
The Houston Philosophical Society 
born on the Rice campus 
was the city's first town-and-gown organization 
and continues to be an important link 
between the University and the world beyond its hedges 

By WILLIAM V. BALLEW, JR. 
The following article appeared in the Fall! 

Winter 197 4 issue of the Rice University 
Review. Its author, William V. Ballew, Jr., 
'40, had been a member of the Houston 
Philosophical Society for twenty years. 

"President Lovett 
congratulated the Society 
on its inauguration, and 
suggested that Mr. Wilson 
give some explanation 
of Einstein 5 Theory of 
Gravitation, as a subject 
of engrossing scientific 
interest. The members 
heard the short explanation 
with understanding and 
appreciation." 

S 
o read the minutes of the 
first meeting of the Houston 
Philosophical Society, held 

on Sunday,January 18, 1920, in 
the University Club at Main and 
Rusk. Mr. Wilson was H. A. Wilson, 
professor of physics and a member 
of the Royal Society, London. 
He was elected president; G. C. 
Evans, secretary; and S. G. McCann, 

treasurer. R. A. Tsanoff, C. W Heaps, 
and H. B. Weisser were elected to 
the executive committee. President 
Lovett, of course, was Edgar Odell 
Lovett, the founding president of 
Rice. 

Thus began Houston's first town

and-gown society. These scholars, 
businessmen, lawyers, doctors, and 

representative of other professions 

adopted the name Houston 
Philosophical Society. It has met 
periodically down through the years 
- fifty-five years and 384 meetings 

to be exact - and remains today alive 

and well, perhaps one of Houston's 
few organizations whose membership 
consists, according to one recent Rice 
alumna, Jer Mardis '72, primarily of 
"male chauvinists." 

A persistent idea 
Membership, it is true, has 

remained limited to men. Legend 
has it that the only motion to admit 
women to membership failed for 
want of a second. At the society's 

March, 1930 meeting, the then 

president H. K. Humphrey, having 

raised the question of the possibility 
or desirability of inviting ladies to be 
present at an occasional meeting of 

special interest, discovered "there was 
no comment" and "no action was 
taken" at his suggestion. 

The idea of such a possibility 
persisted, however. Twenty years later 
at its October, 1950 meeting, Lee 
M. Sharrar, former Rice professor 
and then oil company lawyer, upon 
assuming the presidency, observed 
"that there were no strong traditions 
with possibly one exception - there 
have been no ladies participating in 
our profound discussions." Ironically, 
the speaker of the evening was James 
Street Fulton, Rice philosopher, who 
spoke on "Life and Hope." 

Twenty-one years later, at its 
December, 1971 meeting, the 
Society's president, Hugh T. Gragg 
'41, a Houston architect, had the 

temerity to announce that the 
Society's executive committee had, 
certainly not precipitously, considered 
the possibility of inviting a woman to 
address the Society, that nothing in 
the Society's constitution or bylaws 
"prohibited women as speakers." 

Gragg admitted that "by precedent 
and tradition, the Society had been 
limited to male participants." 

When the membership was 

Continued on page 3 
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asked for comments, T. Franklin 
Glass,Jr. '39, executive officer of a 
construction firm and the 197 4-197 5 
president of the Society, moved to 
permit women to address the Society. 
This precipitated a "lively, at times 
confused, debate on tli.e subject" and 
a long "heated discussion" ensued, 
followed by several votes and vote 
changes, including that of U.S. 
District Judge Woodrow Seals, who, 
in doing so, "reserved the right to be 
wrong."When the dust settled, Glass's 
motion carried but only by a vote of 

24 to 18, some timid members not 
voting, clearly demonstrating that 
while new ground had been gained 
in the minds of some members, 

there was an active and vigorous 
opposition to such an innovation in 
the minds of others. 

Perhaps it was in the spirit of 
the times, aided and abetted by 
the national women's liberation 
movement off campus and 
coeducational colleges on campus 
that accelerated the pace of change 
within the Society. In any event, 
three years later, at its 381 st meeting, 
on April 18, 1974, Barbara Jordan, 
Democratic member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from the 
Eighteenth Congressional District, 
spoke to fifty- one members and 
their guests on the topic "The 
Current Constitutional Crisis over 

Impeachment." Miss Jordan was the 
first black woman ever elected to 

Congress from Texas, and the first 
woman to address the Society. 

