the provinces along the river 

12 with European and American goods. 

In the early years of statehood the vacillating fortunes 

of the town changed once again, and San Antonio regained her 

position as the most important and populous settlement in 

Texas. The Alamo City became a large United States military 

base and the supply center for the western part of the state 

and northern Mexico. Her population leaped from approximately 

1,000 in 1846 to 3,488 in 1850, 6,000 in 1853, and 8,325 in 
TO 

i860. D For the first time Latin-Americans became the minority 

group in the city. Ambitious and energetic Americans and 

European immigrants with their new ideas, new folkways, and 

new languages became San Antonio's directors. Under their 

dynamic leadership the city began a period of rapid and un¬ 

interrupted growth. The newcomers could not obliterate 
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San Antonio's Spanish heritage, but they did alter the city's 

appearance and character. The period from 1846 to 1861 was 

more than a time of regrowth; it was a pivotal era of expansion. 

Contemporary chroniclers recognized and described many 

of the changes that occurred. As early as March 1847 German 

immigrant Viktor Friederich Bracht reported that San Antonio 

was "in a remarkably prosperous condition." A new addition, 

Alamo City, was then being laid out near the old Alamo. 

French consular agent Francois Guilbeau had erected a 

"magnificant" two-story building that rivaled the structure 
14 

Irish merchant William Elliot had completed in 1845. 

Bracht noted also that one of the town's taverns had a read¬ 

ing room that kept a German newspaper, the St. Louis Volks 

Tribune. Men wore informal cotton and leather garments 

except on special occasions, while women dressed "very ele¬ 

gantly," paying "more attention to dress and finery in San 

Antonio than they do in New York, and in the large cities of 

14 
Europe." 

In 1854 James Pearson Newcomb, young, optimistic 

editor of the Alamo Star, wrote: 

San Antonio presents at the present time a more 

city-like appearance than any other city in the 

State. There are upwards of fifty stores; three 

large drug stores; twenty shoemaker shops; about 

the same number of tailor shops; two tin shops, 
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six ‘blacksmith's shops; an innumerable number of 

carpenter and cabinet maker shops; two large hotels, 

twelve restaurants besides a number of private 

boarding houses; fifteen or twenty grog-shops and 

four churches and three Sunday schools; which 

show that San Antonio is moral as well as immoral. 

Six schools besides the nunnery and monastery; 

one Debating Society, and one theater and four 

city papers. Its citizens are composed of every 

civilized nation on the globe. The streets are 

continually jammed with carts, wagons, carriages, 

horses and people; in fact they are too narrow 

(which is now beyond remedy,) for the business of 

the city. And without exception San Antonio is 

the most beautiful and flourishing city in Texas. 

Nature has done every thing, art little. It is 

situated on the San Antonio river, a stream which 

for beauty of scenery and clearness of water, is 

not surpassed by any in the world. Although it 

is not navigable, ... it possesses the greatest 

water power in the world, and on its banks will 

one day be a second Lowell or Manchester. There 

is [sic] upwards of a hundred houses in process 

of erection, and immigrants are continually pouring 
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in from every part of the globe.^ 

The following year Newcomb asserted "that no city, town or 

village, in this or any other State, has improved more 

rapidly, in every particular, than has San Antonio, during 

the last five years." 

Observations of visitors less involved in San Antonio's 

destiny support many of Newcomb's comments. In 1854, the 

same year that Newcomb wrote his first description, Connecti¬ 

cut-born Frederick Law Olmsted reported: "The local business 

is considerable, but carried on without subdivision of occu¬ 

pation. Each of a dozen stores offers all the articles you 

may ask for. A druggist or two, a saddler or two, a watchmaker 

and a gunsmith ply almost the only distinct trades." In the 

business district the New Englander noticed that "a surprising 

number of old Mexican buildings are converted, by trowel, 

paintbrush, and gaudy carpentry, into drinking-places, always 

labeled 'Exchange,' and conducted on the New Orleans model." 

Prices of goods, brought from Matagorda Bay by slow and 

irregular oxteams, were "extremely high and subject to great 

variations, depending upon the actual supply and the state 

of the roads." 

The streets of San Antonio were a noisy beehive of 

activity. 

If there be no personal affray to arouse talk, 

there is some Government train to be seen, with 
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its hundred of mules, on its way from the coast to 

a fort above; or a Mexican ox-train from the coast, 

with an interesting supply of ice, or flour, or 

matches, or of whatever the shops find themselves 

short. A Government express clatters off, or 

news arrives from some exposed outpost, or from 

New Mexico. An Indian in his finery appears on 

a shaggy horse, in search of blankets, powder, 

and ball. Or at the least, a stagecoach with 

the "States,” or the Austin, mail, rolls into 

the plaza and discharges its load of passengers 

and newspapers. 

Capital, acquired largely from expenditures by the military, 

was "quite large." In typical Southern fashion San 

Antonians had invested most of their capital in lands. The 

only notable "home-exports" were "Pecan-nuts, and a little 

coarse wool- .... The wealth and steady growth of the town 

depend entirely upon the rapid settlement of the adjacent 

17 country." 1 

John Coleman Reid, who arrived in San Antonio in 1857 

with a coterie of adventurers bound for the Gadsden Purchase, 

verified many of Olmsted's observations: 

. . . the business parts of the city . . . contained 

many extensive dry goods, hardware, drug and grocery 

establishments; . . . here the whole surrounding 
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country, El Paso, and much of Chihuahua draw their 

entire supplies. In these divisions of the town, 

we also observed various mechanical establishments, 

numerous one-horse whiskey and lager-beer retail- 

18 eries, alias black-let places of rendezvous. 

According to Olmsted San Antonians did not observe 

Sunday with so much piety as Newcomb had indicated. 

A scanty congregation attends the services of the 

battered old cathedral. The Protestant church 

attendance can almost be counted upon the fingers. 

Sunday is pretty rigidly devoted to rest, though 

most of the stores are open to all practical pur¬ 

poses, and the exchanges keep up a brisk distri¬ 

bution of stimulants. 

Yale-educated Olmsted reported that San Antonio did not have 

a dignity or culture commensurate with its ancient heritage. 

The city was a typical boisterous rowdy frontier town. 

The street affrays are numerous and character¬ 

istic. . . . More often than otherwise, the 

parties meet upon the plaza by chance, and each, 

on catching sight of his enemy, draws a revolver, 

and fires away. As the actors are under more or 

less excitement, their aim is not apt to be the 
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most careful and sure, consequently It is, not 

seldom, the passers-by who suffer. ... If 

neither is seriously injured, they are brought 

to drink together on the following day, and the 

town waits for the next excitement. 

Where borderers and idle soldiers are hanging 

about drinking-places, and where different races 

mingle on unequal terms, assassinations must be 

expected. Murders, from avarice or revenge, are 

common here. Most are charged upon the Mexicans, 

whose passionate motives are not rare, and to 

whom escape over the border is easiest and most 

natural. 

Other town amusements were few. The Mexicans had 

their fandangos and 

... a permanent company of Mexican mountebanks, 

who give performances of agility and buffoonery 

two or three times a week, parading, before night, 

in their spangled tights with drum and trombone 

through the principal streets. They draw a crowd 

of whatever little Mexicans can get adrift, and 

this attracts a few sellers of whiskey, tortillas, 

and tamaules (slo] (corn slapjacks and hashed meat 

in corn-shucks), all by the light of torches making 
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a ruddily picturesque evening group. 

The Americans had horse races and a theater that Olmsted did 

not hold in much esteem. 

The more grave Americans are served with tragedy 

by a thin local company, who are death on horrors 

and despair, long rapiers, and well oiled hair, and 

for lack of a better place to flirt with passing 

officers, the city belles may sometimes be seen 

looking on. The national background of peanuts 

iq 
and yells, is not, of course, wanting. 7 

The whole town turned out for public hangings and for any 

unusual event like the long—remembered arrival of three wagons 

loaded with apples the day before Christmas 1850 or the 

arrival of wagons filled with ice packed in sawdust, from 

90 
the East. 

San Antonians celebrated holidays with great festivity. 

Horace Elisha Scudder, future author and editor of the 

Houghton Mifflin publishing house and of the Atlantic Monthly, 

gave an account of two holidays celebrated during his stay in 

1859* On Washington's Birthday two bands, the Alamo Rifles, 

a local militia company, and the San Antonio Fire Company 

with an "engine drawn by four horses who raced off in every 

direction but the right one" led a parade around Military 

Plaza. Texas Independence Day was observed in much the same 
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way as it is today. The Alamo Rifles, San Antonio Fire Company, 

heroes of the Mexican wars, and "a large assemblage of young 

Texans" marched to the Alamo, where distinguished citizens made 

appropriate speeches.^ 

Most chroniclers agree with Olmsted that San Antonio 

22 
was a "jumble of races, costumes, languages and buildings." 

They also point out that there was but one line of demarcation 

between the several groups, that dividing Anglo-Saxons from 

non-Anglo-Saxons. According to Reid, "All members of the 

human family, whether from the bogs of swathe Ireland or 

elsewhere, and not of Spanish descent, are called by the 

23 Mexicans Los Americanos." ^ Americans made a similar dis¬ 

tinction, for Olmsted reported, "Americans, in speaking of 

them [jYIexicans^, constantly distinguish themselves as 

24 
'white folks.'"* 

Although they adopted Mexican customs and Spanish 

words, Americans considered most Mexicans their inferiors 

and refused to fraternize with them. Incompatibility be¬ 

tween the two ethnic groups had been a major cause of the 

Texas Revolution. During the early years of Texas statehood 

ever widening economic, social, cultural gulfs increased 

distinction and discrimination. Americans acquired control 

of the capital, and Mexicans were relegated to the low-paying 

positions of teamsters and laborers. After this change many 

Mexicans moved across the Rio Grande into Mexico; most of 
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those who remained in San Antonio lacked ambition and education 

and failed to use their voting rights to change their situation. 

According to German immigrant Emma Murck Altgelt, wife of Ernst 

Hermann Altgelt who developed the King William area, the first 

important residential section of San Antonio, the Mexicans in 

the city lived simply and frugally and were likely to continue 

25 
doing so. ^ Olmsted recorded that they led an apparently 

happy "free-and easy loloppy jjsicJ sort of life,” often stole 

when in need, and "consort M freely with the negroes, making 

2 & 
no distinction from pride of race." 

The homes of the Mexicans and Americans illustrated the 

disparities between the two groups. Materials used for build¬ 

ing in San Antonio were brick and adobe procured on the ground 

lot, magnesian limestone from nearby quarries, and pine lumber 

from the so-called Lost Pines of Bastrop. Wood of the local 

scrubby mesquite tree was used for fences and furniture, as 

27 
well as for fuel. 

Typical Mexican dwellings, called jacales, were con¬ 

structed of the most easily procurable materials—adobe, grass, 

and poles. Clustered along two interior streets and in the 

northwestern and southern extremities of the town, they were 

. . . built of small poles, ten or a dozen feet 

long, placed upright, tied close together, the 

space between daubed; over these, at convenient 

distances apart, are other poles answering for 
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joists (vegas), upon these are strewn tule, weeds, 

brush or grass, and over all a layer of mud, may 

be, a foot thick. A chimney is made by making a 

hole for the escape of smoke in the top of the 

house. . . . for a shutter to the door, a large 

28 
bulls hide is used. 

Within there was usually a single room that had 

... a floor of beaten clay a few inches below 

the level of the street. There was little fur¬ 

niture—huge beds being the universal piece de 

resistance. These were used by day as sofa and 

table. Sometimes there were chairs and a table 

besides; but frequently only a bench, with a few 

earthen utensils for cooking, which is carried on 

outside. A dog or a cat appears on or under the 

bed, or on the clothes-chest, a saint on the wall, 

and frequently a game-cock fastened in a corner, 

supplied with dishes of corn and water.^ 

Contrasting sharply with the simple jacales were the 

dwellings of more affluent Mexicans and los Americanos who 

"moved and lived in a much more genteel style" in other 

30 
sections of the city. Constructed of creamy white lime¬ 

stone and planed lumber, these houses were of varied 

architecture, expressing the many nationalities of their 
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occupants. Jose Cassiano owned, on Dolorosa Street, a stone 

house with a back porch, attic, and stables. Another Latin- 

American, Jose Antonio Navarro, maintained on Laredo Street 

a one-story home with a wide front porch. 

The residence of John D. Groesbeeck, descendant of a 

Knickerbocker family, resembled Navarro's dwelling. Located 

on Dwyer Avenue, it was low and wide with a porch extending 

across the front. Double mahogany doors opened into a broad 

hall that divided the house in two. On either side of the 

hall were rooms with fireplaces. Bois d'arc, pomegranate, 

ani laurel trees screened the house from the street. Nearby 

on present South Main was the two-story house of Frangois 

Guilbeau. Designed to serve the needs of the French consular 

agent, the house had a large dining room, parlor, music room, 

and ballroom. Lavish furnishings, including rugs, mirrors, 

and marble fireplaces, had been imported from France. A 

separate building, with less iron grillwork but more sturdily 

built of thick rock and plaster, housed a kitchen, slave 

quarters, and wine cellar. Grape arbors and tall trees 

surrounded the buildings. 

The residences of Irishmen John Twohig and James Vance 

were among the centers of San Antonio society. Twohig built 

his two-story limestone house on the bank of the San Antonio 

River, facing St. Mary's Street. Architect John Fries de¬ 

signed James Vance's two-story limestone mansion in the Greek 
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Revival style. Iron grill railings encompassed the front 

porches of the first and second floors. Cypress and walnut 

were used for the fabric and trim. Large gold mirrors, gold 

leaf furniture, and velvet curtains imported from France 

decorated the interior. In the rear were slave quarters, a 

31 stable, and a garden with grape arbors. 

John James, Isaiah Addision Paschal, and Samuel 

Augustus Maverick offered Anglo-American hospitality in their 

two-story stone houses. James' home, a favorite center for 

army gatherings, faced West Commerce Street. Paschal's home 

stood on a large plot of ground near the Ursuline Convent on 

St. Mary's Street. Maverick's home, noted for a large pecan 

tree in its yard, was located in Alamo City near Plaza de 

32 Valero or Alamo Plaza. These mansions as well as the more 

modest homes had extensive gardens irrigated with water from 

the San Antonio River or the acequias. The gardens provided 

33 both vegetables for table consumption and flowers. ^ 
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CHAPTER II 

MILITARY FOUNDATIONS 

The United States Army provided the basis for the 

development of San Antonio during the first fifteen years 

of Texas statehood. By bringing in money and furnishing the 

best protection the area had ever had, the military force 

promoted settlement and encouraged new civilian and govern¬ 

ment ventures. As soon as Texas became a state, on December 

29, 1845, United States military leaders realized that San 

Antonio would be an excellent site for a supply depot and 

for a troop concentration point. Located on main travel 

routes and on a fertile plain with abundant water and forage, 

it was one of the few cities in Texas that had adequate 

buildings to house materiel and men. Supplies, especially 

powder, could be stored safely in its dry climate for long 

periods. 

Anticipating a war with Mexico, that was declared 

May 12, 1846, the federal government stationed troops in the 

city even before Texas was officially annexed. In the fall 

of 1845 three companies of the Second United States Dragoons 

under the command of Colonel William Shelby Harney arrived 

at Camp Almus (the Alamo).■*" The men were quartered in the 

Alamo, the old Spanish barracks on Military Plaza, and at 

Mission Concepcion where army stables were located. The 
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troops repaired the old Spanish garita (sentry box) situated 

about a mile east of the Alamo for use as a powder magazine. 

In 1849 Captain George W. Hughes of the Topographical Engineers 

described the garita as 

... a strong tower, twenty-one feet square at 

base, thirty feet high, sixteen feet square at top, 

three stories high, with a look-out on top. It is 

built of stone, the walls three feet thick, with 

three loop-holes on each side. It is not arched. 

The entrance is from the east. Within a short 

distance of it stands another building, eighteen 

feet square at base, twelve feet high, and with a 

groined arch; the walls are three feet thick--the 

entrance from the west: it was obviously a magazine. 

The two buildings are defended on the southeast 

angle by a bastion with two long curtains enclosing 

the buildings on two sides. The advance works are 

of earth, and consist of a deep ditch and parapet. 

Between these works and the building was a well, 

2 
now partially closed with rubbish. 

Later the government rented additional buildings next to the 

Veramendi house on Soledad Street and the Vance building (on 

3 
the site of the present Gunter Hotel). 

In February 1846 the city offered to donate a hundred 
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acres near the head of San Pedro Springs as a site for a mili¬ 

tary post. The federal government declined this beautiful 

site because it was too low to give adequate protection from 

k 
Indian attacks. Soon, however, the army called upon the city 

for aid in securing a site for officers' quarters. The United 

States government claimed the buildings on Military Plaza 

formerly occupied by Spanish and Mexican troops but then used 

by private citizens. Governor James Pinckney Henderson hesi¬ 

tated to violate private rights."’ A less hesitant City Council 

not only granted to the army possession of these buildings but 

also an additional strip of land on the north side of the 

plaza. Desperately in need of barracks, the government began 

to use the existing buildings for officers' quarters but re¬ 

fused to accept the land on which the city had required the 

army to erect new structures. Brevet Major General Wi111am Jenkins 

Worth explained that the government never received conditional 

gifts and that, anyway, the space was too small for a post. 

In 1850 the city claimed the Alamo and in the following 

year offered it together with thirty acres of land rent free 

7 
as a depot for the Eighth Military Department. But the army 

continued to pay rent to the bishop of the Roman Catholic Church 

who also claimed and eventually obtained clear title to the 

Alamo. The city offered, and the army refused, various sites 
g 

for an arsenal building. The United States Government, however, 
o 

did occup the garita, free of rent, from the city. 
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The buildings became the center of United States mili¬ 

tary operations in the Southwest. In 1846 Brigadier General 

John Ellis Wool, commander of the army that made the center 

offensive thrust (San Antonio to Chihuahua) in the Mexican 

War, trained, equipped, and supplied his troops in San 

Antonio. About 2,500 soldiers encamped at Camp Crockett, 

a site about three miles north of the Alamo. Here the 

troops constructed a flying bridge to facilitate the army's 

passage across the Rio Grande.^ During the course of the 

war San Antonio continued to be a military gathering place 

for small parties and became a major supply depot. 

For the first time the fortunes of war encouraged 

rather than thwarted the development of the town. Mexico 

was the battlefield; San Antonio was supply center and conse¬ 

quently a place of government disbursements. These were 

San Antonio's lifeblood that promoted commercial ventures 

and settlement. Some contemporaries realized that the 

Mexican War was a turning point in San Antonio's history. 

Olmsted, for example, wrote in 1854: 

The capital owned here is quite large. The 

principal accumulations date from the Mexican 

war, when no small part of the many millions 

expended by Government were disbursed here in 

payment of contractors. Some prime cuts were 

secured by residents, and no small portion of 
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the lesser pickings remained in their hands. Since 

then the town has been well-to-do, and consequently 

accumulates a greater population than its position 

in other respects would justify.^ 

After the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 

1848, the federal government continued to be the main contri¬ 

butor to San Antonio's growth. To protect the frontier, an 

obligation placed upon the United States government by Texas' 

entrance into the Union and by the eleventh article of the 

12 
peace treaty with Mexico, the War Department assigned many 

of the troops that had served in the Mexican War to duty in 

Texas. San Antonio, designated headquarters for the Eighth 

Military Department in 1849, was the hub of the federal 

13 
government's new and extensive operations. ^ The troops 

stationed in the ancient city were called upon to protect 

the settlement and its environs from Indian forays and to 

see that more than twenty frontier posts, including the fort 

at El Paso 6?5 miles away, received supplies from the San 

Antonio Depot. Between 1849 and l86l the commanders of the 

Eighth Military Department, •after 1'853 called.the Department 

of Texas -—Brevet Major General William Jenkins Worth, Bre¬ 

vet Major General George Mercer Brooke, Brevet Major General 

Persifor Frazer Smith, Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston, Brevet 

Colonel Robert Edward Lee, and Brevet Major General David 

Emmanual Twiggs—found that theirs was a stupendous 

14 
assignment involving many unexpected duties. 



In the first place, the army had to open wagon roads 

before garrisons could be established and supplied. Congress, 

free from the expenses of the Mexican War, readily appropriated 

money for the exploration and creation of new routes. Con¬ 

gressmen believed these roads would effect much more than 

the fulfillment of United States pledges to Texas and Mexico. 

Military roads, guarded by frontier posts, would protect 

immigrants, encourage settlement, promote construction of 

commercial roads, and unite the country. When the frontier 

regions were settled and civilized, military protection would 

no longer be required."^ 

The federal government had the men and the money to 

undertake and complete projects often impossible for private 

entrepreneurs. In 1848 businessmen of San Antonio, hoping to 

make San Antonio rather than St. Louis the eastern terminus 

of the Chihuahua-Santa Pe trade route, financed a small 

expedition that hoped to discover a natural passageway from 

San Antonio to Chihuahua by way of El Paso. Federal troops, 

usually led by members of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 

opened several routes from San Antonio to El Paso in 1849 

x 6 ard discovered a route to Chihuahua. In 1851 the Bexar 

County Commissioners Court authorized William T. Smith, a 

citizen of Texas and a Chihuahua trader, to lay off a public 

road from San Antonio to connect with a road from Chihuahua 

17 to the Rio Grande. Communications between San Antonio and 
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South Texas were improved. Better roads between San Antonio 

and the coastal cities of Corpus Christ!, Aransas Pass, and 

Lavaca (now Port Lavaca) were surveyed; and a road between 

San Antonio and Ringgold Barracks (at present Rio Grande 

City), the most important post on the Rio Grande, was 

, 18 
opened. 

After roads were marked, the army faced another problem 

of supply—'finding an efficient and inexpensive means of 

transportation. Although the government purchased some pro¬ 

visions, especially bulky supplies like corn, hay, and wood, 

in San Antonio, most supplies were bought at cheaper rates 

19 in the East or New Orleans and transported to Texas. ' They 

usually came by ship to Indianola and by mule train to the 

interior. Mule trains were inefficient in that they had to 

travel slowly along routes adequately supplied with streams 

and water holes, and often they could not move during 

inclement weather. They were also expensive. For instance, 

charges for moving supplies from Baltimore by way of 

Indianola to El Paso amounted to nearly four times the 

20 original cost. To reduce costs the army tried maintaining 

its own teams; but hiring civilian teamsters and buying 

horses, wagons, and other gear required for transportation 

trains was usually more expensive than contracting for 

drayage . ^ 

To solve the problem of supply in arid areas, Secretary 
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of War Jefferson Davis sponsored a novel experiment that 

attempted to replace mule trains with camel caravans. Camels, 

contended Davis, would be a more efficient method of transpor¬ 

tation since they moved more quickly than mules, did not have 

to follow routes amply supplied with water, and could proceed 

in mud that retarded wagon travel. Camels would be cheaper 

than mules as they carried heavier loads, required less up¬ 

keep, and needed less equipment. 

Camels were purchased in the Levant and brought to 

Texas where camel transportation was tested during the latter 

part of the l850’s. The first thirty-four camels with their 

Arab and Turk attendants arrived at Indianola on May 1, 1856, 

and marched inland to San Antonio. On June 18 excited San 

Antonians tried to calm their horses as they watched the 

camels pass through town on their way to San Pedro Park 

that the city had designated for a camp site. The area 

around San Pedro Springs provided ample grass, shade, and 

water but proved too close to town. The animals finally 

found a suitable home at Camp Verde in present Kerr County 

but often came to San Antonio for supplies. But the use of 

camels for transportation never advanced beyond the experi- 

mental stages. Slow, expensive mule teams continued to 

plod the roads leading to frontier posts. 

As congressmen had anticipated, commercial traders, 

settlers, and mail carriers began to use the newly marked 
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military roads. Trade with Mexico increased and greatly 

advanced the growth of San Antonio's economy. 

The traffic, open and illicit, across the 

frontier with interior Mexico, has some importance 

and returns some bulky bags of silver. All the 

principal merchants have their agencies on the 

Rio Grande, and throw in goods, and haul out 

dollars, as opportunity serves. . . . It is this 

trade, probably, which accounts for the large 

stocks which are kept, and the large transactions 

that result, beyond the strength of most similar 

23 towns. J 

As there was no settlement between San Antonio and El 

Paso where purchases could be made, parties heading west 

usually assembled and bought supplies and equipment in the 

Alamo City. These purchases were of incalculable benefit to 

merchants and traders. For example, San Antonio became one 

of the most important markets for mules in the Southwest as 

travelers often waited until they reached San Antonio to 

buy draft animals. 

Large numbers of the travelers were surveyors and 

California gold seekers. United States commissions assigned 

to mark the boundaries between the United States and Mexico 

as provided in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Gadsden 
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Treaty stopped in San Antonio before proceeding to El Paso. 

In September 1850 the company commanded by Commissioner John 

Russell Bartlett encamped at San Pedro Springs. Clad in red 

and blue flannel shirts, dark trousers, and wide-brimmed white 

2k 
felt hats, the men were a colorful and rowdy group. Four 

years later, in October 1854, William Hemsley Emory and his 

group paused and obtained an infantry escort in San Antonio 

before joining the Mexican commission in El Paso to mark the 

lines of the Gadsden Purchase.^ In 1853 surveyor Andrew 

Belcher Gray, member of the commission of 1850, organized a 

party in San Antonio to explore a route for the Texas Western 

26 
Railroad. In 1858 William R. Scurry organized and equipped 

in San Antonio the Texas surveyors who joined United States 

officers in marking the boundary of Texas between Red River 

27 
and the Rio Grande. ' 

San Antonio was also a favorite departure point for 

herds of Texas cattle that were driven West to provide meat 

for the ever increasing numbers of California Argonauts. One 

of the largest of these herds, owned by surveyor and finan- 

28 
cier John James, left San Antonio on June 3> 18 54. 

The new passageways helped to unite the-country by 

providing San Antonio's first adequate postal system and 

stage service. Early United States postmasters in San 

Antonio, James L. Truehart and 0. C. Woodward, received and 

dispatched mail between San Antonio and New Orleans, Austin, 
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Gonzales, and Castroville.^ Ralph W. Peacock (later re¬ 

appointed under his new name John Bowen), Alexander G. Brown, 

and Henry S. Radez saw mail routes established throughout the 

10 
state and to the Pacific coast. 

After the Mexican War, Congress authorized important 

postal connections between San Antonio and interior and 

coastal settlements—Austin, Brownsville, Castroville, 

Columbus, Copano, Fredericksburg, Houston, Indianola, Lamar, 

Seguin, Victoria.^ Perhaps the most valuable routes for 

San Antonians were those that looked west to California. In 

1848 mail service was extended to Laredo; in 1850 Henry 

Skillman carried the first mail between San Antonio and El 

32 
Paso. Three years later George H. Giddings, one of four 

brothers who emigrated from Pennsylvania to Texas between 

1835 and 1846, received the contract for a monthly mail 

33 
service between San Antonio and Santa Fe. ^ 

In 1857 James E. Birch, organizer of the California 

Stage Company, was awarded a contract for the first San 

Antonio-San Diego mail route.^ On July 9 and 24, first by 

horse and then by coach, mail for the Pacific started from 

San Antonio’s Main Plaza along the lower route to El Paso 

33 
that federal troops had opened in 1849. J Overtaking the 

first train, the second train handed its mail to the first 

conductor who delivered both mails on August 30 at San Diego, 

where they were welcomed with firecrackers and a salute of 
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36 
a hundred anvils. The San Antonio and San Diego Mail Line 

or the Jackass Mail, as it was popularly known, was the 

first transcontinental mail and stage line and helped to 

unite the South and the West. After it began operations, 

travelers could pass between Texas and California at a cost 

of $200 that included meals, and San Antonio began to receive 

37 reports more frequently on happenings in California. 

United States troops were called upon to protect 

traders, travelers, and settlers. The War Department found 

that preventing Indian incursions and other uprisings on 

the vast Texas frontier was a difficult and often impossible 

task. Normally, the United States would have tried to control 

the Indians by assigning them to reservations and using 

treaties to regulate their relations with whites. But this 

program could not be employed in Texas, as the Lone Star 

State had retained her public lands and would not until 1854 

relinquish lands for Indian reservations. Meanwhile the 

United States relied upon treaties and a chain of forts to 
o O 

shield settlements and travelers from Indian forays. 

In May 1846 United States commissioners and most of 

the Indian tribes then in Texas met at Council Springs on 

the Brazos River and made a treaty in which the Indians 

acknowledged the jurisdiction and protection of the United 

States and granted the United States the "exclusive right 

39 of regulating trade and intercourse with them."^' Neither 
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party abided by the treaty terms. In 1849 Adjutant General 

Roger Jones informed Brevet Major General Brooke, then 

commanding the Eighth Military Department, that the Indian 

country of Texas was governed by state laws; hence the 

"Executive of Texas, under the laws of the State, will 

regulate and control the intercourse of her citizens and 

traders with the Indians . . . Brooke did "not, as mili¬ 

tary commander, possess the authority to restrain the conduct 

of evil-disposed white persons. . . . The leading purpose of 

the military force . . . on the Frontier of Texas . . . was 

to protect the peace of the frontier by repelling the in- 

40 cursion of Indians." 

As they had no Indian reservations and were unable to 

regulate trade and to restrain "evil-disposed white persons," 

the United States had to rely on military force to prevent 

increasing incursions by plains Indians who were harassed by 

lack of food, the pressure of Indian tribes from the north 

and east, and antagonism between Indian and white. Wishing 

to provide protection, but also to avoid a policy of offen¬ 

sive warfare or of extermination, the United States erected 

lines of garrisons to shield the frontier. But these forts 

were placed too far apart to guard the area. For instance, 

on the road to El Paso, Fort Davis was 180 miles from Fort 

Lancaster, and troops at the posts, composed mostly of 

companies of infantry, lacked sufficient horses to patrol 
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the roads adequately. Indians easily penetrated the lines 

to attack commercial trains of San Antonio merchants, mail 

coaches, travelers, and settlements as far east as the 

4l 
suburbs of San Antonio. 

Apprehensive and angry San Antonians turned to the 

state for additional protection. In the summer of 1850 

John Twohig forwarded a petition of citizens of San Antonio 

requesting military protection and commenting that the 

situation was such that "if we cant prevail on you to give 

this matter some attention this country will be entirely 
h p 

broken up." In 1854 and 1855 at public meetings San 

Antonians requested from Governor Elisha Marshall Pease 

43 
"aid and assistance" to stop Indian outrages. •' 

Texas governors requested and obtained increased 

numbers of United States troops. But the companies were 

seldom full strength, and the detachment of "extra and 

daily-duty men, and the sick" left a "very reduced force" 

44 for guarding the frontier. To supplement this force the 

federal government reluctantly authorized the commanders 

to requisition small state forces of mounted men for a period 

not exceeding six months. Brevet Majoi General Brooke Called upon 

the governor for additional troops in 1849 and 1850.^ 

These Texas Rangers, that included a group recruited in 

San Antonio by the colorful Mexican War scout Captain John 

Salmon (Rip) Ford, were far more effective Indian fighters 
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than federal troops Decause the Texans knew the country and 

46 the ways of the Indians. But future United States com¬ 

manders rarely called upon state forces. In 1B55 the Herald 

reported that Brevet Major General Smith and his command 

"have not the force to protect the frontier, if they had 

the will."^ 

Despairing of obtaining adequate federal protection 

and confronted with civil disturbances and Mexican forays 

as well as Indian depredations, successive governors called 

out increasing numbers of Rangers for the "unprotected and 

defenceless" state. The situation was particularly serious 

in 1S55 when many of the regular United States forces in 

Texas were moved to Kansas. In July Governor Pease author¬ 

ized James Hughes Callahan to raise a state mounted force 

iLH 
to protect citizens in Comal and Bexar counties. But in 

September citizens of San Antonio informed the governor 

that Indians were committing robberies and murders within 

five miles of the state's largest city. The only resistance 

the redskins were encountering were "small parties of men 

who started in pursuit upon the impulse of the moment, 

without provisions—half armed, and often without their 

49 hats and coats." ' Pease rushed to San Antonio to confer 

with Smith about calling out additional troops, only to 

find that the commanding general was in Corpus Christi.-^ 

Meanwhile Callahan chose to employ a more vigorous 
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policy. In October he led his command across the Rio Grande 

in pursuit of some Lipans. Encountering resistance from 

Mexican troops, the Rangers captured and burned the town of 

Piedras Negras before retreating. Callahan was dismissed 

from Ranger service, but the citizens of San Antonio ap¬ 

plauded his offensive action.^ 

In 1857 San Antonians once again solicited aid from 

Texas Rangers. During the summer and fall of that year 

Mexican teamsters hauling goods along the deserted road 

between San Antonio and the ports of Indianola and Lavaca 

began to be attacked as they slept around their fires. The 

cartmen were charged by their assailants with stealing, but 

no evidence substantiated this accusation. Lawyer Isaiah 

A. Paschal believed "the active perpetrators of the outrages" 

were "generally American teamsters or those having an inter¬ 

est in hauling" who resented the Mexicans' carrying goods 

at a rate cheaper than their own. Civil authorities were 

unable or unwilling to arrest the culprits. By August 

Mexicans were leaving town, and prices in San Antonio had 

52 increased thirty per cent. In August four San Antonio 

businessmen—SamuelA. Maverick, James R. Sweet, Thomas N. 

Waul, and John A. Wilcox—visited Karnes and Goliad 

counties to investigate the depredations. The committee 

believed steps were being taken to apprehend the offenders 

but suggested a reward of $1,000 be offered for every conviction 
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53 as an added inducement to promote justice. y 

By September, however, the attacks had increased, and 

neither the federal government nor the state government had 

taken action to protect the Mexican oxcarts. Paschal 

appealed to Pease again, "For God's sake give an order to 

raise a company for the protection of the people on this 

54 road if Genl Twiggs has no men to spare for the purpose." 

"Without such aid," Paschal later wrote, "this country will 

soon be in a deplorable condition in all the horrors of a 

civil war. Many of the Mexicans are leaving with the spirit 

of revenge and if no aid should be afforded they will resort 

to acts of retaliation."-^ In the same month, after a train 

carrying government supplies had been attacked, Twiggs finally 

appointed a detail to escort trains "to prevent the delay of 

stores for the frontier posts.n:> After visiting San Antonio, 

the governor authorized G. H. Nelson of the Alamo City to 

raise a company of mounted volunteers to reinforce the United 

57 States detachment. As the state lacked arms at San Antonio, 

the United States ordnance depot at San Antonio furnished 

Nelson's company with 75 rifles and 150 horseman's pistols.^ 

These escorts curtailed the attacks, but the perpetrators of 

what is known as the Mexican Cart War were never apprehended. 

