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New ServeryApp 
shows all six 

campus serveries’ 
dining menus

Rice Catalyst helps create new 
undergraduate science journal

OpenStax receives 
funding for research

by MIles KRuppa
edItoR IN ChIef

Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering Professor Richard Bara-
niuk founded Connexions in 1999 
as a platform for a customizable 
textbook for his Signals and Sys-
tems class at Rice. 

What began as a class-specific 
project is now OpenStax CNX, a 
Rice University affiliated open-
source textbook and education 
non-profit that recently received 
$9.5 million in funding from the 
Laura and John Arnold Founda-
tion to publish another 10 college 
textbooks under its OpenStax Col-
lege division.

OpenStax College currently 
maintains college textbooks in 
the subjects of physics, sociology, 
biology, anatomy and physiology, 
statistics and economics. 

Managing Director David Wil-
liamson said the grant will not 
only allow for an expansion of its 
series of free, open-source college 
textbook, but will also for even 
further research into digital learn-
ing.

“We’re really creating text-
books that learn with you and 
adapt to you based on your previ-
ous interactions with those text-
books,” Williamson said. “They’re 
taking that personalization con-
cept and not making it just a 
manual process, where you go in 
and tweak the content manually, 
but you allow the system to use 
technologies like those employed 
in Google, Amazon and Netflix 
to customize it really toward the 
individual student and their per-
sonal learning style.”

According to Williamson, Con-
nexions transformed three years 
ago into OpenStax CNX in order to 
expand its open-source services 
and usership. 

Williamson said the rebrand-
ing that resulted in OpenStax CNX 
only enhanced Baraniuk’s origi-
nal vision for modular education 
and textbooks.

“The [rebranding] is what [Ba-
raniuk] in the very beginning was 
striving for,” Williamson said. 
“He wanted these textbooks that 
were perfect for each student and 
perfect for each individual faculty 

member and allowed the faculty 
the opportunity to go in and cus-
tomize the textbook rather than 
just taking a book off the shelf and 
using just that content.”

Williamson said one of the 
primary goals of OpenStax Col-
lege is to ensure higher education 
becomes affordable to more stu-
dents.

“The response is, ‘Oh wow, 
my students can actually afford 
to purchase groceries and afford 
their textbooks,’ because that 
sounds like hyperbole, right?” 
Williamson said. “I got a call from 
a person at Middlesex Community 
College and literally what she said 
to me was, ‘Thank you so much. 
Because of OpenStax College I 
can feel good about assigning a 
textbook and knowing that my 
students don’t have to choose be-
tween buying their textbook and 
buying their groceries.’”

Rice Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology lecturer Adrienne Correa 
has adopted a version of Open-
Stax College’s ‘Biology’ textbook 
for her class EBIO 124, Introduc-
tion to Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology. 

According to Corrrea, the text-
book’s affordability convinced 
her to adopt a modified version 
including only sections on evo-
lution and ecology that she will 
use in addition to popular science 
articles the students in her class 
must purchase.

“I liked it because I’m ask-
ing students to pay for readings 
that are targeted toward the gen-
eral public, but if they are feel-
ing deficient in some area or they 
just want another way of reading 
about something they can just 
consult this textbook source for 
free,” Correa said.

915 institutions of higher edu-
cation currently use OpenStax 
College textbooks. 

According to Williamson Open-
Stax College has played an impor-
tant role in the digital education 
revolution.

“We’re at a very interesting in-
flection point in education broad-
ly,” Williamson said. “About two 
years ago, when edX and Coursera 
came online, the academy woke 
up and said ‘We have a new wave 
of sophisticated educational con-
cepts,’ and the first step of that is 
the transition to the digital realm, 
putting our courses online and 
giving students options about 
how they can actually consume 
the content.”

Correa said OpenStax College 
textbooks, such as the Biology 
book she adapted for her course, 
contain appropriate breadth and 
have the potential to include dep-
thy content and examples.

“At this point, the offerings 
from [OpenStax College] cover 
the appropriate topics and I think 
they have some nice examples,” 
Correa said. “It’s kind of nice in an 

by MIChelle TRaN
foR the thResheR

Last semester, Rice University’s 
undergraduate scientific research 
journal, Catalyst, teamed up with 
undergraduate science journals 
from eight other universities across 
the globe to produce the world’s 
first intercollegiate science publi-
cation organization, the Interna-
tional Collegiate Science Journal. 
The first issue will be released this 
November.

According to Catalyst Co-Edi-
tors-in-Chief Vijay Venkatesan and 
Julia Zhao, the motivation behind 
the initiative came from the uni-
versities’ common goal to appeal 
to a broad readership that is not 
necessarily equipped with a strong 
scientific or technical background.

“The main mission of ICSJ is to 
have a collaboration between dif-
ferent journals and schools and 
put together one journal in print 
and online, all with the end goal 
of making science more accessible 
and fostering more scientific dis-
cussion,” Venkatesan, a Baker Col-

lege senior, said. 
For the first publication, the 

nine participating institutions sub-
mitted two articles each, as well as 
edited one another’s work over the 
summer. In order to foster unifor-
mity in article-writing style for the 
publication across the different 
schools, Rice students also com-
piled citation and design guides to 
be used by the ICSJ this year and 
beyond, according to Venkatesan 
and Zhao.

Both Venkatesan and Zhao said 
they foresee ICSJ becoming a defin-
ing part of Catalyst.

“[ICSJ] is another project that is 
very attractive for people to be part 
of,” Venkatesan said. “It is an op-
portunity for students to be part of 
something that goes beyond Rice. I 

We’re really creating 
textbooks that learn 
with you and adapt 

to you based on your 
previous interactions 

David Williamson         
Managing Director
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In the past, 
the SA held a 

T-shirt fundrai- 
ser for individual 

matriculating classes; 
this year, T-shirts will 

instead focus on Rice pride 
and will be widely distributed 
at events to increase unity and 
promote the SA.

Includes fall retreat, spring 
retreat, New Student Rep 
Retreat and an Executive 
Committee retreat

What’s in the SA budget?

0see openstax, page 4 0see catalyst, page 3

Universities Involved

The Student Association presented their projected finances and changes for the 2014-15 school year 
at the Senate meeting on Sept. 3. SA President Ravi Sheth and SA Treasurer Joan Liu provided the budget 
information. The SA received $9,300 in blanket tax and had rollover funds of approximately $7,000.

The rollover expenses from 2013-14 have been set aside for office renovations and the committees/ini-
tiatives fund. The SA office relocation is projected to cost approximately $4,000. The SA Executive Commit-
tee has also created an Initiatives Fund with the other $3,000 of rollover, so that any committee can apply 
for additional funding if necessary. These changes to the budget will be voted upon at the SA meeting on 
Sept. 17.

■■■ Harvard University
■■■ Stanford University
■■■ UC Berkeley
■■■ WashU St. Louis
■■■ Princeton University
■■■ University of Oxford
■■■ Duke University
■■■ University of Cambridge

Junior Sam Vallagomesa responds 
to News Editor Yasna Haghdoost’s 
editorial from last week
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City of Houston Mayor Annise Parker 
(Jones College, ‘78) spoke to Rice University 
students about her experiences in politics at 
a Young Democrats-sponsored event on cam-
pus Wednesday night.

Parker began by highlighting the interna-
tional importance of Houston and explain-
ing her own personal journey and current 
responsibilities as mayor. A Houston native, 
Parker graduated from Rice with a triple ma-
jor in anthropology, sociology and psychol-
ogy. 

Parker helped organize the Rice Gay/Les-
bian Support Group, the first LGBT campus 
organization at Rice and the forerunner to 
today’s Queers and Allies, and was involved 
in civic activism and the oil industry before 
starting her 17 year career in Houston poli-
tics, which culminated in her election as 
mayor in 2009.

“My focus was always on local govern-
ment,” Parker said. “While I voted in na-
tional elections and followed politics, my 
personal involvement in volunteering was at 
a local level.”

Parker also described her governing phi-
losophy, which she said is to not shy away 
from confrontation regarding important is-
sues.

“I love kicking over anthills,” Parker said. 
“Afflict the comfortable and comfort the af-
flicted.”

Parker took questions from students on 
various issues, focusing especially on her 
efforts to protect LGBT rights in Houston 
and her views on public education and cam-
paigning.

Parker also addressed the influence Rice 
had on her career path. 

She said she was involved in politics at 
Rice, but it was the basic skills she learned 
in her classes that were most important for 
her future.

“What I got from what I studied and the 

majors that I had was the ability to analyze 
information and to articulate it well,” Park-
er said. “You have to be able to speak, you 

have to be able to write, so that’s the lasting 
thing.”

