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Athletic Director Joe Karlgaard has been 
at Rice for a full semester, and his work is 
already showing
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Learn how to celebrate the holidays 
in Houston, from ice skating to lights 
to movies
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Rice takes steps to 
avoid athletic 

“phantom class” 
scandal!"" O#! #. $
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In light of the UC system tuition 
hike, Rice should stop raising 
tuition at current exorbitant rate
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A Faculty Senate committee 
is studying the school’s policy of 
awarding course credit for high 
scores on most Advanced Place-
ment and International Baccalaure-
ate exams amid concerns that such 
credits give some students an unfair 
advantage and a less comprehensive 
college education.

University Committee on the 
Undergraduate Curriculum Chair 
Susan McIntosh presented an 
analysis of the committee’s cur-
rent policy on Pre-Matriculation 
Credits at the Nov. 12 Faculty Sen-
ate meeting. McIntosh said many 
other universities have reduced 
the amount of AP and other exam 
credit they grant in recent years.

“We wanted to just examine, to 
see the kind of e:ect of these cred-
its and our policies, which are quite 
liberal,” McIntosh, a professor of an-
thropology, said.

According to McIntosh, the com-
mittee found that students with 
more exam credit hours spent sig-
nificantly less time at Rice, based 
on data from students who matricu-
lated in 2006, 2007 and 2008.

“Students who are coming in 
with less than 20 to 30 credit hours 
are, in general, taking more than 
eight semesters to graduate,” Mc-
Intosh said. “[Students] who are 
coming in with over 30 are taking 
between 7.5 and eight semesters to 
graduate. What we take from this is 
that it’s a disadvantage for students 
to come in without many credit 
hours that their majors require.”

Additionally, the committee’s 
data showed a clear correlation be-
tween exam credits and GPA, with 
more exam credits corresponding 
to a higher GPA. Michael Wolf, the 
faculty director of the Rice Emerg-
ing Scholars Program, said students 
without many exam credits might 
not be as prepared as their peers for 
college academics.

“There happens to be a very high 
correlation between not very many 
AP courses and decently crummy 
high schools,” Wolf, a professor of 
mathematics, said. “So it’s not just 
how many college credits you come 
in with; it also correlates to their gen-
eral preparation to do Rice work.”

Wolf also said international stu-
dents have less access to AP courses, 
though IB and several other pro-
grams o:er comparable credit. How-
ever, according to President David 
Leebron, access to college-compara-
ble courses in high school does not 
a:ect admission to Rice.

“We judge applicants by the level 
of courses they take relative to what 
is o:ered at their school,” Leebron 
said. “Students who attend a school 
that o:ers honors credit, and who 
choose not to take those courses, ... 

Faculty      
Senate 
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AP policy

ONGOING INVESTIGATION HONOR COUNCIL

 

CRITERIA FOR VIOLATION

Funds must further their “mission, purpose 
and goals”

Funds must be used solely for “organizational 
purposes” 

Funds must be used “in a manner consistent 
with all Rice University rules and regulations”

Organizations must be “good stewards of 
student money”

Irresponsible record-keeping for 2013-14
$21,582 surplus at start of 2014-15
$50/person changeover dinner{

VIOLATED
SATISFIEDBlanket-tax receiving organizations must satisfy all four.

“After deliberation, the Contingency Committee determined that in the spirit of 
the blanket tax processes laid out in the SA Constitution, the Honor Council had 
made a good faith e!ort to make a reasonable attempt to address the issues and 
surpluses during the 2014-15 year. Thus, the Contingency Committee found the 
Honor Council not in Aggravated Violation.”BTCC REPORT

Honor Council Fall 2014 - Spring 2015 Budget Highlights
Student Organization Events

Annualized Replacement Costs

ORIGINAL AMENDED (as of Nov. 6)

CPS Meeting (Breakfast for 30, Chick-fil-A)
Changeover Dinner
Misc. meals (meetings, late hearings)

Electronics replacement (every 3 years)
Furniture replacement (every 5 years)

$200
$1,500 ($50/person)

$0

$2,299.33
$400

$200
$750 ($25/person)

$1,250

$2,299.33
$400

Training Expenses $0 $2,260
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The Blanket Tax Contingency Com-
mittee found the Honor Council in vio-
lation of the blanket tax process. The 
Honor Council has pledged to return its 
surplus rollover of $18,882, according 
to Student Association President Ravi 
Sheth. The Contingency Committee re-
viewed the Honor Council with three 
possible outcomes: in good standing, 
in violation and in aggravated viola-
tion. If an organization is found in vio-
lation three times within a period of 
four years, the Contingency Commit-
tee may recommend that the blanket 
tax be reduced or removed. A count of 
aggravated violation is equivalent to 
two violations. After this decision, the 
Honor Council stands at one violation.

The only other way by which a 
blanket tax organization’s funding can 
be reduced is by an initative petitioned 
directly by the students and voted on in 
the General Elections. 

The organization was judged based 
on four criteria outlined in the SA 
Constitution. These criteria included 
whether the organization acted as 
good stewards of student money and 
whether the funds were used in a man-
ner consistent with the organization’s 

7890see STRIKE, page 2

7890see AP, page 2

Honor Council evades aggravated charge, but the Contingency 
Committee found the organization in violation. Honor Council is 

now two strikes from a potential reduction in blanket tax.

STRIKE ONE
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mission, for organizational purposes and con-
sistent with Rice rules and regulations. 

The Honor Council was found in violation 
of two criteria: acting as good stewards of stu-
dent money and using the blanket tax funds 
in a manner consistent with the organization’s 
mission, goals and purposes.

According to the Report on Contingency Re-
view, the Contingency Committee found three 
examples showing that the Honor Council did 
not act as good stewards of student money. 
The Honor Council’s budgets for 2013-14 were 
found to reflect irresponsible record-keeping, 
although the committee commended the or-
ganization for its recent budget amendment 
e3orts. The committee noted that the Honor 
Council did not spend its blanket tax funds 
properly from 2013-14 and the years before, 
indicated by the $21,582 surplus at the start of 
the 2014-15 review year. The Committee also 
recommended the Honor Council halve the 
changeover dinner budget to $25/person.

However, while the changeover dinner 
cost was decreased in the amended budget, 
other new food expenses were added, which 
increased the total amount spent on food by 
$500. 

In order to determine whether the Honor 
Council is in aggravated violation, the Contin-
gency Committee evaluated the organization 
based on three criteria outlined within the SA 
n Constitution: if the organization’s budget 
reflected a surplus of at least 50% in the previ-
ous year, if the organization has not adequate-
ly justified its surplus and if the organization 
does not indicate a reasonable attempt to ad-
dress this issue. If the Honor Council were to 
be found in violation of all three criteria, the 
committee would then require a two-thirds 
majority vote to find the organization in aggra-
vated violation.

According to the report, the Honor Coun-

cil had made a good faith e3ort to make a 
reasonable attempt to address the issues and 
surpluses in the 2014-15 year. As a result, the 
Contingency Committee did not find the orga-
nization in aggravated violation.

In Honor Council’s amended 2014-15 bud-
get, the surplus decreased from the initial 
50% to 43%. This was due to the addition of 
a $2,260 expense for training conferences not 
included in the original budget as well as the 
increased amount budgeted for food. The an-
nualized replacement costs for furniture and 
electronics remained unchanged. 

According to Sheth, when and if the Honor 
Council returns its surplus, the SA executive 
committee will determine how to best allocate 
the approximately $18,000 in funds. Sheth 
said because this is the first time a Contin-
gency Committee has ever convened, the rul-
ing will have lasting e3ects on the blanket tax 
review process.

“I believe that this is an important moment 
for the e3ectiveness of our processes, and also 
gives us an opportunity to reflect and think 
about what we can do better in our overall al-
locations, and processes — which our Blanket 
Tax Crack Team... is currently looking into,” 
Sheth said.

Rishi Suresh, a Lovett College sophomore, and backup 
vocalists sings in a performance for the cultural celebra-
tion Dhamaka, hosted by the South Asian Society on Nov. 
22 in the Grand Hall. 

Belting 
it out
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Secretary of the Harris County Domestic Vio-
lence Coordinating Council Allison Vogt is joining 
Rice University under the new role of Director of 
Sexual Violence Prevention and Title IX Support. 
Vogt began her new position on Nov. 1. 

With a master’s degree in social work from the 
University of Houston, Vogt previously worked at 
the Montrose Center, an LGBT wellness center in 
Houston that provides aid to the LGBT community. 
At the Montrose Center, Vogt worked with victims 
of domestic violence, hate crimes, human traf-
ficking and sexual assault. Amongst Vogt’s duties 
at the Montrose Center were hospital and police 
accompaniment, shelter placement and educa-
tion. Vogt said she believes her experience with 

the small and diverse Houston LGBT community 
translates well to her new position at Rice, another 
small and diverse community.  

“Having worked with the LGBT communities, 
I learned the importance of community advocacy 
and organizing,” Vogt said. “I feel these principles 
can [be] translated to the diverse students at Rice.”

At the Montrose Center, Vogt was originally 
hired as an HIV case manager but later transi-
tioned to helping with the anti-violence program. 
Vogt helped expand the Montrose Center’s anti-vi-
olence program by organizing community aware-
ness about the presence of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and how to prevent violence in the 
community. However, Vogt said she credits the 
program’s success to community involvement.

Similarly, Vogt believes the programs at Rice for 
healthy relationships and sexual violence educa-

tion will succeed only if Rice students get involved. 
“We need students to give us feedback about 

programming and inform us about what’s hap-
pening on campus,” Vogt said. “We want to get 
students involved so we can meet students’ needs. 
We want the prevention program to be student in-
formed and student oriented.” 

Vogt said she wants Rice to set the standard 
for universities across the country by becoming a 
campus known for its safety, with students who 
know how to live in an anti-violence community. 

“I would love to see Rice University’s students 
carry on the message of the program into their 
professional lives — creating cultures in their com-
panies of being sexual violence and harassment 
free,” Vogt said.