[The Society's bylaws were 
changed in 1987 to avoid any gender 
or race restrictions for membership.] 

Ties with Rice 
The early history of the Houston 

Philosophical Society is intimately 
connected with the beginnings 
of Rice. The idea of having a 
philosophical society on campus 
was first explored toward the end 
of the First World War and came to 
actual realization in 1919, largely 
through the interest and effort of 
professors like Wilson, Evans, H. 
E. Bray, Tsanoff, and others. These 
founders called it the Houston 
Philosophical Society, using the term 
"philosophical" in the same broad 
sense in which it is used by the 
American Philosophical Society and 
similar organizations in Great Britain 
to cover the whole range of scientific 
and humanistic interests. 

The guiding purpose of the 
Society in the selection of its 
members and in the preparation 
of its programs was to bring the 
Rice faculty in closer social and 
intellectual contact with a select 
number of productive minds in the 
Houston business community. They 
would be men with a philosophical 
cast of mind, lovers of knowledge. 
Among the prominent early 
members from the "town" section 
of the Society were businessmen 
E. K. Dillingham, whose son 
Charles Dillingham, a lawyer and 
a community associate of Hanszen 
College, is a current member of the 
Society; Wallace Pratt, the famous 
geologist; M . D. Anderson, executive 
of an international cotton firm and 
lawyers Captain James A. Baker,]. 
H. Tallichet, and Walter H Walne, 
and U.S. D istrict Judge Joseph C. 
Hutcheson, Jr. 
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Minutes from the first meeting of the Houston Philosophical Society,]anuary 18, 1920 



Some early speakers 
There is little doubt that President 

Lovett and Professor Wilson took 
great personal interest in the 
Society and used their international 
reputations as scholars to attract 
to the campus some of the most 
distinguished academicians in 
America and England during the 

early days. President Lovett's interest 
may have stemmed in part from his 
belief that the Society's existence 
might diminish the fears of some 
of his eastern friends who believed 
he had left civilization for Indian 
Territory. Visiting academicians came 
principally from Princeton, the 
California Institute ofTechnology, 
Columbia, Cornell, King's College, 
England, Yale, and, most frequently, 
from the University ofTexas. 

During 1922, the members 
of the Society heard from H. N. 
Russell, professor of astronomy 
and director of the observatory at 
Princeton, John Dewey, professor 
of philosophy at Columbia, and R. 
A. Millikan, the physicist from the 

California Institute ofTechnology. 
Thereafter, Julian Huxley, formerly 
of the Rice Institute and at the time 
Honorary Lecturer, King's College, 
London, and Fullerian Professor of 
Physiology in the Royal Institute, 
spoke on "Science and Humanism." 
The minutes on that occasion were 
kept by Alan D. McKillop, an English 
professor at the Institute. 

Interestingly enough, there 
developed an intimate .intellectual 
axis between the Science Club at the 

University ofTexas at Austin and the 
Rice Institute. 

Approximately ten of the first 
hundred papers delivered before 
the members of the Society were 
given by professors from the 
University ofTexas departments of 
anthropology, zoology, mathematics, 
engineering, geology, botany, history, 
and physics. The topics of these 
visiting Austin professors ranged 

from "The Development and Birth 
of the Opossum" to "The Racial 

and Political Background of the 
Texas Revolution." At the March, 
1939 meeting]. Gilbert McAlister 
of the Department of Anthropology 
spoke on "The Peyote Ceremony 
of the Kiowa-Apaches," his lecture 
being illustrated with slides, and both 
living and dried specimens of peyote 
were exhibited, but, presumably, not 
smoked by the members. 

Growing pains 
In the beginning the society was 

divided into four groups: Section 
A, consisting of mathematics, 
astronomy, physics, geology, and 
engineering; Section B, of chemistry, 
biology, psychology, and medicine; 
Section C, of philosophy, economics, 
jurisprudence, social sciences, 
history, architecture, and fine arts; 
Section D, of literature, philosophy, 
and journalism. Not surprisingly, 
membership in the Society increased 
with the growth of Rice and 
Houston. Initially, the membership 
was limited to 50 active members; in 
1939 it was increased to 80; in 1948, 
to 100; in 1952, to 144. 

