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A Letter from the President 
Dear friends, 

On July 1st of 1996, The Rice Historical Society 
concluded its first year of existence by inaugurating a new slate 
of officers and a new board. Thanks to the efforts of the 
society's fust board and the leadership of founding president 
Karen Hess Rogers, RHS members may look back on their 
society's first-year accomplishments with great pride: on 30 
July 1995, the society held its first event, a reception at Autry 
House honoring twenty-six members of the Rice family. In the 
ensuing months, the society sponsored a variety of social and 
educational events, all of which were designed to increase the 
visibility of the society and attract new members to share in the 
exciting work of preserving Rice's history. These included a 
lecture on the history of Rice by Rice alwnnus and Professor of 
History Dr. John Boles; a reception in the historic Founders 
Room of Lovett Hall at which a new "University Guest Book" 
project was unveiled; an oral history training workshop led by 
Dr. Louis Marchiafava of the Houston Metropolitan Archives; a 
familiarization tour of Fondren Library's Woodson Research 
Center; a Spring picnic at the Pleasant Home Farm of Jack and 
Diane Webb; and the society's first annual membership meeting 
and summer conference, at which Dr. John Boles, Dr. Harold 
Hyman, and Dr. Tom Williams lead an in-depth examination of 
1891, the year of Rice's charter. And, of course, the society's 
first year also marked the debut of our official RHS newsletter, 
The Cornerstone which, under the leadership of founding 
Editor Wanda Phears Waters, established a tradition of excel
lence which we continue in this first issue under new editor B. 
Rice Aston. 

But while the mission of our society is to preserve the 
past, the fulfillment of that mission compels us to look to the 
future. Therefore, in the coming months, in addition to continu
ing the publication of The Cornerstone, your society proposes 
to: seek new members and solicit the renewal of existing charter 
members; work with the Woodson Research Center to help 
fonnulate an archives policy; inventory and index the society 
archives; help with the establishment and staffing of a Rice 
Museum and Visitors Center; expand our fledgeling video oral 
history project in order to document existing memories of 
Rice's past; establish a self-perpetuating network of student 
historians who will docwnent their own, contemporary, Rice 
experiences for future generations; bring the history of Rice to a 
global audience by establishing and maintaining a RHS home 
page on the Internet's World Wide Web; and sponsor a variety 
of educational and social events for our members. 

To support these and other proposed activities, the 
RHS board recently was expanded from fifteen to twenty 
members, and working committees were established to address 
Archives, Membership, Newsletter, Program, Publicity, Student 
Historians, and Video Oral History projects. All RHS members 
are encouraged take part in existing society projects -- or 
propose new ones of their own -- by contacting one or more of 
these working committees (during business hours call 831-4700 
xl23, weekends and evenings, call 666-RICE). 



Red Tape and Captain Baker 

As an alumna who graduated in 
the turbulent sixties, J was frankly 
surprised when I came upon evidence of a 
massive student disturbance in 1918. The 
first hint I have about this uprising was 
finding a copy of a newsletter call Tape 
which was "published in the hope of 
calling interested attention to the evil 
conditions existing at Rice in order that 
wise judgement and devoted energy may 
be incited to bring about improvements 
that are promotive of the welfare ofan 
institution that is capable of noble work in 
the 'advancement of Letters, Science and 
Art'". (The title was printed in red ink but 
it was several months before someone 
pointed out that meant Red Tape.) This 
publication was, as may be surmised 
anonymous - Rice's frrst underground 
newsletter! 

At issue were the military 
regulations that had been imposed on the 
student body during World War I. The 
students did not object to the military 
training, which was expected, but rather 
to the bureaucracy and the quality of 
military leadership. As early as 1917, a 
Thresher editorial complained of "having 
every detail of undergraduate life con
trolled by painfully minute militaristic 
regulations". 

In September of 1917, President 

Letter cont'd. 

By volunteering on committees, 
attending society events, and funding RHS 
projects through their annual membership 
donations, our members make it possible 
for the society to fulfill its mission of 
preserving the history of Rice. However 
you choose to participate in the activities 
of your society, please know that your 
support is appreciated, and your input 
always welcome. 