In 1857 citizens of San Antonio organized a local 

volunteer company, called the Alamo Rifles, to supplement 

federal and state troops. The organization, numbering about 



36 

forty men of every ethnic group in the city, was chartered 

by an act approved February 15» 1858,^ The chief function, 

apparently, of the militia company, dressed in bright uni¬ 

forms from New York, was to grace social events of the city. 

In August 1857 Captain John A. Wilcox did, however, offer 

the Alamo Rifles for service in quelling the Mexican Cart 

War, but the state furnished the company with no arms until 

1858.60 

This small militia group was welcome, however, during 

the next crisis which faced San Antonians—the so-called 

Cortina Wars. These attacks were initiated by the Mexican 

Juan Nepomuceno Cortina who crossed the Rio Grande in 1859 

to raid settlements in South Texas and to invade Brownsville. 

At first Cortina received little opposition, as federal 

soldiers formerly stationed in the lower Rio Grande Valley 

had been transferred to northwestern Texas. To assist "the 

civil authorities in the County of Cameron in quelling the 

lawless and bloody disturbances at the city of Brownsville," 

Governor Hardin Richard Runnels authorized Captain William 

G. Tobin of San Antonio to muster a hundred men "into the 

temporary service of the state . . . ." But these Texas 

Rangers could not rout Cortina. After the Mexican bandit 

repelled Tobin’s company, apprehensive San Antonians 

visualized Cortina marching inland to the army stronghold. 

Everyone mobilized; even the San Antonio Fire Association 
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"resolved itself into a Militia Company for the protection of 

the City against the probable attack of one Cortinez.” 

In December federal troops with the support of Texas 

Rangers finally engaged and routed the Mexican force at Rio 

Grande City. In early i860 Brevet Colonel Robert E. Lee 

arrived in San Antonio, assumed command of the 

Department of Texas, and rapidly ended the Cortina Wars 

by demanding Mexico bring Cortina under control or United 

States troops would cross the Rio Grande to contain him. ^ 

San Antonians complained vociferously and continuously 

about Indian atrocities and lack of federal protection. 

Undoubtedly, the United States did not provide complete 

protection, but nevertheless both trade and travel increased 

and the frontier advanced during the early years of state¬ 

hood. Military spending and protection provided the foun¬ 

dation stones and security that San Antonio’s new leaders 

required to develop the city. 
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CHAPTER III 

CITY BUILDERS 

The population of San Antonio in i860 was 8,235* Among 

these were many Mexicans, Americans from the older states, and 

Germans; a seasoning of English, French, and Irish; a scatter¬ 

ing of Poles, Slavs, Swiss, and others. In 1851 young 

Lutheran missionary Philipp Friedrich Zizelmann reported that 

more than forty per cent of the four thousand residents were 

foreign-born, from twenty-one countries. Four principal 

tongues—Spanish, English, German, and French—were used in 

daily intercourse. To Zizelmann the city was "a Babel on a 

small scale.”'*' Confused by language barriers and baffled 

by an unfamiliar setting, the town's residents associated 

with those of their own language group, clung to their tra¬ 

ditional customs, and did not harmonize easily. With notable 

exceptions of American marrying daughters of prominent 

Mexicans, like John B. Lacoste to Maria Manuel Menchaca and 

Daniel I. Tobin to Josefa Elea Navarro, residents married 

2 
members of their own language and ethnic group. The diver¬ 

sity of language and ethnic groups then was likely the most 

important fact about San Antonio between 1846 and 1861. 

Although they had lost some of their former influence, 

Spanish-speaking Latin-Americans continued to give San 

Antonio a distinctive flavor. Language and numerous 
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commemorations bound San Antonio's oldest group together. 

Each year Latin-Americans in San Antonio celebrated September 

16, the day Mexico had declared her independence from Spain 

in 1821. The majority of the Mexican festivities centered 

around the Roman Catholic Church; even fiestas opened with 

religious services in the morning, followed by races, cock¬ 

fights, and fandangos. Among the many saints' days commem¬ 

orated were June 13, the feast day of St. Anthony, patron 

saint of San Antonio, and the five-day period beginning on 

St. John the Baptist's Day, June 24, and ending on Sts. 

Peter and Paul's Day, June 29> that celebrated the beginning 

of summer. During the Christmas season Mexicans performed 

two plays that the brown-robed Franciscan friars had used 

for teaching Indians the story of the Nativity. For nine days 

before Christmas Mexicans enacted Las Posadas, the story of 

Joseph and Mary seeking shelter. On Christmas Eve the play 

changed to Los Pastores, a miracle drama describing the 
3 

shepherds' search for the Christ Child. 

Two of the most influential representatives of the 

Latin-Americans were old residents of Texas and friends 

of the Americans. Jose"’ Cassiano (1791-1862), an Italian 

immigrant formerly called Guiseppe Cassini, was a prosperous 

merchant who, it is said, had helped to finance the Texas 

Revolution. Jose Antonio Navarro (1795-1871), a friend 

of Stephen F. Austin, advocate of constitutional government, 
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signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence, and member 

of the Santa Fe Expedition, was a large landowner, an afflu¬ 

ent merchant, and a prominent lawyer. A man of importance 

in both Anglo-American and Mexican circles, he was a counselor 

and guide to the Mexican people and often served as a mediator 

between them and the English-speaking group. Slender and of 

medium height, Navarro usually dressed in white linen suits 

and was known as the White Dove.^ Among the other prominent 

Latin-Americans at this time were members of the Arocha, de 

los Santos Coy, Leal, Menchaca, Ruiz, Seguin, Veramendi, 

and Yturri families. 

English-speaking Southerners, Northerners, British- 

Americans, and Irish were the next group that arrived in 

San Antonio. These residents were united by a common lan¬ 

guage and certain festive days like the Fourth of July and 

Texas Independence Day. But the strongest bond between these 

intensely ambitious settlers was their common endeavor to 

capitalize economically upon every advantage that San Antonio 

offered. Many of the Anglo-American leaders of San Antonio 

between 1846 and l86l had established roots in the city before 

or during the days of the Texas Republic. 

Samuel Augustus Maverick (1803-1870), Yale-educated 

and lawyer from South Carolina, who had come to San Antonio 

in 1835j was one of the first Southerners to arrive in the 

city. Signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence, mayor 
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of San Antonio, and legislator, Maverick was instrumental 

in almost every large business or civic venture in San 

Antonio. During the days of the Texas Republic, Georgian 

Isaiah Addison Paschal (1808-1868), another prominent lawyer, 

and his younger brother Franklin Lafitte Paschal (1810-1884), 

7 
a veteran of the Texas Army, settled in San Antonio. 

Kentuckian Warrick Tunstall (1814-1893) came and opened a 
Q 

law office. 

Among the attorneys from the North who settled in San 

Antonio were New Yorkers Ira Leslie Hewitt, who served as 

chief justice of Bexar County in 1848 and 1849,^ and David 

Campbell Van Derlip (1812-1856).^ Northerners, however, 

are best remembered for their contributions to San Antonio's 

commercial development. Among this group were the brothers 

Nathaniel and Henry Martyn Lewis, descendants of a Welsh 

family who had settled on Cape Cod in the early part of the 

seventeenth century. Nathaniel (I806-I872), who left 

Falmouth for the sea in the early 1820's while still in 

his teens, came to Texas and San Antonio about 1832. He 

quickly rose from pennilessness to the affluence of one of 

the wealthiest merchants in Texas by never allowing his 

friendliness to interfere with his pursuit of the dollar. 

Explaining succinctly, "I am not a fighting man, I'm a 

businessman," he gathered his most precious merchandise 

from his store on Main Plaza and left before the battle of 
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the Alamo.^ But Lewis returned to become one of San Antonio's 

richest citizens and greatest benefactors,.serving as aider- 

man and donating the land for a park named in his honor. In 

addition to his mercantile interest, Lewis became a cattle 

king, large real estate owner, and operator of a flour and 

grist mill. A jolly man with a bald head, Nathaniel Lewis 

was called Don Pilon by children who received a stick of 

12 candy or a cookie with each purchase. 

Nathaniel Lewis was instrumental in bringing two 

other outstanding residents to San Antonio. His younger 

brother Henry Martyn Lewis, a brilliant lawyer, became 

editor of the Western Texian, San Antonio's first newspaper. 

In 1847 Nathaniel Lewis married Letitia Groesbeeck, a 

descendant of Knickerbocker families in New York and sister 

of John D. Groesbeeck (1816-1855) of Houston. Lewis per¬ 

suaded his brother-in-law to join him in the mercantile and 

13 banking business in San Antonio. J Later Groesbeeck formed 

a similar partnership with John C. French, a wealthy merchant 
14 

from New Jersey. 

Like Nathaniel Lewis, Enoch Jones (1802-1863), Ohio- 

born and son of "the first Baptist Mins,iter west of the 
\ 

Allegheny Mountains," was a self-educated man, entering 

business at about the age of twelve. Jones may have come to 

San Antonio as early as 1835 but did not settle permanently 

in the city until 1846, when he opened a general merchandise 
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store on Military Plaza, later moving to Main Plaza. Like 

Lewis, Jones expanded his interests, becoming one of the 

15 
largest stock raisers and .landowners in Texas. 

New Yorker Albert A. Lockwood came to San Antonio for 

his wife's health in 1843• Charles J. Cook and his wife, 

of Morris County, New Jersey, invested in a commission 

business with him. Known as C. J. Cook & Co., the general 

merchandise store was located on Commerce Street near Main 

Square. In 1851 Lockwood bought the Cooks' interest in the 
*1 f) 

business. This New Yorker contributed to the cultural as 

well as the economic growth of San Antonio, as he was a well- 

educated man who brought a valuable library of first editions 

and classics to Texas—all lost in a Galveston flood of the 

1860's. His talents were put to use by the city, which he 

served as mayor from 1857 to 1859* George Henry Giddings 

from Pennsylvania, who married Lockwood's daughter Emma, 

in 1846 followed his father-in-law to San Antonio where he 

entered the mercantile business. Later he became a mail and 

17 stage line operator. 

After losing his patrimony in speculations in New York 

City, Oscar Bernadotte Brackett (1812-1857) came to San 

Antonio about 1845. He established a line of wagon trains 

between San Antonio and Mexico and opened a store in 

Brackettville, established on his headright and named for 

him.1® Charles F.King (I8ll-l869)> descendant of eighteenth- 

century settlers of Massachusetts and a veteran of the 
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battle of San Jacinto, joined Brackett In several mercantile 

ventures between New Orleans and Mexico City. King served as 

mayor in 1847-1848 and 1852-1853 and later entered the auction 

and commission business with Irishman John M. Carolan who 

was mayor in 1854.^ 

A surprisingly large number of British-Americans 

settled in San Antonio. Surveyor John James (1819-1876) 

came to San Antonio in 1837 from Nova Scotia. He acquired 

large land holdings while surveying the original boundaries 

of the San Antonio grant and plotting the townsites of 

20 
Castroville, D'Hanis, Boerne, Quihi, and Bandera. In 1849 

James R. Sweet, who had married James' sister Charlotte, 

came from New Brunswick to join his brother-in-law in San 

Antonio. Sweet became a leading merchant and served four 

terms as mayor, 1855-1856 and 1859-1862, but perhaps he is 

remembered best as the father of the Texas humorist 

Alexander Edwin Sweet. James Pearson Newcomb (1837-1907) 

from Nova Scotia was to make a signal contribution to the 

development of newspapers in San Antonio, founding four— 

the Alamo Star, the Herald, the Alamo Express and the 

22 
Tri-Weekly Alamo Express—during this period. 

George Cupples (1816-1895) from Scotland became one 

of the most prominent physicians in the city. A graduate 

of the University of Edinburgh, Cupples practiced in 

Spain and Paris before he immigrated to Texas in 1844. 
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The first to introduce the use of anesthetics, first ether 

then chloroform, into Texas, Dr, Cupples was recognized as 

one of Texas’ finest surgeons. The small, bearded 

doctor was also the leader and father of organized medicine 

in Texas. He served as the first president of the Texas 

Medical Association, founded in 1853> and as the first presi¬ 

dent of the first component medical society in Texas, the 

Bexar Medical Society (composed of Bexar County and Medina 

County practitioners) which the Texas Medical Association 

chartered in September 1853• 

The Irish contributed enterprising merchants and pro¬ 

fessional men to the city's development. They, too, began 

to arrive in the late 1830's, settling for the most part in 

the area from Houston Street on the south to Grand Avenue on 

the north and from Nacogdo’ches Street on the east to Avenue 

C (now Broadway). Here they erected their one-story houses 

of soft stone quarried near the city. Called Irish flats, 

the structures had thick walls and overhanging roofs that 

covered large front porches. Whenever a new family arrived, 

their Irish neighbors, fortified with ample food and much 

drink, helped the newcomers build their house. The Irish 

gathered every week for a dance where music was provided by 

a fiddle. On St. Patrick's Day they assembled for early 

mass at St. Mary's Church before marching through the streets 

of San Antonio. They solemnized deaths with Irish wakes, 
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Many of the Irish became prominent merchants and poli¬ 

ticians in San Antonio. Merchant Bryan Callaghan (1809?-1854) 

was elected mayor of the city in 1846, and fathered a son who 

served in this office many times. Edward Dwyer (1808-1854) 

who served as mayor from 1844-1846, Peter Gallagher 

(1812-1878), and John Twohig (1806-1891) were other outstand- 

2^ 
ing businessmen. J The brothers James, William, and John 

Vance, sons of John and Martha Davis Vance who hat’d = emigrated 

from Strabane, Ireland, to New York City, were merchant 

tailors in New York and New Orleans before opening a mer- 

26 
cantile store in San Antonio about 1848. Five of the six 

sons born in Nova Scotia of Ireland-born William and 

Catherine Maxwell Devine came to San Antonio—Daniel, 

Joseph, Gregory, Dr. James M., and Thomas Jefferson. Daniel 

and Joseph opened a mercantile firm called Daniel Devine & 

Bro. Gregory became a large landowner. Dr. James M. Devine 

(I819-I889) served a term as treasurer of San Antonio, 

1848-1849, and four terms as mayor, 1849-1851, 1853-185^> 

1856-1857. Thomas Jefferson Devine (1820-1890) became a 

distinguished lawyer, serving as city attorney, 1844-1851, 

and district judge, 1852-1860.^ 

While English-speaking residents concentrated upon 

directing the economic advancement of San Antonio, European 

immigrants focused upon the community's cultural and social 

development. Population schedules of 1850 and i860 and 
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court minutes indicate that by far the largest majority of 

foreign immigrants to settle in San Antonio from 1846 to 

2 8 
i860 were from the states that later were unified as Germany. 

These German immigrants were perhaps the closest knit 

of the language groups. Many were political refugees, men 

of education and refinement but not of wealth. With a few 

significant exceptions, the Germans formed San Antonio's 

middle class—small shopkeepers and artisans. As befitted 

their background, these men were primarily the cultural 

rather than the economic leaders of the period. Gregarious 

and convivial, the Germans formed most of the early cultural 

and social organizations of the city. At first many of these 

associations were exclusively German, provoking criticisms 

of clannishness, but gradually they were opened to all citi¬ 

zens and became the bases of the cultural and social life in 

29 
San Antonio. 

The home was the center of many German gatherings. 

Here the Germans prepared their traditional foods like 

Heringssalat (herring salad) and Kartoffel Klosse (raw 

potatoes, eggs, and croutons). The women gathered for 

afternoons of sewing called Kaffee-KrSnzchen or Kaffee- 

Klatschen♦ The men congregated in homes or social clubs 

to play the intricate game of Skat. 

Soon German Kultur was represented by cultural and 

social clubs. The Casino Association of San Antonio was 
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the most important of these organizations. Originally a 

group of intellectual Germans met in the home of Carl 

Hummel, but in 1857, the year it was chartered by the state, 

the club moved to their own hall which J. H. Kampmann had 

built on Market Street (where the Water Works building now 

stands) . ^ 

With the exception of officers of the United States 

Army who were admitted to club privileges, membership was 

restricted to those who spoke German, the official language 

of the club.^1 Men gathered each day for conversation, 

drinking, and Skat. Once a month families were invited to 

a concert or an amateur play which was followed by a "hop" 

(dance). A Kinderball (children's ball) was held for 

children on Christmas Day and a Maskenball (masked ball) on 

Shrove Tuesday. Fathers formally introduced their daughters 

to society at the club on New Year's Eve. Club members were 

among the first to sponsor drama and concerts in San Antonio. 

They formed their own theatrical group and permitted visit¬ 

ing celebrities to use the Casino Hall of 400 seating 

capacity, the only place in San Antonio where traveling 

companies were able to hold performances. Early performers 

included violinist Julius Brown, flutist and violist Madam 

Sieminski, and the Apollo Minstrels. Often members of the 

Casino Club assisted visiting artists in their perform-^. 

33- ances. 



The Casino Association was only one of many German 

organizations which benefited:' the city. In the fall of 

1853> some Germans formed a Turnverein, a gymnastic society 

which all residents were able to join.^ On May 14-15, 

1854, the German Singing Society of San Antonio was host 

for the Staats-Saengerf est.'?^ The San Antonio 

Schuetzen Verein, later known as the San Antonio Rifle Club, 

was organized in 1857* On Sunday afternoons Germans in 

San Antonio practiced shooting in a ravine that extended 

from Government Hill to the San Antonio River. Each year 

the club competed with similar organizations from nearby 

towns to determine the King Shot and the Knight Shot.-^ 

The Germans met in selected public houses and res¬ 

taurants as well as in their own social clubs. At the 

Vauxhall Gardens in La Villita with its gardens and summer¬ 

house one could find drink, music in the afternoons, balls 

in the evenings, and occasional entertainment like the 

Sable Brothers. Alameda Hall with its hall and garden 

near the powder house provided a "well conducted Bar" and 

a band of musicians who played on Sundays.^ in San Pedro 

Park William Mueller established a restaurant where a 

band of musicians also played on Sundays.^^ 

Germans made indispensable contributions to San 

Antonio's economic growth as well as to her cultural and 

social development. With notable exceptions like merchant 
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Louis Zork (1812-1885), a Jew from Prussia, who increased 

his personal estate from $700 in 1850 to $40,000 in 1860,^^ 

the Germans did not engage in extensive commercial ventures. 

They established vital specialty shops that later grew into 

major enterprises and followed occupations that reflected 

their professional training and intellectual proclivities. 

Friedrich Groos (1827-1912), with his brothers Karl 

(1830-1892) and Gustav (1832-1895), formed the mercantile 

firm of F. Groos & Co., which had its main office in Eagle 

40 
Pass but did much trading in San Antonio. The dry goods 

store that the brothers Dan (1836-1915) and Anton Oppenheimer 

established on Main Plaza in 1858 gradually subordinated 

4l 
all other activities to its private banking interests. 

The seeds of other large enterprises were planted 

during these years. In 1854 Friedrich J. Kalteyer (1817- 

1884) established a drug store on Military Plaza that 

42 n 
grew into the San Antonio Drug Company. In 1859 Carl 

Hilmar Guenther (1826-1902) moved his steam and water- 

powered mill from Live Oak Creek to San Antonio and began 

43 
the business that became the Pioneer Flour Mills. 

Five-foot tall William A. Menger (1827-1871) was one 

of the most enterprising of the young German immigrants. 

A cooper by trade, he established a cooperage after his 

arrival in 1847. In 1855 he founded the first brewery in 

San Antonio on Blum Street. Brewmaster Carl Stein, later 
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Charles Degen, supervised the brewing of beer made with hops 

and malt from New York. Menger's cooperage manufactured 

barrels for the beer that was sold in nearby German settle¬ 

ments and also in Austin. In San Antonio the young entre¬ 

preneur established the Menger Bar where thirsty inhabitants 

could buy Menger beer that had been chilled in the waters 

of the Alamo Ditch. By i860 Menger's brewery had become the 

largest and most remunerative industry in San Antonio. 

Prom June 1, 18 59» to June 1, i860, Menger reported that his 

establishment in which he had a capital investment of $50,000, 

produced 86,000 gallons of beer which he sold for $36,000. 

Two years after he opened the brewery, Menger decided to 

expand the boarding house that was operated by his wife 

Marie Baumschlueter. Up to this time San Antonio had had 

no hotels the equal of those in the East. The Lockmar 

Hotel operated from 1844 to 1848 by the Croatian immigrant 

Anton Lockmar, the Veramendi House, the Plaza House, and 

the Planter's Hotel were among the most popular and best 

hotels in the city. Usually the inns had restaurants where, 

according to advertisements, the finest foods and choicest 

wines were served. Stables were always nearby for the con¬ 

venience of the travelers. But hotels changed hands so 

frequently that owners had neither the time nor the money 

46 to develop large, first-class establishments. ^ Travelers 

from the East regarded these hotels merely as places to find 
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bed and board, as shown by the comment in the New York 

Leslie1s Weekly of January 18, 1859* "There is not . . . 

46 a first nor even a second class hotel in the city." 

Menger's last and most profitable undertaking finally 

provided San Antonio with a hotel comparable to the finest 

in the East. After purchasing additional land out of the 

Alamo property, a desirable site because flood waters of 

the San Antonio River did not reach it, Menger contracted 

with John H. Kampmann to construct the Menger Hotel. Facing 

Alamo Plaza, the hotel was built of stone brought from nearby 

quarries. Iron grillwork and iron balconies outlined the 

47 
building. The Menger Hotel opened on February 1, 1859* 

With its beautiful interior decoration, elegant furniture, 

fine carpets and drapery, and superior cuisine, it imme- 

48 
diately became the civic and social center of the city. 

Among the notable guests who rented rooms during this per¬ 

iod were George Wilkins Kendall, editor of the New Orleans 

Picayune and noted Texas sheep rancher, and Brevet Colonel 

Robert E. Lee.^ 

Simon A. Menger, apparently no relation to William, 

operated a manufactory of vinegar, soap, and tallow candles. 

Specializing in cotton seed oil soap, this enterprise was, 

it is said, one of the first soap factories in the Southwest. 

Julius Berends opened the first book and stationery 

store in the Alamo City on Commerce Street in 1854. He 
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informed the public that he could forward "any periodical 

American Magazine" including Harper1s Monthly Magazine, 

Putnam1s, Graham * s, and Godey* s Lady Book.~^ Two years 

later Erhard Pentenrieder (1830-1875) and G. Blersch opened 

a similar store on Main Plaza. In addition to books and 

stationery the store featured musical instruments, pictures, 

52 and "Yankee notions."^ 

Among the German immigrants were numerous professional 

men who greatly aided San Antonio’s development, Jacob 

Waelder (1820-1887), a five-foot, eight-inch tall slim 

German with light hair, blue eyes, and a high forehead, was 

a veteran of the Mexican War who opened a law firm in San 

Antonio. He was elected to the Texas House of Represent- 

53 
atives in 1855> 1857» and 1859* J Gustavus (later Gustav) 

Schleicher (1823-1879)> engineer and statesman, was a 

graduate of the University of Geissen who abandoned a 

promising career in Germany to help organize Die Vierziger 

(The Forty), a group of young German intellectuals who 

founded the short-lived, 1847-1848, communistic colony of 

Bettina, Texas. After its failure Schleicher moved to San 

Antonio and served in the Texas House of Representatives 

(1853) and Senate (1859-1861) and as district surveyor of 

the Bexar Land District (18'5^-1858 ) .*^ 

Dr. Ferdinand Charles von Herff (1820-1912), another 

graduate of the University of Giessen and leader of Die 
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Vierziger, also settled in San Antonio after the failure of 

Bettina. The young surgeon assisted Dr. George Cupples in 

giving San Antonio the medical leadership which many frontier 

cities lacked. Dr. Herff soon became noted for his daring 

in trying new operations; he performed the first cataract 

operation and the first lithotomy in Texas and the first 

gastrostomy in the United States. 

Three more important men contributed by the German 

group were architects John M. Fries (1817-1880), David 

Russi, and John Hermann Kampmann (1819-1885). Almost every 

important building in San Antonio for years was designed and 

built by one of these. Kampmann was the most successful of 

the three. A self-made man, he had to leave Prussia because 

of his political beliefs and arrived penniless in Texas in 

1848. Like Fries he worked first as a stonemason*, but he 

soon became the most prominent architect in San Antonio, 

listing holdings of $50,000 in real estate in i860. 

German immigrants also contributed several artists to San 

Antonio. Among these were surveyor and draftsman Gustav 

Friesleben and portrait painters Carl G. von Iwonski (I83O- 

1922) and Louise H. Wueste."^ 

Newspaper men Karl Daniel Adolf Douai and Hugo 

Frederick Oswald helped to organize and develop the German 

newspaper in San Antonio, the San Antonio Zeitung. The 

Zeitung helped to make the Germans the most vociferous and 
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controversial political group in San Antonio. The English- 

speaking group, who held most of the high political offices 

in the city at this time, encountered little competition from 

the apathetic Mexicans who rarely expressed their opinions 

or exercised their right to vote. But the Germans were 

different. Comprising about a third of the population in 

1854, they were men of education and standing who did vote 

and had a newspaper to voice and defend their positions. 

When their views clashed with those of the English-speaking 

group—which often happened—they had to be considered and 

answered. 

Among the first questions the groups debated was that 

of free trade. The Southern Anglo-Americans favored free 

trade. Aligning themselves with New Englanders, the Germans 

supported a high protective tariff, at least for a time, to 

build up America's industries. To them the principle of free 
Cj O 

trade was not under consideration. 

German opposition to slavery irritated the Anglo-Americans 

even more because it pierced the heart of Southern economy 

more deeply. To Germans slavery was not as much a moral 

wrong as an economic waste. Free labor was better and cheaper 

than slave labor. Social standing was also a factor, for 
co 

Germans resented doing field and domestic work beside slaves. 

The immigrants tried to appease Anglo-Americans by saying 

slavery was a matter for state not federal regulation and by 
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statements like "We are opposed to Slavery, but as long as 

this institution lawfully exists, we acknowledge its 

legality and will join with those owning slaves in every 

legal way to protect their rights ..." and "we consider 

the master's right to his negro just as valid as his right 

6 0 
to his horse . . . ." But the effect of these assertions 

was nullified by printing a Thomas Jefferson declaration of 

1814—"the hour of emancipation is advancing in the march 

of time"—and by claiming that slavery produced "bad effects 

61 upon the interests of the state." English papers also waved 

the red flag by warning their readers that the "rapidly in¬ 

creasing foreign vote, and the consequent growth of the free 

soil sentiment in Western Texas" might convert the area into 

a free state.^ 

San Antonio was a hotbed of political discord during 

1854-1856, the years when the nativist Know-Nothing or 

American party was the strongest in Texas. By attacking 

both immigrants and Roman Catholics, the Know-Nothing party 

struck at the majority of San Antonians. Foreigners, 

especially Germans, the Know-Nothings said, were anti- 

American because they retained their own traditional, po¬ 

litical, and social mores instead of adopting American ideals 

and institutions. Roman Catholics were suspect because they 

owed their first allegiance to Rome. 

Probably unwittingly the Germans provided the 
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Know-Nothings with a match for the political fire that raged 

during the fifties. At the Staats-Saengerfest held in San 

Antonio in May 1854 the Germans adopted a platform calling 

for certain political, religious, and social reforms. Among 

the social reforms was the declaration: 

Slavery is an evil, the removal of which is 

absolutely necessary according to the principles 

of democracy. Since slavery concerns only the 

states, we demand that the federal government 

refrain from all interference in matters per¬ 

taining to slavery. However, if a state deter¬ 

mines on removal of this evil, it may call on 

the federal government for aid in the execution 

of its decision. -) 

This clause caused a furor. It was seized upon by the Know- 

Nothings who were just acquiring strength in Texas and ho doubt 

helped the Know-Nothings unexpectedly win municipal elections 

in San Antonio in 1854. 

Meanwhile the local German paper, Zeitung, tried to 

place Germans in a more favorable light. Derogatory critiques 

of the Know-Nothing party that had appeared in newspapers 

like the New York Tribune and the London Examiner were re- 

printed. ^ Germans were not clannish the paper said; they 

were human beings with differences "of language, of education, 
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and of taste.” Official statistics were quoted to prove 

67 
that foreigners did not dominate political offices. 

Germans, as well as Know-Nothings, criticized the "clerical 

intentions" and the doctrines of the Roman Catholic clergy. 

By propagating "liberal views on religious matters," 

German papers had "broken the yoke of religious bigotry 

and Jesuitical dominion, over thousands and thousands of 

68 
foreign-born citizens." Immigrants were of great value 

because they brought much needed specie to the United States 

which was then being drained of its reserves by an unfavorable 

69 
balance of foreign trade. 

The Roman Catholic clergy worked to unite the Mexican 

and Irish vote against the American party. The strategy was 

successful, and in August 1855 the American party was defeated 

in Bexar County, in the words of the Herald, a pro-American 

newspaper, "by an unholy and unnatural alliance—a union of 

men opposed to all religions, and those who would make every¬ 

thing subservient to their religious belief." The Herald 

predicted the "uncongenial alliance" of "the adopted citizens 

and Mexican Catholic population" could not last as it was 

70 
"bound together by no common interest or principle." 

Further mass meetings, however, failed to revive the American 

party. But the slavery question, which had triggered the 

Know-Nothing success, would continue to simmer and was to 

burst forth with greater violence in 1861. 
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The French formed a smaller and less vociferous lan¬ 

guage and ethnic group in San Antonio. They were united by 

their traditional customs, the commemoration of French 

national holidays like Bastille Day, July 14, and their 

common language. Empresario Henri Castro (1786-1865) brought 

many French residents to San Antonio during the 1840's. 

Among these colonists were Castro's official artist and 

surveyor Theodore Gentilz (1820-1906) and artistAugust 

Fretelliere (1823-1902) who married Gentilz' sister Henrietta 

72 
in 1852. Gentilz' simple and primitive paintings include 

pictures of the missions, Indians ("Camp of Lipanes" and 

"Comanche Chief" the most famous), and local events like 

73 
fandangos and street scenes.-^ 

Civil engineer, architect, and future mayor of San 

Antonio, Francis P. Giraud (1818-1877), son of French immi¬ 

grant Francois Giraud, was born and reared in Charleston, 

South Carolina. He came to San Antonio with his parents 

and brother Theodore about 1847* Francis served as city 

engineer from 1849 to 1853* The most prominent Roman Catholic 

surveyor and architect in town, he established the boundaries 

of the missions in 1848 and drew the plans for St. Mary's In- 

74 
stitute and the additions to the Ursuline Convent. 

Francois Guilbeau and his son Francois, were among 

the first French settlers in San Antonio. Arriving with the 

affluent Irish businessman William Elliot in 1839> the elder 
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Guilbeau established the first bakery in San Antonio, became 

a successful merchant, and served as mayor in 1841-18^2. His 

son achieved prominence as French consular agent in the Alamo 

Ci ty. 

Augustine Honore Grenet (1823-1882), whose son Edward 

(1856-1933) became an internationally recognized landscape 

painter, was another early French merchant prince of San 

Antonio. He established a shop near the Alamo and advertised 

as "’Wholesale Grocer and General Commission Merchant, Importer 

of Wines, Liquors, and Cigars; Dry Goods; Boots and Shoes; 

75 
China, Crockery, Clothing, Glassware and Fancy Goods.'" ^ 

Included among San Antonio’s heterogeneous population 

were residents of diverse origins whose numbers were not suf¬ 

ficient to constitute a separate ethnic or language group. 

Dr. Anthony Michael Dignowity (1810-1875) a native of Bohemia 

who arrived in 1835> was one of the most distinguished citi- 

76 
zens of this medley. He became a noted physician in San 

Antonio although his reputation was clouded by a conviction 

for grand larceny in 1856 for destroying a title bond. He 

was sentenced to a year's hard labor in the state penitentiary 

77 at Huntsville. Dignowity appealed the case to the Supreme 
7 Q 

Court of Texas that affirmed the conviction.' After the 

doctor had served two months of his sentence in the county 

jail, Governor Pease granted him full pardon on Christmas Eve 

1856.^ Dignowity vigorously denied the charge on which he 
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was convicted. 

Taken from different sections of Africa, Negroes did 

not have a common culture or language and therefore cannot 

be considered an ethnic or language group. But their high 

visibility and the status of their freedom or service did 

set them apart from other residents. For example, many 

slaves were baptized, married, buried, and permitted to join 

church congregations, but they were always noted as a 

separate group. For instance, the Reverend Stephen Mackin, 

a Roman Catholic priest, baptized Maria, a slave belonging 
O -l 

to William Alsbury. The Reverend Lucius Jones, an 

Episcopal priest, baptized J. Y, Dashiell’s slave Frank, 

Mrs. John Bradley's slaves Julia, Fleming, and James, Captain 

S. Macklin's slave Adelin, solemnized the marriages of Samuel 

to Martha and Peter to Eliza, and read the burial office 

82 
over slave Joseph. In i860 Dr. Jesse Boring reported that 

the membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in¬ 

cluded fifteen Negroes, and the Reverend Robert Franklin 

Bunting said the congregation of the First Presbyterian 

Church included sixty-eight slaves. The latter group, 

supervised by three Negro elders, held special services on 

83 
Sunday afternoons. 

The labors of the blacks, used in both businesses and 

homes, aided the economic development of the city. But in 

San Antonio, as elsewhere, they were important not so much 
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for the contributions they themselves made as for the unifying 

and divisive effects their presence had on other groups. 

Maintaining that slavery was an economic waste, many 

members of the large German contingent in the city refused 

84 
to own slaves. Hence, San Antonio had a small slave popu¬ 

lation compared to its free population. Only 592 slaves 

served 7,643 free residents in 1860.^ Slave population 

schedules, bills of sale, and mortgages in the deed and the 

probate records show that Anglo-Americans owned most of the 

slaves, but a few French, Spanish, and even German residents 

owned them. Almost every prominent San Antonian was a slave¬ 

holder, for, to most Southerners, possession of slaves was 

86 
a sign of economic and social status. 

Advertisements soliciting slaves for hire and purchase 

indicate a shortage of slaves.^ Slaves were often hired, 

88 
as is indicated by the records of the Probate Court. 

Shortage of slave labor may have been one of the reasons 

businessmen occasionally accepted Mexicans as apprentices. 

For example, in return for Theodore Esquivil's labor and 

faithful service for seven years, Daniel Ryan agreed to pay 

him a small fee of $200, to maintain and clothe him, to teach 

him the trade of butcher, and also to instruct him in reading, 

89 writing, and ciphering. ' In return for Estevan Carrillo's 

services for six months, Rippstein Brothers & Co. agreed to 

90 maintain him and to teach him carpentry. 
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Shortage of slaves, as well as territorial aggrandize¬ 

ment and a desire to spread American institutions, was one of 

the reasons San Antonians supported the Nicaraguan filibuster 

General William Walker. When Walker became president of 

Nicaragua in 1856, it looked as if Southerners would be able 

to establish a slaveholding state in Central America that 

would facilitate illegal importation of slaves into America. 

