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The cornerstone of the Administration Building (Lovett Hal I) 
was put in place March 2, 1911. Behind the cornerstone is 
construction supervisor William Ward Watkin (dark derby and 
coat); left is Rice President Edgar Odell Lovett ( dark coat). 

Give a Hoot 
Letters from Members 

Sept. 19, 1995 
Karen Rogers, President 
Rice Historical Society 

Dear Karen, 
Congratulations on starting a historical society at Rice. 

Rececntly I sent you a check to join. I never took any history 
courses, but I had an uncle, Dr. Clifford Casey, who taught 
history at Sul Ross in Alpine for many, many years and be got 
me interested. I am a former president of the Tarrant County 
Historical Society here in Ft. Worth. 

My pa:rents went to Rice ('23 and '24) and l graduated in '49 
and my wife, Penny Penn, in '50. 

1 am pleased to know that the society is collecting memorabilia 
from Rice past, and I hope it will be displayed if it isn't already. 

Best wishes, and I look forward to more Cornerstones. 

Sincerely, 
Frank Goss '49 
Ft. Worth, TX 

About the Cover 

The front cover features a view from the Sallyport toward Main 
Street, and the back cover features South Hall and the Commons 
when Rice Institute opened in 1912. The front cover photo was 
published in the Houston Daily Post, October 6, 1912; registra
tion day for Rice's first students was September 23, 1912; 
official opening cermonies were October 12, 1912. For the 
impressions of a young man coming to Houston to matriculate 
with Rice's first class and seeing these buildings for the first 
time, read the interview with Isaac "Ike" Sanders, page 6. 

The photos of the Sallyport, South Hall, the Commons, and the 
Laying of the cornerstone were furnished by and printed with the 
permission of the Woodson Research Center, Fondren Library, 

Rice University. 

The Rice Historical Society was saddened to learn of the 
passing on September 9, 1995, ofR. T. Wilbanks '27, Who 
contributed the delightful story about Dr. Lovett's visit 
with the Rice Alumni Club of New Orleans in June, 1938, 
which was published in the first issue of The Comer
,<.t()ne, 

*********** 
We welcome photographs and remembrances of historical 
interest which may be used in future issues of The 
Cornerstone or in our exhibits. Items cannot be returned 
and will be contributed to our archival collections. 
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Rice University President Malcolm Gillis welcomed over JOO Rice 
Historical Society members and friends and 26 members of the 
family of William Marsh Rice at the RJIS opening reception on 
Sunday, July 30; 1995. President Gillis acknowledged on behalf of 
the entire university the immense importance of the RHS and 
applauded its stated purpose of collecting and preserving for the 
future the history of Rice. 

Attending the RHS opening reception were 
B. Rice Aston, his wife Ursula, and his sons 
Alan and Rick Aston. Rice Aston contributed 
his notes on Rice family history that were 
used in this newsletter (pages 4 & 5). 

Isaac "Ike" Sanders of Tyler, Texas, was born July 22, 
1891, and elltered The Rice Institute in. its first class 
in 1912. Now 104 years old, he is Rice's oldest living 
alumnus. His recollections of Rice are featured on 
pages 6 and 7. 

Bernice Schaefer Rice (Mrs. Calder Rice) was one of 3 
women architects in the class of '29. ( "Two of us made 
it.") She attended the RHS reception with her son William 
Marsh Rice 111, Monterrey Grant, her daughter Luann 
Rice Briscoe, and son-in-law Frank Briscoe. 

D,: John Boles, Allyn and Gladys Cline Professor of 
History at Rice, spoke on "Highlights from the History of 
Rice U" on Tuesday, October 10. Greeting Dr. Boles at the 
RHS lecture and reception were (left) Tom & Pam Smith 
and (right) Karen Rogers, RHS President 

Join the Rice Historical Society! 
Quarterly Newsletter! Projeets! Programs! Special'Events! Field Trips! 

1 -Yr Membership: $25, $50, $100, or other gifts; $10, young alumni and non-residents only. Send name, address~ phone to RHS. 
Under IRS guidelines, the estimated value of any benefits received by you is not substantial; Uierefore, the full amount of your gift is:a 

deductible contribution. 