Most cordially, 

Greg Marshall '86 
RHS President 

Lovett, opening the sixth year oftbe 
institute, had been overly optimistic when 
be anticipated "an easy adjustment of our 
old ways to the new arrangements by 
which the Rice institute is to be converted 
as far as may be consistent with its 
university program into a military camp 
during the war". The students welcomed 
the military preparation but complained 
the "instead of teaching us military 
science and making us physically better 
and stronger men, they have organized 
our lives." From the Bugle CaU at 5:45 
a.m. to Taps at I l :00 p.m. the men were 
required to march to meals and classes 
and to drill. Sometimes during drills they 
were marched through hedges and into 
ditches. They were called to quarters at 
7 :45 each evening and rooms were 
inspected daily. There were two hundred 
twenty regulations and the penalties for 
breaking them were harsh: tours (walking 
prescribed beats for hours), confinement 
and expulsion. The women students did 
not fare much better. They were supposed 
to have received first aid and Red Cross 
training but instead were required to wear 
military uniforms and drill. Red Tape 
ridiculed these exercises: "The authorities 
have hailed it with acclaim, publishing the 
fact broadcast, even having moving 
pictures taken of the young women in 
battle formation ... a thing for which they 
wi II never have any use, though they live 
to be a hundred years, the coming 
triumphs of women's suffrage and 
feminism notwithstanding". 

The university administration 
reacted to Red Tape by sending special 
delivery letter to the parents of every 
student referring to their "rebellious 
attitude" and their "apparent determina
tion to enforce their own demands without 
consultation with anyone". Pickens 
Coleman, president of the senior class, 
objected to these charges, saying that the 
letter puts an "absolutely false and 
misleading" face on the matter. Fonnal 
complaints had been made to the authori
ties and no attention was paid. The 
students were peaceful and respectful but 

determined to be heard. Rice junior Jay 
AJexander predicted that "the present 
disturbance is not the first nor will it be 
any means be the last if conditions remain 
the same". The students objected to the 
miliary regulations, the process of lodging 
complaints, the difficulty of forming 
student govemment and the quality of the 
food. At one point, they were so distrust
ful they suspected the authorities had 
hidden dictaphones in their dorm rooms. 

By January 28, J 9 I 8, tensions 
had escalated to the point that the trustees 
of the institute agreed to meet with the 
students to discuss their grievances. 
Captain James A. Baker presided over the 
three-hour meeting where "frankness was 
the keynote of the affair" and the students 
"did not mince words" telling the trustees 
how "they thought their university was 
being mismanaged". After the meeting the 
trustees expressed sw-prise that conditions 
were as the students had pictured them. 



Rice University: The Legal Battle Over Desegregation 
and Tuition 1963-1966 

The battle to admit students to 
Rice regardless of race and to charge 
tuition to students able to pay began in 
1963, and was fought over several years 
in the District Court of Harris County, 
Texas, The Court of Civil Appeals, the 
Texas Supreme Court, and again in the 
Court of Civil Appeals and the Texas 
Supreme Court . 

The Indenture which created the 
Rice Institute provided a non-secretarian 
free Public Library and Institute for the 
Advancement of Literature, Science, and 
Art for the white children of the City of 
Houston. The trustees of Rice concluded 
that the restrictions against charging 
tuition to those students able to pay and 
discrimination against students on the 
basis of race were a significant barrier in 
Rice 's quest to become a university of the 
first class. In 1963 the trustees filed suit in 
the District Court of Harris County, Texas 
alleging that the dominant intention of 
W.M. Rice was to create an institution of 
the highest order and that the restrictions 
made it impossible to carry out that 
purpose. The court was requested to 