Event attendee Mishi Jain said she was 

impressed by Parker’s candid style, and her 
journey in politics. 

“I found it awesome because it was re-
ally informal and casual, and so she really 
opened up about her background, her story, 
and how she really got involved in politics, 
which was really cool  — a lot of politicians 
don’t do that,” Jain, a McMurtry College 
freshman, said. “I’ve always been really in-
terested in the state and federal level, so it’s 
nice to hear from a local politician.”

Event attendee Evan Flack said she en-
joyed learning about Parker’s experiences, 
and said she thought the event served as a 
good introduction to local government in 
Houston.

“I was really impressed by the mayor – I’m 
from out of state, and I love every chance I 
get to hear about Houston and how the city 
works,” Flack, a Duncan College freshman, 
said. “It’s really interesting hearing about 
[Parker’s] experiences as a politician and as 
a policymaker and her experiences as a per-
son in general.”

Vice President of the Rice Young Demo-
crats Griffin Thomas, said spreading aware-
ness of local politics was one of the primary 
motivations behind the event. 

“Having [a] big first event [of the year] 
was crucial to getting new students — and 
the campus in general  — civically engaged, 
especially during such a critical and excit-
ing election year,” Thomas, a Lovett College 
sophomore, said. “I proposed Mayor Parker 
as the guest for our first event as a way to 
help welcome and introduce the new stu-
dents to Houston and bring more attention to 
local politics, which is often overlooked on 
campus.”

According to Young Democrats President 
Clara Roberts, a Duncan College senior, 
the organization has planned several other 
events for the coming months, including a 
voter registration drive with the College Re-
publicans and Asian Pacific Student Alliance 
on Sept. 23 and a panel with local Democratic 
figures on Oct. 15.

Houston Mayor and Rice graduate (Jones ’78) Annise Parker visits Rice University on 
Sept. 3. Mayor Parker was invited to campus by the Rice Young Democrats and talked 
about her time at Rice and civic engagement.

Rice Young Democrats invite Mayor to campus

Marcel  Merwin/thresher
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think everyone will end up better off for it.”
Catalyst members in ICSJ have already 

begun to reap the benefits of working in this 
collaborative scientific environment, ac-
cording to Venkatesan and Zhao.

“Another goal that we realized along the 
way of trying to organize our inaugural is-
sue is the support we can offer together as 
organizations working together towards the 
same goal,” Zhao said. “ICSJ is very two-
fold; it is a community, and it is a journal. 
Talking to other students from other univer-
sities who care as much as we do about sci-
entific communication has already helped a 
lot in terms of personal morale.“

Earlier this year, ICSJ raised $6,220 
through a successful kickstarter campaign, 
well exceeding their goal due to contribu-
tions from leading scientific companies like 
Elsevier, university departments and indi-
viduals. 

With these newly raised funds, ICSJ has 

set high goals for the near future and be-
yond, according to Zhao and Venkatesan.

“Eventually, ICSJ might move towards 
having a student scientific conference,” 
Zhao said.

Sharmila Paul, a freshman at Sid Rich-
ardson College, plans to join Catalyst and 
looks forward to getting involved in ICSJ this 
coming year.

“I’m excited for the prospects of Catalyst 
being a part of ICSJ,” Paul said. “ICSJ will 
make for a more interesting and enriching 
experience.”

ICSJ’s inaugural publication will be re-
leased sometime within the next month and 
will be available at no cost for Rice students. 
Subsequent issues will be distributed regu-
larly after the first publication throughout 
the year.

The other institutions joining Rice in 
creating the ICSJ are: Harvard University, 
Stanford University, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, Washington University in St. 
Louis, Princeton University, University of 
Oxford, Duke University and the University 
of Cambridge.

Finance club to manage 
portion of endowment 

0CATALYST
 from page 1

by Hannah Todd
for the thresher

For the first time in Rice University’s history, 
undergraduates will be directly involved in the 
investment of Rice’s endowment, according 
to Marketing Director of Rice Finance Group 
Hayden Ren.

Ren, a Sid Richardson College senior, said 
he and other members of Rice Finance Group 
had the idea of getting involved in the invest-
ment of Rice’s endowment two years ago.

“The Jones Business School has a 200 mil-
lion dollar Rice fund that the graduate students 
manage. The 4.6 billion dollar Rice Endowment 
entrusted the graduates with it,” Ren said. 
“However, the undergraduates here get noth-
ing.”

Last year, the biggest project Rice Finance 
Group sponsored was an investment contest, 
according to Ren.

“We ran a Rice portfolio management com-
petition using a program that inputs live data 
from Wall Street,” Ren said. “Around 30 teams 
with at least two to three members each signed 
up. Many who joined flooded us with emails 
about suggestions on what to buy, showing us 
the need for education about real-life applica-
tion of finance.”

Following proposals, Rice Finance Group’s 
leaders worked to formulate due diligence 
documents and formal propositions to demon-
strate to the university that they were ready to 
be trusted with managing a part of the endow-
ment.

“Overseen by Allison Thacker and Larry 
Perez, heads of Rice Endowment, Rice Finance 
Group will provide research data, strategies 
and suggestions for the $10,000 of initial invest-
ment funding,” Ren said. “Ultimately, the final 
decision still lies with Thacker and her analyst, 
but our input requires that she put her reputa-
tion on the line.”

The transition of the Rice Finance Club to an 
investment group came about due to a need to 
educate the Rice student body.

“We have two main goals: one to educate 
people about finance in general, to use what 
they learn at Rice to what they do both at the 
office and for their personal lives,” Ren said. 
”[The second] is to give students new research 
skills they can use in their own life in the fu-
ture.”

Ren said commitment on the part of club 
members would be imperative.

“If you’re having five midterms next week, 
how are you also going to do five hours of re-
search?” Ren said. “Currently, I’m trying to 
build up a model, but in some ways, that is 
more risky.”

Although Ren is a senior, h-e hopes this year 
will succeed as a building year for the group.

“This year, we came out with strict guide-
lines on the process of joining, looking for 
people who will stick with us for the next two 
to three years,” Ren said. “In addition, we are 
planning a structured course from which stu-
dents will get some sort of certificate from Jones 
Business School, affirming the possession of 
certain business skills at the end, something 
involved students can put on their resumes that 
suggests experience, [which] help them find 
good finance-related internships and jobs in 
the future.”

In terms of yielding goals for the year, Ren 
said he is approaching the group’s new project 
without high expectations.

“Yield-wise, we hope to perform a bit under 
the market,” Ren said. “Hopefully we can catch 
most of the upside and little of the downside. 
Realistically, we probably will never beat the 
benchmark, but we will try our best to at least 
perform [to its standards].”

Marketing Director Drew Sutherland said he 
is proud that Rice students will have an oppor-
tunity to gain direct experience with investing.

“I am excited for what the future holds 
for the Investment Division of Rice Finance,” 
Sutherland, a Jones College junior, said. “This 
is just the beginning, and it is only going to get 
bigger and better as time goes on. I can only 
imagine where this will be 10 years from now.”

EMS edits guaranteed housing proposal for In-Charges
by Jeremy Huang

Thresher Staff

After reviewing details over the summer, 
the Rice University Emergency Medical Ser-
vices presented a revised version of legisla-
tion guaranteeing on-campus housing for 
In-Charges/In-Charge Trainees at the Student 
Association meeting on Sept. 3.

According to Baker College Senator Nitin 
Agrawal, he and former EMS Captain Patrick 
McCarthy initially proposed the legislation 
in April, but the SA rejected it due to con-
cerns that EMS IC/ICTs might not be able 
to get housing in their own residential col-
leges.

“The main difference [between the new 
plan and the original] is the removal of the 
rotation system in which two IC/ICTs stay at 
their original college, and the other IC/ICTs 

from that college are assigned to the next 
available college,” Agrawal said. “The prob-
lem was that college student bodies didn’t 
want their residents to have to live at another 
college.”

Since the SA tabled the original proposal 
last semester, two IC/ICTs are currently living 
off campus.

EMS captain Mollie Ahn reiterated the 
need for IC/ICTs to be constantly available on 
campus in order to maximize EMS’s capacity 
to respond in an emergency.

“EMS can’t reach a medical emergency 
from outside of Rice,” Ahn, a Brown Col-
lege senior, said. “EMS response time is usu-
ally around three to five minutes, while [the 
Houston Fire Department] response time is 
around 15 minutes.”

Ahn said, since the nature of IC/ICT in-
volves a large time commitment, having fel-

low IC/ICTs present on campus is necessary 
for the delegation of duties.