As the new Director of Sexual Violence Preven-
tion, Vogt said she aims to connect Rice students 

with influences that can translate into their lives 
and equip them with the proper education. 

According to Vogt, the plan to achieve these 
objectives is to create programming that focuses 
on the topics of sex, sexual assault and domestic 
violence, as well as defining what consent is. 

“The programming is geared towards giving 
students the tools they need to be well educated 
and aware of sexual violence, in addition to car-
rying out healthy relationships in their personal 
lives,” Vogt said. 

According to Vogt, her department primarily 
wants to properly educate and prepare students 
for their lives after Rice. 

“[We want to] teach students how to have 
healthy relationships,” Vogt said. “We want to 
keep [the] campus safe and teach students how to 
exist in an environment with no sexual violence.”
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In response to recent reports from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill of 
athletes taking classes for eligibility without 
actually attending them, Rice University is 
reexamining potential risk factors that could 
lead to these “phantom classes.”

Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson 
said these phantom classes, which report-
edly sometimes require no class attendance 
or work, compromise the academic integrity 
of sports programs, and are opposed to Rice 
University’s standards.

“[Rice] will never compromise any of our 
ethical standards on any principle,” Hutchin-
son said. “We don’t think we have similar is-
sues, but it requires vigilance to make sure 
that we will not.”

According to Hutchinson, there are four 
academic advisors for athletes in the O5ce of 
Academic Advising. The advising for athletes 
is under a unified system so that it is analo-
gous to the advising for other students. The 
only additional factor for the advising of ath-
letes is to make sure the scheduling of classes 
accommodates the special demands on ath-
letes’ time.

“One of the ways that is significant in 
Rice is the fact that the academic advising of 
athletes is not part of the athletic program,” 
Hutchinson said. “We carefully coordinate 
between Dr. Karlgaard’s o5ce and mine to 
make sure that we are doing the best for our 
students. That significantly reduces the pos-
sibility of the conflict of interest that can re-
sult and compromise the academic integrity 
like UNC-Chapel Hill.”

At the Faculty Senate meeting on Nov. 
12, Director of Athletics Joe Karlgaard said 
despite Rice’s high degree of integrity, the 
university is still susceptible to this type of 
scandal. 

“I think that institutions that are not pro-
active at looking into these issues and mak-
ing sure that they are doing all they can … to 
guard against academic integrity issues are 
susceptible to them,” Karlgaard said. “Just 
because we are Rice, and just because we 

are an institution with high integrity, doesn’t 
mean we can’t pay attention to this issue.”

Karlgaard said the UNC-Chapel Hill scan-
dal is a cautionary tale for Rice. The scandal 
has brought together several di3erent de-
partments, including the O5ce of Academic 
Advising, Dean of Undergraduates and the 
athletic department, to reexamine Rice’s 
structure for potential risk factors that had 
not been considered previously. 

“When we first heard about the scope 
and scale of the issues in North Carolina, it 
caused us to come together and make sure 
that all the systems of checks are right,” Karl-
gaard said. “I don’t know if we are going to 
make any changes other than potentially sub-
tle ones — maybe how often we get our group 
together — but I would say that it’s something 
that we will be willing to evolve over time.”

In response to whether the classes that 
are known as easy and mostly taken by ath-
letes compromise Rice’s academic standard, 
Hutchinson said Rice designs classes to en-
sure students with all academic backgrounds 
can succeed academically. 

“Academic integrity has to do with mak-
ing sure that students are receiving appro-
priate academic instruction, being held ac-
countable for that and being appropriately 
accessed,” Hutchinson said. “That’s what 
went wrong with UNC-Chapel Hill. These 
phantom courses weren’t real courses and 
there’s no appropriate assessment in those 
courses.”

One student-athlete said she is not sur-
prised by the UNC-Chapel Hill scandal. She 
chose to remain anonymous to maintain her 
reputation. However, she said the problems 
at UNC-Chapel Hill do not reflect the situa-
tion of student athletes at Rice. 

“In the [statistics] class last semester, we 
had take-home tests and finals and some 
weekly assignments,” the student said. “I 
know some athletes just ask their friends for 
answers, and they basically learn[ed] noth-
ing from the class. [But] most student-ath-
letes here work really hard and actually do 
their own work. We have really good academ-
ic advisors; they help us a lot. For example, 
they would hire us tutors if we need help.”

New Director of Sexual Violence Prevention joins Rice

Rice takes steps to avoid 
“phantom class” scandal

0STRIKE
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This is an important 
moment for the e!ec-
tiveness of our [blanket 
tax] processes.

Ravi Sheth
SA President

are heavily disadvantaged in the application … 
They can get straight As and we don’t treat that 
as a straight-A student.”

At the Faculty Senate meeting, several facul-
ty members expressed support for reducing the 
extent to which AP credit is applied, including 
Gerald Dickens, a professor of earth science. 

“There should be a minimum threshold of 
what a student has to experience in college, has 
to experience in classes,” Dickens said. “There 
should be a minimum threshold of distribu-
tion.” 

Dickens said he was concerned with stu-
dents’ ability to get a Rice degree with a rela-
tively small number of actual college classes 
and students using exam credits for distribu-
tion and never taking classes outside of their 
major. 

“I think the argument that students are tak-
ing too many classes is false,” Dickens said. “It’s 
students taking [fewer] and using AP credits, 
consistently.”

However, the data presented by McIntosh 
showed the number of credits students earn at 
Rice generally is not a3ected by the number of 
pre-matriculation credits, at least for the large 
majority of students matriculating with fewer 
than 60 exam credits. The mean number of Rice 
credits earned by graduation increased slightly 
from 116.7 to 119 between 2006 and 2008.

“We didn’t see any trend [with regards to pre-
matriculation credits] there,” McIntosh said. 
“[Exam credits] allow students to experiment 
with more majors in di3erent types of schools.”

Michael Diehl, a professor of bioengineering 
and chemistry, also disagreed with the argument 
that students use exam credits to reduce the num-
ber of courses they take at Rice.

“It’s my impression that it could be quite the 
opposite,” Diehl said. “I’ve had a number of stu-
dents come through my laboratory who want to 
do research but don’t have the time … They’re 
loading up on credits, not getting out of them. I 
think there’s a tendency in the undergraduate 
populace to take too many courses.”

According to Wolf, the workload required 
by many majors, especially in natural scienc-
es and engineering, is di5cult for students 
to handle without pre-matriculation credit. 
Wolf questioned whether it was plausible to 
graduate with majors such as bioengineering 
without exam credit. Adrian Perez, a Brown 
College freshman, also said test credit could 
provide a valuable advantage.

“It’s helpful to have a head start with AP cred-
its, especially for engineering,” Perez said. “I 
think [the credit system] is fine how it is right now, 
but if they were to change something it would 
only be for specific majors … Like a chemistry 
major wouldn’t be able to use AP Chem, but any 
other major would be. I know [General] Chemistry 
is way harder than AP Chem.”

Cody VanZandt, a sophomore computer sci-
ence major, said his lack of AP credit has set him 
back in his major. VanZandt’s high school did not 
o3er AP classes for him to take.

“I know for sure it’s put me definitely be-
hind the ball on my Comp Sci degree, especially 
switching into Comp Sci sophomore year,” Van-
Zandt, a member of Brown College, said. “At this 
point, I’m going to have to take classes outside of 
Rice. Especially if you decide to change your ma-
jor, it makes a serious di3erence.”

0AP
            FROM PAGE 1
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Next semester, two courses in entrepreneur-
ship will be o5ered to undergraduate students. 
BUSI 460 and BUSI 461: Foundations of Entrepre-
neurship I: Strategy, and II: Financing, are the first 
undergraduates courses o5ered by the Jones Grad-
uate School of Business to deal with entrepreneur-
ship, according to Kris Ramesh, the deputy dean of 
academic a5airs at the Jones School.

“[The Jones School] is at a stage where we can 
actually start to invest more in the undergraduate 
program,” Ramesh said. “Several years ago, we 
started the undergraduate business minor pro-
gram, which is flourishing. This seemed like the 
natural next step.”

Ramesh said Yael Hochberg, the Ralph S. 
O’Connor Associate Professor Of Entrepreneurship 
at the Jones School, made the courses possible.

“[Hochberg] is considered one of the foremost 
experts on accelerator programs, is very passion-
ate about [these courses], and wants to reach out 

to as many undergraduate students as possible,” 
Ramesh said. “When she was hired, she was very 
focused on making this happen for undergradu-
ates students.”

According to Ramesh, the two courses are the 
first part of a new four-course sequence of entre-
preneurship curriculum designed based on obser-
vations of best practices at Stanford University, the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Northwest-
ern University and Cornell University.

“The vision is that undergraduate students will 
have a critical number of courses they can take in 
entrepreneurship,” Ramesh said. “We don’t know 
exactly what will happen down the road. The plan 
is for a new, full course sequence in entrepreneur-
ship curriculum for undergraduates, but whether 
that will lead into an entrepreneurship certificate 
or minor or whatever, we don’t know at this stage. 
But these courses are here for the long run and 
hopefully a start of a greater focus on entrepre-
neurship.”

According to Rajesh, the o5ering of the new 
undergraduate courses signifies the embracement 

of early entrepreneurship by Rice.
“The whole university is thinking about entre-

preneurship,” Rajesh said. “Everybody, including 
the Jones Business School and [business incuba-
tor] Rice Alliance, will be more focused on under-
graduates.”

Ramesh said the courses, which have no pre-
requisites, are designed for all students, not just 
those looking to obtain a business minor.

“If you look at Rice undergraduate students, 
they’re all brilliant, innovative and creative, and 
the next thing is to translate that to commercial 
success,” Ramesh said. 

The two courses are each 1.5 credits and half a 
semester long, with BUSI 460 in the first half of the 
semester leading into BUSI 461 in the second. BUSI 
460 deals with strategic considerations and deci-
sions for startups, while BUSI 461 covers seed and 
early-stage funding.

SA Executive Vice President Trent Navran said 
the new coursework is very welcome, and that Ho-
chberg is well qualified to lead the e5ort.