Red Tape cont'd. 
They agreed to discuss the situation at 
their February sixth meeting. At noon on 
Saturday, February 9 the student body 
was notified that they had granted all of 
the students' "requests" except one (the 
substitution of a demerit system for the 
punishment tow-s, confinement, etc.). 
Abolished were the call to quarters, guard 
duty, roll call at meals, Taps and women's 
drill, and the formation of a student 
association wouJd be allowed. Captain 
Baker was conciliatory, saying, "It is hard 
to convert an academic school to a 
military school in a few months ... the 
faculty and trustees have done the best for 
the students, so I appeal to you to do your 
best for the trustee." Dr. Lovett asked the 
students, "May T not ask you to take the 
hand l extend and ask you to help me 

exercise its equitable powers under the 
common law Cy Pres doctrine to relieve 
the trustees of the duty to enforce the 
restrictions. Two former students filed an 
Intervention and opposed the relief sought 
by the trustees. A second Intervention was 
filed in support of the trustees by ex
students and alumni of Rice. 

The questions presented to the 
court and jury were ( 1) was the dominant 
purpose ofW.M. Rice to create a univer
sity of the first class, and (2) if so, did 
restrictions against charging tuition and 
discrimination on the basis of race make it 
impossible or impractical to further that 
dominant purpose? The trial took several 
weeks. Extensive evidence was offered on 
those two issues, some of which is 
detailed below: 

Background 

In 1891 the University of Texas 
had been in operation only eight years and 
the number of college students in Texas 
was small. The amount of research and 
creative work being carried out in science 
and the liberal arts was not significant and 

bridge the gulfl" at which point yell 
leader Jack Carson dashed to the front of 
the crowd and led the group in the college 
yell: "Yea Rice! Yea Rice! Yea Rice! R-I
C-E, Rice!" 

By March, 1919, Captain Baker 
had earned such a place in the students' 
collective hearts that a front page article 
in the Thresher was entitle " Captain 
Baker, The Students' Friend". One 
student remembered ,"We had expected 
an uninteresting discussion on the error of 
our ways but instead we got a heart to 
heart talk". 

-Karen Hess Rogers 

the number of people qualified to do such 
work was small. The need for a university 
of the highest order was apparent.The 
state of Texas required segregation of the 
races in public education and segregation 
was the invariable custom in private 
institutions. At such a ti.me a school was 
either for white children or for Negro 
children. On May 13, 1891 , William 
Marsh Rice gave a promissory note in the 
sum of $200,000.00, payable on his death. 
The note proceeds were an endowment 
fund dedicated "to the instruction of the 
white inhabitants of the City of Houston, 
through the establishment of a Pub I ic 
Library and Institute for the Advancement 
of Literature, Science and Art". The 
Library Institute were to be noo
secretarian and free. 

Rice opened in October 1912. 
During the school year 1914-15 Rice had 
a teaching staff of some thirty members, a 
small group of graduate students in 
mathematics, physics, and biology and 
more than 250 undergraduates from 
seventy-five towns in Texas and fifteen 
States of the Union. During this time the 
United States was in the process of 
changing from a pi:edominately agricul
tural nation to the most powerful nation in 
the world. Eventually, Asian students 
were admitted to Rice, but no black 
students. 

Dominant Intention 

Statements from W.M. Rice and 
the interpretation the trustees and the first 
President placed upon the trust instru
ments provided evidence ofW.M. Rice's 
dominant intenti.on: 

A letter from J.E. McAshan, an 
original trustee, stated William Marsh 
Rice told him he wanted to create a 
'great' institution. A letter from Captain 
Baker to Dr. Lovett in 1907 expressed a 
determination that the foundations of the 
Institute were to be both broad and deep: 

The Trustees have proceeded quite 
deliberately in making a selection of 



an educational head ... Our institution 
is well endowed-more so than any 
institution I know of in the South; the 
Trustees are practically without any 
experience in educational matters and 
they will be disposed to give you a 
very free hand. As a rule they are 
broad minded and liberal, and desire 
in establishing the new institution to 
lay its foundations broad and deep .... 

The Book of the Opening con
tained statements of Dr. Lovett and the 
trustees that Rice was to be a great 
university. George R. Brown testified 
about knowledge he had acquired as 
trustee and on declarations of family 
history made by a member of the Rice 
family. The calendar for the first academic 
year stated: "It [The Rice Institute) 
aspires to university dimensions of the 
highest standing". 