“For six to seven times a month, IC/ICTs 
have to be available 24 hours, from noon to 
noon,” Ahn said. “[But they also have a] func-
tionary role; IC/ICTs usually spend around 25 
to 27 hours a week maintaining equipment 
and EMS education classes. If we get a call, 
all of the available IC/ICTs may already be 
[involved with] another medical emergency, 
so we need IC/ICTs to be able to pass the job 
to each other.”

According to Agrawal, the legislation 
would also serve to provide a more unified 
housing system for IC/ICTs, as not all of the 
residential colleges have had a history of 
housing IC/ICTs.

“In the past, each residential college 
had their own system in dealing with IC/ICT 
housing,” Agrawal said. “Some colleges did 

not have a policy, while the policies of those 
that did were varied. This legislation creates 
a unified policy that allows everyone to be on 
the same page.”

Agrawal said the legislation would not 
impact or take away others’ ability to obtain 
on-campus housing.

“The guaranteed housing works in the 
same manner by which members of the col-
lege cabinet receive guaranteed housing,” 
Agrawal said. “Rice EMS will notify each re-
spective college early enough so that proper 
accommodations can be made.”

Agrawal said the SA will make its decision 
on implementing the legislation on Sept. 17 
and that the proposal in its current form will 
likely receive agreement this time.

“There hasn’t really been any pushback,” 
Agrawal said. “We will likely have the on-
campus housing next school year.”
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New ServeryApp publishes menus for 
campus serveries, plans expansion

by Andrew Ta
News Editor

The new ServeryApp will help keep Rice 
University students informed about avail-
able food options at Rice’s six serveries, ac-
cording to developer and Rice Apps member 
Ethan Steinberg. The app joins Owlections 
and Atlas as Rice App’s third product. 

“We think the app is pretty useful,” Stein-
berg, a Will Rice College sophomore, said. “If 
you’re in a class and you want to see which 
servery has the most interesting item, the 
ServeryApp makes it a lot easier. It’s already 
gotten 1110 page hits after just three hours.”

Steinberg said the app was originally 
envisioned as a collaboration with Housing 
and Dining, but the design shifted once it 
was clear how long it would take.

“We just pull from the menu PDFs as 
they’re published by the serveries,” Stein-

berg said. “The previous plan was to do it 
completely through the serveries, where 
[H&D] would go on and submit what food 
they were serving.”

Steinberg said whether the app becomes 
institutionalized depends on its popularity.

“I’ll wait a couple weeks, and if it gets 
used a lot, we’ll contact H&D and see if 
they’re interested in doing anything with the 
app,” Steinberg said.

Currently, the app displays the menus 
and hours of every servery, allows users to 
upvote or downvote specific menu items, 
and filters for gluten-free or vegetarian food, 
according to app developer and Rice Apps 
member Krishna Thiagarajan. There is also 
a page dedicated to displaying the menu for 
the next meal.

“We’re also thinking about adding re-
minders for ‘favorited’ meals if there’s 
enough demand for that functionality,” 

Thiagarajan, a McMurtry College sopho-
more, said.

According to Steinberg, future function-
ality will depend greatly on what users want.

“We’ll add more features as people show 
what they want,” Steinberg said. “We want-
ed to get it out and see what people would 
do with it. We’re waiting for people to tell us 
what they want.”

Steinberg said anybody who wants to 
contribute should feel free to. Suggestions 
can be submitted at https://trello.com/
b/5cVHeknd. 

All of Rice Apps’s work is open-source 
and available at https://github.com/rice-
apps. ServeryApp can be found at http://
servery.riceapps.org, Owlections at http://
owlection.appspot.com and Atlas at http://
atlas.riceapps.org. More information on Rice 
Apps can be found at http://csclub.rice.edu/
riceapps.

Environmental club begins new initiatives
by Amber Tong
for the thresher

The Rice Environmental Club began its plans 
for the new year beginning in Orientation Week, 
according to club President Hutson Chilton. 

“There was a Sustainability 101 optional ses-
sion [at O-week],” Chilton, a McMurtry College 
senior, said. “I think we’re hoping that eventu-
ally it will be mandatory.”

Some existing projects are also being taken 
to new heights, according to Chilton. These ini-
tiatives include Rice University Biodiesel Initia-
tives, which involves taking used oil from the 
servery and converting it to biodiesel for vehicles 
on campus, as well as an e-waste drive Chilton 
hopes to institutionalize. These projects have 
come to fruition under the Rice Environmental 
Society, which serves as an umbrella organiza-
tion for various green clubs on campus, such as 
Real Food Revolution, the Student Association 
Environmental Committee and Rice Students 
Volunteering Program.

“RES] been a melting pot for all sorts of sus-
tainability initiatives,” Chilton said. “It’s like a 
nursery for new projects.”

According to Chilton, one of the new projects 
is working with the Center for Career Develop-
ment for a stronger presence of green jobs, along 
with more help building sustainability resumes.

“There are a lot more [green jobs] out there 
than people realize,” Chilton said. “You can be 

a fashion designer, and it can be a green job.”
Chilton said another new project is compost-

ing, a goal agreed upon by all member clubs of 
RES,

“[Composting] is something that’s been done 
on and off over the years.” Chilton said. “I think 
with the concerted effort of our club and all the 
other clubs on campus, we can finally make it 
happen.”

Amid the plethora of projects, however, Chil-
ton said she has an important vision in mind. 

“This year I also want to add a theme [about] 
the social side of sustainability and environmen-
tal justice,” Chilton said. 

Chilton said in order to achieve that, the club 
is planning to collaborate more closely with 
Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services 
to hold more Toxic Tours, which are bike tours 
around low-income minority communities, to 
see how high-polluting industries impact them. 
In addition, RES is going to bring back an annual 
conference, according to Chilton.

“We used to have an annual conference,” 
Chilton said. “I think it will be good to bring back 
the conference and have a social side of sustain-
ability this year.”

In terms of collaboration, other projects are 
being discussed among members of RES. One of 
such initiatives is the Food Recovery Network, 
first proposed by the SA Environmental Com-
mittee, according to Committee Co-Chair Tierra 
Moore.

“FRN is a program to allocate surplus food 
from serveries and events on campus to people 
in need,” according to a recruitment email sent 
out over the summer.

Moore said she anticipates the project begin-
ning in October or November.

“It would actually be cool to do it in Novem-
ber, considering that November will be the En-
vironmental Awareness Week,” Moore said. “It’s 
also Thanksgiving season.”

With so many projects lined up, both Chil-
ton and Moore said the challenge is to gauge 
students’ interest and to get the word out. In 
particular, Chilton pointed to students’ refusal 
to provide blanket tax funding for RES in last 
year’s election.

“There’s a lot of people working very hard on 
it, which I don’t know if many students know, 
and I think that’s a large part of the reason why 
the blanket tax didn’t get passed last year,” Chil-
ton said.

On a more positive note, the situation has 
been improving and has a positive outlook, ac-
cording to Moore.

“Rice has made leaps and bounds in their 
environmental structure within the past few 
years,” Moore said. “I think we are on the right 
path.”

Any student interested in FRN or general 
sustainability projects should contact Moore at 
tsm1@rice.edu and Chilton at elizabethchilton@
gmail.com.

internet format that there is the potential 
that students could have a lot of different 
examples illustrating a particular point. It 
is also great that I can, as the instructor, 
choose to have all examples available to 
students or pick through and remove some 
of them if I think it’s too much.”

OpenStax CNX is also currently testing 
a beta version of OpenStax Tutor, a “study 
resource, homework and test delivery sys-
tem that uses powerful, advanced tech-
niques to improve student learning and 
instructor understanding,” according to 
its website. 

According to Williamson, OpenStax Tu-
tor represents a movement toward increas-
ingly student-specific learning outcomes 
and types of feedback.

“It’s no longer just in-class and just 
lecture, homework [and] final exam,” Wil-
liamson said. “I think, as we continue that 
transition, we’re looking at how we can 
use the data that’s being gathered during 
these courses — that is not just a binary 
system where you either got the problem 
right or wrong — [and] we can start to pro-
vide more individualized feedback on how 
you’re actually performing with regards to 
specific concepts.”

Computer Science and Cognitive Sci-
ence double major Terry Lin used Open-
Stax Tutor in ELEC 220, Fundamentals of 
Computer Engineering. He said the pro-
gram was effective as an educational tool 
because of its rigor and flexibility.

“It was definitely a good way to assess 
people,” Lin, a McMurtry College junior, 
said. “The good part of it was that you 
could upload pictures as answers, and it 
also required you to show your work and 
demonstrate your understanding of the 
subject.”