The years following World War 
II were active years for the Society, 
and attendance and interest was up 
to the point where its secretary Fred 
Shelton, professor of French at Rice, 
noted that the Society was definitely 
suffering growing pains, that it was 
sort of bursting out at the seams. 

When Norman Ness became 
president he requested that the 
bylaws be changed to permit 200 
active members, since there was 
no space limitation now that the 
Faculty Club had its new dining 
room and could easily accommodate 
an increased membership. (Ness, a 

corporate economist, who, like John 
Kenneth Galbraith, had the facility 
for making that dismal science 
interesting, was also a favorite speaker 
probably because he was the only 

man who could explain the federal 
budget in terms most members of 

the Society could understand.) At the 
December, 1960 meeting the Society 
voted to amend its bylaws in order to 
create eight sections rather than four 
and to limit the membership to 200, 
not over 25 of whom could be from 
any one of the eight sections. 

In 1966 the bylaws were further 
amended to permit 225 active 
members in nine sections rather than 
200. This is the situation today. 

Unheralded and unpublicized 
The long history of the Society 

has been, for the most part, 
tranquil and serene, unheralded and 
unpublicized, which is just the way 
the Society would have it. Indeed, 
this article is probably the first piece 
ever published about the Society. 

The meetings of the Society have 
been remarkably free of mishap; 
indeed, only one emergency is 
remembered. It occurred on a warm 
evening in February, 1957 when the 
world famous surgeon from Baylor 
College of Medicine, Dr. Michael 
DeBakey, addressed the Society on 
"Changing Concepts in Vascular 
Surgery." After his extraordinarily 
lucid remarks, Dr. DeBakey dimmed 
the lights and showed a movie, in 
vivid color, of an operation during 
which he removed a piece of 
diseased artery and replaced it with a 
synthetic tube. 

This was more than one member 
could take. Edgar 0. Bottler '44 
keeled over in his chair and slumped 
on the floor, as if in a faint. Since 
it was in fact cardiac arrest, Bottler 
had the great good fortune of being 
seated between two physicians, Dr. 
James A. Greene, a heart specialist 
from Baylor College of Medicine 
and Dr. R. W Baird '38, an internist. 

With the assistance of other nearby 
members, Ors. Greene and Baird 
carried Bottler through the open 
French doors onto the patio. The 



The Society's first regular meeting on campus took place in 1921 in this room, now part of Baker College. The room has since been 
converted into the college library and remains largely unchanged. 

problem was to start the heart 
beating again before too much time 
had elapsed. While Greene eyed his 
wristwatch, Baird, with hammer 
blows to Bottler's chest, blows which 
one member recalls as "sounding like 
an axe hitting a tree," managed to get 
Bottler's heart beating again. But it 
was a close call, and neither before 
nor since has Bottler had any heart 

trouble. 
One wonders, and worries 

somewhat, about Bottler's reaction 
had he attended the lecture and 
movie presentation by Houston's 
other famous heart surgeon, Dr. 
Denton Cooley, who addressed 
the Society in December, 1968 on 
"Cardiac Transplants." 

Changing the format 
The traditional formal of each 

meeting consisted of a seated dinner, 
followed by the reading of a paper 
of general interest, and closed with 
a sometimes lengthy and heated 
question-and-answer period. 
Although the earliest meetings were 

held in the University Club and 
at the old Bender Hotel at Main 
and Walker, the Society had, by its 
sixth meeting, settled down in what 

is now part of Baker College. On 
December 15, 1927, the Society 
held its first meeting in the Cohen 
House, Rice's Faculty Club, shortly 
after it was built. It has remained the 
meeting place since that time. 

The traditional format did not 

include spirits of any sort before 
or during meals . The first recorded 
evidence to the contrary occurred in 
March, 1934 at the Society's 103rd 
meeting when Professor Evans asked 
for the floor to mention that he 
along with Messrs. Meyer and Scott 
had celebrated the Society's "1 ooth 
anniversary (meeting) by drinking a 
toast in beer immediately after the 
meeting." 