About a hundred San Antonians answered Walker's call for 

colonists and army volunteers. The group, commanded by 

Captains Marcellus French and Sam Jackson, called themselves 

the Alamo Rangers. Before their departure in February 1857» 

the rangers marched in front of the Plaza House, heard 

appropriate orations, and received a Nicaraguan flag bearing 

the inscriptions "Alamo Rangers" and "Remember you are Texans." 

But the glory and hopes soon disappeared. The expedition 

was disastrously defeated, and those who returned arrived "in 

91 
a destitute condition." 

Three years later, in i860, many San Antonians who 

had supported Walker's filibustering expedition became 

Knights of the Golden Circle, the last ante bellum group to 

take up the aegis of slavery expansion. Founded by 

Cincinnati physician George. William Lamb Bickley perhaps 

as early as 185^, the military organization dreamed of 

establishing a "golden circle" with a radius of about 1,200 

miles around Havana, Cuba. This area, which included the 



Southern states, much of Mexico, northern South America, and 

the West Indies, would form a slave empire having a world 

monopoly on coffee, cotton, rice, sugar, and tobacco and 

controlling the commerce of the Mississippi, the Gulf of 

Mexico, the West Indies, and Central America. When G. W. 

L. Bickley organized chapters, or "castles" as they were 

called, in Texas in i860, San Antonio became the headquarters 

of the state organization. Perhaps as early as March i860 

his nephew and aide-de-camp, Charles Bickley, Dr. George 

Cupples, and Sam Sampson began directing activities in 

Texas from "Head Quarters, American Legion, K.G.C., San 

Antonio." In the spring and fall of i860 the Knights 

supposedly made two abortive attempts to invade Mexico, 

which was then in a state of political chaos. Poorly 

financed, poorly led, and lacking adequate manpower, the 

Knights of the Golden Circle failed to establish a slave 

empire, and the strife of the Civil War enveloped the 

92 
organization. 

Occasionally slaves were found guilty of crimes and 

sentenced for short periods in the city or county jail. For 

instance, in 1857 the Ledger reported that Mayor A. A. Lockwood 

had "ferreted out a nest of darkie gamblers" who were "amus¬ 

ing themselves with a game of Poker" after the curfew bell 

had rung. "The sporting gentlemen were marched off to the 

93 calaboose . . . ." ^ But slaves were rarely convicted of 
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capital offenses. For example, in 1855 two slaves named 

Gilbert and Allen, the property of Christopher H. Taylor 

and James Newton, respectively, were tried but found not 

94 guilty of the murder of John Tyce. 

Few slaves were emancipated. The wills and deeds that 

did grant freedom to slaves were usually strongly contested. 

For example, bachelor Robert McClure bequeathed most of his 

estate to his slave Eliza and her children and specified that 

they were to be conveyed to a free state in the North or to 

Mexico. His sister moved to have the will rejected as 

illegal, but it was finally declared valid and admitted to 

9S probate.7-' In 1846 Heinrich Arnold sold a mulatto named 

Harriet to James Newcomb with the condition that Newcomb 

emancipate her in five years. Both Arnold and Newcomb died 

intestate in the cholera epidemic of 1849, and in 1851 George 

M. Martin, administrator of Newcomb's estate, announced that 

he would comply with the terms of the agreement and send her 

"to a free State for the purpose of emancipating her." 

Martina Arnold, administratrix, immediately sued Martin for 

recovery of Harriet. Martina Arnold claimed "that by the 

Laws of Texas, said Slave could not be emancipated and set 

at Liberty" and should be returned to pay part of Newcomb's 

debt to Heinrich Arnold. The defense finally won the case 

and secured Harriet's freedom. Interestingly, the defense 

did not base its case upon the recorded agreement but claimed 
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and proved to the satisfaction of the jury and court that 

Harriet, born of slave parents in Texas in the fall of 

1827 soon after the promulgation of the constitution of 

Coahuila and Texas that forbade slavery, was and had always 

96 
been a free person of color. 

Because their city was on the main route to Mexico 

where slavery was forbidden, San Antonians enacted partic¬ 

ularly strong laws to prevent slave insurrections and 

conspiracies for escape to Mexico. As much as possible 

Negroes were prevented from holding large gatherings or 

forming friendships with other slaves, for such associations 

could easily become breeding grounds for sinister plots. 

City ordinances decreed that unless they obtained written 

permission from their masters to act otherwise, slaves had 

to reside on their owners' premises, had to return home at 

specified hours, could not purchase liquor, and could not 

carry deadly weapons within the city of San Antonio. Every 

person of color, free or slave, had to receive the consent 

of the City Council to keep a boarding house or restaurant 

within the city limits."^ 

These laws were used to convict Marena Coy, Dolores 

Salinas, Ramona Montes, and Juana Idolgo of trading with 

slaves and to reject Major L. G. Capers proposal that his 

Negro, Alex be permitted "to keep his tavern on Commerce 

98 Street. ..." In addition to enforcing these ordinances 
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officers of the law worked diligently to apprehend runaway 

slaves from other parts of the state as well as from the 

neighborhood. When a slave was captured, he was usually de¬ 

posited in the Bexar County jail, and the sheriff placed a 

description of the fugitive in a local newspaper, requesting 

the owner "to come forward, prove property, pay charge and 

99 take said Negro away." ' Those slaves not claimed within 

six months were sold at auction to pay for their keep.^0 

In their eagerness to apprehend slaves, sheriffs 

occasionally confined those who claimed to be free persons, 

like one Theodore Augusta and Dolores Brown.The fate 

of Theodore is unknown, but Dolores Brown's case appears 

in court records. Sheriff William R. Henry took her into 

custody as a runaway slave because he "heard that she 

associated with Negroes [and^ was told by the Mexicans that 

she was not a Mexican but a Negro . . . ." But testimony 

established that she had probably worked for one Kelsey in 

Columbia and Houston. She was freed as a person of Mexican 

102 birth and permitted to leave for El Paso. 

In spite of efforts to enforce the slave ordinances 

and to capture fugitive slaves, there were slave scares in 

late 1856 and in the summer of i860, and many slaves 

succeeded in crossing the border. San Antonians held 

public meetings to improve methods of securing Negro 

103 property and even organized their own vigilance committee. J 
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In January 1857 Bexar County slaveowners called upon the 

Commissioners Court to furnish patrol detachments. Deciding 

that a necessity existed for such appointments, the Court 

104 
divided the county into districts, two within the city limits. 

But slaves continued to escape. In 1859 William R. Henry, a 

grandson of orator Patrick Henry, proposed leading an ex¬ 

pedition of a hundred men into Mexico to recover runaway 

slaves. But instead of returning the slaves to their rightful 

owners, they were to be sold in New Orleans and the profits 

divided among the members of the campaign. 

Slave escapes may have been encouraged and facilitated 

by a possible underground railroad established in San Antonio 

during the late 1850's by Henry Weatherby Benchley (1822- 

1867) lieutenant governor of Massachusetts, I856-I858, and 

grandfather of humorist Robert Benchley. In an informal 

biography, H. W. Benchley's great grandson, Nathaniel 

Benchley, says: 

Henry . . . feeling that the slavery problem 

needed more personal attention than he could 

give it from the Statehouse, he-went to Texas 

and set up a station for the Underground Rail¬ 

road, helping slaves escape to the North. 

Benchley was in San Antonio before the Civil War, for a 

broadside, dated April 1859> announced that he proposed to 
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107 open a singing school in the Alamo City. If he were en¬ 

gaged in helping slaves to escape, they were escaping to 

Mexico rather than to the North. No contemporary evidence, 
10g 

however, connects Benchly with abolitionism. The fact 

remains that he was in San Antonio. Why had a former 

Republican leutenant governor of Massachusetts come to 

Texas just before the Civil War to open a singing school? 

Not many free Negroes chose to live in the hostile 

atmosphere of San Antonio. In 1851 two families proved to 

Bexar County Chief Justice John D. McLeod they were free 

Negroes who had lived in Nacogdoches before the Texas 

Declaration of Independence. These were Andrew Bell, his 

wife Eliza, and their seven children and Eliza's sister 

109 Matilda Towns and her daughter. 7 Later Eliza Bell engaged 

in two small real estate transactions. African-born 

George Harlee, a free Negro of fifty-six years, died of 

consumption in March i860. Eliza and her children, who 

were emancipated by Robert McClure's will, and Harriet, a 

free person of color who lived as a slave until the District 

Court declared her free, probably went to Mexico or to a 

free state. These are the only free Negroes in San Antonio 

apparent in available records. All free Negroes must have 

left San Antonio by late i860, as the census of i860 reports 

112 none living in the Alamo City. 

This kaleidoscopic glance at the ethnic and language 
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groups in San Antonio evidences their significance in the 

city’s development. But ethnic and linguistic lines did not 

determine all economic, political, and social action. As 

early as 1847 fraternal orders, beneficial mutuals, cultural 

organizations, and festivities began to cross ethnic and 

linguistic lines. 

United States troops led the movement to establish a 

Masonic lodge, the first fraternal order in San Antonio. On 

December 1, 1847, Stephen H. Darden, district deputy grand 

master, instituted Alamo Lodge No. 44, A.F.&A.M., probably so 

named because it first met in the Alamo. The new lodge re¬ 

ceived its charter from the Grand Lodge on January 15, 1848. 

The eight charter members elected Major James Harvey Ralston 

118 of the Illinois Dragoons first worshipful master. J In 

June 1852 the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas granted a 

charter to a subordinate lodge in San Antonio, Burleson 

Chapter No. 21, R.A.M., and in June 1854, to San Antonio 

Council No. 14, R.&.S.M.11^ 

San Antonio was the meeting place of the Eighteenth 

Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Texas in January 

1855* At this convention Knights Templar adopted a consti¬ 

tution and made other preparations for a grand encampment of 

Texas. Although the Grand Commandery of Texas, K.T., was 

thus organized in San Antonio in 1855 > twelve years were to 

pass before a sufficient number of Knights Templar resided 
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in the city to justify the forming of a subordinate 

commandery. 

In July 1849, not quite two years after the organi¬ 

zation of Alamo Lodge, the Grand Lodge of Texas, I.O.O.F., 

received a petition asking for a subordinate lodge at San 

Antonio. In a depressed condition in Texas at this time, 

the Lodge welcomed this request and immediately sent Grand 

Secretary J. M. Gibson to San Antonio to institute and 

organize it. On July 21, 1849, the Grand Lodge authorized 

George C. Craig, J. J. Giddings, C. D. Williamson, Isaac 

T. Winnemore, and J. Y. Yerrington to constitute a lodge, 

to be called San Antonio Lodge No. 11.^^ 

The influence of secret fraternal societies grew 

during this period, and most prominent San Antonio men be- 

117 longed to one or both of the organizations. ' Both Masonic 

and Odd Fellow lodges sponsored activities for their own 

members and the benefit of the community. On December 7, 

1848, members of the Alamo Lodge joined eight companies of 

United States troops in elaborate ceremonies marking the 

reinterment in Campo Santo of their late brother Benjamin 

Il8 Rush Milam. San Antonio Masons also gathered to cele¬ 

brate June 24, the day of one of their patron saints, St. 

John the Baptist. 

Among the highlights of the ante bellum activities of 

the Odd Fellows were the celebrations of their fifth and 
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seventh anniversaries. To commemorate their fifth anniversary 

the Odd Fellows marched down Commerce, Flores, and Soledad 

streets, heard a speech by John Holt Duncan, and held a grand 

dinner. Two years later, in July 1856, they sponsored a ball 

for the benefit of a local widow and orphan's relief fund. 

Earlier in 1856 the City Council had granted a petition to 

permit the reinterment of the remains of Captains Robert A. 

Gillespie and Samuel H. Walker, Odd Fellows and heroes of 

the Mexican War. Assisted by the Freemasons, the Odd 

Fellows moved the remains of their former members from 

Alameda Street to the order's plot in the city cemetery, with 

the same civic and military honors they had used originally 

120 in burying the heroes' remains. 

The same year that San Antonio Lodge No. 11 was organized, 

the Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance in the State of 

Texas granted to thirty-five men in San Antonio a charter 

that constituted them the Worth Division No. 21, no doubt named 

after Brevet Major General William Jenkins Worth, U.S.A. The 

charter members included leaders of the city like S. H. N. 

Childress, D. C. Van Derlip, J. J. Giddings, Henry M. Lewis, 

Charles D. Lytle, John D.McLeod, Asa Mitchell, and Charles 

121 G. Newton. In 1850 the ladies of San Antonio gave the 

Worth Division a banner inscribed "Love, Purity, and Fidelity" 

and a Bible to cheer the members on in their "most holy 

122 cause." In spite of this initial enthusiasm, this endeavor 
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to sober even a few members of the rowdy city was unsuccessful, 

123 
and the charter was soon surrendered. J Temperance was not 

revived until 1855» when the San Antonio Union Lodge No. 33 > 

of the Independent Order of Good Smaritans and Daughters of 

Samaria, was dedicated to the promotion of charity as well as 

124 temperance. At first the Herald commented drily, 

"Inability to ’stand treat,' is the principal qualification 

125 
for initiation," but the paper soon wished the cause well. 

Lecturers like Frank Lee and the Reverend James Young sought 

to advance the cause of temperance and encouraged temperance 
1 

men to buy Normandy Cider. But these societies had little 

effect in curbing the drinking habits of San Antonians. 

Other societies promoted the cultural advancement of 

the city. Members of the San Antonio Lyceum, in the words 

of Thomas J. Devine, were dedicated "to the moral, mental 

and social improvement of those with whom we associate, by 

cultivating correct principles and diffusing useful infor- 

127 
mation." 1 Students in the Youths Debating Club considered 

such questions as the Liquor Law, the right of women to vote, 

and whether a European war would benefit the world. The 

Histrionic Association, composed of local citizens who were 

aided by professional actors and actresses like Miss Ada 

Theodore (Adah Isaacs Menken), produced plays that included 

the comic drama A Wife * s First Lesson and the tragedy 

Fazio.-*-^9 Residents formed the San Antonio Bar,"*"^^ the 
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Bexar County Bible Society which distributed Bibles in many 

111 
languages, J and the Bexar County Stockraising and Agri¬ 

cultural Society that held fairs in 1854 and 1855 

But the existence of many of these organizations was 

sporadic, and even local newspapers who urged their support 

admitted their performances were not of the highest caliber. 

The San Antonio Lyceum "may not,” a newspaper reported, "be 

productive of as great results as the Junto, of which 

Benjamin Franklin was the originator, but still it will be 

of great advantage to the young men who compose it, if 

131 
properly conducted." The Youths Debating Club was 

harassed by laughing, talking, mud ball throwing and candle 

114 
extinguishing. J The Histrionic Association charged people 

fifty and seventy-five cents to see performances by actors 

whom Frederick Law Olmsted termed "death on horrors and 

despair, long rapiers, and well oiled hair . . . Even 

the sympathetic Herald had to state "It was painfully 

apparent that all the actors were not 'dead letter perfect' 

in their parts" and "Some of the parts were overdone. 

The agricultural fairs were not so good as they ought to 

have been, as the society lacked "general and active parti¬ 

cipation." It "had been kept in existence by the untiring 

117 efforts and perserverance of a few, and a very few." 

Although these organizations stood on shaky legs, they did 

make some cultural contributions and helped to unite the 
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builders of San Antonio. 

San Antonians of all groups attended many festivities 

and amusements. There were balls and cotillion parties like 

those given in 1852 to bid farewell to surgeon J. J. B. Wright 

of the military post and to other army officers who were 

leaving town.'*"'^ In 1852 the Swiss of San Antonio held balls 

in honor of a treaty between the United States and Switzerland 

139 
and in commemoration of Washington's Birthday. ^ Dancing 

instructors often gave cotillion parties to promote their 

schools.1**0 Occasionally there were large wedding parties 

like that given by 0. B. Brackett when his third daughter 

Sarah was married to Sam S. Smith, who was county and district 

clerk for many years and was known as El Barbon (the full- 

bearded man).1**1 

San Antonians attended Dr. Hale's lectures and 

demonstrations in electrobiology, and Looney's Company, 

where animals like the "Caribow” which resembled the Chinese 

142 
Buffalo were exhibited. Circuses were probably the most 

popular form of entertainment. Probably the first large 

circus to visit San Antonio was Sam Lathrop's Circus from 

New York that came in February 1852. Excited citizens re- 

143 
ceived permission to erect a circus tent on Military Plaza. 

For two weeks "A Troup of Equestrian and Areanic Performers, 
144 

Unsurpassed by any other Company in North America” played. 

In 1854 San Antonians welcomed another New York circus, 
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14«5 
Reynolds Circus. The following year Antonio & Co.'s St. 

Louis Varieties arrived with the Antonio brothers, Adolphus, 

Augustus, Guillaume, and Lorenzo; ”J. Roach, the greatest 

contortionist and Bottle Performer now living"! the "cele¬ 

brated Equilibrist" Billy Armstrong; "the extraordinary 

Double Leaper" Master Julien; "the favorite Comic Singer" 

146 Bob Brown; and "the favorite Clowns" Harper and Kint. 

In 1854 the Western Texan reported "There is no lack 

of amusements in our town at this time. While several hand- 

organs—one of them accompanied by a monkey—are delighting 

the juveniles in the streets, a band of Maromeros ^tightrope 

walkers] are amusing our Mexican neighbors during several 

evenings of each week." Exhibitions of tightrope dancing 

and slack rope performances were the less elaborate Latin- 

American counterpart to the large traveling circuses. In 

addition to seeing the performances, visitors were able to 

buy cakes, sweetmeats, and tamales from vendors swarming 

147 about the exhibition grounds. 1 City authorities closed a 

Mexican circus in 1855 because its numerous performances— 

three or four a week—were noisy and rowdy. 

Organizations and festivities helped to harmonize 

the diverse groups of San Antonio's population, to promote 

cultural exchanges, and to alter the character of the San 

Antonio melting pot. Religious and education developments, 

however, wrought more significant changes. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The years between 1846 and 1861 were seminal in the 

religious and educational development of San Antonio. During 

these years the Roman Catholic Church increased its minis¬ 

trations, and Protestant and Jewish religious bodies acquired 

their first footings. In addition, the city's first permanent 

schools were established. 

San Antonio, previously the heart of Spanish missionary 

activity in the area, had been neglected during the period 

of Mexican rule. San Fernando Church, the only parish 

church in the city, had been gutted by fire in 1828 and never 

repaired. The missions, that had been secularized and 

abandoned, were in ruins. In a report on the condition of 

the Church in Texas made in 1838, the Very Reverend John 

Timon, visitor of the American Vicentian Province, wrote 

that the only priests in Bexar County were two elderly 

Mexicans, Refugio de la Garza and Jose' Antonio Valdez, who 

spoke no English and devoted their attention to corporeal 

desires rather than to spiritual ministrations. Roman 

Catholics in San Antonio, Timon reported, had not received 

pastoral care or doctrinal instruction for years.'*' 

To improve this situation, Pope Gregory XVI in 

October 1839 designated Texas a prefecture apostolic and 
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named Timon prefect apostolic. Too busy to return to Texas, 

Timon appointed the Reverend Jean Marie Odin his vice¬ 

prefect. Born near Lyons, France, in 1800, Odin had come 

to New Orleans in 1822 and had ministered in Missouri and 

Louisiana. In 1839 he was procurator and consultant of 

the American Vincentian Province and professor of belles- 

2 
lettres in St. Mary's College of the Barrens in Missouri. 

The zealous, round-faced, dark-haired missionary set 

out immediately to revive the Church in Texas. Considering 

the few priests and funds upon which he could draw, he made 

tremendous strides in restoring the mission buildings, re¬ 

occupying old parishes, and establishing new parishes and 

schools. In 1841 the Prefecture of Texas was reorganized 

as a vicariate apostolic, and in 1847 it was elevated to 
3 

the Diocese of Galveston. 

Odin devoted particular attention to San Antonio 

where resided the largest Catholic population in Texas. In 

August 1840 he visited and preached in San Antonio, removed 

the two lethargic and avaricious priests, (de la Garza and 

Valdez) and installed as the new pastor the Reverend Miguel 

Calvo, one of the three Spanish recruits who had accompanied 

him to Texas. Odin also decreed that the bells of San 

Fernando should never again be rung to announce cockfights, 

4 dances, and horse races. 

Repairs were begun on the church which had become the 
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diurnal abode of swallows and the nocturnal abode of bats. 

But the work progressed slowly. In 1846 most parishioners 

at divine worship still sat on dirt floors. When new bells 

arrived in 1854 to replace the old, cracked bells, the 

Western Texan commented, "we do hope for the sake of 

humanity, that we will hear no more of the harsh ringing 

of those broken bells.In June 1858 new repairs had to 

be undertaken after a third of the church roof had fallen 

in, taking down with it the choir loft and a $500 organ. 

San Fernando Church required not only renovation but 

also enlargement to accommodate its growing congregation. 

In 1852 Bishop Odin purchased land along the San Antonio 

River (the present site of St. Mary's Church) for another 

parish church, but construction did not begin until the 
7 

fall of 1855* For three years the Reverend Claude Marie 

Dubuis, who replaced Calvo as pastor of San Fernando in 

1852 when the Vincentians were withdrawn from Texas, so¬ 

licited contributions from Roman Catholics as far away as 
3 

Galveston and New Orleans. 

After he had collected over ten thousand dollars, Dubuis 

began work on the building. In January 1856 the cornerstone 

reading "Domus Dei et Porta Coeli [House of God and Gate of 

HeaverTJ: January 6, 1856" was laid, and work progressed 

rapidly on a large Gothic structure facing west to Rincon 

Street. Although the church was not to be completed for al¬ 

most five years, it was opened for religious services in 
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1857 as soon as the walls and roof had been erected. 

The new church, named St. Mary's, became the mother 

parish of San Antonio's German and English-speaking (mainly 

Irish) Catholics. The old church (San Fernando) was 

reserved for the use of the Mexican, Italian, French, and 

Indian parishioners of the city. 

In the autumn of 1857 Dubuis traveled to Europe, and 

Odin appointed five new priests to San Antonio. From 

Galveston came the Reverend Fathers Jean Marie Gay^ and 

Pierre Fourier- Parisot, members of the Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate. Gaye^ was assigned to the old church; Parisot 

became pastor pro tempore of St. Mary's. The Reverend 

Fathers Stephen Mackin and Michael Sheehan were assigned as 

curates of the new parish, while the Reverend Leopold 

Mcczygemba, superior of a Conventual Franciscan congregation, 

took charge of the Germans in the parish.^ 

At the same time he was working to provide adequate 

priests and churches in the Alamo City, Odin was trying to 

obtain clear title to the mission lands in and around San 

Antonio. Although the missions had been secularized in 179^> 

the Church continued to claim them. At the beginning of 

1847, the United States Army quartermaster took possession 

of the Alamo building. At first the federal government 

claimed title to them, but in April of the same year it 

acknowledged that it occupied the grounds as a tenant of the 
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Church. But this recognition did not settle the dispute. 

In January 1850 the City of San Antonio asserted title 

to the Alamo.^ In the ensuing litigation the City of San 

Antonio based its claim on statutes of the Republic of Texas 

approved in 1837} 1838, and 1842. These statutes gave the 

city the power to sell those lands without claimants or 

recorded titles within its jurisdiction. The Church argued 

that it held by right of ancient possession and by an act 

of 1841 that granted it use of the Alamo "upon the same terms 

and conditions as the churches of Concepcion, San Jose*, San 

Juan and others." Both the Bexar County District Court (in 

1850) and the Supreme Court of Texas (in 1855) decided that 

12 the Church owned the land. During the five-year period of 

litigation, the City Council harassed the Bishop and his 

representatives by proposing to lease the Alamo to the United 

States Army free of rent. And the Army wishing to avoid 

entanglement in the suit, tried to step gingerly between the 

11 two claimants. ^ 

In 1857 Bishop Odin recovered in the Bexar County 

District Court the chapel of the Mission Concepcion and 

14 fifteen acres surrounding it. During these years the 

Bishop tried to buy the land and buildings that had been a 

part of San Jose Mission. The Church had lost these grounds 

in 1823 when the Mexican government ordered the sale of the 

houses, lots, mills, and lands of the missions of San Jose**, 
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Concepcion, San Juan, and Espada.^^ 

While the Roman Catholic Church was regaining its 

footing, the first Protestant churches were established in 

the ancient Spanish town. The annexation of Texas and the 

subsequent influx of Protestants provided a new impetus and 

a wider base for the expansion of Protestant bodies. Like 

Roman Catholics, Protestants were hindered by insufficient 

funds and a paucity of ministers. Often, also, newly 

arrived immigrants and ^prospective church members were more 

concerned with securing a livelihood than in fostering the 

growth of churches. Under these circumstances the growth 

of Protestantism in San Antonio was slow and sporadic. But 

the determination of a few succeeded in erecting four 

Protestant churches in San Antonio. 

The Presbyterians and the Methodists were the first 

Protestant bodies to establish congregations in the city. 

The Reverend John McCullough, born in Pennsylvania, April 

3, 1795) and educated at the Princeton Theological Seminary, 

was sent by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 

Church, U.S.A., to the Republic of Texas in 1838. Upon his 

arrival in Ho vis ton, he was elected chaplain of the Senate of 

the Third Congress of the Republic of Texas. Afterwards he 

organized a Presbyterian parish at Galveston and served the 

Presbyterian parish at Columbia on the Brazos from 1841 to 
-I 

1846. From this post McCullough visited San Antonio three 
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times. He made a survey trip in 1842 and two years later in 

April 1844 with the Reverend John Wesley DeVilbiss, a Method¬ 

ist minister, visited the city. The two held the first 

Protestant service in San Antonio in the county clerk's 

17 office on Commerce Street. 1 

After visiting the city again in the spring of 1845, 

McCullough went to Boston and New York where he met with the 

committee of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 

The Board then gave him a second assignment in Texas, the 

establishment of a Mexican mission in San Antonio. In June 

1846 McCullough, his new bride Lorena, his father-in-law and 

mother-in-law, Charles D. Sayer and wife, and Mrs. Sayer's 

slave, Jemima, established the First Presbyterian Church of 

San Antonio as a foreign missionary church. McCullough held 

services with DeVilbiss, who had also established a church 

in the city. The two ministers preached on alternate Sundays 

and met every Thursday evening for a session of prayer and 

l8 
religious conversation. 

The Presbyterian minister also established a Sunday 

school and began to collect funds for a church building. His 

only full time help came from the Reverend Ramon Montsalvage, 

a lapsed Spanish monk, and his wife who were sent by the 

Evangelical Society of New York to minister to the Mexican 

population. In 1847 the Presbyterians were able to erect 

the first Protestant house of worship in San Antonio. Title 
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to the small one-room, unpainted adobe church building on 

Commerce Street rested with the First Presbyterian Church 

but was "open to all other Evangelical Christians when not 

19 used by the Presbyterians." x DeVilbiss, who was having 

difficulty collecting money for a Methodist .church donated 

the building materials that he had gathered on a fund 

raising tour in 1857 on condition that the two ministers 

were to share the church jointly. When the Methodists built 

a church, the material was to be returned in kind or in 

20 money. 

Eighteen months after his arrival McCullough wrote 

that his original congregation of four had increased by 

21 
seven, two by profession and five by certificate. In May 

1848, the Reverend Samuel Newton, a native of Woodbridge, 

Connecticut, and his wife Sophia M. Palmer Joslyn Newton 

came to San Antonio to assist Major Edwin Burr Babbitt, 

quartermaster at San Antonio, and his wife who were con¬ 

ducting the Sunday school. 

But the church made little progress. Later McCullough 

described the obstacles he could not overcome in San Antonio 

I was persecuted, slandered, and insulted. Every 

effort was made by ungodly Americans to induce 

me to leave. The town was overrun by a devilish 

set of men and gamblers. I had occassion ^sioj 

to rebuke them publicly in the pulpit and 
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recommended a Viglliance Committee to execute 

law and keep order. For this and other causes I 

was threatened with violence and subjected to 

daily danger; most of the slanders I paid no 

attention to. I was even accused of passing 

counterfeit money. 

My house stood on the lot adjoining the 

church, on the thoroughfare between the plaza 

and the Alamo. Through manifold engagements, 

my nervous system suffered so much that I became 

excitable and sleepless. The gamblers would 

gamble and rowdy all night and sleep most of the 

days. They kept up a continual shouting during 

the nignt, back and forth between the Alamo and 

the Plaza, and disturbed my sleep so that for 

22 
several months I got very little rest. 

When McCullough expressed his sentiments from the pulpit, 

he was threatened with vengeance. After attempts were made 

to murder him, the minister began to carry two pistols for 

self-defense. Following his young wife's death in 1849, the 

discouraged minister who had established the first foundations 

of Protestantism in San Antonio returned to Galveston. The 

same year Newton joined the gold rush to California. 

Without guidance, the little Presbyterian church became 

inactive and ceased to exist as an organization. Not until 
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1856 did another resident minister devote himself to develop¬ 

ing the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in San Antonio. In the 

intervening years visiting evangelists sporadically revived 

and reorganized the Presbyterian group. 

The Reverend James Wallis, who visited San Antonio in 

1850, reported that to his knowledge no organization of any 

denomination existed at the time. The next year, on October 

19, l85lj the Reverend Daniel Baker, itinerant missionary and 

agent seeking funds for Austin College of which he was later 

23 
president, reorganized the Presbyterian parish. Baker re¬ 

ported the organization of the church to the Brazos Pres¬ 

bytery but did not linger in the city to minister to its 

congregation. After Baker came the Reverend Messrs. A. 

Baldwin from Virginia and J. P. Hendricks, and Thomas H. 

Leckey, a licentiate of the Presbytery of New Orleans. These 

preachers and a few laymen kept the Presbyterian spark aglow. 

When the adobe building was sold for debt in 1853» the 

parish session elected trustees who purchased and held the 

24 
property. 

From 1854 to 1856 there was no Presbyterian minister 

in San Antonio. The congregation kept in existence by 

attending a sewing society which met to sew and study the 

Bible and a flourishing, nonsectarian Union Sunday School 

which had a new library of publications issued by the 

25 American Sunday School Union. J 
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In January 1856 the Reverend Robert Franklin Bunting, 

the third and final founder of the First Presbyterian 

Church, came to San Antonio. Like the original founder, 

the twenty-seven-year-old minister was a native Pennsylvanian 

and a graduate of the Princeton Seminary. Commissioned as 

a missionary to Texas in 1851, he worked in the valley of 

the Colorado until he was advised to move to a less malarial/ 

locality. When he arrived in San Antonio, Bunting organized 

a congregation of eleven members and assumed the pastoral 

work for all Protestants. The Presbyterian congregation 

grew rapidly under Bunting's youthful and dynamic leadership. 

Within four months membership increased from eleven to 

fifty-three; a year later it stood at seventy-five and by 

26 i860 had grown to one hundred and forty-six. 

The old adobe not only was in disrepair but inadequate 

for the congregation. Asking when the Presbyterians were to 

build a new church, the Texan of October 2, 1856, noted, 

"Many of our people, who are pressed down under loads of 

sin, would no doubt go to church on Sunday, but fear they 

might not better their condition, for time being, as there 

is danger of being pressed down under the roof or old adobe 

walls of the church." Perhaps in response to this comment, 

a building committee was appointed on October 14 "to take 

into consideration the matter of erecting a building for 

the First Presbyterian Church." But the following week the 
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committee reported, "Owing to unexpected difficulties arising 

in reference to the church erection, no further action will 

be taken until later. 

By 1858 the old church had become so crowded and unsafe 

that services were moved to the new building of Vance & Bros, 

on Commerce Street. The following year a lot on the northeast 

corner of Rivas (now West Houston) and Flores streets was 

purchased. To encourage donations for the contemplated 

building all contributors were to be made holders of stock 

in the church in the amount of their subscriptions, but the 

First Presbyterian Church retained exclusive management and 

control of the property. No stockholder was entitled to 

sue for division of the property. After $8,000 had been 

raised in San Antonio, Bunting collected almost $7,000 more 

on a fund raising tour in the Eastern states. John Fries 

and David Russi agreed to build a church building for $15,000. 

The cornerstone for the new church was laid on February 29, 

i860. Although the building was not completely finished 

and dedicated until November 30, 1879, it was put into use 

in the latter part of i860 as soon as the walls, roof, and 
p Q 

temporary doors and windows were in place. Having estab¬ 

lished the permanent foundations of the Presbyterian Church, 

U.S.A., in San Antonio and formed the largest Presbyterian 

congregation in the Synod of Texas, Bunting in 1861 left his 

post, never to return, to serve as commissioner from the 
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West Texas Presbytery to the General Assembly at Augusta, 

29 
Georgia. 7 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, developed along 

lines parallel to those of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.. 

The Reverend John Wesley DeVilbiss, the first Methodist 

minister to come to San Antonio, arrived in April 1844, 

nine years after William Barret Travis sent a plea to the 

New York Christian Advocate requesting that Methodist 

preachers come to Texas. The next year San Antonio was 

placed on DeVilbiss’ Victoria circuit. He preached to the 

English-speaking people in San Antonio once a month during 

1845 but made no effort to organize a church until January 

1846 when he received this assignment from the Texas Con¬ 

ference. 

DeVilbiss secured use of the old Spanish courthouse 

on the southeast corner of Main Plaza for his services and 

built pews and a pulpit for this temporary house of worship. 

At first he had to preach against the noise of cockfights 

in the plaza, but he persuaded Jack Hays' Texas Rangers to 

move the nuisance to another site. The arrival in May of 

the Reverend Mordicai Yell, DeVilbiss' preaching elder, 

and the Reverend Messrs. J. C. Colbe and David Coulson 

strengthened the mission in San Antonio. In June, the same 

month in which John McCullough formally organized the 

Presbyterian Church, DeVilbiss organized a Methodist class. 
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Shortly afterwards DeVilbiss' wife and Infant daughter died, 

but the minister continued his efforts to build up the 

30 Methodist Episcopal Church in San Antonio. 

In January 1847 a lot on the San Antonio River in 

31 La Villita was purchased as a site for a Methodist church. 

The following May DeVilbiss spent two and a half months on a 

fund raising tour in the East. He returned with building 

materials but little money. To show the people that the 

Methodists had made a start he hung on a frame on the Methodist 

lot a bell he had received in Cincinnati. Before each service 

the minister rang the bell and then ran a quarter of a mile 

to the courthouse across the river to meet his congregation. 

The Mexicans dubbed him El Padrecito que tiene la campana 

(The little priest who has the bell). 