Coming E vents 
Nov. 16: Champagne·R eception, Founders Room 

Dee. 1, 2, 3: Interviews with Alumni at Homecoming 
Plus a lecture on rnemorv after the first of the year and a .ranch trio to Channell Hi] I in Aori I 



The Family of William Marsh Rice 
lnfonnation prepared by B. Rice Aston, as taken from the letters to his great grandfather Frederick Allyn Rice 

from his brother William Marsh Rice and others. 

WiJljam Marsh Rice, born in 1816, 
was one of ten children born to David 
Rice and Patty Hall Rice. David Rice was 
from Norfolk County, Massachusetts. 
Patty Hall's father, Josiah Walpole Hall 
had, as a minuteman, traveled the road to 
Concord, Massachusetts, in the early 
hours of April 19, 1775, to deliver the 
message that General Gage's regulars 
were crossing the Charles River to march 
to Lexington and Concord to arrest 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock for 
treason and seize the cannon and military 
stores at Concord. During the war that 
followed, Hall served in Colonel Joseph 
Read's Regiment. He died at South 
Walpole, Massachusetts, at the age of 
101. 

At age 22, William Marsh Rice 
arrived in Galveston, Texas, in October, 
1838. He did not stay long in Galveston 
but soon moved to Houston where he 
received a conditional head.right certifi
cate to 320 acres on February 12, 1839. 
The Texas Ranger Service Records show 
that a Wm. M. Rice enlisted March 16, 
1839, as a private in the Texas Rangers 
under the command of Captain J. 
Emberson and was discharged September 
16, 1839. 

William M. Rice had a succession of 
business partners, including "aggressive 
and fiery" Ebenezer Nichols and "meticu
lous and gentle of spirit" Abraham 
Groesbeeck. The ten years before the 
Civil War were prosperous ones for 
planters and cotton merchants. Enormous 
increases in property between 1850-1860 
were reported to the census takers. These 
were prosperous years for William M. 
Rice, as he reported an increase in net 
worth from $25,000 to $750,000. Among 
the companies listing W.M. Rice's name 
on the original charter during Lhis period 
were Lhe Houston Plank Road Company, 
the Union Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company, the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, & 
Colorado Railroad Company, the 
Houston Academy, the Houston Insur
ance Company, the Huntsville Railroad 
Company, and the Houston Tap and 
Brazoria Railway Company. 

On June 29, 1845, William Marsh 
Rice married Margaret Bremond at Christ 

Church, Houston. The couple had no 
children. Margaret died August 13, 1863. 
The cause of her death was unknown, but 
it was the season of yellow fever, a major 
cause of death in the United States and 
Texas until after the Spanish-American 
war. (One of Houston's founders, John 
Kirby Allen, had died of yellow fever in 
1838; the yellow fever epidemic of 1839 
took the lives of fifteen percent of 
Houstonians. Lime was spread on the 
mud streets of Houston in the summer 
1847 in the belief that it would ward off 
the fever. The worst epidemic was in the 
fall of 1867.) 

The letters from William Marsh Rice 
to his brother Frederick Allyn Rice are of 
particular interest and give us new 
information about the life of William 
Marsh Rice after the death of his wife 
Margaret. William left Houston for the 
balance of the Civil War_; he was in 
Monterrey, Mexico, by January 23, 1864, 
and by February he was in Matamoras, 
Mexico, where he stayed until July of 
1865. His last Jetter to his brother on May 
14, 1865, tells of RIP Ford's victory over 
Federal troops in the Battle of Palmito 
Ranch, the last battle of the Civil War. On 
July 8, 1865, Frederick Rice wrote 
Sidney Thrasher in Galveston that he 
expected his brother to return to Houston 
during July. 