Restrictions Were a Significant Barrier 

The trustees, the faculty, and the 
chancellors and presidents of most Texas 
universities testified that the restrictions 
against charging tuition and race were a 
significant barrier to achieving greatness. 
Some of the evidence was as follows: 

Significant changes bad occurred; 
during the period 1946-1956 faculty 
salaries and the cost of !jbrary books bad 
tripled; the cost per student had increased 
from $286.00 in 1940 to $2737.00 in 
1974; Rice had sustained a deficit of 
$150,000.00 in 1963 and a deficit of 
$560,367.00 was anticipated in 1964. 
Foundations and the federal government 
were reluctant to make grants because 
Rice, unlike most educational institutions, 
ignored its most ready source of funding, 
tuition, and discriminated against students 
and faculty on the basis of their race. Dr. 
Carey Croneis, Chancellor of Rice 
University, testified as an expert on 
educational matters that the color and 
tuition restrictions would have a negative 
impact on the future of Rice University. 
T he chancellors and presidents of most of 
the universities located in the state of 
Texas testified that, under present 
conditions, no university which discrimi
nates in the selection of teachers or 
students on the basis of race could attain 
the status of a university of the first class. 

The jury found that the primary 
purpose ofW.M. Rice was to establish a 
university of the first class and that it was 
impossible or impracticable Wlder present 
conditions to carry out the restrictions 
agafost charging tuition and race. The trial 
court entered a judgment relieving the 
trustees of the duty to enforce those 
restrictions. The intervenors opposing the 
trustees appealed to the Court of Civil 
Appeals. The appellate court concluded 
that the intervenors bad no standing to 
appeal, and that the courts bad no juris
iliction to hear the appeal, thus the appeal 
was ilismissed without reaching the merits 
of the case. Coffee et. al. vs. William 
Marsh Rice University, et. al, 387 S.W. 2d 
132 (Tex. Civ. App, Houston, 1965). The 
Supreme Court, however, disagreed; it 
found the intervenors bad standing to 
appeal and the Court of Ci vii Appeals had 
jurisdiction to hear the appeal and 
reversed and remanded the case to the 
Civil Appeals for determination on the 
merits. Coffee, et. al. v. William Marsh 
Rice University, 403 S.W.. 2d 340 (Tex. 
1966). On remand, the Court of Civil 
Appeals found that the evidence sup
ported the jury's :finding and the trial 
court's judgment relieving the trustees 
from enforcing the restrictions. Coffee, et. 
al. v. William Marsh Rice University, 408 
S.W. 2d 269, 283, 286 (Tex. Civ. App., 
Houston, 1966, n.r.e.). The Court of Civil 
Appeals opinion stated: 

... we have concluded as a 
matter of law from the language of 
the trust instruments that the 
primary purpose of the donor was 
to establish an educational institu
tion of the first class ... The 
evidence in this case, and the facts 
found by the jury, fully support the 
action of the trial court in exercis
ing his equitable power to autho
rize a deviation from the terms of 
the trust.. .. 

The intervenor's request for 
Supreme Cotut review of the Court of 
Civil Appeals opinion was refused, and 
the judgment became final. Rice's path to 
greatness remained open. 