Within the past ten years the 
Society's format has been changed to 
permit the serving of cocktails before 
dinner for those members who wish 
them. It was not an easy victory. 
While there had been recurring 

movements to accomplish this, it was 
not until Frank Bearden, professor 
of health and physical education, 
contributed his imagination, energy, 
and dedication to this project and 
agreed to personally be responsible 
for carrying into the Faculty Club 
shortly in advance of each meeting 
a variety of liquors for the mixing 
of cocktails, manning the bar with 
assistance from time to time of 
various members, and at the end 
of each meeting, collecting the 
bottles, removing them from the 
premises, and storing them for 
subsequent consumption. This, it 
appeared, complied with the Texas 

liquor laws and had the approval of 
the one of the Society's oldest and 
most honored members, George S. 
Cohen, who had given Rice the 
Faculty Club. It was not until the 
club obtained a beer and liquor 
license that this onerous way of 
quenching the thirst was eliminated. 
Thereafter Rice's food service took 
over the responsibility of setting up 
an attractive bar and manning it 



with bartenders. 
Older members of the Society 

give James Chillman credit for 
laying the groundwork for the 
breakthrough, for it was Chillman 
who instituted the "Clambake." 
Chillman, who, besides being a 
professor at Rice was director of 
the Fine Arts Museum, would host 
a small group of philosophers who 
especially appreciated what Cohen 
called "a small libation before 
dinner."They would meet in one of 
the museum's alcoves facing Main 
Street for a Chillman dry martini. 
About the only original member left 
to tell the tale, Professor Chillman 
and Hardin Craig having died and 
Professor Charles Squire having left 
Rice, is C. M. "Hank" Hudspeth, a 
lawyer and the Society's 1964-1965 
president. He reports that one must 
have tasted a Chillman dry martini in 
order to have foggiest notion of just 
how dry a martini can be. 

Upon the dedication of the 
museum's Blaffer Room, the 
Clambake moved into this new 

elegant air-conditioned room lined 
with old and new masterpieces. It 
was a most congenial environment. 
It was, also, a self-destructive move 
because the Clambake became too 
successful, too well attended, and too 
much fun. Chillman reluctantly had 
to disband the Clambake. The urge 
to duplicate the Clambake at the 
Faculty Club was widespread and 
some say led to the Bearden plan 
after a short dry spell. _ 

Money and meals 
Membership in the Society was 

never a financial burden, not even 
for the most junior faculty members 
during the most parsimonious salary 
years at Rice. Annual dues, for 
example, were only $1 during the 
Society's first twenty-eight years. 
They were increased in 1 948 to 
$2 and in 1950, to $2.50 before, in 
1951, reaching the still modest sum 

of $3 per year. Dues remained at $3 
until 1968 when they were increased 

to $10. Thus, for forty-eight years 
dues were $3 or less per year, thereby 
making it undoubtedly the most 
inexpensive club enjoyed by any 
member of the Society. 

While the meals have been of 
high quality, they have been modestly 
priced, until recently. The minutes 
reflect that in 1931 the price was 
$1.10 per plate. In 1943, according 
to Floyd S. Lear, Rice professor of 
history and secretary of the Society 
at the time, the price was raised to 
$1.25, and, for the first time during 
the history of the Society, "owing to 
the necessities of the times imposed 
by wartime conditions," the Society 
met for bimonthly dinners, having 
four rather than eight meetings per 
year. In 1954 the price of a meal had 
increased to $2.25. From that point 
on, at periodic intervals, the price 
has escalated to what now appears to 
be the outrageous sum, historically 
speaking, of $6 for the traditional 
steak dinner. Still, there is always 

the danger of pricing the meal so 
high that some members stay away, 
complaining that the Society should 
emphasize the philosophic, not the 
gastronomic. 