William Marsh Rice married Julia 
Elizabeth Baldwin on June 26, 1867, in 
Christ Church, Houston. Elizabeth was 
the sister ofFrederiek Rice's wife 
Charlotte Baldwin Rice. (In 1861, 
Elizabeth and Charlone's brother had 
joined Frederick Rice in forming the 
Houston Base Ball Club, probably the 
first baseball club in Texas.) Elizabeth 
was 40 years old when she married 
William Rice and was the widow of John 
Brown who, in 184 l, entered into a 
grocery and provision business in the 
City of Houston and acquired substantial 
lands in Montgomery, Walker, Comal, 
Gonzales, Bexar, Harris, Leon, and 
McLennan Counties. Elizabeth Baldwin 
Rice died in 1896 and was buried in 
Houston's Glenwood Cemetery, a resting 
place for many of the Rice family. Her 
tombstone is inscribed: "Beloved wife of 

William Marsh Rice, 1827-1896. A 
brilliant woman. She moved and carried 
herself with the dignity, grace, and charm 
of a queen. She loved people and was 
always happiest when doing for others." 
Elizabeth and William Rice had no 
children. 

The brothers William Marsh Rice 
and Frederick Allyn Rice continued to be 
major contributors toward the economic 
development of early Houston. W.M. 
Rice's name was listed on the charters of 
the Houston Ship Channel Company, the 
Houston and Texas Central Railroad 
Company, The City Bank of Houston, 
and the Houston Direct Navigation 
Company. F.A. Rice was listed as an 
incorporator of the Houston and Texas 
Central Railroad Company, the Ship 
Channel Company, the Buffalo Ware
house and Compress Company, the 
Houston East and West Texas Railway 
Company, and the Railroad, Real Estate, 
Building and Saving Association of 
Texas. Frederick helped organize the 
Houston Board of Trade and Cotton 
Exchange in 1874 and served as president 
of the Houston Savings Bank, which 
operated between 1874 and 1886, and as 
a director of the National Exchange 
Bank. 

Although William had no children, 
his brother Frederick had nine children 
and named one of his sons William 
Marsh Rice, Jr. William Marsh Rice, Jr. 
engaged in the lumber business and was a 
founder of the Union Bank and Trust 
Company, president of the Merchants and 
Planters Oil Company, and director of the 
Guardian Trust Company and Houston 
Land and Trust Company. His uncle 
William Marsh Rice paid for his educa
tion at Princeton. William Marsh Rice, Jr. 
served on the Board of Trustees of The 
Rice Institute and, upon his death, left a 
considerable fortune to this institution. 
Will Rice College is named in his honor. 

Another of Frederick's sons, Ben
jamin Botts Rice, also served on the 
Board of Trustees of The Rice Institute. 
His relationship with The Rice Institute 
began upon the death of his father and 
continued until his retirement in 1944. 
His uncle William Marsh Rice wanted 



"The letters between Frederick and William Marsh Rice reveal that they were very close to one another and they truly enjoyed 
each other's company. This close business and personal relationship was repeated in the relationship between Frederick Rice's 

two sons, Benjamin Botts Rice and William Marsh Rice, Jr., a relationship which nowadays is altogether uncommon." 

him to move to New York and become 
bis assistant. It was a wonderful opportu
nity, but Ben Rice was afraid if be left 
Houston he woµld lose out in bis court
ship of Mary Walker Calder, whom he 
subsequently married, and he declined 
the offer. He sent his uncle a message 
telling of the damages to property and 
buildings destroyed by the 1900 
Galveston storm. It was not until much 
later that he fuJly understood that when 
his uncle began to respond and forwarded 
substantial sums for restoration that 
Albert Patrick killed his uncle to prevent 
any further "loss" of fund. 

William Marsh Rice, Jr. never 
married. However, his nephew Calder 
Rice (son of Benjamin Botts Rice and 
Mary Calder Rice) named a son William 

B. Rice Aston 

Marsh Rice ill. (Ed. note: William 
Marsh Rice ll's son William Marsh 
Rice IV is now a Houston police 
officer.) 

In addition to William Marsh Rice, 
Jr. and Benjamin Botts Rice, the seven 
other children of Frederick Rice and his 
wife Charlotte Baldwin Rice included: 
Jonas Shearn Rice, who served as 
president of Great Southern Life 
Insurance Company and chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Bankers 
Trust, etc.; David Rice, who had seven 
children; Horace Baldwin Rice, who 
had an active public career serving as 
County Commissi.oner and twice as 
Mayor of the City of Houston (1896-
I 898 and 1905-1913) and was one of 
the orignial promoters of the Houston 

Ship Channel; Frederick Allyn Rice, 
Jr. , who moved to Pharr, Texas; 
George Converse Rice, who had no 
children; Minerva Rice, who married 
Henry Lummis; and Lottie Lillian 
Rice, who married Paul Bremond 
Timpson, who was president of 
Houston's oldest trust company, 
Houston Land and Trust Company 
which later became Houston Bank and 
Trust Company. 