In late 1847 the Methodists learned that the title to 

their lot was not good, and they lost both it and its pur¬ 

chase money. To acquire a place to worship DeVilbiss turned 

over the building material he had collected to the Presby¬ 

terians and began to share their church building. During 

the same year DeVilbiss was appointed to the Rutersville 

32 circuit. From 1847 to 1861 the Methodists assigned numer¬ 

ous ministers, including William Young, R. H. Belvin, Lewis 

B. Whipple, and Dr. Jesse Boring, to the San Antonio station. 

Under the guidance of the new ministers the first Methodist 

church building in San Antonio was erected. 
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In September 1852 a lot on'.the east side of Soledad 

33 
Street was purchased for the Methodist church. Two months 

later, on November 10, the cornerstone was laid in an imposing 

ceremony conducted by Freemasons. After marching down Main 

Street to Military Plaza, members of Alamo Lodge, Burleson 

Chapter, and Guadalupe Lodge of Seguin dressed in full regalia 

escorted District Judge Thomas J. Devine, Bexar County Chief 

Justice Ira L. Hewitt, and the city authorities to the lot on 

Soledad Street. Andrew Neill, deputy grand master of the Grand 

Lodge of Texas, A.F.&A.M., presided over the laying of the 

34 
stone. The two-story rock building, thirty-five by sixty 

feet, was completed in 1853 and named Paine Chapel to honor 

Methodist bishop Robert Paine. The upper story was used’for 

3 < 
church services and the ground floor for a schoolroom. ^ 

By i860 the members of the Methodist Church included 

fifty white, fifteen Negro, and several Mexican residents, 

including two daughters of Antonio'.Navarro. • Dr. Jesse Boring, 

the slender, dark-haired, and dark-complexioned pastor from 

Georgia, had brought the Mexicans into the Church at a 

revival meeting in 1859* 

The Protestant Episcopal Church was the next church to 

gain a foothold in San Antonio. The Right Reverend George 

Washington Freeman,'missionary bishop of the Southwest, 

visited San Antonio in the latter part of 1848.-After this 
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visitation Ambrose Smith began to preach in San Antonio. 

Smith claimed to be a presbyter of the United Church of 

England and Ireland. He wished to become canonically 

resident in the American Church, but he did not, perhaps 

he could not, produce the proper credentials. The standing 

committee of the recently organized Diocese of Texas granted 

Smith a certificate to officiate as a presbyter of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church within Texas, undoubtedly because 

a minister was needed at San Antonio. Bishop Freeman con¬ 

sidered the credentials insufficient and ordered the certifi¬ 

cate recalled. He warned that in his capacity as ordinary 

he would publicly declare that Smith was not a clergyman in 

regular standing if Smith continued to preach without meet¬ 

ing the stated requirements. 

In her Memoirs, Mary Maverick records that Smith 

preached his farewell sermon on October 21, 1849* Apparently 

word of his departure did not reach Bishop Freeman. On 

February 18, 1850, the commissioners appointed to examine 

the credentials of Smith—the Reverend Messrs. Charles 

Gillett, rector of Christ Church, Houston; John Freeman 

Young, rector of St.John's Church, Brazoria County; and 

Henry N. Pierce, rector of St. Paul's Church, Washington-- 

publicly declared in Bishop Freeman's name and by his 

authority that Smith was officiating as a minister of the 

Church in contravention of the canons and that he had not 
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37 been recognized as a clergyman in regular standing. 

In 1849 a happier arrangement was established in San 

Antonio. The Reverend John Fletcher Fish from the Diocese 

of New York and army chaplain at the United States military 

post at San Antonio began to minister to churchmen in San 

Antonio. With Bishop Freeman’s approbation the army 
o o 

chaplain organized a parish, named Trinity. Fish returned 

to New York for his family, and upon his return all seemed 

to be going well. But on his visit to San Antonio in April 

1851 Bishop Freeman found that Fish was "laboring under an 

affection of the throat which almost incapacitates him for 

the labors of the Desk and Pulpit." Freeman thought the 

prospect of the permanent establishment of the Church in San 

Antonio "very good." He deemed it essential, however, that 

its pastor be in good physical health and devote himself 

entirely to the work of the parish. Fish, whose health 

forbade much exertion, could not give adequate attention to 

the three tasks with which he was burdened—chaplain of the 

army post, minister to Trinity parish, and schoolmaster. 

Also, as it was highly probable that Fish would soon be 

transferred to Fredericksburg, a replacement for Fish in 

39 Trinity Parish was imperative. ' 

Fish reported that the main disadvantage of the parish 

was the lack of its own church building. He celebrated 

divine service whenever he could obtain the use of the 



Presbyterian church. The ladies of the parish, however, had 

acquired a lot, and the parishioners hoped to erect a building 

40 
in the near future. In April 1852 Freeman found Fish 

unable to officiate because of his throat condition. The 

Bishop had to read the services alone. He still thought 

the prospect of the permanent establishment of the Church 

at San Antonio "highly encouraging" and urged that another 

minister be "speedily supplied" to the place as Fish 

would soon be removed to Fort McKavett, a frontier post on 

the San Saba River. He understood that Trinity's vestry were 

willing to pledge five or six hundred dollars to the support 

in 
of a minister. 

During the same year Fish announced that he had 

continued to officiate gratuitously for Trinity parish. He 

wished to withdraw from provisional charge of the parish and 

recommended that it be furnished with a new pastor without 

delay as he "greatly feared the consequences of discontinuing 

42 our services for any considerable time." A successor for 

Fish was not supplied immediately, and the following years 

were ones of uncertainty for Episcopalians in San Antonio. 

The Episcopal congregation did not receive another 

minister until April 1853 when the Reverend Charles Frederick 

Rottenstein had to interrupt his missionary labors in 

Washington County for reasons of health. Rottenstein accepted 

the call to officiate for one year in San Antonio. When 
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the Bishop visited the city in the spring of 1853> a church 

had not been built, and services were held in the court¬ 

house. Freeman still considered the prospect for the 

church at San Antonio "bright and hopeful," and Rottenstein 

reported eighteen communicants. But a Sunday school had 

not been organized, and contributions in the form of commun¬ 

ion alms amounted to only $7*25.^ 

On his tenth visitation to Texas in 1854 Bishop 

Freeman found that the place of worship at San Antonio had 

been moved to an upper room in the Bryan Callaghan building 

and that only one service was held on Sunday. But there were 

now fifty-two communicants who were working to raise money 

by such projects as the fund raising supper given in the 

Alamo on December 22, 1853• Almost fifteen hundred dollars 

44 
had been collected. In the following year Rottenstein 

left the parish of San Antonio vacant while he officiated 

near New Orleans. The Bishop reported in 1855 that "The 

parish of Trinity Church, San Antonio, has, for some time, 

been unsupplied with a minister, and the prospect of the 

erection of a church there, bright and cheering a year ago, 

4< 
seems now distant and gloomy. 

The Episcopal Church opened a new work, a mission to 

German residents, and suffered another setback in San 

Antonio at this time. In 1854, the Reverend George 

Rottenstein, father of Charles and a former Methodist 



96 

minister , was appointed "missionary to the German population 

in and around San Antonio." He was received cordially and 

reported that there was fertile ground for his endeavor, for 

about a fourth of the 7,000 inhabitants of the city were 

Germans. But he made little progress because the Germans 

would not worship in a courthouse or a private residence. 

As there was no church building or the means to build one, 

Bishop Freeman recommended that Rottenstein be transferred 

46 
to Corsicana. 

Without the guidance of an Episcopal clergyman in 

San Antonio, affairs of the church steadily declined. Never¬ 

theless, on August 17, 1854, E. F. Buckner, J. Y. Dashiell, 

Samuel S. Smith, H. B. Vandenventer, and Jacob Waelder, 

the building committee, contracted with J. H. Kampmann to 

build a church. The building was to be constructed on three 

lots that faced Rincon (now St. Mary's) Street. Costing 

$2,787, it was to be a one-story structure of hard stone, 

twenty-five by seventy-five feet. Kampmann agreed to com¬ 

plete the building by December 10, 1854. When the committee 

failed to meet the stipulated payments, Kampmann filed suit 

in February 1855 to recover his expenses in laying the 

stone foundation. He received judgment for $1,000. When 

the lots were sold at auction to meet the judgment, 

47 Dashiell purchased the lots and improvements. 

The Reverend Lucius H. Jones, from the Diocese of 
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Connecticut and minister of St. Andrew's Church, Seguin, 

occasionally visited San Antonio. In 1858 he reported: 

The state of affairs in San Antonio cannot 

well be understood by one not acquainted 

there. They have been much misrepresented 

on both sides. It will not be wise to 

attempt a permanent arrangement there 

except under the advisement of a Bishop. 

A new vestry was elected at Easter, which it 

is hoped will result in unity, harmony and 

48 strength. 

The cause or causes of this dissension has been lost to 

49 history, but the wounds were deep. ' When Lucius Jones be¬ 

gan to revive the work in San Antonio, he did not build on 

the old foundations. The diocesan convention of 1858, 

acknowledging that Trinity Parish was extinct, granted a 

petition praying the admission of a new parish named St. 

Mark's . ^ 

With a new name and a new vestry the Episcopal Church 

was permanently established in San Antonio. Jones began 

regular services in the city on September 19, 1858. The 

Presbyterian congregation, now meeting in the Vance building, 

generously offered Episcopalians the use of the old church 
51 

on Commerce Street. Jones apparently thought that a 



98 

church building would be the best way to weld the communicants 

together and to establish the Church permanently, as fund 

raising began immediately. Like the other churches in San 

Antonio, the Episcopal Church solicited funds from out-of-state 

as well as from local members. By the spring of 1859 

$5,500 had been donated, and plans for an $8,000 church 

*52 
building had been drawn up. In June the congregation 

elected vestrymen for the ensuing year and made them and 

their successors trustees to hold and control the property of 

the parish. 

During the first visitation to San Antonio on December 

22, 1859> the Right Reverend Alexander Gregg, the recently 

consecrated bishop of the Diocese of Texas, laid the corner¬ 

stone of St. Mark's Church. The Civil War interrupted con¬ 

struction, and the Gothic edifice was not completed until 

1875Although the building was far from finished in 

i860, it had already accomplished at least one'important 

purpose. That funds had been raised and construction begun 

in a little more than a year indicated a new harmony among 

the approximately fifty Episcopalians in San Antonio. 

In 1850, after receiving reports of the spiritual 

lethargy of the German immigrants to Texas, Christian 

Friedrich Spittler, superintendent of a mission institution 

near Basel, Switzerland, sent to Texas the Reverend Mssrs. 

Theobald Kleis of Baden and Adam Sanger of Wurttemberg. 
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These missionaries were to observe and report on the conditions 

of the German colonists in Texas. Kleis visited San Antonio 

regularly; and, when six more graduates of the Switzerland 

mission arrived in Texas, one was sent to establish a 

Lutheran church in the city.^ 

After assisting at the organization of the First 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas at Houston in November 

1851, twenty-four-year-old Philipp Friedrich Zizelmann went 

to San Antonio; he arrived in January 1852. He found that 

Roman Catholics used an "old, partly ruined Mexican Church" 

and Protestants a "primitive adobe house" to minister to a 

population of about four thousand residents.Zizelmann 

encountered much religious apathy, but his work seemed to 

take on a permanent form when a few people suggested that 

a building site be purchased and a congregation organized. 

A temporary church council was chosen, but this incipient 

organization collapsed when Zizelmann left San Antonio during 

57 the latter part of 1852 after an attack of typhoid fever. 

Four years passed before Zizelmann again attempted to 

form a Lutheran church in San Antonio, and during this time 

the Episcopal and Methodist Churches tried unsuccessfully to 

establish German missions in the city. The determined 

Zizelmann resumed his work in San Antonio in October 1856. 

This time he acquired the support of the people and succeeded 

in organizing an Evangelical Lutheran congregation in 
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December of the following year. The church, with a charter 

membership of sixty-six, was named St. John's. The Synod of 

Texas received St. John's into membership in 1858, but the 

relation was never close and later ceased because of diffi¬ 

culties of communication and the preoccupation of the con- 
C'O 

gregation with local activities. 

Crop failures and the depression years of 1857 and 

1858 made money scarce and prevented the immediate erection 

of a church building. The congregation did not appoint a 

building committee until 1859• With funds collected locally 

and in the North and East, the congregation bought and pre- 

59 
pared plans for a church building. y John Fries contracted 

to build a one-story, three-room structure, 52 feet in length, 

24 feet in width, and l6f feet in height. The building was to 
^ 0 

be used for both church and school purposes. On March 5» 

i860, the cornerstone, inscribed "Gott Allein Die Ehre [To God 

Alone the Glory] i860,” was laid on land at the corner of 

Nueva and South Presa streets. Two months later the walls 

and roof were in place, and the congregation covered the 

ground with straw matting and the windows with wooden shutters 

and began to worship in the unfinished church.^ 

Baptists had no organized congregation during the years 

between 1846 and l86l. The few Baptists in town were served 

by traveling ministers who conducted services in the church 
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buildings of other congregations, in rented rooms, and in 

private homes. One Major Harper and Samuel E. Pearce, 

elders of the Regular Baptist Church of Christ, are among 

those who solemnized marriages for members of the Baptist 

faith.63 

Jews established a Jewish cemetery in 1854 and or- 

64 
ganized the Hebrew Benevolent Association in 1856. Al¬ 

though a synagogue was not completed until 1875> the 

Philadelphia Jewish periodical Occident noted in its 

December issue of 18595 

We learn that efforts have been lately made to 

obtain a building for a Synagogue, which might 

prove successful, if a proper organization 

should take place. We therefore urge our 

friends, (we have a few there,) to use all 

diligence to organize without delay on a solid 

and religious basis, so that speedily another 

new "star" may blaze in our communal horizon.63 

In 1852 religious leaders thought their work in San 

Antonio progressing most favorably. Then, for some inex¬ 

plicable reason, ministerial positions became vacant and 

religious influence declined in the Alamo City. In the 

spring of 1854 James P. Newcomb, editor of the Alamo Star, 

66 
noted the few Sunday school scholars. On November 27> 
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the Alamo Star commented, "At present our city appears to 

lack one thing, that is preachers. On last Sunday no church 

was open for public worship."^ In 1856 and 1857 religious 

work revived with new force, and four church buildings were 

begun before secession. 

Viewed as a whole, the first years of statehood were 

ones of tremendous growth for all denominations. The 

Roman Catholics added a parish, increasing their seating 

accommodations from 500 to 1,300 and the value of their 

property from $6,500 to $44,000. Beginning with nothing, 

Protestants erected or began six churches. In i860 Pro¬ 

testant churches in San Antonio were able to accommodate 

68 
680 people and were valued at $31,100. 

Religious bodies contributed to the establishment of 

69 
the first permanent schools in San Antonio. 7 In acts 

passed in 1839, 1840, and 1848, the Texas legislature set 

aside public lands and state funds for the equipment and 

70 
establishment of public schools. But contention between 

those favoring state-controlled and private-controlled edu¬ 

cation and between county and municipal authorities retarded 

the growth of free public schools."^ Not until 1853 did the 

city of San Antonio establish a free school system, and this 

has been called the "first genuinely free school system" in 

Texas. San Antonio's children, like those throughout the 

state, were dependent mainly upon parochial, private, and 

family instruction during the early years of statehood. 
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Ministers readily assumed the task of founding schools 

as they realized that providing education was the best way 

to gain parental support for their churches. Incorporating 

periods of religious instruction into their daily school 

programs, the clergymen-teachers used their educational in¬ 

stitutions to promulgate their religious beliefs among the 

children. Hence, it is not surprising that the Protestant 

bodies that were seeking a foothold in San Angonio, rather 

than the Roman Catholic Church, established the first schools 

of this period. 

The Reverend John McCullough, the Presbyterian minister 

who had settled in San Antonio permanently in June 1846, or¬ 

ganized a school for Mexican children in July. He soon had 

to admit a few Americans as there was no other school in the 

city for them to attend. By 1847 he reported there were 

about fifty pupils, two thirds of whom were Mexican, in his 

day school. If he were to open a free school, he estimated 

he would have "at least five hundred Mexicans in daily at¬ 

tendance.” He reported he was studying the Spanish language 

and expressed the hope that within a year he would be able 

to instruct his Mexican pupils in their own language. 

When news of McCullough's work reached the Evangelical Soci¬ 

ety of New York, it sent him a converted Spanish monk, the 

Reverend Ramon Montsalvage. The assistant opened a school 

for poor Mexican children and looked forward to preaching to 
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the Mexican population in their own language. But the Roman 

Catholic priests quickly quelled this undertaking by warning 

the Mexicans against Montsalvage's influence and by opening 

73 a school of their own. J The Reverend Samuel Newton and his 

wife, who came to San Antonio to assist McCullough in con¬ 

ducting a Sunday school, opened a coeducational elementary 

and high school. The Newtons taught Spanish and Latin and 

74 the "ordinary branches of high school."' 

Methodist ministers did not sponsor a school in San 

Antonio until a later date, but the Episcopal clergy thought 

they must be "necessarily burdened with the charge of a 

7 *5 school," to use Bishop Freeman's phrase."' In May 1849, 

Ambrose Smith, announcing himself as a graduate of Trinity- 

College, Dublin, informed San Antonians that he was to open 

7 6 
a day school for boys. The following July the Reverend 

John Fletcher Fish, assisted by his younger brother M. W. 

Fish, established a coeducational elementary and classical 

school. In 1851 the brothers employed an assistant, the 

German immigrant J. F. W. Simeon, who taught French, draw¬ 

ing, writing, and music. The curriculum included "all 

studies usually taught in academies of older states." Dis¬ 

cipline was "mild and parental, yet firm—appealing to 

the moral principle of the child, eliciting docility and 

obedience from affection rather than from fear.^ 
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In 1851 Joseph Walker, editor of the San Antonio 

Ledger, lamented the inadequacy of the educational facili¬ 

ties in the city where there were no boarding schools or 

academies. With the exception of the school taught in the 

Presbyterian church which was used without charge, the 

teachers were "compelled to pay enormously high rents for 

buildings, unsuited for school rooms." He concluded, "What 

man having the future welfare and prosperity of his family 

at heart will consent to place himself and them in a 
no 

situation where they can not acquire a proper education?" 

Realizing the influence wrought by the schools spon¬ 

sored by the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches, the 

Reverend Claude M. Dubuis, pastor of old San Fernando, im¬ 

plored Bishop Odin to establish an educational institution 

in San Antonio. The Bishop realized the necessity of a 

school, for he wrote, "The city of San Antonio is swarming 

with children plunged in the depths of ignorance. A good 

school alone will be able to regenerate the poor popula- 

79 tion. ' Odin had already contemplated converting the San 

Antonio missions into academies for girls and colleges for 

boys and had tried unsuccessfully to interest the Vincentians 

and the Oblates in opening a school in the old mission of 

e , ✓ 80 San Jose. 

In 1851, during a pastoral visit to San Antonio, the 

Bishop purchased a large two-story adobe house that one of 



106 

Henri Castro's colonists, Frenchman Jules Poinsard, had built 

for his fiancee. The unoccupied building had been dubbed 

Poinsard's Folly when the lady decided not to abandon the 

comforts of French civilization for the uncertainties of the 

Texas frontier. The same year Dubuis, who was to be the 

chaplain of the new school, escorted thirteen members of the 

Ursuline Order from their convents at New Orleans and 
O "I 

Galveston to this building. 

In October, the Ursuline nuns announced in both Eng¬ 

lish and Spanish that the first girls' school in San Antonio, 

and the second in the state, would begin on November 1, 
Op 

1851. Four languages were to be taught—English, Spanish, 

German, and French. For an extra fee students could receive 

instruction in painting, drawing, and music. Terms for board 

and tuition for one year were $160; for half boarders, $80; 

day scholars, $2 a month—payable quarterly in advance. 

Parents who could not pay the full price were requested to 

see the Sister Superior.^ The school day was divided into 

hours. An hour each was dedicated to penmanship, reading, 

arithmetic, language, and other subjects. In language 
* 

classes, students were required to converse in the appro¬ 

priate tongue. For an hour each week students received 

84 instruction in politeness, that is, etiquette. 

The school quickly established a fine reputation. 

In March 1853 the editor of the Ledger wrote that he was 
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. . . surprised to find so large and admirably 

conducted a school in our midst. The number of 

pupils at present is 80, and the course of 

study pursued in the institution is as exten¬ 

sive and thorough as that of any like school in 

the country of which we have any knowledge.... 

The buildings are large, airy and beautifully lo¬ 

cated on the banks of the San Antonio River. To 

our own citizens we say there can no longer be an 

excuse for sending your daughters from home for 

an education; and to those abroad, desiring to 

avail themselves of the advantages of a good Eng¬ 

lish and Classical School, we can say that we 

know of no better institution than that of the 

Ursulines in this city.^ 

Mother Joseph Aubert, a young Ursuline from Brignoles, France, 

wrote her former superior in France that the boarding school 

in 1857 included students from the best Spanish, German, 

86 
French, and British families. 

A year after the founding of Ursuline Academy, the 

Roman Catholic Church opened a similar institution for the 

instruction of male students. After Bishop Odin tried un¬ 

successfully in 1849 to persuade Franciscan friars to under¬ 

take the founding of schools in Texas, he turned to the 

Society of Mary in his native France. In 1852 he obtained 
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four brothers of this order for a new school in San Antonio. 

Three—Brothers John Baptist Laignoux, Nicholas Koenig, and 

Xavier Mauclerc—came from France; a fourth, Brother Andrew 

Edel, came down from St. Mary's Institute at Dayton, Ohio, 

where he had been professor of botany, agriculture, and 
O rp 

horticulture. ' 

The Brothers opened St. Mary's Institute on August 25 

in an improvised schoolhouse on the southwest corner of 

Military Plaza, but plans for a permanent building began at 

once. Aided by John Twohig, Brother Edel selected a site 

on the left bank of the San Antonio River (the present site 

of the downtown school of St. Mary's University). On this 

land a simple two-story structure, sixty by twenty-five 

88 
feet, was completed by March 1853* Like the Ursuline 

Academy, St. Mary's Institute welcomed students of all 

nationalities, but it soon became known as the French School 

because it was attended by so many French immigrants. It 

must have turned out graduates who were accomplished lin¬ 

guists, for students received instruction in English, French, 

German, and Spanish. Enrollment increased steadily. In 

i860 the initial class of 12 had grown to over 200.^ 

After their church building was completed, Methodists 

aided the development of education by permitting private 

educators to use the building for school purposes until 

90 
1857* In that year San Antonio Methodists decided to enter 
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the educational field by sponsoring a school of their own. 

Mrs. J. E. Miller with Tignal Jones, Asa Mitchell, and War¬ 

rick Tunstall, trustees, announced that the San Antonio 

Female Institute would begin its first regular session at 

the Methodist Church, on Monday, February Scholars were 

to be divided into a primary class (with a curriculum of 

geography, reading, spelling, writing, elementary Swift's 

philosophy), an intermediate class (geography, grammar, 

spelling, composition, arithmetic, botany, history, Watts 

on the mind, philosophy), and an advanced class (ancient 

geography, exercises in phrasing and composition, algebra, 

astronomy, botany, chemistry, logic, and natural, intellec- 

tual, and moral philosophy). Instruction in guitar, 

piano, French, and embroidery were available at an extra 

charge. The Institute was to begin with thirty scholars who 

had subscribed. Tuition was payable in monthly installments 

92 to the trustees. 

Three years later, the Methodists embarked upon a 

larger enterprise. In i860 James Vance, president of the 

board of trustees of the San Antonio Female College, notified 

San Antonians that Dr. Jesse Boring, who had recently become 

pastor of the Methodist Church, and his wife had assumed 

charge of the college. The Borings and an able corps of 

teachers handled not only the three classes but also a newly 

established collegiate department. French, German, and 
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Spanish languages as well as vocal music, drawing, and paint- 

91 ing were now offered. 

In 1858 Lutheran Pastor Philipp Friedrich Zizelmann 

finally opened the bilingual school that Lutherans had con¬ 

templated establishing as early as 1851 and 1852. Located in 

the former Elmendorf home near Alameda Street, St. John’s 

day school was opened to children of all faiths on March 1, 

I858. Instruction in English and German was given in all 
94. 

elementary branches. The state paid the teacher’s salary. 

Each student paid a nominal fee of fifty cents a month which 

was used to maintain the school building and to provide 

95 equipment. ^ 

Private schools were also important in the educational 

facilities of the city, especially before the establishment 

of public schools. Like the parochial schools that required 

tuition, these schools were usually attended by children of 

the prosperous class. In San Antonio this group was in¬ 

creasingly composed of Americans and European immigrants who 

believed boys and girls should receive equal educations, at 

least in the elementary grades. 

The majority of the private schools was taught by one 

or two surprisingly well-educated instructors. The curricula 

ranged from elementary subjects to erudite listings impossible 

for a small staff to teach competently. Undoubtedly, educa¬ 

tion would have been far superior had these small schools 
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combined to form one or two large academies. As it was, in¬ 

struction was superficial, and teachers never could amass 

sufficient funds to buy a permanent school building. It is 

not surprising then that these schools were uprooted by the 

slightest wayward breeze. 

James Paul, later to serve as secretary of Governor 

Francis Richard Lubbock, opened one of the earliest schools. 

He taught Latin, Greek, and mathematics.^^ In 1851 Charles 

Lackmann, a German immigrant and a graduate of the Univer¬ 

sity of Konigsberg, in Prussia, informed the inhabitants of 

San Antonio that he proposed opening a boys' school. Lack¬ 

mann had an extensive and varied background. He had had 

lengthy stays in both England and Rome, had served as tutor 

in European families, and as teacher in schools in and near 

London. He announced he would teach English to his German 

97 
countrymen and German and French to others. 

The next year John Reed and A. R. Glover, both of 

Boston, Massachusetts, announced they would open an English 

and classical high school on Barrio Street. Here young 

ladies would receive "a finished education" and young gen- 

tLemen would be "thoroughly prepared for college and for 

mercantile and agricultural pursuits." Junior students 

studied geography, history, arithmetic, and grammar; senior 

students could select from chemistry, natural and moral phi¬ 

losophy, astronomy, botany, rhetoric, bookkeeping, both 
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single and double entry, algebra, geometry, conic sections, 

navigation, surveying, civil engineering, and Greek, Latin, 

98 and French. 

Charlotte Antoinetta and Mary Elizabeth Tompkins, 

daughters of a prosperous farmer of Stillwater, New York, and 

graduates of Castleton Seminary in Castleton, Vermont, es¬ 

tablished the San Antonio Female Seminary in November 1852. 

The Seminary's program of study resembled that of Reed and 

Glover's school with the addition of piano and singing les¬ 

sons and instruction in waxwork and ornamental network. 

Tuition ranged from $2.50 to $6 a month.^ After the es¬ 

tablishment of free city schools, the two Yankee school 

marms taught in the public institutions until they were mar¬ 

ried in 1854, Elizabeth to Samuel G. Newton, son of the 

Reverend Samuel Newton and Yale graduate and attorney, and 

Charlotte to Enoch Jones, proprietor of large cattle and 

land holdings. 

Instructors in this frontier city discovered that 

often their primary chore was not teaching but maintaining 

order and discipline. P. J. Carolan, A. M., and his wife 

met this problem by setting rules for students at the San 

Antonio Male and Female Academy. These rules required dili¬ 

gent work and silence during study hours. Possession of 

weapons, speaking profane or unbecoming language, and the 

use of tobacco were all forbidden within the institution. 
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To encourage academic achievement and promote community in¬ 

terest in the schools, teachers held public examinations 

102 
where prizes were awarded to outstanding scholars. 

In 1858 a group of young German intellectuals, called 

the Lateiner, organized a small school that was incorporated 

in February i860 under the name of the German-English School 

103 
of the City of San Antonio. At first the school was con¬ 

ducted in rooms of a hotel, but a building, dedicated to the 

memory of the poet Friedrich von Schiller, was soon con- 

104 structed on land fronting South Alamo Street in La Villita. 

The monotony of the long school year—August was the only 

month of vacation—was broken by oral examinations held when¬ 

ever the trustees visited the schoolhouse and by the annual 

German-English picnic at San Pedro Park. The German-English 

School was the only private school of this period that 

continued after the Civil War.^^ 

San Antonians could also receive private instruction 

in specialized subjects. The city's varied population em¬ 

ployed four languages—English, French, German, and Spanish— 

in conversations and business transactions. Businessmen who 

were almost required to know at least two of the languages— 

preferably English and one other—often attended special 
*1 

language classes. Music teachers offered instruction 

107 in voice, piano, violin, and flute. 1 In 1857 

James E. Ranck opened a mercantile school, probably the 



114- 

first business school in San Antonio. Its curriculum in¬ 

cluded double entry bookkeeping, business correspondence, 

108 
penmanship, commercial law, and political economy. 

In 1853 the city finally assumed some of the respon¬ 

sibility for educating the children of its residents. Al¬ 

though Texans cited Mexican neglect of education as one of 

their reasons for revolting, it was a Mexican decree of 

1833 donating lands to San Antonio that provided funds for 

the first public schools in the state. Probably in March 

1853, after the City Council had set aside for school pur¬ 

poses the semiannual interest on the purchase money of 

these city lands as well as the buildings on Military Plaza 

belonging to the city corporation, free primary schools 

109 opened in San Antonio. ' 

One male and one female school were located on each 

side of the San Antonio River — on Military Plaza and on 

Alamo Plaza. According to the Rules and Regulations for 

the Public Schools of the City of San Antonio adopted by 

the City Council in February 1854-, these public schools were 

to lay "a sound foundation of knowledge to bind together and 

assimilate the youth of our growing population by the strong 

ties of Early fellowship.” Ability to speak the English 

language was the only tuition required at the city’s schools. 

Parents living outside the city limits could send their chil¬ 

dren to the schools provided they paid a tuition that was to 

be credited to the school fund.'''"''® 
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The teachers, who had to pass examinations in their 

proficiency as English scholars given by such persons the 

City Council selected, taught spelling, reading, writing, 

arithmetic, geography, and history. They used approved 

books and standardized methods of teaching. As in the pre¬ 

sent day teachers could not introduce new books without 

special permission of the committee on education. Teachers 

were also responsible for seeing that their pupils attended 

school regularly and that they behaved well and were well- 

groomed. The teachers could "employ all means they think 

proper to have discipline and order in their schools." For 

"gross misbehavior" children could be expelled for a limited 

time but only by action of the committee on education. The 

City Council also placed the burden of the upkeep of the 

schools upon the teachers. 

School met ten months of the year. During March, 

April, May, June, and July the schools were taught from 8 

to 11 in the morning and from 2 to 5 in the afternoon. As 

the schools had no refectories, two or three hours were al¬ 

lotted for the children to walk home, eat lunch, and return. 

Schools were closed all day on Sundays and on Wednesday and 

Saturday afternoons, during Christmas week, and on New Year's 

Day, Good Friday and Easter Monday, and the Fourth of July. 

February and August were months of vacation.'*'^ 

Students were tested on the first and third Saturdays 

of each month, and parents were invited to exercises in 
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oratory. At the end of each semester the committee on edu¬ 

cation, emulating their private school predecessors, held 

grand public examinations where prizes were distributed to 

the six best scholars of each school. These events_, which de 

veloped into festive occasions that included dinner and 

112 
dancing, encouraged community support. A committee on 

education, composed of members of the City Council, super¬ 

vised this school system and appointed and dismissed teach¬ 

ers. Each member of this committee had the right to visit 

the schools at any time, and it was his duty to do so at 

113 
least once a month. ** 

Unfortunately, the city never could obtain adequate 

funds to implement these carefully deliberated and elaborate 

plans properly and the schools did not meet the standards 

anticipated. Until permanent buildings could be erected, 

the schools were housed in only two buildings, one on Mili¬ 

tary Plaza and the other on Alamo Plaza. Each building was 

114 
divided into a school for males and a school for females. 

Residents soon complained about the quality of these 

schools. In November 1853 the Western Texan defended the 

teachers by stating, "we ought not to expect teachers, who 

have but just come in, tp render" the schools "as perfect 

as those which have been for years conducted' upon fixed prin 

ciples and by the same set of tutors. But the 
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report of the committee.,on-.education in January 1854 

indicated citizens had grounds for criticism. When the com¬ 

mittee on education visited the schools, they found ninety- 

three pupils present, although the teachers had reported that 

the average attendance was 120. These young children, aged 

five to twelve, studied in buildings that badly needed re- 

"L"L6 
pairs and required stoves and fuel. The committee report¬ 

ed they thought neither of the buildings "properly adapted 

to receive the pupils going to our public schools." But un¬ 

til the corporation obtained more money they were only able 

to recommend "proper repairs to be made to render them as 

117 inhabitable as possible . . . ." ' 

The situation grew worse instead of better. In 1854 

the city concentrated all four schools and their 150 scholars 
118 

in a rented house on the east side of the river. To ob¬ 

tain money from the recently created state school fund that 

offered aid to county schools, the City Council applied for 

membership of the city schools in the Bexar County school 

district. In 1855 the County Court granted this petition on 

condition the city school committee and three county school 

trustees form a board of education to govern the city’s pub- 

119 lie schools. ' The City Council acceded to this stipulation, 

but, according to council records, the city schools did not 

1 9 0 
receive state funds until late 1857 or early 1858. 
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Meanwhile the city councilmen continued to operate the 

free city schools as best they could. During 1855 they had to 

cut the school staff to three teachers who agreed to accept 

121 
the city scrip. When the city could not buy firewood for 

the schools during the severe winter of 1856, the daily aver¬ 

age attendance dropped to 75 although 174 scholars were en- 

122 
rolled. In a scathing editorial, however, Editor Newcomb 

of the Herald blamed indifferent parents as well as the cold 

weather and the neglect of authorities for this irregular at¬ 

tendance. Newcomb thought that if necessary citizens should 

be taxed to provide funds for the schools. "Had parents and 

guardians been paying the teachers instead of the city, the 

average attendance would have been much larger during the 

last five months." But Newcomb's other comments indicated 

that insufficient parental support was not the only reason 

for the declining stature of the public schools. Apparently, 

the rules so carefully delineated in 1854 were not being en¬ 

forced, as Newcomb called for order, obedience, and disci¬ 

pline as well as for regular attendance. He suggested that 

city authorities resume the practice of giving awards to 

outstanding scholars. Newcomb also deplored the frequent 

123 
change of teachers that often retarded scholastic progress. 

