
The Rice Historical Society Celebrates 
its 20th Anniversary this Year 

O n the afternoon ofJuly 30, 1995, the Rice Historical Society celebrated its 
launch with a champagne reception at Autry House with more than 100 
charter members, at least 40 of whom are still members. Members of 

William Marsh Rice's family 
were honored and more than 
twenty of them attended. 

Twenty years later, the 
entry level dues for the society 
are still $25.00 annually. In 
addition, the board has 
determined that Rice and 
Stanford are likely the only 
universities in the country 
that have organizations 
dedicated to the study of their 

own history. Members of the William Marsh Rice family at the 
opening reception July 30, 1995 

}lctivities 

Russ Pitman leading the tour of Glenwood 
Cemetery, 1996 

The society has enjoyed many 
picnics, out-of-town trips, 
tours of the campus, and at 
least three Rice-related tours 
of Glenwood cemetery led by 
Russ Pitman. Members have 
toured the Elissa and the 
Battleship Texas. The lavish 
holiday party in December is 
greatly anticipated and well
attended. The society has 
mounted a number of 
exhibitions and sponsored 
many lectures like Jim Gast's 
recent talk on the Astrodome 
and its Rice connections. It 
has sponsored panel 

discussions like ((Former Owl Athletes: Life at Rice and Beyond." It has 
screened numerous video presentations like ((Young, Gifted, and Black" and 
(( 180: The Spin on Willy's Statue." Other Rice groups like the Rice Engineering 
Alumni and the R Association have been included in many of these events. 
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The Rice Historical Society welcomes 

letters to The Cornerstone, its official 
newsletter. Rice alumni and friends are 
encouraged to contribute photographs 
and remembrances of historical interest 
that may be used in future issues of 
The Cornerstone. Items cannot be 

returned and will be donated to our 
archival collection. 

Newsletter designed by 
Starfall Graphics. 

On September 23, 2012, the Texas Historical Commission dedicated an 
historical marker on the Rice campus, the expense and preparation for which were 
provided by the Rice Historical Society. 

On April 25 the society will celebrate its 20th anniversary with a brunch and the 
showing of Doug Killgore's 1979 video "A Walking Tour of Rice with Bud 
Morehead" with cameo appearances by Sandy Havens, Alan Grob, Allen Matusow, 
John Margrave, Becky Udden, and others. 

(Above) 
First Spri ng Fling to t he 
Webb ranch outside of 
Chappell H ill. Charl ie and 
Rose Sundin in foreground. 

(At right) 
Sandy Havens 



RHS Activities (clockwise) 

Organizational meeting of the Rice 
Historical Society (left to right) Harry 
Chavanne, Nancy Boothe, John Boles, 
Karen Rogers 

Holiday party at the home of Robert 
and Amy Taylor (left to right) Helen 
Otte, Nancy Eubank, Dorothy Sattler. 
Maydelle Burkhalter. Helen Toombs 

Sue Shaper viewing an exhibit about 
President Lovett in the Founder's Room 
at a reception honoring the Lovett 
family 

Theresa Bujnoch and Chris Cannon at 
the showing of" 180:The Spin on Willy's 
Statue" sponsored by the Rice Historical 
Society.Theresa produced the 
documentary. 
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Early proposed president's house 

Tour of the Elissa (at left) 

Tour of the Menard House, Galveston (bottom left) 

Stephen Fox leading a tour of the Rice campus 
(below) 
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Cornerstone 
Wanda Phears Waters served as the first editor of The 
Cornerstone, the quarterly newsletter of the organization. She 
perfected her graphic arts skills to single-handedly produce the 
issues for the first year. Since that time, The Cornerstone has 
been ably edited by Rice Aston, Mary Dix, and Antoinette 
Boecker. 

To see again the full articles mentioned below, go to Rice 
Historical Society (ricehistoricalsociety.org) and click on The 
Cornerstone heading and enter a key word or phrase to search 
for a specific article. 

Subjects examined in Cornerstone articles have included 
Gilbert and Sullivan productions, Hello Hamlet (a musical 
version of Shakespeare's play by George Greanias) , Allan 
Kaprow's "Happening" recounted by Sandy Havens, and 
organs (the musical kind) on campus. There was an article 
about buildings that were planned but never built (like the 
many president's houses) and one on buildings that were 
constructed but are no longer there. 

R. T. Wilbanks '27 wrote "The Man behind the Derby" 
about Edgar Odell Lovett's visit with the New Orleans alumni 
club in June 1938. 

Cornerstone features have included articles on some notable 
personages from Rice's past like Julian Huxley, Congressman 
Albert Thomas, William James Sidis, Tony Martino, and 
Radislov Tsanoff. The history of Sammy the Owl and how he 
got his name was recounted. 