(Ed. note: Frederick Rice's 
personal letters became the property of 
Katherine Rice Neuhaus, daughter of 
Jonas Shearn Rice. Katherine's son 
Hugo V. Neuhaus, Jr. donated the 
letters to the archives of the Houston 
Public Library on November 15, 1979.) 

Members of the Rice family who attended the opening reception of the Rice Historical Society 
(family descendents of Frederick Allyn Rice) 

Bottom row 1-r: Laura Neff, Carla Neff Oh1s, Luann Rice Briscoe, Bernice Rice, Peggy Neuhaus, Joan Neuhaus, Lacey 
Neuhaus Dorn & daughter Lacy Dom, Phillip Neuhaus. 2nd row J-r: Richard Neff, Marlene Neff, Meg Neuhaus Weekley, 
Frank Briscoe, Charles Neuhaus, Joe Neuhaus Sr., Tucker Dom. 3rd row 1-r: Mark Ohls, Fred Lummis, Marilyn Lummis, 
Ursula Aston, Rice Aston. 4th row 1-r: Marvin Lummis, William Marsh Rice ID, Ghent Lummis, Rick Aston, Alan Aston. 



An Interview with Isaac 11lke" Sanders 
Rice's Oldest Living Alumnus and a Member of Rice's first class 

Isaac C. Sanders 
photo, The Campanile, 1917 

Well, when I arrived in Houston, l 
asked the conductor how to get to Rice 
Institute, and of course he told me to get 
the street car and get off at Eagle Street 
and catch the shuttle that went by The 
Rice Institute. l walked from the place 
where you got off the street car to the 
main gate, which was quite a little walk, 
and then from the main gate down to the 
main building, which is now Lovett Hall. 

When I got there, I was totally 
surprised. I saw people working on the 
yard. every building, and I thought "my 
goodness, why had they called this 
'ready' ? They're going to have school 
here someday, but surely not today." But 
they had made special arrangements 
which I didn't see at the time. 

They had the walks marked off, but 
no concrete, and they had yellowish 
gravel I walked up to the dormitory, 
which is old South Hall, and there wasn't 
a piece of furniture in it, and I wondered 
"what in the world are they going to do 
with us tonight?" 

Well, I walked up to the dining room, 
which was a little covered walk up from 
the dormitory to the dining room, and it 
was empty of course. Then l went to the 
kitchen, and there 1 saw they had made 
special arrangements. They did not have 
the regular equipment for the dining 
room, but they had brought three big oil 
stoves-Perfection brand- and hired a 
man and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver, to 
cook for us people who were going to 
live in the dormitory. 

Q: How many of you were there? Do 
you remember? 

A: I don't remember how many were 
in the dormitory. There were about 77 an 
together, but some of them lived down
town-the girls all lived downtown, and 
some of the boys. But all the rest of us 
boys who had come from out of town
and a good many from West Texas- we 
lived in the dormitory. Dr. Lovett had 
inscribed on one of the corners, "To the 
freedom of sound learning and the 
fellowship of youth." 

And they served a nice meal for us, 
so Mr. and Mrs. Oliver did a good job. 
Somebody had furnished the groceries, 
and we ate fine. 

But the surprise came that night 
before we went to bed. They had put 
furniture in the rooms of the very best 
sort. When 1 saw the kind of furniture 
they put, I was glad I came to Rice. It 
was high class stuff! But of all the 
preparing, there was one thing they 
forgot. You know, there was no such 
thing as air conditioning in 1912. They 
forgot to put screens on the doors and 
windows of the dormitory, and when we 
went to bed, the mosquitoes had a feast! 