“These courses represent a fantastic develop-

ment in o5ering legitimate coursework for the 
entrepreneurially inclined,” Navran, a McMurtry 
College senior, said. “[Hochberg], who has par-
ticipated in the [SA’s] Rice Education of the Future 
Initiative, brings extensive entrepreneurial knowl-
edge and experience to Rice. Having been at Tech-
nion (Israel), Stanford, Northwestern and MIT, she 
knows what it’s going to take to take Rice to the 
heights it aspires to in entrepreneurship.”

Navran said that although the new courses will 
help, Rice will need an organization dedicated to 
facilitating entrepreneurship within and from the 
university itself.

“We both agree, however, that courses are only 
the beginning, and that Rice needs a full-fledged 
inward facing entrepreneurship organization and 
space that can truly bring together the ideas and 
e5orts of undergraduates, faculty and graduate 
students,” Navran said. “The Rice Alliance is ex-
cellent at its mainly outward-facing activities, and 
an inwards facing version of the Alliance is abso-
lutely necessary to catalyze entrepreneurship on 
campus.”
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The Rice University Student Association’s 
legislation to create the Blanket Tax Crack 
Team was passed at SA Senate on Nov. 12. 
The new team is now looking to review pro-
cesses that involve the current blanket tax 
system and to propose a better model for the 
system as a whole, according to team chair 
Nick Cornell.

Cornell, president of Sid Richardson Col-
lege, said the BTCT is an extension of the 
Blanket Tax Pod, a committee formed by the 
SA earlier this year to look into the blanket 
tax system. Cornell said an evaluation of the 
system as a whole was overdue, and the is-
sue was separate from the controversies in-
volving Honor Council.

“The motivation for having a pod con-
sider [the blanket tax] had little to do with 
Honor Council,” Cornell, a junior, said. “The 
general intuition was that what we’ve al-
ways done for the blanket tax may no longer 
meet the needs of students. We tried to keep 
our discussion at a higher level than a knee 
jerk response to recent events.”

Cornell said the BTCT is composed of 
people familiar with the blanket tax system 
who can provide leadership and knowledge. 
The team is thus composed of University 
Court Chair Brian Baran, Thresher Editor-in-
Chief Miles Kruppa, SA Treasurer Joan Liu, 
SA Parliamentarian Zach Birenbaum and 
current at-large Blanket Tax Standing Com-
mittee member Giray Ozseker.

According to the SA Senate Bill #5, the BTCT 
has three key goals: to examine current pro-
cesses and propose new mechanisms; to out-
reach stakeholders in the process; and to pres-
ent new text to be proposed as constitutional 
during the 2015 spring general elections.

Cornell said the BTCT first met Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, but the pod had already pro-
posed a new model to the SA. Cornell said 
the model and alternatives had not yet been 
fully fleshed out because blanket tax is such 
a comprehensive and complex process.

“Our work is much bigger than any one 
blanket tax process,” Cornell said. “We’re 
trying to consider the entire system from 
multiple perspectives. This means taking 
into consideration how organizations can 
get blanket tax funding, how and whether 
we should distinguish different types of in-
vestment and spending, how blanket tax 
funding can reflect student priorities, how 
to make sure organizations have predictable 
cash flows, etc.”

During the recent SA Senate meeting, the 
BTCT gave key questions they will seek to 
explore:

How can aggregate blanket tax revenues 
be regularly reviewed and realigned with 
student priorities?

How can the standard review move im-
mediate action on an organization due to 
technical violations or failure to use funds 
in line with the organization’s meeting?

Can different types of expenditures be 
considered at the campus-wide level when 
distributing funds to normalize these differ-
ences in organizations’ financial plans?

Cornell said he predicts that the BTCT 
will have drafted models to share with the 
SA by the end of the semester, and they will 
begin with comprehensive outreach next se-
mester. 

“This is going to be a crucial process, as 
we want both students and organizations to 
be better served, on average, by a new mod-
el,” Cornell said. “The end goal is to have 
amendments that propose our final recom-
mendation in time for elections.”

New entrepreneurship courses to be offered

Crack Team to propose 
new blanket tax system

Students gather in the academic quad to hold signs and 
stand in solidarity in response to grand jury ruling in Fer-
guson, MO on Nov. 25 in which O!cer Darren Wilson was 
not indicted for killing Michael Brown.

Holding 
strong
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Rice University Housing and Dining be-
gan the installation of 186 solar panels on 
the roof of South Jones College as a new 
source of sustainable power for student in-
habitants at the beginning of November. 
This solar panel project is the start of an in-
stitutional investment toward making Rice 
more eco-friendly, according to H&D Senior 
Operations Manager David Brown.

“Our main intent is to reduce our elec-
trical demands from the normal utility and 
generate some of our own green, renewable 
power to help [lower] costs and improve our 
environmental footprint,” Senior Electrical 
Engineer and Project Manager Jason Hoch-
stein said. 

According to Hochstein, aside from the 
power generated directly from the solar 
cells, there are additional energy conserva-
tion benefits from the solar panel project.

“The panels provide a degree of shad-
ing,” Hochstein said. “The goal there is to 
reduce the solar load to the building’s roof 
[to] reduce the air condition requirements 
for the facility.”

Hochstein said the panels will also help 
prevent the ultraviolet breakdown of the 
roof and protect the internal parts of the 
building, including the insulation and air 
conditioning system. In the long run, the 
solar panels will extend the life of the build-
ing, according to Hochstein.

According to Brown, Facilities Engineer-
ing and Planning is considering additional 
solar panel installments on other residen-
tial colleges and academic buildings. North 
Jones College is tentatively slated for a solar 
panel installment next summer. Brown said 
Jones was chosen to pilot the project be-
cause its roof structure best accommodated 
solar panels.

“One of the things that Housing and Dining 
is hopeful about is that if this is worth what 
we invested up to this point, we will continue 
to invest and add more solar panels to more 
buildings and make Rice a greener place,” 
Brown said.

The solar panel project at Jones is a learning 
experiment for both Rice as an institution and 
the student body according to Brown.

“We want to look at how going to a green 
source will benefit us and the university, and 
I am hoping that we can really set an example 
not just for other colleges, but for the students 
as they graduate and move on and take this les-
son with them and share it wherever they go,” 
Brown said. 

Because many students have expressed in-
terest in the development of this project, there 
will be an educative component for the student 
body focused on explaining how the panels 
operate and benefit the building and the envi-
ronment. 

“As an educational feature, we will be 
mounting a 42-inch television monitor in the 
main lobby of South Jones College that students 
will be able to look at to learn how the system is 
performing,” Hochstein said. 

Student involvement played a significant 
role in advancing this sustainability project.

“The solar panels at Jones have been a long 
time coming,” Lead Campus Eco-Representative 
Zach Bielak said. “For a while now, students 
have been pushing for more responsible and 
sustainable sources of energy, and it’s phenom-
enal that Rice has finally responded in a tan-
gible way. Hopefully, this project will pave the 
way for future energy projects at Rice — perhaps 
even solar panels on top of Lovett Hall!”

According to Brown, the sustainability proj-
ects at Rice involve support from institutional 
sta5 and students alike.

“Students are a part of this [green initia-
tive],” Brown said. “Everyone plays a part in the 
conservation.”

!"# solar panels to top 
Jones College south roof
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When I heard about students at University of 
California, Berkeley organizing a sit-in to protest 
the UC system’s approval of a five percent increase 
in tuition per year, amounting to a $612 increase 
next year, I actually sco!ed. This laughter was not 
in belittlement of the tuition increase or in disre-
gard for the plight of UC students; rather, I was bit-
terly amused at how much publicity this increase 
was receiving when Rice University has routinely 
increased student tuition by over three times that 
amount for the past decade. 

Rice had been consistently ranked by U.S. 
News and World Report as being a “Best Value 
College,” but I feel as if this is an artifact from the 
days when Rice o!ered a tuition competitive with 
state schools rather than Ivy Leagues. Tuition at 
Rice this year was $39,880, a $2,200 increase from 
last year, whereas Harvard University’s tuition 
was $42,292 for the 2013-14 academic year. I can-
not profess to be knowledgeable about the finan-
cials involved in running an institution like Rice, 
but with a nearly $5 billion endowment, it con-
fuses me why there seems to be a need to annu-
ally squeeze more and more out of students, espe-
cially at a rate nearly double the rate of inflation. 
Rice’s current tuition is nearly twice as much as it 
was in 2004. If tuition increases continue along 
this trend, the class of 2016 will have paid nearly 

$10,000 more in tuition than the class of 2012.
Much has been made of Rice’s “Vision for the 

Second Century” and the cost of educating a Rice 
student versus the cost of tuition, but I wonder 
how much legitimacy there is to that argument. 
The administration worries about students not 
getting into classes while simultaneously increas-
ing matriculating class sizes. College kick lists 
have grown increasingly longer as more students 
are admitted than we have room for. Why, then, is 
the cost of attendance increasing when the value 
seems to be rapidly diminishing? 

These issues are undoubtedly part of Rice’s 
current growing pains, but I would be quick to ig-
nore these problems if it weren’t for the absurdly 
high cost of attendance. I understand that not ev-
ery student at Rice pays full sticker price, but, as 
RAFSI constantly reminds us, someone still foots 
the di!erence in cost for students o!ered financial 
aid. If I were an alumnus, I would be outraged 
that a full scholarship given in 2004 would barely 
cover half of today’s cost of attendance. As a future 
alumnus, I question if this cost is justified. 

RAFSI’s statistic that the cost to educate a Rice 
student costs nearly twice the tuition cost makes 
me wonder where I’m getting a nearly $100,000 
education value per year.

Student debt and exponentially increasing 

tuition prices have become a major problem for 
students, so why doesn’t Rice table the visions of 
massive open online courses in favor of leading 
an unconventional fight against greatly inflated 
tuition prices? If Rice truly wants the brightest 
minds filling the frigid Herzstein Amphitheater, 
why not make Rice an even more tempting pros-
pect by making tuition much more competitive 
with that of our rivals? If Rice wants alumni to do-
nate, why not reduce the amount of student debt 
so that alumni have the capability to give back 
soon after graduation rather than decades after?