continued next page 

Book Review 

The Death of Old Man Rice 
A True Story of Criminal Justice in 

America 

The Death of Old Man Rice by 
Martin L. Friedland is a fascinating tale of 
what, at the time, was considered the trial 
of the century. Of course, in 1902, 
America was ju$l barely into a new 
century and nobody had ever heard of 0. 
J. Simpson. Written by Canadian law 
professor Martin L. Friedland, the book 
deals with the death of William Marsh 
Rice in New York City and the subsequent 
investigation and trial of Albert Patrick. 
The official version and popularly 
accepted account of the death of the 
founder of Rice University has always 
been that he was mw-dered by his butler at 
the instigation of an wiscrupulous lawyer 
who had forged a will leaving the Rice 
fortune to him (which seems to point 
suspicion immediately in his direction, to 
my way of thinking!) This detailed 
investigation by Mr. Friedland of what one 
newspaper of the time described as 
"America's most remarkable murder case" 
and "one of the most remarkable trials in 
all history" does not come to such hasty 
decisions. In reading the three hundred 
eighty-one pages (including over sixty 
well-chosen photographs and pictures) the 
reader feels very much like a juror having 
to decide who is telling the truth, which 
expert witnesses are really expert and 
what really happened. As the author says 
in the Preface, "Justice may be blind in 
theory but in practice she has altogether 
too human a dimension." This story also 
lets us compare the criminal justice system 
now with that at the turn of the century 
and examine the practices of the police 
and courts, the role wealth plays in 
determining the outcome of legal proceed
ings, the influence of the media and the 
issues of capital punishment. The author 
has obviously done extensive research and 
presents a well organized and stimulating 
account of a vital part of Rice history. 



Pan Energy Sponsors First RHS Annual Conference 

The first annual meeting of The 
Rice Historical Society on June 29, 1996, 
presented an in-depth look at 1891, the 
year the Rice charter was signed. 

Dr. Harold Hyman of the Rice 
Department of History warned that the 
present era tends to think of the last 
decade of the nineteenth century as a 
golden age of bucolic simplicity, but the 
people of the 1890s were really very 
troubled and thought that America had lost 
its innocence. He suggests that newspaper 
articles of the time would sound almost 
familiar today. 

Dr. John Doles reiterated this 
view, reminding the audience that while it 
looks to us like a very exciting time, the 
people of the 1890s experienced tremen
dous and rapid change and were very 
frightened. 

The 1890s were characterized by 
several phenomena. One of the most 
spectacular demographic changes was the 
rapid urbanization caused by the Industrial 
Revolution. When industry, no longer 
dependent on water power, could be built 
around the transportation sources and 
financial markets, cities began to grow. 
America was changing from an agrarian 
society to an industrial power. 

Another characteristic of this age 
was a change in immigration patterns. No 
longer were the "desirable" people coming 
from northern Europe; rather, stranger, 
more foreign elements were arriving from 
southern and southeastern Europe and 
Russia. These immigrants tended to crowd 
into horrendous and vast tenements in the 
large cities. The U.S. also experienced the 
lowest point in race relations. 

The country matured unevenly. 
New York City installed electric street 
lights at the same time that the Oklahoma 
Territory was opened and the upper plains 
were settled. This passing of the frontier 
was linked as well to the feeling of lost 
innocence. 

Looking at the South in 1891, Dr. 
Boles reminded the audience that its most 
striking feature was poverty. The per 
capita income in the south was 40% of 
that in other parts of the country. 90% of 

Southern farmers did not even have an 
outdoor toilet. Finns in the Northeast 
viewed the South as if it were a third
world country. The South bad a colonial 
economy. Industry was extractive and 
wages were low. 

A popular concept concurrent 
with the amassing of large fortunes toward 
the turn of the century was Social Darwin
ism. It assumed that God or evolution had 
produced superior beings who were able 
to make large amounts of money by 
whatever means. It was an attractive 
theory to those of great wealth but also 
vulnerable to attack. 

Dr. Hyman noted that during this 
period of rapacious capitalism large 
fortunes were made that allowed individu
als to endow institutions of higher 
learning. At the same time the uncertain
ties of the era caused people of privilege 
to view these universities as strongholds 
against unsettling developments. State 
universities were being established in 
small towns to protect the students from 
the sinfulness of cities; whereas private 
universities, like Chicago, Stanford and 
Rice were destined for big cities. 

In 1891 Texas had 2.2 million 
people, about half the population of 
metropolitan Houston today. Houston had 
just replaced mule-driven trollies with 
those that ran on electric power. Only a 
few blocks of the streets were paved. Dr. 
Boles reminded the audience that three 
things would propel Houston into great
ness: the 1900 stonn in Galveston, the 
discovery ofoil at Spindletop in 1901, and 
the opening of the Houston Ship Channel 
in 1914. 