Editorials tried to encourage regular attendance by stressing 

the pecuniary value of education and the moral qualities of 

124 
self-command, honor, and strict integrity it instilled. 
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After enactment of'the act of 1856, that granted state 

funds to''parochial and private schools, more and more pros¬ 

perous citizens who could afford to pay tuition to supplement 

12 
this grant sent their children to private schools. ^ Pub¬ 

lic schools became schools for the poor who could not afford 

to attend elsewhere. 

The City Council realized the importance of the paro¬ 

chial and private schools in i860 when it donated city lands 

to certain of these schools. The German-English School and 

2.2& the Evangelical German Lutheran School each received a lot. 

Having failed to obtain funds to build onlthe two lots it 

had set aside for a male college and a female college in 

1852,’*'^ the Council decided to aid others in effecting 

these projects. It gave one lot to the school of the Society 

of Mary, now called St. Mary's College, and two lots to the 

128 
recentlylincorporated San Antonio Female College. These 

lots, except .those donated to the female college, were given 

unconditionally. The San Antonio Female College lost its 

grant because the trustees failed to spend $10,000 within 

five years from October 1, i860, as the conveyance required. 

San Antonio had not a single school at the beginning of 

1846; in 1850'tit had four private schools with an enrollment 

of 114 scholars. Ten schools were founded in the next ten 

years, and in i860 the fourteen schools then in existence had 

a total enrollment of 1,167. A beginning had been made, 
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but the quality of education did not equal that In older cul 

tural and educational centers. Those who could afford to do 

so still considered it a wise investment to send their chil¬ 

dren to schools in the East or in Europe. For instance, 

Samuel Maverick's son Lewis went to college in Burlington, 

Vermont, and another son Sam to the University of Edinburgh 

in Scotland. James R. Sweet sent his son Alexander to 

school at College Hill in Poughkeepsie, New York, and then 

130 to the Polytechnic Institute in Carlsruhe, Germany. ^ 
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CHAPTER V 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Admission of Texas into the Union brought to San An¬ 

tonio United States troops and a large contingent of 

American and European immigrants who breathed new life into 

the city's economy. Geographical position rather than ef¬ 

forts of its Mexican inhabitants had made San Antonio an 

important trading point between northern Mexico and New 

Orleans, and between Santa Fe and Independence, Missouri. 

The bold, dynamic, moneymaking ideas of the new residents 

strengthened this position, and the city became the chief 

distribution point of civilian and military supplies in the 

Southwest. Except during the depression years of 1854-1855 

and 1857> steady economic growth took place throughout the 

early years of statehood. 

Value of personal and real estate and of industrial 

products more than doubled during the decade of the 1850's.^ 

Most of this remarkable growth was accomplished by individu- 

als and partnerships. The majority of their shops were 

centered about the Main Plaza. Several of the partnerships 

dealt in general merchandise. Among these were C. J. Cook & 

Co.; Evans, Howard & Co.; E. Jones & Co.; Lewis & Groesbeeck 

James R. Sweet & Co.; and Vance & Bros.^ 
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These firms, among the largest in Texas, were often 

called upon to execute special favors for the state govern¬ 

ment. In 1851 Governor Peter Hansbrough Bell asked Lewis & 

Groesbeeck to select a piece of native marble or granite for 

the Washington Monument at Washington, D. C., then under 

construction. The firm found what it considered a suitable 

4 
stone about thirty-five miles above Fredericksburg. In 

1850 Acting Secretary of State Thomas H. Duval asked the same 

merchants to forward to El Paso copies of an election proc¬ 

lamation.^ In i860 Secretary of State E. W. Cave requested 

Vance & Bros, to see that a boy who had been recaptured from 

the Indians was returned safely to Fredericksburg.^ 

Smaller enterprises supplemented the activities of 

these large businesses. These specialty shops reflect the 

hybrid mixture of frontier life and the flavors of older, 

more refined Northern, Southern, and European cultures 

brought by the new residents. Blacksmiths, saddlers, 

wheelwrights, wagonmakers, carriage and harness makers made 

up eleven of the twenty-eight establishments with products 

grossing more than $500 between June 1859 and June i860. 

Rice & Childress, saddlers and harness makers located on 

Main Street, was the most successful of this group. Its in¬ 

come of $25,000 was surpassed only by that of William A. 

7 
Menger's beer manufactory. There were many gunsmiths in 

t-.he frontier town. The stores of Charles Hummel, Jacob Linn, 
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W. D. Matthis, and H. D. Norton & Bro. sold pistols, rifles, 

carbines, and shotguns. Among their featured items were 

Sharp's breach-loading rifles and Colt's navy pistols with 

8 
ivory handles. 

Early livery stables include the Bexar Livery Stable 

owned by Joseph A. Durand and one Denman, L. M. T. Pope's 

stable, and the City Livery Stable on Commerce Street owned 

9 
by Durand and William B. Knox, later by 0. B. Lockett. 

Probably the most popular stable was that run by blacksmith 

Benjamin R. Sappington, R. E. Clements, and John D. McLeod"!^ 

Charles S. Napier and Lewis S. Owings, and W. D. Cotton, 

who like Sappington was a blacksmith, also owned large 

stables 

Bathhouses, canvas structures erected over empty bar¬ 

rels, were operated both as separate undertakings and as 

sidelines of other business ventures. Bathhouses offered 

refreshments and towels for bathers, and special hours for 

fedies. Patrons purchased individual or season tickets. 

Blacksmith and wheelwright Samuel Hall maintained a bath¬ 

house just below Nathaniel Lewis' gristmill. One Masse of¬ 

fered hot and cold baths. Merchants Francis Huck and John 

12 
G. Miller operated bathhouses at the rear of their stores. 

Nance Duval operated a combination barber shop and bathhouse 

where he was "prepared to Shave, Shear, Shampoo and Wash 

13 
gents in the most fashionable style. 
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Saloons were probably more numerous than other kinds 

of businesses. They were operated not only as separate es¬ 

tablishments but also in conjunction with restaurants and 

14 places of amusement. Among the most popular saloons were 

the American Exchange on Commerce Street, the Bexar Exchange, 

15 the Gran Sociedad on Main Plaza, and the Plaza House bar. 

To encourage patronage, billiard and bowling saloons, ten¬ 

pin alleys, and reading rooms containing newspapers in Eng¬ 

lish, French, German, and Spanish were often attached to the 

"1 & 
saloons. These saloons helped support two breweries— 

William A. Menger's that grossed $36,000 in the year ending 

June 1, i860, and P. S. Grober's that grossed $10,000.^ 

Liquors were available in grocery stores like those of 

author Viktor Bracht, J. A. Settle, Smith & Burns (M. A. 

Smith and Henry Burns), Edward Geissert & Co., and Wigginton 

& Co. These stores featured cognac, Rochelle, Bordeaux, and 

American wines, Holland and American gin, and Jamaica rum, 
“| O 

as well as Java and Havana coffees. In May 1856 Wigginton 

& Co. proudly announced that it had "as fine an article of 

Rio coffee as we have ever seen in any market, also a choice 

article of Java, and Bourbon Whiskey that would almost tempt 

a Good Samaritan to smile!" 7 In addition to potables these 

stores sold "splendid assortments" of fancy and family gro¬ 

ceries, ranging from imported articles like Swiss and Limburg 

cheeses to prime Western butter and clarified, crushed, loaf, 
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20 powdered, and all grades of Havana and Louisiana sugars. 

Cigars and tobacco were among the numerous other articles 

San Antonians purchased at grocery stores, although tobacco 

shops like that of John Baker on Main Plaza offered a wider 

selection of Florida, German, Havana, and common cigars, 

chewing tobacco, pipes, snuff, cigar cases, and tobacco 

pouches 

In addition to the "purest and best qualities" of drugs 

and medicines, San Antonio's first drug stores sold "a large 

lot of Wines and Brandies" as well as "a choice lot of Cigars 

and Chewing Tobacco." The stores of Friedrich J. Kalteyer, 

James H. Lyons, Desmuke & Co., H. P. Howard & Co., and J. P. 

Edwards also carried "superior qualities" of paints, oils, 

varnishes, dyestuffs, paintbrushes, sash tools, putty, win- 

dowpanes, and "a large and excellent variety" of perfumes, 

22 also "stationery of every variety and best quality." In 

April 1855 the Herald informed San Antonians that Dr. James 

23 H. Lyons had "rigged up his soda-fountain." J 

Bakeries prepared an assortment of breads, crackers, 

and pies. At first, baked goods, made in the baker's home, 

were sold from bread wagons or bakers' carts. Later bakeries 

operated in separate establishments. John Flomer, for ex¬ 

ample, moved his American Bakery from a bread wagon to a 

building on Carcel Street. Von C. Menger established the 

Alamo Confectionary & Bakery and Edward Biesenbach the 
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24 
American Exchange on Commerce Street. In contrast to other 

business enterprises during these years, bakeries declined in 

importance. In June 1850 three bakers John Flomer, Francois 

Guilbeau, and Nicholas Lardner reported gross incomes of 

$5,000, $3,400, and $2,940 respectively for the previous 
p £ 

year; in i860 not a single baker reported an income of $500. 

Ready-made clothing emporiums featured garments from 

New York. These firms included E. Mock, H. Mayer & Co., 

Francis McCann & Co., G. W. Caldwell & Co., the Texas Cloth- 

2 8 
ing Emporium or Lavanburg & Bro., and Levy, Reiser & Co. 

For those who wished to have their clothes custom-made there 

were tailors, among them 0. H. P. Julian. French goods were 

available to ladies in San Antonio shops, among them that of 

27 
Madam Boucherie. ' At the sign of the big boot on Commerce 

Street, Crosby & Co., later Deffenbaugh & Co., offered to 

men and boys calf-sewed or calf-pegged boots, brogans, patent 

leather calf, and cloth Congress shoes, hunting and water¬ 

proof boots, as well as Brown Beaver, Black Warrior, Hunting, 

and Wideawake hats and to ladies and children buskins, gait- 

28 ers, ties and slippers, and walking shoes. M. Eiresman 

furnished custom-made boots and shoes. His shop with five em¬ 

ployees netted $4,000 during the year ending June 1, 1860.^ 

Several silversmith and jewelry shops sold diamonds, 

gold, and silver, as well as watches, rings, bracelets, thim¬ 

bles, spectacles, charms, and Masonic, Odd Fellow, and Sons 
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of Temperance jewels. Silversmiths included Josiah Bishop, 

C. F. Fisher, J. W. Ford, C. J. Garner, and N. Mass.-^ The 

two most successful jewelry stores were owned by natives of 

Tennessee: Charles Hine operated one establishment and the 

brothers James G. and D. Bell the other. 

Theodore Osswald offered stone and lime from his quarry 

near San Pedro Springs, and John M. Campbell and James Pirie 

bricks from their kiln.-^ Wilson, Lyons & Co. furnished pine 

lumber, and W. P. Graves & Co. Florida pine lumber as well 

as doors, blinds, sash, and shingles.J Gustav Theisen and 

Joseph Deutz, who operated under the firm name of Theisen & 

34 Deutz, sold hardware. Among carpenters and joiners were 

M. G. Cotton, J. McFarland, Joseph A. McIntyre, and P. 

3< 
Mauraux. ^ Partners G. Clement and J. Brown did house and 

sign painting, paperhanging, and glazing. P. C. Taylor exe¬ 

cuted orders for ornamental or plain painting or plaster- 
o C. 

ing. Coach, house, and sign painter J. Hegetschweiter was 

also prepared to do ornamental painting in oil or water 

colors on walls of rooms as well as to varnish furniture. 

Eli Dean and H. B. Grinnell under the firm name of Dean & 

Grinnell confined themselves to house and sign painting.^ 

Roofing, guttering, and piping were usually done by manufac¬ 

turers and dealers in hardware, copper, tin, and sheet iron, 

like the firms of James W. Gray, Pittman & Brother, Viall & 

Hinkley, and Davis & Wilkins. Their stores also featured 
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assortments of copper and tinware, box, cooking, and parlor 
oO 

stoves of assorted sizes and patterns, and suction pumps. 

Thomas Bender and S. W. McAllister sold, made and re- 

19 paired furniture. ' A. Staacke featured granite and luster 

40 ware, china, and a wide variety of assorted crockery. At 

their galleries, R. P. Kelley, C. A. Rand, and J. W. Ross 

made daguerreotype miniature portraits with or without added 
4i 

color. John Fries, Gustavus C. Krempkau, and P. Walsh 

were among the stonecutters and sculptors of the city who 

42 made gravestones and monuments. Perhaps one or several 

of these stonecutters made the charming primitive tombstones 

of sandstone in City Cemetery No. 1. Some of these tomb¬ 

stones have not worn well because of the soft stone of 

which they were made, but that of Eliza A. Sappington who 

died in i860 and that showing a horse killing Jeptha W. 

Cotton in 1862 are outstanding. There was a spark of in¬ 

ventive as well as artistic genius among early San Antonians, 

as in 1858 Joseph and James L. Fagan of San Antonio received 

43 a patent for a cornhusker. ^ 

Numerous auction and commission merchants sold real 

44 estate, manufactured goods, horses from Mexico and other 

livestock, Negroes, and other chattels at sales generally 

held twice a week, usually on Wednesdays and Saturdays. To 

accommodate the polyglot population, auction houses like 

Henry Burns, Carolan & King (John M. Carolan and Charles F. 
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King), George D. Collamer, W. D. Greenwood & Co., J. N. Hen- 

rlques, E. J. McLane, and McLeod, Kelley & Giraud (John D. 

McLeod, R. P. Kelley, Francis Giraud) always called sales in 

English and Spanish and at times in English, French, German, 
l±< 

and Spanish. 

The polyglot community of San Antonio required the ser¬ 

vices of interpreters and translators like P. L. Buquor, who 

in 1853 applied for the job of translating the local Spanish 

records, and J. S. McDonald & Co., proprietors of the Western 

Texan, who sought in 1854 the work of translating into and 

4i printing in Spanish the session laws of the late legislature. 

Future Confederate brigadier general Xavier Blanchard De Bray 

and J. A. Quintero, under the partnership name of De Bray & 

Quintero, were interpreters and translators of the French 

47 and Spanish languages. 1 The Commissioners Court occasion- 

48 ally employed De Bray to translate and interpret for juries. 

Attorney Edmond Labaume translated documents from and into 

English, French, Italian, and Spanish.^ Translations were 

usually accepted without complaint, but Germans expressed 

dissatisfaction with translations into the German language. 

In a petition to Governor Hardin R. Runnels in 1858, San 

Antonio Germans said they found laws "mangled and incompre¬ 

hensible on account of rude and defective translation," and 

they went on to ask that Hugo F. Oswald be appointed to 
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translate certain statutes into the German language. Runnels 

acceded to their petition.^® 

The use of a variety of American, English, Mexican, 

and Spanish weights, measures, and coins complicated business 

and legal transactions. Both the English bushel and the 

Mexican fanega, equaling three English bushels, were used, 

also both the English yard and the Mexican vara, approximate¬ 

ly thirty-three and a third inches. More Mexican than Amer¬ 

ican coins were in circulation. The picayune or medio, worth 

six and a fourth cents; the real (real de plata), worth 

twelve and a half cents, that Americans and Germans called 

a bit; cuartos or dos reales; ouarto reales or medio peso; 

the piaster (peso or duro), all were usually exchanged at 

their full value of sixteen dollars. Army paymasters paid 

United States troops in American gold and silver coins. 

American eagles, half eagles, and quarter eagles circulated, 

as well as silver coins. Copper coins were not used in 

<1 
Texas. Out-of-state bank paper was common. 

Numerous attorneys drew up the complex legal papers 

involved in business transactions, land, military, and public 

debt claims. Many lawyers like William H. Cleveland, A. E. 

Cotton, A. H. Davidson, John Holt Duncan, Benjamin E. Ed¬ 

wards, Frank Egan, William P. Graves, A. A. Lewis, James D. 

Lewis, M. A. Long, Antonio Navarro's son Angel, A. M. Oli- 

phant, F. J. Pryor, Columbus Upson, Jacob Waelder, and 
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William C. Wood practiced individually. There were also 

many law partnerships. Isaiah A. Paschal practiced with his 

brother George W. Paschal of Galveston. Local law partner¬ 

ships included Buckner & Leigh (C. F. Buckner and W. B. 

Leigh), Denison & Pryor (James Denison and F. J. Pryor), 

Hewitt & Newton (Ira L. Hewitt and S. G. Newton), Gaither & 

Henson (B. S. Gaither and R. A. Henson), Howard & Wilcox 

(Russell Howard and J. A. Wilcox), Wilson & Anderson (James 

G. Wilson and Malcolm G. Anderson), and Stribling & Dittmar 

(Thomas H. Stribling and A. Dittmar).-^ 

General land agents like Gustav Schleicher, J. S. Mc¬ 

Donald, and R. P. Kelley were concerned solely with locating 

and surveying lands, buying and selling real estate and land 

certificates, paying taxes, perfecting titles, and obtaining 
54 

patents from the General Land Office. Men like notary 

public H. Canterbury who procured land warrants for former 

United States veterans and C. N. Riotte who was a commis¬ 

sioner of deeds of several states were engaged in more 

specialized fields. 

A growing population required increasing numbers of 

physicians and surgeons. The work of distinguished physi¬ 

cians and surgeons Dr. George Cupples and Dr. Ferdinand 

Charles von Herff was supplemented by men like Perry Daken, 

Anthony M. Dignowity, R. L. Graves who was a surgeon in the 

army during the Mexican War, Gray Jones Houston, Henry P. 
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Howard, a graduate of Columbia University, J. L. Johnson, 

R. W. Jordan, A. W. King, J. H. Lyons, Edward McDonnell, 

R. S. Morgan, S. M. Morgan, A. B. Sloan, homeopathic physi¬ 

cian and surgeon Mortimer Slocum, B. V. Teel who specialized 

in diseases of women and children, and Cuban Jose^Quintana 

Warnes.-^ Because of lay prejudice against male doctors 

practicing obstetrics, midwives often assisted at births. 

Two midwives were Mrs. Ann Salzmann from Breslau, Prussia, 

57 and Mrs. Amanda Jane Dignowity. 

There seemed to be a paucity of dentists. An adver¬ 

tisement signed "Many Citizens” in the San Antonio Ledger 

of August 19, 1852, announced that "A GOOD OPPORTUNITY for a 

Dentist, skillful in his profession, and who will exercise 

it for a reasonable compensation, is now offered in this 

city.” Among those who offered their services as dental 

surgeons were J. A. Butner, L. A. Dorphley from New Orleans, 

J. Hough, W. G. Kingsbury, S. McKewen, Charles Nette of the 
t? O 

Medical College of Frankfort-am-Main, and G. Slaughter. 

Butner and Kingsbury advertised that they were the only 

manufacturers of Mineral Block Teeth in Texas and that they 

had also purchased the right to use Dr. Slayton's Patent 

Gutta Percha Base, "which is superior to any thing ever of- 

59 fered to the public as a substitute for artifical teeth.nJ7 

Dorphley advertised he was "prepared to perform any of the 

various operations in Dental Surgery." He offered artificial 
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teeth "inserted from a single tooth to entire sets, upon the 

atmospheric principle, to answer well all purposes of masti¬ 

cation and articulation, and to defy detection." He plugged 

teeth "in a superior style," corrected "Hair-lip and Platine 

and all other deformities" at moderate prices, with "all 

work warranted. 

When physicians were scarce, as in areas adjacent to 

San Antonio, pioneers resorted to household remedies like 

61 
cockroach tea for the treatment of lockjaw. Dr. George 

Cupples described the primitive situation in 1853J 

Charlatanism and imposture, the offspring of ig¬ 

norance, general and professional, reign rampant 

in the land; no legislative check restrains the 

indiscriminate and unregulated practice of phys¬ 

ic by unqualified persons, the incredible and 

destructive abuse of nostrums and secret reme- 
/I p 

dies; humbug is the order of the day. 

Business and professional men provided a literate 

population large enough to support the first San Antonio 

newspapers. ^ These papers bear little resemblance to 

modern publications. Because the city had no telegraph 

or railroad, foreign and out-of-state news that did arrive 

usually came by ship and stage from New Orleans and Galves¬ 

ton and was weeks old when printed in San Antonio. San 
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Antonio newspapers featured literary stories, advertise¬ 

ments, and local, political, and social news. Editors, who 

usually were not professional journalists but individual¬ 

ists devoted to economic, political, or social causes which 

they hoped to advance, engaged freely in sharp editorial 

comment. 

Often one or two men were called upon to perform all 

duties of news gathering, writing, editing, printing, and 

distribution. San Antonio newspapers of this period were 

usually weeklies of four pages, varying in size and number 

of columns. There was no departmental organization, and 

changes of name and motto occurred often. For example, 

San Antonio's first newspaper was called from time to time 

Western Texian, Western Texan, Texan, and Daily Texan. 

Many newspaper enterprises failed, and those that survived 

were harassed by financial difficulties and frequent 

change of ownership. 

The Western Texian (1848-1859) appeared as a weekly 

on October 20, 1848, and became a daily in 1859• Its series 

of proprietors included Michael Cronican and J. A. Glasscock 

banker-merchants Nathaniel Lewis and John D. Groesbeeck; 

druggist and physician John H. Lyons, surveyor John S. Mc¬ 

Donald, attorney Thomas Jefferson Devine, and printer John 

64 M. West; and attorney E. G. Huston and J. M. Smith. Two 

years after the Western Texian began publication, printer 
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Joseph Walker started the San Antonio Ledger (1850-1859)> a 

weekly "Devoted to Agriculture, Literature, Miscellany, 

General Information, and the Interests of the State." This 

newspaper, which tried unsuccessfully to establish a Semi- 

Weekly Ledger, had numerous proprietors, including attorneys 

David Campbell Van Derlip and Ira A. Hewitt and English 

printer Michael Bourke. The Ledger was troubled by many 

financial difficulties under the proprietorship of Bourke 

and his partners who often mortgaged the paper to cover 

notes due to Van Derlip. D in i860 the weekly Western Texan 

and the Ledger merged to form the short-lived San Antonio 

Ledger and Texan Weekly. 

The San Antonio Herald (1855-1861), the third major 

newspaper of the period, was begun as a weekly by James Pear¬ 

son Newcomb who enlarged his printing establishment, pur¬ 

chased new equipment, and changed the name of his first 

newspaper, the Alamo Star (185^-1855) to the Herald. The 

other two owners most influential in developing the paper 

were John M. West, formerly associated with the Ledger, and 

John D. Logan, former publisher with G. W. Palmer of the 

Victoria Advocate. Under their proprietorship the Herald 

became the leading paper of West Texas. In the summer of 

1856 the Herald office issued the Daily Herald (I856-I88I), 

the first daily newspaper published in San Antonio. The 

following year the firm also published over a hundred 
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editions of another daily, the Daily Herald and San Antonio 

Public AdvertiserIn the beginning the Herald announced 

that it would be 'Independent of all parties, factions and 

cliques," with "no affinity to the past local divisions." 

It was to "be emphatically, an INDEPENDENT on all subjects 

and NEUTRAL on none, wherein the public interest or good of 

society is involved." The paper planned to support educa¬ 

tion and internal improvements "necessary to the full de- 

velopment of the vast resources of our State." ' But the 

paper soon indulged in politics, supporting the American 

party and accusing the Ledger and -the WesterncTexan of Democratic 

leanings. Later the Herald became a violent secessionist 

newspaper. 

Political organs of shorter duration were the Know- 

Nothing paper the Sentinel, and the antisecessionist sheets 

the Union and the Alamo Express. The Sentinel (1855-1861?) 

was first published by schoolteacher X. B. Sanders and J. 

68 
Varian Smith. The Union, which began publication in June 

1859> was the first genuine campaign sheet published in San 

Antonio. Edited by a group of Union men, including attor¬ 

neys Isaiah A. Paschal and Thomas Stribling and publisher 

Newcomb, it opposed secession, division of the state, and 

reopening of the African slave trade. After the demise of 

the Union, the weekly Alamo Express (1860-1861) and the 

Tri-Weekly Alamo Express (1861), both edited by Newcomb, 



took up the same causes until a pro-secessionist mob destroyed 

£he press and set the newspaper office afire after the May '13, 

1861, issues had been run off. 

Other English language newspapers included the weekly 

Reporter, published by Frank M. Whitemond and later by B. M. 

Baker, appeared briefly in 1854 and 1856 with the motto, 

"Nothing Suffers from Free Discussion but Ignorance and 

69 Error." 7* The Mallet and Shooting-Stick was a daily pub¬ 

lished briefly by printers in 1857 to complain against the 

low wages paid by the Herald. In i860 J. Y. Dashiell began 

the triweekly San Antonio News. 

Three Spanish language • newspapers—E1 Be.iareho, El 

Ranchero, and El Porreo—were" published between 1855 and 

i860. Linguist X. B. De Bray was principal editor of El 

Bejareno (1855-1861?). His associate J. A. Quintero edited 

the weekly El Ranchero (1856-?), an anti-Know-Nothing paper 

published to oppose El Be.jareno in the campaign of 1856. 

Like El Ranchero the weekly El Correo (1858-?), edited 

principally by Jose^ Ramos de Zuniga, was a Democratic sheet. 

During the early 1850's German immigrants began to 

establish German newspapers and to form Democratic unions 

to express their interest in local politics. The first Ger¬ 

man newspaper in Texas! the Neu Braunfelser Zeitung published 

in nearby New Braunfels, which began publication on November 

12, 1852, was followed by the San Antonio Zeitung on July 5> 

1853* The motto of the San Antonio Zeitung was "A Social 
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Democratic Sheet for the Germans in West Texas." The 

controversial editor of the paper was Dr. Karl Daniel Adolf 

Douai, a former teacher, born in Altenberg, Germany, in 1819* 

After participating in the abortive revolution of 1848, he 

left Germany and arrived in Texas in 1852. Influenced by his 

friend Frederick Law Olmsted, Douai sought to persuade im¬ 

migrants of free-soil beliefs to settle in West Texas and 

also stressed the advantages of free labor over those of slave 

labor. Douai, soon known as a virulent abolitionist, was 

71 denounced by uneasy Germans as well as by Americans. 

His paper immediately began to lose advertisements and 

subscriptions. In February and April 1854 Governor Elisha 

M. Pease received letters asking! that the San Antonio Zeitung 

receive the contract for printing in German'.the session laws 

72 
of the late legislature. In 1855 the Zeitung announced it 

was prepared "to receive and insert English advertisements on 

the most liberal terms," but few English advertisements were 

forthcoming. Douai added a lithographic office and a book 

and job printing office "prepared to execute every kind 

of Printing work in all colors in!the German, English, 

73 Spanish, and French languages." But these enterprises 

failed to bring in an adequate income, and in June 1855 

74 
Douai mortgaged his paper. In March 1856 Douai sold the 

7 *5 Zeitung to Hugo F. Oswald.'^ Oswald changed the name of the 

paper to the Texas Staats Zeitung. It then began to conform 
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to popular opinion and continued publication until January 

1874. 

Newspapers supported the main community project of these 

years—effecting a rapid, efficient, and cheaper means of 

transportation between San Antonio and other parts of the 

state. San Antonians wished to eliminate the delay, uncer¬ 

tainty, and high cost of oxcart conveyance and to improve and 

protect their city's position as an important interior trading 

point. Three companies—San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail¬ 

road Company; Columbus, San Antonio and Rio Grande Railroad 

Company; and San Antonio River Navigation Company—tried dili¬ 

gently but futilely to bring more efficient transportation 

to the Alamo City. 

The enterprise began with typical initial fervor and 

enthusiastic support. Chartering the San Antonio and Mexi¬ 

can Gulf Railroad Company on September 5> 1850, the Texas 

legislature granted it the privilege to build a railroad 

from a coastal point between Galveston and Corpus Christi 

to a point near or at San Antonio. Twenty miles were to be 

in running order within three years. Its twenty-three in¬ 

corporators, including Bryan Callaghan, Onesimus Evans, 

John D. Groesbeeck, Volney Erskine Howard, John James, Na¬ 

thaniel Lewis, Samuel A. Maverick, and Isaiah A. Paschal, were 

among the most affluent and prominent business and profes- 
rp £ 

sional men in Southwest Texas. Electors endorsed the 
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project by authorizing both the City of San Antonio and Bexar 

County to subscribe for $50,000’ of the capital stock of the 

77 company. Individuals bought stock and offered lands condi- 
rpO 

tional upon construction of the road to San Antonio. By the 

end of 1852 agents reported the company had obtained 200,000 

acres of land and had sold almost $300,000 of stock. Begin¬ 

ning in 1852 the state promised to aid railroads by awarding 

land grants and, later, loans to companies with specified 

79 amounts of completed track. ' 

Had company directors been able to capitalize upon 

these proffered resources, they probably could have completed 

the railroad within a few years. But the company, selling 

its stock on credit, never had a substantial amount of cash 

and could operate on credit only as long as the public had 

confidence in it. Unfortunately, public confidence never 

lasted long enough for the railroad to lay the required track 

to qualify for state loans or for many certificates of state 

lands. Astute directors, however, persuaded the legislature, 

fin 
at the end of three years., to extend the time limit. They 

also manipulated the company's assets so adroitly that they 

were able to construct twenty-five miles of track by 1861. 

In 1852 Colonel Joseph E. Johnston of the Corps of 
* 

Topographical Engineers, U.S’.A., surveyed a 135-mile route 

stretching from Saluria to Lavaca-(now Port Lavaca), Vic- 
O ”1 

toria, and San Antonio. During the latter part of the 
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same year the Ledger assured its readers that the railroad 

8 2 
would be completed "in less than two years." When it had 

laid no track by 1854, the company began to lose public sup¬ 

port. Promissory notes of the company were foreclosed, and 

the City Council, contending that the requisite majority 

had not voted in the bond election, attempted unsuccessfully 

to declare illegal the city bonds the city had. subscribed 

and to collect the interest that the city had already paid 

on the bonds.^ The San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad’ 

almost lapsed during 1854 and 1855* Some blamed the com¬ 

pany's failures on lack of public support, others despaired 

of private entrepreneurs' ability to build railroads and 

railed- upon the state to undertake and finance internal 

improvements.^ 

Having lost the confidence of the local public, di¬ 

rectors of the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad tried 

to interest New York capitalists in their project.^ In 

1856 the company unsuccessfully offered, as security for 

bonds in the amount of $550,000, lands it would acquire from 

the state when it had completed fifty-five miles of railroad 

86 
track. After these negotiations failed, the company could 

not obtain funds to pay Benjamin A. Osgood of Massachusetts 

and his associates for construction of the roadbed from 

87 Lavaca to Victoria. 
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In spite of these setbacks the directors decided to con¬ 

tinue the work and received renewed local support. At a mass 

meeting, citizens of San Antonio, headed by Warrick Tunstall, 

endorsed the railroad project, and the Reporter commented, 

"Our city is rapidly improving and presents a lovely appear¬ 

ance. . .. . All we want is a railroad and San Antonio will 

88 be the 'Athens of Texas.'" The company made a new contract 

with Texans R. W. Dunn and Thomas S. Rogers, and company 

agents used promissory notes to purchase iron rails, chairs, 

spikes, a twenty-ton locomotive, and platform, box, and hand 

8Q 
cars. 7 By January 31> 1858, the first five miles of the 

90 railroad were in running order. This small section demon¬ 

strated what a benefit a railroad would be to the people of 

western Texas. The railroad train passed over the small 

stretch of road two to four times each day carrying freight 

and passengers from Lavaca to a point in the open prairie. 

The area around this spot was like a large ant hill as 

hundreds of wagons and teamsters moved to and fro:. Never 

before had State Engineer William Fields "known or heard of 

an instance like it." The company made its expenses and 

a profit. 

The company received abundant local support, but local 

capital simply could not finance the project. In 1858 

President William J. Clarke and Secretary William J. Keene 

visited New York where they pledged the state land grants the 



railroad was to receive upon completion of twenty-five 

miles of track to secure bonds in the amount of $300,000.-^ 

Agents used promissory notes to purchase more iron for the 

railroad. J When news of this purchase reached San An¬ 

tonio, jubilant citizens "never before ... so awakened 

on the subject" held on Main Plaza "a large and enthu- 
9 4 

siastic meeting," where Judge Paschal and others spoke. 

But the project entered another time of troubles when 

the credit structure it had erected began to collapse in 

1859* In January of that year creditors obtained, in the 

United States District Court for the Western District of 

Texas, judgments for almost $60,000 against the railroad 

and its representatives.77 After these reverse.?, stock¬ 

holders authorized John C. French and John James to sell 

the roadbed, track, franchise, and charter rights and 

privileges of the company. At an auction held in Lavaca 

on April 5> 1859j Z. K. Fulton, I. A. Paschal, and J. C. 

Wheeler purchased the faltering enterprise. These men re¬ 

organized the company under the existing charter and moved 

96 the principal office from San Antonio to Lavaca. Be¬ 

cause the company had failed to meet commitments made in 

New York, French and Paschal sought aid in England. Here 

97 a preliminary contract was made but was never ratified.7' 

In spite of these failures, track of the San Antonio and 

Mexican Gulf Railroad finally reached Victoria in the spring 
Q O 

of 1861, but it was never extended so far as San Antonio. 7 
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San Antonians organized two other companies to bring 

more rapid, inexpensive, and efficient transportation to 

their city. After the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad 

began to lay track, and it appeared that a railroad would 

soon connect the Alamo City with the coast, San Antonians, 

including John C. French, John James, and Thomas N. Waul, 

organized another railroad company that was probably in¬ 

tended to be connected with the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and 

Colorado Railroad'" at' the Colorado'River. Chartered on Febru¬ 

ary 16, 1858, the Columbus, San Antonio and Rio Grande Rail¬ 

road Company proposed to construct a road from the west 

bank of the Colorado at or near Columbus to Gonzales, San 

Antonio, and a terminating point on the Rio Grande near 

99 
Eagle Pass. 77 Such a railroad would have carried Mexican 

goods from the border to Buffalo Bayou, but the company 

never laid any track. Southwest Texans did not have 

sufficient funds to develop one railroad, much less two. 

While many San Antonians were working to bring the 

iron horse to the Alamo City, others sought to improve 

transportation by making the San Antonio River navigable 

for steamboats and other vessels. On August 29» 1856, 

the legislature chartered the San Antonio River Naviga¬ 

tion Company, authorizing Henry Canfield, A. H. Cromwell, 

William Hobby, Barton Peck, and their future associates 

to remove obstructions and make the San Antonio River 
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navigable from Lavaca Bay to the point of confluence of the 

Guadalupe and San Antonio Rivers "and from that point as far 

up the San Antonio river as practicable." In return for 

clearing the river, the company was to receive the exclusive 
* 

right for twenty-five years to charge a specified toll. 