According to Lin, who said he is per-
sonally interested in machine learning 
research, the type of research OpenStax 
CNX is performing can be useful to college 
students.

“It could definitely help,” Lin said. 
“Having machine learning, or having the 
program learn each student’s ability and 
assess it and tailor questions to it, can 
definitely be something that happens in 
the future. The problem with that is that 
someone is required to create the original 
questions and assessments that the ma-
chine will expand on.”

The William & Flora Hewlett Founda-
tion, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 20 
Million Minds Foundation, Maxfield Foun-
dation, Open Society Foundations and 
Rice University have provided funding to 
OpenStax. 

OpenStax also receives revenue 
through various partnerships with edu-
cational companies that provide add-on 
services to the free textbooks, thereby al-
lowing OpenStax to be sustainable with-
out funding. 

However, Williamson said OpenStax 
will look to remain non-profit, even as it 
moves forward and looks to expand its 
line of offerings.

“We’re not as focused on building a 
business around it,” Williamson said. 
“We’re more focused on making sure in 
these pilots that we’re super deliberate 
about the design and implementation 
and the research to prove that this type 
of technology is actually effective at driv-
ing learning gains. Our goal is to improve 
students’ return on effort that they’re put-
ting into their education. Right now, a lot 
of the for-profits that are doing things like 
this are limited by their for-profit status 
and the venture capital they have accu-
mulated and have to show profits super 
quickly, and that means masking some of 
the potentially not efficacious practices 
they have been using.”

OpenStax began as a venture started by 
a Rice professor and has maintained close 
ties to the university since. Williamson 
said OpenStax remains loyal to its roots 
at Rice and aims to support Rice research 
and learning moving forward.

“Our number one commitment is ad-
vancing education and advancing the 
research that Rice is doing,” William-
son said. “I think if we work together in 
a very symbiotic nature, where we have a 
product focus at OpenStax but [are] tied 
so closely to Rice in its research arm that 
we feed off each other. It’s like they’re the 
R&D sector where they’re doing all this big 
R research, and we’re the group that can 
take that seamlessly and transition it into 
new products that help further transition 
education into this digital age.”

0OPENSTAX
 from page 1

McMurtry College junior Grace Yang, Will Rice College junior Alyson Tseng and Jones 
College junior Daphne Chiao hand out slices of mooncake at a study break hosted by the 
Chinese Student Association in celebration of the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Celebration calls for cake

Marcel  Merwin/thresher



How many courtyards are in Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall (Shepherd’s building)?

A) zero      B) one
C) two       D) too many

Until last week, I answered A, judging 
the building to be a solid block by its imperi-
ous facade. The answer is C! Two courtyards 
with plants and fountains and benches.

This delightful revelation may be a symp-
tom of my major — I know each sidewalk 
slab between Lovett College and Anderson 
Hall by name. I have little reason to saunter 
about Shepherd, but how many non-archi-
tecture majors have investigated Anderson 
Hall (outside Architectronica)?

You can escape campus by leaving it or 
entering further into it. I go a-wandering 
to discover spots Rice wouldn’t tout on 
postcards, like the tiny unkempt garden 
squeezed against Anderson Biological Labo-
ratory, the lovely shard of tree-dotted and 
tall-grassed land between Wiess College and 
the track, and now two pleasant courtyards 
only open to the sky. Along the journeys, I 
inevitably meet curiosities like the sundial 

in front of the Cohen House or the nine mar-
ble cubes outside Herring Hall.

One can also micro-wander during class 
commute. Any deviation refreshes. You may 
not tread the quickest route because detours 
excel in surprise, not economy. Why not sac-
rifice a minute to enter Sewall Hall from the 
opposite end of the building? Might as well 
walk through the library rather than around 
it. Maybe you’ll find a faster route anyway.

Exploring beyond the hedges has merit, 
but let us not discount exploring within the 
hedges.

As a student at Rice University, I have read 
message after message regarding sexual assault. 
It’s one of the most pervasive issues at this time 
in our lives and deserves every bit of the attention 
it is receiving. The federal government, Rice’s ad-
ministration, and the students and colleges have 
all made efforts to discuss and educate upon pre-
ventative measures, consequences and expecta-
tions, and make environments more hospitable to 
reporting and assessing sexual assault incidents. 
However, almost every discussion (and commen-
tary on these discussions) presented has been 
handled with negative connotations regarding the 
solution to the problem. There is a clear leaning in 
the language used and solutions called for which 
suggests perpetrators of sexual assault are always 
going to do so and cannot be reasoned with. To 
combat the perceived onslaught of potential per-
petrators, continual attention is given to the re-
percussions of sexual assault, with little consider-
ation to the plethora of circumstances that lead up 
to assaults making their way into discussions on 
how to handle the problem.

 Despite the attention that is being shown to-
wards handling sexual assault, there are people 
who claim this preventative effort is not enough. 
They are justified in claiming it’s not enough, be-
cause there are still environments in which people 
feel unsafe. Thus, even with all the efforts being 
made, a recent opinion article called for a further 
emphasis on the consequences of sexual assault 
during talks at O-Week and other sexual assault 
free environment (SAFE) type trainings. This call 
for consequence would serve as a continual re-
minder amongst continual reminders of the pow-
erful retribution that could result from having to 
deal with sexual assault. It would be an incessant 
bombardment of what all discussion has simpli-

fied into the single root cause of sexual assault: a 
lack of consequences to deter those whose sexual 
desire has overcome their reason. This simplifica-
tion of people’s behavior is what is causing such 
fuss about the ongoing incidents of assault, be-
cause although there are consequences in place, 
we seem to frequently hear about sensational-
ized cases of sexual assault because they are so 
relevant to us. But people are not so simple. It is 
insulting to claim to engage in ‘dialogue’ at such 
a prestigious university without anyone having 
raised any other points of view to balance the dis-
cussion. That is why I am compelled to say that a 
call to consequence in the effort to fight ‘rape cul-
ture’ will never succeed without a call to virtue ac-
companying it, in just as strong a voice.

A ‘call to virtue’ is far more complex than it 
seems; the idea and its merits cannot be fully 
elaborated here. But to put it simply, virtue is a set 
of principles which constitute a high standard of 
behavior amongst individuals. To end sexual as-
sault, the discussion should include the promo-
tion of virtues which can provide a positive, em-
pathetic outlook towards our fellow people. There 
is so much that goes into caring for other people, 
including respecting their boundaries, because 
everyone is different. Yet there are a few simple 
ideas that can be said here that are absent in most 
critiques of sexual misconduct I have observed.

The first idea is that despite what we see in the 
mainstream media (TV, movies, even books), peo-
ple exist for things other than our personal plea-
sure. And although media may overtly suggest that 
hooking up with someone every weekend makes 
you cool and/or happy, that sentiment is not true, 
so you don’t need to force it. Exert patience. Sexu-
ality is not something that needs to be pushed. 
Taking time in sexual endeavors and relationships 
is valuable; don’t rush your way through them. It 
may be that the member of the preferred sex you 
are pursuing will appreciate it all the more. Com-
municate with potential partners and give more 
love than you take. Understand the people you are 

going to engage with in sexual activity, so that you 
are on the same page. 

 As counterintuitive as exercising virtue is to 
hook-up culture, these (and more) may be the ex-
act principles people need to hear to mitigate the 
selfishness of sexual assault. Thinking about love 
and hearing these bits of optimism may cause po-
tential perpetrators who think about ‘how far they 
can get’ to instead exercise empathy. After all, 
people who are going to commit sexual assault, 
however inebriated or thoughtless at the time, 
are most likely aware that sexual assault is wrong 
and has consequences. People understand that 
when aggressors assault others, they are choosing 
to willfully ignore consequences. Let’s shift our 
thought and focus and see where it brings us.

Thoughts like these are an essential part of a so-
lution to sexual assault. Understanding that peo-
ple deserve all the love and care one would want 
for themselves is the hardest simple principle to 
be taught, but maybe the most worthwhile. There 
must be a balanced approach to these issues. Just 
like all of humanity’s complex problems, there are 
so many factors and conditions that affect every 
situation; there is never one answer. But a call to 
virtue may be part of the solution that everyone 
needs but no one will undertake. While I would 
much rather hear a call to virtue than a call to con-
sequence, maybe that’s because I’m an optimist. 
Which would you rather hear?
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A letter from the editor: 
goals for the year

Dear Readers,
My name is Miles Kruppa, and I am the 

Editor in Chief of the Rice Thresher. I began 
as a staff writer in the now defunct Local sec-
tion and transitioned to the News Designer 
role midway through my freshman year; I 
officially began my role as editor in chief for 
the March 12, 2014 issue. Though I’ve already 
served as Editor in Chief for nine issues, I 
want to take this opportunity to communicate 
my goals for the Thresher during the rest of 
my tenure.