Well, we turned on the lights, and 
that slowed them down. But Rice didn't 
have connection with the Houston 
Lighting & Power Company; all the 
power they had was produced there on 
the campus by their own power plant. 
They had only one engineer, and he shut 
it down at midnight. And from ·then-on, 
the mosquitoes had us! And I don' t know 
how many days that lasted. but it was a 
good long time- several days. 

Q: Wl1at classes did you take? 
A: Well, I took physics, chemistry, 

mathematics, English, and I took a course 
that counted as an education course. I 
wanted to be sure that when I got through 
I could get a teacher's certificate. Well, 
they had a course that wasn't exactly 
called education, but they had made 
arrangements with the department in 
Austin to have it count. 

Q: Did you get good grades? 
A: Well, I think I did. I passed. 

When I went to Rice, I had graduated 
from Tyler High School in 1911. We had 

received information from Houston that 
they were going to start a new university 
in the following year, so in my broke 
condition, I decided I would try to go to 
Rice because they didn't charge tuition. 

So I took a little course, a secretarial 
course, in which I learned typing and 
sho,thand and many other things you do 
in a business office. I knew Houston was 
a large town, and I sure could use a part 
time job. 

When I got to Rice, they were 
disorganized. They had no pressure plant, 
they had no registrar, and they could use 
a part time office boy. And I fell heir to 
that job and held it for years. Part of my 
job was kind of a messenger boy. The 
post office was downtown, and they 
needed somebody to go to the post office 
every day and maybe do other errands, 
and I was i t! And so I was lucky. I held 
that job for as long as I stayed at Rice. 

I guess they liked what I did, because 
I took everything seriously and did just 
what they told me and tried not to 
overstep anything. They were giving me, 
at first, just a little work, but finally I was 
doing some of the correspondence for 
people that would write. If the answers 
could be found in the catalogue, they' d 
turn it over to me. And I had sense 
enough to know if it involved something 
not in the catalogue, I stopped there and 
asked somebody who had more authority. 

Q: Did Rice pay you enough for you 
to cut your expenses? 

A: They paid me enough to pay my 
room and board and a little more. 

Q: You were a student for five years? 
A: Yes, 1 was supposed to graduate 

in 1916. But when I was a junior, Dr. 
Lovett bad a little office right next to his 
and he asked me to take that little office 
and put my books there. When I wasn' t in 
class, he' d call me, and I served as his 
part time secretary while I was a junior. 

Dr. Lovett had accumulated a lot of 
material. In October, 1912, they had a 
great opening celebration at which 
scholars from most of the universities in 
the United States and many abroad sent 
delegates. He had a whole basket of 
material, and he wanted to publish that in 
what he called The Book of the Opening. 



Interview conducted by Dr. Harold M. Hyman, William P. Hobby Professor of History, Rice University 
Janua1y 20, 1995 

Q: Do you know who arranged for 
all of those scholars to come to Houston? 
Primarily because I understand Woodrow 
Wilson, who was Dr. Lovett's mentor, 
arranged ... 

A: Yes, that's right. Dr. Lovett had 
been a professor at Princeton when 
Woodrow Wilson was president there. 
And so in 1916, for some reason or 
another, Dr. Lovett wanted me to help 
him with that work. Well, I'd have to 
drop out of school. He gave me permis
sion to still be a member of '16 and finish 
some work the next year. And so he took 
me to New York with him and we worked 
for a month or so on The Book of the 
Opening. We had temporary offices in 
Hotel Manhattan, which was directly 
across Fifth Avenue and Main Street from 
the New York Public Library. I made 
several trips across there to check 
something in the library before we 
published it in the book. 

Q: I understand that, however, your 
name is not in The Book of the Opening. 

A: That's right, but I'm not the only 
one. That's one thing about Dr. Lovett. 
It's a one-man thing. If you find him give 
anybody credit, I've never been able to 
notice it. That's the only criticism I have 
of Dr. Lovett: he's a one-man show. I 
think he did a good job. But he never told 
anybody about it that I know about. 

Q: We will now establish the fact 
that you did this work for The Book of the 
Opening. 