The charter allowed the company eighteen months to render 

the San Antonio River navigable for light draught steam¬ 

boats from Lavaca Bay to the falls two miles below the town 

of Goliad.Had the company been able to clear the San 

Antonio River as far as Goliad, it would have provided more 

efficient transportation at least halfway between San 

Antonio and the coast. But this project, handicapped by 

insufficient funds, also failed. San Antonians were forced 

to rely until 1877 on oxcarts and mule teams for 

transportation. 
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CHAPTER VI 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 

Between 1846 and 1861 three city charters fixed the 

■boundaries of San Antonio, designated municipal officials, 

and defined their qualifications, duties, and powers in 

providing "for the good government and general improvement 

of the city.” Approved in 1842, 1852, and 1856, these acts 

widened and defined more clearly the duties and powers of 

the City Council, which was composed of a mayor and eight 

aldermen who were elected by the town's residents. The 

1842 charter granted the Council "full power and authority 

to make and enforce all ordinances necessary for the proper 

police of the city: also for paving and cleaning the 

streets, regulating the markets, removing nuisances, fixing 

and arranging the squares and side-ways or walks of the 

streets of the city;" and authorized the Council to sell 

public property to provide a public school and adequate 

public buildings like a courthouse and jail. Among the 

most important things the two subsequent charters granted 

the Council jurisdiction over were irrigation canals, 

ditches, the conduct of slaves, verification of weights 

and measures, general health, and fire prevention. The 

charters increased the number of minor municipal officials 

from a city collector of taxes and a treasurer to a city 
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assessor of taxes, a collector of taxes, a treasurer, a city 

attorney, a city marshal, a secretary, and a city surveyor 

and engineer. With the exception of the clause in the 1856 

charter which reduced the city's boundaries from the original 

Spanish grant to a square league, citizens seemed to welcome 

and to support this increasing centralization. 

The City Council's actions were always contingent upon 

funds in the city treasury, funds that were often almost non¬ 

existent, although the charters gave the Council power to tax 

numerous sources. It could and did assess ad valorem taxes 

on real and personal property (lands, houses, slaves, dry 

goods, groceries, cattle, horses, and mules). It received 

authority to assess multitudinous license taxes from profes¬ 

sional men, from operators of such enterprises as auction 

rooms, bars, boarding houses, restaurants, livery stables, 

pawnshops, ten-pin alleys, billiard tables, and public shows 

and exhibitions, and from owners of dogs, drays, and 

go-carts. 

These numerous taxes should have, but did not, provide 

adequate funds. In 1859» for example, city taxes yielded 

o 
only $14,308.40 3/4. There were two reasons for this small 

income: city taxes were small, and some people refused to 

pay them. For instance, in 1850 the merchant houses of 

Bryan Callaghan, C. J. Cook & Co., Lewis and Groesbeeck, 

Francois Guilbeau, and Vance & Bros, refused to submit the 
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totals of the invoices of goods they had received and to pay 

3 
the ad valorem tax. The City Council usually met such de¬ 

fiance by filing law suits, but occasionally it admitted 

4 
that the taxes were uncollectable. 

The City Council made one significant but unsuccessful 

attempt to increase taxes during the years between 1846 and 

1861. In 1855> "to meet an expected deficit of almost $3>000, 

it increased the ad valorem tax on real and personal prop¬ 

erty from one fourth of one per cent to three fourths of one 

per cent.^ Citizens raised a loud outcry, and some refused 

to pay the tax. They swept the entire City Council, includ¬ 

ing Mayor James R. Sweet, out of office at the next elec- 

tion. The new aldermen saw no need for the "extraordinary 

tax" of 1855 and restored real and personal tax rates to the 

former level. In fact, the tax rate was not only reduced, 

but the increment it had brought into the city treasury 

7 
was refunded, in city scrip. 

A disgusted Newcomb commented: "Last Year's Board as¬ 

sessed a tax that would, in two or three years have re¬ 

lieved the city from debt and secured the improvements so 

loudly demanded. But if the citizens are unwilling to pay 

for the improvements they so much need, they should not com¬ 

plain if they do not get them." City credit had already 

fallen to a discount of twenty to thirty cents. The Herald 

predicted scrip would soon "be down to the old standard, 
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seventy cents on the dollar." 

The city had to depend upon other sources of revenue 

to meet its financial needs. Small amounts were derived 

from rents for market stalls, leases for rock quarries 
o 

owned by the city, and fines assessed for criminal offenses. 

The largest revenue, however, came from the sale of city 

lands. When sold, these lands returned not only the 

purchase price but future real property taxes as well. 

Under its charter of January 14, 1842, San Antonio 

received the right to hold and dispose of all unclaimed 

lands within its limits."^ But the city could not obtain 

or grant clear titles to these lands until the boundaries 

of the town had been defined and surveyed. As Spanish 

title papers had been lost or mislaid and no other documents 

proving title could be found, a court decision was required 

to establish the boundaries. In 1845 the City Council re¬ 

tained Thomas J. Devine to recover the lands given to the 

city by the ancient Spanish grant and the charter.^ 

After surveyor John James had marked off the boundar¬ 

ies as recalled by elder residents, the city initiated suit 

against Samuel Kenney and others whom it considered tres¬ 

passers. In the fall of 1845 the District Court returned 

12 a verdict in favor of the city. The defendants appealed 

the case to the Supreme Court on the grounds that parol 

evidence should not have been permitted because it was not 
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the best evidence in the case. The appellants argued that 

the original Spanish grant was in the Mexican or Spanish 

13 archives. 

Realizing that parol evidence was not a favorite of 

the court, the city tried unsuccessfully to obtain a copy 

of the grant. The City Council agreed to pay Thomas H. C. 

L. Addicks $400 if he could deliver a "properly authenti¬ 

cated copy of said ancient grant or concession from the 

Spanish Government.” It also requested the American minis¬ 

ter at Madrid to obtain a certified copy of the grant from 

the King of Spain to the town of San Fernando in the 

14 Province of Texas and the New Philippines. These efforts 

were futile, but in 1851 the Supreme Court affirmed the 

judgment of the trial court because "There was not the 

slightest discrepancy in the testimony as to the contents 

of the grant, but a most remarkable coincidence and pre¬ 

cision as to the boundaries." Even Jos^ Antonio Navarro, 

who could not recall the boundaries, corroborated the 

testimony of the other witnesses by acknowledging that the 

city had always exercised ownership over the lands it now 

13 claimed. 

The City Council adopted an ordinance defining the 

boundary of San Antonio. The line began "at a Presa or 

Stone Wall at the Lower End of the Conception Ditch" from 

whence it continued "in a Straight line to the PasSo (sic/ 
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Hondo on the Salado." From this point the line ran to a pile 

of stones "about one mile above Camp Cooke" and then to the 

head of the Novelleo. It stretched to the water hole called 

Real de San Nicolas and touched on two points on Leon Creek, 

Paso de 1-os Jacalitos and Paso de Aquilla, and one on San 

Pedro Creek, Paso de los Nogalitos, before it terminated at 
1 

at its beginning. The 1852 charter recognized this boun¬ 

dary of the city limits, but the 1856 charter defined the 

boundary as a square league with San Fernando Church as the 

center, thereby reducing the area within the city limits. 

Although the city passed An Ordinance to Prevent Tres¬ 

passing upon the Lands Lately. Recovered in the Supreme Court, 

l8 
residents continued to encroach upon city property. One 

of the city fathers' first and most difficult tasks was to 

clear Military and Main plazas of intruders. In February 1852 

the councilmen authorized the city attorney to commence suits 

19 for recovering this property. ' 

The two main targets were merchants Bryan Callaghan 

and Nathaniel Lewis, both of whom had erected storehouses on 

the south of Main Plaza. The city claimed that these build¬ 

ings were nuisances and should be removed because they were 

of "great public detriment and inconvenience and damage to 

the inhabitants." The businessmen claimed title through 

three years' possession and from action by municipal authori¬ 

ties in 1808. At that time the authorities had decided to 
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reduce the plaza from an oblong to a square and to sell three 

lots to the priest Juan Manuel Zambrano with an instruction 

"to build it up immediately." Zambrano did haul some stone 

to the lots, but he never built upon the land. 

The defendants won in the trial court, but the City 

20 Council decided to appeal to the Supreme Court. In a 

brilliant brief, brothers George W. and Isaiah A. Paschal'and 

Thomas Stribling argued that the plaza was a thing in common 

because it had always been used by the populace. It was 

"incapable of individual appropriation." For this and 

other reasons, then, Zambrano's title was invalid. The de¬ 

fendants stood "as naked trespassers, perpetrating a public 

nuisance." The Supreme Court agreed, whereupon it reversed 

and reformed the decision of the trial court. All obstruc- 

tions were ordered removed by September 1, 1856. En¬ 

forcing this decision was another matter, and the city had 

to petition again in the later part of September 1856 for 

22 removal of the buildings. 

While these suits were in the courts, the city began 

to sell city lands. In 1848 the City Council appointed 

Francis Giraud city surveyor "to survey the streets, alleys, 

and public Lots of this City" and "upon application by the 

owners or agents" all other lands in the city. His plats 

23 and field notes were to be recorded in a book of records. 

In 1849 the city offered for sale lots on the west side of 



San Pedro Creek. In 1852 the city sold 13,980§ acres, net¬ 

ting $53)576.^ Other large sales of city land were made in 

1853> 1855) 1857) and i860, when all remaining lands not in 

controversy were offered for sale. 

Real estate values increased rapidly. In 1854 the 

Alamo Star reported that a lot on the east side of the river 

which would have brought $100 or less in 1852 had recently 

been sold for $365*^ More and more often land purchases 

began to be made for investments and speculation. City 

fathers encouraged the purchase of lands by making the terms 

of purchase more favorable. At first a third of the purchase 

money had to be paid on the day of sale, a third within six 

months, and a third within a year. Later, a third of the 

purchase amount was still required on the day of sale, but 

the balance was payable over a period of up to fifty years 

28 
at eight per cent interest paid semiannually. The Herald 

pointed out this was "a rare chance for speculation to say 

the least. Eight per cent will not amount to as much as 

ground rent, these lands will be worth several times as much 

29 as are now paid for them." ' 

Among the largest purchasers of lands in 1852, 1853> 

and 1855 were David C. Alexander, Thomas J. Devine, Anthony 

M. Dignowity, George M. Martin, Samuel A. Maverick, and James 

R. Sweet.By 1850 astute nonresident speculators like Gov¬ 

ernor Sam Houston were interested in purchasing lots at 
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auction in San Antonio. The governor inquired from at least 

31 two San Antonians about the city lots to be sold in I860. 

Like the assessment and collection of city taxes, the 

sale of city lands presented problems. In 1853 brothers 

James M. and Thomas J. Devine engaged in'what soon became a 

disputed transaction of city lands. The city had agreed to 

give to Thomas J. Devine an eighth of the appraised value of 

the land recovered by him as his fee for his legal services 

in the suit to obtain the lands designated by the Spanish 

grant. In 1852 Devine agreed to advertise for sale a half of 

the recovered land. Devine permitted the city to keep the 

purchase money and to give him city scrip bearing eight per 

32 cent interest. 

On April 30, 1853> Mayor James M. Devine executed a 

deed for fifty-three lots, appraised at $10,360, to his 

brother Thomas J. Devine. A special committee immediately 

investigated the sale and decided the transfer was illegal. 

James M. Devine had no authority,Xthe committee held, to 

execute deeds without the authorization of the City Council 

or to sell lots that had not previously been offered for 

public sale. Thomas J. Devine.-'could not, the committee 

ruled, pay the first installment on lots with scrip that had 

been issued to him as part of his fee, scrip that would not 

become due until June.' Finally, the committee said, payment 

in scrip did not entitle him to the same benefits as those 
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who paid cash.-^ The last ruling must have rankled Devine who 

had probably accepted scrip not only as a speculation but also 

as an assistance to the ailing city treasury. 

When the city and Devine failed to settle the matter 

amicably, the city filed suit in April 1854 to annul the deeds. 

As Devine was chief justice of Bexar County, the suit could 

not be tried in the County Court. On change of venue it was 

heard in Hays County. There the suit was decided in favor of 

Devine, but the city finally won the case in Bexar County 

District Court in 1859 > when it recovered $11,030 and costs?**" 

The City Council found it as difficult to collect money 

pledged for city lands as to collect taxes. Many lots were 

35 
forfeited when purchasers failed to fulfill their contracts. 

Matters had become so involved by i860 that the City Council, 

giving instructions to the mayor, authorized him "to compro¬ 

mise and settle certain suits and judgments for the interest 
o ^ 

and purchase money due for City Lands. 

In addition to selling lands the city issued city bonds 

and city scrip to meet deficits and unexpected expenditures. 

As has been noted, the city issued bonds to meet its obliga¬ 

tions to the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad"Company. 

Scrip, however, was the most common municipal currency. In 

February 1852 "to meet present exigencies"—a fire engine and 

other public improvements—the city adopted an ordinance 

authorizing the mayor to issue city scrip in the amount of 
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$10,000. The scrip was to be signed by him and the city 

secretary and was to bear eight per cent interest. It was 

redeemable in six months and receivable as cash for all 

37 corporation dues. In 1855 the City Council had to issue 

city scrip to pay Isaiah A. Paschal his fee of $1,000 for 

recovering lands on Main Plaza. During the same year the 

City Council resolved that only persons who were willing 

to accept city scrip were to be employed as teachers. 

City scrip could not be kept at par with gold and 

silver. The value of scrip declined, and irregular traffic 

and speculation in it developed. The City Council was 

among the first to sell scrip at a reduced value. In 1853 

it issued scrip in the amount of $5,000 to be sold "at not 

less than 90 cents on the Dollar.By 185^ the city tax 

collector declined to accept scrip in payment of taxes un¬ 

less it had been filed with the city treasurer. By 1857 

city scrip was down to a maximum of seventy cents on the 

dollar. Scrip had reached such a low point that the City 

Council considered passing an ordinance specifying that 

"Nothing but gold and silver shall be received by the City 

Collector for all lands sold by the City." But the Council 

finally decided that it was "improper at the present time to 

pass such an ordinance. To take money with one hand and 

refuse to pay with the other is unjust." In 1858 the City 

Council tried to control scrip by decreeing that henceforth 
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all scrip in order to be valid had to contain on its face the 

4l words "audited by the Council." 

With its small income the City Council had to aid and 

supervise the growth of the city. To stretch city funds it 

tried to undertake projects jointly with the county. When¬ 

ever possible it placed the cost of municipal improvements 

upon residents. Occasionally inhabitants voluntarily offered 

aid for projects. The Council became more and more proficient 

in effecting judicious combinations of city, county, and 

private resources and succeeded remarkably well in performing 

its: responsibilities. 

One of the first concerns of both City Council and 

County Commissioners Court was the erection of adequate public 

buildings (to be used jointly by city and county because both 

were offsprings of the Spanish and Mexican municipality). 

The Spanish courthouse, Casa Reales, and the adjacent jail 

were ancient, primitive one-story stone buildings with flat 

roofs and dirt floors, and were totally insufficient for cur¬ 

rent needs. According to a committee report: 

. . . the Court House, Council House, County and 

District Clerks offices are in a state of ruin and 

dilapidation, so much so, that it is utterly im¬ 

possible for the District Court to hold its ses¬ 

sions therein, especially in rainy seasons, and 

the great inconvenience of the Clerks, they having 
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no suitable offices for the safe keeping of the 

Archives and Records of their respective 

U-Z 
Courts. ... 

In 1848 the City Council and the Commissioners Court decided 

that "the interests of both Parties” required that they co- 

43 
operate to build a jail and courthouse. Originally, the 

rock and other material of the old buildings were to be used 

to build the new structures, to be erected on the site of 

tie old structures, on the east side of Main Plaza, The city 

generously offered to furnish the Commissioners Court, until 

the new buildings were finished, with two rooms on Military 

Plaza for the office of the county clerk and for a temporary 

44 jail. Later the parties decided to construct the buildings 

on a strip of land on the north side of Military Plaza—the 

same land the army had rejected as the site of a barracks. 

After election returns favored the sale, the city property 

on the east side of the Main Plaza was sold in March 1850.^ 

In his message in 1850 Mayor James M. Devine reported: 

It is well known that the Court House is totally 

unfit for the purpose required; and this is true 

of all the public offices, but more particularly 

so of the jail. This building from its peculiar 

construction, is not a proper place in which to 

immure any human being, however degraded. Nor is 
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it a place of safe Keeping as the experience of 

46 
the past year has demonstrated. 

These comments were reinforced by the report of a grand jury 

to the District Court. They found the jail "totally unfit 

and unsafe for all purposes requisite for the safe keeping 

of persons, uncleanly and unhealthy from the state of dilapi¬ 

dation in which it exists." It was "a nuisance and disgrace 

to the County of Bexar." The grand jury also reported that 

there was no room "suitable for or comfortable for a Court 

Clerk or Grand Jury room," and concluded that "Law is a 

nullity if the means thereby to carry it out and enforcing 

47 
it are not at the disposal of the Officers." 

After these reports, construction of a jail took 

precedence over the building of a courthouse. In 1850 the 

building committee introduced a plan for a two-story jail, 

and Thomas Whitehead received the contract to construct it. 

Although Whitehead did not erect the building exactly as the 

city had specified, the City Council accepted the jail and 

48 authorized payment in full on January 13, 1851. 

Then the city and county turned to the construction of 

a building to house city and county offices. This was to.be 

an inexpensive two-story house to the east of the jail. City 

and county officials, including the District Court, were to 

use this building until a better one might be built. Then it 
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would become the jailor's house.^ In July 1851 Mayor John S. 

McDonald announced that bids would be received for the erection 

of a courthouse and a wall around the jail.'*® The contract 

was awarded to John Kampmann and John Fries who agreed to 

complete the building by March 20, 1852.-*^ In October 1851 

an ordinance authorized the sale of city lots to raise money 

for the construction of a courthouse and other public build- 

52 
ings. By April 1852 partitions were needed, and painting 

had to be done for the "immediate completion of the Court 

53 
House," which was finished the same year. This temporary 

courthouse was used by the city until 1891. The buildings 

were often referred to as the Bat Cave after they had be¬ 

come a favorite bat roost. The bats had to be routed with 

brooms and other weapons before every session of court. 

The jail and courthouse were improvements over the 

ancient Spanish structures, but neither was adequate. The 

jail was particularly disappointing. Numerous jail breaks, 

known as jail deliveries, continued to occur. In January 

1852 R. J. Jones, deputy sheriff of Bexar County, notified 

Governor Peter H. Bell that Henry McDonald, who had been 

convicted of grand larceny in 1851 and sentenced to four years' 

imprisonment in the state penitentiary, had escaped from the 

county jail. In April of the same year the city prisoners, 

who occupied the upper part of the jail, made a hole in the 

wall and let themselves down to the ground on blankets. 



161 

Among those who escaped was a Negro belonging to one Gordon 

who offered a reward of $200 for his return.^ 

In November 1855 j commenting that "These escapes are 

becoming too frequent," the Herald reported that nine prison¬ 

ers had escaped from the county jail by removing the frame 

of a window. "If the jail is so insecure, and the county is 

unable to make it safe, or employ a guard, it is folly to 

make any more arrests. Threats had been previously made of 

an intention to release some of the prisoners, and it should 

have been guarded against."-3 in July 1857 Bexar County 

Sheriff W. R. Henry asked Governor Pease for an appropriation 

to permit him to go to New Orleans to apprehend Robert 

Augustine who had escaped from the county jail while awaiting 

57 transfer to the state penitentiary. ' 

A grand jury that examined the jail in 1856 reported 

it was clean, and the prisoners were well fed, but otherwise 

it was "in every respect unfit and unsafe for a county prison 

and a disgrace to the County and particularly to the City of 

San Antonio." In the small room allotted to the county nine 

prisoners were incarcerated in a space sufficient for only 

two. Joint use of a prison by the city and county was unwise 

because many committed petty municipal offenses in order to 

be jailed briefly so that they might convey information as 

well as "tools and arms to enable the prisoners to effect 

their escape." In the opinion of the grand jury "so long as 
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the City and County make common use of the City prison, it 

will be very dangerous and very difficult for the Sheriff to 

keep the prisoners secure without . . . subject [ing] them to 

the most cruel necessity of ironing them to the floor." The 

grand jury extended its sympathy to prisoners charged with 

minor offenses who had to endure "the severe discipline and 

unhealthy condition of the jail" pending action of the 

courts. Many prisoners, often people "unable to file se¬ 

curity for thier appearance at court . . . suffered a greater 

degree of punishment during the period between the rising 

and setting of the Court, than is attached to the crimes 

for which they stand charged. 

During the same year, after the state had agreed to 

appropriate money for the erection of public buildings, the 

oounty began to consider building a new courthouse and jail. 

Bexar County Chief Justice John D. McLeod, reporting that 

the Commissioners Court could not pay for a suitable site 

for the erection of the buildings without almost exhausting 

the fund, solicited donations or offers of land at low 

59 pricesin response to this plea, the city agreed to 

donate a lot on the north side of Military Plaza and to pay 

a fourth of the cost of the building, provided a third 

story were added and set apart as the city jail. Individu¬ 

als, including Isaiah A. Paschal and Maverick, offered to 

donate lots and cash subscriptions for the proposed jail. 60 
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In 1859> a site fronting on Soledad Street and bounded 

in back by the San Antonio River was finally selected for 

the county jail. In November of that year a committee headed 

by M. L. Merick and John Fries submitted a plan for a build¬ 

ing "that for security and health of prisoners, cleanliness 

and ventilation of Prison and conveniences for the taking 

care of Prisoners this Jail will not soon be surpassed." 

The plans called for a structure built as much as possible 

of stone and iron to make it fireproof. It would contain 

twelve cells for prisoners, a sheriff's office, a district 

court room, and a petit jury room. An iron watch tower 

belfry and clock would surmount the building. From the 

tower, a fire in the river valley or the area between the 

eastern hills and Leon Creek could be easily spotted. 

Both John Fries and John Kampmann submitted bids. Deciding 

that Fries' bid was the lower and best bid, the county 

62 
commissioners approved Fries as contractor. But this 

project like so many undertakings was interrupted by the 

Civil War. 

Municipal authorities assumed the sole responsibility 

for constructing the other important public buildings in the 

city—market houses where animals could be slaughtered and 

sold. The old market, located in back of the Spanish court¬ 

house , was inadequate to serve the needs of the growing popu¬ 

lation. City councilmen met this problem in the same way they 
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did demands for a jail and courthouse, by trying unsuccess¬ 

fully to get along with a small inexpensive structure. In 

1847 the city built a small primitive market house near 

Main Plaza on Carcel (now Market) Street. The building, 

costiig$285, was fifteen feet wide and fifty feet long and 

had eight stalls, later increased to sixteen in 1850 to 

accommodate vegetable vendors. Cheeses, bacon, sausages, 

pickled pigs' feet, spareribs, and other meats were hung 

on rows of hooks placed above the stalls. To pay for the 

building the city charged stall rents and for both finan¬ 

cial and sanitary reasons decreed that all meat sold in San 

Antonio had to be slaughtered at the market house. 

The small flimsy market could not satisfy the require¬ 

ments of the populace. In 1854 the Alamo Star commented 

that it looked "like the market place of some half-civilized 

and indolent people.” To escape the "sickly fume” that 

arose from the "meat deposit," vegetable vendors clustered 

outside to peddle their produce. The market house was a 

64 quagmire in muddy weather. Two years later, according to 

the Herald, the building was in ruins. It was nothing more 

than a "sheltered mud-hole ... a miserable, disgraceful, 

disagreeable shed ... an eye-sore to our citizens and a 

monument of a lack of public spirit on the part of our cor¬ 

porate authorities." Editor Newcomb maintained that "Instead 

of charging men for the privilege of supplying our citizens 
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with meats from such a miserable dirty hole, they should be 

paid a premium for so doing. It does not even present suf- 

6^ 
ficient attraction to induce the bats to inhabit it." D 

While residents on the west side of the San Antonio River 

were demanding a new enlarged structure, residents on the 

66 
east side petitioned for a market house in their area. 

In response to these criticisms and requests, the com¬ 

mittee on public improvements recommended the construction 

of two new market houses, one on Market Square (the site of 

tie existing market house), the other on Alamo Plaza. Both 

were to be two-story structures that could serve a dual pur¬ 

pose. The building on Market Square, which was to be 100' by 

100', was modeled after Boston’s Fanueil Hall; the lower 

floor was to be used as a market, the upper as a hall for 

public meetings. The lower story of the structure on Alamo 

Plaza was also to be used as a market, the upper for 
£ rp 

classrooms for a public school. ' 

As usual, councilmen had to settle for smaller and less 

expensive buildings. In 1855 the city began to receive bids 

for a market house on Alamo Plaza. Once again as in the bids 

for the jail, both Fries and Kampmann submitted bids, and 

68 
Fries’ bid was accepted. The durable structure that Fries 

completed in 1857 had a flagstone floor and was supplied with 

a well. In i860 the largest and most elaborate building 

erected by the city between the years 1846 and 1861 replaced 
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the old market house. Designed along the lines of a Greek 

temple, the structure cost about $12,000 and was built with 

funds obtained from the sale of city lands. Although the new 

market house did not provide for the public hall the city 

fathers had contemplated, it was situated in the center of 

70 
town and was so planned that a city hall could be added. 

When the building was completed in the latter part of i860, 

the old market shanty was sold at auction, netting $50.40 

71 for the city treasury. 

Construction and repair of streets, sidewalks, bridges, 

and acequias were equally important as vital responsibilities 

of the City Council. The ancient streets, which often car¬ 

ried the name of original Spanish residents like Arceniega, 

Zambrano, and Yturri, varied in width from 18§ to 13§ varas; 

alleys were pathways measuring less than 13 varas. These 

narrow streets had to be kept open for use by private rigs, 

hacks, stagecoaches, and heavy prairie schooners. Streets 

also had to be provided in the new additions to the city. 

Whenever they could the city fathers fixed the requirements 

for maintaining the passage ways and placed the cost of 

maintenance upon the inhabitants. But often the city had to 

draw from its own sparse funds to provide for upkeep. 

Among the first problems was that of removing obstruc¬ 

tions from existing streets. In 1849 the City Council or¬ 

dered all persons occupying houses within San Antonio to 
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clean all rubbish from the streets in front and back of their 

property and to remove all fences, houses, or other structures 

blocking the roads. Later the city provided carts to carry 

72 
away the rubbish. But constant construction in the city 

made these ordinances difficult, if not impossible, to en¬ 

force. The Western Texan reported in 1854 that "a person can 

hardly travel one hundred yards in our city, without coming 

to a new building being erected; and half or two-thirds of 

the width of the street is covered with heaps of rock, mud 

mortar 'Fixins' &c. . .^. fragments scattered all over the 

streets" made walking at night dangerous "and not safe for 
73 

that class who carry high heads, even in the day time. ^ 

Another problem was keeping the unpaved streets from 

becoming quagmires and impassable when wet. The city fathers 

were woefully unsuccessful in this endeavor. Even when it 

did not rain, branches or leads from acequias in bad repair 

permitted water to spill over into the streets. An ordi- 

74 
nance requiring the leads to be repaired had little effect. 

Mud constantly rendered the main thoroughfare, Alameda (Ave- 

75 
nue) or Commerce Street, impassable. In 1854 the Alamo 

Star called the attention of the committee on improvement 

"to the beautiful condition of the Alameda." Whenever rain 

fell, the Alameda ditch overflowed and inundated the streets. 

"Four days after the last rain, a wagon loaded with stone 
rp ^ 

bogged down in the middle of the street."' Two years later 
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the Herald noted that mud on the street was "about half leg 

77 deep, and the water is standing in ponds."' 

The City Council recognized the deplorable condition 

of the streets when the committee on ways and means reported 

in January 1854- that "The state of our Streets and of the 

Bridges over the several water courses which divide our town 

is such a sad one that they are rather a public nuisance and 

grievance than a commodity for the inhabitants." The com¬ 

mittee thought "a prompt and decisive action for the im¬ 

provement of the public thoroughfares appears as the first 

and imperative duty of your Hon {jorableJ Board." The com¬ 

mittee listed improvements that totaled $12,000. Realizing 

that such a large expenditure was impossible, it narrowed 

the number of improvements to those it considered "most 

urgent." Heading this list was $1,500 for the general 

78 ' improvement of Alameda Street. 

But the city could not afford to do the necessary 

grading, graveling, and repair. To obtain labor the city 

decided that those convicted of violating city ordinances 

were to pay out their fines by working on the streets at 

79 the rate of fifty cents a day.' With this labor and small 

appropriations so puny compared to the amounts required that 

they were sometimes ridiculed, the city made some repairs. 

In 1856, for example, the Herald commented sarcastically: 



A Good Move. The City Council having at last 

determined to do something worthy of itself, has 

authorized the Committee on Public Improvement 

to expend FIFTY DOLLARS in improving the streets, 

by hauling flint gravel thereon. We are the ad¬ 

vocate of improvement, and goodness knows our 

streets need improving: but we fear this extrav¬ 

agance will bankrupt the city.^ 

During the same year, after the committee on public im¬ 

provements reported that Alameda Street was "almost impassable 

in consequence of the great depth of mud and an overflow of 

water" and that something had to "be done immediately to im¬ 

prove it," ditches were dug on either side of the street. 

The streets were elevated with dirt and rock gravel to cause 

81 
water to run off into these gutters. Soon, however, some 

of the ditches had to be filled in because they became hog- 

82 wallows. In 1856 the city fathers also answered the 18^9 

petition of residents of Alamo City—a growing addition on 

the east side of the San Antonio River—pleading for "direct 

and easy communication" with the west side, by opening a 

street from the new bridge to the Alamo property.^ 

The City Council was also responsible for the repair 

and establishment of sidewalks and bridges. Once again it 

tried to delegate these duties as much as possible to 

property owners. In 18^9, the same year it passed the 
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ordinance requiring residents to clear the streets of obsta¬ 

cles, the City Council decreed that owners of buildings or 

lots on public streets or squares in San Antonio had to build 

84 
sidewalks in front of their properties. But this ordinance 

did not fare any better than those concerning streets. In 

1850 the committee on public improvements advised that the 

"ordinance relating to side walks be enforced at as an early 

a day as possible," particularly along Commerce Street and 
O £ 

Main Plaza. D Four years later the city enlarged this pro¬ 

gram by instructing those owning or renting lands fronting 

on the Acequia Madre or Main Ditch (an acequia which contin¬ 

ued from San Pedro Creek and ran through the center of town 

along what is now Main Street) to clear a public walk on 

86 each side. But little was done. The Herald commented 

in 1855: 

We are under the impression there exists an 

Ordinance in relation to sidewalks. If it com¬ 

pels property holders to pave in front of their 

lots, on public streets, why is it not enforced? 

The sidewalks are impassable in many places, 

during rainy weather. Several efforts have 

been made to carry this Ordinance into effect, 

but only with partial success. If owners of 

property neglect or refuse to obey the law of 

the city in this particular, the authorities 
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should make the required improvement and sell the 

property of delinquents to pay the expense. If 

the city laws cannot be enforced, it is useless 
Ory 

to enact them. ' 

The City Council finally had to assume direction of 

sidewalk construction. An ordinance in 1859 specified that 

the Council would notify the city engineer when sidewalks 

were to be laid down. The engineer would then inform the 

owners of property facing the designated street that side¬ 

walks of a certain width and grade were to be laid down 

within two months. If the property holders refused to do 

the work, the city was to see that sidewalks were laid and 

that the owners were fined and taxed for the cost of the 

. 88 work. 

Bridges were a constant drain on city finances. Many 

bridges—in fact so many, that San Antonio became known as 

the city of bridges—were required to span the winding San 

Antonio River, San Pedro Creek, and the several irrigation 

ditches. To stretch city funds, the early bridges, usually 

small footbridges, were built as simply and cheaply as pos¬ 

sible. Horses and wagons had to ford streams. Most bridges 

consisted of planks placed on barrels and were of two types- 

single and double bridges. Single bridges spanned the 

waterway and swung to one side or the other in time of flood 
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double bridges consisted of two parts that were held together 

in the middle by a stake that was unfastened in time of high 

water so the two parts could swing to their respective banks. 

In spite of these precautions, floods destroyed many bridges. 

In 1852, for example, the Ledger reported that a small flood 

had carried off footbridges as well as bathhouses and 

small buildings. The only bridge then remaining on the river 

89 
was the one at the foot of Main (Commerce) Street. But no 

great improvements of these primitive structures could be 

made; providing adequate bridges of inexpensive types was an 

impossible task for the city treasury. 

The city assumed the responsibility for constructing 

bridges.across the San Antonio River and the major creeks and 

acequias; citizens had the responsibility of making and 

keeping in repair bridges across the leads or small irriga¬ 

tion ditches. If residents failed to perform these tasks, 

the street commissioner was to have the work done and to 

90 collect payment from those responsible. 

As most inhabitants resided in the western section 

of the city, the authorities concentrated upon erecting 

bridges across San Pedro Creek and the Main Ditch. Among 

the early bridges built were ones at the junction of Rivas 

and Nueva streets, where city streets encountered the Main 

91 Ditch. in 1851 the City Council began to turn its atten¬ 

tion to bridges connecting the old section of the city with 
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Alamo City. During that year the city agreed to issue bonds 

up to $1,500 to pay half the cost of a bridge over the San 

Antonio River at the end of Paseo (now Houston) Street. As 

this bridge would increase property value in Alamo City by 

connecting the eastern section with one of the city's main 

thoroughfares, the Council decided Alamo City property hold¬ 

ers ought to pay half of its expense.^ In 1853 the City 

Council authorized the mayor to issue eight per cent bonds 

to pay half the cost of three more bridges across the San 

Antonio River. One was to meet Paseo Street from Delgado 

Street, another on Commerce Street, and the other at New 

Street.^ But these projects were difficult to carry out as 

citizens did not donate sufficient funds to match the city's 
ok 

proffered contributions. While the city was negotiating 

witii residents of Alamo City, John Fries accepted ten per 

cent city scrip for constructing bridges across San Pedro 

Creek and the foot of Rivas Street and across the Main 

Ditch east of the river. ^ 

When money was drawn from the treasury to pay for new 

bridges, there was little left for repairs of old bridges. 

By 185^ the bridge spanning the river at the end of Commerce 

Street presented "a very unbecoming appearance; the timber 

is rotting fast, the banisters are broken, and in fact it is 

giving way in every part. Once or twice it has been so out 

of fix, that carriages and waggons could not pass. Tired of 
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having an old bridge on the main thoroughfare, citizens 

called for a "new strong and substantial bridge" to protect 

96 
the life and property of users. Neither a new bridge nor 

major repairs were made, and in June 1856 nine-year-old 

Gottlieb Glaeser was killed when he fell through the loose 

and rotten planks of the bridge. The boy's father sued the 

city for $50,000 damages. The city demurred to the plain¬ 

tiff's petition, claiming it was "insufficient in law" to 

maintain a suit. The District Court sustained the demurrer 

97 and dismissed the case in 1857. 