The Rice campus deserves a news source 
that provides timely and relevant news. 
Increasingly, students consume more, or even 
all, of their news online. One of my goals 
as Editor in Chief is to create a sustainable 
weekly workflow that includes the posting 
of timely and breaking articles online first 
and then in the print edition — the Thresher 
should serve the Rice community all seven 
days of the week, not just one. By pushing 
content daily on ricethresher.org and on our 
Facebook page (facebook.com/TheRiceThresh-
er), I aim to transition the Thresher from an 
antiquated workflow to one that serves the 
community’s desire for relevant and interest-
ing content 24/7 — it’s a work-in-progress, but 
one that I plan to accomplish. 

Beyond covering timely issues, I aim to 
produce content that maintains a focus on 
the long-view and broader topics pertinent to 
the university. As the Thresher continues to 
push more articles online, space in the print 
edition will be increasingly devoted to in-
depth reporting that exposes under-reported 
issues on campus. The Thresher should not 
only cover what is readily apparent, but also 
what lurks under the surface, making opaque 
issues more transparent.

I want to provide you with a relevant and 
reliable newspaper every week. Part of that 
includes gaining your trust as a reputable, 
fair and dependable news source. While I 
understand that Rice students have numer-
ous social and academic obligations, I want 
the Thresher to earn a portion of your scarce 
time. The Thresher should serve as a facilita-
tor of campus discussion, and the only way 
that can happen is if the Thresher is consis-
tently desirable enough for the whole student 
body to want to read and discuss it.

Please, above all, hold me accountable 
for the goals I have outlined in this editorial. 
If you see me around campus, feel free to 
approach me and tell me how you think the 
Thresher could improve; I am open to hearing 
all suggestions. Alternatively, you can reach 
me at thresher@rice.edu. 

Happy reading,
Miles Kruppa

The Rice Thresher, the official student newspaper 
at Rice University since 1916, is published each 
Wednesday during the school year, except during 
examination periods and holidays, by the students 
of Rice University. This issue marks the first of 
volume IC, though issues published last year were 
incorrectly marked as volume CI.

Letters to the Editor must be received by  5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to publication and must be 
signed, including college and year if the writer is 
a Rice student. The Thresher reserves the rights 
to edit letters for content and length and to place 
letters on  its website.

Editorial and business offices are located on the 
second floor of the Ley Student Center:
6100 Main St., MS-524
Houston, TX 77005-1892
Phone (713) 348-4801
Email: thresher@rice.edu
Website: www.ricethresher.org

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of 
the Thresher editorial staff. All other opinion pieces 
represent solely the opinion of the piece’s author.

The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA and 
CNBAM  © Copyright 2013 SpringCleaning
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THE 
WEEKLY 
SCENE
The editors’ picks 
for this week’s 
best events. Time 
to explore the 
wonderful world 
of Houston.

PADDLIN’
To state the obvious, it’s hot. Cool off 
by participating in the Bayou Pres-
ervation Association’s first Cypress 
Creek Regatta on Saturday, Sept. 13 
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. While technically 
a race down the 7.5-mile scenic stretch 
of Cypress Creek, anyone can partici-
pate regardless of skill level. 

Mercer Arboretum
22306 Aldine Westfield Rd.

cypresscreekregatta.webconnex.com

SHorTS
Get cultured this week at the Au-
rora Picture Show’s screenings of 
short films by artist Kevin Jerome 
Everson. Everson’s work focuses 
on black Americans and their con-
tribution to the development of 
labor in America. The event starts 
at 7:30 p.m., and tickets are $10.

Aurora Picture Show
2442 Bartlett St.

aurorapictureshow.org

bIKE
Show off your athletic prowess 
while riding 20 miles along the 
Bayou at this Saturday’s 2014 
Park to Port Bike Ride. The event, 
which benefits the Hermann 
Park Conservancy, will start at 7 
a.m. and include a mid-ride par-
ty with music, food and more. 

Hermann Park
6001 Fannin St.

hermannpark.org

TExAS TENorS
You will not want to miss these studs 
serenade on Thursday, Sept. 11. The 
Texas Tenors’ rise to stardom began 
with an appearance on NBC’s “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent,” and since then, they 
have been unstoppable, performing 
concerts around the world. They are 
sure to please your eyes and ears alike.

Wortham Theater Center
501 Texas Ave.

brilliantlectures.org

Courtesy DaviD a. Brown

by Sophie Newman
Arts & Entertainment Editor

If rockstars can have tour buses, so can 
visual artists. Cargo Space, the brainchild of 
Christopher Sperandio, an assistant professor 
in the Rice University Visual and Dramatic Arts 
Department, and Simon Grennan, who Speran-
dio has worked with since 1989, is a Rice inner-
loop bus turned mobile arts phenomenon.

With teeth, eyes and cartoon designs 
plastering its exterior, the converted die-
sel bus looks like any other hippie plat-
form on the outside. But instead of old gui-
tars, smoke and Bob Marley posters, the 
inside boasts up to five visual artists at any  
given time. 

“Cargo Space itself is a living space, but it’s 
a lot of other things too,” Sperandio said. “It’s 
an experiment in alternate living schemes.”

For the past month and a half, Cargo Space 
has been touring the Midwest, spanning the 90 
miles between the cities of Chicago and Mil-
waukee. In addition to transporting art back 
and forth between the cities, Cargo Space en-
gages artists at both the Institute of Visual Arts 
in Milwaukee and the A+D Gallery in Chicago. 

“They are distinct cities with distinct his-
tories, yet they don’t interact as much as you 
think they would,” Sperandio said. “I thought 
it would be interesting for the artists to play 
host to each other and develop exhibitions si-
multaneously.”

Although its exhibitions encompass strictly 
visual art, Cargo Space is anything but your 
run-of-the-mill gallery. Sperandio said current 
projects range from an underground poker 

tournament, whose champion donates all of 
his winnings to an artist, to a weekly tea party 
to a bulletin board that, according to Speran-
dio, resembles a pushpin collage. 

Cargo Space is many experiments, but its larg-
er purpose is to connect artists and provide them 
with residency, an important key to success in to-
day’s art world, according to Sperandio. 

“A big part of being an artist now is involv-
ing yourself in these residencies,” Sperandio 
said. “I wanted to develop my own facility 
where I could invite artists to come and spend 
time with me, to connect with artists across the 
county.”

Sperandio said the trip for such a unique ar-
tistic experiment has not been an easy one, but 
its success over the past year assures its vitality. 

“I know that sounds maybe a little ego-mania-
cal, but it’s a very good artwork,” Sperando said. 

 
 
 

“And it’s [been] a very difficult project – from 
generating enthusiasm and support, to just the 
little day to day physical work that has to be 
done on the bus in order to make it what it is.”

But his work has not gone unnoticed and, in 
addition to being embraced by formal art insti-
tutions across the country, Sperandio said his 
project is also a “selfie magnet.”

When its Midwest exhibition ends on Sept. 
20, Cargo Space will pack its bags and return to 
Houston to begin another journey. 

“I’m going to be on the road for another 
three weeks or so, and then I’ll be back in Hous-
ton with a lot of stories to tell,” Sperandio said. 

Cargo Space’s near future is still undecided, 
but Sperandio said he hopes to send it south. 

“We’re next door neighbors to a foreign 
country,” Sperandio said. “I would love to take 
the bus to Mexico City. That would be the next 
great step for the project.”

Rice’s new mobile gallery to tour the country

Cargo Space, a mobile art bus co-created 
by Rice professor Christopher Sperandio, 
has been transporting art between 
galleries in Milwaukee and Chicago for the 
past month. The Midwest tour wraps up 
Sept. 20, but Sperandio hopes to expand 
his exhibition to the South in the future.
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 This Week in Entertainment by Louis Lesser

courtesy Warner bros

Godzilla 
 

One of the bigger blockbusters of the summer movie season premieres for home entertainment 
with a contemporary retelling of the origin story of one of film’s most famous monsters. The film, 
starring Aaron Taylor-Johnson (Kick Ass) and Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad), has been praised for 
honoring the legacy of the franchise and has already prompted production of a trilogy. Bonus fea-
tures include behind-the-scenes documentaries and the history of the Godzilla films.

This is All Yours – Alt-J 
 

The popular English indie rock band releases its second album, the first release 
from the group without guitarist Gwil Sainsbury, who left the band on amicable terms 
earlier this year. After writing and premiering its new music at music festivals around 
the globe, the band has created a collection that includes lead single “Hunger of the 
Pine” and other tracks.