I love Rice with all of my heart, but I’m con-
cerned about its trajectory. I’m concerned that 
Rice is looking more toward dollars than change.
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Student petition remains 
option for altering Honor 

Council blanket tax

The Honor Council Blanket Tax 
Contingency Committee found Honor 
Council “in violation,” giving Honor 
Council one of the three necessary strikes 
for the committee to begin considering 
reducing or removing their blanket tax. 
The Contingency Committee did not hand 
Honor Council an “aggravated violation,” 
which would have counted as to strikes (see 
p.1).

To be found in aggravated violation, the 
committee would have to find Honor Coun-
cil with a surplus greater than 50 percent 
of annual blanket tax revenue, which they 
cannot justify and have not addressed in 
their proposed budget. 

In their revised budget, Honor Council 
planned for a 43 percent surplus. Addi-
tionally, while lowering the cost of their 
changeover dinner from $50 to $25 per 
head, Honor Council allotted an extra 
$1,250 for “miscellaneous food.” Honor 
Council has also budgeted money for new 
computers and iPads every three years and 
new furniture every five years.

Despite requests to submit records of 
their past C- and D-funds, Honor Council 
never provided them. Instead, they only 
provided forward-looking budgets to 
the committee, and the committee never 
punished them for not providing the old 
financials. 

The evidence shows that Honor Council 
should have been found in aggravated 
violation. Honor Council’s financials and 
actions satisfy all three conditions: They 
initially budgeted over 50 percent surplus, 
failed to justify their surplus by not provid-
ing the necessary documents and have not 
shown in their revised budgets that they 
have reasonably addressed their financial 
discretions. 

It also bears repeating that the Contin-
gency Committee can reduce or remove 
Honor Council’s blanket tax only if they are 
found, in the next three years, in violation 
twice or in aggravated violation once. Thus, 
if students want Honor Council’s blanket tax 
reduced or removed sooner than later, they 
must take initiative.

Interested students should start a peti-
tion to include a referendum on the general 
election ballot to reduce or remove Honor 
Council’s blanket tax funding. Five percent 
of the student body must sign the petition 
for it to be considered as an item on the 
general election ballot. For a motivated 
student leader, persuading approximately 
200 students to sign a petition should not 
be di"cult to achieve.

Until sweeping blanket tax reform oc-
curs, students must take advantage of the 
system in place to ensure the accountability 
of blanket tax organizations. It’s a relief 
that the contingency committee review is 
over, but the student body’s job has only 
just begun.

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial sta!. All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece’s author.

Like many Rice students, I am Type A. Since 
middle school, I’ve done everything at full intensi-
ty — pulled more all-nighters than I could possibly 
count, competed at the highest level of my sport 
of choice, completed hours of community service, 
etc. I had every next step planned and worked for 
it with all of my being. We’re all like this to some 
extent; that’s why we’re here, and that’s how we 
know it paid o!. 

But at the end of freshman year, I hit the 
ground hard. After two consecutive semesters 
of realizing my limitations in math and science, 
a relationship gone wrong and a back injury, I 
was falling apart. I didn’t know what I wanted to 
study, I was heartbroken and, though I had great 
friends who supported me, every morning I woke 
up in a state of crippling panic. Midway through 
the summer, I submitted a leave of absence form 
and registered for classes at my local university in 
Kentucky.

Taking a semester o! was only marginally less 
frightening than returning to Rice, and it was one 
of the hardest decisions I’ve made in my life. The 
first two weeks of fall semester, I cried constantly. I 
missed both my friends and Texas, and I felt like I 
had ruined my future. Yet, as time passed, I started 
to realize that not only had I done the right thing, 
but that it was also going to change my life for the 
better. When the semester was over and I returned 
to Rice a completely new and happy person, I 
knew I had to share my story.

To start, I want to address some of the fears 

that I had about deviating from the normal path. 
First, I was afraid my friends would forget about or 
replace me. This proved to be completely unwar-
ranted. When I returned to Rice, my friends were 
ecstatic to see me, and I know that that was not ex-
ceptional because I’ve felt the same way when my 
friends have returned from studying abroad since 
then. Due to our months apart, we had hours of 
conversation material, and we were just as close as 
before. They did not replace me; they were happy I 
was back and to have another friend to hang with. 

Second, I was worried I would be unhappy, 
lonely and bored. To be honest, I was all three 
of those things at some point, mostly toward the 
beginning of the semester. I found that I had less 
work and more free time, but no one to spend 
it with. Yet, I gradually realized that, though I 
missed my friends, I could enjoy time spent in soli-
tude. In fact, it proved to be important and restor-
ative. I developed a great sense of inner peace and 
was able to have fun doing activities like going to 
movies alone. I grew cognizant of how strong I am 
and that I can find happiness even in the tempo-
rary absence of those I love. I also got to spend a 
lot of time with my family, something that I value 
tremendously now that I see them for only a few 
weeks a year. Yes, I got lonely, but only through 
being lonely was I able to experience this tremen-
dous personal growth. 

Third, I was terrified that I had damaged my ac-
ademic career. Again, I worried for nothing. When 
I returned to Rice, I quickly earned my leadership 

positions back. I realized one semester o! had 
very little e!ect on my resume, especially since I 
made above a 4.0 GPA at the less competitive lo-
cal school. I am not only scheduled to graduate 
on time, but perhaps even earlier. To my surprise, 
my absence did not prevent me from reaching my 
goals; in fact, it was actually instrumental in help-
ing me achieve them. I had extra time to explore 
my options and figure out what I really wanted to 
study.

Taking time o! is not for everyone. However, if 
you feel confused, anxious and unhappy like I did, 
it may be a life-changing decision. It distresses me 
to think about how di!erently my life might have 
been if I had kept pushing myself through Rice. If 
I had, I would not be the calm, happy and confi-
dent person I am now. College is hard, but it’s not 
supposed to be miserable. Take care of yourself, 
take time o!, become the person you want to be.

The simplest way to have the cups returned is 
to put up fliers that say something funny, like 
“Cafeteria Amnesty Day.” Make the name broad 
enough so the silverware, plates, etc., may be 
returned as well. Mention that the “Dishwash-
er” accepts all dishes, even dirty ones. Place the 

fliers in visible places, like next to the mailbox-
es and on each floor next to the elevators. Place 
a box on each floor next to the elevator. Pick a 
day when the students will not be in a hurry to 
get to classes, like perhaps a Wednesday. En-
courage the floor sta! to support this e!ort. Or 

maybe they could even go around with a box to 
each room.

 
Patricia A. Morrison
Accounting Assistant III
Rice University

Letter to the Editor: How to gather the missing cups

Need a semester leave? Take it and don’t look back.

Rice should beat down ever-rising tuition

Michael He
is a Baker College 
junior.

Kaylen Strench 
is a Baker College junior
and a Thresher  
A&E  editor.
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

ALL OF THE 
LIGHTS

What’s better than lighting a giant 
Christmas tree? Watching the mayor 
light a giant Christmas tree, of course. 
This Friday, Dec. 5, Reliant will be spon-
soring the Mayor’s 2014 Holiday Cel-
ebration and Tree Lighting. The event 
starts at 6 p.m. and is free for all.
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USHER
Need I say more? Usher will return to 
the Toyota Center Dec. 5, in all of his 
glory. The R&B god will perform crowd 
favorites as well as new music from his 
highly-anticipated eighth studio al-
bum. The show, aptly named the “UR 
Experience,” will start at 7:30 p.m. and 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m.
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CHRISTMAS 
CAROL

It can’t be the holiday season 
without a solid dose of Dick-
ens. With veteran HFAC mem-
bers tackling the classic roles, A 
Christmas Carol is bound to put 
you in the right holiday spirit. See 
this classic story unfold Dec. 5-21. 
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POETRY SLAM
Don’t miss one of Houston’s larg-
est and most well-recognized slam 
events. Hear from Houston’s first 
poet laureate Gwendolyn Zepeda as 
well as poets from HBO’s DEF Poetry 
and Verses and Flow. The event kicks 
off at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6. 
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 1. Crack Some 
Nuts

There’s nothing 
like a warm, nostalgic 
tale to get you in the 

holiday spirit. From 
now until Sunday, Dec. 

28, you can catch the 
Houston Ballet’s rendition 

of The Nutcracker at Wortham Theater. The 
company has performed the show annually 
for more than 25 years, so they probably have 
it down by now. The sets are beautiful, the 
choreography is top-notch and the story is a 
classic. This is a Houston staple that every 
long-term or temporary resident should see 
at least once. Tickets go pretty fast, so be sure 
to buy early.

Location: 500 Texas Ave. — It’s down-
town, so you can just hop on the Metro.

Pricing: Tickets start at $55, but there are 
also resale sites like TicketNetwork where 
you can get them cheaper.

Website: houstonballet.org

2. Light it Up
Come for the ani-

mals, stay for the 
spectacle. This holi-
day season, the Hous-
ton Zoo will be coated 

with more than two 
million lights and will 

feature other festive touch-
es like a walk-in snow globe, larger-
than-life rotating ornaments and the Garden 
Railroad Village, an unbelievably beautiful 
model train exhibit. You can also munch on 

treats like funnel cakes, s’mores and sticky 
buns, or drink hot chocolate, beer and wine. 
If you just want to see some creatures, all of 
the animals that normally sleep during day 
visits will be wide awake. The party starts at 
6 p.m. and runs until 10 p.m. every night un-
til Jan. 4. 

Location: The Houston Zoo in Hermann 
Park — Just walk right across the street.

Pricing: You need a special admission 
ticket, not just a standard ticket to the zoo. 
Prices range between $11 and $15, depending 
on the date and if you order online. They’re 
also $2 cheaper Sunday through Thursday, 
except during Christmas week.