A: I did. I did the typing. I can't type 
now; this hand won't type. But I did most 
of the typing on a little portable type
writer. And he dido ' t know it, but he gave 
me a problem. ln the office we had a 
standard machine, you see. Without 
asking me, he bought a little portable 
Corona, and that darned thing bad a 
double shift, and I bad to kind of adjust 
my writing to that. I found that I could 
keep my hands in the right position and 
miss two or three letters, and at the day's 
end I'd put them in. And I had to do the 
whole thing like that. 

Q: One thing I find interesting: to go 
to a new coJlege, you take a kind of risk 
because when you graduate, nobody out 
in the world knows anything, or much, 

about the school. Did you have any 
difficulty getting a first job? 

A: Not a bit. The first job that I got 
was principal of a high school in Mission, 
Texas. Rice recommended me for it, and I 
got the job and I held the job. And then at 
the end of that school, I wenL to the 
University of Texas to do some graduate 
work in physics. My wile wanted to do 
some work in history, and we went to the 
University of Texas. 

We met the head of the department 
of physics at A&M C:::ollege, and he 
offered me a job first as secretary in 
physics atA&M. But when I reported for 
work, he gave me the job of assistant. He 
said I had the best recommendations, and 
he gave me that job, and I held it fQr 23 
years at A&M. We had a wonderful time, 
and I taught Lots of physics. 

Q: Did you get involved with the 
Rice Alumni Association? 

A: Oh yes, I've been a member of 
that ever since it was organized, I guess. 

Q: Have you been on the Rice 
campus recently, sir? 

A.: Not recently. I've made several 
homecoming trips, but not right recently. 

Q: Do you think Rice is too big now? 
A: Well, I don't know much about 

Rice at the present time. You see, Dr. 
Lovett had outlined this college system, 
but it was too small when I was there. 
Everything was on its own. Each person 
Lived in the dormitory and lived there 
individually. One of the surprises that 
most of the stutlents got was with the 
honor system. Nearly every examination 
that they had ever taken, some professor 
would be walking the floor to see that 
there was no cheating. But at Rice Dr. 
Lovett wanted to have the honor system, 
and after each examination we signed a 
statement "On my honor I declare I have 
neither reeeived nor given he1p on this 
ex.amination." And if a person was 
accused of cheating, he was tried by a 
court that consisted of his own class
mates. If they convicted him, they turned 
him over to the officials of the college, 
and I don't know exactly how they 
handled that, but it was pretty severe if 
the students themselves convicted him. 

Q: Firing squad. 

A: Yeah. And the same way about 
the residential hall. They had a hall 
committee. Now those dormitories, halls 
they called them, were completely 
fireproof, but one time one of the crazy 
boys took a tub up there and put a gallon 
of gasoline in it and set it on fire at night 
and made a big blaze and caused all kinds 
of commotion. This boy was tried by the 
hall committee and they convicted him. 
They said he did a foolish thing and be 
didn't deserve to live in the dormitory. 
And we turned it over to the officials and 
they dismissed him from school. Any
body I knew, they said he didn't deserve 
to live in the dormitory, so they sent him 
home. 

Q: How was the social life at Rice 
when you were there? Or were you too 
busy? 

A: Well, I was pretty busy, but we 
did have dances and things like that. I 
was a country boy and didn't know too 
much about those things, but I took a few 
lessons from a couple that taught dancing 
there. And I went to the school dances, 
but I didn't do it very often. But I did it 
enough to sorta be with the bunch. l 
didn't want to be left out, and so I did 
learn a little bit. 

Q: Do you remember the names of 
any of your professors at Rice? 

A: Yes. I took physics under Profes
sor Harold Albert Wilson. He had made a 
reputation in England and had been 
professor at the McGill University in 
Canada. Thomas Lindsey Blayney was a 
famous German scholar, and I took 
German under Dr. Blayney. And the 
chemistry man was not so well known, 
but I took chemistry. But I didn't like the 
fumes in the chem laboratory-I was 
allergic to them-and I just took it one 
year and I let the chemistry go and stayed 
with physics and mathematics. 

Q: Did you take any history? 
A: No, I don't think I took a special 

history course. I took some courses in 
philosophy under Dr. Tsanoff, who was a 
famous Bulgarian philosopher. I took his 
course in philosophy; I took his course in 
the history of religion; I took ethics; and I 
found those very helpful in living Ufe 
thereafter. 
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