Anomaly – Lecrae 
 

Houston native Lecrae presents his seventh collection of Christian hip-hop tracks, featur-
ing collaborations with Andy Mineo, Kari Jobe and For King & Country. Supported by a fervent 
social media campaign and strong promotional singles sales of songs like “Nuthin” and “All I 
Need Is You,” Lecrae has a significant chance to reach a larger mainstream audience with his 
newest effort and create a new avenue for a growing community of Christian rap artists.

No Good Deed

After nearly a year of delays, this horror-crime thriller starring Idris Elba (Mandela: 
Long Walk to Freedom) finally receives its theatrical release. After a mysterious stranger 
runs his car off the road near her home, a District Attorney (Taraji P. Henson, Think Like 
A Man Too) and her two children offer to help, only to learn that, as no good deed goes 
unpunished, their guest has other, more mischievous plans for the family. PG-13. 

courtesy screen gems

courtesy reachcourtesy Warner bros Pictures

courtesy infectious

In thEAtErs

Album

DVD and blu-rAy
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by Kaylen Strench
Arts & Entertainment Editor

As Sept. 11 approaches, I am forced to 
recall the day when the Twin Towers came 
down. I was six, walking in line in elementary 
school back to my classroom when I noticed 
a group of other children crowded around the 
slit in the TV studio door. I walked over and 
followed their collective gaze to the television 
in the corner, displaying what I recognized as 
a flaming airplane smashing into a building. 
When I think back on that moment, knowing 
the details of the event like I do now, I am 
filled with tremendous sadness. Yet, at the 
time, instead of bursting into tears of distress 
like the adults around me, all I recall feeling 
was mild indifference. ‘Another bad thing,’ I 
thought, my face blank.

All I can attribute this reaction to, be-
sides being young, was that I had spent ev-
ery morning and many evenings watching 
CNN with my parents. Perhaps, I now think, 
the cascade of death, sadness and pain I 
witnessed in quick succession everyday had 
desensitized me to the point where experi-
encing real horror lost its shock value. And 
perhaps this is a colossal tragedy in itself.

I am not attempting to say the world is an 
inherently more dangerous or violent place. 
In fact, Steven Pinker, a renowned professor 
at Harvard University, recently made a con-
vincing case in his book The Better Angels of 

Our Nature the world is actually at its most 
peaceful point in human history. Rather, I 
am claiming the media, instead of inform-
ing us about the pain and suffering in the 
world in a comprehensive, humanistic way, 
is making us numb to it. The bombardment 

of disorganized and largely violent imagery 
overwhelms us everyday, until we cannot 
feel it the same way anymore. In a media 
market where ‘clicks’ and ‘views’ are fought 
over mercilessly, news services throw up and 
promote stories based on their ability to cap-
ture viewers’ attention, not to promote an 

accurate and comprehensive narrative of the 
world. News has become violent, fast and 
confrontational. Beheadings are advertised 
on the front pages of newspapers, morning 
news anchors describe cases of small chil-
dren shooting their instructors and websites 
flash news of police brutalizing innocent 
youths. It’s not that these stories aren’t im-
portant — they certainly are. However, pre-
sented as quick, piecemeal flashes, often ab-
sent of explanations or significance (either 
because it’s not presented or we don’t read 
beyond the headlines), these clips and im-
ages cloud our conception of the world into a 
muddy, violent mess devoid of intelligent or 
empathetic reaction.

To further explain this phenomena, jux-
tapose our current media with that of 100 
years ago, when print dominated. At that 
time, news came once per day in the form 
of a carefully constructed newspaper. An 
editorial board sorted through the abundant 
news of the day, chose a “most important” 
story for the cover, and had time to write 
full, analysis-heavy stories about each event 
that readers, well, typically read. Today, in 
the era of the 24-hour news cycle, reporters 
want to be the first to get the story out, and 
so information is released in so many incom-
plete little parcels that viewers hardly know 
where to start reading. It is often convenient 
just to click through, only taking in head-
lines. Further, advertising profits are linked 

with those stories that get the most clicks 
 — usually those which contain the most vio-
lent, disturbing or stupidly exciting titles or 
descriptions. While traditional print sources 
used to provide us with a censored, carefully 
delivered narrative to respond to, today’s 
news outlets often flood us with trash that 
we cannot possibly adequately sort out in 
order to appropriately respond to the events 
we’re reading about or to construct into a re-
latable narrative about the world. These fea-
tures contribute to a collective conception of 
current events in which actual knowledge, 
emotion and content is low, and violence is 
consumed like porn with similar effect — the 
more we watch it, the more we’re numb to the 
emotional significance of the actual events.

A few weeks ago, when I heard about the 
beheading of John Foley, was the first time 
in a long time I read a tragic story and just 
stopped to take it in. I sat down, paused my 
busy life and took the time to think about the 
pain and fear he and his family must have 
felt and how terrifying ISIS truly is. As odd 
as it sounds, it took this much effort to really 
feel something, to completely comprehend 
that this was not a blurb about a fantastical 
event in a faraway place; it is a real, hor-
rific incident in my world, during the time 
when I’m alive. I do not believe I am alone 
in this, and that is the tragedy of the de-
centralized news cycle — we must not let it  
dehumanize us.

Is the media making us less human?

An argument for forgetting your friend this weekend
by Sophie Newman

Arts & Entertainment Editor

As an only child of two working parents, 
it’s safe to say I have spent a fair portion 
of my life, or at least childhood, alone. Al-
though I often joke about this to friends 
(which, by the way, I definitely do have), I  
think learning to be alone has its merits. As 
I’ve gotten older and, through a combina-
tion of circumstance and conscious choice, 
spent more and more time around peers, 
I have begun to lament the fact that I am 
growing less fond of doing things by myself. 

To counteract this apparent transforma-
tion of my social needs, I sometimes pur-
posely plan activities alone. Movies, music 
and even dining out are often characterized 
as strictly social outings, but here I plan to 
tell you why they don’t have to be. 

I am not telling anyone to ditch their so-
cial lives, or embrace the stereotype of the 
weird loner (although I am not advocating 
against these choices either); I am simply 
saying that there are real reasons why going 
out alone doesn’t have to be a sad occasion. 

1. You can do whatever you want. 
When you go out with friends, you are 

subject to the will of the majority in terms 
of plans. Everyone wants to go see that Jen-
nifer Aniston rom-com that got 23 percent 
on Rotten Tomatoes? I guess you’re going. 
They are dying to see a heavy metal band 
that’s so alternative, they aren’t even really 
a band? Buy some earplugs. But, alone, the 
world is full of options. You can even do 

embarrassing activities secretly, like go to a 
live viewing of Antiques Roadshow (is this 
possible?) or a Transformers convention. 

2. You set your own schedule. 
Not only do you have ultimate freedom of 

activity choice but also freedom of activity 
time. Treat yourself to a Sunday afternoon 
by visiting a Texans game without your 
overly inquisitive girlfriend being overly 
inquisitive. Maybe you are 90 percent sure 
that you just failed your intro econ test for 

the second time, and the only cure to your 
depression is immediate frozen yogurt con-
sumption. Don’t wait for anyone. Get your 
butt to Red Mango pronto. Pile on all of the 
toppings. Eat only toppings. Go twice in one 
day. No one is judging you. 

3. You have better control of your 
environment. 

So there’s this movie you’ve been dy-
ing to see for months, and it turns out all 
your friends are dying to see it too. Yay! You 

get early tickets, wait excitedly in line, buy 
your $14 popcorn and sit down to enjoy the 
show. The problem? It turns out your friends 
have so much enthusiasm they can’t seem 
to contain their excitement until after the 
film. Instead of listening to Javier Bardem’s 
beautiful words, you are hearing those of 
your seatmate. The fix? Go solo! I promise, 
it’s not weird. Not only will you catch all of 
the movie’s nuances, plot twists and action 
montages, but you also don’t have to worry 
about finding 17 seats in a row in a crowded 
theater. 

4. You can people watch. 
Your friends are cool, but you also see 

them all the time. Like always. And it’s not 
your friends, it’s other Rice students (who 
are basically also like your friends). So 
when do you get a chance to see, you know, 
the mysterious others lurking just outside 
the hedges? When you go out with your 
friends, there’s basically a veil of conversa-
tion that keeps you from paying them any 
mind. Imagine, instead of sitting at a crowd-
ed table with your crew, picking a window 
seat at the bar and watching the passersby. 
There are so many interesting weirdos to be 
seen and maybe, if you look pensive and in-
triguing enough, even talk to. Who knows, 
you may even inadvertently expand your 
social circle. 