Other subjects examined were the Rice-Rice Hotel 
connection, literary societies and social clubs, the engineering 
shows, the Fine Arts Department, the Houston Philosophical 
Society, the Shepherd School of Music, Autry House, the space 
program at Rice, Yankee Stadium (which Rice owned for a 
while) , Archi-Arts, and the Marching Owl Band (affectionately 
known as the MOB). There was an amazing account of the 
secret apartment in the Rice Memorial Bell Tower. Sandy 
Havens wrote an amusing piece about the Gertrude Stein bust 
and how it moved around. Some Rice alumni wrote charming 
accounts of "then" (when they were students) and "now" (when 
they wrote the pieces). Several stories about early students were 
gleaned from autobiographical accounts. Recent graduates 
contributed in-depth accounts of the Honor System (Kaleb 
Underwood) and Rice Theatre (Nicole Pariseau). 

The Cornerstone remains open for new contributions 

and suggestions for topics. 

Julian Hux ley 

Jess Neely 



<Pu6lications 
In addition to the articles in The Cornerstone, the RHS has 
published two booklets: one about legendary football 
coach Jess Neely by Froggy Williams and a history of 
Cohen House by Stephen Fox. The society republished a 
1914 book Houston as the Setting of the jewel: The Rice 
Institute that highlights the opening of the university and 
gives a fascinating glimpse of the city in that one year. The 
initial publication of John Boles' book Rice University, The 
Meaning of the New Institution, Kate Kirkland's biography 
of Captain James A. Baker, and the new edition of William 
Marsh Rice and his Institute edited by Randal Hall were 
made possible by the Rice Historical Society. 

As part of the celebration of Rice's centennial, the 
book Rice University: One Hundred Years in Pictures by 
Karen Rogers, Alan Bath, and Lee Pecht was published by 
Texas A&M Press and partially funded by the RHS. 

Most recently the society has reproduced a handsome 
brochure of the works of William Ward Watkin, the 
distinguished young architect who moved to Houston to 
supervise the construction of the first buildings on campus 
and who stayed to found the Architecture Department. 
(New members will receive a copy of this publication upon 
joining.) 
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Houston as the Setting of the Jewel: The Rice Institute 

Aerial view of the campus ca. 19 50 from Rice University: One 
Hundred Years in Pictures 

Brochure of the work of William Word Watkin, 1920s 



July 24, 2014 

Dear Karen Rogers, 

When I opened the beautiful brochure of William Ward Watkin's work, I was 
overwhelmed with an urge to share it with so many of my old friends. But as 
occurs more and more frequently at my age (87), those dear friends are no longer 
here to share things that we loved. 

Also, more personally, I want to thank you for your lovingly written article about 
Watkin himself. I well remember his tall presence on the campus in my years 
'44 - ' 48 at Rice, with several architect major friends-tales of him, but more 
frequently of Dr. Chillman were common topics of conversation. Anderson Hall, 
the first new building after WWII, was occupied by the Architecture Department 
for the '47-'48 academic year and I was a frequent visitor, with more access to the 
architecture gossip. 

Your account of Mr. Watkin's fall and subsequent death from that fall in the 
Shamrock revolving door again brought a rush of remembrance. Those large, 
heavy doors made a most imposing impression but they were rather unwieldy and 
I can remember being uneasy going through them. It was the year the Shamrock 
opened and the national AIA convention was held in the Shamrock that year. The 
Shamrock architecture was thoroughly scorned by the AIA during the 
convention, which made no impression on Glenn McCarthy, and that 
unfashionable stolid structure became the center of social life in Houston during 
those post-WWII years. In the end we all grieved when she went as Rice grieved 
at the loss of William Ward Watkin. 

He was one of such a small group of men who with their energy and talents 
shaped the Rice Institute into the remarkable university it is today. I was one of 
an incredibly fortunate group of teenagers who for the price of a blanket tax, lab 
fees, and a few books was given an education of enduring breadth and quality 
which has been my faithful companions and support all my life. 

Sincerely, 

Joan Cochran Terrell 
'48 BA Biology 







Cloisters on the Administration Building (now Lovett 
Hall) from the Physics Building arcade from the 1918 
Campanile by James Henry Chi/Iman 

Lovett Hall 
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Dormitory Group 

Dorm group from the 1918 
Campanile by James Henry 
Chi/Iman 



Field House from the 
1921 Campanile, 
probably by Margaret 
Brisbine 

Field House 



Turrets on the Physics Building from the 1918 
Campanile by Florence Elaine Stockwell 

Turrets on the Physics Building 



Doorway in the Physics Building from the 
1918 Campanile by Flor.ence Elaine 
Stockwell 

Doorway in the 
Physics Building 



Tower at East Hall from the 1918 
Campanile by James Henry 
Chi/Iman, Jr. 

Tower at East Hall 
(now Baker College) 



Lovett Hall 

Administration Building (now 
Lovett Hall) with trees from the 
1921 Campanile by Margaret 
Brisbine 
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