Website: houstonzoo.org

3. Skate ‘n’ Shop
You probably didn’t 

think much about ice 
skating when you de-
cided to go to college 
in Texas. However, 

thanks to the enormous 
rink at the Houston Gal-

leria, you absolutely can 
and should take to the ice. Throughout the 
holiday season, there’s unlimited public skat-
ing seven days a week. And Saturday nights 
7-9 p.m., a DJ will pump things up with some 
wilder jams. It’s fairly warm, the people-
watching is superb and the rink is beautiful. 
It’s also an enjoyable way to burn off some of 
those latkes and cookies you know you’re go-
ing to eat en masse as soon as you get home. 
And if you get bored of skating, well, you’re 
at the Galleria, the largest shopping mall in 
Houston. Knock out some holiday gifts for 
your loved ones or treat yourself for all your 

hard work this semester.
Location: 5015 Westheimer Rd. — The 

rink is in the Main Food Court. You can park 
in the Blue Garage off Westheimer or the Or-
ange Garage off West Alabama. Sadly, there’s 
no public transportation to the Galleria, but 
it’s not a far Uber ride.

Pricing: Admission and skate rental is $15 
— bring socks, though, because those are an 
extra $3.50. Saturday nights cost an addition-
al $1. These prices do not include the money 
you may blow buying yourself a bunch of 
stuff you don’t need at the hundreds of Gal-
leria shops.

Website: iceatthegalleria.com

4. Friday Flicks
If shopping and 

skating seem a tad 
too exhausting, then 
just head over to Dis-
covery Green. Every 

Friday night through 
Feb. 6, you can catch a 

quality flick at the urban 
park. Up until Christmas, there will be clas-
sic Christmas movies like A Christmas Story 
(Dec. 5), Miracle on 34th Street (Dec. 12) 
and Frozen (Dec. 19). Then, there will be 
popular season-neutral films like Where the 
Wild Things Are (Jan. 2), Willy Wonka & the 
Chocolate Factory (Jan. 9) and March of the 
Penguins (Jan. 16). Bring some blankets and 
chairs so you can watch from the Promenade 
or Lake House deck, and you can either tote 
your own snacks and drinks or buy some 
food, beer and wine at the Lake House. You 
can also skate at Discovery Green’s large rink 
for a small fee.

Location: Discovery Green, 1500 McKin-
ney — Discovery Green is right off the Metro; 
just get off at the Main Street Square stop.

Pricing: The movies are completely free; 
if you want to skate it’s $13.

Website: discoverygreen.com

5. Bizarre  
Bazaar

If you’re still in 
Houston on Dec. 15, 
you will have the good 

fortune of being able to 
attend one of downtown 

Houston’s greatest shop-
ping events. That Sunday, from noon to 5 
p.m., Mid Main’s Bizarre Holiday market will 
take over Main Street. Local vendors will be 
selling goods of all types — from clothing to 
jewelry to art and more. Popular local musi-
cians like Mitch Jacobs and the Allison Fisher 
Band will serenade you while you shop. You 
can also refuel by stopping at one of the 
abundant booths selling food and drinks. 
The festival is, of course, a great chance to 
get unique, last-minute holiday gifts, but it’s 
also a great chance to check out local Hous-
ton culture, jam out and snack on some great 
bites.

Location: 3700 Main St. — Just hop on 
the Metro and head toward Downtown, you 
should run right into it.

Pricing: Completely free — though you 
may spend a bit shopping, so bring some 
cash.

Website: Check it out on Facebook; just 
search “Bizarre Holiday Market.”

Article by A&E Editor Kaylen Strench

How to make your finals more festive
Transitioning from Thanksgiving break to a looming finals period may have you feeling down in the dumps. You feel a couple of pounds 

heavier, you’re regretting the five thermo classes you skipped last month and all you want is for it to be Christmas (or Hanukkah … or Kwan-
zaa … or just not finals, period). Well, snap out of it and stop being a whiner. Just because you’re not snuggling by the fireplace with a mug 
of hot cocoa doesn’t mean you can’t start embracing the holiday season. You live in Houston, one of the most exciting cities in the country. 
So, put on some pants, log out of Netflix and get moving! The Thresher did the heavy lifting and accumulated a list of the best festivities in 
the city this December; all you have to do is catch an Uber or the Metro and get going!
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Women should jump on the bro-show bandwagon

Houston chefs battle it out for prestigious Eater blog awards
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The first Saturday after Orientation Week, my 
roommate and I piled onto our guy friend’s bed 
with his roommate to watch some TV. “You’re go-
ing to love this show, trust me,” he said (he later 
admitted we were his first female friends). He 
plugged his HDMI cable into the television, and 
my roommate and I gasped in horror as a group 
of naked men waddle-ran across the screen with 
Oreos, well, shoved up their buttholes. We quick-
ly excused ourselves, reeling in disgust.

The boys had shown us Blue Mountain State, 
a prototypical “bro-show.” If you’ve ever perused 
Netflix, you should know what I’m talking about. 
Think Workaholics, The League and even It’s Al-
ways Sunny in Philadelphia. The formula doesn’t 
vary much: A group of stereotypical guys engage 
in inane schemes that typically end badly. Wom-
en are portrayed as either whiny, uptight party 
poopers or brainless sex dolls. The writing relies 
on crude and gross-out humor to get laughs; jokes 
rarely reach a high level of sophistication. 

You can’t really blame girls for turning up 
their noses. Superficially, they seem to have a 

pretty good case: “They’re gross,” “They’re sex-
ist,” “They’re stupid.” That’s certainly what I said 
last year when my brother begged me to watch 
Always Sunny with him. However, after binge-
watching two or three episodes, I started to realize 
I had gotten it all wrong. Not only did I laugh, but 
I also realized I might have been wrong about the 
show being sexist. 

First, “bro shows” don’t just stereotype wom-
en; they also stereotype men. In fact, they usu-
ally do it to men more extensively. Think about 
the guys in these shows — they conform to a 
total-slacker trope that is completely unflattering. 
They’re lazy, they’re usually not very intelligent, 
they’re gross, they’re uncultured and they have 
no ambition. The women in these shows are also 
portrayed terribly, but that’s the point. The series 
aren’t attempting to display reality — they’re es-
sentially blowing up stereotypes in order to ex-
pose them. In other words, they aren’t arguing 
that women are irrelevant, whiny or brainless; 
they’re pointing out the fact that this bias is root-
ed in societal conventions, just like the stereotype 
that men are uncultured, lazy and only care about 
beer and sports.

Feminists (like myself) should also stop 

knocking crude “male” humor. If we accept that 
women are equal to men in many more ways than 
not, then I don’t think we can really argue that 
our senses of humor, at base, are that much dif-
ferent. Society might create di5erent expectations 
for men and women on how to respond to crude-
ness, but that doesn’t mean women don’t think 
politically-incorrect jokes or gross-out humor are 
funny when they let their guard down. Truthfully, 
if women want to chip away at the patriarchal 
structure, we need to shed the notion that we 
can’t find fart jokes funny. And to be honest, most 
of the girls I know think fart jokes are hilarious — 
even if they wouldn’t admit it to their boyfriends. 

However, while I do think women should be 
able to enjoy bro shows, I definitely don’t expect 
nor want them to start throwing out their Sex in 
the City DVD sets just yet. Bro shows are never go-
ing to hold as much mass appeal for women as 
other series due to the simple fact that women 
are not their target audience. Just like Black En-
tertainment Television is supposed to address 
the unique experience of African Americans, bro 
shows are designed to appeal to, well, bros. Their 
writers are focused on addressing common as-
pects of life for American men, not women. That 

doesn’t mean it’s not watchable for women, just 
like BET can be enjoyable for people of any race. 
It just means it’s not going to include material im-
mediately relatable to the unique female experi-
ence, which is undoubtedly di5erent not because 
women are fundamentally di5erent from men, 
but because our culture and society create di5er-
ent challenges for each gender. Women should 
respond to this fact by encouraging the creation 
of TV series with “bro show” humor delivered by 
female leads. A great example is Comedy Cen-
tral’s Broad City, which features unabashedly-hu-
man girls who don’t shy away from crude humor, 
plan outrageous and ill-conceived stunts and find 
meaning without, and even sometimes in spite of, 
the men in their lives.

In short, women need to stop hating on bro 
shows. Criticizing the humor is self-defeating — it 
implies irrational, fundamental di5erences be-
tween the sexes. Men are portrayed just as badly 
as women, and the shows aren’t making norma-
tive statements or attempting to reflect reality. 
Instead of bashing bro shows, women should 
co-opt their humor and formulas to create new 
shows populated with female leads. Until then, 
keep the fart jokes coming.
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The national blog Eater announced the win-
ners of its annual Houston restaurant awards this 
past Monday. The awards honored restaurants and 
chefs in six categories: Restaurant of the Year, Chef 
of the Year, “So Hot Right Now” (recognizing res-
taurants with a high level of trendiness), Bartender 
of the Year, Saddest Closing and “Stone Cold Stun-
ner,” recognizing restaurants with especially im-
pressive decor. Nominees were selected by local 
food critics and the final winners determined by 
votes from the blog’s readers.

This year’s biggest winner was chef Ryan Pera. 
Pera won both Chef of the Year and Restaurant of 

the Year for his newly opened Italian/American 
restaurant, Coltivare. Though new this year on the 
Houston restaurant scene, Coltivare has already 
topped more than one “Best of Houston” list, 
named Houston’s top new restaurant by the blog 
Thrillist earlier this month. Pera, who opened Col-
tivare after serving as a partner at Revelry Market, 
specializes in pizza and locally-grown ingredients. 
The menu at Coltivare changes often but is known 
for its inventive use of fresh local ingredients, many 
of which are grown in Coltivare’s house garden.

Tout Suite won the “So Hot Right Now” award 
over Pax Americana, which failed to win any 
awards despite being nominated for three. Tout 
Suite, opened earlier this year, took advantage of 
the make-your-own-dish model popularized by 

chains like Chipotle to become one of downtown’s 
most popular spots. Especially popular among the 
health and price conscious, Tout Suite is known 
for its fresh custom salads, killer sandwiches 
priced as low as $6 and its outstandingly creative 
brunch menu.