Going out alone doesn’t mean you’re a 
loner; it just means that you are taking ad-
vantage of your time, free will and the world 
of culture at your fingertips.

The cascade of death, 
sadness and pain I 
witnessed in quick suc-
cession everyday had 
desensitized me to the 
point where experienc-
ing real horror lost its 
shock value.

illustration by carrie jiang
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by Michael Kidd
Thresher staff

The Rice University soccer team returned 
home to Holloway Field after winning back-
to-back games on the road last week. On Fri-
day, Sept. 5, the Owls played their second 
straight Southeastern Conference opponent, 
the Vanderbilt University Commodores. Rice 
shocked Vanderbilt by tying the game in the 
90th minute of play and then winning the game 
in the first minute of overtime with a header off 
a corner, resulting in a final score of 2-1. 

Friday night’s matchup between Rice and 
Vanderbilt was played to a home crowd of 
nearly 700 Rice students and staff. Rice held 
a 6-4 shot advantage and 3-1 corner advan-

tage over Vanderbilt in the first half of play. 
However, the Commodores scored the only 
goal of the first half in the 37th minute of 
play on a near-post header.

With 34 seconds remaining in the game, 
sophomore defender Jenny Fichera worked 
through multiple deflections and a scramble 
near the goalpost to put the ball in the back 
of the net for her first career goal. The 90th-
minute goal gave the Owls a chance to win 
and sent the game into overtime. 

Rice would not need much time in over-
time to win the game against the Commo-
dores. One minute into overtime, junior for-
ward Lo Hughes earned a corner and sent the 
ball into the crowded penalty area. Freshman 
forward Nia Stallings connected on the cor-
ner and headed the ball into the near post for 
her first collegiate goal. The Owls improved 
to 3-1-1 on the season with the win. 

Head Coach Nicky Adams said the team 
proved their resilience with the come-from-
behind win over Vanderbilt.

“The grit and character [Rice] shows on a 
daily basis; this is what it’s all about,” Adams 

said. “I’m so proud of their effort…and for dig-
ging through and getting it done in the end.” 

Adams said she realized how big this vic-
tory is for her team. According to Adams, 
the challening non-conference schedule will 
prepare Rice for C-USA competition. 

“[This win] is huge,” Adams said. “Our 
non-conference scheduling is really tough 
having played Big 12 and SEC teams [thus far 
in the season]. It is preparing our program 
for the season and will ready us for our con-
ference play.” 

Fichera said scoring in the final minute of 
regulation was an exhilarating relief for the 
team.

“It felt awesome,” Fichera said. “[We 
knew] it was coming the whole game… it was 
nice to get those passes in [the penalty box] 
and get it in the back of the net.”

The Owls will be riding a three-game 
winning streak when they play another SEC 
opponent, the University of Arkansas Ra-
zorbacks, on Friday, Sept. 12. The game is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. at Razorback Field in 
Fayetteville, Ark.

Owls soccer defeats Vanderbilt 

by Juan Saldana
for The Thresher

As Rice University students begin to make 
plans for a day trip to College Station, the Rice 
football team is taking advantage of their bye 
week to prepare for an in-state showdown. The 
game against the Associated Press no. 7-ranked 
Texas A&M University Aggies is on Saturday, 
Sept. 13 at 8 p.m. After the 48-17 loss at Notre 
Dame, the Owls are returning to the field 
against another high-profile opponent.

Head Coach David Bailiff said the team is fo-
cused on cleaning up turnovers and defensive 
holes present in the game against Notre Dame.

“Going into the bye week, we’ve addressed 
[last week’s] problems,” Bailiff said. “When 
you play an opponent that is ranked [seventh] 
in the country, anything that you don’t do cor-
rectly and precisely, there is a price for it.” 

The Rice and A&M football teams have 
faced each other on 81 occasions since 1914, 
and A&M holds a series lead of 51-27-3. In 
last year’s game, the Owls lost 52-31 after 
entering the second quarter with a 14-7 lead, 
which was subsequently ended in the second 
half by the return of Heisman Trophy winner 
Johnny Manziel. 

Manziel’s replacement, sophomore Ken-
ny Hill, has already established himself as 
a leader for the Aggies. In his first college 
game as the undisputed starter, Hill broke 
Manziel’s passing records by throwing for 
511 yards against then-ranked no. 9 Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Through his first two 
games, Hill has completed 71 percent of his 
passes for 794 yards, seven touchdowns and 
no interceptions.

According to Bailiff, Hill has talents similar 
to Manziel and poses a great challenge to the 
Owl’s defense.  

“He has that same ability to extend a play,” 
Bailiff said. “He’s a very talented young man.” 

Bailiff said he is excited about the noise lev-
el and intensity of playing in Kyle Field, Texas 
A&M’s recently renovated stadium.

“You get excited when you play in these big 
venues,” Bailiff said. “You really have to work, 
just like we did against Notre Dame, on com-
municating when the crowd is loud.”

The stadium fit 104,728 in their home open-
er against the Lamar Cardinals, the largest at-
tendance ever recorded in the state of Texas.

Senior offensive lineman Nico Carlson also 
said he is thrilled to play in the newly-renovat-
ed stadium.

“[I am] really looking forward to this A&M 
game,” Carlson said. “You live to play against 
those big schools.”

Bailiff said opening against back-to-back 
ranked teams gives valuable experience to 
the team. 

“They’re a little bigger, they’re a little fast-
er,” Bailiff said. “We’re going to go there and try 
to win a football game.”

Bailiff said the game against A&M is going 
to be a difficult challenge, but his players aren’t 
shying away from it.

“I think we have a talented football team,” 
Bailiff said. “I think we have a football team 
that believes in itself.”

by Ronda Sutor
for The Thresher

The Rice University men’s club soccer team, 
commonly known as the Lads, recently as-
sembled their 2014-15 team. More than forty as-
piring Lads tried out for the team last Monday 
through Wednesday, and returning upperclass-
men chose eight to join the team.

The Lads are returning from a 2013-14 cam-
paign, in which they defeated their rival Texas 
A&M University and qualified for the national 
tournament. Nationals were held in Phoenix, 
Ariz., which experienced a torrential downpour 
during the course of tournament, and the tourna-
ment was cancelled. However, before nationals 
ended prematurely, the Lads beat Pennsylvania 
State University and tied Virginia Tech University. 

Rice Lads hold tryouts for new season

Rice vs. Lamar

4-1

Rice vs. Vanderbilt

2-1

James Hilton/tHresHer
Freshman forward Jessica Johnston faces off against Vanderbilt freshman defender Claire Ramaje in a 2-1 victory for the Rice Owls on Friday 
Sept. 5. The Owls are now 3-1-1 on the season. Next week, they will face off against the Arkansas Razorbacks in Fayetteville, Ark.

Courtesy emilio torres
Computational and applied mathematics graduate student Tim Beckers gathers the ball dur-
ing a 4-1 victory over Lamar University on Saturday,  Sept. 6. 0see LADS page 10

Football prepares 
for A&M game      

following loss to 
Notre Dame

I am really looking forward 
to this A&M game. You live 
to play against these big 
schools.

Nico Carlson
Senior offensive lineman
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The Lads garnered a spot in the Sweet Six-
teen bracket and were scheduled to play 
Cincinnati State University when the tourna-
ment was cancelled.

The Lads have become a nationally-recog-
nized club soccer program, and qualifying to 
play for the team has become a challenge in 
itself. According to Lads Captain Paul Green-
field, tryouts are becoming more selective ev-
ery year.

“The guys that try out want to play soc-
cer competitively,” Greenfield, a McMurtry 
College junior, said. “[They] know that it’s a 
competitive team, and they’re always there 
to win.”

McMurtry sophomore Nick Mallas, who 
just made the team last week, said the tryouts 
were competitive and intense.

“There were a lot of people trying out for 
hardly any spots,” Mallas said. “You weren’t 
going to make the team unless you showed 
something special.”

Because of the Lads’ competitiveness, ri-
valries have developed in recent years.  Ac-
cording to Greenfield, an intense rivalry has 

developed in recent years between the Lads 
and Texas A&M University’s club team, espe-
cially due to the critical match that sent the 
Lads to nationals last year.

“We definitely have a good rivalry with 
A&M after the regionals last year,” Green-
field said. “I think if nationals [was not] can-
celed we would’ve played them at nationals, 
too. If we would’ve kept winning, I think we 
would’ve played A&M again, which would’ve 
been fun. I think A&M is definitely our biggest 
rivalry.”

According to Lads Vice President Martin 
Torres, Rice students have reason to come out 
to the games and watch the Lads soccer team.