Although the case had been dismissed, the corporation, 

fearful of "damages greater perhaps than the cost of a new 

bridge," began to take steps to build a new bridge on Com- 

98 
merce Street. When citizens voted against a loan of 

$15,000 for building a stone bridge,^ the City Council 

authorized a committee to receive plans for a less expen¬ 

sive wooden bridge costing about $3J500.^^ But money for 

this project, imperative though it may have been, was not 

obtained until city lands were sold in May i860. In the 

next month the City Council authorized the mayor to adver¬ 

tise for proposals for a new bridge on Commerce Street 

that was to be completed by December 1, 1860.'^'*" 

To protect the welfare of San Antonians the City Coun¬ 

cil also brought the San Antonio River, San Pedro Creek, and 

the acequias under its jurisdiction. San Antonians drew both 
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drinking and irrigating water from these waterways. The ace 

quias received some supervision from water commissioners, 

elected by property owners along the ditches, and by ditch 

commissioners appointed by the Commissioners Court. These 

commissioners were to see that each lot received the allot¬ 

ment of water specified in its deed and that the ditches 

were dried up, cleaned, and their ancient timbered banks 

102 
repaired once a year. But the two sets of commissioners 

did not have jurisdiction over the San Antonio River and 

San Pedro Creek nor could they handle the numerous and com¬ 

plex problems presented by San Antonio’s growing population. 

When disrepairs, encroachments, and defilements of the 

waterways created water shortages and health hazards detri¬ 

mental to the general populace, the City Council stepped in 

and began to regulate the waterways. 

In 1849 the City Council passed an ordinance assessing 

fines for throwing "dead animals or any other filth" into 

the San Antonio River. The following year the Council 

passed another ordinance forbidding pollution of the Main 

Ditch. In spite of these ordinances, the San Antonio 

River and San Pedro Creek continued to be defiled and en¬ 

croached upon. In i860 a special committee reported: 

That on a careful examination they find that 

the San Antonio River is on many places en¬ 

croached upon, that its water is defiled by the 



176 

excrements of privies and by filth and rubbish, 

accumulated on the banks and swept down by rain 

and wind. The bed of the San Pedro Creek is so 

much obstructed that the inundation of the ad¬ 

joining lots and streets will occur as often as 

a heavy rain falls. 

The committee considered it of the "utmost necessity" to pro¬ 

vide ordinances against these encroachments, obstructions, 

and nuisances. The report concluded with a detailed list 

of encroachments on the river. The committee also recom¬ 

mended that the width and courses of the waterways be fixed 

104 
so that individuals could not change them. 

The acequlas required even more attention. Although 

ordinances relating to other ditches were passed, the Main 

Ditch usually received priority. As early as 1847 the 

Council ordered the Main Ditch repaired and declared that 

thoss who had failed to pay their share were not to receive 

water. Two years later the Council decreed that people 

drawing water from all ditches should keep them in good or¬ 

der. jn 1852 the Council enacted strong measures to 

safeguard drinking water provided by the Main Ditch. A 

straight ditch lined with stone three feet wide at the bot¬ 

tom and four feet wide at the top, replaced the irregular, 

dilapidated, wooden one. In the same year the city enacted 
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an ordinance fining "any and all persons found washing clothes, 

watering Horses, or in any wise defiling the water of the 

106) 
main ditch of the San Pedro, running through the main plaza. 

In 1855 the Herald called attention to the Pajalache or 

Concepcion Ditch on the east side of the river by saying it 

ought to be filled in as it was a health hazard, containing 

stagnant water where mosquitoes bred. The City Council re¬ 

sponded by ordering owners of lands entitled to water from 

107 the ditch to reopen and repair it. ' Ordinances to prevent 

the pollution of drinking water and the opening of Concepcion 

Ditch were only two of many health measures the City Council 

enacted. 

Although San Antonio, with its good water, pure dry 

air, and abundant sunshine, never had so many health problems 

as Texas towns like Galveston and Houston, the frontier 

health resort was not impervious to germs and diseases brought 

in by its large and mobile population. Before 1849 the City 

Council enacted ordinances to keep the city clean, like those 

forbidding hogs and cows running at large in the city and the 

slaughter of beeves within certain limits. But such ordinances 

could not stem epidemics like that of cholera that spread 

across Texas in 1849. Undoubtedly San Antonians anticipated 

the cholera epidemic that raged during the spring of that 

year. Local newspapers had already described the ravages of 

the disease in Turkey and other portions of the Old World 
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and had reported its appearance in New Orleans and Lavaca. 
n nft 

They had informed San Antonians of its symptoms and treatment". 

When cholera appeared in San Antonio on Monday, April 2, 

18^9, citizens were already uneasy as there were.in town many 

cases of violent influenza, sore throat, measles, scarlatina, 

and smallpox. For two weeks cholera remained confined to 

Mexicans who lived in low, damp places, always considered 

health hazards. San Antonians began to relax when Dr. George 

Cupples thought the disease could be contained. "But sud¬ 

denly," in the words of Mrs. Mary Maverick, "in gloom over¬ 

head and in our hearts it appeared everywhere in the most 

violent form and would not yield to treatment. . . ...Fear and 

dread were in every house—an oppressive weight in the at¬ 

mosphere." A third of the city population fled to the coun¬ 

tryside and camped in woods and along streams to get above 

109 the miasma. ' 

The City Council acted quickly to provide guidance in 

the battle against the terrible and infectious disease. 

Meeting in a special session on April 20, the City Council 

appointed a general committee of health, that may be called 

the city's first board of health, to examine all premises 

and "to see that the same are cleaned and purified forth¬ 

with." The city was to furnish money to those who would not 

otherwise be able to comply with the demands of the health 

committee and requested the Commissioners Court's aid in 
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giving relief to the indigent. The health committee was 

authorized to rent a house for a temporary hospital and 

to procure medicines and attendants. 

These measures and primitive remedies like camphorated 

alcohol, laudanum, peppercorns, and eau de Cologne had some 

effect. But in general an average of one member and some¬ 

times half the members of every family died. "Men of strong 

nerve and undoubted courage shrank in fear—many drank hard 

and died drunk--some dropped and died in the streets—one 

poor fellow cut his throat when attacked." Church bells 

ceased to toll the dead as more and more funerals took 

place. Close, damp, and dismal weather continued for six 

weeks, and with it the cholera epidemic. When the epidemic 

finally ended, more than six hundred people had died of the 

disease.Among these victims were Michael Cronican, 

editor of the Western Texian. and Thomas Newcomb, father of 

editor James Pearson Newcomb. 

After this ghastly, unnerving experience, apprehensive 

San Antonians made every effort to prevent other epidemics. 

When cases of smallpox appeared in 1849, 1850, 1851, and 1857, 

the City Council appointed and authorized committees to take 

112 
the necessary steps to quarantine and treat the disease. 

In November 1849 the Council adopted a resolution requiring 

113 all children living within the city limits to be vaccinated. 

When smallpox threatened to reach epidemic proportions in 

1858, the city provided a pesthouse outside the city limits. 
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Those who refused to remove patients to the pesthouse were 

ordered to place a notice written in English, German, and 

Spanish outside their doors saying there was smallpox in 

114 
the house; 

In 1856 the city was "thrown into considerable excite¬ 

ment by the report that mad dogs were about." The City 

Council ordered all dogs found running in the streets 

without collar and number to be killed. After much protest, 

citizens were allowed twenty-four hours to retrieve their 

dogs.11-* 

The City Council enacted numerous other measures to 

prevent or control the spread of diseases. As early as 

1850 the city fathers began preparations to close graveyards 

within the city and to start new ones outside the city limits. 

At this time San Antonio's burial grounds were located near 

the center of the business district. The Roman Catholic 

Campo Santo, opened in 1808, was located at the present site 

of the Santa Rosa Infirmary on West Houston Street. South 

of this cemetery was a large lot (now Milam Square) where 

those not of the Roman Catholic faith were buried. The graves 

were unmarked in both, and the two grounds were unkempt. 

In October 1850 a committee appointed to examine land 

near the powder house owned by the city recommended that at 

least twenty acres in the area be laid out for a public 

cemetery. Three years later such a cemetery was laid out 
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on a hill on present East Commerce Street northwest of the 

powder house and about two and a half miles east of the court¬ 

house. Family plots were sold to provide funds for walling, 

laying out necessary roads, and other improvements. A 

fourth of the tract was reserved for free graves. A city 

sexton made a monthly report to the City Council on the num¬ 

ber of interments and the age, sex, and birthplace of those 

buried. Having provided a place for interring the dead, 

the Council passed an Ordinance the Better to Protect the 

Health of the City declaring that there "shall be no more 

burying of Human bodies within one Mile of the Court House 

117 of this City. The Herald sanctioned this ordinance, 

commenting, "This is a wise measure, for it certainly does 

not add to the health of the city, to have a grave yard 

within its very limits; and in case a malady should break 

out it would probably be very injurious. 

Corrective health measures included providing for the 

indigent and needy sick of the city. In 1851 the City Coun¬ 

cil decreed that "all indigent persons, who from ill health 

or otherwise, are unable to procure a livelihood, shall if 

a resident of this City for the term of thirty days imme¬ 

diately preceding such inability—be considered 'City 

Paupers.'" The Council authorized the mayor to provide 

such residents with assistance and to bury all paupers 

Before they established the office of city physician in 
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1854 the city fathers had paid doctors for medical assistance 

120 to paupers and prisoners. The creation of a hospital and 

poorhouse for indigent sick and poor persons was urged by 

citizens and recommended by the committee on public improve¬ 

ments, but like many good projects this idea remained in the 

121 
talking stages during the ante bellum years. 

The salubrious climate of San Antonio and the efforts 

of the city authorities prevented other epidemics. The 

census of i860 reported there had been no epidemic since 

that of 1849. During the year ending June 1, i860, the city, 

with over 8,000 inhabitants, had had only fifty-eight deaths. 

Thirty-five of these were of children under twelve. The 

causes of death ranged from teething to apoplexy, consumption, 

122 
snake bite, and murder. 

The safety and welfare of San Antonio citizens required 

numerous other measures. To prevent possible explosions and 

fires, the city in 1851 opened a powder house near the United 

States government magazine and prohibited the possession of 

more than a twenty-five-pound keg of gunpowder in any house 

or lot within San Antonio. The stone powder 'house was built 

by William Vance and was to be paid for with rents derived 

from its use."*"^ 

Although no large conflagrations occurred during the 

ante bellum years, fires continued to harass San Antonians. 

Before they could be extinguished these fires usually con- 

124 sumed frame houses and .jacales. To prevent fires, the 



18-3 

City Council appointed fire committees to inspect and see 

that chimney openings were not unduly close to roofs or 

touched the eaves of adjoining buildings; that concrete, 

metal, or sand was placed about stoves and heaters; that 

stovepipes were in good repair; and that dangerous com¬ 

bustible matter was removed. The City Council also de¬ 

creed that open fires could not be built within ten feet 

125 
of a .jacal or wooden building. ^ 

The city also provided fire engines and sponsored the 

first fire companies in San Antonio. In 1851, in response 

to a petition requesting a fire engine and the organization 

of a fire company in San Antonio, the City Council levied 

an additional property tax of one eighth of one per cent 

for a fund with which to purchase a fire engine and appur¬ 

tenances. A committee was also appointed to determine the 

amount of scrip required to buy a fire engine. In 1852 

the city authorized James R. Sweet to procure a fire en¬ 

gine "without delay" only to discover that the engine tax 

fund, having been commingled with the general fund, had 

been spent. 

While the city renewed its efforts to amass funds for 

an engine, together with three hundred feet of hose, that 

would force water to the height of a three-story building, 

citizens organized fire companies. According to Gustavus 

A. Duerler, the first fire chief, the earliest fire company, 

composed of twenty men and known as Ben Milam Company No. 1, 



was organized in June 1854. Members of this company formed 

bucket brigades from the scene of a fire to the nearest ace- 

127 quia. ' Primary records do not mention a fire company be¬ 

fore April 1857, when the City Council recognized "the Body 

of Citizens known and organized under the name of the ’San 

Antonio Hook, Ladder and Fire Company'" as a corporate body 

and made provisions for protecting the fire fighters "so 

far as the power of the City Council extends from all 

damages or suits, until such organization shall be regularly 

chartered by the Legislature of this State." A second fire 

company, Alamo Fire Company No. 2, on the east side of the 

128 
San Antonio River, was organized in December 1859* 

After their organization, both fire companies obtained 

engines and aid from the city. In 1857 the City Council 

authorized the mayor to issue bonds or scrip for a fire en¬ 

gine and in the following year gave the San Antonio Fire 

Association rent-free use of two buildings, on the north 

side of Military Plaza, for storing their engine. In i860 

after private subscribers had donated $1,000 for the pur¬ 

chase of a fire engine for the east side of the river, the 

city agreed to issue scrip to match this amount, and the 

fire engine was procured in the latter part of the year. 

Both associations accepted donations of city scrip for 

129 salaries and rents. ' After the engines were put into 

use, fire fighting remained fatiguing work, but the results 
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were far more effective than formerly. Men attached lariats 

to the hose cart and pulled it to the scene of the fire, 

where the hose was run to an acequia. A hand pump raised 

water into the hose. Operating the hand pump was so strenu¬ 

ous that the fire company was usually divided into two sec¬ 

tions, one pumping and fighting the fire while the other 

130 rested. ^ On festive occasions like the Fourth of July 

volunteer firemen, along with soldiers and veterans, 
131 

participated in'.public celebratigns . 

The City Council sponsored most of the commemorations 

and observances involving national and state dignitaries. 

The first one of this sort was the removal of the body of 

Brevet Major General William Jenkins Worth, U.S.A., a victim 

of cholera, to New York. After passing a resolution of 

eulogy and sympathy to be forwarded to the city government 

of New York City, to the family, and to the Western Texan, 

the City Council attended the public disinterment. Two 

years later in 1851 the City Council opened subscription 

lists for a suitable monument to be placed over the remains 

of another former military commander in San Antonio, Brevet Major 
13?. 

General George Mercer'Brooke, U.S.A'J In July and November of 1852 

the city fathers passed resolutions expressing the condolence 

of San Antonio and requesting that business be closed, flags 

flown at half mast, and guns fired every half hour throughout 

133 a day to mourn the deaths of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster. 
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The following year counci linen had the more pleasant task 

of welcoming Senators Sam Houston and Thomas Jefferson Rusk to 

the city. When Houston visited San Antonio again in 1857 

Mayor A. A. Lockwood appointed J. A. Wilcox chief marshal for 

the reception, but the mayor himself directed the formation 

13^ 
of the procession on Main Plaza. 

Many festive events culminated with activities in San 

Pedro Park, a square around San Pedro Springs, reputedly the 

second oldest public park in the United States, antedated 

only by Boston Common. At the suggestion of city surveyor 

Francis Giraud the City Council had in 1852 reserved for the 

public a large plot of city land, 518 by 550 varas. In 185^ 

the Council ordered the deputy city surveyor to place markers 

at the four corners of the reserve and to remove any con- 

133 flicting markers. But the city fathers continued to move 

slowly; not until March 1858 did they formally establish the 

park by resolving "that the Public Square or Plaza at the 

head of the San Pedro Springs be and the same is hereby de¬ 

clared a dedicated ground for the sole use and benefit of 

the Citizens of said City." In the next month the Council, 

no doubt believing the permanent establishment of a military 

post in San Antonio would benefit the city, offered ten 

acres or more of the San Pedro reserve as a site for an ar¬ 

senal. The United States government rejected this offer, 
*i o ^ 

and the plot remained intact as a park. ^ 
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As early as 1858 the city passed ordinances concerning 

utilities. An ordinance of June 1858 granted an exclusive 

fifty-year franchise to Ludovic Colquhoun, S. R. Dickson, 

John C. French, Asa Mitchell, H. L. Radaz, James Vance, and 

their future associates permitting their use of streets and 

other public lands for laying gas pipes. In return the 

unchartered San Antonio Gas Company agreed to furnish to the 

city gas at a ten per cent discount, provided the city fur¬ 

nish lampposts, meters, and lamps. This ordinance also 

regulated gas sold in the city and required that three miles 

of gas pipe be laid within three years.^^^ In June i860, 

after the company reported it had laid two miles of pipe, 

the city fathers purchased twenty-five gas posts for city 

138 
streets. Despite these, the city was still insuffici- 

189 ently lighted, especially along Commerce Street. 

To aid business transactions and prevent fraud, a 

city inspector of weights and measures verified all weights, 

beams, balances, and other measuring devices, for which in¬ 

spections he received a fee set by the City Council. The 

TILO inspector also weighed hay for a set fee. 

In response to a petition the city fathers regulated 

Sunday observance by passing an ordinance requiring that 

stores and shops within the city limits be closed on Sunday^ 

Maintaining some semblance of law and order was the 

most difficult task that faced the City Council. Because it 
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was a point of departure for El Paso, California, and Mexico 

travelers, San Antonio was "the headquarters of a large num- 

142 
ber of transient persons, and renegades from other States!' 

and "a place of resort for discharged soldiers, broken down 

government teamsters, fugitives from justice east of the 

Guadalupe, Mexican peons, and, in fact, for vagabonds of 

l4l 
every description." J These restless, rowdy, ne'er-do-well 

groups provided frontier San Antonio with more than its share 

of horse thefts, robberies, counterfeit bills, divorce cases 

involving abandonment and cruelty, broken "bottles and 

144 
noses," and murders. Affrays and gun fights erupted in 

numerous saloons, gambling houses, fandangos, horse races, 

cockfights, and bullfights, and other places of entertainment. 

The City Council recognized the’sources of most criminal 

problems and passed a series of ordinances that ought to have 

established order and peace. Ordinances prohibited shooting, 

"fast and furious Riding or driving," and drunkards and 

145 
vagrants within the city. Other ordinances outlawed 

gambling houses, "the abodes of prostitutes and swindlers," 

where "the young and promising" were "hurled headlong into 

146 
the grave of poverty and degradation." 

The City Council found popular amusements like fan¬ 

dangos, cockfights, and bullfights were difficult to regulate. 

In 1849 the city passed its first ordinance concerning fan¬ 

dangos, which Mayor James M. Devine later termed "hot beds of vice 
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Qhatf had, from the commencement of the Mexican War . . . 

become a most intolerable nuisance and I do not exaggerate, 

when I assert, as my firm contention, that all the murders 

and outrages, which disgraced our period and since, have 

flowed directly and indirectly from their toleration." 

Fandangos were forbidden within a mile radius of San Fer¬ 

nando Church. This ban provoked such clamorous protest 

that the City Council tested various alternatives. First 

it permitted fandangos to take place only if an armed mar¬ 

shal were present to see there was no liquor drinking or 

gambling. When this method of maintaining order failed, it 

outlawed the carrying of deadly weapons at dances. This 

strategy was equally ineffective, and the Council then had 

to return to prohibiting fandangos within certain parts of the 

city.^"'7 Briefly in 1855 the City Council prohibited cock¬ 

fights and bullfights, "abominable, brutal and disgraceful 

practices," that poisoned the morals and the "finer feelings 

of civilized life," but it repealed the ordinance the 

148 
following year. 

Had the city ordinances been obeyed, the city would 

have had relative order and peace. But it was one matter to 

pass laws and another to enforce them. The skeleton police 

force—a city marshal and his few assistants, the Bexar 

County sheriff and his deputy, and a constable or two—was 

severely handicapped because the city fathers never passed— 
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perhaps they dared not to pass—an ordinance against "the 

barbarous practice of carrying deadly weapons in a civilized 

community,. Law enforcement officers found it a hopeless 

task to keep peace among thousands of armed men. 

Many efforts were made to aid and supplement the police 

force. For example, until lb59 informers received half of 

the fines assessed for infractions of the law they had re¬ 

ported.'*''^ Rewards for lost, that is stolen, property ap¬ 

peared often in newspapers. But these expediencies were not 

substitutes for a larger number of officers. In ld5^ a peti¬ 

tion of citizens living on the east side of the San Antonio 

River asked for a night watch police for protection or that 

part of the cityThis plea probably went unanswered 

until lS5b when the city fathers decided that recent numer¬ 

ous murders and robberies called for organizing citizens into 

night patrols. They divided the city into three beats or 

precincts each of which was to be patrolled each night by 

five citizens under a captain appointed by the mayor. The 

152 patrol had the same power of making arrests as police officers. 

An unexpected violent reaction met this ordinance. The 

Herald asked "do the City Fathers anticipate an invasion or 

an insurrection or do they fear serious results from the 

threatened resort to 'Club Law?'" Most believed the existing 

police force ample to protect the city. At public meetings, 

lauorers called the law, unequal, unjust, and oppressive 
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because tney were not able to guard the property of the ricn 

1*53 at night and to tend to their own work the following day. 

The Reporter thought that the authorities were undoubtedly 

well-meaning in establishing patrols but sagaciously warned 

that the system created a police force that was irrespon¬ 

sible and uncontrollable insofar as the men served without 
15/4, 

pay. ^ The City Council discontinued the patrol system, 

and at the next crisis, rather than revive the citizen 

police force, it appropriated a hundred dollars for a secret 

service fund. City marshals were to use this money for fer¬ 

reting out clues leading to the arrest of murderers and 

robbers 

But law enforcement did not meet expected standards. 

In 1857 citizens, including probably some who had protested 

against the patrols, formed a vigilance committee and began 

to apprehend and punish without due process those they be¬ 

lieved guilty. Bexar County citizen H. S. Lafferty warned 

Governor Pease that "if something cannot be done to allay 

the excitement valuable lives must be lost.^-^ jn 155a a 

grand jury, trying to determine the roots of the trouule, 

reported that insufficient "enforcement of the criminal 

laws," and generous executive clemency had ignited "the 

violent and unlawful action of a body of men who have 

visited summary vengeance without lawful authority upon 

persons whom they believe criminals, the perpetrators of 
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which have thus far eluded the utmost vigilance of the con¬ 

stituted authorities, notwithstanding every effort has been 

made to discover them.” Executive clemency, the grand jury 

said, was particularly nefarious. It has "a tendency to 

dishearten Jurors in the performance of their duties,” as 

those they had found guilty often went fvee,^^ Executive 

pardons were so frequent that in ld52 concerned citizens of 

Bexar County petitioned for nonintervention of executive 

clemency in the case of Thomas Downey who had been convicted 

of rape.^^ 

In spite of these oostacles, more and more criminals 

were apprehended, tried, and convicted. Law enforcement was 

particularly strengthened between the years lb5d and ldbO. 

Captain Edmund Kirby Smith, U.S.A., noted the more effective 

159 law enforcement in March 1S60 over that of March 

The majority oi those apprehended and convicted were Mexi¬ 

cans, but prominent citizens also had their day in court. 

Included among those convicted of playing euchre, faro, 

monte, and other games of chance were John S. McDonald, 

i ^ n 
clerk of the Bexar County District Court, and J. N. 

Bosshard, a young Swiss who operated a saloon in the 

Veramendi House. Notable among the charges for drunk 

and disorderly conduct was that against Marcellus French 

and Henry P. Howard who shot at one another on January 20, 

lb55• No one was injured, but the two participants, who 
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pleaded guilty, were fined $100 for gathering "in a war .Like 
"I 

manner." Often affrays resulted in brutal murders. In 

lb53> for example, J. W. Ford brutally shot a Mexican, Juan 

Barcelona, who when drunk refused to step aside on a side¬ 

walk for Ford and his wife.^^ Perhaps the.most gruesome 

and bloodiest affair was the shooting of desperado William 

Hart. In August l«5b Hart was transferred on a change of 

venue to Bexar County to stand trial for the murder of 

Alexander Boyd. While at large on bail, he was attacked by 

vigilantes and, along with three others, slain in a gun 

battle. 

Considering its poverty, the City Council's accomplish¬ 

ments are remarkable. It obtained clear title to the city 

lands and established the city boundaries; it erected a city 

hall, a jail, and three market houses; it kept existing streets 

passable, opened new streets, built new bridges, and repaired 

aoequias; it provided medical aid and established the first 

board of health and new cemeteries; it established public 

schools and a public park; it aided the first fire companies 

and organized the first moaern police force. None of these 

projects equaled expectations; but, like most other under¬ 

takings that began between tne years lb46 and lbbl, they 

were beginnings and firm foundations. 
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de la Constitucion. Gradually the plaza became known as Main 

Plaza probably because it was the most important square in 

the town and because the Acequia Madre or Main Ditch ran 

through it. 

2 
For a more complete description of San Antonio under 

the Spanish, see Mattie Alice Austin, "The Municipal Govern¬ 

ment of San Fernando de Bexar, 1730-lbOO," Quarterly of the 

Texas State Historical Association. VIII (April 1903), 

277-352. 

4 Statutes at Large and Treaties of the United States 

of America, IX, 1-2. 
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ESSAY ON SOURCES 

PRIMARY MATERIALS 

Manuscripts 

Fundamental to any study of San Antonio are city, county, 

state, and federal records. Unquestionably the most valuable city 

record is the Journal of the City Council of San Antonio (City 

Clerk's office, San Antonio), for which a printed index is avail¬ 

able , Index, of the Proceedings of the City Council of San Antonio 

from 1837 to 1879. Contained in Volumes I, II, III, IV (San 

Antonio, 1879)* This Journal gives the names of city officials 

and vital information on economic, political, and social life 

in San Antonio. City ordinances may be found in either the 

Journal of the City Council or the Ordinance Books of San Antonio 

(City Clerk's office, San Antonio), occasionally in both. In the 

records kept by the City Clerk in the basement of City Hall is 

also a book containing records of city lands sold between 1849 

and 1854 and a list of the lands that were to be sold in May i860. 

Unfortunately, at least five city records are not extant. 

City tax records for early San Antonio were probably destroyed by 

the flood of 1917* A historian, however, can gain a knowledge of 

the property holdings of San Antonians from the Tax Rolls of 

Bexar County, 1846-1861 (Archives Division, Texas State Library, 

Austin). These records are useful as a quick reference for 

learning what property a person owned, but they are not reliable 
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for determining wealth because tax assessors made inconsistent 

evaluations. Plats and field notes made by the city surveyors 

are not extant, but the Plat Books and Field Records of Bexar 

County (County Clerk's office, San Antonio) provide specific 

information on the layout of San Antonio. Three maps in the 

Archives Collection, University of Texas Library, Austin, pro¬ 

vide the best overall picture of San Antonio. The earliest of 

these maps, which is unsigned, shows San Antonio de Bexar and 
> / 

its ancient wards (see below, p. 311) • The other two maps show 

the lands lying within the corporation of the City of San An¬ 

tonio as surveyed and divided in 1852. W. C. A. Thielepape 

engraved one of the two from "official sources and papers" in 

1855 (see below, p. 312). In 1886 Jore Gentilz drew the other 

from field notes Francis Giraud had made for the city land 

sales in 1852. 

Scholars are handicapped in describing public buildings 

erected between the years 1846 and l86l because the Bid and Con¬ 

tract Book has been lost or destroyed. Also missing are the 

lists containing the ages and names of the students and the dif¬ 

ferent classes into which the schools were divided that teach¬ 

ers submitted to the City Council at the beginning of each se¬ 

mester. The School Census of Bexar County for 1855 (Archives 

Division, Texas State Library, Austin) and the records of the 

Roman Catholic schools, the Ursuline Academy (Ursuline Academy, 

San Antonio) and St. Mary's Institute (St. Mary's University, 
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San Antonio) compensate somewhat, but not fully, for this 

loss. 

The most grievous lack is that of the city interment 

records kept by the city sexton. These records showed the 

cause of death, as well as name, sex, age, and date of death. 

Sometimes the cause of death, as well as accomplishments of 

the deceased and terminal dates, appear on tombstones. But 

these instances are too rare to be significant. 

The Deed Records of Bexar County (County Clerk's office, 

San Antonio) for the years 1846-1861 that also contain mort¬ 

gages and bills of sale are the most valuable source of infor¬ 

mation on business transactions, locations and descriptions of 

buildings, slaves and free persons of color, and other sub¬ 

jects. Probate Minutes, Final Probate Records, and Probate Bond 

Records of Bexar County (County Clerk's office, San Antonio) 

provide descriptions and evaluations of estates. They are vital 

not only for estimating individual wealth but also for indicat¬ 

ing the types of goods carried by shops, as well as providing 

information on slaves. The Minutes of the Commissioners Court 

of Bexar County (County Clerk's office, San Antonio) often give 

more detailed information than the Journal of the City Council 

on joint city-county projects like the courthouse-city hall, 

jails, and schools. They are the most useful source of infor¬ 

mation on roads entering San Antonio.. The Election Returns of 

Bexar County, 1846-1861 (Archives Division, Texas State Library, 
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Austin) give the names of San Antonians who were elected to 

county offices. 

The Marriage Records of Bexar County (County Clerk’s of¬ 

fice, San Antonio) are indispensable in determining the commin¬ 

gling of ethnic and religious groups and in learning the names, 

dates, and denominational connections of ministers who officiated 

in San Antonio. These records are particularly important for 

suggestions about the Baptist, Methodist, and Protestant Epis¬ 

copal churches. The Baptists, in 1846-1861, had no church build¬ 

ing and kept no records of the meetings held by visiting preach¬ 

ers. Flood waters of 1917 destroyed the records of the local 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The vestry minutes of Trinity 

parish, the first organization of the Episcopal Church in San 

Antonio, are not extant. Church records of this period that do 

exist are Libros de Baptismos of San Fernando Church (San Fer¬ 

nando Cathedral office, San Antonio), Baptismal Books of St. 

Mary's Church (St. Mary's Church office, San Antonio), Sessional 

Records of the First Presbyterian Church (First Presbyterian 

Church office, San Antonio), Parish Registers of St. Mark's 

Church (St. Mark's Church office, San Antonio), and Protokolle 

der Evangelisch Luterischen Sankt Johannes Gemeinde, San Antonio, 

Bexar County, Texas, den Item Januar 1858 (St. John's Church 

office, San Antonio). 

The Minutes, Records of Decisions, and Civil Case Papers 

of the Fourth District Court of Bexar County (District Clerk's 
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office, San Antonio) provide information on disputes concerning 

city and church lands and city taxes. They also contain mater¬ 

ials on law enforcement, slaves and free persons of color, and 

divorces. The Minutes show those admitted to the bar, notices of 

deaths of attorneys in San Antonio, and naturalizations. These 

records, except for case papers, are in order and readily ac¬ 

cessible. Located in a large vault in the basement of the Bexar 

County Courthouse, the case papers are in chaos. Many are 

missing; others are strewn on the floor. 

Federal court records containing law, equity (especially 

bankruptcies and receiverships) and criminal cases for the dis¬ 

tricts in which San Antonio was located are found at the Federal 

Records Center, Fort Worth. During the years between 1846 and 

l86l, cases pertaining to San Antonio were heard in United 

States courts at Galveston (1846-1851) and Austin (1851-1861). 

It is most difficult to work in the records of the early cases 

heard at Galveston. As the deputy clerk of the United States 

District and Circuit courts for the Southern District of Texas 

in Galveston retained the court dockets, indexes, and minutes, 

an investigator must obtain case numbers and other identifica¬ 

tion of cases from the deputy clerk in Galveston before going 

to Fort Worth. After the investigator has obtained this in¬ 

formation, he is likely to find that the case papers were dam¬ 

aged or destroyed in a fire or flood. The minutes, dockets, 

and case papers from the Austin court are in better physical 
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condition, more complete, in order, and readily accessible at the 

Federal Records Center. These records are valuable for cases 

relating to the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company. 

The Archives Division of the Texas State Library in 

Austin contains state records providing information on San Antonio. 

The Governors Letters and Executive Record Books are the most use¬ 

ful of these records, especially for information on military ac¬ 

tivities in San Antonio. Materials on this subject are also found 

in Memorials and Petitions. Lula B. Hukeba's A Calender of the 

Memorials and Petitions to the Legislature of Texas from 1846 to 

i860 (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1935) is an 

ea^y guide to these manuscripts. The Adjutant Generals Papers 

contain a few reports on San Antonio. The Comptrollers Reports 

and Letter Books and the Treasurers Letters, 1854-1878, and 

Letter Book, 1853-1870, supply a few facts on business transac¬ 

tions in San Antonio. Railroad Papers, Reports, Inspections 

are the most important source for materials on the San Antonio 

and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company. Of lesser importance is 

Proceedings of the Board of School Commissioners Created by "An 

Act to provide the Investment of the Special School fund in the 

Bonds of Rail-road Companies incorporated by the State," Passed 

August 13th, 1856. 

The General Land Office of Texas, Austin, contains 

records pertaining to state lands in Bexar County. Records of 

First Class Land Certificates, I, 35> show the state lands given 
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for the use of free schools in Bexar County. Files on land scrip 

show the lands granted to the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail¬ 

road Company. Abstract of All Original Texas Land Titles Compris¬ 

ing Grants and Locations to August 31. 1941 (8 vols., Austin, 1941- 

1942) is a printed guide to these sources. 

The United States government also compiled and kept 

valuable statistics on San Antonio that are still in manuscript 

form. Foremost among’ these materials are the Seventh and Eighth 

(1850 and i860) United States census reports of Bexar County. 

Two depositories now contain the manuscripts of these reports. 

Schedule 1, Free Inhabitants, and Schedule 2, Slave Inhabitants, 

are in the National Archives, Washington; Schedule 3» Mortality, 

Schedule 4, Agriculture, Schedule 5> Industry, and Schedule 6, 

Social Statistics, are in the Archives Division, Texas State Li¬ 

brary, Austin. These reports are invaluable for information on 

individuals and economic and social facts about San Antonio. 

Registers of Postmaster, Indexes of Offices, etc., 1826-1857 

(National Archives, Washington) and the printed Journal of the 

Executive Proceedings of the Senate of the United States of 

America provide the names of the postmasters who served at San 

Antonio between 1846 and 1851. 

In addition to these official records the unpublished 

papers of at least five San Antonians of this period are now in 

public depositories. The Henri Castro Papers and the George Cup- 

pies Papers are in the Archives Division, Texas State Library, 
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Austin. The Jeremiah Yellott Dashiell Papers, the Robert Simpson 

Neighbors Papers, and the James Pearson Newcomb Papers are in the 

Archives Collection, University of Texas Library, Austin. These 

papers contain few letters written between the years 1846 and 

l86l. The letters that are extant deal with personal matters 

that rarely touch upon significant events. 