Dr. Tom Williams described this 
period as the most creative and exciting 
time in the history of science. Research 
was moving rapidly from the laboratory to 
industry and covered the spectrwn from 
inside the atom to outside the galaxy. 
FoWlding president Edgar Odell Lovett, 
after he detennined that he had a limited 
budget, decided to focus Rice studies on 
science. There would be no upper limits to 
the quality of instruction and so he 

concentrated on attracting the best faculty 
be could. His ultimate choices balanced 
the need for both research and applied 
science: researchers, Harold Wilson in 
atomic physics and Julian Huxley in 
evolutionary genetics, against practical 
scientists, Griffith Evans in statistics and 
applied math and Harry Weiser in colloid 
chemistry. 

No examination of early Rice 
history fails to raise the question about 
what really induced Dr. Lovett to come to 
Houston to establish the Rice Institute. His 
position as head of the Astronomy 
Department at Princeton was secure and 
he had raised money to build an observa
tory in South Africa. Mr. Williams thinks 
that one factor was the existence in 
various locations of larger observatories 
than he proposed to build. Whatever his 
reasons for deciding to leave Princeton 
and come south, John Boles regards the 
history of Rice University as the realiza
tion of the vision of Edgar OdeU Lovett. 

Thanks to the generosity of Pan 
Energy complete videotapes of the lectures 
are available by calling Karen Rogers at 
960-8600 or /-800-768-4539. 

- Karen Hess Rogers 

Case cont'd. 

Legal barriers were broken down, 
the period of segregation was over, men 
and women of all races were to be 
brought together physically on the Rice 
campus. The problem, however, was not 
completely resolved; law could end legal 
desegregation and bring men and women 
together physically, but true integration 
only could be achieved in a society 
governed by good will and a sense of 
fairness, as Dr. King told us by "true 
neighbors who are willing obedient to 
unenforceable obligations". 

- B. Rice Aston 



Calendar 

Tour of Glenwood Cemetery 
The RHS conducted a tour of 

Glenwood Cemetery on Saturday, October 
26. The tour was led by Russ Pitman ('58) 
who took us to the final resting place of 
such Rice notables as Captain Baker, 
Howard Hughes, the two Mrs. Rices, 
FrederickAllen Rice and former trustees 
Benjamin Botts Rice and William Rice, Jr. 
There was an optional picnic lunch 
inunediately following in a picturesque 
comer of the cemetery. 

RHS to Honor Lovett Family 
The Rice Historical Society will 

honor the Lovett family with a champagne 
reception on Friday, November 1, 1996, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Founders 
Room, Lovett Hall. The exhibition of A 
Visit wtih Rice's First President: Edgar 
Ode// Lovett Memorabilia will be avail
able for viewing. The exhibition is open 
on Friday, November 1, 10:00 a.m. to 7 :00 
p.m. and Saturday, November 2, 10:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. 

The Trust 
A special showing of The Trust -

the Story of the Murder of William 
Marsh Rice will be held on Sunday, 
November 24 at 2:00 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall. Admission is free for RHS members 
and $5 for non-members. There will be a 
short talk about the making of the film 
before the screening, and a reception 
irr.unediately following. 

Originally completed in 1993, 
this special showing will be a re-edit of 
the original film and should include some 
new footage currently in production. 

Filmed in Houston and 
Galveston, much of it on the Rice Cam
pus, the movie stars Sam Bottoms (of 
Apocalypse Now and The Last Picture 
Show) and Karen Black (Five Easy Pieces, 
The Great Gatsby, Nashville, etc.). It won 
major awards at the Houston and Philadel
phia Film Festivals and is currently in 
international distribution through Arista 
Pictures. The Houston Chronicle pro-

claimed "the story and characters fascinat
ing", and The Rice Thresher called The 
Trust, "captivating ... an American Room 
With a View". 