“There’s free beer at all of our games, and 
we play quality soccer,” Torres, a Will Rice 
College sophomore, said. 

Midfielder Daniel Zdeblick also said more 
students should come to the home games.

“You’re rooting for your friends and class-
mates from your college and Rice,” Zdeblick, 
a McMurtry sophomore, said. “We’re a really 
good team and win a lot of games. It’s also fun 
to yell at the refs.”

The Lads’ next home game is Oct. 4 against 
the University of Texas, San Antonio. 

Sports editors Maddy Adams and Evan 
Neustater contributed to this article.

0LADS
 from page 9

The Rice Owls football team hosted their annual international 
football clinic on Sept. 4. The camp is designed to teach in-
ternational students the game of football and instill a love of 
the game.

Rice Owls go     
international

LADS 2014 Schedule
vs. Stephen F. Austin 
State University, 3 p.m.

Nacogdoches, Texas    

vs. Texas State University, 
3 p.m.

San Marcos, Texas    

vs. Texas A&M,
3 p.m.

College Station, TX    

vs. University of Texas, 
San Antonio, 3 p.m.

Houston, Texas    

vs. University of Texas, 
Austin, 3 p.m.  

Austin, Texas  

vs. Texas Tech University, 
3 p.m. 

Lubbock, Texas   

13
Sept.

21
Sept.

28
Sept.

4
Oct.

18
Oct.

25
Oct.

NiNgxiN chaNg/Thresher
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common paSSing RouTeS
Offense

The play above shows some common routes run by Rice wide receivers. 
The “go” route is, simply put, a straight line race towards the opponent’s 
end zone. The slant route involves an approximately three-yard run fol-
lowed by a 45-degree cut across the middle. The post route is similar to the 
slant but extended to about 10 or 15 yards. The out route has a receiver run 
a few yards and make a hard right angle towards the sideline. The Wheel 
route has the running back run towards the sideline and turn upfield.

4-2-5 defenSe
Defense

The 4-2-5 defense is the most common defense, or base 
defense, that the Rice owls run. it involves four defensive 
linemen, two linebackers and five defensive backs, which 
include cornerbacks and safeties. The 4-2-5 involves a nick-
leback, which is the third cornerback on the field. Typical 
defenses feature four defensive backs, but Rice’s relatively 
unconventional nickel base defense is designed to effectively 
stop an opponent’s running game and the spread offense, 
which has grown in popularity in recent years.  

bliTz
Defense

a blitz is when a defensive player other than a defensive lineman 
charges forward in an effort to sack the quarterback or record a tackle 
for loss. in the diagram, a linebacker is shown blitzing.  The blitz is one 
of the most commonly run defensive plays and has a huge variety of 
different forms and schemes.

baSe zone defenSe
Defense

The zone defense, shown above, involves individual defensive play-
ers being responsible for certain “zones” on the field. unlike man de-
fense, in which a defensive player is responsible for covering one other 
man, the zone can have receivers covering a number of different play-
ers who enter into their area of coverage. The zone defense has a vari-
ety of forms, and the most basic form is shown above.

Read opTion
Offense

in the read option, the quarterback receives the snap and has the op-
tion to either hand the ball off to the running back or keep it himself to 
gain yards. if the defensive end on the running back’s side stays put (left), 
the quarterback will hand the ball off. if the defensive end chases the run-
ning back (right), the quarterback will keep the ball for himself. The Rice 
owls use this play often due to the running ability of quarterback driphus 
Jackson.

Rice football playbook

SpRead offenSe
Offense

The spread offense, the most common variant of offensive 
scheme used by Rice, is designed to “spread” the defense 
across the field to open up more space for receivers and run-
ning backs to make plays. The offense almost always features 
the quarterback in the shotgun formation and relies heavily 
on the quarterback’s ability to both pass and run the foot-
ball. The spread usually has three to five wide receivers on 
the field and forces the defense to spread out, leaving the 
center of the field more open than usual.

OL

QB RB
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WR
WR

WR
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CB

LB
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The Backpage is satire and written by Reed Thornburg, and this week Dennis Budde collaborated. For comments or questions, please email turnt@rice.edu. 
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BACKPAGE SCREWDATE
COSTUME GUIDE

Do you care about your roomate?

Roommate’s
Purity Score?

YESNO

NOT
REALLY

GROUP?

Are you willing to put a lot 
of effort into this?

Chi Alpha?

Canada?

ILL-CONCEIVED 
FRESHMAN 
COSTUME 

IDEA THAT IS 
CULTURALLY 
INSENSITIVE

GENERIC 
DISNEY 

PRINCESS
+

HALF-
ASSED LOVE 

INTEREST

KANYE
+

KANYE
ADAM

+
EVE

SNAPCHAT 
GHOST

+
NAKED 

PERSON

ROB 
FORD

+
WHALE

TAIL

THE YING 
YANG 

TWINS

CAST 
OF THE 

MUSICAL 
HAIR

RONALD
REAGAN

+
SMALL 
SHRUB

MARIE
+

ISOTOPLESS
PIERRE

THAT 
QUIET KID

+
SQUIRREL

BATHTUB
+

RUBBER 
DUCKY

FATHER
+

SON
+

HOLY 
GHOST

PAINTED 
GOLD-
MAN

+
WOMAN 
IN SACK

WENDY 
DAVIS

+
GREG 

ABBOT

TIGER 
WOODS

+
MOST 
OF LAS 
VEGAS

KINDA

25-75<25

>7

75-100

<7

Roommate’s score on 
the Rice Scale

YES

YES

YES

YES YES

YES

YES

Nudist?
Movie Night?

Sporty?

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO
NO

NO

Public Party?

Does your 
roommate 

excessively 
control the 

AC?
Lyrical 

Wordsmith
Genius?

II

Favorite Distribution

I III
THOMAS
PYNCHON

+
SEMI 

COLON
Left RightConflicted More Right

CHARLIE 
ROSE

+
ROUND

OAK

WANTED
Teach for Test Masters! Dynamic and 
Energetic teachers wanted. Starting pay 
rate is $20 to $32 per hour. Flexible sched-
ules. We provide all training, all training 
is paid, and we pay for travel. Email your 
resume to rice-jobs@testmasters.com.

Tutors needed immediately! Rice Alum 
hiring tutors for Middle & High School 
Math, Natural & Social Science, Foreign 
Language, and Humanities. Reliable trans-
portation required. Pay $25-40/hr based 
on experience. Contact 832-428-8330 and 
email resume to siyengar777@gmail.com

Rice Architecture Professors seek re-
sponsible graduate or undergraduate to 
pick up 10 year old son from Poe Elemen-
tary 3 days a week (M/W/F) at 3:15pm- 
stay with him until 5:45pm or bring 
directly to campus. Email for schedule-
details and compensation.  finley@rice.
edu

Middle school tutor for girl on 8th 
grade 
- Math, English, Spanish. 
- 5 minute drive from Rice university
- 2-3 day per week at 5-6pm ,$30 per hour.
-Call:8323167451 or email:dinak28@
gmail.com.”

Can you type 45wpm?  Good communica-
tions Skills? Dependable and Polite?
We are needing an evening operator. Eve-
nings, weekends and holidays. Must be 
able to work graveyard shift  if needed.  
We are open 24hours a day/  7 days a 
week / 365 days a year. We are open Eas-
ter, 4th of July, Memorial & Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years 
day. We start at 9.00 during training. 60-
90 days  Hours are depending on your 
commitment and availability. It is part 
time 16-30 hours. Can turn into more on 
availability
We are in Montrose Shephard & West 
Gray 713-834-3850 employment voice-
mail

Elite Private Tutors is hiring Rice stu-
dents ASAP!
Owned by a Rice alumni, we are excited 
to add tutors to our growing company. 
Please email Mallory at admin@elitepri-
vatetutors.com if you are interested. Must 
have a car, good attitude and a 3.0 GPA or 
higher! Come join the Elite Team, we’re 
looking forward to meeting you!

ADVERTISING
We accept display and classified advertisements.  The Thresher reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresher does not take responsibility for the factual content of any ad.  
Printing an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Thresher.
Display advertisements must be received by  
5 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

Cynthia Bau
Advertising Manager

713-348-3967
thresher-ads@rice.edu

CLASSIFIEDS 
1–40 words $20
41–80 words $40
80–120 words $60

Cash, check or credit card payment must  
accompany your classified advertisement, which must be received by 
12 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscription rates:
$60/year domestic
$125/year international via first-class mail

Non-subscription rate:
First copy free
Second copy $5

The Rice Thresher
Attn.: Subscriptions

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77005-1892

Phone 713-348-3967

CLASSIFIEDS@rice.edu
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