Printed Official Documents and Reports 

Vital information on San Antonio between the years 1846 

and 1861 appears in printed official documents and reports. One 

of the most important of these works is H. P. N. Gammel (comp.), 

The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 (10 vols., Austin, 1898) which in¬ 

cludes state laws pertaining to railroads and schools and grant¬ 

ing charters of incorporation. Cases decided by the Supreme 

Court of Texas appear in Texas Reports. They contain much ma¬ 

terial on San Antonio. J. D. B. De Bow, Statistical View of the 

United States . . . , Being a Compendium of the Seventh Census 

[1850] . . . (Washington, 1854), Joseph C. G. Kennedy, Popula¬ 

tion of the United States in i860; Compiled from the Original 

Returns of The Eighth Census . . . (Washington, 1864), and 

Kennedy, Mortality and Miscellaneous Statistics of the United 

States, i860 (Washington, 1866) supplement the manuscript 

returns of the United States censuses for 1850 and i860. 

The remaining official documents used in the present 

study deal with postal and military activities. The annual 
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Report KJ of the Postmaster General (Washington, 1846-1861) 

and the annual Report CsJ of the Secretary of War (Washington, 
1846-1861) for 1846-1861 contain basic background and 

specific information on these subjects. Complete citations 

for these sources are found in U. S. Superintendent of 

Documents, Checklist of United States Public Documents, 

1789-1909 (3rd ed., Washington, 1911), 20-39* Numerous 

reports on specific undertakings supplement these general 

accounts. The most important specific documents on postal 

activities pertaining to the San Antonio-San Diego mail 

route are J. C. Wood (i.e., Isaiah C. Woods), Report to 

Hon. A. V. Brown. Postmaster General, on the Opening and 

Present Condition of the United States Overland Mail Route 

Between San Antonio. Texas... and San Diego. California 

(Washington? 1858?) and Report on Claim of George H. Giddings. 

Sen. Misc. Docs., 36 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 15 (serai No. 1089)* 

Official accounts of the San Antonio post appear 

in two reports edited by Martin L. Crimmins, "W. G. 

Freeman's Report on the Eighth Military Department [1853] 

Southwestern Historical Quarterly. LI (July 1947), 54-58, 

(October 194?), 167-174, (January 1948), 252-258, LII 

(July 1948), 100-108, (October 1948), 227-233> (January 1949), 

349-353, Dili (July 1949), 71-77,(October 1949), 202-208, 

(January 1950), 308-319, (April 1950), 443-473, and "Colonel 

J. K. F. Mansfield’s Report of the Inspection of the Depart¬ 

ment of Texas in 1856," ibid.T XLII (October 1938), 122-148, 
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(January 1939), 215-257, (April 1939), 351-387. Two of the most 

interesting and informative firsthand accounts of the work of the 

reconnaissance groups of the Corps of Topographical Engineers 

who used San Antonio as a departure and supply point are W. F. 

Smith, Report . . . of Routes from San Antonio to El Paso, Sen. 

Ex. Docs., 31 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 64 (serial No. 577) and Gouv.erneur 

K. Warren, Memoir to Accompany the Map of the ..^Territory of the 

United States from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, 

Sen. Ex. Docs., 33 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 78 (serial No. 768). 

William Hemsley Emory, Report on the United States and Mexican 

Boundary Survey, Made Under the Direction of the Secretary of 

the Interior, Sen. Ex. Docs., 34 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 108 (serial 

No. 832) tells of the visit to San Antonio in October 1854 of 

Emory and his group before they joined the Mexican boundary 

commission in El Paso to mark the lines of the Gadsden Purchase. 

E. M. Pease, Message of the Executive in Regard to 

Mexican Carts (Austin, 1857) describes the circumstances in 1857 

when federal and state forces were used to subdue strife between 

Mexican and Anglo-American teamsters. (This document was printed 

in German and Spanish as well as in English.) Troubles on the 

Texas Frontier, House Exec♦ Docs., 36 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 81 

(serial No. 1056) and Difficulties on the Southwestern Frontier, 

House Exec. Docs., 36 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 52 (serial No. 1050) 

describe the efforts of federal and state forces, including many 

San Antonians, to quell the forays in South Texas by the Mexican 

Juan Nepomuceno Cortina. 
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Contemporary Accounts and Memoirs 

Three nonofficlal accounts of military groups in San 

Antonio are George Wurtz Hughes, Memoir Description of the March 

of a Division of the United States Army, Under the Command of 

Brigadier General John E. Wool, from San Antonio de Bexar, in 

Texas, to Saltillo, in Mexico (Washington?, 1846); Francis Bay- 

lies, A Narrative of Ma.jor General Wool * s Campaign in Mexico in 

the Years 1846, 1847 & 1848 (Albany, N.Y., 1851); John Russell 

Bartlett, Personal Narratives of Explorations and Incidents in 

Texas, New Mexico, California, Sonora and Chihuahua Connected 

with the U. S. and Mexican Boundary Commission, During the Years 

i860, 151, *52 and *53 (2 vols., New York, 1854). The magnitude 

of the Indian problem and the success of the government's policy 

in coping with it are indicated by contemporary letters found 

in Dorman H. Winfrey and others (eds.), Texas Indian Papers, 

1825-1916 (4 vols., Austin, 1959-1961), III. 

Perhaps the most valuable printed primary sources are 

newspapers of the period. These furnish basic materials on 

economic growth, political sentiments, and educational, reli¬ 

gious,- and social organizations. English language newspapers 

published in San Antonio between 1846 and 1861 are Western Texlan, 

(also called Western Texan, Texan, and Daily Texan), Ledger, 

Daily Ledger, Daily Ledger and Texan,. Ledger, and. Texan'Weekly, 

Weekly Ledger arid Texan, -Alamo -Star.,. Herald.,. -Daily. Herald,, arid.1: 

Daily H§raid- arid: ;San UAntonld:-Public Advertiser, Reporter, Sentinel, 
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Mallet and Shooting Stick, Union, Alamo Express, Tri-Weekly, Alamo 

Express, Tri-Weekly Alamo Express, and News, German language news¬ 

papers are the Zeitung and Texas Staats-Zeitung, Spanish language 

newspapers are El Be.jareno, El Correo, and El Ranchero. The News¬ 

paper Collection of the University of'Texas, Austin; the James 

Pearson Newcomb Collection, San Antonio Public Library, San Antonio 

and the Archives Division of the Texas State Library, Austin, have 

the most complete files of these newspapers. 

There are many published contemporary accounts by resi¬ 

dents and visitors in San Antonio between 1846 and 1861. These 

are useful in showing conditions and attitudes of the time. 

Basic to the entire period are the writings of Samuel Augustus 

Maverick and Mary, his wife. These reports appear in two books 

edited by Rena Maverick Green, Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick (San 

Antonio, 1921) and Samuel Maverick,'Texan: 1803-1870* a Collec¬ 

tion of Letters, Journals and Memoirs (San Antonio, 1952). 

Prominent citizens of San Antonio before, during, and after the 

period 1846-1861, the Mavericks provided the most perceptive 

and complete contemporary descriptions of this time. J. M. 

Rodriguez's Memoirs of Early Texas (San Antonio, 1913) is valu¬ 

able for its accounts of the principal families in San Antonio. 

Vinton Lee James, Frontier and Pioneer, Recollections of Early 

Days in San Antonio and West Texas (San Antonio, 1938) and Mrs. 

Maria Aurelia James, I Remember (San Antonio, 1938) may not be 

reliable, since they were written many years after the described 

events occurred. 
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An account of San Antonio before 1850 appears in William 

A. McClintock’s "Journal of a Trip Through Texas and Northern 

Mexico in 1846-1847,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXIV 

(July 1930), 20-37, (January 1931), 231-256.' A description of 

San Antonio in 1846 written by Charles I. Sellon, a resident of 

Pittsfield, Illinois, who served in the Mexican War as a private 

in Company A, First Regiment, Illinois Foot Volunteers, appears 

in H. Bailey Carroll's "Texas Collection" ibid., XLVII (July 1943), 

63. The work by Emmanuel Henry Dieudonne Domenech, Journal d'un 

missionaire au Texas et au Mexique, 1846-1852 (Paris, 1857), 

translated into English as Missionary Adventures in Texas and 

Mexico: A Personal Narrative of Six Years' So.1 ourn in Those 

Regions (London, 1858), contains a description of San Antonio 

in 1848 emphasizing religious activities in the city. Vivid 

descriptions of rowdy frontier San Antonio by Presbyterian 

minister John McCullough appear in William Wallace McCullough, 

Jr., John McCullough, "Grandfather," 1805-1870; Pioneer Presby¬ 

terian Missionary and Teacher in the Republic of Texas (Galves¬ 

ton, 1944). The impressions of the Reverend John Wesley DeVilbiss, 

ounder of the first Methodist church in San Antonio, appear in H. A. 

Graves (comp.), Reminiscences and Events in the Ministerial Life 

of Rev. John Wesley DeVilbiss (Galveston, 1886). 

German visitors wrote four excellent descriptions of San 

Antonio before 1850. Geologist Ferdinand Roemer's description in 

his Texas. Mit Besonderer Rucksicht auf Deutsche Auswanderung 
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und die Physisohen Verhaltnisse des Landes nach Eiganer Beobach- 

tung Gesohidert . . . (Bonn, 1849), translated into English by 

Oswald Mueller as Texas; with Particular Reference to German Im¬ 

migration and the Physical Appearance of the Country; Described 

Through Personal Observation (San Antonio, 1935)> and Viktor 

Bracht's Texas im Jahre 1848. Nach Mehr.jahrigen Beobaohtungen 

Dargestellt . . . Mit Verschiedenartigen Zugaben, Auszugen Aus 

Briefen (Elberfeld u. Iserlohn, 1849), translated into English 

by Charles Frank Schmidt as Texas in 1848 (San Antonio, 1931) 

are the most complete of these accounts. The other two works 

describing Texas—Dr. Ferdinand Charles von Herff's Die Ge- 

regelte Auswanderung Des Deutschen Proletariats Mit Besondern 

Beziehung Auf Texas (Frankfurt, 1850) and Traugott Bromine's 

Traugott Bromme's Hand- und Reisebuch fur Auswanderer nach ben 

Vereinigten Staaten von Nord-Amerika, Texas . . . (Bayreuth, 

1848)—give briefer but excellent reports of San Antonio. 

Melinda Rankin's Texas in 1850 (Boston, 1850) contains 

a contemporary account of San Antonio that stresses the acti¬ 

vities of Methodist missionaries in the city. "Recollections 

of Texas" by a returned emigrant reprinted, from Tait's Magazine, 

in the North American Miscellany, II (May 17, 1851), 113-120, 

gives an excellent account of Mexican-Anglo-American relations 

as well as reports on rainfall and topography. In spite of the 

Unionist bias that appears in his writings, Frederick Law Olmsted 

provides probably the most complete and best description of San 
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Antonio in the mid-1850's. In A Journey Through Texas; or, A 

Saddle-Trip on the Southwestern Frontier; with a Statistical 

Appendix (New York, 1857), Olmsted says he was particularly im¬ 

pressed by the number of foreigners in the city. Also valuable, 

especially for its descriptions of San Antonio's houses, is 

John Coleman Reid, Reid's Tramp, or, A Journal of the Incidents 

Ten Months Travel Through Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Sonora, 

and California* Including Topography, Climate, Soil, Minerals, 

Metals and Inhabitants; with a Notice of the Great Inter- 

Oceanic Rail Road (Selma, Ala., 1858, reprint, Austin, 1935)* 

In the work edited by Henry B. Dielmann, "Emma Altgelt's 

Sketches’ of Life in Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 

LXIII (January i960), 363-384, is a brief sketch of San Antonio 

in 1854. An excellent and more extensive account of San Antonio 

is given in the article by Ophia D. Smith, "A Trip to Texas in 

.1855," ibid., LIX (July 1955), 24-39, which is based on the ac¬ 

counts of John H. James. The piece edited by J. Evetts Haley, 

James G. Bell's "A Log of the Texas-California Cattle Trail, 

1854," ibid., XXXV (January 1932), 208-237, (April 1932), 290- 

316, XXXVI (July 1932), 47-66, is a report of the first cattle 

drive from San Antonio to California. Pierre Fourier Parisot, 

The Reminiscences of a Texas Missionary (San Antonio, 1899) de¬ 

scribes a few incidents in San Antonio during the latter part 

of the 1850's. Ellen Bartlett Ballou's "Scudder's Journey to 

Texas, 1859,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly. LXIII (July 1959), 
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1-14, gives a description of San Antonio in 1859 "by Horace Elisha 

Scudder, future author and editor of the Houghton Mifflin publishing 

company and the Atlantic Monthly. 

Miscellaneous Printed Sources 

The next works to he discussed contribute information on 

religious, social, and economic developments in San Antonio. The 

Protestant Episcopal Church, Diocese of Texas, Journals, 1850-1861, 

and'the Spirit of the Missions. 1846-1861, a'.missibnary .periodical 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, are the two main sources for 

reports of the Episcopal: Church in San Antonio. The previously 

cited works--McCullough, John McCullough and Graves (comp.), 

Reminiscences . . . of Rev. John Wesley DeVilbiss—provide pri¬ 

mary information on the Presbyterian and Methodist churches. 

An account in the December 1859 issue of the Philadelphia Occident 

seems to be the only primary account of early Jews in San Antonio. 

Grand Lodge of Texas, A.F.&A.M., Proceedings, A. S. Ruthven, comp. 

(2 vols., Galveston, 1857); Grand Chapter of Texas, R. A. M., 

Transactions, George Lopaz, Jr., comp. (5 vols., Houston, 1897); 

and Willard Richardson (comp.), History of Odd Fellowship in 

Texas . . . (Galveston, 1874) are the principal primary published 

documents on the secret fraternal orders founded in San Antonio 

between the years 1846 and l68l. 

Printed primary materials that contain the most informa¬ 

tion on the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company are 
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William J. Clarke, A Letter on the Condition and Prospects of the 

San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company, in the State of 

Texas, Its Lands, &C. (New York, 1856); Annual Report of the San 

Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company in the State of Texas, 

October 1st, 1857 (San Antonio, 1857); I. A. Paschal, Letter of 

Messrs. Paschal, French, and Wheeler and Fulton to Messrs. Bras- 

sey, Wise, Napier, Simpson and Robison (Austin, i860); and T. J. 

Carter, Brief Exhibit of the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail 

Road Company, Texas (New York, i860). 

Other printed sources are a brief prepared by George W. 

Paschal, The City of San Antonio, Plaintiff and Appellant, vs. 

Nathaniel Lewis, Defendant and Appellee . . . , Argument for the 

City (Austin, 1854) and a contemporary report on the cholera epi¬ 

demic in San Antonio, by United States Army surgeon J. J. B. 

Wright, "Report on the Topography of San Antonio, and the Epidemic 

Cholera that Prevailed There in the Spring of 1849," Southern 

Medical Reports, I (1849), 415-435* 

SECONDARY WORKS 

The following works are among the most important pub¬ 

lished general studies on San Antonio. William Corner (comp, and 

ed.), San Antonio de Bexar; a Guide and History (San Antonio, 1890); 
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Ernst Schuchard, 100th Anniversary, Pioneer Flour Mills, San 

Antonio, Texas, 1851-1951 (San Antonio, 1951); and Edward W. 

Heusinger, A Chronology of Events in San Antonio, Being a Con¬ 

cise History of the City Year by Year, from the Beginning of 

Its Establishment to the End of the First Half of the Twentieth 

Century. (San Antonio, 1951) contain fairly reliable but not all- 

inclusive chronologies of the city. Only by correlating the 

three can historians obtain a comprehensive list of the import¬ 

ant events occurring in San Antonio for any particular period. 

Schuchard's work contains some of the finest pictures of San 

Antonio ever published. 

General histories like J. H. Copeland's San Antonio at 

a Glance (n.p.,, 1892), giving an extensive list of San Antonio's 

pioneers; James Pearson Newcomb, Jr.'s The Alamo City (San 

Antonio, 1926), written mainly from accounts left by his father, 

Editor James Pearson Newcomb; the guide written by the Federal 

Writer's Project of Texas, San Antonio; An Authoritative Guide 

to the City and Its Environs (San Antonio, 1938); Samuel and 

Bess Woolford's The San Antonio Story (San Antonio, 1950)j con¬ 

taining an excellent bibliography; and the most recent work 

Charles Ramsdell's San Antonio: A Historical and Pictorial 

Guide (Austin, 1959)» provide an overall sketch of San Antonio 

and suggest work needing to be done in specific fields. Popular 
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histories include Frank Bushick's Glamorous Days (San Antonio, 

1934); Green Peyton Wertenbaker's San Antonio, City in the Sun 

(New York, 1946); Boyce House's City of Flaming Adventure; the 

Chronicle of San Antonio (San Antonio, 1949); and Albert Curtis' 

Fabulous San Antonio (San Antonio, 1955)* 

A number of specific studiessuppplement these general 

surveys. J. E. Conner, The Centennial Record of the San Antonio 

Army Services Forces Depot, 1845-1946 (San Antonio, 1945) is the 

best single work describing San Antonio's role as the main supply 

depot for the Southwest. Good secondary works, based on exten¬ 

sive primary sources, cover the explorations of reconnaissance 

groups of the Corps of Topographical Engineers who opened new 

roads in Texas. William H. Goetzmann, Army Exploration in the 

American West, 1803-1863 (New Haven, 1959) is the most recent 

and best of these books. An earlier work, William Turrentine 

Jackson, Wagon Roads West; a Study of Federal Road Surveys and 

and Construction in the Trans-Mississippi West, 1846-1869 (Berkeley 

and Los Angeles, 1952) is also helpful. Ralph P. Bieber (ed.), 

Southern Trails to California in 1849 (Glendale, Cal., 1937) 

describes the treks of California gold seekers along these roads. 

The federal government built frontier forts along the 

newly opened roads to protect travelers and the increasing numbers 
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of settlers. Averam B. Bender’s The March of Empire; Frontier 

Defense In the Southwest. 1848-1860 (Lawrenc, Kan., 1952) per¬ 

haps Best describes the establishment of the forts and the 

federal method of defense. Lena Clara Koch, "Federal Indian 

Policy in Texas, 1845-1860," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 

XXVIII (January 1925), 223-234, (April 1925), 259-286, XXIX 

(July 1925), 19-35, (October 1925), 98-127; Arrie Barrett, 

Federal Military Outposts in Texas, 1846-1861 (unpublished M.A. 

thesis, University of Texas, 1938); Martin L. Crimmins, "The 

First Line of Army Posts Established in West Texas in 1849," 

West Texas Historical Association, Year Book. XIX (October 1943), 

121-127; W. C. Holden, "Frontier Defense, 1846-1860," ibid.. VI 

(June 1938), 35-64; Joseph Idus Lambert, One Hundred Years With- the 

Second Cavalry (Topeka, Kan,,, 1939).; and Joseph I,.„ Lambert, The De- 

fense of the Indian Frontier of Texas by the United States Army 

(unpublished M.A. thesis, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, 1948) 

supplement Bender’s wotfk* 

Among the most informative published works on the camels 

brought to Texas as a solution of the transportation problem on 

the dry plains are Chris Emmett, Texas Camel Tales; Incidents 

Growing up Around an Attempt by the War Department of the United 

States to Foster an Uninterrupted Flow of Commerce Through Texas 

the Use of Camels (San Antonio, 1932) and Frank Bishop Lammons, 

"Operation Camel: An Experiment in Animal Transportation in Texas, 

1857-1860," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. LXI (July 1957), 

20-50. The best work on the Texas Rangers whom Texas governors 
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recruited to aid federal forces is Walter Prescott Webb, The Texas 

Rangers; a Century of Frontier Defense (Boston, 1935)* Stephen B. 

Oates, Rio Ford's Texas (Austin, 1963) and W. J. Hughes, Rebelli¬ 

ous Ranger: Rip Ford and the Old Southwest (Norman, Okla., 1964) 

relate the activities of John Salmon (Rip) Ford, the renowned 

ranger who often visited San Antonio. 

San Antonians were a heterogeneous group, composed mainly 

of Mexicans, Anglo-Americans, German and French immigrants, and 

slaves. Without doubt Frederick C. Chabot's With the Makers of 

San Antonio; Genealogies of the Early Latin, Anglo-American, and 

German Families with Occasional Biographies, Each Group Being 

Prefaced with a Brief Historical Sketch and Illustrations (San 

Antonio, 1937) is thp most complete and thoroughly researched, 

though not always accurate, genealogical work for this period. 

Frank W. Johnson’s A History of Texas and Texans (5 vols., New 

New York, 1914) and earlier biographical works like the Bio¬ 

graphical Encyclopedia of Texas (New York, 1880); Memorial and 

Genealogical Record of Southwest Texas (Chicago, 1894); and 

William S. Speer (ed.), Encyclopedia of the New West . . . 

(Marsiallj Tex., 1881).supplement Chabot’s work. A biographical 

index (Texas Collection, University of Texas Library, Austin) 

compiled by the Federal Writer's Project of Texas, facilitates 

the use of these books. 
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Several works treat individual residents. Estelle Hudson 

and Henry Maresh, Czech Pioneers of the Southwest (Dallas, 193^) 

has a chapter on Dr. Anthony Michael Dignowity who was reputedly 

the first Texas immigrant from the area later to he designated 

as Czechoslovakia. Mary Owen Meredith* Life and Work of Thomas 

Jefferson Devine (unpublished M. A. thesis, University of Texas, 

1930) provides an adequate description of attorney and judge 

Devine. Gussie Scott Chaney's The Breadline Banker of St. Mary * s 

Street (San Antonio, 1936) is a brief life of banker-businessman 

John Twohig. 

Edward W. Heusinger's The Heusinger Family in Texas (San 

Antonio, 19^5) is a genealogy of one of the early German families 

in San Antonio. Henry B. Dielmann's "Dr. Ferdinand Herff, Pioneer 

Physician and Surgeon,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LVII 

(January 195^), 265-28^; Charles F. Schmidt's "Viktor Friederich 

Bracht, a Texas Pioneer," ibid., XXXV (April 1932), 279-389; and 

Christine Schott's "Gustavus Schleicher, a Representative of the 

Early German Emigrants in Texas,” West Texas Historical Associa¬ 

tion, Year Book, XXVIII (October 1952), 50-70 provide information 

on three German pioneers. Gilbert G. Benjamin, "Germans in 

Texas," German American Annals, n. s., VI (November-December 1908), 

315-3^0; Rudolph Leopold Biesele, The History of the German Settle¬ 

ments in Texas, 1831-1861 (Austin, 1930); Moritz Tiling, History 

of the German Element in Texas from 1820-1850, and Historical 

Sketches of the German Texas Singers' League and Houston Turnverein 
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from. 1853-1913 (Houston, 1913); and Ada Marie Hall, The Texas 

Germans in State and National Politics, 1850-1865 (unpublished 

M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1938) describe both group 

and individual activities of German immigrants. 

Religious growth is one of the most thoroughly docu¬ 

mented phases of San Antonio’s development during the ante 

bellum years. Among the two most important works that give the 

background for and explain the expansion of the Roman Catholic 

Church are Ralph Bayard, Lone-Star Vanguard; the Catholic Re- 

Occupation of Texas (1838-1848) (St. Louis, 1945), and Carlos 

E. Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 1519-1936 (7 vols., 

Austin, 1936-1958), VII. Of lesser importance are Diamond 

Jubilee, 1847-1922, of the Diocese of Galveston and St. Mary * s 

Cathedral (Galveston, 1922) which reproduces letters pertaining 

to San Antonio that Jean Marie Odin wrote; Sister Mary Benignus 

Sheridan, Bishop Odin and the New Era of the Catholic Church in 

Texas, 1840-1860 (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, St. Louis University, 

Washington, 1938); and P. F. Parisot and C. J. Smith, History of 

the Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Antonio, Texas (San 

Antonio, 1897)• A valuable article appeared in 1957 to commemor¬ 

ate the centennial anniversary of St. Mary’s Church—George Sexton 

and others, "The History of St. Mary's Catholic Church," St. 

Mary's Bulletin, XXXIII (February 1957)> 13-30* 

Several secondary works describe the organization of a 

congregation in San Antonio of the Presbyterian Church in the 
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United States of America. William M. Baker, The Life and Labours 

of the Rev. Daniel Baker, D. D., Pastor and Evangelist (Philadel¬ 

phia, 1859) relates the activities of the man who reorganized the 

Presbyterian congregation in San Antonio in 1851. Muriel Vance 

Forbes, who wrote A History of the First Presbyterian Church of 

San Antonio, Texas (unpublished M.A. thesis, Southwest Texas 

State Teachers College, San Marcos, 1945)* did the research for 

the most recent history of the First Presbyterian Church in 

San Antonio, One Hundredth Anniversary, 1846-1946, First Presby- 

terian Church, San Antonio, Texas (San Antonio, 1946). William 

Stuart Red's A History of the Presbyterian Church in Texas (Austin, 

1936) and Ernest Trice Thompson's Presbyterians in the South, 

1607-1861 (Richmond, 1963) provide background material and give a 

brief description of the development of San Antonio's Presbyterian 

Church. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, organized a con¬ 

gregation in San Antonio about the same time as the Presbyterian 

Church. Nancy Lou McCallum used many articles and books pertain¬ 

ing to Methodist activities in San Antonio for her History of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in San Antonio, Texas (unpub¬ 

lished M.A, thesis, University of Texas, 1936). Macum Phelan's 

A History of Early Methodism in Texas, 1817-1866 (Dallas, 1924) 

provides background material and a brief sketch of the Methodist 

Church in San Antonio. 
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The two "best secondary sources describing the evolution 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in San Antonio are Lawrence 

L. Brown, The Episcopal Church in Texas, 1838-1874. from Its 

Foundation to the Division of the Diocese (Austin, 1963) and 

Walter R. Richardson, A Brief Sketch of the History of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Missionary District of Western 

Texas (San Antonio, 1902)* Of lesser importance are the works 

by Dubose Murphy--Early Days of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXXIV (April 1931), 

293-316, and A Short History of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in Texas (Dallas, 1935)—and Lawrence L. Brown, "Beginnings of 

the Episcopal Church in Western Texas," West Texas Historical 

Association, Year Book. XXXVIII (October 1962), 19-36. Three 

works are available on St. Mark's Episcopal Church, the corner¬ 

stone of which was laid in 1859• The best of these is Harriet 

Brown Moore's Saint Mark * s Church. Travis Park. San Antonio, 

Texas; a. Parish with a Personality (San Antonio, 1944). Much 

briefer and less valuable works are For the Love of God and in 

Grateful Remembrance of Our Pioneer Builders (San Antonio, 1935) 

and Saint Mark's Church, San Antonio, Texas: 1850—Centennial— 

1950 (San Antonio? 1950?). 

August L. Wolff, The Story of St. John's Lutheran 

Church, San Antonio, Texas, 1857-1937 (San Antonio, 1937) and 

Walter John Ives, The History of Saint John's Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Texas, 1857-1949 (unpublished M.A. 
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thesis, University of Texas, 1951)» two secondary studies of the 

first Lutheran church in San Antonio, include primary accounts of 

early Lutheran activities in the city. Of lesser importance are 

Max Heinrich, History of the First Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 

Texas from 1851-1926 (Waverly, Iowa, 1928?) and H. C. Ziehe, A Centen¬ 

nial Story of the Lutheran Church in Texas (2 vol's.,, Seguin?. .1951-1954). 

There is no adequate account of Baptists and Jews in 

San Antonio. James Milton Carroll, A History of Texas Baptists . . . 

(Dallas, 1923) and Leslie RoblnsbnjElliott i(edt)viCentennial 

Story1 of"T;ex&s Baptists .1 (Dallas.,-1:1936) and David S. Jacob¬ 

son’s "San Antonio," Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (10 vols., 

New York, 1943), IX, 353> are all scanty. 

Churches sponsored schools- in San Antonio. The previ¬ 

ously mentioned work of Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in 

Texas. and Joseph William Schmitz, The Society of Mary in Texas 

(San Antonio, 1951) provide accounts, based on manuscript 

records,.of the Ursuline Academy and St. Mary’s Institute, the 

the two Roman Catholic schools founded in San Antonio between 

1846 and l86l. Jane F. Baskin’s article "German-English School," 

San Antonio Express. March 4, 1928, furnishes a short history 

of the German-English school that St. John's Lutheran Church 

sponsored. This work is particularly valuable because it is 

based on the records of the German-English school that are not 

readily available. Another short article, Charlotte Cassin 

Bartlett's "Some Ante-Bellum Teachers of San Antonio," University 
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of Texas Bulletin, No. 2746 (December 8, 1927), 81-85 (published 

also as History Teachers Bulletin, XIV, No. 1) seems to be the 

only secondary published work on private secular schools founded 

in San Antonio during the ante bellum years. No secondary study 

devoted solely to describing the public schools in San Antonio, 

1846-1861, exists. Some material on the public school system 

may be extracted from Frederick Eby, The Development of Education 

in Texas (New York, 1925) and Cecil Eugene Evans, The Story of 

Texas Schools (Austin, 1955)* 

Two theses, Dorothy Kelly Gibson’s Social Life in San 

Antonio, 1855-1860 (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 

1937) and Frances Brown Moore's A History of the Clutural Develop¬ 

ment of San Antonio, Texas (unpublished M.A. thesis, Colorado 

State College of Education, Greeley, 1938) discuss the overall 

cultural and social developments in San Antonio, but there is no 

published work dealing solely with these topics. 

The homes built by the European settlers soon began to 

modify the prevailing Spanish atmosphere of the town. The works 

that provide the best picutres, sketches, and descriptions of 

San Antonio's homes are a brochure prepared by the San Antonio 

Chapter, American Institute of Architects, Historic San Antonio, 

1700-1900 (San Antonio, 1963); Lillie May Hagner's Alluring San 

Antonio Through the Eyes of an Artist (San Antomio, 1940); and 

A. G. Engelke's San Antonio; the City of Beautiful Homes (San 

Antonio, n.d.). 
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German immigrants were the cultural and social leaders of 

San Antonio. The Casino Association was the most important of 

their many organizations that sponsored cultural and social events. 

As I could not locate the records of the Casino Association, I 

had to rely upon contemporary newspaper accounts and two articles 

written by reporters who had access to the association!s records. 

The first of these appeared in the Express, February 24-, 1924, 

and the second, Charles Ramsdell, Jr.’s "The Glamorous Casino," 

is found ibid., June 20, 1948. The Menger Hotel, opened by German 

William A. Menger in 1859» soon became another cultural and social 

center of San Antonio. Both Inez Strickland Dalton’s "The Menger 

Hotel: San Antonio's Civic and Social Center, 1859-1877," West 

Texas Historical Association, Year Book. XXXII (October, 1956), 

85-102, and Ella K. Stumpf's San Antonio's Menger (San Antonio, 

1953) give material on the hotel. Alamo Lodge Number 44-, A.F.&A.M. 

(n.p., n.d.), based on manuscript records that nonmembers are not 

permitted to examine, is a small pamphlet giving an account of the 

first fraternal lodge established in San Antonio. John Carson 

Kidd, History of the Grand Commandery of Texas, K.T. (Houston, 

1899) also provides information on Masonic activities in the 

Alamo City. 

As in other parts of Texas, the first years of statehood 

in San Antonio were ones of great political unrest. Some of the 

reasons for this uneasiness and the character of Texans at this 

time are perhaps best explained by Llerena B. Friend in her article 
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"The Texan of i860," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LXII 

(July 1958), 1-17* Weston Joseph McConnell's Social Cleavages 

In Texas; a Study of the Proposed Division of the State (New 

York, 1925) and Sister Paul of the Cross McGrath's Political 

Natlvlsm in Texas. 1826-1860 (Washington, 1930) suggest the 

reasons for the sectional and political conflicts in San Antonio 

during the 1850's. San Antonio was a hotbed of political dis¬ 

cord during 1854-1856, the years when the nativist Know-Nothing 

or American party was active in Texas. For accounts of the 

party, see W. Darrell Overdyke, The Know-No thing Party in the 

South; (Baton Rouge, La.,1950) and R. L. Biesele, "The Texas State 

Convention of Germans in 1854," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 

XXXIII (April 1930), 247-261. 

Later San Antonians supported two filibustering expe¬ 

ditions. Franklin Gray Bartlett's "Expedition of the Alamo 

Rangers," Overland Monthly, XXI (May, 1893)» 517-523* and Earl 

W. Fornell's "Texans and Filibusters in the 1850'S," Southwestern 

Historical Quarterly, LIX (April 1956), 411-428, describe San 

Antonians' raising a company called the Alamo Rangers who in'1857 

joined William Walker's filibustering expedition to Nicaragua. 

During i860 San Antonio became the state headquarters for the 

Knights of the Golden Circle, an organization created to estab¬ 

lish a huge slave empire composed of the slaveholding states in 

the United States as well as Mexico, Central America, the West 

Indies, and the northern part of South America. Accounts of this 
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organization appear in Ollinger Crenshaw's "The Knights of the 

Golden Circle: The Career of George Bickley," American Historical 

Review, XLVII (October 1941), 23-50; C. A. Bridges' "The Knights 

of the Golden Circle: A Filibustering Fantasy," Southwestern 

Historical: Quarterly, XLIV (January 1941), 287-302; and Jimmie 

Hicks' "Some Letters Concerning the Knights of the Golden Circle 

in Texas, 1860-1861," ibid.. LXV (July 1961), 80-86. 

Secondary works on business and professional enterprises 

in San Antonio, 1846-1861, are meager. Johanna Blumel, History 

of the San Antonio Drug Company and Pharmacy in Texas,, 1854-1954 

(San Antonio, 1954) is a brief account of one such undertaking. 

General secondary works containing information on the San Antonio 

and Mexican Gulf Railroad Company are S. G. Reed, A History of 

the Texas Railroads and of Transportation Conditions Under Spain 

and Mexico and The Republic and The State (Houston, 1941); 

Charles S. Potts, Railroad Transportation in Texas. University 

of Texas Bulletin, Humanistic Series, No. 7 (1909); and John 

Edwin Bramlette, Railroad Development in Texas Before l86l (un¬ 

published M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1941). No secondary 

study on the work of attorneys in San Antonio exists, but Pat 

Ireland Nixon's A Century of Medicine in San Antonio (Lancaster, 

Pa., 1936), The Medical Story of Early Texas., 1528-1853 (Lancaster, 

Pa., 1946), and A History of the Texas Medical Association, 

1853-1953 (Austin, 1953) provide well documented accounts of 

medicine in the Alamo City. 
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MAIN PLAZA (1846) 

MAIN PLAZA (1850) 



MILITARY PLAZA (1850) 

■WEST COMMERCE STREET (1850) 



308 

COURTHOUSE AND JAIL 

PAINE METHODIST CHURCH 
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URSULINE ACADEMY 

ST. MARY'S INSTITUTE 
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THE CASINO 
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