Displaying the wares before 
During most of its long history 

the Society has depended upon 
its members for its papers. One 
unwritten rule which is forgotten 
or overlooked from time to time 
requires that before a candidate is 
elected to membership, he must 
display his wares by addressing the 
Society. Examples include George 
R. Brown, former chairman of 
the Board ofTrustees at Rice, 
who addressed the Society on 
"Shipbuilding" in May, 1944 and 
was elected to membership at the 
February, 1945 meeting, a meeting 
which also elected George A. Hill, 
president of a Houston oil company. 

]. Brian Eby, the geologist, addressed 
the Society in December, 1946 on 
"The Economic Situation in West 
Europe" and became a member in 
February, 1947; Dr. Peter Kellaway 
of Baylor College of Medicine spoke 
on "Brain Waves" in November, 
1949 and was elected to membership 
in January, 1950; a meeting which 
attracted one of the largest audiences 
in the Society's history - 100 
members - was addressed by W L. 
Clayton, former secretary of state, 
who spoke on "Atlantic Union 
- Road to Peace or Atomic War." 

A more recent example is Talbott 
Wilson '36, an architect and member 
of the Board of Governors of Rice 
University. He spoke in March, 
1965 on "The City, Our Shame 
and Our Hope," and was elected 
to membership the following April 
at a meeting which also elected to 
membership]. R . Parten, former 
chairman of the Board of Regents of 
the University ofTexas. 

Elected in April, 1965 along with 
Wilson was Edward C. Hutcheson, 

a Houston lawyer and son of 
Palmer Hutcheson, also a Houston 
lawyer who had been elected to 
membership in March, 1949. The 
first Hutcheson to become a member 
of the Society was the above 

mentioned Joseph C. Hutcheson,Jr., 
who was elected to membership at 
the fifth meeting in November, 1920. 
Like several of the earliest members 
of the Society who had much to say 
that was important, Hutcheson, who 
was at one time mayor of Houston, 
later federal district and circuit court 
judge, and a strong contender during 
the Roosevelt administration for 
appointment to the United States 
Supreme Court, addressed the 
Society at least five times during the 
fifty-three years of his membership. 
His penetrating insights into our law 
and civilization were delivered with 
rapierlike wit, as titles of his talks 
reveal: "Turn Here for the Brave 



New World," delivered in May, 1941, 
and "If Men were Angels," delivered 
in February, 1953. 

Displaying the wares after 
Sometimes it worked the other 

way around, the Society inviting 
the new member to speak shortly 
after being elected to membership. 
Such was the situation with 
Harry C. Wiess who was elected 
to membership in April, 1944, 
along with his fellow oil company 
executive Harry Hanszen, and 
who later spoke to the Society 
in November, 1945 on "The Gas 
Industry in Texas." This was also 
true of Rice's president, WV 
Houston, who became a member 
in March, 1946 and addressed 
the Society in April, 194 7 on 
"Recent Contributions of Physics 
to Philosophy." President Houston 
spoke again in March, 1956 to 
a standing-room-only crowd on 
"Philosophy for the Twentieth 
Century." At the October, 1971 
meeting President Norman 
Hackerman, a member of the Society, 
drew 107 listeners, an all-time 
attendance record, with "The Role 
of Higher Education in Society." The 
average 1971 attendance was around 
fifty. Two other high attendance 
occasions were the meetings, both 

drawing eighty members, when 
Lieutenant Governor William P 
Hobby explored "Future Problems 
in State Government" and Harold 
M. Hyman, a professor of history 
at Rice, spoke on "Watergate and 
Impeachment History." 

While on the matter of 
attendance, it should be noted that 
at the 32oth meeting of the Society, 
in March, 1966, 104 persons heard 
Houston's famous criminal lawyer 
Percy Foreman debate "The Causes 
of Crime" with William M. McCord, 
the Rice professor of sociology, 
a confrontation that was billed as 
a Portuguese bull fight like those 

held at the time in the Astrodome 
- bloodless but overmatched. The 
members were surprised, however, to 
discover that "neither speaker wished 
to play the matador." 

The neighbors, the campus, 
the world 

Rice's neighbor, the Baylor 
College of Medicine, has furnished 
an unusual number of speakers, most 
of whom have been members of the 
Society, including Stanley W Olsen, 
its onetime dean, and Dr. Hebbel E. 
Hoff, chairman of the Department 
of Psychology and Rhodes Scholar, 
who, with great wit and charm 
addressed the Society on January 19, 
1960, on Nicholas of Cusa and the 
Idiot"; in May, 1963 on "Murder 
at Harvard"; and finally, getting on 
to his field, "The Regulation and 

Respiration of the Central Nervous 
System" in April, 1967. 