Doug Killgore (Rice '69) wrote 
and directed the film, based on his stage 
play which has had six productions at 
Houston's Main Street Theater over the 
past ten years. Rice Professor Neil 
Havens, who directed several of the 

charged with building the institute after 
the old gentleman's death. Several years 
later, Baker receives word that his client 
has passed away in his New York apart
ment. The attorney journeys to Manhattan 
to settle the estate and begin work on Rice 
Institute. There he is surprised to find a 
new will, apparently signed by Mr. Rice, 
which leaves the estate not to the boys and 
girls of Texas, but rather to the lawyer 
who drafted the will. Joining forces with 
the New York District Attorney and Rice's 
friend Maria Vandenneer (Black), Baker 
spearheads an investigation that uncovers 
forgery, fraud, and murder. 

Director Killgore will give a 
short account of the making of the film 
before the screening. Using behind the 
scenes production stills and historic photos 
be will introduce the real characters 
depicted in the film and describe how 
Baker Commons was turned into a New 
York courtroom, a Physics Lab became the 
Morgue, and the Mechanical Lab was 
converted to the Tombs Prison. 

Visit Princeton, New Jersey 
theatrical productions, served as co- In May 1997, members ofThe 
director and an executive producer on the Rice Historical Society will be offered the 
film. Carolyn Morris Killgore ('69) was opportunity of travel to Princeton Univer-
associate producer, Stewart Morris ('71) sity and explore the profound influences 
provided horses and authentic carriages that this older school had on the fledgling 
for the production, and Karen Hess Rogers Rice Institute. Ninety years ago, Woodrow 
('68) contributed scrumptious lunch Wilson, then president of Princeton, 
catering for the cast and crew. In addition, recommended a young astronomy profes-
several other members of the Rice sor to the Rice trustees to head their new 
community appear in the film, including school; that man was Edgar Odell Lovett., 
Jim Bernhard ('59), Roxanne Klein Shaw who accepted the challenge of founding a 
('75), Donna Yeager ('77), Jim Caldwell new university in Houston, Texas. 
('71), Vicki Bell ('79), Prof John Boles The six-day trip will include 
('65), Fr. John Worrell, Rocky McAshan architectural tours of the campus, lectures 
('68), Fred Roberts ('69), Mel Glasscock on Wilson. Lovett and the Princeton 
('61), Warren Cole ('67), Hank Hudspeth connection, tours of the countryside, and a 
('40), Prof. Bill Martin (who, as the jury two-day visit to New York City. Rice 
foreman, has the most important line in alwnni in the New York and New Jersey 
the film), and Harold Suggs ( a Rice areas will be invited to participate in 
parent who plays the role he created on the various activities. Before departure, the 
stage, William Marsh Rice). lectuers and an architectural tour of Ralph 

The story begins a hundred years A. Cram buildings on the Rice campus 
ago when Mr. Rice decides to leave the will be offered to all RHS membes. 
bulk of his estate to found an institute of 
higher learning in an obscure Texas town 
on Buffalo Bayou. He names his young 
attorney, Captain James Baker (Bottoms), 
to lead the board of trustees who wi 11 be 



Memorabilia Requested 
Since changing its name from 

Friends of Rice Players to Friends of Rice 
Theatre last year, FoRTh has expanded its 
aid and interest to cover all theatre at Rice. 
It is consequently expanding its member
ship, mailing list, and archives past its 
original focus on Rice Players. If you have 
programs, posters, or photos from past 
theatrical endeavors, please send them to 
FoRTh archivist Doug Killgore at 1600 W. 
13th St., Houston TX 77008-6451. Include 
as much date and identification informa
tion as possible. A photocopy of any 
programs you would like to keep would be 
greatly appreciated, as would any lists of 
actors and technical people from memory. 

Now in its seventh year, the 
friends organization was initially formed 
to help fund the Rice Players which 
receives no production budget from the 
university. As the endowment has grown 
to almost $50,000, operating funds have 
been used in a variety of ways - from 
renovations in Hamman Hall to assisting 
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in the funding of visiting theatre artists 
and teachers and sponsoring the annual 
Rice Spring Theater Festival. A student 
gift for study or work in theater is cur
rently in the planning stages. 

For information about joining 
FoRTh, call Neil (Sandy) Havens at 527-
4668. 
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