Bartenders of the Year Leslie Ross and Shed-
dan Harvey seemed sure to win as soon as their 
plans for expanding Triniti’s bar into its own en-
tity came to light. Their new bar, Sanctuari, which 
has been open separately from its parent restau-
rant, Triniti, for less than a month, has emerged 
far ahead of its time in its approach to cocktails. 
Ross and Harvey’s menu incorporates Campari ice 
filters, lemon pollen, Thai chilies, rose petals, fish 
sauce, real smoke and more into its drinks, which 

have been received as the most beautiful, inventive 
and delicious cocktails in Houston. 

This year’s Saddest Closing was awarded to 
Van Loc. The owners of the beloved Vietnam-
ese and vegetarian restaurant decided to retire 
and close Van Loc’s doors in mid-October. As 
news of the closing spread, patrons flocked to 
the Fourth Ward location in such large numbers 
that Van Loc was closed three days early after  
running out of food.

The final award, “Stone Cold Stunner,” went to 
KUU restaurant. Helmed by chef Addison Lee, the 
elegant Japanese restaurant in Memorial City has 
had a remarkable year, winning accolades for its 
fresh sushi, notable wine list and delicate presen-
tations, as well as its decor.
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2014 in Review

B!"# D!$%# A&$%':  
Ought, More Than Any Other 
Day

Ought, a quartet hailing from Montreal’s 
McGill University but consisting entirely of 
Americans, turned heads with their debut 
album last spring. More Than Any Other 
Day proved to be a progressive, Talking 
Heads-influenced take on punk. Frontman 
Tim Beeler’s aggressive and humorous talk-
singing, passionate yelps and sarcastic 
throwaway thoughts contribute to song of 
the year contender and university protest 
tune “The Weather Song” —“Doesn’t even 
matter if we won’t say it anymore, we won’t 
take it anymore yeah I just wanna revel in 
your lies!”

M("# H)*"#!+ A&$%': 
Aphex Twin, Syro

This year saw the release of new music under 
Cornwall’s Richard D. James’s Aphex Twin moni-
ker for the first time in over a decade, and with 
it comes the newly-invented genre-attachment 
‘IDM’ — Intelligent Dance Music. That is to say, 
if music is too fun and catchy, somehow it can’t 
be intelligent, and if music is weird enough that 
it’s not fun to dance to, it can be appreciated by 
only the magna cum laude of society. This isn’t to 
hate on Aphex Twin; by all accounts he’s a hard-
working musician. But to call this anything other 
than what it is — experimental electronic that will 
pleasure some and turn others o3 — would be a 
disservice. But I guess if you want to make friends 
at Black Hole Co3ee, name-dropping a track like 
“XMAS_EVET10 (Thanaton3 Mix),” is a good start.

M("# D)",**()-#)-. A&$%': 
The Black Keys, Turn Blue

For a band that took eight long years to make 
it to the big time, The Black Keys sure like to run 
their mouths. Starting wars of words with ev-
eryone from Jack White to Miley Cyrus to Justin 
Bieber, the Keys made themselves known as two 
of the top jerks in music in 2014 (Sun Kil Moon’s 
Mark Kozelek wins for literally writing a song in-
structing another artist to ‘suck his cock’). The 
best way to denounce their haters would have 
been to deliver a dynamite follow-up to 2011’s 
hit-studded El Camino. Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
they churned out the over-drenched and imper-
sonal Turn Blue, an album so filled with Black 
Keys’ cliches and devoid of actual hits that it 
comes across as more of a Black Keys parody 
album. Something something karma... 

B!"# C(/!+ A&$%': 
Andrew Bird, Things Are Really 
Great Here, Sort Of

Classically-trained violinist, singer, song-
writer and professional whistler Andrew 
Bird’s latest addition to an already impres-
sive discography is a record of all cover songs 
by his friends and fellow folk musicians, The 
Handsome Family. The duo has spent over 
fifteen years making dark, haunting folk 
music, but Bird turns these tracks on their 
heads by raising the lyrics to lilting, fantastic 
places accompanied by glockenspiel, piano, 
banjo and, of course, his ever-present violin. 
The resulting interpretations are lighter but 
more fully-formed than the Handsome Fam-
ily’s originals. 

B!"#/W!)+0!"# S!1 A&$%': 
FKA Twigs, LP1

No one will claim that FKA Twigs, aka Ta-
lia Barnett, isn’t making R&B music. It’s just 
the most bizarre, most alien-sounding album 
about sex to come out in years. Barnett’s mini-
malist arrangements, occasionally coming to a 
head in a rush of synths, combined with her 
high-pitched vocals, give the impression that 
she may be singing about creatures of another 
species. But, still, the album is a fascinating 
and sensual listen, with tracks such as “Two 
Weeks” climaxing with incredible half-pas-
sionate half-biology-field-report croons — 
“Higher than a streamer thinking of new ways 
to do each other / pull out the incisor give me 
two weeks you won’t recognize her!”

B!"# R,* A&$%': 
Run The Jewels, Run The Jewels 2

Perhaps the best rap duo since Outkast, Atlan-
ta’s Killer Mike and New York’s El-P were two ag-
ing industry veterans until El-P produced Mike’s 
album R.A.P. Music in 2012. Collaborating for the 
third time on RTJ2, the two 39-year-olds have de-
livered the most devastating, aggressive, cynical, 
sneering rap album of the year and in recent mem-
ory. The pair focuses their attention on society’s 
shortcomings and manifest them in what they re-
fer to as ‘fuckboys.’ Every RTJ2 track sounds like a 
personal attack from two guys who have seen the 
music industry go awry. The couplets are often so 
clever they require additional thought to under-
stand how you’ve just been served — “You want a 
whore in a white dress, I want a wife in a thong.”

2014 is nearly over, and the music world has all but come to a close un-
til January, unless we get another surprise Beyonce or (fingers crossed!) 
Kendrick Lamar album for Christmas. Rather than rank albums in a giant 
head-to-head end-of-the-year list, I decided to give various eclectic awards 
to a select group of albums that represents music from a variety of genres.

Article by Benjamin Huber-Rodriguez
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A&$%' O7 T5! Y!,+: 
Mac Demarco, Salad Days

“As I’m getting older, chip up on 
my shoulder, rolling through life to roll 
over and die” starts Mac on the opening 
title track of Salad Days. The industry’s 
most beloved troll took a turn for the 
serious on his third LP, writing songs 
not just about smoking cigarettes and 
what his mom’s cooking for dinner, but 
also tackling the personal problems he 
hides so well in public. Three songs on 
the record deal with his longtime girl-
friend, a fellow Canadian immigrant 
facing possible deportation. “Salad 
Days” and “Goodbye Weekend” dem-
onstrate Mac’s understanding of his 
need to mature despite his desire to 
continue living a boyish, charmed life. 
And through it all, we never lose the dis-
tinctive, detuned guitarwork and dirty 
basslines, all so relaxed and groovy that 
the deeper messages in these songs can 
easily be missed in favor of relishing the 
sublime musicianship. Salad Days is 
both a chill jam of a listen and an album 
about growing up — the perfect combi-
nation for your average Thresher reader  
or anyone needing 36 minutes of both 
reflection and utter bliss.  



!Sports is on Twitter. Get the scoop at twitter.com/ThresherSports
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The Rice University football team (7-5, 5-3 C-
USA) had its worst defensive outing of the sea-
son against Louisiana Tech University on Satur-
day, Nov. 29, losing 76-31 in a game that decided 
the victor of the Conference USA West Division.

The Owls struck first in the game on a field 
goal from senior kicker James Hairston on 

their first offensive drive but would not hold 
a lead for the remainder of the game. Louisi-
ana Tech went on to score three touchdowns 
in the first quarter and added another in the 
second. The game went to halftime with Loui-
siana Tech up 28-17.

Despite narrowing the lead to 28-24 early 
in the second half, Louisiana Tech scored 42 
unanswered points in the third and fourth 
quarters to give the Bulldogs their season-high 
score, while also giving Rice its third-worst de-
fensive performance in school history and the 
worst since surrendering 77 points to Louisiana 
State University in 1977.

Louisiana Tech recorded 677 yards of total 
o-ense. The Bulldogs had three receivers — ju-

nior Paul Turner (122), sophomore Trent Taylor 
(120) and freshman Carlos Henderson (114) — 
record at least 100 yards receiving on the day. 
Junior running back Kenneth Dixon finished 
with 137 rushing yards and three touchdowns.

The Rice defense allowed multiple big 
plays, allowing touchdowns of 72, 35, 31, 58 
and 35 yards.

Junior quarterback Driphus Jackson had his 
best statistical day of the season in the loss. 
Jackson completed 25 of 40 passes for 337 yards 
and four touchdowns, along with three inter-
ceptions. Jackson now has 2,524 yards and 21 
touchdowns on the season.

Senior wide receiver Jordan Taylor had 10 
catches for 136 yards and a touchdown, and 

senior wide receiver Mario Hull added a pair of 
touchdowns for the Owls. 

Rice recorded only 34 yards rushing on the 
day, one-fifth of the season average of 170 yards 
per game on the ground. Sophomore running 
backs Jowan Davis and Darik Dillard led the 
rushing attack, and had 19 and 16 yards rush-
ing, respectively. The rest of the team combined 
for -1 yard.

Rice must now wait to find out its bowl des-
tination. Possible bowl games are the Heart 
of Dallas Bowl, the Hawaii Bowl and the Boca 
Raton Bowl, among others. Rice has had three 
consecutive winning seasons for the first time 
in school history and will be going to its third 
straight bowl game.

WHOOPED

Rice vs. LA Tech

!"-#$

"#$%&'() %*"' +&,-'&*" "#..$/*"+&*#/(
Redshirt sophomore wide receiver Zach Wright tries to juke a defender during a 76-31 loss against Louisiana Tech University. The game marked the worst defensive performance in 37 years for the 
Owls, who allowed 76 points and 677 yards. With the win, Louisiana Tech clinched the C-USA West title and will face Marshall University in the conference championship.