Also across the street from 
Rice, the University ofTexas M. 
D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor 
Institute has likewise provided an 
impressive array of speakers including 
Drs. Theodore M. Greene, W K. 
Sinclair, and Leon Dmochowski. 

Throughout the years the Society 
has, of course, drawn heavily on Rice 
faculty members, notably Professors 
Wilson and Tsanoff, as mentioned, 
but also others such as Asa Chandler, 
who, over several meetings probably 
told the members more than 
they needed to know about the 
hookworm in the South and in 
India, and George G. Williams '23, 
one of the area's most outstanding 
ornithologists, who only once, 
however, so far as can be recalled, 
spoke on the subject "Some Riddles 
of Bird Migration." His other papers 
had such provocative topics as "Our 
Revolt Against Intellect" in October, 
1938, "The Democratic Fallacy" 
in February, 1941, and "Tee'd Off 
Students in an Uptight Society" in 
March, 1970. 

Among other nationally known 
speakers to address the Society 

were the Rt. Rev. John E. Hines, 
Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese 
of Texas at the time, who spoke in 
December, 1956 (Bishop Hines later 
became the Presiding Bishop); W 
F. Libby, chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, in November, 
1957; Edward Teller, purported 
father of the hydrogen bomb in 
November, 1961, and Lord C. P 
Snow in April, 1970. With eighty
seven members and guests present, 
Snow spoke on the British system 

of education prior to engaging 
in what the minutes reflect to be 
"a most cordial and entertaining 
dialogue with our members for 
about an hour, during which the 
topics varied from the problems 
of educating gifted children to the 
methods of success, respectively, 
of the Russian government and 
the Beatles. Although not always 
able to understand Snow, due to 
a combination of poor acoustics 
and Snow's casual Scotch-sipping, 
chain-smoking, and rather mumbly 
style, the audience was thoroughly 
charmed by his erudition and wit." 

Revealing minutes 
The minutes of the Society are 

most revealing. For the past ten 

years they have been typewritten; 
prior thereto they were composed 
in longhand, some being quite 
elegantly written as in the case of 
Lester R. Ford, while others are 
scarcely legible. For the past twenty
five years the minutes have contained 
summaries of the papers read; prior 
thereto most secretaries, with the 
exception of Professors Bray, James 
C. Morehead,Jr., FredV Shelton, 
and George G. Williams among 
others, reported only the bare bones 
of the meeting, recording the title 
of the paper but seldom, if ever, the 
content. 

Some secretaries were noted for 
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Among those attending the early meetings of the Society were, seated from left, Prefessors A. J Hartsook and 
Hubert E. Bray, a founding member ef the organization. Both served as presidents ef the Society. 

Between them stands T Franklin Glass,Jr. '3 9, the 197 4-197 5 president ef the Society. 

their flashes of whimsy and wit such 
as those contributed in the early days 
by professors Shelton and Williams, 
and more recently by E. E. "Pat" 
Murphy and James R. Doty '62, 
both lawyers and Rhodes Scholars. 
Imagination and wit shine through 
all of Murphy's 1965-1966 minutes, 
as in his concluding remarks on the 
talk delivered by French Consul 
General Ives Rodrigues at the 

January, 1966 meeting: 
"Thoroughly charmed by the 

eloquence of the Consul General, 
our little band of phil_osophers 
marched to their cars at 10 p.m. 
humming the Marseillaise and 
shouting 'Viva la France!' All of 
which only goes to show that, while 
politics is the art of the possible, 
diplomacy is nevertheless the science 
of the plausible." 

When Paul Pfeiff er, professor of 
electrical engineering at Rice, spoke 
on "Information Theory," Murphy 
concluded: 

"After Dr. Pfeiffer spoke there 
was a spirited question period, 
during which Dr. (Philip A.) 
Wadsworth scored rather neatly for 
the humanists by inquiring whether 
information theory has any useful 
application, such as improving the 
transmission of music or literature." 

"Qu'ils mangent de la 
brioche" 

Observance of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Society on 
January 15, 1970, was auspicious, 
festive and well-attended. Ninety
three members were treated to the 

usual cocktails and steak dinner at 
$5 per person which, as its secretary, 
Joseph B. Wilson '50, associate 
professor of Germanics, observed 
"will probably seem absurdly cheap 
to the reader of these minutes in 
the year 2020."Thirty-six bottles 
of choice French and German 
wines, carefully selected by a 
special committee consisting of]. 
Thomas Eubank,Jr. '55, a lawyer 

and Secretary Wilson, were easily 
consumed and enjoyed. Dessert was 
a white and golden cake, bearing 
fifty candles. Joe David Thomas, 
professor of English, served as the 
official cake cutter. After secretly 
changing into sneakers, white 
trousers, red and white striped blazer, 
in order to recapture the look of 
the student of the 1920s and after 
waiting some thirty minutes in 
the kitchen for his cue, Professor 
Thomas finally came on in with 
the cake inscribed "Qu'ils Mangent 
de la Brioche" which means "Let 
them Eat Cake," to which Secretary 
Wilson added "the cheering thought 
that as long as certain of us are 
around, though bread may become 
scarce, fresh puns will abound." The 
speaker of the evening was George 
Kozmetsky, dean of the College 
of Business Administration at the 
University ofTexas at Austin, who 
discussed "Innovative Management 
under Creative Capitalism." Harry 
Reasoner '60, a lawyer and the 



Society's youngest member was 

commissioned to report at the 1 OOth 

Anniversary on the celebration of 

the SOth. 

Reason for being 
In his brief interview of the 

Society's first fifty years Professor 

Tsanoff said: "The great, indeed 

the basic need of our modern 

world in this age of crisis is the 

fuller cultivation of the spirit of 

intellectual commonwealth and 

integrity. Our grave problem today is 

that our scientists and technologists 

~it~ 
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have far outrun our humanists. We 

possess more knowledge and skill 

than human wisdom to use that 

knowledge and skill for real social 

progress. We have split the atom, 

but we have not yet learned how 
to unite men and nations to live 
together in justice and peace. In 

its devotion to this ideal of greater 

mutual understanding of scientists 

and humanists, our Society is in a 
true sense a civilizing agency. Let 
us hope that our next half century 

will be marked by a growth in 

knowledge and also by a deepening 

of humane insight and wisdom 

on which the whole future of our 

civilization depends." 

As for the Society's reason for 

being, well perhaps Professor Tsanoff 

just said it all. 

William V Ballew,Jr. '40, a member 

of the Houston Philosophical Society 

for twenty years and former Society 

president, is a Houston lawyer. During 

1970-1971 he was president of the 

Association of Rice Alumni. 



RHS HOLIDAY PARTY PHOTOS 

Dick and Mary Ellen Wilson (left) 
with Elsa and R oy H orlock 

Nancy Burch, president of the Rice Historical 
Society with Y. Ping Sun and Rice President 
David Leebron at the December 17 Holiday 
Party at the Home of Jerry and Elaine 
McCleskey 

Nancy Akers,Joyce Pounds Hardy
McDonald and Joan Gillis with 
host Jerry McCleskey 

And the winner is ... 
The winner of host Jerry McCleskey's 
contest to guess the total number of orna
ments on the Christmas tree was Nancy 
Eubank who guessed 1, 3 3 3. The actual 
total was 1,375. Congratulations, Nancy! 



Above Left: 
Dean and Ginny Hill 

Page Center: Froggy Williams 
~eft) and Robbie Williams 

(right) with Mike Gassman, 
the McCleskeys' grandson 

Bottom Left: Nancy Burch, 
Ping Sun and hostess Elaine 
McCleskey 

Above Right: ~eft 
to right) 

Beverly Rudy, 
Dorothy Anderson, 

Nancy Burch, 
Ping Sun, Connie 

Colley and Ann 
Cruikshank 

Bottom Right: 
Tom and Nancy 

Eubank with Jerry 
McCleskey 
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