Lousiana Tech reels o! "# unanswered points in win
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With Rice University’s regular football 
season in the books, the Owls now await 
their postseason bowl destination. For the 
first time in school history, Rice will head to 
its third consecutive bowl appearance after 
winning the 2012 Armed Forces Bowl over 
the Air Force Academy 33-14 and losing last 
season in the Liberty Bowl to Mississippi 
State University 44-7.

According to NCAA Bowl regulations, 
a team must earn six wins to become bowl 
eligible, although it does not ensure a bowl 
appearance. Seven wins in a season essen-
tially guarantees that a team will earn a bid 
to a bowl game. With Rice’s seventh victory 
against the University of Texas, El Paso on 
Nov. 21, Rice practically guaranteed itself 
a position to play in a number of possible 
bowl games.

According to postseason bowl proce-
dures, the winner of the Conference USA 
Championship automatically chooses which 
C-USA-affiliated bowl game to participate 
in, and it is almost guaranteed that the win-
ner will choose the Autozone Liberty Bowl, 
as Rice did last year. This season, Marshall 
University and Louisiana Tech University 
will play for that right in the C-USA Cham-
pionship Game in Huntington, West Virginia 
on Saturday, Dec. 6. 

C-USA is one of the only conferences in 
the Football Bowl Subdivision that does not 
have a pecking order for bowl games. Typi-
cally, teams are assigned to bowl games de-

pending on their final rankings within their 
conference. For C-USA, however, bowl-eligi-
ble teams (programs with six or more wins) 
must wait for an invitation from each bowl’s 
representatives and accept or decline the in-
vitation. 

Each of the bowls will typically offer invi-
tations to the schools that they believe will 
bring in the most revenue via ticket sales and 
television deals. Therefore, larger schools 
will usually receive invites from more pres-
tigious bowls over smaller programs, even if 
they have fewer wins, because of their larger 
fan bases that are often willing to travel to 
bowl games.

Excluding the Liberty Bowl, C-USA has 
six primary bowl tie-ins: the Gildan New 
Mexico Bowl, the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas 
Bowl, the Boca Raton Bowl, the Popeye’s Ba-
hamas Bowl, the Sheraton Hawaii Bowl and 
the Duck Commander Independence Bowl. 
The Boca Raton and Bahamas Bowls are 
both in their inaugural seasons, and this is 
the first year the New Mexico Bowl has been 
affiliated with C-USA.

For Rice, any of those bowl games are 
possible destinations, although some think 
certain bowls are more likely than oth-
ers. Rice football beat writer Joseph Duarte 
of the Houston Chronicle said he believes 
Rice’s most likely bowl destinations are the 
New Mexico or the Hawai’i Bowls. According 
to Phil Steele, a college football pundit with 
the most accurate bowl predictions for the 
past 16 years, Rice will most likely head to 
the Hawaii Bowl to face Fresno State Univer-
sity on Dec. 24. 

Bowl destination di!cult to predict despite eligibility
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When he came to Rice University in the 
summer of 2013, Athletic Director Joe Karl-
gaard knew the limitations he had to work 
with. Having worked in the athletic depart-
ments at Stanford University and Oberlin Col-
lege, Karlgaard knows what it takes to run an 
athletic department at a school that values 
academics as its first priority.

Karlgaard said Rice was an appealing des-
tination to him due to the school’s emphasis 
on academics as well as the potential to in-
crease the visibility of the athletic programs.

“What brought me here was the academic 
profile first and foremost and the fact that 
Rice has a long and very storied history of 
competing at a high level in Division 1 ath-
letics,” Karlgaard said. “Those two things to-
gether coupled with the idea that athletics is 
a little undervalued and that we could be a bit 
better than we are now — all of those things 
in equal amounts drew me to the program.”

Karlgaard released a new “Vision for Rice 
Athletics” this past summer. Upon being 
hired from Stanford where he was an assis-
tant athletic director, Karlgaard came to Rice 
as the university’s new athletic director in 
September 2013. 

Since coming to Rice, Karlgaard has made 
his goals for the program publicly clear. In his 
“Vision for Rice Athletics,” Karlgaard listed 
four principles that he hopes will drive the 
future of Rice Athletics. 

First, Karlgaard said he wants Rice to have 
athletic competitiveness. That is, all 16 var-
sity sports should compete for conference 
championships and national Top 25 rankings. 

Second, there should be an emphasis on 
academic success. According to Karlgaard, 
Rice student-athletes should graduate at or 
above the Rice average percentage.

The third principle is life education and 
achievement. According to Karlgaard, this 
will work to prepare student-athletes for life 
after collegiate athletics.

The fourth and final component of the Vi-
sion is what Karlgaard refers to as “Rice Val-
ues.” This will consist of having the athletic 
department’s goals remain consistent with 
the goals of the university and the “Vision for 
the Second Century” outlined by President 
David Leebron.

According to Karlgaard, he has spent his 
first year acquainting himself with Rice stu-
dents, student-athletes, alumni and fans to 
gauge interest and get ideas on how to move 
the athletic department forward. Karlgaard 
said while he had goals coming into Rice, he 
wants to make sure his actions reflect the in-
terests of the Rice community.

“I had one overarching original goal, and 
that was to make the place better,” Karlgaard 

said. “But I didn’t quite have a feel of how to 
do that and what would be important to our 
community and people in the surrounding 
community.”

According to Karlgaard, his plan on gaug-
ing the interest of the Rice community has 
lasted longer than he originally anticipated.

“I thought I’d spend 90 days going around 
talking to people, finding out what was im-
portant to them, testing things then synthe-
sizing that information,” Karlgaard said. “It 
turns out, it took way longer than 90 days. I 
wanted to make sure I got it as right as I could 
get it.”

According to Karlgaard, talking to people 
in the Rice community has increased belief in 
the future of athletics.

“I think there’s a healthy sense of opti-
mism around Rice,” Karlgaard said. “People 
believe in the vision we have for Rice athlet-
ics, and people believe things can get better.”

With Karlgaard’s Vision in place, the Rice 
athletic department will be looking to con-
duct fundraising and employ new economic 
strategies to help programs succeed. Karl-
gaard said his goals include generating reve-
nue, which will in turn help programs achieve 
athletic success.

“My main goals include putting new facili-
ties and endowments in place, selling more 
tickets, arming coaches with the tools they 
need to be successful and developing better 
relationships with our students athletes,” 
Karlgaard said.

With such a small student body and alum-
ni base, Karlgaard said raising funds for ath-
letics can be a challenge. However, Karlgaard 
said he embraces the challenge and believes 
he can achieve his goals.

“I think it’s challenging to try and fund 
what we do given our size,” Karlgaard said. 
“If you’re at a large state institution, you’re 
the beneficiary of tax dollars and student 
fees. However, when we’re out raising money 
from our alumni, we only have around 45,000 
living alumni. In order to raise enough funds, 
we have to think about how we sell Rice ath-
letics to other people in the Houston com-
munity. The funding issue is not insurmount-
able, but it’s challenging.”

Despite the challenges of fundraising, 
Karlgaard has extensive experience in the 
field. At Stanford, Karlgaard was responsible 
for balancing a $90 million annual budget 
and led the Athletics Department’s efforts in 
raising $52 million in 2012, the greatest sin-
gle-year increase in the school’s fundraising 
history.

One of Karlgaard’s primary concerns for the 
near future is the renovation of Rice Stadium, 
a 64-year old facility that has not had improve-
ments in decades. The plan for renovation in-
cludes a $30 million dollar project that calls for 
a new North end zone facility that will replace 
the otherwise empty endzone and scoreboard 
on that side of the field, in addition to other 
minor improvements. The design calls for a 
60,000 square foot facility in the end zone that 
will attract recruits and fans.

Karlgaard said the fundraising for the proj-
ect is almost complete.

“We are 85 to 90 percent through fundrais-
ing with this,” Karlgaard said. “We just have a 
few verbal commitments we need to button up.”

Other tangible accomplishments during 
Karlgaard’s tenure include the hiring of new 
men’s basketball Head Coach Mike Rhoades 
from Virginia Commonwealth University and 
generating a new five-year contract for head 
football coach David Bailiff. 

Rice has also claimed six conference titles 
during Karlgaard’s tenure. Last academic 
year, Rice won five conference titles, a school 
record. This year, Rice has already claimed a 
conference title in soccer after winning the 
Conference USA Tournament. 

According to Karlgaard, the end goal is to 
have athletic programs that are competitive 
on the local and national stages. Karlgaard 
said he believes that goal is attainable in the 
near future.

“Everyone has a chance to win the con-
ference,” Karlgaard said. “We won five con-
ference titles last year and I think we have 
a chance to win five more. We are a relevant 
player on the national level; we want to be in 
a conversation with our peer institutions both 
regionally and academically.” 

Not your average Joe :
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New Mexico Bowl
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Hawaii Bowl
H'('!#!#, HI

Boca Raton Bowl
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Heart of Dallas Bowl
D*!!*,, TX

Bahamas Bowl
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Independence Bowl
S-$&/&0'$+, LA

Athletic Director Joe Karlgaard hopes for big 
payo! from four-point athletics initiative
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The Rice University men’s basketball 
team lost all three games this past week-
end in the Great Alaskan Shootout, an an-
nual early-season tournament held in An-
chorage, Alaska. 

In the first match, Rice played Mercer 
University, who beat No. 2 ranked Duke 
University in the NCAA Tournament last 
year. The game went into overtime, with 
Rice eventually losing 77-71. The next day, 
Rice lost 76-74 to Washington State Univer-
sity. Rice lost its final game on Saturday, 
their third in less than 40 hours, to Divi-
sion II University of Alaska, Anchorage 
65-54. 

Senior forward Seth Gearhart led the 
team in scoring over the weekend, with 
49 points total, including a season-high 22 
against Washington State.

Head Coach Mike Rhoades said the 
team continually got better throughout the 
tournament but was stunted by fatigue at 
the end of the week.

“The crazy thing about [the tourna-
ment] is we got better, we just didn’t get 
the results we wanted,” Rhoades said. “We 
played three nights in a row, with our last 
two games being real quick turn arounds. 
We didn’t have much left in the tank on the 
third night. No excuses, we still have to 
find a way and overcome being tired.”

Rhoades also said the team had trouble 
closing out games.

“We just couldn’t put 40 minutes to-
gether to pull out a win,” Rhoades said. 
“That was disappointing. ... This is going 
to be a process. One thing I can say about 
our guys is they have a great attitude about 
it. They know this process is going to take 
time, but we’re close.”

The Owls’ next game is Wednesday, 
Dec. 3 against Houston Baptist University, 
followed by a game against St. Edward’s 
University Saturday, Dec. 6.

Men’s basketball 
loses three in 
Alaska tourny
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The Rice University women’s basketball 
team began the 2014-15 season by winning 
three of their first five games, including four of 
five at home.

After an opening day victory over Prairie 
View A&M University, the Owls lost to Associ-
ated Press No. 5 Texas A&M University on the 
road despite trailing less than 10 points for 
the majority of the game. Since then, the Owls 
have won two of their last three games.

On Monday, Nov. 24, the Owls defeated Tex-
as A&M University, Corpus Christi with a final 
score of 59-54. Following the victory, Rice de-
feated Alcorn State University 61-33 on Friday 
evening. With the wins, the Owls improved to 
3-2 on the season. 

Ten of the 11 Owls who entered the game 
against Alcorn State recorded points. Sopho-
more forward Jasmine Goodwine led the team 
in scoring with 15 points while junior forward 
Megan Palmer snagged a season-high 13 re-
bounds. Rice won the battle of the paint with a 

40-18 point margin, thanks in part to a balanced 
attack of post play and drives to the basket.

The o7ense built an early lead due in part 
to Rice’s best defensive performance of the sea-
son. Rice allowed just seven points to the Lady 
Braves throughout the entire first half. Alcorn 
State shot 3-32 from the field (9 percent) and 
1-8 from three-point range. The seven points 
allowed in the first half tied a Rice record, and 
the 33 points for the game were the sixth-few-
est points allowed in school history. 

With a mix of returning players and new 
additions to the squad, Head Coach Greg Wil-
liams said he was pleased with the balanced 
attack the o7ense showed on Friday night. 

“We feel we are able to play nine or 10 play-
ers each game and figure out who is playing well 
on any given night,” Williams said. “Hopefully 
as we play more games we can get some more 
consistency, individually and as a team.” 

Williams said the team will rely heavily on 
the play of seniors, especially forward Christal 
Porter, in order to be successful this season.

“We have five seniors, and [we] are counting 
on them to finish their Rice careers with strong 
seasons,” Williams said. “Christal [Porter] is our 
most experienced returning player, and we are 
hoping she has a breakout year. She has been re-
bounding well to start the season, and we hope 
her scoring will follow suit as she is capable of 
being a double-double performer each game.”

Williams said he is also optimistic about 
the incoming crew of freshman in his arsenal. 

“Freshman Shani Rainey has started our 
first five games, so she has made an immedi-
ate impact,” Williams said. “Wendy Knight has 
been solid in practice, and we have a lot of con-
fidence in her.”

The Owls next face o7 against the Univer-
sity of Houston on Wednesday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. 
on the road. The Owls will then return to Tudor 
Fieldhouse on Saturday, Dec. 6 to face Stephen 
F. Austin University before taking a two-week 
recess for final exams. 

Women’s basketball wins 
three of first five games
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Martel College senior Gracie Oribamise goes for the flag pull during a 6-0 win over the Gradu-
ate Student Association. Martel now advances to the Championship to face Lovett College.

Hopefully, as we 
play more games we 
can get some more 
consistency. 

Greg Williams
Head Coach
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The Backpage is satire and written by Reed Thornburg, and this week Dennis Budde and Andrew Stout collaborated. For comments or questions, please email turnt@rice.edu. 

was the week before finals, and all through Rice U 
All the students were studying, feeling so blue. 
The keg shells stood empty, not a party in sight, 
And not a creature at pub, even on Thursday night.

All freshmen and seniors were sleeping e3ectively 
While dreaming of A’s and C-pluses, respectively, 
And Hutch in his Oxford, and Leeb in his bald 
had just settled down for a long semester-in-review-budgetary-meeting.

I looked at my laptop and then down at my feet 
For my name lay atop an otherwise empty sheet 
Margins changed, font size adjusted, and such 
I’ve hit writers block, with not very much.

Then out in the quad there arose such a roar, 
That it hella pissed o3 the entire sixth floor. 
I looked up from Yik Yak, then back down again, 
To see seven Yaks ‘bout the unearthly din (also one spontaneous).

“What the fuck was that?” and also “That sound >>>>>>>>” (+29) 
Made it clear that the source was known by none ‘round. 
I decided to rise from the word I had writ. 
I’d be the one to investigate it.

Five stars shone brightly in Houston’s night sky, 
Wait ... one star, three airplanes and one satellite. 
I arrived in the quad not three hours later 
(Hey, I’m from Brown, so don’t be a hater). 

Then out in the quad I saw such a crowd 
And terrible music was louder than loud. 
Of this strange scene I knew not what to make, 
Was it DJ Chaney and a large Harlem Shake? 

My god, it was! And Usain Bolt too! 
No, wait, that’s just some other track dude. 
“Come Baker, come Lovett, come Hanszen!” he called, 
“Come Duncan, come Brown, I — uh, think I — uh, got them all?”

I stayed for a little, a moment or two, 
but then it was over as quick as I knew. 
So I left on that eve and went searching for fun, 
For you can’t fail a paper you haven’t begun. 

To co3ee I went, but as I wandered along, 
I found myself stopped by a trembling throng. 
I cursed my stupidity, my head I did shake, 
I had forgotten the president’s studying break!

I then overheard there was pizza inside! 
That’s honestly worth two days in this line. 
So I stood and I waited, and waited and stood, 
But pizza was coming! So my spirits stayed good.

I approached just the front tip of the great snake of friends, 
When I learned that the pizza had come to an end. 
“Oh woe is me!” and “Oh me oh my!” 
I screamed to the heavens my horrible cry.

And back to my room, I slunk like a snail, 
To wallow and weep in a pint of fine ale. 
And sitting right there, on my floor good and drunk, 
I heard a strange sound in my roommate’s bunk. 

Afraid for my eyes in a timid inspection, 
I called to my friend with a drunken inflection. 
“Dave, is that you?” my voice quivered with fright 
For I worried Dave wasn’t alone this good night. 

“Uh, no,” said a strange and gru3 voice in the dark, 
“Uh ... shit,” the voice said, as I made the lights spark. 
It was an old bearded man, his clothes dirty and torn. 
“HOLY FUCK IT’S SANTA!” I shrieked, like on Christmas morn.

“Uh. What?” said the man, so jolly and stout, 
“No, I’m just homeless, but I can get out.” 
But I knew he was joking, that spritely old elf, 
As he grabbed my friend’s laptop from top o’ the shelf.

“Good plan,” said I, words slurring a bit, 
“Yes, take that there laptop and give it a fix.” 
But he was already gone, with a sni3 of his nose, 
And to think I thought my roommate was bangin’ some hoes. 

At dawn I awoke and I needed a drink 
But found my own laptop lay there in the sink. 
The ‘s’ key missing and the tap water dripping, 
12 pages I saw, all set for submitting!  

You see, kids, when you give it your all 
Terrible things are destined to fall. 
If you simply sit back and drink too much 
Christmas happens!

  

Merry finals to all!  
And to all a good night!

WANTED
T!"#$ %&' T!() M"()!'(! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

T*)&'( +!!,!, -..!,-")!/0! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

R-#! A'#$-)!#)*'! P'&%!((&'( seek re-
sponsible graduate or undergraduate to 

pick up 10 year old son from Poe Elemen-
tary 3 days a week (M/W/F) at 3:15pm- 
stay with him until 5:45pm or bring 
directly to campus. Email for schedule 
details and compensation finley@rice.
edu

M-,,/! (#$&&/ )*)&' for girl on 8th 
grade 
- Math, English, Spanish. 
- 5 minute drive from Rice university
- 2-3 day per week at 5-6pm ,$30 per hour.
-Call:8323167451 or email: dinak28@
gmail.com

C"+ 0&* )01! 4521.?  Good communica-
tions Skills? Dependable and Polite?
We are needing an evening operator. Eve-

nings, weekends and holidays. Must be 
able to work graveyard shift  if needed.  
We are open 24hours a day/  7 days a 
week / 365 days a year. We are open Eas-
ter, 4th of July, Memorial & Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years 
day. We start at 9.00 during training. 60-
90 days  Hours are depending on your 
commitment and availability. It is part 
time 16-30 hours. Can turn into more on 
availability
We are in Montrose Shephard & West 
Gray 713-834-3850 employment voice-
mail

E/-)! P'-3")! T*)&'( -( $-'-+4 R-#! ()*-
,!+)( ASAP!
Owned by a Rice alumni, we are excited 
to add tutors to our growing company. 

Please email Mallory at admin@elitepri-
vatetutors.com if you are interested. Must 
have a car, good attitude and a 3.0 GPA or 
higher! Come join the Elite Team, we’re 
looking forward to meeting you!

TUTORING Looking for creative and char-
ismatic Rice students to tutor HS level 
chemistry, physics, biology, geometry, 
algebra 1&2, pre-cal, calculus, and Span-
ish. Reliable transportation required. 
Starting at $35/hour. Email resume to 
may@allinoneacademics.com.

E/!.!+)"'0 (#$&&/ (5)$ 4'",!) 4!+!'-
"/ ()*,-!( )*)&'.  M4'! "*5# S6*)$'" 
784#)%+.   D*$8+ ,##!$)9'.  5 ,$)4!# 
(&$5# 7&:, R$%#.  $25 6#& ":4&.  C*88 
713-269-3743

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
; p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

<=>->?@->A<=
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
=–?B words $CB
?=–@B words $?B
@B–=CB words $DB

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
=C p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$DB/year domestic
$=C;/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $;

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box =@AC
Houston, TX <<BB;-=@AC

Phone <=>->?@->A<=

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu


